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Abstract
This study was aimed at developing an understanding of the scholarly information sources and services that 
faculty members and postgraduate students in Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria accessed and used to 
support their research, teaching and learning. Three research questions and one hypothesis were formulated 
and tested with respect to types of Scholarly Information Sources (SIS) available, accessed and used by the 
Faculty Members (FM) and Postgraduate (PG) Students of Ahmadu Bello University, (A.B.U.), Zaria, 
Nigeria, in this study. A number of 868 samples comprising 487 FM and 381 PG students were drawn from 
the population and used as sample size for this study. The data collected, through questionnaire and 
observations, were analyzed using frequency distribution tables and percentages, while the hypothesis was 
tested using T-test for independent samples. The results show that academic/research libraries and the 
internet is the major SIS accessed by the FM and PG students in A.B.U., Zaria. In addition, printed matters 
as well as manuscripts were the most accessed and utilized Scholarly Information Sources in A.B.U., Zaria. 
Moreover, there is significant difference between the FM and PG students in their uses of Scholarly 
Information Sources. This study therefore concludes that internet has revolutionized the process by which 
information is being packaged, processed, stored arid disseminated, as well as how users seek and access 
information, these notwithstanding, the academic and the research library is still very relevant to faculty 
members and PG students’ scholarly activities. Therefore, the universities, through their library systems, 
need to explore the advantages and opportunities offered by the application of Information and 
communication Technology (ICTs) in scholarly information delivery.

Introduction
Library occupies a central position in most of the 
institutions in the world and generically conveys 
its integral role in supporting higher education’s 
core missions of teaching, research and 
education. However, information, particularly 
Scholarly Information, was distributed to 
consumers by a familiar and relatively stable 
system which is purely analogue, until the recent 
rise of electronic networks. Traditionally, 
publishers gathered, edited and marketed 
author’s contributions, while information 
consumers purchased discrete bundles of 
information in the form of periodicals and 
monographs. Furthermore, libraries amassed 
large collections of published materials for the 
communities they serve and individuals circulate 
materials among themselves via formal and 
informal information-sharing networks 
(Womack, 2002). The roles and responsibilities 
of each of the parties were well understood and 
defined in the scholarly communication 
landscape.

Moreover, electronics networks such as the 
World Wide Web (WWW) and the Internet are 
rapidly altering this landscape. Publications are 
transformed, fast, via electronic distribution to 
the extent that commercial firms such as Questia, 
have digitized huge volume of monographs and 
as such offer large, yet homogenous repositories

of information, to anyone willing to pay the 
subscription fees (Womack, 2002). In addition, 
individuals post information on the internet, 
either on personal sites or on information portals 
that collect materials on particular topics, with 
the aid of librarians and publishers. Furthermore, 
libraries now rent access to information 
collections, or produce their own information, 
instead of buying materials out rightly. However, 
print, which is the traditional method of 
information distribution, continues to function 
alongside the newer techniques. On the other 
hand, the challenge envisaged is; “how long will 
this activity continue in an information intensive 
environment, with its unique features and 
promises?”

Scholarly Information
Scholarly Information (SI), often refer to as 
Scholarship or Scholarly Communication (SC) 
has been defined as the study of how scholars in 
any field of study use and disseminate 
information through formal and informal channel 
(Borgman, 1990). Scholarly information includes 
published information and collections used by 
Scholars to inform their learning, teaching and 
research (Information Future Commission, 
2008). The information and collection that the 
academic universities - normally through the 
library but not always - negotiate access to or
















