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PREFACE 

-

This work is not intended to be unduly c r i t i c a l of the govern­

ments of the federat ion of N iger ia , nor t h e i r publ ic func t ionar ies , 

nor even the Nigerian c i t i z e n r y , in an i r responsib le way. A f te r a l l , 

there is now a deep sense of f r u s t r a t i o n and a general r ea l i za t i on 

in the country of what cannot be done w i th o i l and a desire to f i nd 

immediate solut ions to the problems which o i l has thus f a r created 

before i t is too l a t e . A c r r t i c a l examination of previous po l i c ies 

and omissions which have brought about the present s i t ua t i on is 

obviously a necessary step in t h i s d i r e c t i o n . 

Also, t h i s work is the culmination of many years of study and 

i n te res t in the human consequences of petroleum operations in the 

country. I f i r s t became ser iously in terested in the topic in 1974, 

as an undergraduate to the Ahmadu Bel lo Univers i ty in Za r ia , N iger ia , 

as a resu l t of personal acquaintance w i th a number of o i l -p roduc ing 

communities where the o i l industry was already becoming a serious 

disadvantage rather than an asset. A f r i end of mine, Mr. P. U. 

Onyige from Omoku—one of the major o i l locat ions in the Rivers 

State—helped to sharpen my in te res t in the subject . Mr. Onyige, 

now a student of the Center for West Af r ican Studies at the Univers i ty 

of Birmingham, England, is doing research on a re lated top ic . 

Unfortunately, a l l the photographs taken in the f i e l d in co lor f i l m s , 

which would have subs tan t ia l l y improved the qua l i t y of t h i s work, were 

i 



11 

i r reparab ly damaged through clouding by X-rays at a number of 

in te rna t iona l a i rpo r t s during t r a n s i t to Ca l i f o rn ia fo r processing. 

The loss was cost ly and is great ly regret ted. 

Although it has been necessary occasional ly to reach in to 

Economics, Sociology and even P o l i t i c a l Science in order to 

substant iate cer ta in posi t ions or to develop the re la t ionsh ip among 

various f a c t o r s , the main problems and concerns of th is study are 

essen t ia l l y geographic. These concern the spat ia l re la t ions and 

impl icat ions of natural resource production and use. There is a 

strong concern here, from the perspective of peasant communities in 

p a r t i c u l a r , of the impl icat ions of the cu l tu ra l and economic t rans­

formations and rearrangements that are occur r ing, and as they re la te 

to people and land. Also, o i l production has given r i s e to such 

transformations of landscape and environment that geography cannot 

a f fo rd to ignore them. 

I d id receive a great deal of help and encouragement from many 

sources, inc luding o i l company personnel, in the course of the study 

and the f i na l preparation of t h i s thes is . I wish to express my 

gra t i tude and acknowledge my debt to those federal and s ta te 

government o f f i c e r s , o i l company personnel and v i l l age peoples, who 

are fa r too numerous to be given c red i t i n d i v i d u a l l y f o r t h e i r 

substant ial con t r ibu t ions . 

I wish p a r t i c u l a r l y , however, to thank Mr. R. A. Olorunfemi and 

his s t a f f of the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), 

Lagos; Mr. A. I. Dunku of the Inspectorate Div is ion of the NNPC, 

Port Harcourt, Mr. C. Erekosima of the Min is t ry of Agr icu l ture and 

Natural Resources, Port Harcourt, and Mr. E. 0. Lawson of the 

Min is t ry of Trade and Economic Development, S t a t i s t i c s D iv i s i on , 
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Port Harcourt. Although some of these people might d i f f e r w i th 

some of my conclusions, t h e i r assistance has been invaluable indeed. 

I also received valuable suggestions and advice from Dr. 

B i r inengi Idoniboye-Obu of the College of Science and Technology, 

Port Harcourt, who himself has been involved in several aspects of 

o i l po l l u t i on in the Niger Del ta. I am no less indebted to Mr. 

Nicholas Ohuche and his colleagues in the National Youth Service 

Corps in Port Harcourt f o r t he i r most invaluable assistance in 

carry ing out the tedious f i e l d interviews in Port Harcourt and the 

adjacent dependent set t lements. 

My p a r t i c u l a r thanks are due to the members of my Disser ta t ion 

Committee who supervised and di rected t h i s e f f o r t : Professors 

D. J. M. Hooson (Chairman), J. Ogbu and R. A. Walker. They have 

st imulated my thought and provided essential guidance wi thout 

imposing t h e i r own views on the main arguments and conclusions 

ar r ived at here. 

This expression of thanks fo r help and encouragement received 

does not f i x r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r anything said or that is contained 

in th i s work on anyone but the author. 


































































































































