
YORUBA HOUSEFORM 

by 

Olaniran Wilson Balogun 

B.A. (hons.) Ahmadu Bello University, 19 71 

AN EXTENDED ESSAY SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF 

THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF 

MASTER OF ARTS 

in the Department 

of 

Geography 

(C) OLANIRAN WILSON BALOGUN, 1974 

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY 

APRIL 19 74 

All rights reserved. This thesis may not be reproduced 
in whole or in part, by photocopy or other means, 
without permission of the author. 





ABSTRACT 

Yoruba h o u s e s , l i k e those o f the var ious c u l t u r a l groups in t r o p i c a l 

Af r i ca , a re g e n e r a l l y thought to be a mere p l a c e of abode and s h e l t e r from 

the t r o p i c a l downpour and the sun . This is a p h y s i c a l environmental view 

which underes t ima tes the importance of the s o c i o - c u l t u r a l va lues of the 

Yoruba in house format ion . 

The Yoruba household is cons idered in t h i s paper to be a s t r u c t u r e d , 

s o c i o - c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n which has t h r e e impor tan t components. The o v e r ­

r i d i n g i n f l uence of the l i n e a g e a n c e s t o r on the household makes up the f i r s t 

component, and t h i s i s cons idered to be the s p i r i t u a l foundat ion of the 

i n s t i t u t i o n . The head of the l i neage forms a l i n k between t h e a n c e s t o r 

and t h e l i v i n g members. He ensures maximum cohesion among the extended 

family members through the e x e r c i s e of h i s l e g i s l a t i v e , j u d i c i a l and 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e powers. The r o l e s of the l i neage head c o n s t i t u t e the 

second component of the i n s t i t u t i o n , i . e . , the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e component. 

The complex socio-economic i n t e r a c t i o n s among the members of the extended 

family make up t h e t h i r d component. 

These t h r e e main components j o i n t l y determine the s i t i n g of Yoruba 

houses , the va r ious b u i l d i n g and space- format ion elements of the house , 

the p rocesses of c o n s t r u c t i o n and the m a t e r i a l s used for b u i l d i n g . Thus 

s o c i o - c u l t u r a l f a c t o r s , a s opposed to p h y s i c a l envi ronmenta l ones , are 

cons idered to be the pr imary forces t h a t c r e a t e Yoruba house forms. 

( i i i ) 


















































































































