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ABSTRACT

THE ATTITUDES OF PRISON OFFICIALS ARD INMATES TOUARD THE PROVISION

AlD USAGE OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION RESOURCES Il RIGERIAN PRISONS

One of the major objectives of the research wac to collect data,
analyse and present an empiriecally proven case to the FGN for the
improvement of library and information recources in Nigerian misons.
The study was designed ‘o measure the atliitudes of rrizon officials
and inmates toward penology and toward the provision and usage of
library and information resources in prisen. The dependent variablec
were penclony, rrovicion and wsuse, ‘M1e independent varigbles were

prison conditions, and demographic variablec Yike age and so forth,

Likert-type gttitude seales vere constructed using literature
from Library Secionce, Penclezy and Jocioleosy. Two nerxarate suts of
questionnaires were dezigned Tor the officialc and inmute sroups and
tected in a pilot ctudy befaore the main research, Tic pilot ctudy
yielded a reliability quotient of 0,79 and a validity of 0,99 for the

officiala® ~ronp while the inmates' ~rour had a reliahility guctient of

0.95 and a validity of 2.78. oot of the 37 quesiticrnaires AI5%ribitod
¢ 2flicialc and inmaterc on the ot D L. Tozearcliery D wowi (05 were
respectively returmed in a wmekYe conditions it the rescaseh
were Solceted b rasded sampling W&oy O SafT 1Y et dnnmulent
reigter oo campling frames, The Fezowreh was cCadugied ot Vaduan,

i amd Rieshird Y“Maxicunm coenrity viconus Apaxt frop the guest fonnasec
methody contrelled obag vt and non Adrective Yooy yntorview

metiods were also used in the research,



xii
The .data collected was analysed by computer using the Statistical

Package for Social Sciences (5.P.5.5.). Group Cut Off Points (G.C.O.P.)

were set for the officials and inmatee groups in accordance with the number

of questions for each of the dependent variables. The G.C.0.P, was used in
determining positive and negative attitudes. Seven research questions were
answered through observation and 24 hypotheses were tested using the result

of the data analyses. 17 of the hypotheses were rejected while 12

were accepted,

The salient findings of the research were:

Te Prison officials and inmates in Nipgeria have low positive attitudes
toward the provision and usage of library and information resources in
prison, The inmates have siypnificantly more favourable attitudes.

2. Level of education has a sipnificant effect on the attitudes of prison
officials toward inmates and toward the usage of library and
information resources.

3«  Prison officials and inmates in Nigeria have low nepative attitudes
toward penology.

4, Prison officials in Nigeria have low negative attitudes towards inmates.

5 Prison conditions have statistically sipnificart effects on the
attitudes of inmates towards the rovision of library and

information resources in prison,

in Ndgeria has no legal status becnure it is not included in the "Pp
De¢ree No, 9, 1977, The implication of thi t

inform:tion services to prisonerc in Niperia are n urivi’cre and not a
rightes The provision made in the 1I,P,0, "Standing Or 1061 is o

naot bo 0y Lerticieer.

andmim st rative and may
The pesearcher coneluded that 5 ow pocitive

inmates toword the rrovision and usare of library and

b, The provision and usage of librarv and information reczources for prisoners

] informiition remource
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in prison is caused by their low negative attitudes towards peuclogy as

well n; by inhuman prison conditions.

1.

2e

3

The researcher therefore recommended, among other things, that:

The FGN should make an initial grant of at least NSm for the immediate
improvement and bibliographical control of library and info;metion
reaaurces in Nigerian prisons and should make provision for the
recurrent expenditure in the annual budpets of N.P,S, for the
maintenance of prison libraries,

The FGN should ammend the "Prisonc Decree No. 9, 1972" to include
minimum standards for the provision of l!ibrary and information resources
to prisoners, and recruit professional librarians into the N,P.S. to
develop as well as manage the rescurces to bring them at par with

international standards,

Ideally, the FGN should create a special division at the Prisons
Headquarters at Abuja,tto be known as the Frison Litrary and
Informztion Services Division, appoint an Assistant Director of
Prisons (who should be a professional librarian) to head the division.
This Division should be given adeguate funds anrually to purchase
books and other information materials, process them, and disburse
them to the various prison libraries in Nigeria. The manogement of
prison library and information services shcould be left entirely in the
handse of the personnel, in the said Division (who should be

prcfessional librarians, para=-prcfescional librarians and other

surnortive staff).

The FGN should improve the service corditions of »rison
L

officianls and improve nricon conditions 6o that both th

officials and inmates will cultivete and nurtire
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attitudes toward penology and toward the reformational and

rehabilitational programmes in prison,

5. The Nigerian Library Association (N,L.A,) should create-a
Prison Libraries Group, to be composed of librarians
interested in prison librarianship, in line with what obtains
in U,K, and U,5,A, The N,L.A, Prison Libraries Group should
draft standards for prison libraries in Nigeria and lobby the

FGN to adopt and implement them.

The researcher suggested that further research should cover more
prisons as well as more officials and inmates, The views of
Government policy-making and policy-implemcntation officials like
Ministers, Governors, Commissioners, Judpes, Police Commissioners as

1
well as Academicians in the universities, should also be sampled in
further research in order to find solutions to the problems of

imprisonment especially the need to satisfy the intellectual

needs of the inmates.
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BACKGROUND

1.1 INTRODUCTION
The Federal Republic of Nigeria now has an estimated population

of 82,392,000 according to Africa South of the Sahara (198&)1.

The last officially-accepted census wai conducted in 1963 when the
population wae 55,670,055. The 1973 census figures were controversial
and therefore rejected. A recent conservative estimate by Mohammed
(198?)2 has bowever put Nigeria's population at 100,000,000, The
country is presently ruled by the military, headed by (President)
General Ibrahim Bahangida, There are 21 states, wnich are
aaministered by Military Covernors. There is also a Federal Capital
Territory at Abuja, which is headed by a Military Administrator.
The global economic recession has so mucn attfected Nigeria that ste
made serious moves at borrowing money from the International lonentary
Pund (IMP). Despite the drastic decline in oil prices, oil has
continued to be the greateat foreign exchange source of income for
Nigeria., Agricultural activities have, however, been stepnped up in
order to produce enoush food to support the growing population and
to justify the embargso on food imports.

However, owinr to the intermittent change of leadership
since 1966 which culminated in a civil war (1967-1970), Hi eria's
nolitical and econsmic ¢limate has been very unstable,

resulted in inereass in crimes, social imbalance,

of political opponents. Conseguently, many people have oseen oither
imprisoned, detaincd for long without trial or awaiting tri.l,
he Nigerian prisong "ave therefore bheen Frossly overonpuliled.
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According to the Minister of Internal Affairs, Shagaya (1986):
".,ss there are a totalﬁof 58,133 inmates agalinst 28,151 that prisons
3

had capaclty for".” As a result of the above serious congestion .
of prisons, Shagaya further revealad that "L7 new prisons were now
at various stages of construction". This figure includes the &3
million contract awarded for the construction of a new prison at
Abuja, the new Federal Capital City of Nigeria. ¥32,436 was also
voted for the education and welfare of priscners for the year 1986.
At independence (1960), Nigeria had a total of 52 prisons but
after about 2 years, the Nigerla Prisons Service Annual Report
(1983) has stated that Nigeria has: "... 127 Prisons (including 9
Prison FParm Centres), 232 prison lock-ups, 2 special Penal Institutions
and 3 Prison Staff Training Schools".b Seme of these prisons were
3

built during the colonisl period and are scattered all over the

country, almost one in each local adminiastrative headquarters, ius

gshown in Table 1.1.
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Table 1.1: The Distribution of Penal Institutions in Nigeria

(A) PRISONS ’

(1)  Anambra State (vi) Cross River State:

1. Abakaliki

2. Awka 36. Abak

3. Enugu (with Cji leper settlement Annex)

4. Ibite-0lo 37. Adim

5+ Nsukka 38. Calabar
6 « Onitsha 39. Fket

. LC. lkom
(ii) Bauchi State 4. Ikot-Fkpene

?o Azare h2. *Itu

8. Bauchi L3. Obubra
9. Gombe ’-&h « Obudu
10. Misau 5. Ogoja
11. Ningi L6. Opobo
12 . 'I‘tlla. h?c U}"’O

(111) Bendel State (vii) Congola State

13. Agbor L8. Ganye
4. Auchi L9. GCembu
15. Benin ' 50. Jada
16. Kwale 51‘ Jalincﬂo
17 Ogvashi—'.i‘.:u 5? e Jimeta
18. O0zalla 53. Mubi
19, Sanele 6h. Numan
20. TUbiaja 55. Serti
21. Warri 6. Wukari
57. Yola
(iv) Benue State
22. Ankpa (viii) Imo State
23. Dekina Gd. Aba
2. Gboko 59. Afikpo
25. Idah 60. Arochuiiu
26, Makurdi 61. Okirwe
27. Otukno 672. Owerri

63. Umuahin
(v) Borno utate
Kaduna State

28, 3Bama
29, Biu 6lhe Birni=Guor
30. Gashun 65. Daura
1. Gwoza 66. Funtua
g?. Faidwurl f_‘.l..-w} 67. Yaduna
33. HMaidy uri 68, }iaf‘anw_rr. n
3. Nruru 9. Fakuri
3! /0. Kakurl

4o  Potislkun = 5
"". & hatsinn
12« Zdaria



wr“Iable 1.5'(cont'd;).

{x)

T3
he
T5e
76.
e
78.
13,

(x1)
. 80,
81.
82,
83.
8l.
85.
86.

Kano State )

Birnin-Kudu
Goron Dutse .
Gumel E
Hadei ja

Kano

Kazaure

Wudil

Kwara State

Iloxrin
Kabba
Koton-Karii
lafiagi
New Busa
Okene
*¥Pategl

(xii) Lagos State

87.
§8.
89,
90,
91,

(xiii)

92
33.
k.
5.
96-
7.
98.

Badagry

Tkoyi

Kivikiri {yomen's)
Kirikiri (Faximum)
Kiriltiri {Medium)

T 3tate

Nige

Abuja
Agaie
Bida
Kapara
Kontagora
Tapai
Minna

(xiv) Ogun State

99,
100,
101.
102,

(xv)
103.
10k,

105,
106,

Abeckuta
I1jebu=0de
Ilare
Shagsamn

Ondo State

Ado="nriti
Ckitipupa
Ondo

Owo

(xvi) Oyo State

107.
108,
109,
11C.

Agodi-Thadan
Jle-Ife
Ilesha

Oyo

(xvii)

(xviti)

(xix)

Nota:

Plateau State

111,
12,
13,
11k,
115,
116.
117,
118.
119,

Josg
Keffi
Lafia
Lakushi
Nassarawa
Pankshin
Shendam
Wamba
Wase

Rivers State

120,
121,
122,
123,

Ahoada
Degema

Elele
Port=-Harcourt

Sokoto State

12K,
1250
126.
127.
128.
129,

Argungu
Birmin-FKebbi
Gusau
Sokoto

Yelwa

Zuru

*Itu Prison in Cross River

State and *Pategi Prison
in Kwara State are awniting
reactivation. '




Table 1.1 (cont'd,)
(B) LOCK-UPS
(i) BAUCHI STATE
1. BGJOh
3. Jama'are
hc Dase
So Bununu
6. Dain Kewa
7« Dambam
8. Itas
9. Nabardo
10. Shira
11. Deba
12. Billiri
13. Kafin Larabawa
14. Alkaleri
15. Chinade
16. Dukul
170 Cham
18. Hardawa
19. Kafin lMadiki
20, Madara
21. Dukku
22. Degin
23. Tafawa Balewa
2l4. Daraso
25. Udubo
26, Kumo
27. PFiliya
28. Putuk
29. Guman
30. Katagum
31 . BOi
32. Nafada
313 . Kirt
35. Gamawa
36. Nafada
37. Waja
38. Liman Katagun
LO. Bambam

(ii) BORNO sTaD:

L.
L2.
L3.
L.
LS.
L6,
7.
L&,

Maiduguri Village
Subio

Gajiram

Jikwa

yeidam

Damaturu

shami

Yeguferi

(iii)

h9- Danbos
50. Damagun
51. Machina
52. Tera

53. East Bura
Sh. Marte

55. Gajibo
56, West Bura
57. Manguno
58. Kukawa
£9. Auno

60. Konduga
61. Kala Balga (iv)
62, Fika

63 « Mafa

64, Benisheik
65. Ngala

66. Dapohi
67. Wangero
68. Askira
69. Bﬂbur

70. Damasak
71 « Kumashe
72, Gujba
GONGOLA STATE
73- Gemng
74. Gassol
75. Karim Lamido
76. Hong

77. Gerel

78. Ngoronje
790 Lau

80. Gombi

81. Guyuk

82. Dunne

83. Michika
84. Mayo Bani
85 - 'I‘Oungo
86. Gurim

87. Shelleng
88. Dorofi
89, Bali

90, So'o

?1 . Lamurde
. Lang

93. Cong

e Tola

95. Gulak

96. NMbulo
97. Mayo Balwa
980 Bﬁlel
100. Mutum Biu
101. Sarau
102, Shani
103. Bassa
104. Molabu
105. Maiha

ADUNA STATE
106. Dutsin-ma
107. Kaita
108. Charanchi
109. Baure
110. Jkara
111. FKujama
112, Safana
113. Fashari
11L. Kagoro
115. FKwoi
116, laiaduwa
117. Ilanchok
118. Iani
119. Ingawa
120. lashi
121. Yalumfashi
122, Soba
123. Saminaka
124 Sango
125. lakarti
126. FKajuru
127. Lawkuya
120. Anchael
1:'-’9- I..’.!.nka.ra
130. ZRatsari
131. Jibuya
132. Jutsi
133. lusawa
134. Eigachukwu
135. 4Zongon-Katab
136, Eakori
137. OCiwa
133, RIS P
"4'4"- 1O OO0

141, kachia



Table 1.1 (cent'd.)

(v) XANO STATE

142. Birinin Xudu 186.
143. Zakirai 187,
lie  Kiru 188.
145. Rano 189,
146. Biniwai 190,
147. Roni 191,
148, Kura 192,
149. Jehu 193.
150. Gwaram 194,
151, Dawakin~kudu 195.
152. Bichi 196,
153. Ringim 197.
154, Dutse 198,
155. Dawakin Tofa 199,
166. Kunbotso 200.
157. Karaye 201.
158, Supaila 202.
159, fGezawa 203.
160. Garki 204.
161. Gaya 205,
162. Kiyawa 206,
163, Tudun-Wada 207.
. 164. Dambata 208,
i 165. Babura 209.
166, Minjibi 210,
167. Ungogo 211
168, Cwarzo 212.
213,
(vi) NIGER STATE g:g.
169. Kagara 216:
170. Banji oy
171, Rijau 218.
172, Mariga 219.
220.
(vii) SOKOTO 3TATE o1
173, Achiola 222.
174s Tambuwal 223,
175. Goronyo 22),.
176. Tangaze 225,
177. Wurno 226.
178, ‘Jamaka 227.
173. Maru 228.
180, Binji 229.
181. Kwarc 230.
182, MNasarawa 231.
183, Mada 232,

18Lk. FKangiwa

185. Yabo
3TN0 UL, Annual Hevord {1nﬁ3)“

Genchi
Guluna
Silume
Bukkuyum
Talata Mafara
Bunza
Augi

Wara

BE-T:1

Suru
Drindajil
Jabo
Bugudu
Koko
Shinkafi
Janko
Gummu
Dange
Gwadabawa
Dogondaji
Jeja

Auka
Sabon=-Wrini
lJagea
Wassagu
Rabbah
Isayxura
Sanyinna
Aada
Shuni

Dan Sado
Maradim
Gwandu
Danchadi
Kabbe
Kaihojo
Shafe
Yikiu
Kotorkosht
Mahota
Zurmi
Moziki
Sifawa
Illo
Kaura-Namoda
Kalgo
Kamba
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Many of the prisons in Nigeria have litraries, though the
aize of some of the libraries is quite small, The libraries whioh
oould be grouped into large, mediua and small a!?ea have no
qualified 1librariam but are being managed by Drison social
welfare officers. According to the Primon Servise Annuasl Report
(199#). *There are altogether a total of 32 large prison librardes
and 13 medium cnes, The amgll librarles found mainly in small

&
prisons all over the federation, stogk only a handful of bools",
The geographical looation of some of the prison 1libraries is shown
in Fig'lll“e 1010

The philogophy of the Wigerian Prisons Service (i.e. its
statutory role) has been to protect the law-abiding members of
the Scoiety from criminals. The Thilosorhy is also aimed at
reforning the eriminals while in custody and to help to rehabilitate
then aftcr their releass. As otatel in the Nigerls Prison
Serivees annual Report {1283).

The Nigerla Prisons Service continued to play ita statutory

role which inclules the oustody of the immatez for the

protection of the inmdividual in the sogiety by providing an
emwiroment appropriate to securliy requirements and
conducive to ective participation in programmes of
rehabilitxtion of the inuutes, provision of alquate
progedural safe-zuards $o nrotect the rights of nrisoners
anl organisation of training programme under an enviromnegt
where orisovers' particination is nore or lTess voluntary,

The Nigeria Prisons Service recelves povernment revenue
211location on a rexiilsar hasds us shown 1n Table 1.2, This revenus
Allocation is disbursed among the 21 state prison eataublishments
and 19 nocountel for by egoch atate eatab)ialment, Some revente is
generated intornally throuzh mdssn Tabmer and other industpiad

activitien which ascounts fop some of the Jisereparaier neticoehle

in Table 1.7,



Figwe 11 A _POLITCAL MAP OF NIGERIA SHOWING THE LOCATION OF SOME PRISON LIBRARES

4N : 2 1 g
_ N PR W]
n ( \ - e~/ . 15°E
\. e Sokoto ......l..\- /.../. g = /
.\. ®Argungu _, Katsina w\..fu.l. - ./.. ﬂ.../
ﬂ omﬁn_% eGusau \ r / \ \
~. — “ ®Kano m\ J Maiduguri e _
_. \ : : e Bama g
o el N Y o
! N . P
r'l'..l....-. /_..... ..... 'N\ \ ./ \ e d . .m_ﬁ \ .\\
J ..V h 4 f\w ..P.Nﬂ—.ﬂ r . \
¥ . 5 . s l/ B
( P" Lo /N BKaduna «) eBauchi 4 (. \..,\\o W
b Vsl N [ e Gombe 4 Mubi \ N
v ) Kontagora  ® A ., )]
( . * Minnas ! [Jos SN, ot _~
J | I% , : " . o
\ / &ba Bid A r.mﬂ ePankshin L Yola \ o
‘.\l\_,\ "9 NN o a o Ke __.n:. ..\ o P |
R . ia i
1 r.. ellorin " ! ‘ .\.....\ _A\ r
: \ " | R_Ben I
= e a8 j e .
f 040.__330 / ZES/. ,mnc Nroia e K‘ —. /
— d _UOQDD m J Makurdi \ f
—— \ O:ao 7 muovo ! \
_Paargﬂf :ﬂu—__ﬂ \ \ \
_Qﬁmﬁdco ./o__m/m.c 7 , _QD\J ~. oO_Con _\ — 7\ \
. Vs "/ s
ro : .
rﬁwmn w.foa.w (e . m:cn./ Omo_o v‘
— —fadag LB Agborfyiicng ..sAbdkalike /
agri ) B 3 WAL X 0 160 320Km
eSapele sl = A. o_rm:.. . ;
Qarri ‘Owerri
W ) »Ea_x.%.ﬁns, —
wom J * C -—nﬂ—n—wﬁﬁ Prison. Libraries sampled--p _ 15°F
() Other prison Libraries-- .o
_ Poct-Harotrt\ Federal Capital~ - = = — n _
4°N Intern. Boundary - — e s e+ 4°N
State Boundary - — —..—.—

e e e L




LR e

TABLE {.2. THE MIGERTAN PRISONS SERVICE REVENUE ALLOCATTON

AND_EYPEVDITURE 1983

e

STA'LE ALLOCATION EXPNDTUNE,

N k N )z
ANAMBRA Ly 471,654.00 4y 377, 474,61
BAUCHI 2,248,000.00 3,820,4L99.2)
BENDEL 5,112,1419.36 8,470,308,39
BENUE 2,877,700,00 3, 9L, 269,82
BORNO 8,724,009.00 8,237,873.26
CROSS RIVER 4,271,847.61 74207,627.73
GONGOLA 5, 920,300,00 5,875,110,66
INMO tsy 546, 259,00 6,394, 864,43
KADUNA 5,182,832,30 8,28Y4,075.75
KANO 6,1431,900.00 6,819,173.18
KWARA 1,887,500.20 2,502,323.2l
LAGOS 25171,167.00 691,703 441
WIGER 1,959, 945,01 2,099,539.87
OCUN 11,562,551.00 2,860,320.58
ONDO | 24047,755.85 24310,657.89
0YQ 3,649,290.00 3,937,153.,70
PLATEAY 115 920,030,900 I, 9%L,061.,93
RIVERS 34737,196,00 b, 2473, 770,78
SOKOTO L, 6L2, 1471415 Ly 583y 505.5¢
TOTAL :.86,362,827.28 ﬁ91,588.53%-ﬁ74_“
Source: Niseria crizons fervice Annunl Report (195.3}'8



"Deapite the regulkar revenus allocations from the Federal
Governuent, the Nigerla Prisona Service, with a total ataff
Btrength of about 20,428 (as stated in the Nigeris Prisons Service
Annual Report, 1983) has many problems amd gonstralnts for th‘e ataff,
the inmates, the general priscns enviroment, anl other activities,
These constraints or problems have been r eporied repeatedly over the
yoars. The Nigerla Prisons Service Annual Report (1983), for
imstance, reportel thut:

Acute shortage of residential accommodation for the

staf'l remained the ma jor constraint of the lemrtment,

Other constraints include: shortage of funds far the

maintenange of buildings, prants and equipment; shortuge

of essential stores for prisoners amd staff; lack of

vehicles for court and hospital duties; shortace of water
supply in many prison establishments,10

The Federal Governmenl of Nigeria has made at lenat three noticeshle
attempts at tr-yj:ng to solve the problems of the Prisnn.-};. Thase

attemtps have been revorted in the Gobir Heport (1946), the Fliss
report (1968) aml the Cameron/Bradley Report (1969). The Cameron/

Bradley Repart (1363) was partigcularly critical ubout the poor
condltlon of the prison libraries especially the absamee of

systematic princinles of librarv practice as stated helow:

It was pPleusing to note thiat a 1ot of Fuderal Prisons

hoad libraries even if they were suall anl ill-

aquipped. ost of them had been establisghel through the
efforta of the officer in charre of Prisons and his
apparent Pprowess at fscroungin-'e This is hizhly
coamendable nut it is not pood enough and 1% should he

a prinicile that all prisons with o poratation of over 200
Prisoners should be provided with a Library with the
ultimate aim of providing every urison witk thla Macilitrn,

I the Yrerian Prison Libraries are 'not gool enoush" es
raporte? in the C;;mg;_-m'!_/.'hn_-l;"r‘[g:.: Rernr+, *hon nonathing: rnst huve
heen wpony somewhere . The Nigeris DPrisons Sevvies Anandl Hepopt

(1960=61) hus stuted that: "due 4o Y:pk of accommolution =nd the low

average stanlyrd of pdoz-thon of the Irmaies the prison 1ihray w4s
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not very popular but sufficient patronage was received from the
few edwatel ones to make it a worthwhile oonner:ﬂ'.w

However, "the low average starmdard of education of the
inmates™ is no longer tenable as a faotor militating agaimt. the
effective usage of prison libraries in 20th century Nireria.
Twenty eight years after the 1960-61 Nigeria Prisons Service
Annual Report was written, the educational level of prisoners
in Nigeria has changed drastically. A sample of two mujor
prisons in Nigeria has revealed that about 627 of prison immutes
are literate. Omaji (1984)"7 in 4 stuly of Tdah Prison and Keduna
Central Prison found out that the educational levels of the inmates

were distributed as shown in Table 1.3 below:

TABLE 1.3: THE EDUCATIONAL LEVEIS O PRISON IMWMATES AT IDAM
1

AND KADIMA CENTRAL PRISOS

Bducation « N

No formal eduction 38,0 19

Primary 40.0 20

Secondary 20,0 1C

P te=accom ary 2.0 1
Note: N = Number of respondent:

CASHIM IBRP.EIM LIRRARY
wrMADLU BELLL UNIVERSITY
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It has also been stated in the Nigeria Ptindns Service
Annual Report (1983) that: ™o new books were purchased

as there was no allocation under the subhead - Prison Lib;:arieu";“
So, it would seem from docunan?ary evidence in the llipgeria Prisons
Service Annual Reports over the years, that the Government is

not aware of the role which the library can play in the

education, reformation and rehabilitation of the prisoners. Perhapa,

the Government is aware but is unwilling to »rovide and manage

prison libraries. This situation has confirmed the aszertion

by Dine (1979) that there is "a conflict betucen the
society's impulse to retaliate against the offender by hrting

him for the wrong he had done and its wish to heln him o that

he will not do it again."15ﬂotwithstanding the cenflict in the
society's impulse to huri or to help the criminals, most people
would agree that there is need to make all concerted efforts to
change the atiitude of the criminal towards crime estecially

while he is in prison. The taming of an animal, or the

criminal, for that matter, involves making the cantivity
conditions a%in to those of the natural habitat. Ticrcfore,
prison conditions should be made similar to the socinl conditions
outside the rrison if the philesophy behind impriscrient is

- &

to succeed and cchileve the desired goals., In the conid

i ins yrovidis i GTLry
this researc:, for instance, this would mean |

ih bed 4L aF = 14 a3 1 I} i A ol oVl d
:‘tld 1!‘1‘0][1':} 1 cTrvices in I:l""[' at, ar wi Ll' L1003 OV 'l’ll‘
el

i I i g As Mohammod
for free citizenc outside the prisons. AS Mohmu

i wimtn inetial and moral advancement and
:.'-.'{].d: idl e . - bl tld 8 4 4

a community larsely depend upon the extent
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6
urr.loea." Therefore library services have to be extended to
serve the interests of the prison community in order to ensure

that our national development policy is catholic and democratic.

1,2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

.

1.2.1 Introduction:

The researcher had observed that there was a rreat social
problem of what to do with bad people within the ligerian society.
The government had descended hard on eriminals especiz!ly armed

robbers by sending them to prison and sometimes executing them
by firing squad, but this did not seem to solve tihe ;reat social
problem. The society's attitude towards criminals was so
apathetic that nriconers did not seem to be getting o foirshare
of the social amenities available in the country. Juch social
services, like the provision of library and inform:ticn resourcs
were scantly ‘rovided, usually at the opening of a new nricon,
and no further éi‘forts were made to keep the collect’ on —rowing
and up-to-date. "he prison officials who should have presented
the case for tlie provision of good and adequate liLbrar and
information rescurces on behalf of the prisoners, apparently, seemed
to be influrnc d vy the public apathy towards criminaiz ond

therefore ndonted a "laissez-frire" attitude toward te iscue,

e ‘(1 bout the whole pronlem of @ 0
usage of lior-ry ond information resources in Nicoriz rii-ong,
the researc!.er von'd say that judging from the amnail »omo-is of
the risons 3 »riwont, some concertfed efforts had scer n-de to
brief the vorvient about the neecessity of cater ror the
intellecturl noeds of prisoners. Hut it appearsd Lo (s

reSenTe o Lot development of librar ytird
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resources in the ligerian Prisons centred on what Comeron and
Bradley (1969) . referred to as the "apparent prowess
at acromging"f{:f the officer in charge of a particular prison.
Hence the researcher contended that the attitudes of vrison
officials (whether positive or n;gative) were very crucial in
the provision, usage and development of library and infomation
resources in !lijerian Prisons. This contention which constituted
one of the 'roblems was therefore put to test by means of
measuring the attiitudes of prison officials to deternine whether
there was any correlation with the provision and usae of library
and infomation resources. Conversely, the attitudes of inmates
towards the -rovicion and usage of library and informniion
resources u?rc n1lco measured in order to have a ccientifice

basis upon ihich L0 nut their case across to the ‘edexr:l

Govermnment of i eria.

1.2.9 defoxmintion and rehabilitation of prisoners

3ince nass imprisonment and executions does not seenm to
deter potential criminals and with the high rate of crime on
the increagse 'n ".i;cria, there is the major problen of ceching
alternative v ond mweans of reforming the conviectod eriminals

so that ther vould desist from unlawful means of livin~ vithin

: N . - i . . (Y. 2 —_— 3 ' -

the saciety ~Zlor their pelease from prison, is £
been brou-iit (.ot by the shif't in emphasis on nuulsinlioni to

. L £ ciwea v Pe s PR 1 watGn® vpa v e i1 o2in L rhook
reforpation C n@migoners, Lln recent years, 1 5 S-S ™ o L
t1 0% o end b b npima obY e v .
Nigeriar v (8%:) is not to pur
such, Y to =ol.abilitate and reform thems 80 as v @ lo them

_ _ . 18

bos oo . 2:mty uvseful citizens”,



The ghift in emphasis from punishment to reformation and
rehabilitation hoc a lot of implications for the manasenent of
prisons in Tiveria, The fact that prison security reculstions
make it difficult for prisoners to mix freely with otier
members of the society further Ageravates the obleme. The
prison ~dninistration, therefore, has to orovide tie necessary
facilitieg in the prisons so as to create a ~t osvhere conducive
for t.~ rcformation process to flourish and succeed. A cogent
exanple i.nt is pertinent to this research ic {innt since
prisoners are not allowed to visit libraries oulcide the
prison walls, such facilities have to be rovided in the
prisonc. .risoners have a right of access in liuxir, and
inform-iicon »esources, their status of imorisonnent nothwith-

standin . There is, therefore, the problen ol zsatl sfying the
intellociunl needs of prisoners throwsh the rovizion and
usay of “ibrary and information resources, ultioutl necessarily
Jeorpndising prison secupity. It is in an attesmt to solve
thiz problex that it became necessary to snmmle the copinions

of the _"Fizials and inmates, throush tho o oiwaent of their

attltuden, in order to find out whether eil o> o7 tiic had

nocillve o cepative attitudas toward the vl (o nd usame
~ ! information resources in orlciing,

ted with the major prohlam oo g Ve nLre
wtiinry 7 = roblems likes:

e

i ration of oriconeors Yor

in~ and cul tural ¢ - W) L A g3 g

ricons -
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the edwation of prisoners, since they are still bona fide
citizens of Nigeria, in compliance with the provisions of
the National Policy on Education (1981)19- In the said
document, the Federal Govermment of Nizeria has promised
"equal educational opportuni ties for all citizens of the
nation at the primary, secondary amd tertiary levels,
both inside and outsilde the formal school systen",
Tha. case for the education of prisoners is also supported
by Cohen (1980) who said that:
Persons who live in state custodial institutiois
are owed cortain constitutional duties by the state
and its officials, In recent years there has heen
a great increase in the numher of federal court
cases involving inquiries inteo the coniitions 1ir
state penal institutions and the recognition that

the Federal Constitution does not cease to nrotect
a man when he enters prison,2

the Jrofessionz) ohligation of lil:mria:m to maxe librury
and information resocurces auccessible to all the citizens,
especially the disadvantaged groups like priscners,
Mgerian Jibrarians do not seem tc care so much alout the
intellectual needs of' disadvantazed groups within the
society, and 80 there is lsclk of prolessional rresastrs to
bear on the prison authoprities to provide lihpory ard

inforrmation services tc nrisorepes,

liek of 1eezl ctamdarls or lepislation for the >
f Yibhpary and inCoprmticn posanrces t )

fn the interrational leval, the Mrited Mu

) e, i 4 -

1 v e prat ion mor o ep e st
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constant confliot batween of‘f‘ioiala and immates whioh m
nilitates against any meaningful efforts made to reform --
Prisoners, -Under such an gimce phere of strained
relationships, library and information serviges could -not
be expacted to flourishes This ia what prompted the
measurement of prison of‘f‘ic;ials‘ attitudes towards
irmates aml vice versea,
shortage of sccommodstion for library amd infomation
reaources in prisons. Since the Nigerian Prisons are
rrossly overpopulated, there is shortape of accommodation
for workers, irmmates, and essential facilitics like kitchens,
librariesa, cliniecs et cetera. Under a tense situntion,
seme of these priorities like libraries ure likely tc e
ignored, if there 1ls no pressure fyom professional librurians
3
to justify their co;‘;tinned rrovison and usares
non-gllocation of funis for thie purchase of library and
information resources for use hy Drisonera. Vith the
allered negative attitudes of prison officials towards
imates it was thought necessary to find out whether there
was any correlation tetween the officlula'’ attituvdes towards
irmates and Taek of fuvde o the Dirahase of lihrary and
information resoirces,
preat demant for arecialize? Tibeary apl infommtion
resoirces by hiphly eduested pgople who have foad
themselves in priesn., Te nilitary repime headed by
Major=Teneral Mohammadu Buhari seb o) teibungls vhids
sonvicted a great runher o pablie IMicers and celebrated

crimimis to long tems of Lerpisowrent, This catesory of

.
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prisoners have constituted a special demand for
specialized library and information resources which the
prison stock cannot cope with, It is therefore necessary to
sample their attitules towards the provision of libx:ary and
information resources in ‘order to present thelr case to the
govermment,
In summary, the researcher has noticed that almost all the
problems enumerated above are brought about by the alleged
negative attitude of prison officials, not only towards the
imoates but also towards the general welfare of immates. As
& result of this negative attitude of the prison officials,
the case for the welfare of prisoners is uaually not properly
presented to the Government, K!.so)ns a result of the alleged
nezative attitude of officials towands inmates the immates have
also developed a reciprocal negative attitule towards the officials,
This atate of affairs is likely to be one of the main remsons for the
roor condition of Nipgerian Prisors which often resulted in constant
conflicts between officials amd {rmates culminating in riots and
Jail-breaks., This is the situation which prompted the rescarcher
to undertake the study to collect data, ammlyse, test the hypotheses,

mebe statistieal inferences on the basis of the Mindings, =nl Araw

valid cenclusioms nbhout the 21leped negative attitudes, The
najor ohjective ia teo rresent o wl) dcowrentel and fuctuz) gcuse
abeovt the problens cssoclatel with e provigion and usage of
livrary and informutior rescurcen in the “irerian Prisons to t
Federal Govermment in the hope that 4 change won? 2

:‘Cr ‘-":e hn‘_’tt{'.‘l'o
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1.3 THE SIGNIFICANCE OP THE STUDY ;. . . .

Thias researcher ia of the oom.io t.:l..on :‘I.:haf "t.ho Univara.itiea“
in Mgeria ahoul& be Fragmatic amd egalitarian by extanding: their
extra-mural activities and research programmes to the less Drivileged
members of the society in order to justify the philosophy of
Nigerian education. Although some pecPle have argued that Nigeria
has no rhilosophy of education, Thakur (1282) while agreeing with
the status que had gaid: *“What becomes clesr 1s that, repsatedily
certain efforts have been made to construct the basls for a
comprehensive eduecational philosothy, and yet, to date, nons
appears to have been articulated, However, it may he obaerved lere
that the thilosorhy guiding education in Nigerdia has heen of an
eclectic type".21 This research would therefore held in the
stimulation of sh}dieé towurds the rlight of the ﬂisadvuntagtﬁ
members of the society.

The research would alsc awaken the goverment ahout the
important role wldch 1ibraries could play in the reformational,
oducational aml industrial training programmes in prisons,

Tlthout an effective Jibrury amd informetion service, the . Zueniton
and indusirial trainirg objectives of ‘he "™gzerie Prisors Sorvice
might not e achievel, Terefore, it is nuecessary 42 rrovide rrison
pesoirees 1ike lihrories and sreouraze Lrisorers to use then

bacnuse *the nng of rricon resot:ves woilld Belr prisorera to nettle
down in *the aogiaty after their Jail terme Odeimunde (197 ) fourd

out din a study of prisnons that:  "Thooa rrevionsly in laver

-~

E;:'.IJ_'! s e'! A 'l-li{-: Tvntin~ o7 0e e B I T TY .p_.r.j_ﬂ R T FE . R BT
Rl N - T - L, . b e -

M¥aly tn roanced g higher rale 02 poat-release sl netuent thyr *hnsc

in Tower suh=lpvel of purticimtion who d4i1 not uge the aveilable
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Prison resources.
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“‘,.t apart, it has been widely held that lollt Hsorhn j
goverment workers have poor attitudes to work aml that these
attitudes have Pun the cause of the slow pace of development,
The measurement of the attitude of prison officials in this
research would therefore prove or refute the above claim,

The research 3s also timely because, most Niserians, like
Mwafor (1985) have expressed the opinion that our leaders have
now come out to accept the fact that the "multi-faceted prob}ama"z}
of Nigeria could be solved through research, Ofodile (1984) in a
similar statement also said: that ".... it i8 gratifying to
observe that Migerian leaders including some state zovernors have
shown an awareness for the importance of research in the effort to

80lve the nation's numerous muh'lei..s“.m President Ibrahim Babangida,

the current Head of State of Miseria, has also promised to
practicalize theleffiacy of basle hunan rdghts for all the

citizens of "igeria., i3 research which is aimed at evaluating

the rights of prisoners to have "access to the range of bhoclka and
other reading material normally avaiilable through the public services
to people generally in the co-.-.-uﬂty“zf as stated hy Taylor {1290)
snould therefore be of intereat to President RBahansida's human

rizhts government, 'owever it is necessqry to point out that nost

govermen? I'[‘l}!h“l!-l"_‘,’"‘_'—IIL'- ire nobk adherad to in ".'j_\;erﬁ.-. hut that

I1s another iazsue which 15 oulsile the sonpe of lhe pesennch,
T tuly is pisnili . L Y b
r ' - T —
infomiation selence liee Gi8e, o il 191 Haster i} b‘ Said:
The 1lihrarian's interppretutlaon of the wiilization »f
recordad ¥nowlelge Is harsed an the mont questicn of
whether liliraries cun atinate opr move people to thought,
iV 3y eh -3 . £2 o O .'-':-\“_-.f-_l.cr 1:._':

L. LIy, 21 ie - i WLV L
- 2 'f“ [T | JF BT S 3 * L
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action, as a result of having made use of libraries,
definidely falls within the scope of librarianship's

research effort, Therefore it is not surprising that

many of the studies undertaken by librarians have

contained heavy overtones of descriptive sociological

inguiry and, furthernore, that some investigations in

the field have been directed towards socially significant
Problems. Amorng these are the following: cul tural deprivation,
i11iteracy, censorship, adult education, rehabilitation

of prisoners, aml aging.26

So, since prisoners constitute not only a seeurity risk to
imividuals but also a grest social probler to the Pederal anmd
State Governments of Nigerin, = stuly aimed at solving this
rroblem should be significant, If prisoners are sullenly let
1rose, far imtance, the society would feel the pinch immelistely.
This study, which aims ut solving the problems of inecarcerated
eriminal s, is therefore significant,

Conseently, if rriscnera' minds are not r-:!“oane‘il while in
prison, they would pgo out at the completion of their terma of
imprisionnent to commit even more atrocities, Since prison
librarigs arve sumposed to provile materinls that wo:nld tesch the
convicts that crime does not pay, and thereby help in the
rehabilitation of their thoughis, the importarce and significamnce
of this reaearch cannod he over—emthanizeds Sullice 1 40 suy
that thore is a glarin: shssvee of attitude stulies $ounds

lihrary provision unl usaze in YVizeria anl 50 even on &' .4 erunt

lona, the stuly ghomld e zieni®ieunt, Dunied (172°93) eonfimo?
the nhove »agavdion At att tule tultes in o T ri:q ‘:5
vhen he a da 4 {‘ Mot 4430 tow ] the 1 L‘I ry - 184
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pertinent to note that even though Dr Daniel stated that he also
investigated attitudes toward the library, he 4id not aotually
measure them. 80 this researcher decided to go a step further to
actually measure the attitudes of prison officials and dmates

toward the provision anml usage of prison library resources, and,
hopefully, open a new chapter in the annals of Nigerdian

librarianship.

Above all, the study is significant becawe correctional
theory and practice would benefit from the researcher's
theoretical formulation that positive attitudes towards the
prisoners' plight especielly from prison officials and the
soclety in gemaral would go a long way not only in encourazing
Prisoners to avail themselves of the prison resources like libraries
but also in the actual provision of such resources so that the

goals of imprisonment might be achieved for the benefit of all.

lehe THE NEED FOR ATTITUDZ RFIR:RCY TN PRISON LIBRARTANSHIP

It is in view of the poor conlition of prison libraries in
Nigeria as described in the backgroundl anl statement of the
frdh'l em that there 18 need to embark on attitude research, This
would involve meusuring the attitules of both the prison officicls
and the inmates in order to identify the factors that are

responsible for the allered poor attitude togurds the provision,

and usayre of prison libpraries. The nesl for this attitude
research is further heightened by the digeovery hy Odelunle {:',- M
thut: ",... unless prisons Grovlie resources thal can enhiamce
rrisconera’ atepreleuse level or nob=lavael of tHeimtio

such resources are used by the pprisoney > 205 teprison conduct

may not differ fran 1mre=prison conluzt," Attitude researc!
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been considered suitable here because it has been reported
by Oskamp (1977)'1:1&1;: "attitudes ard opinions are cruoial in
People's daily lives and in the affairs of groups, organizatioms,
and nations. We all shou our recognition of this fact by the
frequenoy and stress with which we refer to people's attitudes
and related concepts suwch as beliefs, values and intentions, n?d
Furthermore, Oslamp quoted Gordon W, Allport as sgying that
attitude stulies &re very important in research because the
concept of attitude is probably the most distinotive and
iniispensable concert in contemporary social psychology. That
apart Oskamp (1977) has nddnced the following nine other reasons
why attitude studies are important in social science research;-
(1)} Attitude is a shorthund term. a single attitude
(#.2. love for one's family) can surmarize many
different behaviours (spending time with them,

kissing them, comforting them, agreeing with them,
doing things for them).

(2) 4n ~+171 drcun be considered the ceause of a
person's behaviour towsrd another person or an
Objaot.

(3) The concept of attitude helps to exrlain the
considtercy of a4 nerson's behaviour, since a
single attitude miy underlie marny different
actions, (In turn, Alport says, the
conaistency of individual behaviour helps tc

explain the stu) ility of society).

(%) Attitudes are important in their own rizght,

recardless of theiy relation te a person'a
behaviour, vour attitudes tooszpd varions
intividwa) s, Im4 tutions, and soeclw? imsues
(Qege & molitienl purty, the church, capital
pundaluient .....} reflect the way you Derceive
the vorld aro:nd NGy, 'y 1wl *“n“' vre wortl, atudwirg

Crive thoir owm qerp



alduced by Oskamp are all relevant to this study.

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(2)

2,

The comcept of attitude includes the idea of
unoonscious determinants of behaviour and the
dynamic interplay of conflicting motives,
whose importance has been stressed by Prewd
and other psychoamalysts,

The concept of attitude bridges the controversy
between heredity and enviromment as factors
influencing behaviour, for both instinet and
learnirng can be involved in the formation of
attitudes,

Within psychology, the concept of attitude
provides a common topic of interest for schools
of thoughtt as diverse as phenomenoclogy ard
behaviourism,

Within the field of sociology, some authors have
viewed attitudes as the most central concept ard
the basia of all socisl behaviour, since they
provide the mechaniam by which cultural patterns
influence individusl belwviour,

Within pclitical science, the concept of public
opinion is essential as a summary of the shared
attitudes of the members, i.e. cttitudes that are
important und highly standardized within the
.so::wr::let;:.f.3

It is pertinent to point out that the first six reasons

RBut, perhars,

the second reason (i.e. An attitude can be considered the cause

- \ .
of a peraon's behaviour toward another rerson or an nbject), is

researcher wonld measure the attitules of nrlson of'ficials nnd

Lroc

n

most relevant, This is the crmix of this research us the

ce ther as the causes of their trostment of orison immeies

eia)ly wvith por pls to the mpovision wnd nasee of 1ibpeay

inf'orsntion resources. In likewise, the attitules of pri:
e roées » i

towunrl prison officials wonld he measwrel and vae? in

M



cozrnlltinc'ihi~ﬂllUI-Of-1£tt!l7 ana 1n£oulstion resources for
the aohimnt of ih.'ﬁobjct;'l-;iul 6! :I.Iprilmt. As Bass
and Barrett (1981) " said: "Attitudes pla.y inportant roles
in determining the degree to which both individunls and their
organizations fulfil their soall"’.' And with gpecific reference
to the need for attitude research in librarianship, Daoniel
(1983) ) said that, "the challenges posed by the ever—
changi.ng librory environment continue to dictate thoat librarian-
ship should not only nurture a more evaluative attitude, but
undertake, also, a multiplicity of research approaches to
Justiry its e::i.si::em:a".p It is in view of the forec-soing that

the need tor attitude research into the provision ond uonpe of

librgry and information resources in Nigerian Pricons bocomes
p
more anparcnt.

1.5 OBJICTIVES OP THE STUDY

The srecific objectives of the study are:
1. To malze the FGN aware of the enormous role wiich the

provicion and usage of library and information

resources in prisons could play in the achicvenent of
the rencbilitational and reformational goals of
imnrisonncnte

?¢ To fi.d out the factors, if any, that hinder ¢ effective

vrovision -nd usage of library and infom:ail n regources in

“ieriss irisons in order to help make pricn librory
pracvices in Nigeria at par with internati ... zo . xdirds.
3. ‘o su "wat, on the basis of tie findings of Lie rescureh,

H
.

wavs of Im roving the provieion and usaje of
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5.

6o
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information resources in prisons that would help not only
in the chang:e of attitudes of prisoners towards wrong-
doing but also in the achievement of the educational > ‘
reformational,rccreational and cultural goals of
imprisonment.

To help in the harmonization of the relationship betwcen
prison officials and inmates so as to avert the incecsant
prison riotc which are believed to be czused by
the strained relationships between the two unrelated :roups.
To wmake pricon officials and inmates to cultivate and
nurture ‘ositive attitudes towards one another and norticularly
towards tie provision and usage of library and information
resources in _'ri;ons for the sake of the progress of i eria
and peacefu” co-cxistence of the citizens,

Po inculecate e rofessional spirit of librariang t.uards
prison librariaonsnip in particular and special livrories “n
general sc o5 to standardise librarianship in Hirexio,

To ensure « %t the fundamental human right of -risoners

s

to have occens to library and infosmation rescuzces i:
unduly tracpled upon by the prison officials In I orin,

This obiset.ve would be achieved by publiecising tle

(v ]

findings @ 4.¢ resevarch ana masine the sunmary
findings v ‘irble to the PGN and the Nigeriar Yrisons

) o4l -
J‘u h--orb v -
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To arouse Government sympathy and attention towards the
plight of prisoners and prison officials in penercl so that
the Governmeni would endeavour to improve, within the
limited resources, not anlx_the prison conditions buvt

the service conditions of the officials. For this
researcher has a strong contention that if prison
officials ocre mcde comfortable in terms of regular
promotion, renumeration, and professional training, they
would nurture more positive attitudes towards tue plirht

of prisoncrs,

ASSUMPTICH

It is assumed thats
(a) positive attitudes toward the plight of prisoncrs
vart evlarly from prison officials and the society
in _enexra! would go a long way in improving prison
regources, like libraries, so that the goals of
imprisonnent might be achieved for the benefii of allj
(b) attitudes »f prison inmates ceuld be used to rodict

and ~-'cesg, to a reasonable desree of accurne”, e

e within the pricon walls and Aalter

L™ L Wl e

— ¥
(CJ ) of! cinls' attitudes could be used io couLd
for ure of the srovision and uzam © ~rizon
- njor ¢ ‘
(4) : e of prison officials towards
gould ¢ uwerd to predict, to a reasonable tegrie,
f it T

the recctions of inmates towards the usare =1

réd infomation resources.

reactions of prisoners toward libr r; provision and
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(e) the attitudes of prison inmatee towards the prison officials
1
could be used to predict the inmates' usage of library and

infermation feaources.

These statements have been supported by Brannon and Schuman (1973)

in a field study report in which they found that ".... a ¢lose positive
relationship was found between respondents' attitudes and actions".33
Rokeach (1968) also agreed with the above assumption about attitudes
by inference from his definition of an attitude as "a relatively
enduring organization of interrelated beliefs that describe, evaluate
and advocate action with respect to an cbject or situation, with each
belief having cognitive, affective and behavioural c’:.ompa:um:a.-zzl'r:&i".‘7)1+
Busha and Harter (1980) concluded that "...attitudes appear to be the
end products of the socialization process; they are one of the most
readily available indicators of how a person reacts when cénfronted

with attitude objects in various situations or when exposed to

particular dispositional variables."35

It is in view of the above assertions from other researchers
that it is assumed in this study that attitudes could be measured and
used to predict as well as assess the nature of provision and usage

of prison library and information resources.

1.7: Scope
This study would cover the following cateperies of prison

officials werking in the three selected prisons:

(i) Controllers of Prisons
(ii) Prison Superintendents

(iii)Prison Warders
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(iv) Prison Education Officers

(v) Prison Social Welfare Officers

(vi) Prison Librarians

(vii)Other policy-making governmgnt officials in the Federal
Ministry of Internal Affairs, like the Minister, Director-
General and the Director of Prisons will also be covered

through interviews

The prisoners to be covered in the research would ihclude the

following categories as identified by Gunn et al. (1978)

(i) Short-term prisoners - i.e. under 19 months
(ii) Medium-term prisoners - i.e. between 19 and 48 months

(iii)Long-term prisoners - i.e. over b years,

The study would deal with the attitudes of the prison officials
and priscn inmates towards all aspects of the prison establishment
that are likely to affect the provision and usage of prison
library and information resources in Nigeria. However, a brief
comparative study of prison libraries in Nigeria with those of
other countries (especially Britain where the concept of modern
imprisonment was imported to Nigeria) would be done.

The survey research method to be used for the study would
cover only the largest prison in each of the three geographical regions
of Nigeria created by the Rivers Nipger and Benue, namely:

Northern Repion - Kaduna Central Prison

Eastern Region - Enupu Frison

Western Region - Kirikiri Maximum Security Prison
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1.8 DEFINITION OF TERMS

. In oxder to get a clear picture of the contents of this
research, it would be necessary, at this juncture, to defing
some key words that are being used and which would be used in
reporting the findings after the field work, The key words and

their definitions are as follows:

1.8.1 Prison

This is a special building where criminals are lrent locked
up as a *‘punishment' for proven crimes committed, and wiere
suspects are detoined awaiting trial.

The Encyclcpaedia /‘mericana (1981) : has explained further

that *the typical prison, often called a penitentiary,'is a
large institution surrounded by a high wall or fence and designed
to confine adult criminals who have been convicted of felcnies

or serious misdemeanors.“370ther words in close association with
prison are such words like dungeon, jail and dock.

A dungeon is a close dark prison, commonly underground;

a dock is the pluce in a court of law where the prisongy or the
suspect stands.

A jail, according to the Encyclopaedia Americana (19017

is & "amall locol correctional facility that receives cuord-—ters

prisoners convicted of minor offences. Tt also serves, in addition,

' . i .y 38
as a place of detention for persong accused of crime and awaiting trial",
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1.,8,2 Prisoner : .
| A priaoper has been defined by the Encyclopaedia Americana
(1981) as; "a person kept in a prison to be tried.... a person
or animal (seised and) held with limited freedom of movement."39
Other sources, like the Oxford alvanced Learners! Die tionary
{197%), have defined a prisone;~ as "a person kept in prison for

crime or until tried in a law~oourt; person, animal or bird kept

40 , :
in fely] nﬁneme nt. csee 1] A Prisonex )ﬂ’lerefcre, from the .

researcher’s point of view, would he any person who is forced

tec stay in a aspecific place ggainst his will, for whatever

'easOne

1.8.3 Prison Officisls

These are employees of povermment who are charged with the
responsibility of eitl'g'::r rerforiineg certain duties in prisons or
seeing that such duties are performed by others. They usually
receive some renumeration Mor thedir services and are ertitled to
stre other fringe “erefita, Tor the purposes of this research,
such of Meisls inolude Priaon Turdera, Prison Juperintendents,
Prison Controller-s/ﬁssistant Gontrellers, the Director of Prisons,
Prison Bluestdon OffMeers, Priann Docial "elfsve Officers,

Prison Tibrvdens and go Torth,

166l Librayyr aind Tnfaection Resources

Libipary and dnfre, bion resoneces condd be delrad us books,
periodiculs unl g 3jo-vistial aterinds thet are providel Tor nag
b pooples  The heokng erediedis Go 007 Cndioeviaus] naterinlas,
3ueh az filoe, moti™ pletargr and so forth,are usually housed in a
it i no in n _'a;’:;‘.‘,a‘;";:,_tic ot fon T roetrieval,  Re .-’Hﬂ:: aTune

arnd f‘ll_!""'ll.‘_tl.ll‘e e il_:'_l?'—i-!jl' 1'.":‘0\’:‘ifle-f »"01‘ I‘-‘E;O_."Jlﬁ w0 it and Pl s

of the Tihrary materdals. Provisior iz 2lac naually nale "o
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pe.ople to borrow books and take home to read , The proviaion
of 1ibrary and infommation resources 1s aimed at meeting the
irtellectual, spiritudl, educationsl and other social necde of

the people concernel,

1.8.5 Attitules

There are as many definitions of the word 'ullitade' us
there are peorle who are able #«nd willing to attcont » definition,
The wajor difference between the definitions hes however teen in
the view points of tlose peorle. Mevertheless, there nra oue or
two definitions that are relevint to the rescurche Culur [1977)
rerorted that "Cricinallr the term 'attitude! referre’ fo

EE R -

Person'’s hollly nosition o roctupe, anl 3% is o 4§

. P .

in this ww =.for exarple, "Me sat slumped in ap ot

L1

e ilants . . '
Tejection®, Ir soctil science, however, the ‘i LR I
mear & "pogture of the mimi”, rather than o7 the holr ¥, “ut the
mcegt comlrehensive of the definitions attenited no fur, acceriing

to Os¥amp (1277) is tint of [Qirort whe 3aid that an "2ttitde ia

a mental or neutrel state of readiness, opgunised throuzh exrerience,

exerting a directive or dynamic inMuerce ngor the Intividull 'y
respoime o 211 objeatas =nd aifualion aith wtdeh 1 Tr wploca T

o~ . ——y % - - - . =
Caturny (1277} then svwcarized the JefMuitions and au

- *

reoent yeurs the evaluntive gapect of =ttitudes hig Leoes Inere ol
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It is customary among researchers to make a reconnaisance
of the subject arca of the reseAQch in order to narrow down and
to clearly demarcate the research problem. This aspect of the
research is crucial to the actual research because, as JBusha and
Harter (1980) ' said: "By associating the proposed study
with extant library or information science theory, the proposal
writer attempts to establish a relationship between a specific
research problem cnd the greater topic or area into which the
inquiry falls."1 Tiis academic reconnaisance of the subject area
which is usually called literature review (or literature se#rch),
has been defined by Dusha and Farter (1980) * as: "an
attempt to identify, locate, and synthesize completed recearch
reports, articles, books, and other materials about the cned fic
problems of the rescarch topic." ¢

The literaturc review for this research would therelore
concentrate on nublirhed or unpublished information ~bout erime,

Penology and Prisonss I'rison Libraries in Great 5ritain; I'rison

Libraries in tie Uniled States of America (U.5.A.); /r’con Libraries

in some other selected parts of the world; and Frison Libraries in
Niperia. The literature review would be further narrow:d doun

to the attitudes of prison officials toward prison imnmates, and

the attitudes of »ricon immates toward prison offici d
toward the provi:i i usame of prison library and . rmation
regources in the rld ip peneral and Nigeria in parils e
™is review of 1itoerature of the attitudes of priso: *Ticials
and inmates woiilu v used to justify the theoretical foraulation
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that positive sttitudes favour provision and uvasge, while
nagative attitudes favour non-usage as well as non-provigion,

It is wopth noting from the onset that throughout the world,
reasearchers have found it a .he_rculian tank to conduct research
into penal institutlons. Cunn, et al, (1978) have reported that:

As & pule it ig difficuwlt if not impoasible for ivory

tower academics, guch as ourselves satisficatorily to

carry oul reseurch in closed institutioms, Such institutions

do not usually teke kimdly to a group of outsiders observing

their day to day activities whilst they the practitionera have
no control over the final report.)

Mitford (1973), a researcher who pitched her net in the priscons in
the United States of imerica, had a nasty experlence and confirmed
wiat she was told by a priason beat reporter that:

One thimg to umleratanl about mrisons: there 1s no

truth, you have blending, shifting situations, If you

vere writing about say, the Mavy, yvou could soon master

*he basie faclts, but in the peml field the fasts 411 turn '

into eontruaiictionsz, Prisom is a worid unto itaelf, 1iKe '

a gane of monopoly where Players Aom't understand the rioles,’

Deapite the Airrieulties, with a bit of patience, tack and
rerseverance nost mrison reserwchers have nueceeded, This

resegraicr, therefore, also honel tn use the same tuclicn ir onler

o suecceed dp thig =iy,

2.0 Crirmg, Ponoln-r ond Tpdance

"Phe slgbe of o natian'e cetnons ds neebhadly a mennive™l

At

indew of the nopal health of s zmntier,  Aside e that o 7
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vhiloso:d iend position, 11 of s wope coneerned alent eviig and bos

n
0o rehmbilitate or Incapancitote convictol Telonne” izt Mastoy (13)?-‘%}
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a.rr:eutl' ;t'ﬁe nagging problem. Thére are ﬁany ;a;wg. of solving
the problem of crime, hut, perhans, the most logical way is to
tame the confirmed criminals who are usuglly incarcerated in
Frisons, This rosearcher has hypothesized, umong other things,
that the provision and usape of gool prison library end
information resources would go a lang way in the achievement
of the prison objective of reformation anl rehabilitation,
Having seid that, i1t would then be necessary to trace the
hiatory of crime, penclogy and prisors,

The origin of e¢rime has been traced te the biblleal
creation of the urdverse and mankind, Engzelbarts (1972)
suid that: "There hove alwsys been crines, the Mrst of
which was committed agmainat Gol: the third chapter of Genesis
reports tbf‘ ddamts and Tve'a fall fros froce, and the fourth
tells of Cain slaying his hrother abel."

Since then many crimes have been committed und uare
cortinually being sornitted Jespite the s¥iff penalties,
even of capital punjishment, As a result o' the prevalerce of
crive in the socicety, mandnl has deviged sowe special lawe in
orfiier to cuph erine v s to protect laveshiding nembers of
the societys Engelborts (1972) wlso told us thet:
Hummvrulyi, kEing of Sabylon, whoe {lourished al.out
1700 ,C.y daried Lo e sdlninal code snd Bed 34
carved in oungd Torm wpdlding on oo dlorite colunng
Zoncwhul later Voses brought his deoslogue dow
fron ¥Mte 3ined, Ti the sixth century AJD.,

Jus tinian, Bubercr of "yzantium, achieved his greater

accocplishnent in the pllicrtion of the fnrpus Turis
Civilis, the coti™Meation of the Rovur Toue Tince 4hed

Aoy eodi Mo b a7 arindaad anl rens s T s roeesode]d

slvicge ! ¥



most all oouritri;ea of the world hm one form of penal
code or the 0‘&1?1" for the preventlon of corime and punishment
of oriminals, Here in KNigeris, we have the famous "Penal Code
of Northern Nigeria", as a oopent examples Some crimes like
burglary, robbery, murder and repe are very clear to most
paorle but generally any violatlon of laws enacted by Govermment
is regarded as a orime, As Engelbarts (1972) anid, "crime msy
be ¢onceived ae actions in defiance of laws nromulgated by

feleral and state legislatures,....”

The causes of crimes sre as varied as the crimes themselves
and there are varinus schoels of thought abovt the dsove. . Dine
(19?9) haos sadid that: "eeess liberal jurdsts and philoscihicrs
heold that thoge refoved will be repluced by others until

Plerald

. . - = - i
remedies gre found {or the inegaalities and prievunces gu
by the losers in a pocrly funciioning social gyusten',

m ~ - , L . P A 1. A
The sociel crpanization of maat countries of the world
esjecially where capitauliam is procticed, mides certnin membeors

of the soclety very rich while the other nembers, usuzlly the

mejority, are very rnooy, These socic=eno-cnde Intudonces

’ . , o ra
(or dne pinldties as the above sBhoul of thoupht would taese i3
real £ dn hnrplaries, rohhepries amd thieverigs of 77 nordn,

ir order to s4rile o bolance,
etlier sehicnd of thought Taokn ab axing s v ogoad ol
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Criminal tendencies were inherited and he
considered orime as beirg atavistic, a

throwback to the mature of primitive nun,

He also ;_thoi_;'ght that it has its rhysical stigmata.
This school still has some adherents; as late

as the 1920's American anthropolosist Hootor, .
published a version of ¢ rimogenesis (etiol oy

of crime) which 'hose concrete evidence of that

sort of thinking,?

Engelbarts (1972) also reportel that "psychiclosists think
that erime is caused by charscicoe malfomation whose
Tounlntions are 1ali? v ¢ 2ly ch:‘.l-lhooﬂ".” This vigr hes
X150 begen found to lig valid heesuse children usiwlly Jezen und

grow with what they observe either from their purents oy theip

school tenchers or fron the scclety generally, Therefure, i the

society is cormmpt for instunee, the childre ¢ el mp
fron sueh & society would surely he corrupt, T™in ev lengtion
aorces With what Ule aceld? ‘au"j ats think I:. T 2rlino. Bl Thart
12 :”: further 3+.id fhat Zeciol o dints luve Mopadetel o theory
knonn uas the Aifferential assoeintiorn theer ahideh states thets
it . - 1 21 - - : T . " Ty
esvee Orime is leurmel, 1i%e almost al) bel:rd ' pon nnt hy

esnccistion with reprsons who A0 not act Iy ueccoxdumeg with

the mopma el valuen intermaldived by the Qog=aht?2i-0 cned et o,
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. 41 _ _
0fori-Amankwah explained that the concept of imprisomment

was not new to the Roman Fmpire but was illegal as & form of
punishment under the Roman anit Civil law, He went further to
confirm that the concept of impmrisomment hal existed in Ghana

long before the white man came. Accordirg to Oforl-imankwah

(1973): *

PowerTul tribal chiefs and their council=of-glders
always had an effective system of orimiml jJustice,
Wthere an offenier wus smared decapitation ami
mitilation, he was usudlly sentenced 1o a term of
servitude, workirny for » chief or some powerful
eldar until his family might redeem him, Hor

this purpose, however, gnell, and even improvisged,
cells had to be built to prevent escape of
prisonsra aml ensure that thay worked hard, or were
available for military service during the long era
of frequent inter—tribal warfares W

Just a8 in Ghana, the comsent of imprisomment had

existed in Nigeris lony belfore “le coming of the white man,
" -

i I
-y 4F r .
Inference fron Movu. worl., lilke "ardi® ahlch means

Maxd of WoA. Pricen”, or chief warler, us explained by
ar
W5 :
Abpahar (1762), and "andnrobu™ © which meens "warder®, as

axplained by Skidnner {1865) hevg 2onfimed the existence of
Priscng in Worthers Tigeria before and during the colonial era.

Tigrafore it night not e correct Lo reler +0 Drisons as

_ . " - s - e R R I SR
el onial impesiticn:, Tt i hegover trie to ossy thet the

contept of modern Joisona tosz'ior wlbh the nodeen rathols ol
} RS
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the prison was meant to be an instrument, comparable with =
and no less perfeot than - the school, the barracks, or the

17
hospital, actirig with precision upon its individual subjects.”
Be that as 1t may, the point this researcher hus made is that

the laudable ideas about imprisomment, whether they existed from
the beginning or cropped up la‘ter, are quite feasible and have
been properly implemented in prisons. Dine (1979), for instance,
being skepticul abont the efficacy of these ideas described
rehabilitation as: ",,..., an omnibus and inaccurate won! which
includes all henien mensures taken by crimiml justice of'ficlals
with the intent of changing the attitude and behuaviour of

erininale so that they will be ahble tn choone law™Mil meuns
©

-

of satisfying thair» hanic neels,"
Dine and other writers may have theiy Joubts about the

gnaceas of prehahilit tion, but this resercher is of the

oninion .t nrison V1ibraples not ondy world 2o a long war in
supporting the elucstiona? and indwitrial treining prograrnes

of the prisons hut zlso, at lewt, help the prisoners te utilize

the many hours which tligy have 4aily on their hunids, .Ain idle

e
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"Ono'e a erimiml is cayght and tried amd imcarceratel, the
interest waneseesss The general public seems to care lithle
about prisons anl prisoners, wrongly assuming that tlie jssues
n 19

they raise concern only questions of punishment or deterrence,

Apathy and outright opposition abound in prison refow

I1iterutures The politicians do not seem to care, as Dine (1979) has said

because "tl erg are no volez to be won in campaisning for a

helter prison system and therefore mo political rerty s wneh

20
chant 3t in 185 eleetion manifesto,”

So-e manhers of the society even Joke about the whoe
issne and are reported by MNine (1973) to have retortel, ratior

. 3 "

sarcusticnlly, that "if we ma¥%e our risons 1ike four=ntir

N el
nte) s, Phey 'Y never he emrtyd They never ures"
This .pesecurcior dnes pot blame the penple win Ho? 1 e’
Il
cntiseetal views Yien-tice nost T othe prent ?‘0‘.?':"_'13?‘! of
w0210 have tepte’ one fopm of Inpedsommet op the othig: 7 1Y have
rzMusael te inprove the situupticn even vhew thery eventuslly

.
s

cume to the throne of powere JTupriacament and pocy

coalition: apnear Lo ever remnin = wystery to hununity.

o "

Thegrelore, zince uodern Ddodn Socether oLl
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NS
to read at all. landau (1966) has reported that "until the

late 19th century prisons combined 'safe custody of the
person' with '.':.mprisoment of the mindl,.. operuating by
seclusion, employment and religion's There was no statnt-ory
provison for libraries in prispn..."22 This particular
record was concerned with the situation in Great Rritain,
specifiocally,

ffowever, through the incessant strugzgle of philantropists
and religious lesders, the first prison lilirary was set up in
Creoet Britain in 1837 by the Cheplain of Maidstone. Despite
the introduction of libraries in priscons in Grezt "iritain,
there was o drustie 12w wshovt the tyne of motepinla ¢ he
provided in prison libraries, Yandau {19€8) has again reported

LANER | ‘-‘C T‘rirr\.. fadk o AR e !"‘.‘til-':ct:. :—11:",] ted e t

e - B L - tm o dg ='a

e boois op Lrinted jpulers sikall be alwitted into any prison
=3

eveert by permission of the Visiting Tusticen,"™”
43‘1

This antisceinl Yaw reo:ained in [oerce o 431 4877 wtien

the Jocal Prison Code Rule 42, 1878, weie provision for "a

1ilrury to be proviCed in covery pidsorn con-isting of sweh %wcols
- 3. L 1._3_5"", t ¢ © = 3 - - _ 48 i
p 15410 51 ! Toraehid] set up bhe Desortreentsl
tlge or lie 137w al hea to _oi & e
3 . @ 7 gL s . P
e - ey 4 T § 1
tinual upmil 1927 { OV



L5
recognized the important role whioh' the prison 1librery could
Play in the educational amd rehabilitational objectives of the
prisons as reported by Taylor (1980) thus: "The Depurtment
believes that good library facilities have much to contribute
through study and recreation to the personal development of
Priﬂomrs".zs Taylor (1280) reported further that the British
Government also allowed prisoners free access to Tirst class
library service by declaring tlat "iccess to a lihrary scrvice
of proven quality is n mgjor ingrelient in ehwcutior, wrd this
is no less important for peonle in custody than for anyone el se.
Tooks are their winlnx or the wordd, affording then mertal
stinlation, possibiiitics “or mersconal development and contuct

Y
¥

witl the comrunity,”

.,:. +v_‘_,: ahvowa :""1‘3-";" ot tsrent Prem the Med $53al Serepoorpoont .
i, ho o ~le r )t ¢ o I nn o of '0"’11 Y FNyicy crvip L
Irignners was not =z privilese ot u righly The Rritich Govrerna
potiey ulso clurified the icsue of gensorshin of mutericlc te ¢

noade aveilable in priscn libraries, Jt wus sade Juite clewr tha!

the swie type of materill To ~11adle to .z freelecy?: 1
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80, from the ibre—gOing;it t.:c;ﬁ.d..“'be aeen that the ﬁﬁtiah
Government has constitutionalized the issue of the provision amd
usage of library resources in all prisons in the United Kingdome
But the pertinent question to poze at this Junctwre ia: What has
been the state of the art since the 1978 govermment pronouncement?
From the 1iterature available to this regearcher, the stute of the
art is generally gloomy bul g lot of improvements have becn
registered here and there. DBroome (41981) has written about "the
unpatistactors nature ¢of the prevalling levels of service” 28
and of the preesure which z few enthuslastie librarians with the
holp of prison education officers, mounted on the Hone 0ffice
to improve prison library conlitions, since 1972. Pearson (1902}
her, however, sadl 5o the eontpewry 000 "whilst ospison libpoyies
have heen in existence for mzary yowrs, 1t iz in fuet the last

]
i 1 IR} ) . )
Jifteen yeaps which Lave seen Uie geuwatest dintepsitly of action,

pra;resy and devel opnent.""g owever, in about [five and foup

yours ualter Brooae und Peurson, respectively wrote, another

writer, Naythornthwaite (1957) was 1eported to have suid that
"Tri her opinion prison libraries were an under-staffed, undaer—

davaloped, urder~usced, unlor=linsieed, wder-appraoiatel wapec
-~

P, ST 1. e . - e ., .
ol Wie gorvice wnd that the 7.0,0, Tihie, and Frison Litrasles Tpoud,

menbacs and all others iterestel iy rpdsen 110 paries shiould
30
sloive 10 rajse the profile o Titeredies within prisona,t
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inprovements have been effected in all aspects of the
1ibrery services offered to those held in custody,.

Not all establishments have been able to implement
inprovamenta! in every asmect of these services.
Perhaps 1t was with fore-sight that the Iibrary
Assoclgtion chose to cgll their publiocation
Guidelines, thereby recognizing the 1ikelihood that
sane time would lapse before the defined standards
could be achieved .31

4 peraonality profile of the three wmdters eited ahove
woil1 reveal that whereas frthur Pearson is the firat Deputy
Dhiefl Tluwention Officer, with special responsibility for prison
Yibpraries, the other twe are profcssicnal lihrarians, Fror the

rer=onulity pro®ile, one could clexply see why the writers have

diverpen' views abhout the stute of the prison 1ibrupries in

Grez' MWitair, This presearrher i= of the opinion th ¢ bhurely
cicht years after the 1‘;}?“- govere aent _'Iv_"!')r“.t':un.’--_ifn_-r:‘, 414 yoe oo

I T T —_ fonaet Fike: o3 t- vm b A

pirdcon Tihearies to live up $o jpeflegsiongl stendeni, Peurs

all i 195, shen he wrote that "periias it was with fore=alighi thut

e Tibe,pr sgscodation choge to c:x1Y theip publication

Guidelines, thereby recognizing the livelihool that some time
< s _ 32
werld Turze before the defined sh.ondards could be achieved.”
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Britain is not only praise-worthy but also worthy of emul.tion,

especially by developing countries like Wigerila.

Apart from forming the Prison Libraries Group cmp:-.ie;in{;
not only librarians involved and interestel in prison Tihrariunship but
also prison officials,the L.A.,on its part, has produced standards for

rison librapriarahin, The salient excerpts from the standunds

as listed in Prison Libruries (1')!?-1} which are relevant tn thia

b
research conld be seen in Aprenlix I. Lastly, concermirg
miblicity and user educstion, the L& Las stuted in the

Prison Libparies (19?1) thet:

Tt i5 dmportant thatl the 1ibpay is £y rublicize

and that gttention 1a muid 4o the neeld for uzer <lua t .
Prisoners should be nale uvare of the ssoz¢ o the
llll": son's own acllgetic ol the 1 -|.".-"-::r: rey .oog

.‘..L'-'_..'.l-].{.tb_'; t‘.r‘")-xuf. Lize 1 2ilie 4‘-.!-:‘-”,‘. service, Pliis L Y
be achieved through ‘¢ nze 0f & npamphlet which ec1d
complement a sesslor on the tige of the 1ibrary whiich
would form part of the genersl inluction procass,

More detailed user eluwe: tion shond be amssogiated At!
Yie elwation mrogremne fraix the teuching of hasic
s%i1ls through the more aivincel individusl stuly,.”-

Tt is also worth mentlicning that the level und succes:
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P ~=feon Jibrary servicer In the Mnitel rcolom T S
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servioce and who persualed the Home Office

to set up a Project Grouv in 1972 to

enquire into the whole question of library

provigion, 36

Another note-worthy aspect of the Pritish Prisons is theip
open door policy to researchera and other membera of the public
who wish to knom about what goes on in the prisons, This
attitule 1a commenmlable hecanae most prison pesearchers)
including this researcher,liave hul one tale or more to tell
alout their encounters with npison officials who would not
like intruders to pry inte their 'secrets'., It is hoped th:t
the 'ane Office would maint . in this open door policy as stated
by Peapaon (1';‘°J|) that:

The Prison Deiurtuient Yosh - Lo, amnd ia derendent upon,

the professional liberari:o sewvice flop its help in the

production of meanin: M1 o orraicals aml will do what it

can, with the resources «t i!s disposal and the

ohligatory comtr i _ } ¢
positive wey LS *the recocord.tions

u'.' 'Jmir 4|:tl;é;'3.57
Suffiece 4t to say that « pecent staly of three Devon Prisoun
Libraries by Shute (1985) hus tentified that the Pritish Prison
Department's open door policy 1. weing carried out as stated

by Pearson (19&). Accord irg to Olinite:

The c¢hallense o nroltc’ sunh @an sropatand hues hes
aale infinitely euanior i t yeipz by the
mmhlicatior of the "ume 0™ ™Meoe's TNl inyr T tatermant
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to 3o 80 in all British prisoms, as examplified by the few

excerpts given abovae. The Home Office Policy Statement of
1978 as well as the Idbrary Assoclation’s Guldelines on Prison
Libraries have been a catalyst in the provision and usage of
library resources in all the prisons in U.K. as testified by
Baxendale (1986) who said that:
Gresxter enlightemment as 4o the potential of the
litrary services as contributor to the manazement
function of the establighment (keeping the temperature
down as some would put it) as well as the qality of
life of the innates hus resulted from the publication

of the Department’'s Policy Statement in 1978, and
the Idbrary Association's Guidelines on Prison ILibraries,

2uke  Prison Iibraries in the United States of fmerica (USa)

Tn the United State of inerica (USA), the need for the
Proviasion of libraries 3n rrisons was ﬁcogrlised early and
implemerted without much ade, compared to Great Rritain,
Nevertheless, Engelbarts (1972) has lamented the dearth of
literature on vrison liLraries in the US4 an? ss33 that:

Not s0 long ago there were oo priscon libraries
anywhere in the United Gtates. This lack of
intereat in books is reflcected even in the
medern textbooks on criminclogy and on pendlogye.
To 1ook in the inmlexes O thene books for entrlesn
urder the lieadin; Prison Tdbrarier s most often
unrewerdingt the majordfy of bLewxtboals slight

the subjeet, Mnt one ean et some concorticn

of the art by soavsl ting o few works where the
tople is mentioned ot lesst tansentinlly.s0

Drpellbarts dlse yuole? Noepes as seying thet L1 4w
A30Cieult Lo tell exactly vhon *he Uirct prison 1iLrory wos set
uf in the MA. Sccerding Lo Sigelhuris{ ‘.9?2}, Foernes had said
trat "e do not Frog duat when tho first coedson Jdhperey waa

drstallel but the MATadelvhds mrdaon society furmidshed hools

‘} Bl
. . . ) . . il
te the "risoners in the ranmvsted "ot Dhpeed jull in 17200,



A

However, Ghadamosi (1978) seems to disagree with both
Engelbarts and Barnes, According to Gbadamosi (1978)“2,
the Connecticut prison was the MMrset to set up a prison
library in 18,5, He further asserted that the San Quentin
(California Prison) 1ibrary set up in 1852 was "one of the
best and most libers]l bvrison librariece in its time and premain
80 even today with the reputatinn".hz

Rut judgin: froo whzt other writers huve g2id  thia
resesrcher worlld he irclinel! te acecept Rarres' statement aso

quoted hy Zngelhurts that the “Amlnut “fpoep 3217 in Priladel phica

was the Mrst to set the hall polY i in what could he

repuarmied as the maleus of Tipury services to Prisoners I the W4,
T o t‘li'EO: has said, for instumce, thal "In 173C a sclur:te
cq s ! !
thia heemae the DMiprt penitentlior: in the Mnitel Stute .".".

e thut as it o oy the 'mitel States of jnerica han 155
reigona of 43ifferant Lypenes COrg ‘hing that 4a conmon to theoy

Prisons as reporte! by Grgeldurts (1272) is thut "Fractics17:
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Even there in the United States where every citizen claims

his rights, we are told by Bngelbarts (1972) that for prisoners:
"the library is as inaccessible as an arsenal, The prisoners
can't go there; they must make their selection from a pri;:t.ed
nineographed pamphlet, or fram a single dog-eared sheet. "L?
Prison library literature has generally, heen very scanty,
48
at least up to 1966, Gillespie (1968) conlucted a study of the
5 Prison libriary scene and foumd that there were only 500
citations since 1930 with muny years withcut a sinele citation,
Je are further told by Engelbarts (1972) that "Between 1900
1264 hic counted 206 entries, wost of the articles appesring

In Jibrary Jourmal. There were few theses; the average wuz one

}ig

thesis in six and = hal{ years”, The situation has not chaned
el ginse G31Yesrie’s 1258 stidye A8scainte Proluasor, i

ile T‘m::u_n, of the Gradusxte Sehool of Tibprary and Infeormation
”~

0 - = . T - _ . %
eiwe, UCLL 1 e 1is g recent pergona ther to this
science, UCLL confimned this in & mecont perponal letter %o this

vogonrclier, Atcopdinge to Thoun 6 Lk "tlhore has not heen o

creat deal of researc! puhlisiel or prison librury service
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also to intellectual freedom, It is, perhaps, this constitutional
recognition which has made it manlatory for people in oorrectional

institutions in the USA to be provided with library and information

pervices,

As a result of the consitituional recognition, therefore,
the American Iibrary issociution throwh its division, the
Assceintion of Spacin.l:l}er] and Cooperntive Library agencies (ASCLA),
hus prolwed library stanlards for correctional institutions in the
USA. Accomling to ASCLL (19€1) the objective of the stundiids is
"o provide z guide for Meniing, inlementution, and evaluition

of 1ibriy services on o continuing basis in correctiony]l institutiors
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are oonsidered relevant to this research and could be adopted

by the Migerian Prisons with moderation,

From the.sallent excerpts of the Iibrury Sturdapds for
Adult @orrectioml Insgtitutions in the B4 as showm in
iprendix I, one could observe that they are quite laudable and,
perhaps, flamboyant es_‘neciuu;"u they are tagged "basie". 4
pertinent guestion thut comes to ong's min? on going throuch the
stardands ia: Mow fur are tlese basgic stamlamrds adhered to in tie

USA? This question would lkeer on re—echoirg in one's - i

because literature on 1ibrary services 10 correctiony) instittions

in "SA still frowne bt zovepmient gpathy touw-.rda the rros®son

of rood 1ibrary servicer Lo incarcer tel sl fenders, 77 "ore
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245 Prison ldbraries in some other, selected parts of the world

Apart from Great Rritain and the USA, prison libruriles
exist in most coun‘ries of the world in vurying degrees. In
Gcandinavig, for instance, library services are made available
to rrisoners through the outreach programmes of public an?
univergity libraries. Hele (1SJVO) has reported that the Schoo?l
of Tibpapiunship ut 0slo organised a course in Amil 1980 iy

which it was asseased that "oielh hus been achieved bhot)i .. .0
54
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Cooperation between librardes and penal justice
in Hamburg began in 1961, MFurther developments
tock place in 1976, followirg the passing of a
new law on peral gervitule whisk allows more
socialisation and education im pisce, The

14 prison libraries, fimanced by the Hamburg
Justice Depariment, aim te provide educatiomal
and recreational litcg_t-o in easily acoensible
anl attractive rooms,

Idbrary gervices to prisoners im W. Germany, on the whole,
appear to be the most liberal and clopsest to the ideal compared

to what obtains in Great Britain and the United States of

Amerioca.
Neuquelman (1978) undertook a historical survey of prison

libraries in France under the titlet "Libraries and reading in

a prison ontiroment'.éo The study oovered the period 1841 to

the liberalisation of the 1970s sketchily, and also examined
the current situation, The 3 Lyons prison libreries were
studied in greater detail. The results amd recommendations of

the survey, as reported in library and Information Sclence Abstracts

(1979) were ".ev.. insufficient funds, rerely direct access,
centralisation of book selection in the hands of the Central
Iibrary Service for Prisons. Suggested improvements are
decentralisation of selection, collaboration with looal public
libraries, and training of those in charge of the lib:-aric:".61
However, this researcher does not agree with the recommendation
that book selection should be decentralised in prison libraries
in Prance, and imdeed anywhere at all, Centralisation might
have its pros and cons but as far as prison librariamship is
concenrendd , it is this researcher's oandid opini

might be the best aystem of munagirng prison liberies.



Cameron (1969) supperted this view when he stated that in
the whole of the United Kingdom, the management ef prison

1ibraries is centrelised. According to Cemeron, the
organisation of prison libreries 1s: ".... something which
oould follow the pattern in the United Kingdom where all
priscn libraries ars oontrolled by & librarian in a central
Prisons .., whoge duty it is to see that regular excharge of
books take place within Prisons throughout the t'.u::unt'..rgr"'.62

That apart, prison libreries throughout the world, it
haes been reported by other -riters, seem to have & common
problem of shortage of funds and personnsl. Odekunle (1974)
for inatance, hae agserted that *the investigation of any
. Prison instantly reveals the problem of lack of "fit™ between
“ meang and stated goal, The prison im i neither adeguate nor
approprisate in huwan and material resourcea".éj Therefore,
under such oiroumstances, decentralisstion of prison library
resources whioh would entail more personnel (which would imply
more furds) would not be suitable. Prudent management of
materisl and human resources certainly requires fewer qualified
and dedicated handas,

Apart from Prance, Bernsteins (1986) has reported about
Priscn library services in Norway, Sweden ami Demmurk.
According to Bernsteins (1986):

Until the mid-1970'a the development of prison

librariamhip in Norway paralleled the
situation in Greet Britain and the Unlted States

more closely than in nelghbouring Sweden.
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~ Most prison libpraries were initially stocked

. with domated books purchased exrressly for

 the priscners. 4lsc, as the emphasis charged
from punishment to reformation anl rehabilitation, -
the type of bocok chosen ohang&% from religious to
sducatioml and recreationals

An inprepgsive aspect of prison library service in Norway has been

the setting up of guidelines, perhaps gimilar to what obtains in

the USA and the UK, Aocording to Bernsteins (1986 ):

Guidelines were alep established for size of
o0llaction ard eize of profemioml ataff.

Minimum oollection sire waz set at from 1,000

to 3,000 volumes, depending upon the aize of

the prison population, A fomula that considered
sise of the prison population and cireulation

rate of bocks waa devipssd to incresse the minimum,
Collections are to grow by 8% per year. The size
of the professional staff is to be determined by

a sliding scale based upon the number of imates :
in sach institution, Pewer than 30 priscnera
requipe 30 of a position; 31 to 51 prisoners LOX;
up to 176 to 200 prisoners, 100X ami 251 to 300
prisonera, 150%. The basia for the scale wes st
experience ard normal working heurs in Scandinavia,
Attexpts were also¢ made to run the operation as
efficiently as possible, because the customized and
apeaialized mervices provided to the mwisoms cost
more than norwmal public library aorrloes.65

In Sweden, whioh had 400 prisons and houged 5,392 imzates

as at 1st July 1983 as reported by Bernsteinma (1286), pudblic

libraries are obliged by legialation to provide library

sarvices to prisoners. According to Bernstelns:

In 1949 a cacmiassion on public and ackool libreries
reported thet prieon libraries suffered frou
Inadequats funding, unqualifled munagement,

uneven collectlon devel opwent, am? ocut-of-date
moteriala. Xt proposed that local public libraries
ba authorised t0 assuwe responsibility for prison
1ibrery sctivities, whish, indeed, became the cape
in 1958, Urder the terms of the 1958 legislation,
the Natiorsl Priaon and Probation Administration {NPPA)
transfarred responsibility for priaong%ibrary
sctivities to local public 1libruries,
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In Demark, 1library gervices to prisens are alse being

run by publie Ij.bnr:lu, as a resilt of legislation,
Bernsteins (1986) has reported that:

The situation began to change for the better
in 1970 when a report igsued by the Ministry
of Justice recommended that prison libraries
be established as departments of the local
public or central library, that the prison
library book eollection be replaced with
deposit occllections from the public library,
and that the subject matter and types of
reading materials beex  rcd to inoclude
pericdicals, and reference and arts and orafts
books, Guidelimes and standards were
established and in 1972 a pilot project was
begun at Eorum Prison (approximately 190
imates).®7

So, on the whole, prison library services in other parts
of the world appear to be following the example of the USA and
the UK, The UK axample, in partieular, where publiec libraries
are contracted to run prison libraries seems to attract the
attention of most of the other countries of the world as

examplified by W. Germany, Norway, Sweden and Demark,

2.6+ Prison libraries in Nigeria

The 1iterature about prison libraries in Nigeria per se
is hard to come by just as what obtains in other parts of the
world as amalysed above, In other words, published materials
about prison libraries in Migeria are as scanty as, and even
lesser than, those for Great %ritain, the USA and other countries
of the world. The Nirerianlibriry literature covers mostly
university, publiec and sane special libraries, The special

libraries are moatly thoae of i1 organizatliona,
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Apparently, these types of libraries are the most
developed ones in Nigeria. The dearthof literature about the
prison libraries, which are among the least developed types in
Nigeria, might therefore, not be a surprise to anyone familiar
with library development in Nigeria., The status of least
developed notwithstanding, there is no special reason why
librarians should not unlertake research into prison libraries
in Nigeria. As a matter of fact, a few librarians have conduo ted
research on prison libraries in Nigeria and have even published
the results of their investigations in learned journals.

Prison libraries are said to have been in operation in
Nigeria as far back as 1953, when the Kakuri Prison Library was
set up in Kaduna. According to Gbadamosi (1978) the Kakuri
Prison Idbrary was the first to be set up in Nigeria and it
was from there that "bboks anl other educatiomal materials were
distributed to other prison libra.rioa".sa This researcher
found out that the Kakuri Prison Camp library was not the first
as stated by Gbadamosi (1978). In the firet place,the library
was opened in 1956 when the firat set of immates also moved {,: . ije yi0.
In the seconmd place, Gbadamosi's contention that the Kakuri
Prison Library was a satellite f'or all the other prison
libraries in Nigeria located in places like Warri, Kwale, Onitsha,
Aba, Calabar, Abeokuta aml lagos is highly questionable. This
researcher's findings about this issue will be found in

Chapter Five.
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With the oreation of states in Nigeria in 1967 and 1976,
more prison libraries were set up, at least one in each state
capital city. - There is, of course, evidence to support the
view that most prisoms in Nigeria have libraries. The only
snag about the prison libraries in Nigeria is that both in
content, size, quality and infrestructure, they do not merit
the name "library's Gbadamosi (1978) confirmed this in his study
when he said that "There are of course other prisons in Nigeria
with libraries even though they may be mll.'69

Awolowo (1985) also confirmed the existence of
libraries in Nigerian prisoms, particularly at Calabar prison
when he wrote that "After that, a game of draughts or ‘'whot'
with G,.C. Enuife in the prison library, and then, back to the
spacious verandah of my cells, and to study".70

Awolowo (1985), who must have been disappointed with the
structwe, content and physical appearance of Nigerian Prison
Libraries, made & comical remark about one of them (the Ikoyl
Prison Library) that *"The room for interviewing visitors was
about six feet by four feet. It also served as the prison
library with old, wretched and tattered books. It was very
unti‘ly“.h

Despite Awolowo's apt description of Ikoyi Prison
[ibrary, 1t is worth mentioning that a lot of water must have
pussed under the bridge since his arrival there on 12th

September, 1963%. In other words, within a period of over two

decadeas, a lot of improvements muast have taken place at Tkoyi

Priaon Library and inmdeed in other prison libraries in Nigeria.
It has been reported recently in the Nigeria Prisom Service

—————

Annual Report (1381 ), for instamce, that "The central library
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located at the Prisons Headquarters, Ikoyi was the largest of
them all with a total of 2,800 books in stook. The books covered
various disciplines and included journals, magazines, ani

poriodiuh.'?z

Apart from the Ikoyl Central Library, books were bought
for many other existing prho:i libraries, the annual report
further stated. New prisea librariss were also established in
various prisons throughout Nigeria, All these facts have been

confirmed by the Nigeria Prisons Service Annual Report (1981) which

said that:

Funds were made avallable for the purchase of more books
for forty-two exlsting libraries and for the establishment
of new ones in prisons where non existed. New libraries
were established in the following prisons: Agdbor,

Argungu, Azare, Biu, Badagry, Borstal Institution -
Kakuri, Bama, Goron Dutse, Birnin Kebbi, Degema, Gumel,
Idah, Tkom, Ile-Ife, Ilaro, Jimeta, Katsina, Ketangora,
Kabba, lafia, Oldgwe, Ogoja, Oyo, Pankshin, Sapele,
Shagamu and lhu.n.hh.l’

The Nigeria Yearbook (1984) has given a scanty infrasation

about the Nigeria Prisons Service. One would have expected such a

ma jor reference work to contain statistical information about the

number of prisons and prison libraries in Nigeria as well as the

hat Y"Wrison

distribution of inmates.What we have 15 a mere mention th:
N R | '.”!

libraries are stocked with text books and novels for prisons

Even though the Nigerian Prisons have some library
facilities as confirmed by Chief Obafemi Awolowo, there are
bther ex-prisoners who have made noteworthy contributions about
the usage of these facilities., Soyinka (1972) has alleged that
the Nigerian prison officials at Lagos and Kaduna prisons

refussd to allow him access Lo @any bLoGLs that were san!

hin by friends. According to Soyinka "at the beginning such
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contributions were brusquely returned.... afterwards they were

simply left to gather dust and ocobwebs in lagos and Kaduna
prison ,m“.-._?s Soyinka also reported that there was no
Proper library at Kirikiri prison in 1967 when he was there.
Soyinka (1972) however oonfimmed that he was allowed to read the

few books that were on & shelf in the Superintendent's office

stating that:

I settled down into the monotony or Kirikiri which had
itself settled down to a routine of read-stroll-read-
“t‘“d"l‘.p...- Booka? In.lnly chaap novels on a
little shelf in the superintendent's office. There
was no proper library. I asked if books could be
obtained for me fram the main city library but the
inpcident of the hospital had in the end only caused
tighter strictures on the detainess in our priaon.76

Dr Tail Solarin, a social critic, in an interview with the

Krican Concord (1987) was reported to have said that "life

in Nigerian prisons can be 'madly monotonous', He said that in
his last sojourn in the prisons, he suffered total immobility
because he was not allowed to read books contrary to his hahit'.??
Sanwo (1985), however, reported that "while in detention,
Haroun Adamu said that he read a number of bboks like *The Man
Died', 'Gulaq Achipelago', 'My March Through Prison', "Fugitive

78
Offender’, eto." Pela Anikulapo Kuti (an ex-prisoner) on the

9
other handi bluntly 'refused to read” as reported by Newswatch
(1986). On the whole, it would appear as if the Nigerian Prison

Officiuls are not obliged to allow prisoners access to library and

inforwation resources = it all depends on the goodwill of the
of ficial in churpe.

As mentioned earlier on in the orening part of this
section (i.e. 2.6: Prison libraries in Niperia), some researcl

has been undertaken by librarians on library service= to



Drisoners. Proalnent among these few researches is that of
Atinmo (1979) and (1983) 4in which she ovaluated the extent of

. public and school 1librery services to the haniicapped in Nigeria.
Atimmo (1979) observed that Meeeeo there exists some vacuwm in
the provigon of education materdals for these pecple, oritical
among these is the lack of adequate library and other related
ﬁcilitiea“oao

The above obpervation is valid for priscners alao, althcugh
Atimmo | was referring specifically to the blind. The Federal
Goverment of Nigeria has made commenlable afforts at sducating
and training prisoners in various trades but library facllities
which ahould effectively suppert the educational and induatrial
training progrommes are grossly imdequate, .

Apart from supporting the educational and industrial training
Fregrammes carried out in prigons, there iz need for information
to penetrete the physical barriers of the dissdvantaged people
like the prisoners. As Atimmo (1979) said, "Not only is it
necessery that ideas and information penetrate the barrders of
despair and apathy in which the physicselly handigapped find
themselves, but also opportunities for self-ful filment must be
provided., "81

Prisonera, it must be emphasized, are socially and even
'physicslly' handicapped {or disadvantaged) in a sense, because
their freedom of movement ia systematically sontrolled by law amd
80 they find themselves in abject despair. Prison libraries would
therefore go a long way in trying to cut off thes=ze soclal
ard 'physical ' barrlera through the regular provison of books,

Journala, newspapers and other forms of media.
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That apart, it 10 a challengs to proru;ionnllibru-im

¥0 seo that books are acoessible to all members of the

ocommuni ty. “, Ipaye (1983) seid with reference to the handicapped

in gensral, "The library profeasion has very specific .

chligations to this large pegment of the population to supply

thex wlth special materisls and 801‘\'1035".82
Other writers who have ocarrisd out a community survey of

the priscn population have found library services to be quite

feasible, Thompson {1978), for instance, atated that "No other

community consigta of active people with z0 much time on their

hands; in no cammunity is there greater need for the opportunity

83
to read a wide and inviting selection of booka",

Atimo in her study also opined that Nigerian librariams

should abandon their comservative attitude of library service
|
and try to be pragmatic by extending library services to the

handicapped. Asccording to Atirmo (4979):
First and foremost, librarians in this oountry should
be broadening thelr concept of library service. Our
task is to provide a relevant and meaningful library
service to the publics Therefors we must be able to
identify groups within the society that need to be
reached. The patients in hospitals, prisoners, the
handiospped in schoola/institutions are ea&*ily defined,
and once identified, can be easily served.
However, Atimno's study, though one of the best about

library services to the handicapped in Nigeria, did not cover
the attitudes of prison officials and prison immates toward
the provison and usage of priscn library and information
resources, which this study intends to cover., This could be

inferred from the report of her study, Atimze (1572),
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where she said that “the need of the handicapped 1ibrary-wise
waa not determined defors library service to them was started,
Therefore it 1arnot possible t© know whether these groups 'have
their library needs fulfilled or they are forced to accept what
is ot‘fored."85 This study of the attitudes of prison officlals
and immates toward the provision and usage of library aml
infarmation resources which iz aimed at determining the needs of
Prison officials and irmates ip thersefore appropriate and timely,
Apart from Atimmo and Ipaye, 0jo (1983) also oonducted
& atudy based on library serWices to the hamiicapped, with
apecial emphasis on Nigeris. OJjo identifisd four categories
of handicapped peorle in Nigeria as follows:
(i) The rhysically handicapped - blind, deaf, dumb
and hospital patients.
(31) The mentally hardicapped - those in mental homes.
(444) The socially handicapped - the institutionalised e.g.
prisoners, aged and those in remand homes,
(iv) The educationally handicapped - the functional

11literates.
A oritical examination of the Nigerian population would

reveal more categories or groups of handicapped pecoprle, Women,
for instance, are culturally and religiously handicapped in
Nigeria. Islam, for example, which is one of the predomipant
religiousin Nigeria cunpels married women to remain in purdah,
In such a way, therefore, aome women could be said to be

handisapped in Nigeria anl elsewhere.



67

Be that as it may, 0jo (1983) has contenled that librarians
are now beginning to pay attention to the issue of librery
services to the handicapped people. According to 0jo (1983):

Iibrarians and gthersin the society have discovered ‘a

new level of social conscience. Attention is now being

paid to the handicapped, the aged, the institutiomalised,

the shut~in-people who cannot come to the library either

because they are literally looked up in mental hospitals

and prisons, or because they are just as actually locked

into .their own i.-od&to enviromments by physical or
mental disabilities,

This charge of social consciemce has resulted in a serdes
of state, national and international enactments to justify the
provision of library services to the disadvantaged. However,
0jo was not sure about the efficacy of these pronouncements.
0Jjo (1983) compared the govermment statement that the "prime
ob jective of the Nigerian Prisons Sercices (NPS) is not to punish
of ferders as such, but to rehabilitate and reform them, so as.to
enable them to become non-defiant, useful citizens", with Wole
Soyinka's experiences in prison as exemplified by the contents of
"The Man Died" (3dyinka's book) and concluded that "terror not

8
therapy, is the name of the game", Y

After delving into the inaccuracies of prison atatistics,
0jo finally divulged the main ob jective of his study by asking
the pertinent research question:"ghat roles are public librariesand/
or Prison libraries playing to help priscners find themselves?"

0jo anaswered the research question stated above by sending
questionnaires to public libraries and prison establishments in
Nigeria. After he analysed the data collected, 0jo (19t3) cum

up with the following findines:

From the resporses received, it is evid ent that library
services to prisoners, if they existed at all, were

cauvght up in complete isclation and nepglect, In fact,
being at the lower end of the priority totem pcle, the)

often represented the very worat in the total array of

feeble services available to the troubled.®®
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On the whole, Ojo's study could be said to be one of the
best so far undertaken in prison librarianship in Nigeria.
However, just like that of Atimmo (1979), Ojo only knocked at
the door of the issue, but did not open it. For instance, Ojo
found out that "library services to prisoners, if they existed
at all, were caught up in complete isolation and neglect", but
failed to tell us the human factors involved, other than that
of being at the lower end of the priority totem pole. This
study therefore would m;..!:e serious attempts to 1ind out the
human factors that might have caused the said situation, by
sampling the attitudes of prison ofticials and inmates toward
the provision and usage of library and information resources.

Another cimificant writing about the Nigerian irison
Il,ibrarics iz that of Onwuka (1977). Onwuka besan his write up
with a jusiification of imprisonment. Accordins to him all
sorts of 'wonle are sent into prison as a result of social
misconduct, opposing political ideology and the fact that
government .5 a duty to protect the interests of law-abiding
citizens., ‘ccording to Onwuka (19?7).

e innzies of the prison - including those in detention camps

and oorsinl institutions - are people e it o result
v ent ana aifferent political misdeme sour torether
witi v fact that it is the responsibility of the

overnnent to rid the society of security risks and

rcirshles have to be compulsorily confiis d. 5
Unwuli. & opurently forgot, as could be informs rom the
1 DOV w0l Livon, that in most cases it is due 1 e failure

of the TP SRS stiafly the need:
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society thnt u;d-o are coﬁft’od. This contention has boen postulated h
other writers like Short (1979) who said that "The prison system, therefore,
has become the repository of the failures of our social system - of education,
housing, religion, mental care, all of which fail to treat or heip the
thousands of inadequate personalities in our nidst."go

However, what Onwuka (1977) advanced as the objectives of modern
imprisonment seems to agree with the opinion of most of the 20th century
writers on the same issue., According to Onwuka, prison inmates in Nigeria
are made up of men and women of different age groups, the lowest age
group beinp the above seventeens, Thus, "Unce in prison they are to be
corrected so that on discharge they will apain become pood citizens,
For this reason the prison authority nrovides them with both educational

: 2 o e a1
and recreational faci lities",.”

Unwuka went on to say that proviilon has been made in t Niperizn
prison rerulations for the establishment of libraries in ezch prison, as
well as for the education of all classes of prisoners. From Onwuka's (1977)
assertion, therefore, the provision of libraries in prisons should be a
statutory issue and not a matter of privilege, This contention is
vindicted by the statement that "In the wrison repulations it is cateperically
otated thnt there will be in all the =rison establishmenis, teaci.ers whose
duties shall be to organise and carry on adult literary course for all classes

of prisonerc, 1t i1s further stated t t "there shal! be estat






