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Abstract 

This study was undertaken to inves t iga te the a t t i ­

tudes of Nigerian French teachers to t heo r i e s , ph i loso­

ph ies , methods and techniques of learning and teaching 

French. More s p e c i f i c a l l y , the study sought to find out 

t e ache r s ' a t t i t u d e s towards s tuden ts ' l i n g u i s t i c and com­

municative competence, t h e i r views regarding grammar-

t r a n s l a t i o n and audiolingual methods, individual ised 

i n s t r u c t i o n , French in the elementary school, use of 

audio-visual aids and t h e i r views on the learning and 

teaching of French culture' . Three hypotheses were tes ted 

to find out if academic qua l i f i ca t ion , professional 

t r a in ing and years of experience affected the teachers ' 

responses to the a t t i t u d e items. 

A 50-a t t i tude item questionnaire adapted from Garcia 

and Reynold (1977) was used to co l l ec t the da ta . For the 

analys is of da ta , t ab l e s , percentages and t - t e s t s were 

used. 

The r e s u l t s showed tha t the majority of the teachers , 

49% were audiolingual in t h e i r approach while 23% and 19% 

of t hem were audiolingual-communicative and t r a d i t i o n a l 

respec t ive ly in t h e i r approaches. Teachers tha t were 

audiol ingual in t h e i r approach, s t rongly supported, for 

ins tance , tha t audio-visual aids and dialogues were very 

i i i 



effec t ive means of learning a foreign language and tha t the 

four language s k i l l s should be taught in the natura l order 

of l i s t e n i n g , speaking, reading and wr i t i ng . The teachers 

responses to items on language proficiency, i nd iv idua l i -

sa t ion of i n s t ruc t i on and teaching of cul ture showed t h a t 

the teachers were not aware of the current p rac t i ces 

regarding the above issues in the teaching of foreign 

languages. Their responses showed t h a t they considered 

l i n g u i s t i c competence more important than communicative 

competence. The t eachers , for instance, were r ig id on the 

question of s tuden t s ' e r r o r s . 64% of them were of the 

opinion tha t s tuden t s ' responses in the target language 

should be l i n g u i s t i c a l l y accurate , while 65% supported 

the idea tha t proficiency always implied correct appl ica­

t i o n of the four s k i l l s . Only 41% agreed tha t ind iv idua l i -

sa t ion of i n s t r u c t i o n was feas ib le in a foreign language 

programme while only 47% supported the teaching of cu l ­

t u r a l m a t e r i a l s . The teaching of French in the elementary 

school was supported by 30% of the respondents . The 

findings a lso showed tha t professional t r a in ing had no 

effect on the t e a c h e r s ' responses. However, academic 

qua l i f i ca t ion and years of experience affected the a t t i ­

tudes of the teachers to items on the use of aduio-visual 

a i d s , the order of teaching the four language s k i l l s and 

the learn ing of ru l e s of grammar and dialogue memorization. 
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