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ABSTRACT

Thestudy of class formation in Sokoto town
which is contained heroin is an attempt to
demonstrate the relevance of marxist class
analysis in a remote urban setting in Africa. Its
point of departure is a critique of the critics
of such a method of analysis. It is often
claimed by those critics that the marxist method
is irrelevant because it was developed on the basis
of the advanced class relations of metropolitan

capitalism.

In Africa, it is argued, classes do not
exist or arc of little significance in comparison
with other divisions such as based on ethnicity,
regional and religious differences, age groups,
urban-rural divisions etc. No attempt here is
made to evaluate the relative significance of
class divisions. Our main purpose has rather boon
to explore how successive stages in the integration
of sokoto into the world capitalist economy have
served to transform local society on class lines
also manifesting themselves at the level of class

organi sat ions and the class nature of the states.

We also find that social differentiation in.

Vii



the pre-colonial period has influenced the
process of colonial arid post-colonial class
formation, especially at the level of the ruling
class , where f eudal social relations continue to
he important in propping up the power of the neo-

colonial bourgeosie.

Our method has been to first survey the
develmentt of the econouy from the origin of the
city, emphasizing the rapid transfornation taking
place since the late colonial period and the
impact of the petroleum economy in particular.

On the basis of such account of the structure of
economic activity in the town we then proceed to
identify the various class categories which can be

'deducted' from such a structure.

To illustrate how some o f the se class
categories also can be seen to hove concrete
organisational form, we then went on to present
some organisations in sokoto which have been
established bo represent sections of workers,
professionals, and business interests. We finally
discussed the state itself end how it can be seen
as a class organisation of the bourgeosie, in
promoting the interests of that class, whether

foreign or local,
Viii
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Chapter 1

s ———— T, LR

INTRODUCTION: PROBLEMS OF CLASS ANATYSTS

Tel phe Research Problen

ik,

The subject of class analysis is notoricus
for its confusion and inconclusiveness., There
exists a variety of theoretical =schpols each with
its favoured model. Class analysis is concernmed
with the important question of the allocation of
wealth, power, authority and welfare in a complex
society. According to Eskor Toyo, just as a family
is the key to making sense of the mabtrix and
functioning of a 'simple society', so is class, the

key to making sSense of a 'complex society'.1

Toyo arzues that this form of scciety is what
earlicir sociclogists or social scientists called
'eivil society' as distinct from the kind of society
which anthropologists called 'segméntary society'.2
The contention of this author is that many more

questions have heen raised on the issue of class

e ke L ke LR A e

1« Eskor Toyo, 'On the identification and
definition of class' Theory and Practice Journal,
NO- 2, 1977. ppl 91"92: o

2. TIbid.

e e




formation in African society than have been answered.
scholars still even argue on the issue of the
existence or non-existence of classges in African

soclety.

From one angle there exist The premise that
the closs question has been settled once and for all;
but we argue that such a position is simply hegging
the question. Such kind of premise was explicitly
stated by Iskor Toyo, to the effect that the subject
of 'class! analysis is not one that can be settled |
by empirical research. Be that as it may, this does
not preclude the need to continously research oj &;”
structures that are constantly developing in vieﬁ““
of the fact that society is a dynamic entity inm

constant change and flux.

The gap between the theoretical application of
the concept of class and class organisation, and the
need to practically identify the categories by means
of empirical research is the point of departure of
this study. Our focus is narrowed down to the
Nigerian context and in a particular urban setting.
This we believe would provide us with the posaibility
on a practical basis for carrying out a study of
clags formation in a fairly 'small’ society as a
starting point of conducting a study of social

classes within the context of Marxist theoretical



assumptions. We define ocur research problem asg

follows:

nWyhat is the class structure of gokoto
mown? How has that structure been
formed and how are the classes organised?"

Cur theoretical assumptions which are based on
Toyo's cluss schemp are four; -~ first we assume that
property cwnership determine the sxistence of classes,
second, that participation in masterial and mental
production give rise to class(es), third, partici-
pation in Transport and exchange services determine
class(es) and fourth, that a class relevant behaviour,
in other words a political organization formed by &

class show the presence of a form of clasgs congiousness.

1.2 An Qutline of the Jtudy

In Chapter Cne, which constitutes our introductory
chapter, we identified the problem of ocur research
as being our reaction to the long existing tdebate!
on the existence or non-existence of classes in
African society. There is the claim by 'non-Marxist
scholars to the effect that classes are phenomena
peculiar to the western capitalist society and that
its application to the African context is not
appropriate. Our research is based on the dis-

agreement which we have with the notion that aAfrica
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is a classless society, yet, the nature of such
clasdes cannot ke taken as given in view of constant
changes in gociety., The identificabion of classes

therefore becomes a matter of empirical validation.

our focus in chapter one is to examine the
contending explanation of 'cglass! as a concept in
the perspective of bourgeois writers like Max Weber
and Ralf Dahrendorf. We then examine the break
through which was achieveld by Tarl Marx in his
contribution to class analysis. AN examination of
the tdebate! as it relates to Alfrica is @lso attempted.
Here we highlight the significance of the Marxist
study of sccial classes in Africa. The Marxist
theory of class provides the instrupent with which
this study was conducted. While examining the debates
in Africa we focus on research conducted in the

Nigerian setting.,

Chapter two, provides a historical description
of how the political economy of Sokoto developed.
The pre-colonial era presented us with a picture of
a mainly agrarian socicty with the basis for classes
determined by the control of land and labour,
although with a significant measure of commercial,
manufacturing activity. The colonial situation

changed the direction of movement of the society. 1In
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this period Sokoto became fully integrated, and
incorporated into the colonial economy that is

actually part of the Wwerld capitalist economy. .

The colonial economy of Sokoto was characterised

by the modification of pattern of agriculture in

favour of casﬂ“cpop production; the destruction of
local manufucburing structures, ¢nd the re-orienta-
tion of external trade towards Lhe now dominant
Furopean wmercantile trade through the colon.al firms.
Finally a description of the gokoto cconomy within
the context of the petroleum economy is presented
including the effect of the crisis, The general
pattern in this period was the dominant role of
public sector spending for the direction of economic
activity and class formation mostly based on grants
from the Federal government, In this period Sokoto
witnessed rapid expansion in the activities of
government, e.g. in education including the building
of schools and institutions of higher learning, 2
college of Education and the University of Sokoto.,
The expansion of the private sector was closely
linked to this public sector boom. The commerical
sector ol the economy was quite significant. We
also cotisider the role of the state in the regulation

of economic activities.



In Chapter three, we attempt to 'deduct' what
we perceive to be the class structure of Sokoto on
the basisg provided by this account of the economic
development of the town. The class structure of
gokoto has at the top the bourgecosie constituted by
owners and managers of major enterprises, industries,
trading companies, transport building and construction
firms. Cthers include large land and farm owners,
top ¢ivil servants, senior army and police officials
and the feudal aristoeccracy. The bourgeosie is
followed by the public sector petit bourgeosie and
middle classes.  These constitute those in the middle
level cadre in the state sector, including the ammy
and the police, health gervices, schools, university
lecturers, and professionals like lawyers, doctors,

nurses, and journalists,

The commerical petit bourgeosie is constituted
by small businessmen, traders, craftsmen, small
manufacturers, contractors etc. The bulk of the
working class are junior workers in the public sector,
wage earners in state and private firms, in commerce,
construction, and manufacturing, the lower ranks of
the army and the police, watchmen, and domestic
servants. AT the fringe of this urban town we have

small peasants and farm labourers. Pinally the



residual category is constituted by thetlumpen
proletariat' who consist of people like cart-
pushers, water-carriers, touts, petty-traders,
begpars and destitutes. The deduction of these
classes i3 informed by our theoretical assumption
which give primacy to the structure of the economy
{mode of production) as the basis for the formation
of social classes which relate in a differential
manner to a segment of that structure, the relations

of production.

Chapter four deals with some class organisations
in gokoto. This constitutes a significant component
of our study. The marxist perspective posits that
the sconomic relations of people which can be
derived from an analysis of the structure of
production constitute only one aspect of the
development of c¢lasses, The classes normally express
themselves by means of translating the economic
relations into political ones. We therefore wish
to observe how the classes deducted by us actually
express themselves in class organisations. Wwe
identify a number of class organisations in Sokoto,
some representing the working class, for example the
NMigeriam Union of meachers, the Wigerian Medical and

Health Workers Union, the Wigerian civil Service and



Technical Workers Union; all of which operate under

the umnbrella of the Wigerian labour congress.

At the other end of the spectrum, we find
organisations like the chambers of commerce and the
manufacturer's Association which represent the
bourzeosie. Professional associations like the
Nigerian society of Engineers, Nigerian Bar Associa-
tion, and the Figerian Institute of Bankers are also
oriented towards the ruling class because of the
objective position of their members in relation to
the state. Qther professional assoclations, like
ASUY and NUJ are less closely tled to ruling class
perspectives, partly allying themselves with working
class organisations. The commercial petit bourgeosie
has generated a number of class organisations, including
market traders, crafts guilds and associations of

small industralists.

glass politics and the state forms the Theme of
the discussion in Chapter five. We attempt to show
how the staté/és an instrument of the dominant classes
in society directs economic activity to favour those
dominant groups. We also attempt to bring out the
role of the state in the class formation process and
how it influences the development ¢f class organisa-

tions and their politics et both the local and



national levels. We relate our discussion to
theoretical controversies concerning the state in

Africa as discussed in Marxist scholarship.

In the final chapter we considered the main
isguzs which assume centrality in the study of clrss
formation in Sokoto, and how they relate to the
general development of the Marxist theory of social
classes. As part of the conclusion we emphasise that
the political(struggles of social classes constitute
an important aspect of the study of classes. We
argue thot the rolé/;f the state in class formation
and organisation should be examined in relation to
the development of the economy as a whole, Finally

we conclude that mobilization of the oppressed classes

in Africa, for class struggle and the socialist
revolution could only be possible through involvement
with the political, and economic activities of the

class organisations of the oppressed.

1.2 The Significance of ¢lass Analysis

Why study class formation? We have choosen to
do 3o because we believe that the concept of class
is crucial for understanding societies, their
developnents and their politics. Marx areued in the

‘communist Manifesto' that 'the history of all
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hitherto existiné éociqﬁg is the history of class
strugglé', the study‘of.élass seeks to bring
together the various dimensions of social life -
economic, political and ideological, the combination
of which constitute a determinate mode of production

and social formation.5

In this respect class plays within Marxist
Theory a role similar to that which Mauss attributed
to the'total social fact'. All the determinations.
that characterise a given social formation of a
given period are concentrated in it. Tt is why the
study of class formation represents the royal rcad
to a marxist analysis of society and history.u we
alsoc feel that there is the need to get involved in
the study of class formation so as to facilitate the
comprehension of the social forces involve in the

class strugple at any specific location or time.

1.4 What are classes? A Review of Titerzlure

We may trace the origin of the scientific
concept of class with the help of @ non-marxist
scholar, Ralf Dahrendorf, who has made a critical
appraisal of the marxian definition of class and

surveyed its meaning and significance. Dahreniorf

% “mmanuel Terray,'classes and class concious-
ness in Abrou kingdom of Gyman' in Maurice Bloch ed.
Marxist_An a.ly.ss_ﬁ_ﬁzgg_as d jal Anthropology, Malaby
Press, London, 19/5. P.68.

4, Tbid, pp. 86-87.
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argued thnt the concept of ¢l-ss emerged with the

industrial revelution. Before that time concepts

of 'elass' and 'rank' had been used interchangeably.
The concept of rank, however was more important
because the society was then feudal. The superficial
observer according to Dahrendorf was therefore

easily struck by the distinction of renk.”

In the emerging industrial society (which was
what Marx was analysing) 'rank!' and social position
gave way bto new distinctions. 0ld strata of soclety
wag replaced with new ones, Tand owners and pobility
by capitalists, labourers and small peasants by
proletarians. The revolution eliminated the old
features of the feudal stratification system. The
two rapidly growing new strata, those of entre-
preuenurs and workers both had no 'precedent! in the
history of the society. The capitaligts and labourers,
according to Dahrendopf had no 'mnatural! nor tradi-
tional basis for thelr unity as a strata. In order
to gain it, they had to stabilize and create their
own traditions, and 1t is for this strata, differ-
entiated by extermal materlal criteria, that the

concept ol 'class' was first wsed in modern social

science.6

i b o ok Ao m o a

5. R{J‘-lf hahrendorf, Gl_q_;a:s _a}'ld Class conflict
In Industrisl Society, RouTIsdEe and REEW DAL, Ttd,
London, 1Yo/, DPP. 4D

6. Ibid.
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According to Dahrendorf, several early German
sociologiats carried on a passionate debate about
theories of class. The debate was formulated in the
fashion: Are clagses a real phenomeénon or a 'theore-
tical’ phenomenon? Are they realities or comstruction
of science? The term 'class'! Gerger says occurs cn
the one hand as a concept of a collectivity. In the
first case men are classified on the basis of
certain cneracteristics or sets of characteristics
(Theoretical phencmenon). The concept of class as
a collectivity has a different origin according to
Dahrendorf, but class as a concept of a social
entity which involves a specific goal and intension:
in such a cage it is the concept of a 'specific ﬁ

'?

totality' - and thus a real phenomenon.

The concept of class according to Dahreudorf'sﬁ
argument has two distinct aspects. On the one hand
he dealt with classes as effective forces in social
conflict., As such classes are obviously real
phenomenon which are empirically identifiable social
entities. Cn the other hand he derived classes
from positions in associations coodinated by
authority and defined them by the characteristics of
participation in or exclusion from the exercise of

7. Ibid, p. 50.
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authority. 1In this sense classes are

theoretical phenomenon, creatures of the scientist
and not organised groupings.8 As we shall see
later this type of debate on the concept of class
in western Europe has found its way into a similar

debate conducted in Africa.

A leading non-Marxist, scholar Max Weber, defined
'class' as or 'all persons in the same class situation'
and for him 'class situation' means the typical
probability of (4) procuring goods (ii) gaining a
position in life and (iii) finding inner satisfactions.
This probability derives from the relative control
over poods and skills and from their income producing
uses within a given economic order.9 Dahrendorf con-
sidered Webers definition of class as any group of
persons in a common class situvation as problematic in
the sense that it has to be asked whether a common
situation is sufficient to constitute a group in the
strict sense of the term., If this is not the case,
then it remains to be asked how an aggragate of
people who are situated identically, without having
any contact or coherence can become an effective

force in social conflict and change.

8. Ibid, p. 151.

9. Weber Max, Economy And Society: An inter-
pretive Sociolo§¥. .y, Dy (wenther ﬁo%ﬁ and Dans
ich, ne

nster Press, New York, 1968, p.302.
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Dahrindorf seems to emphasise that at any
point the mere 'gap between the conditions of 1life',
pere identit?lof interééts and class situations is
necessary, but not sufficient condition for the
formation of classes. Thus in his critique of Weber
Dahrendorf refered to Marx who argued accoerding to
him that in so far as there is only local contact
among people in a common situation - in so far as
the identity of their interests doés not produce a
community, national association, and political

organisation they do not constitute a class.qo

They are therefore unable to make their class
interest heard. Thus Dahréndorf observed that the
most important step in Marx's theory of class
formation is the political‘strugglc of such classes.
Classes do not constitute themselves as such until
they participate in political conflicts organised as
groups. ‘hat exactly did Marx say about social

classes? Vhile writing The Communist Manifesto, he

and Fngels said in 1848 that:

The history of all hitherto existin
's'o‘é'i‘é’b_ﬁ'zfr'ﬁ'”:.e:.s ory of 'c':'J.’ei's's“s"E?% les;
Frééman and slave, patrician, aﬁﬁ'pIe%ian
Lord and Serf, Guildnrster 2nd -
Journeyman; in a word oppressor and

oppressed st0od in a constant opposition
to Bhﬁ“ﬁﬁofﬁE?Tﬂﬂ"Ibﬁbﬁa§I§“§33€gj‘“'"““

——— e w—. & =

10. Dahr«¢ndorf op. cit. p. 151.

-

11. Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto, Penguin
Books TLitd., Enzland, T9BY. — ——  ~TorrmeT—

C/

»
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This opposition according to Marx is carried on an
uninterrupted, now hidden, now open fight, a fight
that each time ended either in a revolutionary
reconstruction of society at larce or in the common

ruin of all contending classes.12

In a sense the above statement presents Marx's

most/general ‘reference to classes in history. 1In
a more 5pecificrréference to contemporary society,
Marx stated that "the modern bourgeois society that
has sprouted from the ruins of the feudal soc: 2ty
has not done away with class antagonism. It has but
established classes, new conditions of oppression
new forms of struggle in the plicc of old ones" -
our epoch the epoch of the bourgeosie says Marx
possesses one distinctive feature, it has simplified
the class antagonisms:

Society as a whole is more and more

splitting up into two great hostile

camps, into two great classes directlz

facing €ach other, bourgeosie, and
proletariat. empﬁasis'ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&f

It has been argued that Marx has no formal
definition for classes, and as pahrendorf argued

while citing E.J. Hobsbown; this is probably because

- .o -

17+ Dbahrerdorf op. cit. p. 151.

15+ Harx, op. cit.
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Marx never wrote systematically about fhe subject.
Issa shivji in his work 9}Efﬁuﬁtgﬂﬁﬁlfuiﬁwgﬁﬂfﬁﬂii'
argued that the concept of 'class' and 'class
struggle' are probably the most telusive' in Marx's
writings. He further argued that although there

has been subsequent interpretations and re-inter-
pretations of his writings i.e. Ifarx's, academic
scholarship remains unsatisfied as to the definition

of these terms.

Tn volume IIT of capital, Marx started the
discussion of classes before the manuscript breaks
off. Tn that section of the work Marx stated that
nthe owners of labour power, cwners of capital and
land owners, in other words wage labourers, capita-
lists, and land owners constitute the three big

classes of modern society."ﬂq

This *categorisation of
social’groups according to ownership of the means of
production needs some analysis. shivji sugeecsts that
it could be concluded that the concept of class

cannot be reduced simply to a question of ownership

of the means of production, if ownership is considered
in its —narrower juridical sense, Ownership itself

in Marxist understanding is a much wider concept.

Class simply reduced to the question of ownership

14, ISsa shivji, Class Struggle In Tanzania,
Heinemann Educational RoOOKS ILtd., London, 1976, Pp.4=5.




17

or non-ownership of the means of production excludes

its inbtegral link with the concept of class struggle.

Thus, there canpot bc an exploited class for
instance without its opposite nov caqvmotion of
development be explained for exemple, but in terms
of the contradiction between opposites. 4 class
society according to shivji i¢ by definition; that
which includes:

gtruggles of the opposites in whatever

forms and however 'impure! this may be,

Built in the concept of clasg is the

inseparable idea of the political

strupggles of classes.15
The emphasis placed by shivji on the political
strungles ol classes as a yardstick for investigating
the existence of social classes i3 1n agreement with
pahrendorf's understanding of Marx's position. It
seems also theoretically correct of ghivji to
conclude that social c¢lass as a category probably
remain a theoretical concept and becomes actual and
complete only in a political struggle. Furthermore
it should be pointed out that political struggle is

waged against the instrument of political power of

one c¢lass over another.

Hence political relations are not merely an

s

15.  3bid, p.7.
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agspect of clags relations, but the core of it. Thus
according to Shivji the use of the term social
relations covers this important political relatiou.
In fact in a class analysis:

pPolitical relations should be built

into the class relations for the two

are inseparable.16
In this study we intend to consider as our working
definition of class that which was presented by
Lenin:

Classes are large groups of people whi.h

differ from each othér by the place they

occupy in a hierarchically définite system

of production, by their role in the social

organisation of labour and consequently by

the dimension of the social wealth they

obtain and their method of acquiring their

share of it 17

There are three aspects of this definition of

class which are worthy of note, Tirstly, as pointed
out by Terray, a class never egxists on its own.
What we encounter is alwayg plularity of classes;
this was also emphasised by Weber, Dahrendorf and
Shivji. Therefore as in botony (a natural science)
so in logic (a philosophical science) a class is

alwayg < sub-diviaion within a larger set. A set

in which only one c¢lass existed would in fact be a

L T O P RIS AT

16, ghivii, Op. cit.

17« Cited by Toyo, Op. cit.

",
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classleess set. Similarly in this context, a social
class is an integral part of a whole, an element
internal to a system. One must therefore start from
the whole or the system in order to understand the

part or element.18

that then is this whole system? It is in
Lenin's parase 'a historically defined system of
social production' i.e. a2 determinate'mode ofr
production. The second element worthy of note is
that the different places which classes occupy within
a given mode of production define them and distinguish
them from one another. The third element of note
is Lenin's statement to the effect that the position
of a class within a mode of production should be
understood as the relationship it has to the means
of production. This relationship manifest at two
levels, first at the level of productive forces, and
at the level of relations/bf production. Depending
on the circunstances, this relations could be
translated 2s relations of property, at the legal
19

level, ond thus it becomes enshrined in law.

In defining a class, one must therefore begin not

only from the mode of production, but also from the

-‘mJJfﬁg:._bavid racllellan, EKarl Marx, Selected
Writings, Cxford University Préss, London, 1977, P.352.

19- TGI'I‘&:Y, OE. Citt
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social formation of which it is a part. Not only
the economic base, but also the pelitical, and
ideclogical superstructures, must be taken into
account. Tndeed, we can say that a class is a
product of the combined action of all this. By
confining oneself to the economic base alone, one
will only grasp what Marx called 'classes in themsclves!
characterised by their functicn within the mode of
production, their position at the end or other of a
relation of exploitation. What we want to know,
however are the conditions and circumstances in which
'a class in itself' becomes and remains 'a class

for itself' -~ according to Terray 'classes in
themselves'! are transformed into historical subjects,
and as such are subject to reflection and capable of
initiative, by struggling and fighting against each
other, but this transformation will vary with the

mode of production.

An.analyst can easily reGOgniée the existence
of relations of exploitation and consequently of
classes ~ but it is also required of him to aiwm at
giving an account of the specific forms of class
organisations that involve themselves in political
struggles on hehalf of the social classes. We
could thus conclude our exposition of the concept

of class by noting that cur investigation of social
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classes in the Sokoto context seeks to take its
point of departure in the Marxist political economy

approach,

15 pp_p}asses exist %p Africa?

e ———

Review of a Controversy

von-Marxist scholars interested in the issue
of clasg in Africa usually attempt to deny the
existence of this phenomenon by highlightening the
/7 'weaknesses' of the marxist methodology. Otwin
Marenrin for example presented a case against the
Marxist application of the concept of class in
Africa when he stated that, the argument of what is
essential and what superficial in African politics,
and the study of it is neatly cncweul~ted in the
question of which groups are to be taken as central
to the social process, that is whether 'class' or
'interest group' best describes 'what really goes on' -

which of these approaches is more correct?

What Marennin claimed he got from the analysis
and examples of Marxist study hc examined was
according to bim "a patch work of ideas, frequently
unelaborated, an abondonment of empiricism and
inability to Jjustify what certain items of experience

are selected as concrete indicator of universality
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and others not"?o Marennin concludes that until an

explicit method is developed, Marxist analysis can

only preach to the converted. It must to be

persuasive in communication, develop a more empiricist,
justificotion. It will take more than an act of theory
according to him. Also, a mere asgertion of being
right without Justifying, without having 'super-
ficial' empirical support is for practical purposes

. L2
counter-revolutionary says Marennin. 1

In & reaction,.Henry Ejembi replied to Otwin:
Marennin's t'Essence and FEmpiricism in African
politics' by posing the question is it true that
classes are derived from pure theorising? The
answer is noi (lasses in Marxist analysis are
derived from concrete, that is empirical investiga-
tion of the facts of the case, Marx for cxample,
derived his social classes from intensive research
on empirical Furopesn reality. What for example
could be more empirical a study than Engel's
tecondition of the English working class? argued

Ejembi,

- Furthermore is it true that the existence of

classes is presumed by Marxists, prior te empirical

20. Obtwin Marennin, 'Ezsence And Empiricism
In African Folitics' paper delivered at african
Studies Asscciation convention, Los Angeles, Nov.
1979, Pp.18-19.

21. 7Ibid, p. 20,
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researeh tp ogtablish their existence? Again the
snswer is no! This is so because Mao, Cabral, Marx
‘and Engels including Lenin all investigated social
clasges in particular contexts, and they did not cone
"ﬁp with the same result, although they identifi~d

b}
social classes in each specific case.<©

Ejembi went on to argue that tThe case against
bourgois scholarship is not merely that it 1s
descriptive, and detailed, more serious is that
deseption in form of detailed 'empiricism' has class
motive which bourgeois social science seeks to hide
By failing to analyse material production as the

;;basis of all human socisty bourgeois social science
effectively covers up the deminant position of *+he
bourgeosie in capitalist production, and the
exploitative essence of the capitalist mode of

production.

Continuing the debate, Ejembi argued further
that Marxists insist on looking for classes in
Africa. To reinforce the point he cited Sweezy
(1942) who argued that it is not surprising that
many, otherwise of genuine 'open minded! commentators
like Marennin, and Dahremiorf end up by itemising
the conclusions of Mary they accept and those they

don't, This they do in an attempt Vo define Marxism

22. Henry Tjoh Ejembi, 'The scicentific Methodology
of Marxism and its misspplication in fLfrica', Deprriment
of Political gcicnee, Almadu Bello Umiversitvy, Zaria,

1979, p.8.
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as if it was simply a body of conclusions some of
which may be accepted and others rejected. This
Ejembi consideréd as most unscimﬂ::li‘:ir:.-2':j

~Marxism is not simply this or that aspect:
but a whole world outlook with its own philosophical
bage in dialectical materialism, aml its own methed
in historical materialism. Applying this methodo-
logy seys Ejembi to a concrete situation may
conceivably produce different conclusions from
those reached by Marx, but then *'There is nothing
unMarxist about that'. Marxisﬁ Sn Africa is there-
fore based on the fact that Africa too form a part
of world capitalism, that Africa oo, coptains
social classes whose interests in concrete materlal
production and consumption, are antagonistically
related. A denial that there are socinl classes
in ApTrica tantamounts to a cloim that aAfrica is
still dominantly 'communistic' in its mode of
produétion, or that capitalism has not subjected
other existing modes of production in Africa te
its interests or that capitalism does not create

. 24
social classes.

An asvthoritative journal on African

23' ;‘big, cited by EJ embl: Pe ,]4' R
24. ;[.-b,:i-,,g;’ P" ’169 LT i
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political economy argued that the analysis of class
relations in Africa remains underdeveloped, For
example governments, politicians, bureaucrats and
some bourgeois academics have 'officially declared
African society to be classless, (Class analysis
has been deemed by them in appropriate, More than
that they claim it has been divisive. Therefore
under the cover of offering an authentic African
solution bourgeois theories and other reactionary
ideologies like that of 'African socialism' were
used to put the study of Marxist method beyond
bounds, Conventional social science teaching for
example supported this, Economists denied the
political implications of what they do. Political””

s/Scientists only identified conflicts and cleavages
among political parties, factions and individuals,
but kept them separate from any analysis of the

25

class relations in Africa.”

Sociologists on their owm part emasculated
the concept of class by assirilating it to the
study of stratification. Classes became classifying
categories, separated from the relations of pro-
duction, and exploitation which constituted them.
In all these cases, it was declared that empirical

- ——— —— e

25. Editorial, ROAPE, No. 3, p.T.
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evidence and the rescurces of science had showﬁ

that if class was important elsewhere, it was not

at least as yet important in Africa.26 But then the
Journal  presented a case of negligence on the
part of some Marxist scholars who too offen in an
attenpt to corret these tendencies mechanically
transposed to African socleties schema of the class
relations characteristic of western capitalism.
These Marxists tended to proceed by assertion,

from some historical precedent, rather than through

the analysis of African societies and their relations

to the rest of the world.27

The starting point of class analysis according

to the Jourmal iz that it must be related to =2

—~=given mode of production and a historically deter-
mined social formation. This means that it is
esgential to consider social classes in a specific
society or social formation at a distipet juncture
in time. Marx took up the concept of class only
after ke had analysed Lhe process of the production
of capital and its circulation. The same capitalist
relations of production were imposed on Europe and
the rest of the weorld, by a long process of

violent struggle. According to the Journel,

26. Ibid, p.2.
27. Tbid,

[ TR )
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capitalism hes thus united the peoples of the

world in subjecting them all to its own requirements.-,28

The nature of these requirements varied from
one place to another, (Capitalism developed in some
cases by climinating non-capitalist forms of pro-
duction, in other cases by adapting them to the
requirements of capitalism, and yet in others by
developins new forms of production to serve its
needs,. The distinct feature of gsocial classes of
African societies as argued by scholars like Issa
ghivii, LeBrun and Gerry are actually the con-
sequence ol the form of capitalism induced in thes:

29

countries,”™

Finally it is the contention of the Journpal,
that it is not only that class analysis is indis-
. pensable for understanding the present condition
of the African comtinent, but that 'development'
strategies themselves have an essential class
content and that:

For the perpetuation of underdevelopment
the distinetive form of capitalism

experienced by countries subjected to
domination of foreign capital requires

----- Nt —

28. Ibid, p.3.
29. 1Ibid,pp. 3-16.
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the presence of domestic classes
whicse interest: converge with those
S Toreilgn capital and will enforce
THelr political dominance., 30
‘(emphesls added) :

Simirarly, . W. Gutkind and Immanuel Wallastein

argued 1n favour of the use of ¢lass apalysis in
Africa, when they argued that the concept of class
addresses itself to the most fundamental aspects
of contemporary human life, - the distribution of
resources in society and the power relations which
are implied by this distribution. Sweezy on his
part argued that we can study the class structure
through the abstract deductive method. Or we can
practice the Marxian method of 'succesgive
approximation' which consists in moving from:

The more abstract to the mere concrete

in a step By step fashion, removing

simplifying asumptions at succesgive

atages of the investigation so that

theory may take 2ccount of and explain
an ever wider range of actual phenomena,?2

1.6 Gowe Gontributions to the Study of

-

Class Formation in Nigeria

There are studies of wNigerian society which

allow us to examine how other scholars see Lhe

30. Ibid, p. 7.
31. Cited by Ejembi, Op, cit.
52¢ Ejembi, Dpl cita, pc 15‘

31

H
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-
problem of class formation in africa. Christopher

E. F. Beer snd Garvin Williams®~ argued that the
primary basis of social stratification among the
peasantry in Ibadan is not the process of economic
differentiction among the farming community, but
the terms on which they are incorporated into the
wider political economy. Cocoa fammers and with
them the entire rural community share common
dependence on the coceca price for their livelihood.
Congseguently they share the experience of expleoita-
tion by indigeneous and expatraite merchants, and
abowe all, the marketing boards; of the lack of
amenities in rural by comparison with urbam areas.
With the rural communities they found out that the
most important source of differentiation lies in
people's occupation for example (produce buying
against farming) and in their relations to the

urban sources of political and economic power.54

Peter Waterman, in his work 'Conservatism
Among Nigerlan Workers'., argued that we used to
look at class and class conciousness not as things

that exist but as relationships that develop. If

-

53. Garvin Williams, ed, Nigerian Econony
And Bociety., Rex Collins Ltd, London, 197G, p. 138.

4.  Ibid,

s
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we see working class for example as something that
is not yet fully develop anywhere, then we shall
neither be surprised nor dismayed to find that in
Nigeria (or elsewhere) its developing components
and its leaders may still be attached to the wvalues
of the past, present and the future455 waterman’'s
reference to the 'dynamic!' aspeet of the development
of social classes underscorces the nesad for us to
understand the historical context in which they

develop.

The work of Paul Lubeck is of specific
relevance to the present problematic of class‘
formation. ILubeck's work carried out with a Marxist
analytical bias noted that the pre-colonial
stratification system in Kano is composed of two
distinct strata, the garakura and the Eggakaﬁé.
During the colonial and nationalist period ILubeck
observed that the gSarakupna dominated administrative
and. scholarship positions, both islamic and
western while the colonial economic development
processes produced a differentiation of Talakawa
into more distinet social categeories best described
as objective classes defined by the distinctiveness
of the role each perform in the social division of

labour.56

AT e Peter Waterman's 'Conservatism Among
Wigerian Workers' in Garvin Williams, Op. cit.

36. P.M. Lubeck, Barly Industrialization And
social ¢lass Formation Amdng Factoly Workers im
Keno, North Western University, /D, p.T0.
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what is of interest to Lubeck is the develop-
ment of the Talakawa, and a wealthy merchant class
which is now investing in manufacturing industry
and correspondingly the development of an urban
wage labourers referred to as lebrori i.e, manual
wage labourers engaged in bureaucratic and enter-
preneurial wage relationships. Thus Lubeck argued
that unlike less stratified African societies,
industrial workers of Kano emerge with an explicit
inequality conciousness of being a member of the
Talakawa which in turn was reinforced by the

colonial and national Jccupational status of

lebrori - all of which provide the ideological

e ——

fonundation for an industrial working class identity.’’

Sirilarly Adrian Peace, in his work titled
'Social Ch2nge at Agege: Tribe, Status and Class
in Nigeriarn Township', contended in the concluding
part, that he had attempted to see Agege wage
4

e
earners as members “of an economic class with
interests common to themselves but opposed to those
of other elasses. Peace stated that the very

essence of class apalysis as presented in his work,

- — -

is the view that classes are to be seen as elements

in a system of relationships based on a particular

PR - -

57« The meaning of the term Sarakuna is
'ruling class' and that of malakawa n€ans poor
or the oppressed classes. "~~~
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/
mode of economic production.
Moreover he had assumed that the major tensions
and conflicts leadirg to social change ab Agege
are those based on the differential relationships
of econowic classes to the means of production. 4n
argument which we believe emphasize the importance
4of production relations as key elements of analysis,

‘%ode of production would

and pre--supposes that the
then be the basis for the class formation in that
kind of society. peace, further stated, that
excessive concentration on social class in inter-
personal relationships too easily directs attention
away from the dynamics of social change grounded

in economic class conflict, and that also the

rules of interpersonal competition themselves
changed i» the course of the resolution of these

broad based conflicts.38

A recent study in Sokoto state alsu makes

sbrief reference to class formation. A.M. Jega is

concerned with the crucial question of how we can
account for Nigeria's capital intensgive Irrigation

projects in terms of how they transform the peasant

Peace, Adrian J., Social Change at Agege:
4/ mrive. Sbabus, and olass To NIKeT sa Wowahip
e

PHoP. WHeE1E, TRIVETsity oT Bisser, § p.§77-287u
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and agrarisen structure? Ir relation to class
formation the researcher concur with the view that
peasantsS arc not an amorphous social category
but rather a fractionalized class within the
dominant capitalist mode of production. Again,
Jecza concede that it is difficult te clearly
identify fractions of a c¢class, particularly
because the process of transformation is continuing,
and that iv so far as capitalist development
proceeds through preexisting social relations the
character of class formation is not precisely

identifiable.>”

Taken together, these five studies supgest
that Marrist oriented class analysis in the African
context in no way needs to imply the mechanical
application of formulae and categories taken over -
from the study of western societiex. On the contrary,
each of tho studies demonstrates how class analysis
as a method takes its point of departure from
historical specific social formations and their
complex dynamics. They also illustrate that the
identification of classes is not a goal in itself.

The non-consolidation of clasges and the complex

%29. Attahiru M. Jega, The gtate, Peasants and
Rural Transformation In WigeTTa, A Cas€ Study ol
BiK61671 Trrigation Project, SOKOLO SLate, PheDe
TRES1S, NOTEH WESLEID, %vansfﬁh TRy PPe S54-50.




overlapping of class relations may equally be

investigated.

The studies presented hére each concentrate
on a particular class category, either workers or
peasants. In our case, the challenge is to eymlore
the class structure of an urban.social formation
in its entirety including its roots in the agrarian
economy as well as its incorporation in a wider

regional, national, and world context.

147 Class Crganization

Marx's contention in relation to class
organization could be discerned from his argument
that separate individuals form a class only in so
far as they hove to carry on a common battle against

40  onig4i argues that one should

another class.
examine the political relations of clagses to
obtain a comprehensive overview of the nature of
class formmastion in a society. 1In doing so the
question of the state as an apparatus of political
power and class domination becowe? important,
,é;since the power of the ruling class ig concenprated

in the organisation of the state, the opposed ¢”ass

-

40- Cited by Shiv;ji, opa Cit-

e ——————
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must aim directly against the mechanism of the

state,

Consequently, Shivji maintained that every
class struggle is a political struggle which in its
objective aims at the abolition of the existing
social order and the establishment of a new social
system. In fact classes hardly become fully class
concious except in situations of intense political

T The contention of Sh’'vji that political

struggle.q
struggle, propaganda, and the concious organisation
of the potential classes for class struggle are
part of the very process of the development of

classes we shall consider as valid.

Debating the issue of class conciousness
relative to class organisation, Marx begins with
the assumption that man is a social and producing'/
being, and thus he views 'conciousness' which is
a normative phenomena, as deriving from the
individual's position in a social structure. For
Marx the activity in which a person is engaged
locks individuals into a position within a social
hierarchy that largely determines their social
conciousness., Thus Marx argued that one's experience

at work, plays a significant part in determining

- — .

41, Ibid.




36

ones social and political views, 2

According to Marx, an individual's role in the
soclal division of labour not only determines the
proportion of the combined social product, but also
generates definite objective interests which are
shared mutually by fellow workers possessing the
same position within the social organisation of
production. This constitutes the basis for an
objective class stratum; which does not necesgarily

45

imply a compon class conciousness.

’éecognition b//

of mutual’ interests among workers of the sape

Marx, therefore argued that the

objective class necessarily involves & conflict of
interests between buyers and sellers of labor, across
a similar organisations of production. The degree to
which workers as an objective c¢lass recoghises both
thenuetrality of their common experiences and common
interests at the same time the antagonism and conflict
of interest between buyers and sellers of labour |
constitute the degree of class conciousness present

within thet objective social class. '

Cur contention deriving from the Marxist

D L ST A RV PR Yo

42. Cited by Lubeck, Op. cit.
43. Ibid.
4. Tbid. p.5.
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annlytical perspective which sce 'conciousncss' as

2 non-natericl phencnena - is that the problematic

¢f clnss conciousnesSs which is an aspcet of the

stuldy of social class forn tion nust b linked to

thot of ¢losg opgonisation boeouse it is logleal to

locte coneiousness through the attenpt by the classes
/to articulate their intervsts, ~nd form Structures

which fight fcr those intercsts, We further contoend

that the nttcempt to loe~t: ecnciousnaess in the

contoxt of physical reality would cmount to a non

secicntific ond mctaphysical excercisc, cxcept that
the closcst one could nssocinte conciousncss with
& cenerete situation is through the aetion cach class
engage in 2t the politieal level. Therefeore given
the tdinlectics' of the objective 2and the subjective,

it is quite scicentific to wttvempt to loente 'sub-
jeetive' ccnciousness of the various classes in the
tobjective' conditions of their politicnl activities -~

naifested in fom of class struggle,

Also sone non-Marxist scholnrs in their
presentation «f class consciousnuss shew an under-
stending of the relstionship betweon consciousness
and some form of clnss organisation. For cxample
Mox Weboer in o brief discussion of class consciousness
observed that 2 class conscicus group succceds must

casily
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(&) against the immediate ecbnomic opponents;

” (There is an implication of class sgtruggle
here)

{1D) if large number of persons are in the
same class situation;

(c) if it is technically easy to orgénise
them especially if they are concentrated
at theirwork place;

{(an implicaticn of class organisation)and

(d) if they are led towards readily under-
stood goals which are imposed and
interpreted by men outside their class
(the intelligensia) or the leadership

of a political party.45

P.C. Tleyd gimply points out that "class
conciousnesa implies the conciousness of the special
interests of the class and activity directed towards
preserving these interests".46 We might ask how do
clasgses move towards preserving these interests and
how do they articulate such interests in the first
place? The only logical answer would be {hrough
their class organisations. Lawrence Hazelriggs
claims that a self consclious c¢lasg is that group
that has an insight into the nature of class struc-

ture in their society, have the abilily to assess

e — 1

45;_ Heber, Op. cite.
4¢, Ppeace, Op. cit. pp. 277-287.
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and. locate their pesition within that structure:

and _also_they posgesg collective,
interests that show that pOSltIOn

which® bhey occupy in_ Society and they L7
behave 1n accordance to these 1nterests,
(émphasis =dded )

We shall comment on the above defini¥ion thus:
collective interests could only be articulated and
expressed effectively 1f such classes are organised.
Also to behave according to these imterests regquires
an organised mechanism which would consciously pursue
these interests whether they 2re Lased on political

or economic goals or both,

In a contribution tc the debate on Marxism
as & sclientific methodoclogy, Ejembi argued that,
consciousness, whether it be true or false becomes
vitally important mainly in the realm of political
action, and the assessment of the potential for this

. . 48
actlon along class lines,

Consciousness argued
Ejembi 1s not the determinant of class by definition
and conceptualization, but rather we wight add it
manifests iteelf in the class action of the

organised classes.

1.8 The State as Class Organisation

This study attempts to show how the state becomes

ey

h7. Lawrence Hazelripg's article in Ar
and D. Grimshaw ed. Lonparﬂ%lve Social RPQEd?gg Mngn
Wllleﬂsand Song, New York, “197¥;

Ejembi, op, cit. p.11.




in itself a class organisation. The main
contention is that a part from other class functions
which the state performs, it equally play the role
of a class organisation at the political level
operating on behalf of the dominant classes in
society; in this case the bourgeosie. What are the
theoretical foundations for assuming the state as

a class organisation? Such a discussion could be
pursued from the classical Marxist position, and in
that direction Lenin used Engels argument about the
nature of the state in society when he argued that,
the gtate is not a power forced on society from
without, but rather it is a product of society at

&9

a certain stage of development. Engels further

argued that the state emerged because the society
has becone enfangled in an insoluble contradiction'
with itself, that it had Sylit into irriconeiliable

antagonisms which it is powerless to dispel.

The insoluble contradictions referred to bjL//
Engels are the class¥contradictions. The state
therefore is a permanent feature of all class
societies, Ienin argued from this perspective and
stated that the state is a product and manifestation

of the irriconciability of class antagonisms.EOIﬁnin

e ——— -

49, V.I. Lenin, Selected Works vol IT.
Progress publishers MoScow, s Do 20s
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proceeded to argue that inspite of its supposed
tigsolation' from society in a transcendent way,
the state ic also an instrument for the exploitation
of the oppressed classes. Ue argued that because
the state arose from the need to hold class antagonism
in check

e but because it arose at the same

time in the midst of the conflict of

these classes it is a8 rule, the state

of the most powerful economically
doninant cTlass.., (GMphasis ed)

This class through the medium of the state becomes
also the politically dominant class and thus
acquires new means of holding down and exploiting

the oppressed class, The political dominance of such
a class shows that the state function as a political

organisation of the oppressor classes.

Marx himself argued in a manner which implicitly
attribute a form of class organisation to the state.
He stated for example that the bourgeosie has since
the establichment of modern industry and the world

market ;

conquired for itself in the modern
- representative of the state, excessive
U/f political sway. The executive of the
molern state is but a committee for
manaping the common affiars ol the whole
hourgeosie,oe (emphasise added)

51. Ibid, p. 2%

52. Karl Marx and Frederich Engels, gSelected
Works, Progress Publishers Moscow, 1975, PP.36=-37.
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similarly Semora Machel, in discussing the future

of independent Mozambique declared:

The state is not an external and
imnutable structure; the state is not
the bureaucratic machinery of civil
servants, nor some thing abstract, nor
a mere technical apparatus. The state
is alwvays the organised form tRATOUBh
which a cTass takes power in order to
FUulTil ITSs interests.5’ (my emphasis)

Both the quotations from Marx and Machel are self-
explanatory, but we may add to them some contemporary
scholars concerned with the role of the state in
African society. For example Bjorn Beckman after
presenting a rather extensive argument on various
aspects of the nature of the state in Nigeria
concluded that actually inspite of the debate about
whether to see the state as an organ of domestic
capital or international capitsl or both? 'The
primary role of the state (in Nigeria) is to
establish, maintain, protect and expand the conditions
of capitalist accumulation in general, vithout which
neither foreign nor Wigerian capitalists can

54

prosper'. 'Je thus conclude that from such a
posicion the state is most fundamentslly an organ

of the capitalist class irrespective of location,

either domestic or foreign.

Finally, we observe in concensus with some
5%. 'The state in Africa', ROAPE, Editorial, wo.5,
1981, p.>3.
. S%. Bjorn Beckman, 'Wose State?' gtate and
cagltallst Development in Wigeria', ROAPE No.23%,1982,
p.45. I
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otherﬁﬁarxiggn achdlafsiinﬁerestéd iﬁ fhe nafuré.ﬁf
the gstate - that it is a basic part of swainson's
case for example, that the emerging fraction of the
Kenyan bourgecsie uses the state, its power and its
resources to its own advantage, even to the point of
getting it to curb foreign competitors.55 It is
thus logical for us to suppose that it is not only
class organisations 1like trade unions, professional
organs and associations that articulate and formulate
class interests, and consclousness, but that the
state itself is part of this whole process of cleass
action, and that it e¢perate in this fasilon for the

dominant class in the society.

To'conclude, this chapter héé éttempted to
present our research problem, and to give an outline
of our study in Sokotc, the reasons why we study
class formation, and its significance as an aspect
of class analysis generally. We also attempted to
review the literature which help us to expose what
classes are, «nd also the review of what the nature
of elass formation is in African society. Finally
we observe what we consider as class organisation
in the light of how classes develep and generate

their organisations, and then in the final case we
argue in favour of considering the state as a forw
of class orgunisation.

55. Editorial, ROAPE, No. 8, 1977, p.3.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOKOT

Sl ae b B8 R . )

2.1 The Origins of sokoto

Available evidence suggests that a pre-jihad
settlement of the name 'Sokoto' lay near the site
where the city of Sokoto developed as a capital and
cultural centre of the political system which was

created as a result of the Jihad of Usman Dan Fodio.1

In his work titled "Infaya al [Mnsur® Muhammad
Bello, known as the 'founder' of thc town wrote
about camping at the area several times between 1805
and 1809. Within this time Sokoto was used as a
staging and command post for military operations

aimed against the Gobir dynasty based in Alkalawa.2

ILeaving acside all the mythical attempts to
explain the origin of Sokoto, @ reliable starting
point would be between 1805 when Muhammad Bello
first camped there and the conquest of Alkalawa in
4808. The conquest and re-settlement of substantial
nunbers of people in Sokoto further gave it a new

role, which was more important than its status of

— —— - o

1. galeh Abubakar, Birnin Shehu; The City of
Sokoto: A Social and Econ®mic History, C.1903, fﬁ.b.
ThGS"iB, IIE‘E’. Z_arla‘ ,T%J, p.zl;.

2. Ibid, P.27.
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a hamlet. Tn 1809the then town wnlls werc set up ©o
facilitate the security of the settlement in the

light of the changing political circumstances.

The administrative structure first introduced
by sheikh Uthman in 1812, which placed the eastern
portion of the caliphate directly under Muhammad
Bello accelercted the development of Sokoto as an
important political and cultural centre, The period
1309 to 1815 morks a phase during which the original
hamlet of gsokoto grew into a sizeable settlement
with no less than twenty wards., These wards were
at the core of the gettlement, and around the mosque
and residence of Muhammad Bello. A common feature
was that they all developed as a result of the
settlement of people in association with and around
the residences of leading military and political

figures working with Rello at that time,

Furthermore these quarters were fairly large
and heteregeneous in composition since the people
who settled there apart from the followership of
the leading ficures also included slaves and other
marginal elements. Also around the aristocratic and

title holdin: quarters were geveral wards which



developed as a result of the re-settlement of
refugees from Alkalwa and its distriects, By the
time shehu Usman moved permanently to Sokoto in 1815,

many more wards had been established.5

gome of these were Rube (known as anguwan
sharifai) which was founded by Adarawa migrants from
Tawa (Niger Republic) under the leadership of one
sharif-al-NMajib. Their occupation was the making
of korino and jibda (civet perfume). Takalamawa
was founded originally by zZamfarawa gettlers,
Masunta by Adarawa settlers who came with the shehu,
Dandi by Adarawa fatake i.e. long distance traders
and tailors who were previously in gobir. Yar-sake
by Kanuri migrants, and Pategi by Nufawa weavers,
lastly kurmin Nufawa was formed at aboub 1809 by

migrants from Nupeland.4

According to historical records mofe spectacular
advances in the development of Zokoto were made in
the period 1815-1837 largely in response to the
movement of the ghelk from Sifawa to Sokoto. The
new layout which resulted from such development

consisbed of such gquarters as aslkemawa, Gabon

L I S e L A e

3. Thid, p. 32.
4, Tbid, p. 33.
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Birni, Konni, Mainiyo, Kofar Atiku, Rijiyar Zaure,
and Zoromawan Sabon Birmi. Tie latter was occupied

by close relctions barori, officials and students

of the shehu. Consequently this new layout was
called Sabon Birni, and its establishment signified
the shehu'’'s movement, The subsequent'immigration
into Sokoto was influenced by this political develop-
ment, and as a result many more quarters were

established in the years immediately after 1815.

The greater proportion of the guarters that
were formed from 1815 to late 1850 were settled by
craftsmen or traders. The impetus for such settle-
nment was the emergence of Sokoto's economic linkages
with the world around it, especially since the
Sheikhs settlement had confirmed the town as the

political and cultural centre of the caliphate,

242 mpgmpre-colonial nygf};jﬁggq

In similarity with the Katsina kingdom and as
documented by Y.B. Usman,5 sokoto too has the
cultivation of crops during the damana (raining
season) as constituling the foundation of its economy.
The major food crops were millet, rice, guinea-corn,

maize, cassgva, beans, groundnuts and other vegetables

5:¥h&ﬁsuf Rala Usmen, g}e Transformatiqg of
atsina, C. 179%-1903, Ph.D. Thesis, L.B.U., ZaFia,
974, p.720.
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like okra, water leaf, and yakuwa (red sowel).6
rainfall in the area during the short wet season
for four to five month is highly variable but on
the whole it is adequate for gereal growth. The
growing season comes to an end with the harvest in
December, and it may extend into the harmattan

5eds0n,

The variability in the amount and distribution
of rain fall has made the prospects for adequate
food supply for humans and animals rather unstable.
Crop failures occur frequently as & result of
delayed rains or drought. This iz accompanied by
famine, and pestilence and exXcerbated by the south-
ward drift of population from the desert regions

laying to the north.

The dichotomy of the seasons and the drainage
system in Sokoto evokes a rythmic response from the
pastoral population and their livestock. In the
raining season the herds remain stable once they
move oub of the river wvalleys or up north., Such
movementsS normally reach a waximum in the period
July ~ September. This development comes with the
wet season in the south of the Rima basin. Butb

when upland pastores begin to deteriorate and

6. galeh Abubakar, Op. cit. p.5.
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surface water to disappear around Qctober, the herds
2

are woved closer agaln to the fadama.

¢attle rearing was the dominant pastoral
activity, although it was closely integrated with
the rearing of sheep, goats, ard poultry. The
activity involves the breeding of animals as well
ag the tendering of their health and movement of
herds to areas of mood pastures and water. Pastoraliém
was closely interdependent with the rest of the
econony over the use of land, The pasgtoralists
require the highly nutritious fodder of the constable
and other forms of harawa; and also the farmers

reguire manure.

Inlsimilarity with Katsina kingdom,8 once again
in Sokoto the basic unit of agricultural production
was the patrilineal homestead; the pida. It was
made up of the close kin of the maigida. (The head.m
of the family), their glaves, servants and often
attached strangers, the actual composition depends
on the occupation and status of the maigida. NMembers
of one of these homesteads work together on the farm
knovn as gandu under the supervision of the maigida.

e o - .

7. Ibid.

8. Uswan Qp. cit. p. 123%.
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During the peak period of the farming activity
the various family units of the locality might
cooperate in the gayya (collective labour) and work
together on the various farms. This was arranged
between the various elders under the supervision af
the sarkin noma. Besides these production units of
the peasant vopulation from which the bulk of the

agricultural produce came, there was the large farms

of the Sarakuna and masu ariziki (the wealthy people).

The farms of the sarakuna were cultivated by

.. .

the slaves of the chief and the peasante, through

a form of collective labour gayya. The wealthymen
whether merchants, artisans or scholars also used
glave labour on their own farms and some form of wage
labour. The pastoralists were organised in patrili-
neal family units similar to the gidaje. Several of
these families came together to form rus3. These
often have some blood relationship and moved together

on the seasonal trek in form of bands.9

The mest
highly specialised pastoralists, who establish no
honesteads, only temporary encawpment ohtained their
food - cerecl, ingredients, weaving apparel metal
and wooden implements from farmers and artisans. The
transactions were effected through the sale of their

}?XEStQEK.”ﬁRQ dairz Eroduction.
9. 8a2leh, . cit, p. 62,
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2.2 The pre-colonial Crafts Industries

In the area of magufacture, specialisation and
organisation of production was based on the homestead,
gidaje, Industrial establishments were household
businesses. The inheritance laws of the area
perpetuated the system of ownership in which the
accumnlation and distribution of wealth and meams
of livelihood cccuredwithin the homestead. These
laws and practices prescribed a system for the
contrel and distribution of income and surplus

within the family. '

There was a tendency for members of the house-
hold to gpeecialize in a particular craft. The house-
hold was the basic framewerk of training in specia-
lized skills. These gkills in particular craft or
trade were handed down from one generation to ancother.
4 part from the labour of 'legitimate' members of
the household, slave labour was also used. The
slave labour was moestly not paid for. Whereazs the
bulk of the non-family labour was of this form,
there existed occcasional labour which was paid for
in kind or cash, Jinga. This form of wage labour

iz an important way in which many people mupplemented

S s

10, 1Ibid,

o P .-
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their income. Tt was particularly important in

craft and commerce.

The pattern of craft industriss in Sokoto
reflected the development of the economy. The main
areas of this type of production were in smithing,
tanning, wood-carving, pottery, weaving, and cloth-
malcim',;.’rI The development of manufacture was
intimately related to the character of the links
which Sokoto was evolving with other areas, Apart
from being the source of labour and skills which
sustained the industries, these areas (adar,
zamfara, Niger) also provided an outlet for the
products of the city, and provided a stimulus for

further growth of the industries.

Mut of the major industries black-smithing
was th2 most strategic because of its busic signi-
ficance in the provision of durable tools and weapons
for agriculture crafts and warfare, The smithing
of iron was done in gayya form, where individuals
Prom households were involved in the same gayya,
~nay the resulting product was shared out on a

mutually agreed baalsi.'?..']2

There also existed in Sokoto the 'yantam=~, -

—— i e e -

11. JIbid.

— .

12. Thid, pp. 71-73.

-----
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cadTe of merchant traders in iron. They tended to
be more prosperous than those engaged in smithing.
Unlike iron which was produced locally in the Sokoto

area, jar karfe used for silver smithing and forin karfe,

were acquircd through trade with Gonja, (The Goldcoast
hinterlond, now Ghana), FTupeland, the tin producing
areas of north of the wiger, 3Benue confluence and

from North Africa.13

In the districts near Sokoto not much cotton
was grown but “amfara produced large amounts of cotton
which was traded throughout the Rima Basin. The
textile industry consisted of four main areas or
stages of production i.e. spinning, weaving, tailoring
and dyeing. Spinning known as kadi was a female
preserve and according to sources it was a woman
occupation, It was a household industry, especially
concentrated in the countryside and it afforded the
women a source of small income for their use or to

supplement the family income,

weaving, like spinning was also a predominantly
rural industry in the Sokoto area. However the bulk
of the cloth weven in the country side were coarse

cloth known as fari or farfanun sawaye. This was one

of the principal items traded into the city by rural
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people, being the main article of clothing for the
population, rural and urban. The sBawaye
were a major item in the export trade, There
was thus a large market for the sawaye, providi 4 -
the textile industry with a secure basc. They
were also used as substitute or ancillary cmrreéncy,
especially in rural trade. Largely the productlon
of sawaye provided the main basis of the dyeins
industry which thrived in dyeing white thread and

gawaye into other colours..,14

The dyeing industry itself was according to
historical evidence one of the most important
industries in Sokoto town. There were not less
thanscven different locations, of dyeing pits all
over the town. The importance of dyeing can be
seen from the local people's preference for dyed
cloths. They formed the principal export of Hokolo
to the markets of adar,\hir, zaberma, the Niger
bend, and Gonja. The most popular dyc used and the

[
largest produced was the indigo Ave ecalled (Pabq).q

In relaotion to the leather works in Sokoto,
Clapperton who resided in the town between 1824 and
1826 to 1827 wrote that the dyeing of tanned gc %!

skins red and yellow was the principal manufacture

14, TIbid.

ikt s 18

- ’150 Ibido
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in the town. Also Berth writing some twenty-seven
vears later described the making of leather articles
as the "most celebrated branch of manufacture in

16 - the number of Tanneries and Lhe

Sokoto!
importance 0of leather production and leather
~articles in the economy tends to support these
observations. There were tanneries (majemai)}

in no less than twelve quarters of the city; turning

only products used in local mapnpufacture and for

export through the long distance trade (fabtanchi).

Pottery in the pre-colonial period was also
important to the 'domestic’' economy and social l1life
of every Sokote househeld, since most utensils and
containers for domestic and industrial use were
made of c¢lay and wood, Unlike pottery, wood carving
was by necessity largely rural based and Sokoto's
requirements in wooden objects were satisfied by
the Liportation of the surplus produced by
rural craftemen, However even vithin the town the
quarter of 'yarsake'had wood carving as its dominant
occupation. In contrast to metal working, and
textiles wood carving and pottery relied more on
the lockl demand. The greater prosperity of the
former can be seen in their prole in commerce.

VR AT sk A s e -

16. Ibid.
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puring the pre-colonial period, Sokoto
witnessed a2 rapid increase in population. Of the
various peoples who had moved into theé town in the
ninetoenth century, there were several who were
professional traders. Manv traders moved into
gokoto from areas with which the town had important
commercial links. These people often settled in
groups of ccncentration generally not far from the
market or around one of tne gates through which the

trade with the south is conducted.’

The entire commercial system in Sokoto revolvad
around the activity of households specialising in
commerce and related occupations on full-time as
well as part-time basis., Some of Tthem form groups
of profcssionals who make their living through
trade brokerage (dillanci). As in crafts house-
holds form quarters in different parts of the city,
with the result that quarters wholly or predominantly
inhabited by fatake dotted the city lstnc:l.-:scape.’]8

The central place of exchange in the town was
the market place (kasuwa), where the bulk of the

activities relating to trading took place. There

——— A e b e e . —

17. Ibid, p. 123.
18. Ibid, p. 129.
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were also several neighbourhood markets scattered.
here and there in the town especially mear the
gates, BSome part of the trade tock place directly
between households in such nelghbourhoods. This
trade was mostly conducted in barter and carried
out by women concerned with food items and beau-

19

tifiants.

The trade with the Noerth was inportant judging
from the number of financers (attajirai), and |
middlemen (dilialai) of gokoto, who were mostly
from Acar and others that claim northern origin,
such as the (pzbinawa), people of Azben. They had
a strong position in the trade with the south and

southwest poarticularly in kolanuts end livestock.

In returm for its salt, livestock, and grains,
the noth got from gokoto textile goods, leather
and leather goods, kolanuts, grains and slavesy
the textile goods being the most igportant ltems
both by valume and value, The historical evidence
availsble shows that leather and leather goods,
civet porfume, and textile products were being
exported frop Sokoto eastwards to Kane and Katsina,
The most important item in Sokoto's trade with the

rest of the caliphate from this early period was

g g -

/]9' Ibid, pe /l‘q‘Oo
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salt. There was alsc subsbtantially & two way trade
in textiles with Kano and through it with such aress

as Adamawa, Muri and Bauchi.

Kano was the main collection and distribution
centre for all trade going west and coming east
from Sokote. The trade from Adamawa, Bauchi, Bormo
and all the eastern emirates to Sokoto was channelled
through Kano, whose merchants owned much of the
capital, and organise the caravans involved in the

trade. 0

The city's commeérce and industry moreover
depends on strategic relations with i1ts hinterland.
Commerce played & dynamic role in these relations
because the bulk of rural trade into gSokoto consisted
of Agricultural products, woodeén manufactures, metal
(iron) goods and few industrial raw materials such
as indigo. The neighbouring Zamfara provided grains,
indigo and cotton; the area bordering Adar provided
millet and livestock, while smoked fish came from
the lower Rima valley. Rice was produced extensively
in the river valleys and Marshland near Sokoto and
on the lower Rima., The goods that were traded into
Jokoto from the country side dealt substantially

with nccesgities rather than with luwxuries. Conse-

ks T e T N . w  _W__acn

20. JIbid, p. 154,
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quently rural trade into Sokoto had significance

which was both economic and political.

The political economy of Sokoto in the pre-
colonial era rcflected interrelationships between
agriculture, manufacture, and commérce. The sectors
provided each other with the basis and resources
for continued development. It was a self-generating

and self-sustaining socio-economic system.

25 Colonialism: The Process of Peripheralisation

-=: At the time of the conquests of Sokoto by the
colonialists, the Sultan Attahiru faced with the
superior forcc and weaponry of the imperial British
did not know whether to fight or negotiate., Time
was already running out for the sSultan, when the
learned Ren of Sokoto assembled to consider what
the Sultan's decision should be. Sokoto at this
time was faced with a sibﬁation irhere nolhelp wAag
expected from the rest of the empire, part of which
had already been conquered. The existing wall of
the town was also crumbling and the Sultan's forces

2
were concentrated in one place.‘1

The verdict of the scholars however was that

21. H.A.S. Johnston, The Tulani Impire of
sokoto, Oxford '"niversity rress, London, 1957, PP
249-250,
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it would be unacceptable for the commander of the
faithful, the sultan to submit voluntarily to & non
Islamic power. Therefore he must fight and if
necesgary die, Sultan Attahiru accepted their
judgement. The decisive battle which confirmed the
conquest of Sokoto occurred in March, 1903, and
Sokoto's army then was drawn in three divisons. The
town however lost to the British. The conquest was
a by product of the superiority of the colonial army
in both armaments, experience, and strategy.
Furthermore the caliphate was then experiencing a

political and diplomatic disintegration.22

gonsequent upon the colonial conquest and the
integration of Sokoto into the colonial econony,
a nunber of factors began to emerge which led to
the marginilisation of the town. One factor was
the decline in the long distance trade., The early
economic relations between Sokobo and Europe througﬁ
NWorth Africa had followed an independent pattern.
Manufactured goods from Sokoto were exported through
the Trans-3aharah trade route to North Africa, and
then Furope, The 'Morroece'! leather was Sokoto's

most important export to Burope. Cotton goods were

PO

22. JeFeAs AJayil ed. History of West Africa
vol. ITI, Longman Group Ltd., Londomn, 1974, p.47%1.
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also cxported. Also by the end of the nineteenth
century a small scale export of raw materials had
started, these were mostly cotton, groundnuts, and
galt. With direct colonial conbrol however all
these activities began to decline and mostly the
trade was now re-shaped to follow the direction of
the Buropean firms, and other colonial business organi-
sations. The independent basis of those activities
was then disrupted, The effect was most clearly
raofloceted in the decline of the crafts industries.
Tocal industrial activity especially iron smithing
was drastically curtailed through direct rovermnment
intervention, although soue cother industries like

cloth weaving survived substantially.

puring the same period the growth in the export
of cotton and groumdnuts was intensified, and this
resulted in the diversion of labourfron food pro-
duction tao other new forms of colonial ecouomic
activity, for example road construction, and the
building of railway lines, The migration of labour
out of Sokoto to Gusau and Kaura Namoda areas was
based on the disipntegration of the slave labour
economy. This disintegration was the result of the
subordination of the domestic economy to the colonial
econcmy. It was further facilitabted by direct .

colonial policy ~f the 'negation’ of slave trade
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alco the economic activities of the colonial firms.
Firms like the Messrs Ambrosini, TLondon and ¥ano
company, Messrs 4. Cavaris, and the Royal Niger

Company encouragedthe trade in hides and skins.

Colonial economic expansion in contrast to the
domestic pre~colonial economip disintegration was
clearly manifested. As early as 1902 the British
Cotton Growing Association (B.C.G.4) was formed to
encourans cotton growing in the area. In 1920
American cotton seeds were distribubted in five
scufheast districts of Sokoto, The American cotton
was expected to yield more lint Than the indjigenous
one., Consequently the latter was uprooted and

burnt on the advice of the local f::hj.e:t‘s.gLL

Another factor which symbolises the marginili-
sgtion of gokote in the colonial era was the
decline in the political status of the town. Firsy,
the conquest ensured that itc position as the
capital of the 'calphate! was negated. Secondly,
the colenial governmment relocated the centre of
political power at Kaduna, where the regional
Governor »esides. The estahlishment of skeletal
Administrative service in cid of the c¢olonial regime

made Haduna a more attractive place for officials

L B A LN i TR YL P

23. Ppeter Kazenga Tibenderana, Administration
of Sokoto, Guwandu and Argungu Fmirates, [h.lle TLOSLS,
MMiversity o1 Thadan, 19/%. p.F/5,
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and scholars., Similarly, Kano in this period

arose as the centre of commeréial and industrial
activity in the region. 'These procesges all the
more icolated scketo, since even in the pre-
colonial times the town was less significant in

tte control of trading and industrial activities of
that region. Kano was more central in that regard.
Around Sokoto itsell, Gusau and Kaura-Namoda had

a more subsbantial influence and control or peasant

cash crop nroduction.

In commerce the colonial state substituted the
internal and external trade within Sokoto for a
market based on the importation of manufactured
goods, The pre-colonial economy of the town was
further subordinated by means of taxes, and the new
currency introduced by the pBritish, The taxes had
to be paid in British currency and in the attempt
to do so Mahmud Tukur argued that the people
ineluding members of the ruling class had to look
for the means of getting such currency - which made
them all the more dependent on the colonial economy.
- FPurthermore the whole policy was an attempt or

just an aspect
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.s. Of the British attempt to subyert
vhatever residual antconomy the o8
indigéneous economy Had retdined...
‘(emphasis added) 7

Following this partial collapse of the native
industry, commerce and political status of Sokoto,
and subsequently the need to obtaln British currecy
to pay taxes the Furcpean Tirms in this area were
able Yo pay low wages. The velume of trade also
expericnced a2 general decline, and many of the

| )
markets collapsed or shrank in size .27

The towns traders were transiormed into agents
for Ruropean companies and subjected to Lhe dynamics
of Furopean commercial capital. Alsoc a large part
of the population became dependent on the British
firmms and other colonial organisations. The non-
extention of the railway to Sokoto also had its
sipnificance. The decline and eventual extinction
of the Prans--faharan trade was largely the result
ol the presence of the railway in Gusau and Kaura
Mamoda in 1912. The Railway provided n access to
the sea, and hence divorted the merchandise which
otherwise would have been taken to the Arab world
through the Trans-gaharan trade route. The non-

extension of the railway also signified that Sokoto

-

24, Mehnud Tukur, The Imposition of British
golonial Nomination op tA¥ HokKolg T IIpRsTE,
1914, PH.D. Thesis, A.B.U. Zaria, 1979, v.484.

[

25. Ibid, p. 818.
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was marginal in the cash crop production system
and the export of raw materials, The town's
limited produce could thus be transported by road
to Gusau or Kaura Wamoda for onward transportation

by rail to the coast.

The people who benefited from the colonial
trade in JSokoto were the merchants and their agents
who acted as middlemen between the local producers,
and outside traders. Tt has been argued that the
economic benefits that resulted were accident and
not out of o planned economic programme, and that:

The British were mainly interested in
the production of cotton and groundnuts

which were needed for processing in
British factories.26

The British colonial economic policy in Sckoto was
however part of a greater design which attempted to
establish control on the indigeneous economy of the

whole {congrercd caliphate,

The survival of Sokoto however as a provincial
and political centre came about through the position
it held in the colonial policy of indirect rule.

The same could be sald for the survival of the

crafts industries. guch industries like metal

e e sl b -4 s . i

26. 1Ibid, p. 479.
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works, leather works, pottery and textiles continue
to provide for the necessities which could not be
provided for sufficiently through imported manu-
factures, Colonial merchandise trade also witnessed
an expansion. The payment of high prices for
peasant cash crop produce by the British commercial
firms enabled the domestic middlemen in Sokoto to
make greater profits. The local producers also
developed a taste for imported products, thus

they increasingly spent their income in the pur-
chase of such goods. The rise in the demand for
manufactured goods created the avenuc for increascd

profit for Turopesn nerchonts ~nd their firms.27

Mercantile firms in the region made substantial
commercial profits, The indigeneous tradeis of
Sokoto began to import and operate commercial
vehicles for transportation. They also sold sewing
mechines - and bieyecles, The profits they make made
them incereasingly rich, and they gradually began
to be 'distinguished' from the peasant population.
The profit made by the colonial firms was repatriated
to Britain through the west Africa currency Board.
The premises of the colonial firms in Sokoto was

earlier sited alongside one of the principal

- —

2?. Lord Lugard, The Nual Mandate in British
JIropical Africa, Frank Tasg and U06. Ltd. rondon,
1%5. I). 478'
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cattle routes outside the city. This early location
was the focus of a new commercial area. Most of the
firms that came to Sokoto in this period were
trading in hides and skins., They were mostly
British although some other Furopéan and Syrian

firms were 2also present.28

The cclonial government itself obtained ite
requirement whether they were material costing
millions for construction or small articles, from
the crown agents. They were pre-cluded from buying
frem local traders except when they want local

preoduce.

The influx of non-local Wigerians into Sokoto
was slover than in other urban centres like Fano
and Kaduna, This was due to the slow development

of Sokoto as a commercial town. The Sabon gari and

Tudw edo Lrens of the eity did not becone
urban urits hich they did clsewhowe in Tizerin,
Suech duvelopuent only oceursud roe blye 2

While <okoto has had long connection with
Yoruba traders through their nineteenth century
trading linls the latter came in considerable

numbers only in the 1920s. At first they came

28. Hamigh A.C. Main, Sokoto: Urban Morphology
Ag%q?unct;on. M.A. Thesis, Tniversity of Abardeen,
1 Op-/ll

29.Ibid.
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along with some Ibos, and settled in the areas
adjacent to the market. The Ibos particularly

were mostly associated with commerce,

The activities of the colonial administration
facilitated the survival of gSokoto as a political
centre, In the town the local government outer
councils continued to flourish, anc¢ became quite
valuable as political institutions. Also the
native authority engaged in the construction of
concrete market stalls slaughter slabs and well
tops. ‘he constructions were carried out by the

rural development teams, The Sokoto mechanised
rice scheme established in this period cultivates
over 25,000 acres of land by means of tractors.
Also electricity undertakings and urban water

supply was established at this time.30

The cattle trade in Sokoto continued to
thrive. Cattles were usually purchased for
training as plough bullocks, There existed am
extensive cattle market at Sokoto, and also a
livestock marketing service was set up for Northern
Nigeria, In addition to organising livestock

mmarketing the service dealt with stock routes,

30, Ibid. p.18.
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cattle markets, and the transport of the animals by
railway. A large proportion of the cattle was
slaughtered for domestic consunption. The Sokoto
Native Authority also had a cattle ranch which was
used for demonstrating grazing control, and to
provide a scheme for utilizing forest reserve areas
for the benefit of the livestock industry. The
scheme also provided a pool of heifers for issue to
mixed farmers. There existed a buying organisation

which buys the immature male stock and young heii‘ers.31

2.6 Political Re-emergence in the late Colonial

and Early post colonial Period

pevelopments in Sokoto town durine the late
colonial period were affected primarily by a
combination of two factors. On the one hand was
tne decolonisation process itself which resulted
in increased government and commercial activity in
the town, and on the other hapd the strengthened
financial basis for such developments through the
jncreased extraction of surplus from peasant pro-

duction through the marketing Board system.

In relation to the nbove development, Williams

argued that the increase in the dem=nd for export

-

31, Northern Region of Wimeria, Provincial
Annual Reports 1932, Government pPrinteT, WOrthern
Wigeria Kaduna, pp. 113=114.
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crope after the second world war encouraged the
coloni~l firms to ndvence credit for the purchase

of cash crops which “gain financed the expansion of
imports. The expansion of cxport production and the
incrense in money supply in the form of these
nroduce advances had the dded ndvantage of
incrersing the opportunities in tradine, craft pro-

z
duction, nnd the produciion of food for the rrr.-w.rkeﬂ:."2

This development pener-ted the establishment
of the marketing Board sysit=m by th. cotoninl state,
Buying licenses were 2llocatcd to domestic business-
mén interested in bein;, mi‘dlemen botween peasant
fcrmers and the colonil firms, ‘fhec middlemen
thumseclves competed for such liconses, sirce the
surplus product of the famoers was renlized at the
levil of circulation, The trnde in cash crops thus

becruwc quite significont,

Helleiner reports thrt exports cf both
groundnut and groundnub o0il malc substantial progress
from the early 1950's based on exparsion in production.
Mnrketing Board purchnsces rose from 430,000 tons in
1952-5% to over 870,000 tonc ten yunrs la‘cer.33

e e e

%2, Garvin Willi-ms, Wigerin: Fconomy And
3ociety, Pex collins London, 197€, p.T7.

3%+ G.K. Helleiner, @ensont Asricnlture,
Govermisert And Economic Grovwth ‘In Wigerid, Richard
De ITVAD INC, LIIINL0H, T060, De 110,
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Cotton production is th¢ second most important
neasont export crop in the nrea, Considerable
quantities have also been directed into indigencous
textiles industries, I addition to lint, cotton
sced, wns also exported, Tts vnlue is also
sigmificant in the tot~1l cwaluation of cotton's
contribution to the economy. Thc value of cotton
exports rose from very lou levels in the mid 1%40s
to n record peak in 1949. 13y 1952 according to
fellicner this level hod itself been increased nearly
rivefold. "

Oof particular signific nce wes the relotionship
botucen the state, 'nd the marketing Boards on the
on¢ 'vnd, and the peasant farmers on the other, The
marketine Boards controllced the domestic purchase
and the sale on the world morket of the 2gricultural
produce of the peasants., Thoy ostablish the prices
to bue paid to the peasant produccrs (2s well 2s the
niddlemen who purch~se from them) on the basis of
non-narket ecriterina. thus 2 larsze amount of surplus
was 2ppropriated by the markebting 3eards. For
exanple the proportion foing to the marketing Roards

in 1963 accounted for G3% of the value of cxports.35

The middlemen who atind in betwceen the marketing

R D

3‘”'. Ibid‘ p. 1;)?.
35. 1Ibid.
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Boords ~nd the producers ~lso benefit substontially
fror: the ghare in the surolus, Thus “illi-ms argued
thit, Lhe development of produce trode created
opportunities for the intermediarins through whom
the narketing Boards nnd the coloni~l firms bought

goods from and sold gends te their customers.36

The building of rur~l fecder roads nccording
to Willi~ms crented opportunitiecs in transport for
these niddle entreprencurs, »"inly produce buyers
best ~blz to take ndvantagse of such fmeilities.

The tr.ding operations ¢1 the narkoting Boards in
the Sokoto area apnd tho country zenerally rather
thon to protect fammers from price and incone
fluctuctions, they undersined the living standard
of these people, throush the cppropriantion of their
surplus., It contributed substantinlly to the

expanding revenue of the state,

Trade within the region remcined 2t a high
level snd many businessiien vere asgisted in their
tradine activities by the gtate, Thé number of
indigcneous licensed buyinpg agents appointed by
the marketing Boards increased stendily between

the years 1953 - 1963.37  The appointnent of

3G. Garvin Willinns, 3tate And gocie In
Yigeria, Afrografika Publishers,” Ondo 'Q’E_EE a e,{""'_"

Mijeria, 1980, p.31.
37. WYortherr Rezion of Vi:eria, Statement
of Governnment fetivities, 1955, Governmen

Printer, Xaduna, 1955, DeCe
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licensed buying agents and the assistance given
to then was significant for bourgeois class forma-

tion.

In Sokoto, the activities of the marketing
Boards, the expatriate and indigeneous licensed
buying agents, and the state, created a highly
dynaric movement in the econony, The licensed
buying agents linked with the extern2l nmarket
included the united Africa company, John Holt,
GeB. Ollivant, TLondon =2nd Xano Trading Company, the
British cotton growing Associztion, and Paterson

Zochonis (P.Z.).58

In the same period, state activity in the
provision of infrastructure brought about increased
movernnent spending which facilitated public sector
employuent, education, and Social infrastructures.
The state undertook the construction of roads,
public buildings, ' witer supply for the urban
towm. Among the important buildings were the
chamber for Sokoto Native puthority; others include
an Abbattoir and the Teachers Training College,

For the whole region state construction were quite
sipnificant, particularly of schools at different

levels, Teachers Training Colleges, post offices

38. Wigerian Cotton Marketing Board,

Second Annual ReEort! 1950=-51. Pombridge Printer
._n n ’. ’p.l
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and hospitals.59

In an attempt to explain the above development,
Wwillians poipted out that the expansion in social
infrastructure like education wos necessitated by
the need for colonial administration for clerks,
court interpreters and teachars; the development
of education not only provided opportunities for
salaried employment, but alsc enabled people to
develop formal accounting Skills and come into co-
tact with expatriate administrators and company
managers., It faclilitated mccess bto trade and
enabled some people to act in local politics as
intermediaries between the administration, the

chiefs and the people.

Locording te williams, colonialism reguired
African intermediaries in commerce and administra-~
tion, whose education and inconme made them privileged
in relation to the peasants, craftsmen, and petty
traders, but who were denied the opportunity to
develop their skills and resources further by
excessive practices of the firm and the colonial

gstate,

The expansion of education in the area tied

in with the decolonization processes which reguired

AY.5tatenent ol Govermrent fetivities, 1956,
Ope_Cit. p.9. -
AT.Williams, Op. cit, p.33.
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that indigines be trained to take over some of

the bureaucratic jobs associated with colonial
stote power. Thus the construction of primary
schools became one of the central activities of
the state. Much attention was also given to
Islanic education. These developnents facilitated
the re-emergence of 3okofto into greater political

importance.

Decolonisation encouraged the establishment
of regional political functions which led to the
enhancement of the political status of Sokoto as
a regional centre., The need to get the support
of the masses through religious manipulation and
ethnic propaganda gave Sokoto another significancej
the town being the home place of the Sarduana of
Sckoto, the premier of Morthern Nigeria; as well
as a centre of Islamic learning and feudal reaction
attracted the other feudal institutions interested

in the maintainance of the status quo.

Therefore it was not surprising that develop-
ment programmes were directed to Sokoto by the
regional govermment. Thus a local Airport was
constructad for Sokoto and made operational in
196%+. The most eignificant of such developments
in the early post colonizl period wms the sstablish-

nent of the worthern Nigerion Development company,



76

wiiich set up together with Terrostaal A.G. Assen
of cermany, the cement company of Northern

Wigeria Limited located in ;Fa'okoto‘.iH

By the end of the early post colonial period,
the cconomy had developed to such a sStage that the
internal commercial based activiiies had a strong
foundation. The activities of the state had
greatly expanded and industrial activities had
begun. The surpluses of the marketing Roards were
used to finance the latter, The Boards also lent

money to the stateo%g

It reflected the dynanmic
and highly profitable activities of the commercial

businesses based on an export cash crop economy.

2.7  Sokoto In the retroleun Economy

The éurplus of the export economy had formed
the basis of rapid public sector and commercial
expansion in the late coloninl and early post
colonial period. As the world moarket conditions
deteriorated the basis for continued expansion was
undernined. Political competition for declining
resources intensified, resulting in the collapse

of the first republic and the military coup.

41, TWorthern Nigerisn Development Corporation,
Eleventh Annuwal Report, 1955-66, MNDC, Kaduna, 1966,

—

Pt

42. TWorthern Wigeria Marketing Bocard, Ninth
Annual Report, 1962-6%, government Printer, Kaduma,
195y DSl
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The break of the old regions into separate
systems in 1967 led to the establishment of a
North Western State with Sokote as its state
capital. Particularly with the expansion of
petroleum exports in the early 1970s Sokoto
experienced a new dynamic fit of public sector led
growth, In 1975, as more states were created its
territory was restricted to the former Sokoto

province,

Essentially, the basis of such a public sector
lcd growth is located in the increased significance
of 0il to the Wigerian state; as a major contributor
to government earnings; enabling expanded state
spending. The 3rd National Development Programme
of Wigeria for example was based on the preponderant
contribution of the petroleun sector to its success-
ful implementation, which called for active state

participation in the activities of the oil industry.

Generally there is in the late sixties and
early seventies a rapid expansion in governmment
earnins from o0il. This is exemplified by the
years 1966-=77 for example; when petroleum revenue

began to show its effect; see the figures below:



NIGERIA OIL REVENUE 1966~-77

78

' PERIOD | REWTS | ROY&LTIéé! X ' “Dory —
T - L8 OTHERS

1966/G7 |10,897 23,266 5,723 5,088l 4 975
1967/68 | 11,843 16,294 | 12,033 | 2,513| 41,884
1968/69 | 12,761 16,761 | 5,571\ 5,571; 40,582
1969/70 21,861 | 30,172 23,118 9,292E 75 444
1970/71 15,157 | 148,245 111,716 | 20,022: 219,070
197/72 (23,888 | 300,843 | 441,540 ; 9,361] 623,038
1972/7% |36,349 I 296,613 1 1Q13,634 | 59,912}1582,959
1973/74 113,186 | 296,61% |1262,253 | 10,907{4582,959
1974/75 | 5,786 | 907,653 | 3219,372 | 59,912|4184,101
1975/76 { 9,696 19151,884 |2716,906 | 5,168}5208,576
1976/77 + = - | - - :6300,000

] i

Mapted from WWPC Progress Report, 1978, p.19.

The dramatic incre-se in federal oil revenue

had an 2qually dramatic impact on public spending

at the state level, both, throush statutory alloca-
tion to state govermments and through direct federal

spendin;; on loecal development projects. Much of

such stnte and federsl spending wexre e¢ither made

divzetly in the state copitals or h+ad indirect effects

on econonic activity and el2ss formition. For instance,

nost of tho businessmen executing government contracts
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in orens far away from the state capital would
still hive their base in 30koto town itself.

Much of the profits frorm such contracts would also
be spent in the city, on consunption, property and
other investments, thus contribubing to stimulate

commzrei~l activity nnd ecaployment,

In the early yenrs of this period, 1969-70
the state enmbarked on several projects which gave
sneeinl push to the public sector., In 1970-71
for exrnple, the first post civil war budget made
The capital estimatces of the state to tripple in
size over the previous yesars The argument which
the scate presented to Jjustily smch exponsion was
that stote spending would provide the necessory
infrastructure for privite investment and thus
pove woy for necessary soci:l ~nd economic

tdvonpearent.

State projections verc th:it conditions for
econonic growth, increased cmployment and develop-
ment of human labour resources nced be sestablished
throusn the vital role of state cvpenditure within
the publie sector.43

Ty 1975 state spending hed risen by about 40%

4%, Yorth Western stnte wWigeria, Budget
Spceeh 1972-73, Ministry of Inforuntiom, oto,

d & ~y 'ace
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over that of 1973%3/74. 1In the s~me year, the state
reelized an increase of 300% in theé consolidated
revenue from the federal government.44 Most of the
alloc:tion of the developnent sector over these
periods had been expended on education, water
supply, road construction, and construction of
2gidentinal and office buildings. It meant a
boom for the contractors ~nd businessmen, local and
foreion. How did these developments affect Sokoto

town in particular?

‘Je ocbserved thut in ecducation which was given
a priority in allmost all periods of state cxpendi-
turc, 3Zckoto town recorded = an expansion of
nrin ry intake of both mrle and female pupils from
20,268 in 1969 to 80,569 in 1974/75.*® similarly
enrollment of second2ry schools located in the town
wins 83C students in 1969 as ageinst 3,422 five yeors

loter,

The state also est~blished in the town post

secondory institutions like the Sokoto State College

44, ©Worth Western Stntc Wigeria, Bumper
Budget 1975-76, Informotion Division, SOEOEGT
1976, DT,

45. Morth Western state Wigeria, Statistical
Hnndhook; 1970, Gaskiy=2 Corporation Zarinx, 1970, —

- . -

pp. 1TT5=

46, Worthe Western Stat: wigeria, Education
Statistics 1974/75, Gaskiyn Corporation Zaria, 1975,
PP =0,
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of prts and Science, thc Federal College of Arts
imd Scicnce Sokoto, nﬁd Colleme of Plucation Sokoto.
More significant” development in the expansion of
higher cducation cauie with the establishment of

University of sokoto in 1975.

As o result of the public sector boom, the
econony of the town becwie mors dyn-nic. Production
of both food and cash crons i=»n the urban fringes
5f Sokoto increased ~nd the stote facilitated the
processes through expanded »rogrommes of tractor
hirin=, package demonstration on nrivate farms,
intensified fertilizer disvribution und seed multi-
plicition. The assistnec given by the state to
the so called *progressive foarmcrs!'! intensified.

/ithin the urbin settin proncer definite steps
vere trken by the stat. Lo nrovide basic infras-
tructvre required for the cxoansicn of commercial
mad industrial activity, “ome of these include
urb.m ro2d construction, victer supply schemes, and
strect electrification. The infrastruotyral
facilities provided by the state ond federal povern-
ronts interms of post "1l s¢rvices, telephones and

¢lcetrie power supply werc expanded,

Therefore Sokoto Lovm witncssed an expsnsSion
in “lnost nll aress of the public sector, including

the inproved and exprnded Sckoto hospital equipped
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with podern instruments opd additional beds, and

the pathological laberatory coxtonded.

The state embarked on intensive recruitment
of hish level medical and ~dministrative personnel
both locally and from “brond. 3ome of these include
surseons, physicians "nd potholosists. To sustain
such e-dres most of whon live in sSokoto, including
tecehers and public servomts, the gtate had to
constmet both senior znd junior staff residential
buildings in the town. OFh:r constructions include
i couplex secretariat, nd offices for the federal
ageneios like the ammy, nolice, customs, immigration,
mnd centr»:l bank officinls, At the nonent nearly
every federal govermnmant ~cmency hins 2 branch located

in thu tewn.

Furthermore, bec~use of this vublic sector led
srowth cokoto had witnesscd an unprecedented
cxpension in its urbon set-up wmd it is facing 2ll
the challenges of moderniz.tion comparable to areas
like [ano nnd Kadun., Tha statc offered incentives
in the form of favour~ble ecconopic ond socizl cli

clinnte for private investors.

Toreign capital 2lso ployed 2 role in the
managzerinl and technicnl skille in the manufrcturing

scetor of the town. The state his formed partner-
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siips with foreign ~nd loc..l industrialists,.

gpecific instances ¢of cuch state involvewent is
nomifested in the activitics of the Wigerian
pevelopment @Gompany linited (MDC) which scrves as

a source of capital for agriculturrl opd industrinl
enterprises, also thr~urh its subsidiary the Worthern
miseriom Investment Linited, it initi~tes, investi-
»niesy nd supports cemmerci~l .nd cgricultural
schemes 2nd also induscry. Tt 2lso mrovides loams

47

tnd equity finance for cowmcreial eoncerns.

Indipgeneous busine:ismon were assisted by the
stnt: through the fsm (11l scale industrial credit
schene', They get lons to a moxiow: of ?10,00048
which is invested in lapge scxle industrisl ecstablish-
mnonts,  State involvement in wonufccture as we have
apreil wag basically throuzh firaneinl assistance
fer ipitintion and fin mein: of industries by way
of lorns or direct investinent where private capital
u~a not available. The aim w's to supplement
priv:te enterprises "nd not to disploce them. The
St~te vlsn  offered coopertion with investors

Tror outside the couniiry.

P A e i, BB -—— .

47, BSokoto Stote Wiperia, industrial
Fotenti~lities, Inforn tion Divivion 3ckoto,
OuidsXi Fress, Kaduna, 1976, p.13.

40, Tbid.
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spong industries located in the town are the
cenent company of Worthern Fiterio which uses
loczlly available linestone depositis. There exist
the Sokoto Tannery (SOKCTAM) which procesSs local
leathor, Others are Sokoto Furniture Factory and
the Sokoto Softs drinks Factory; the manufacturers
of 'Lplct and 'King cola' softs drinks. Sonc
snall seale industries such as dyeing, weaving, ard
Jandicraofts have survived, Pew types of smrll
scle » nufacturing industries arc gradually

energing and expanding .. Bakeries, Block making,
49

apdd epell seale furniture making.

The most powerful commerci~l institutions
in tho towmn are subsidinries cof rnulti-nationals
Jike the U.L.C., John Tolt, PsZ. "nd U.T.C. MOSt
of tV°. located mlong IZantin Daji =area of Sokoto.
They constitute the mojor Adistribution commercial
firms in the town. In addition to these, there
exist local shops and Comteer” ovmed by Nigerians

who cnrricd out merchmrndize Ltr+le in the main

L R R T T

‘ruy ant Tmir Yahaya Road, The old market road

constitnte another arew of corcentrntion of

R -

49. sokote state mwigerin, Introducing Sokoto
Stite, Government Printer, Sokoto, To8H. p.57.

- e e
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commercinl businesses engrred in distribution of

50

picycles, motop—cycles, flour, ~nd rice.

The Banking institutions which offer services
to the industrial and ccmmereinl firms, as well as
the public sector constitute another aspect of the
commercial life of the towne Through their
neicivities money capitol ic nobilizcd from the
public for the use of industrizlistes and laree
scle cormercial activities. Prominent amongst
such banks are the First 2ank of Tigeria Timited,
Interna~tional Bank for “est ;frien, Union Bank,
jfortzne Benk of Wigerir, and Bank of the worth.
OLthers include the Internationnl Bank for Credit
ond Coumerce, Savannah Bk, the Nigerian Agri-
culturnl =pd Cooperntives Zink, the Wigepian
Developrient Bank, the 4okotou Cooparative Bank 2nd
the Central Bank of Wiperia which has a state

heecdquerters in Sokoto,

2,8 Bokoto In The Crisis o the Petroleum

Consequent upon th now much publicised though
less understood world economic recession, Sokoto
town minifest in various forms sone of the con-

tradictions associated ith the fiscal 2nd foreign

50, Ibid.
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exch nge crisis in the Mirerin Statc, The
experience in the fall in revenue at the state
level, ~ffect Sokoto in the sense that there
occur .. sharp reduction in stcte spending on the
tovm, 1In this crisis the state experienced 2

decline in the locolly gencrated revenue.

"here was also the operations of a costly
nd vosteful presidenticl system of government
between 1979 - 83, 'hile the statce could not
effeetively maintain the exprnded public sector
it cubarked on 2 spending spree which gave the
politicians of the pariod 211 sorts of loans
rongsing from car loans, housing loans, 2nd small

gserle industrizl lowsns,

Raufu Mustapha has argucd that in the second
rcpubliec, the pace of looting of public trefsure
increased with the upward adjustment of old
contragts, the payment for contracts which were
not enrried out; the award of ficticious contracts
cte., LAccording te Mustwhn, laorge cmount of publice
funds found their woy into private pockets through
thene inflated contrncts cousts, "nd the increasingly
gophisticated kick bnek system, invelving both the
51

politicirns and menbers of the bureaucracy.

e oas = -

51. Abdul Raufu Mustophn, Pereign Capital And
Cl. ss Fermation: A Kano Case Stuly, W.B€, Thesis,
Ledells 1983, P8 -
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Development expenditure declined inspite of
the constant revenue which the feder~nl government
gronts to the state. Copital expenditure figures

since 1980 justify this cloim.

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE OF SCKOTO STATE

—_—

1980 -~ 1984
YELR . AMOUTT ()
1980 - 125,577,216
1981 - 155,628,840
1982 - 92,677, 77
1983 - 87,747,570
1984 - 53,957,000

gource: Ministry of Finrnce Sokoto, CAG/375/
Vol.I, 1985.

<ven though the Federzl gront to the State remained
~lnost constant the state could not maintain the

cxponded public sector.

FEDERAL GRAMT TO SOKOTO STATE 1980 -~ 1984

YEAR _JOUNT (W)
1980 - 137,367 4471
1981 = 146 ,396 , 262
1982 - 224,298 ,%66
1983 - 204 ,646 ,880
1984 - 224,026,422

gource: n) Register 3tntutory Revenue Allocation,
b) Report of Fc¢ i eral A/C Revenue Allocation
CommitteeA solioto stoate Ministry of
Finance 1985.
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The manufacturing sector faced severe under
pro'vction especially in those industries that are
copitszl intensive. This was due to the lack of
inpute of both capitnl goods “nd other raw
matericls which had to be importced. Therefore the
Tactories had to cut down on production which in

curn led to 2 cut down on lrbcur employment.

Added to this wos the problom of insufficiency
of food produced in the sSokoteo nrea for the expanded
urban population. 7The drou:ht nroblem further
agprvated the situ~tion which rearched crisis
proportions in 1983-84., Th: problem of trade slump
e Aceline ip imports mesant th-t the commercial
sector activity alsc declined, The non-av~ilability
of comriodities and the inflation asscociated with
such ~ sgituation wz2s illustrnted by the unprece-
dented increase in prices of products like washing
vowler, bathing somp, cooking oil, rice and corn-

flour,

Thce prices of such iters were so high especially
in 1983, that most low incom¢ 2arncrs mostly workers
(either in the public, industrinl or commercial
sector) could not afford thewm, Rice was so
cxpensive that even the loenl voriety was purchased
at the sume price as the imported oneé an increase

¢l over 300% was recerded hotween 1980-1983 in
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the piice of this commodity *lunc,

In oddition to this rroblenm of price
ine-:ases which ereated hardship and impoverishment
in the local population, state failure to maintain
the ¢>nanded public service led to massive retrench-
ment. There was alse o 3inil-r excrcise in the
private sector as o congequence of under productionm.
This ~ffected mostly .junior vorkers in both the
publiec and private secteors, The retrenched Jjunior
staff were mostly messengers, cooks, ltbourers,
clerks, drivers, gordners and student nurses,
These groups actually constitute the bulk of the
workings people found in the public sector of the
state .nd its parastatals, These 211 the more
wlied to the problem of uneployment within the

urb'n setting of Sokoto.

2.9 Conclusicns

- -

Phe political ccondony of =“okoto had over the
last on: hundred and seventy years of its develop-
nent est~blished conditions within which social
cl zses cmerged "nd gave shope to the social forma-
ticn. e shall conclude by highlightening some of
its concrete features which 2re important in
understanding the contemperary class structure of

ohi: tovn,
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Cne of such features was the activity of the
coloninrl und post colonitl state whose role in the
ceomony generated incrensed public snd commercial
actbivity ir the town; ~nl ~lso strengthened the
hasis for further dovelopmént ol Thuse activities
throush increased extrction of surplus from
pexsint production. e observed thit the surplus
apuroprinted from the pessants re used to expand
the reveunue base of the state, The middle men
whe stand in between the marketing Boards and the
producers also benefited from such surplus extrac-

tion.

gimilarly, state invelvement in facilitating
the expancsion of education wos significent. It
provided opportunitiecs for salari:d employment
linked with local and cxpatriate administrators,
“nc conpiny managers. 1t facilitated access to
trrde nd enable some groups to ~2et in local
politics as intermedizrics between the state, and
the people, Thus we argue th't colonialism had
estoblished African intemmedizries in commerce and
administration whose cduc~tion mnd wenlth made them
privilcered in relation to the peasants, craftsmen,

md puity traders.

A1so the expanded st-te spending in the public

sucter based on petroleun reveune enabled the
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emergenca of @ prodonin rtly public sector led
econony, with 2 highly dynomic conmercinl sector,
and goenerating further food ~nd cnsh crop production
in ‘he fringes of the town which is used to feed

the urban populatione. 3Jtate ~nd private capital
retivity in agricultur:l dovelopnent projects, =nd
the role of large scol2 private formers cnlled

‘progresaive farmers intensificd’,

Within the urb n sctting, dofinite activity
of th2 state to provide bagic infrastructurecl
reguirciient for industrinl ~etivity; facilitoted
th e role of both loczl ~nd foreion capital in
ornufccture and commerce, The town witnessed the
slow exp-nsion of both lorge scoale 2nd small
industrics. Capital intensive focteries deg'n to
ererne, "nd those artis mn mmuf~ctures that survived
throush the pre-colonil nnd celoninl situation

cxpinded.

Multi-naticnals ..st-blished subsidiaries in
sooto, md their industri 1 ~s well as commerci-l
opertions were facilit~ted by th- role of banking,
which i ~1lso 2 significont commercial activity of
tne toup, Other small scole nctivities in commerce
in tic form of locnrl c¢-nteens, shops, 2nd super-

narkats were steadily cxpandins, ~nd most of then
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concentrate in the merchandize trade.

Todz2y, economic «ctivity in Sckoto both
within the publiec and private sector has declined
s & result of the economic crisis. It has led to
reduction in expenditure on mointnining the publie
scetor. The private sector h™s reeponded to the
crisis by reduction in prcduction ~nd consequent
unon this a large mojoerity of the producers were
retrenched. The exercitie mostly ~ffeeted the junior
cadres in the public =nd private sector, This
rctrenchanent of wage labour in commerce and
industrinl production wos prrticularly negative
since it involved the underprivileged in the socinl

fermiotion.

tJe have attempted tc deromstrate in this
chntecr hew Sokoto's econony develoned from its
originnl pre-colonial rurnl b-se, where agriculture
and artisan ma8nufacture formed the basis for
cormerce 2nd surplus extroction. Colonizlisn
introduced the process i the peripheratisation of
5he toun And the subordination of the economy to

chpit~lisn.

The contemporary socii:l :nd ecconomic structure
of the town must therefore he understood in the con-

text of capitalist developnent mnd the historicelly
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determined processes ¢f surplus extraction from
the wagze earning, and peasant poovulntion of the
toim, Is 2 result of the effective integration of
the tovm into the capitrlist systen, 2 complex
socinl formation has Jdeveloped, within which we
sh~1l1l now proceed to identify thc formation of

¢classes,



Chapter 3

CLASSES IN CONTEMPORARY SOKOTO

- Nl ol Bl B

3.1 Introduction: A Civil Service and Commercial

TOowWn

S at e e : " cow . 1

'Sokoto is a ciﬁil service town. Uhliké some
cther major towns in Wigeria, Sokoto has no stroﬁg
vrivate sector base; the manufacturing sector is
very small, and its commercial role in the peasant
cash c¢rop economy is not central. Although commerce
ig jmportant it is primerily linked to public
gector spending. The main sources of employment
are the state bureaucracy, the federal government
agencies including the army, police and various

educational institutions, including the university.

The historibél experieﬁée of Sokoto és tﬁe
capital of the gokoto caliphate in the past, and its
re-emergence as a capital of a state since 1967
have accounted for the pre-~dominance of the public
service, It is within this context that we now

proceed to identify social clasges,

" %.2 The Bourgeosie

The hourgeois class in sSokoto could be

Ol
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structured according tc lovels of significonce
relotive to the nature of econonic ~ctivity they
enpoped in, At the tep we hrve the owners and
nenagers of major nonufacturing cnterprises like
the nokers of softs drinks, cevent, matches,

leatlier, and furnitu.rc.1

The bourgeosie is also
constituted by owners and umogers of major
trading companies like Tradev, wadin, and Sotana
entcrprises, large transport owncrsy 7nd also
omers of large farms in The state but who reside
in 30koto town, including som¢ top civil servants,
senior judges, army ~nd police officers, finally
aens the bourgeosic eon be found some of the feudal
nristocrats who ownod 1 nded properties and merchaont
Pnks . 2

These are remn ' nts of the fedurl ruling class
found in the pre-coloni~l periocd and which was
comserved in the coloni) period as partners of the

coloni~lists in the exploit-~tion and oppression of

the deminnted elasses. ‘The feudal nristocracy thus
owes its survival to state suppert, which is

re-inforced through its integrntion with the emerging
boursensie. The BPmiratc couneil, which consists of

the Sultan as president, traditionnal title holders

R - =

1« Sokoto sState m™mipgerin, Introducing Sokoto
3tite, Obadaki Tress Ltd., KadunT, ﬁﬁ?‘ﬂggﬁfr__-'

2. Sokoto State wigerin, Trade and Indust
Directory, Govermment Printer gckieto, 1980. pp.§§-18.
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and the chairmen of the local govermment council,
continues to repregent the interests of this

particular faction of the bourgecsie,

Through their alliences with top civil servants,
and managers as well as the commercial petty
bourgeosie, the traditional rulers are being protected.
The state ensures that their prestige and dignity are
upheld. The traditional institutions which entrench
the power of the feudalists are well rooted in the
history of Sokoto. In the pre-colonial snd colonial
situations, the institutions served as effective

propaganda merchinsry which articuistnd and propagate
the ideology of the ruling cloases »~f that time. Up-
ti1ll today, the Sultan and his chiefs play an importent
G

role in cnsuring the dominance of the state.

The state4 embarks on direct measures that
would ensure cnd safeguard the position of the
traditional rulers as 'fathers of the people', Thus
the feudal aristocracy in Sokoto enjoy a position
of esteem within the countext of the bourgeosie and
as members of the ruling class tec the extent that
they are referred to in ruling c¢lass circles as

'local dignitaries and also as having a unique

war

3. BSokoto State wigeria, 4 briel survey,
Ministry of Iocal Government, IRIOormatidn nLivision,
Sokoto, 1984, p.13.

4. Ibid, p. 18.
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position g traditicnal heads of the community'?
Thus the bourgeosie has allied itself with and is
infact preserving the Feudal institubions through
which it can facilitate the material and ideclogical

subjugotion of the working class.

In the process of their expansion, the
bourgeosiec btries to subordinate every other class,
Also each step in the developm=nt of the bourgeosie
corresponds to a political advance in their favour,
The bourgeosie also involves itself in the moderniza-
tion of industry and commerce, and to some extent
it attempts to mechanise agriculture, This
orientation is in accordance with the need to
reproduce and consclidate their material base and
ensure its continuocus eXpanSion. For as we are
told: |

The bourgeosie cannol exist without
constantly revolutionising the instrumerts
cf production, =md thereby relations '
of production and with them the whole
relations of society.6
The bourgeosie whether 'domestic' or 'foreign' has
the control of the instrument of production, as well
ag of political power in a bourgeois society. The

case of gokoto is not different.

S« BoXoto State Govermment, Fducation: The
Bedrock of Social Order, Kwara 3tate Prinking, and
Fublishing Co., Ilorin, 1976, p.6.

©. Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Selected
Works, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1975, D.36.
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3.7 Fublic Sector Petit Bourgeosis 2nd iddle
Clr~sses

B

In relation to Che petit bourgeosie there exist
no direct contradicticn which defines it as a class
in the scnse of a 'dinlceticul! opposition with
annsther class. Rather the petit bourgeosie is
digtinguished by the rcle it pl-ys between the
producaers of wealth ip society i.2. the working
cl s ~nd those who own or centrol the means of
production i.e. the boursreosis proper or the state
~e the representative of the hourgeosie. The public
scctor petit bourgoosie is distin~uished by the fact
that it is concentroted in the adninistrative and
mangerial services including professional cctivity.
It is constituted by middle level cadres in the state
sector, including the ~riy, police and those in
hz2nlth services like tho doctors "nd nurses,
dournclists, the toachers, including students in
secondary schools, 2nd post sccondary institutions,

ond bthe university,

These groups hove » solid foundation in both
the stete and federnl ~gencias located in the
tovm, The development of such a public sector petty
bourgeosie can be trnece:dl brek to the pre-colonial
politic~l glory of the caliph-te., Although the

tovm's sigpificance declincd in the coloninl era,
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gokoto still remained the headquarters of thz Sokoto
province; and since the creation of states, the

town had assumed greater political and administrative
responsibility. All these conditions created the
basis for the emergence of an extensive public
service, and managerial structure in the town,

which formed the basis of this section of the petty

bourreosie.,

Our catesorization of these groups as such
could be justified in the light of the poverty
of alternative concepts that could be used. The
group vie referred to is representatively similar
to a group referred to by Marx in his uncompleted

discussion of classes in England, Marx stated that:

In England, modern society is

indisputably most highly 2nd classically
developed in economic structure. Wever-
theless... the stratification of classes
does not appear in ite pure Toim,” Middle
and intermediate strataeven here
obIiterate lines of demarcation eve rywhere.
(emphasis added)

In another reference to the same group as the middle
classes, Marx was involved in a critique of Ricardo.8
He accused Ricardo of forgetting in his analysis of

the social classes, and the labour process to

7« David Mcllelan, Karl Marx Selected Writings,
Oxford University Press, LOndon, T1T977. De 0.

8. Ibid.

7
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emphesize the constant growing number of the
middlc classes. Those who stand between the work-
man on the one hand, and the capitalist and landlord

on the other,

The middle classes argued Marv, maintained
themselves to an increasing extent directly on
revenue. They are therefore a burden weighing
heavily on the working class, and they increase the
9

social sccurity of the bourgeosie. 3imilarly
Shivji in his contribution to thedecbate argued

that the petty bourgeosie in classical Marxian

literature refers to those strata which cannot
be included either in the bourgeosie or the
proletariat, They exist in the middle ranks and
the 'interstices' of the developed capitalist society.
In his arpument Shivji included among the petit
hourgeosie such groups as the:

Small property owners, shopkeepers

and small traders, lower rarnks of the

intelligensia and liberal profession
eteT U (emphasis added)y T

54 The Commercial Petty Bourgeosie

The commercial petit bourgecsie in Sokoto is

constituted by small businessmen, traders, crafts-

9. Ibid.

10. Issa Shvji, Class Struggle In Tanzania
Heinemann Educational BOoKS, TEd. ToRdoH, T976.p.21.
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men small manufacturers, and contractors; owners

of small rented property, transport business on a
lower scale, construction equipment, and the
gokoto-based small commercial famers, gome of

the farmers are middle level public servants
working in the state civil service, p&arastatals,

and other state companies. The small scale
industralists who also belong to this class are
engaged mostly in Bricks and Block-meking, furniture
production, textiles, and other crafts industries

like hair-dressing, photography, and tafidring.11

Also among members of this class we find
owners of local canteens, and shops, also the
individual men and womén engage in agency activities
by the means of certificates granted to them by
Tradev company owned by the state. 7These certificates
sanctions, and legalised their activities. - Local
purcinase by the state are chamnelled through such
agents. The businessmen equally apply for either
agency or dealership work with manufacturing and
service industry through another state organ, the

Ministry oi Trade and Industry.ﬂa

= Sr—— -

11. Sokoto Agricultural Development project,
Objectives and Geuneral Features, 1982-1986, p.7.

12, Trade and Industry Directory, Op. cit.

np . 16518,
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As in the case of the public sector petit
bourgeosie, the commercial petit bourgeosie is not
defined on the basis of an existing contradiction
with other classes. Rather it has as its origins
the intermediary role which it had consistently
played since the pre-colonial times in Sokoto. We
had observed that in the pre-colonial social
formation of Sokoto, the commercial class was
formed on the basis of the family. In that period
the entire commercial classes were represented by
merchants who engage in both local trade and
external commerce through the Trans-saharan trade
route., In the colonial situation they continued
their intermediary role between the producers of
commodities in the society and the buyers of such
goods, in this case the colonial firms., The
wealth generated through these activities was
largely shared between the group and these colonial

mercantile ji'jn:'ms.’13

The contemporary commercial petty bourgeosie
of sokoto, as well as the big traders had a strong
historical link with the development of both the

pre-colonial and colonial economic formations. The

B———— a8 e W -

Saleh Abubakar, Birnin Shehu: The city of
Sokoto, A Social And Fconomic History, Ph.D. Thesis
I‘;BQ‘U’Q Iﬁho
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merchant class of the colonial society was a
predecessor of the present commercial petty
bourgeosie 2nd the large scale owners of commercial
firms indigeneous to Sokoto. Most importantly
however we <rgue that the important basis of the
formation of these class is provided as a consequence
of Sokoto's large public service population. There
exist a lerge urban market for food, and other
consumer goods and services. The commercial petit
bourgeosic thus emerged to meet such demand from
the administrative persommel and lower ranks of the

workers.

Cur identification of the petty bourgeosie
both the public sector and commercial sector types
was informed by the logic of their role in the
political economy and most specifically by the way
they operete withjn essentially a capitalist context.
Marx had observed that within the bourgeois social
order:

in countries where modern civilization

has betome fully developed a new class
of petty bourgeoisie has been formed,

fluctupting between proletariat and
bourgéosie and ever renewing itsell as
4 supplefientary part of 'Et;,‘e_'e '5' OUrgeois
sociely. (emphasis mine)

14, Marx and Engels, Op. cit. DP.55.

-
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rarx further pointed out that the individual members
of this class are being constantly drawn into the
proletariat by the action of competition and as the
bourgeois society developed they see the possibility
of their complete disappearance as an independent
gection of modern society. In view of this, we

have to admit that the petty bourgeosie in Sokoto

is quite extensive in terms of scope. They
constitutec a class which in terms of size is

surpassed only by the peasantry.

In relation to the fluctuating orientation of
this class as postulated by Marx we observed that
its manifestation relative to Sokoto's situation
came about in the mamner through which a section
of this petty bourgeosie is pre-occupied with
career activities. This section is strongly
oriented to the bourgeosie, and is operating state
structures on behalf of the same bourgeois class.
Even nore it seeks to maintain the status quo,
Another section of the petit bourgeosie is however
radical. This section especially the intelligensia
is oriented towards critical appraisal of the
existing social structure, and it seeks to radicallw
transform the society - this section most often

identify with the working class,



105

365 The Working Glass

The industrial working class of Zokoto is
marginal because of the size of the manufacturing
sector proper. The wage earners are primarily
found in the public sector. 1In addition to the
top and middle cadres which can be identified with
the bourgeosie and petit bourgeosie there is a
much broder stratum of Junior staff, messengers,
drivers, gardners, mechanics, and guards who belong
to the working class. Police and soldiers, and
domegtic servants. The commercial sector including
the large number of swall establishments employ
wage labour on bhoth temporary and permanent basis.
There i3 a2 vast pool of casual labour which is
drawn upon for loading, off-loading and the carting
of woods. Commercial farmers in the vicinity of
the ¢ity also recrult temporary farm labourers from
this pool. The construction industry, however, is
the larprest employer of such temporary lavour. The
workers found in the small number of large manu-
facturing industries constitute the core cof the

proletariat in the c¢lassical maxian sense,

3.6 Urban Fringe, Small Peasants and Parm
Labourers

———— g - e st il

The existence of the peasantry in an urban
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setting like that of gokoto can only be understood
if we locate the urban economy 2s it is integrated
into the surrounding rural economy. The peasant
class is derived from the activity of those people
who produce food and cash crops in the agricultural
gector. Anriculture as part of gZokoto's urban
economy is also evidenced by the state, and private
capitsil involvement in agricultural production. A4S
we have scen earlier there exist a substantial
nunber of 'absentee' farmers in Sokoto, those who
co-opt the peasantry into their farms, and in the
process made them work as labourers who are paid

on 'casyal labour' basis. The exploitation of wage
labnur in agriculture by state and private lamd
owners hased in the city 1s increasing especially
with the emergence of Sokoto pgricultural Development
authority, (SADP) and the Sokoto Rima RBasin

Developmeént iuthority (SRBDA).

The increaging role of both statc and private

capital investment 1in agriculture suggests the

emergence of an urban based agrarian bourgeosie and

an agrarian proletariat, which would be conotituted

by those farm labourers employed by either the
state or individual agriculbural businesses. This
process is cvidenced by the nature of state involve-

ment -~ which create loans schemes presumably for
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farmers although the urban-based farmers are
particularly well placed in getting access to the

loans.

A section of the peasantry are simultaneously
integrated with the working class, Since the
small peasant has a 'small material base' which is
subordinated to processes of large scale industrial
and agricultural production; - their efforts in
production is ultimately oriented to serve a
bourgecis socio-economic system which has as a
prerogative for the bourgeonsie the power to organise
production on a large scale., The bourgeosie are
stronger competitors and they are more specialised
in the organisation of production than the small

peasants,

Accordingly, there emerges in 3ckoto among the
peasantry and farm labourers 2 gradual process of
‘proletarianisation' which occur in the context of
capitalist transformation of agriculture in parti-
culay, and the capitalist orientation of the
political economy in general, This processes are
more speciiic in relation to the capitalist
transformation of Sokoto's urban economy, and its

linkages with agriculturally dominant urban fringes.
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57 The Tumpen Proletariat

A

GRS

wWe uéévfhe'term:?lﬁéﬁeﬁ—pfoiétariatr bo desgignate
certain stratum at the bottom of the urban goclety.
This include.cart—pushers,-wafer carriers, loaders
and uff-loaders of vehicles, touts, petty-traders,
beggars and destitutes. Phis residual class of
-“'1umpen—proletariat' is not actually a categeory
‘which has no basis for its existence. A large
majority of them (except the disabled and beggars)
perform vital economic functions within the context
and contradictions of capitalist development, For
example, the cart-pushers revolve around the
activity of the transport sector, The water carriers
are connected with building and construction activities
where their services are required emnmass., They also
provide domestic services independent of the
identified Jjob of water carrying. For example they
are cngaged for menial jobs ol washing and cleaning
in domestic house holds where permanent domestic

servants cannolt be employed.

Also the loaders and off-loaders of vehicles
and touts are objectively linked to the transport
and haulage activity either in the motor parks,
market, or at large distribution and whole sale
firms. The petty-traders could be identified with

the lowest level of the trading activity which
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is only an aspect of the general commercial activity.
The commodities distributed whether locally produced
or imported go through an extensive chain of
distribution points from the large whole sale
distribution firms to large scale distributors

like the super markets, to small scale distributors
like shops, and to retail traders on the streets
down below to the petty-traders who carry the items

for sale along with them.

The beggzars and destitutes constitute the
lowest of the low, and their misery is evident by
the fact that they do not have any objective
material base for survival except by charity. They
are the most clear victims of ar inhuman class

society.

5.8 Classes in Sokoto: Concluding Observations

The deduction of classes in contemporary
Sokoto was made on the basis of the nature of thc
political economy. The class structure as we have
presented it constitutes an abstract formulation
and the actual nature of the class structure is
more complex than the initial deductions. The
bourgeosie as we deducted it include many groups

which would presumably be identified in a different
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context as constituting a class as different to

the bourgeosie. The inclusion of top civil servants,
senior judges and senior army and police officers

and alsc the feudal aristocracy - could be seen

ag problematic because from the classical perspective
they do not own capital as the means of production,

and thus they could not constitute a bourgeosie.

But within the capitalist conftext of the
political economy, and given the fact that the
same group of people pley multiple roles in that
systemn we could realistically identify the key role
they play in the control of the means of production,
and the organisation of produetion in order %o
arrive at Their class. Most of the large land and
farm owners operate thelr farms on an intensive
capital basis. They also use extensively labour
power which i paid for. Also many of them are
actuaolly civil servants, and sepior police and army

officers,

Similarly, the feudal aristocracy had a
strony control on land in the area, and they
equally have o strong influence on how land and
other landed property is allocated, gome of them
are actually owners of large manulacturing firms,

and others owners of transport, building, and



111

construction companies, and yet others owned
merchan® banks, and have shares in commercial

1 The most basic orientation of both the

Ranking.
senior civil servants and the feudal aristocracy

is that they operate from a capitalist base,
whether it is the operations of capital in manufac-

ture commerce or .agriculture,

The role of the state is another factor
which pushes the bourgeosie forward. The state
direct consciously its spending towards areas of
interest ol the bourgeosie. The small scale
agricultural, and industrial loans given out by
the state between 1972 to 197912 for example goes
to those already established companies belonging
to the bourgeosie. The less powerful or less
established companies only got 'a small share of
the total loan given out'., This suzgests that
the state is actively involve in the process of
expanding the bourgeois class. Indirectly this
same state action create the conditions which
would further intensify the exploitetion of the
working class, and the peasantry.

B e

11. Trade and Industry pirectory, Op. Cit.
12. TIntrecducing sSokoto State, Op. cit.
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Our distinction of the petit Bgurgeosie as'é
class on the one hand and its categorisation into
the public sector and commercial petit bourgéosie
on the other, are both informed and based on the

intermediary role these classes play between the

working class below and the bourgeosie at the top.
They are further distinguished as a2 class in the
sense that some of them like the commercial petit-
bourgeosie actuwally have control of a ( minimal
type) on the means of production inform of small
capital, and commercial filnance. The public-sector
petit bourgecsie, though it does nct control any
substantial means of production, - it exercises
control and direct the operations of that portion
of wealth in soclety under the state. ‘fhey do this

on behalf of the bourgeosie,

Anothef complexity éssociated with our 'abstrac-
tion' of social classes in Sokoto is connected with
the overlapoing aspect of the roles which social
groups perform in the political economy. For
example a member of the public sector petit bourgeosina
could also be the owner of a small scale comﬁercial
business somewhere else or in Sokoto itself, Also
members of the commercial pebtit bourgeosgie would
have som¢ members of their families engaged in petty

trading as a supplementary means of income that does
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not make them members of the 'lumpen-proletariat’'.

Similarly, students in secondary and post
secondary schools whom we categorise under the
public sector petty-bourgeosie do not control any
direct means of production. But rather they
participate or more approprietely they enjoy the
benefits of the wealth which had been cornered Dby
the state through the financing of their education
which is undertaken by the state. Their share of
the 'wealth' produced in society is certainly
higher than that of the destitutes, and beggars,
who do not seem to be even acknowledged in the
distribution of such wealth. Objectively therefore
students are better off than destitutes and they
could not b2 called members of the working class
or pcasapts since they are not engaged in material
production. But they can be closely associated

with the public sector petty bourgeosie,

Alono, the same line of argument we could say
that the swall traders, craftsmen, end small
manufacturers could only be logically categorised
under the commercial petty bourgeosie, since they
do not own capital at the same large scele Y}ike fhe
big farmers, manufacturers on a lorge scale, and
big owners of rented property, trading companies,

and construction firms - those who fall within the
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category of the bourgeoisie proper. The gokoto
based small commercial farmers are certainly not
the same as the large land and farm owmers evén
though they could be said to be along the same

continuum of class structure,

The sszme observation could be made in relaticn
to the worliing class as regards the complexity of
the nature of class contradictions which brought
them into being. We have alreadv observed that the
tproletariat! proper is only an aspect of the
working class, and not separate from it. It could
be observed that most of the labour of those working
ag wage earners in the state and private firms,
these junior werkers in commerce, constructlion and
manufacturing, and also the watchmen, and transport
workers - 1s certainly paid for; the domestic
servants may not necessarily be paid. They may
receive some form of remuneration in kind, and ‘n

gome cases none at all.

In the case of the lumpen-proletariat we had
argued thut whereas some of them like the water-
carriers, loaders and off-loaders of vehicles, and
petty~traders may have an objective material basis
for their survival - others like the beggars and |
destitutes are so 'marginal! to the society that

they do not have any objective means of survival., Mn
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the whole it should be argued that the nature of
eclass contrudictions within the capitalist mode of
production in Sokoto does not appear to bhe clearly
manifested in the 'abstraction' of social classes;
but that when viewed along a conbtinuum we can
perceive thet there exist a bourgeosie at the top
of the class structure, then the middle classes of
the public-sector and commercial petty bourgeosie,
each of which has lower levels of gradings, to the
working class, then the peasants and farm labourers
at the urban fringes, and down to the lumpen-—

proleftariatr.

The élasé structure therefore does not emerge
simply by looking at socieby superfically but
rather using an analzzigﬁi perspective would allow
us perceive how the society is structured along
classlines. Our 'abstract! deductive methodology
thus made it possible to establish = class structure
within the Sokoto context. Bubt this abstract form
assume a specific dimension and gmesser clarity
when a Turther exposition ol the nature of ¢lass
contradictions is made. 7The 'abstract' thus appear
in the concrete which involve the categorisation of
social classes in Sokoto along a continuum, and

according to the levels of complexity.



Chapter 4

o i s e

CLASS ORGANISATIONS

4.1 Introduction: The Tevel of Qrganisation of

Different (lasges

The problematic of class comnsciousness which
our study had to resolve in relation to Sckoto town
could logically be leocated in the manner through
which classes articulate thelir interests, and form
structures that fight for those interests. From
the position of a Marxist anelytical perspective
‘consciousness' i8 a non-material phenomena and
to locate such in the context of physical reality
could be termed an unscientific and mebtaphysical
exercise, The closest one can asgociate conscinus-
ness with 2 concrete situation is through the

actlion each class engages in,

In the previcus chapter we have seen how the
various classes can be identified at the level of
the economic structure of society. How do we
establish the political dimension of a counstituted
clasg? OQur answer is that it can e done by
studying the class action as manifested in the
institutions and organisations set-up to act on
behalf of a c¢lass. These structures which facili-

tate class action should, in our view, be made
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central to the understanding of c¢lass consciousness.
An analysis of the structures wounld bring out the
contradictions between classes which arise as
c¢lasses realize that thelr survival depends on

conscious action through organised structures.

t this Juncture we shall start by pointing
out that for the majority of those who constitute
the peasantry, and the 'lumpen proletariat'! fthere
are no clazg organisation in Sokoto thal represent
them. The bourgeosie however is an organised class
with structures that articulate and formulate its
interests both at the economic and political levels.
The worlking classes and the public service and
commercial petit bourgeosie are alse corganised. On
the whole bthe structures which we found relevant
for the study consisted of trade unions, professional
associations, and business organisations. We have
identified lwenty-one trade unions that operste
within Sokoto, and the state at large. They can
be subdivided into unions that show some tendemcy
of opposition towards the state, and other
organisatione of the bourgeosie. There are those
that avre pore inclined to the'welfare! of their
members without manifesting a tendency towards

conflict with other groups.
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We have alsp identified professional bodies
that are objectively linked with the industrial
establishments within which they are set-up or
the professional field they represent. sSuch
professicnal associations have an orientation
towards identification with the establishment or
the bourgeois ruling class., Organisations of the
commercial petit bourgeosie were¢ very numerous
and discussion of them would be given within the
general context in relations to craft guilds and

similar associations.

4.2 Organisations of thQH?EEEiHQ.QEEEE

The working class of Sokoto is primarily
represented through organisations under the
umbrella of the Nigerian labour congress, (NIC).
The state branch of the WIC has its headquarters
in SoXoto town; and it eame into being as a result
of a Nation2l directive issued out by the central
labour congress with headquarters in Lagos. The
state council of the WIC is thus of necessity an

off-shoot of the Mational central ‘ood.y..'1

The state congress is made up of twenty unions

1. Xigerian Labour Congress (NLC), Secretariat,
SEégan Abubakar Road gokoto, Interview, September,
1 .
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representiﬁg various groups within the state. The
trade unions 2aim at articulatinsg, and projecting
workers interesgsts either individually when it
concerned a worker or collectively when it concerns
all workers, The trade unions concern themselves
with protecting the rights, and priveleges of their
members. Generally the NWLC as the mother organ
secks to promote the common interest of labour. Tn
trying to achieve workers objectives the congress
supports the activities of the individual industrial
unions. Since all these units are affiliated to

the congress it becomes also the responsibility of
the ¥IC to ensure that individual unions participate
in the activities of the state WIC or national body.
This is not always the case as the NLC is split

between unions belonging to different camps,

The NIC finds itself in opposition %o and it
strusgles with other forces in the society. This
hag to do firstly with the attitude of the state
towards workers organisation. The state is accused
by the ¢ of not encouraging trade union activities.
The VL. further accused the state of not conceding
to workers demands. Furthermore, spokesmen of the
Sokoto cohgréss perceived other groups as the |
industrialists, middlemen, and other non-workers

pressure groups as always attempting to influence
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governuent policles and decisions in their ownm

interest as opposed to the interest of the workers.

guriently, NIC opposition has much to do with
“the negative consequences of the recent drastic fall
in the standard of living of workers in Sokoto.
Aqﬁgrding to the NILC, the general sociel situation
iéﬁzét conducive to workers interests. The access
to food, clothing, housing and transport has
seriously deteriorated. The NIC has sought alter~
native ways to improve the quality of life for the
worker, including the setting-up of cooperative
ventures by workers which would reduce the dependence
of working people on the state and the private sector

of the economy.2

The ¢ perceives that through cooperatives,
workers could influence market prices of commodities,
and reduce the exesses of commercial profiteering.
However in all most all cases according to the NIC,
the industrial and commercial classes oppose workers!
initiative, The comgress claims that the businessmen
of Sckoto hoard commodities, and also form agencies
that sell commodities that are very scarce in the

black market., They create artificial scarcity so

2. WNigerisn yabour Congress, Alternative:
Towards National Recovery. NIC, pubiication by
comrade ALl Chiroma and Aliyu Dangiwa, pp.i11-12.
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that they can get more profit out of the products

they sell.,

The husinessmen ensure thot the fixing of
prices of commodities in the market is organised
80 that 2 vniform price is maintained. The workers
who purchase the goods have no alternative but to
pay the price, The WIC further claims that the
bourgeosie and the commercial petit bourgeosie
influences the state through organised pressure in
form of 'fronts' that ensure the failure of whatever
workers' initiative are taken to change the negative

situation.

Cur sources suggest that the main area of
conflict was in the relationship between the WIC
and the state. According to NLC, during the 'second
Reépublic' between 1979 to 1984, the rovernment
attempted to decentralize the labour union so as
to facilitate the exploitation of the workers. The
state then assumed an insincere posture, and it
closed-up all avenues for discussion. The military
since taking over seem to have aggravate the situa-
tion. fTheir position in relation to workers
aspirations has been to act at their own descretion

without consultation with workers organisations.

According to the WIC the state is trying
to split the ranks of the workers, It attempts to
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do this by means of exploiting the ignorance of the
rank and file of the workers. 1/e do not have any
firm evidence of such manipulations by the state,

but as regards the divisions they manifest themselves
objectively in the internmal politics of the trade
unions. For example at the NLC trinnial delegates
conference in Sokoto, two powerful risht wing

factions fought it out.

Our sources indicated that, the construction
workers union, the civil service technical union,
Bank employees, non-academic staff union, and
Radio and Theatre workers union contested for all
the seven vacant posts as a group, and opposed to
them were others constituted by the civil service
union, local government employs ®8y nurses, textile
workers, teachers union and thc union of typists.
The faction led by the civil service union won all

3

the vrent seats.

A similar situation relative to internal
political differences was presented in the case of
the Academic staff union of Wigerian Universities,
(ASUU). The Sokoto secretariat of the ASUU admits
that the union is in a sense divided according to
'ideologmical!' leanings of those in leadershipe.
Thus there exist the tendency for taking positions

_ 3. Thc Sokoto socdialist league, ng gggressed
Woke Up, Puvhlished at the University ol Bokoto, Veol.
-57-1‘?00 5, 1%53 p.gﬁ-
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on issues ecven before they come up for discussion,
and decisions are taken through the means of 'caucus!

formation.4

The: Nigerian civil service technical workers
union provides us with another illustration of how
the conflict between workers and.empioyers is
perceived by tnion leaders. The union was set up
to provide a forum through which workers can fight
for their rights in relation to cmployers. The
union facilitates relationship between members and
the employers in the sense that it negotiates on
behalf of the workers in order to obtain maximum
wage, promotions and suitablc conditions of service,
The union assgumcs that workers have to 'fight' before
coployers and the state make any cbnccssions to
them. Further the union perceives those who favour

and support workers struggle as progressive elements

in the sociuty.5

In their struggle workers have to consider the
peculiarities of the socicty they live in. Sokoto
being an area thzt has a varicty of cultural and

religious norms, the labour unions conduct their

4. Academic staff Union of Universities, (ASUT),
Sueretariat, miversity of Sckoto, interview, Sept.
:T%-‘- T .

5 The Migerian ¢ivil Service Technical
workers Union, Ahmadu Bello '/ay, Sokoto. Secretariat,
interview, September, 1985,
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activitics through a delegates conference which
consider inputs from the local coodinating committees,
The broanch executive committee of The union perform
the function of regulating the 'dynamics* of labour
relations by means of enlightenment, and the

standardization of prioritics areas.6

On the whole the union contends that there
exists an opposition against workers interests,
deriving from the capitalist socio—-economic set-up,
The union claim that the soclo-cconomic arrangement
militatcs ageinst the development of working class
gconsciousness, Also the struggle by workers for
change is normally faced by other opposing interests
whose main concarn is the maximzzation of profit at
all costs and particularly at the expense of the

7

- well being of the workers,

In relation to the unsuitable conditions of
society to workers, the union spokesman daimed that
the dominant class intercsts prevent any change in
favour of the working class. The dominant classes
obstruct improvements in the conditions of the
working class. Spokesmen of the NMigerian Medical .

and Health Workers Union shore this view. The union

6. Tbid.

L kit

¥ 7. Ibid.
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contend that working class organisations exist as
a condition for the survival of the workers and
also tho nced to struggle in the face of opposition
by othir interests. The union claimed that there
exist dominnt interests of cmploycrs who scek to
prosper on the back of the working class, The
union added that central to its activities is the
attempt to cstablish and maiptain higher standard
of workmanship to establish higher skill, and

improve on professional practicc,

In this regard, the¢ union hns to contend with
the poor condition of health serviees in both
private, and the public sector of thc¢ cconomy. 1In
similarity with a sister orgonisation, the wWigerian
Association of Wurses and Mid-wives, the Health
Workors Union has to strugglc against a situation
where conditions of servicc nre backward, transport
and hcalth services inadequatce The union observed
furthcer thot it struggles in a progressive manner
to ensurc that its members ochieve a hizh standard
of service in health institutions, At the moment,
however, the conditions of public clinies in Sokoto

madec them opcrate as consulting units only. Medicine

8. The Nigerian Medical And Health Workers
Union, Sccrctariat Sultan Abubakar Road Sokoto,
intervicw, Scptember, 1985,
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can only bc obtained at private clinics or medicine
stores, lMost of those who go to public clinics
can not afford to pay thc priccs of medicines

prescribed for them.

According to our source, since the Health
Workers Union sees itself as being representative
of elass interests its main arcas of struggle has
been to establish a better h-alth service for the
working clasg through the pressure whieh the union
applics on both the public and private hcalth
institutions, In the attempt to do this, the
union faces antagonism from thc state, and other
employers in the private scctor. The cmployers

consider the activities of the union as 'subversive!',

Another illustration of thc naturc of clas
conflicts in Sokoto can be¢ established by looking
at the Nigerian union of Teachcrs (NUT). 1In its
struggles with the establishmcent the union has
stood for the right of everybody to get education.
The union argues that the 'elitc!' in the society
uses the condition of ignorance among the people
to perpetucte their dominapce, The NUT perceives

this discriminatory attitudc of thc elite as
toppression in the mode of ignorance'. The hegemony
of the oppressors, according to the union is main-

taincd through the samé process, and an attempt to
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prevent changes is also entrenched. It is against
this background that the T contend that education
is not 2 privelege but a right, and therefore the
union fight and seek in ‘many ways for the democra-

9

tization, and universalization of ecducation.

The YUT maintain that it has to operate in
opposition to these dominant class intcerests which
scck to cstoblish ignorance @o ns to '‘cheat' peoplc
of thcir rights. The NUT perceives the oppression

V//ﬁgg domination flourishes under conditions of

}ggoggﬂce, therefore it trics to prevent this by
ensuring that teachers up date thcemsclves in the
process of knowledge and kcep up to ‘professionalism®,
The union contends that in its attempt to safe-

guard the interest of members, cstablish an

cooporatc body and develop profession2l skills it

has met with all kinds of opposition. This

opposition takes the form of 2 buresucratic and
political conspiracy by the 'clites' whose main

goel is to put constraint on the activities of the

union.10

At a more specific level and in connection with
the issue of operating 'private schools', the NUT

clearly perccives private proprietors legally

9, Seminar On Trade Union Education Crganised

by thc Nigcerian Union of Teachors, SOKOTO WiLg,

Scptomber, 1085. Address by the president of the wiT.
10. Ibid.
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known as t'voluntary ag?ﬁcias' ns beingLéither
private individuals or local communities, As
at the momont the local communities are.not |
involved in the. campaign for the :GPQSSCSSiQnIOf

~schools, bicause their aim in striving to establich

" schools is to bring them te 2 high stomdard tha*

_government would take over. In relation to
TR I :

private individuals there existva &r;uﬁ $f h
proprictors who seek to establish schools solely
to exploit Nigerian's unquanchable guest for
education. Thus, accordins/, to the ™UD this grOup.
profit emenscly from such operations within the
shortest possible time, Such individuals wanf
privatc schools reintroduced so that they canm
continuq their erstwhile profitable business with

b

government bocking,

AR

According to our source, this is what has.
nébeasitatod the WUT to fight against privatisa-
tion of cducation and the exploitation of peoples!
ignorance by the ruling classces. The union also
consider itself n profGSSionﬂl organisation with
responsibility.to ensurc good cducation, whether

froe or qualitative for 211 pigerians.

11, Thc Nigerian school magter, Journal of
the Wigerian Unlon of Teachers, Wo. 1Y, Jaauary.
1930, Pere
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From Ghc analysis of positions token by the
unions so far, we can sce that they take a
stronz int.rest in other issucs thnt conceérn
nembcrs of the society, even if such issucs are
not central to their objeetives ns trnde unions
in 2 n~rrow sense, For example, the R~dio,
Television cnd Theatre YWorkers mion in Sokoto
strongly objcet to a situation where nccording to
our source, over 80% of thosc who handle the
cconomy ~r< rcpresentative of thc bourgecosie, and

therc 2rc no workers represcntatives amongs thﬁm.12

The union contends that the issue of réetrench-
ment is not justifiable, and that the distribution

of food is also unequal ond discriminatory to

workers. Further more the cntire socio-cconomie
set_up (bourgcois society) has cstablished structures
that m-ke the rich, richer ~nd the poor all the more
poor. Th¢ union particularly singles out the role
of the commcreinl clasgses and 'middlemcn' as anti-
working cl~ss. It further claim that the dis-
tribution mcchanism is binscd in favour of privi-
leged classes, 2nd that the commercial and bourgeois
classcs swing the state in their favour.13

T2. Radio, Television ~nd Thuntre Workers

Union, Scerctariat, NTA Studics Runjin Sambo
sokoto, inturview, Septembor, 1985,

13. Ibid.
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In our survey we also camé across other
werking class organisations which did not show any
form of opposition or confrontation with other
groups. They do not see any other group interest
as being against their own and they emphasize in
their activities the 'welfare' of their members. One
of such organisations is the Road Transport Work2ars
union. Although it was set up to protect the
interest of the transport vehicle drivers against
unjust action by either vehicle owners or the
state -~ in actual fact the union equally protact
commercial vehicle owners against any form of
'recklessness' by drivers. The union use to follow
up the case of accidents which result into court
cases, and they pay fines on behalf of their members.
They however do not get involved in cases of jail
sentence or criminal charges. Thus in their activi-
ties they do not come into confrontation with the

government or owners of vehicles,

Lo they

According to a spekesman of the union,
reconcile at times the interest of owvmers of

vehicles and those of the drivers. In other

14, The National Union of Road Transport
workers, <ecretariat, phmadu Bello Way, Sokoto,
interview, B&ptémber, 19€5.
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situations the union even calls to order some of
its members whom it sees as dealing unjustly with
vehicle owners, In this regard it takes the
attitude of cooperation and compromise with owners
rather than confrontation. The union therefore
considered itself a part of the transport industry
and what. it does is to facilitate the operations
of the transport business. Also in its relations
with the state, it sees government as a structure
which contain all shades of opinion and the state
is not seen from a perspective of 'class bias’.
Our observation is that the union accept the

tstatus quo' and it does not seek to change it.15

4.5 Professional Associations

There exist in Sokoto class organisations which
are not trade unions as such, but pretect the
interests of the professionals within a particular
field. Such professional associations see their
role as that of facilitating the operations of their
area of specialization in close coopeération with

industry or the relevant section of the public

15. National Union of Transport Workers,

Rules and We%%lations: Preamble, Ben Olu Cashman and
O, S D, SOS' p'ib.
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sector. Among such associations in sokoto is the
Nigerian Bar Association, 2 professional body
constituted by lawyers., The Nigerian Rar pssocia-
tion claims that it is invelved in protecting the
dignity of the legal pfofeSSion, and alse it helps
to maintain a high standard of ethics in the

profession.

The relationship of the associstion with govern-
ment and other state institutions is cordial.
According to our source, the associ tion enjoys
government support and encouragement. Donations
to the Association from the government are normally
received. © In situations that require criticism
of the state, the Associntion claims that it deces
not hesitate to put its views across to the
government, for example when people arc detained
without trial, and when government trics to inter-
fare with the independence of the judiciary. On
such occasions the Association takes a position of
opposition, and seecks to ensure thot Justice is

done.

Thz membership of thée Association is exclusively

for lawycers., In order to be allowed to practice, a

16. Nigerian Bar Association, Sokoto Branch,
Secretarint, Law Reform Commission, Sckoto, inter-
view, oscptember, 1985,
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lawyer has to be registered with the Bar. This
ensures we believe the integration of the
individuzl members with thce aspirations and practice

of the profession.

As n professional 4ssociation, the wNigerian
Bar Lssociation takes an intermediary position
within the elass structure of sSokoto. Its primary
role is to protect the interest of the propertied
classes nnd regulating divisions among them it
may thus bc seen as a petit bourgeois class
organisation tieuzh leaning heavily towards the
side of the bourgeosie., Certain mcmbers of the
Nigerian Bar fAssociation are more fully integrated
with the bourgeosie than othcrs, cither as
retaincrs for state and private companies or as the
owncrs of companies in thoir own right., At that
end, lawyers can be seen as an integral part of the

ruling claoss.

Folling within the same category =2s the
Migerian Bar Lssocintion arc other professional
organisations, i.e. the Nigerian society of
Enginecrs. Here nearly all members of the society
arc associated with the construction industry. The
main function of members of the socicty is in

planning, design, research and extension of
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17
structures in the construction industry. The

society constitutes a class crganisation that has
close afinity with the industrial sector in which

it operates. Its members do not see themselves

as being in oppoesition with other class organisations.
The main goal of the society is to promote unity
ameng Engineers, and help towards the training of

the younger generation of Engineers.

Being a registered member of the society is
important because advancement in the industry
depends very much on the professional qualification
acknowledged by the society. No engineer can be
promoted above the sgalary grade level 10 in the
public secltor if he is not a registered member of
COREN. The scociety is also concerned with the
code of conduct of its members. By organising
its members into a society based on professional
ethics, and by relating harmoniously with the
owners of construetion industry - the engineering
socinty constitutes a class organigation that
exist in a situation of co-existance (peaceful)
rather than oppoesition, and confliet with the

dominant bourgeois classes.

17. The NMigerian society of Engineers, Imterview,
with protem chairman, Sokoto Branch, September,

1985. '
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As in the case of the Bar Association, the
society of Engineers is a petit bourgeols organi-
sation closely integrated with the operations of
the ruling class. Its members may have leading
managerial functions in the construction industry
as well as representing the interest of the
builders public or private, vis-a-vis the bullding
conéfactors. Some of its members perform similar
combined technical and manegerial functions in the
pu%%ic service sector, ineluding water works and
electricity production and destribution., Some will
be found in the small manufacturing sector of the

town particularly in the coment works.

The Nigerian Institute of Architeetec also acts
in close assodiation with the industry. In Sokoto
the chapfer of the institute discuss architectural,
and other matters of common interest. It promotes
the objectives of the national body and acts as its
local representatives, One of its activities is
to ensure the integration of new graduates of
architececturce into the profession by arranging for
their practical experience. The institute in this
sense is part of the industry. The claim of the
Institute is that Architecture students learn only

theory while in school, therefore to avoid the
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production of half baked students the Institute
participates in their industrial attachment

programmes.18

The Institute thus facilitates access to the
industry by members before they have jein the
activity in full. Sinece the socicty is involved
in the training programme it can mould students in
the right shape as requested by the industry. In
the industry itsgelf, there exist interrelationships
between the agrchitects, quantity surveyors, civil/
structural Engineers and Building Engineers. Each
of these belong To their own Institutes or soclebics
with a define ethic or code of conduct., The Job
of cach group is categorised by his own soclety.
The interests of those employed in the industry
are gaurded by their respective Institutes or
societies. The scope and nature of remuneration
for professional services are outlined by these
bodies. The professionals must be registered

~ before they obtaln any recognition.19

In the case of the architects, there is ap
antomatic registratien as & member of the Tnstituyte
of Architcets immediately after obtaining =m M.S%¢.

degree. Full mempership however requires that ap

18, The Vigerian Tnstitute ef Architects,
Sokoto chapter, Secretariat Housing Corporatien,
Aliyu Jodi oad, Sokoto, Interview, September, 1985.

19.3Ibid.
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archit et hos two years workins. ypoiricnce under a
scnior ¢ e'merienced architiet. Such @ stuient
shoul? 130 have passed the Tnstitutes' qu2lifyines
examin ion. An architect cap only bec » senior
portncr in 2ither the privat: or public suctor

after Wo h 2 obtained full » mbershin of the institutc.
rurcheraore no architect o>n “r bayvond salapy grade
level 12 in the public scrvice e:xcept i” he is a

reoigtoere’ member of th: institute.qo

Therce c¢wists still a hi-h:r level of integration
of :rchitioets with the industry. A full membership
of the M. crion Institute of Architocts, qualifies
on: for full registration with the Architects
repintg vion council of Niseria (ARCOW). After such
2 reristr tion a member oblain ° 'stomp' ond that
rives hinm  risht to practice indinendontly. The
privotn acctor of the industry offers very lucra-
tive conditions. There is thus an incroasing
movern ™t o members out of the public into the
private scctor., At that level, ii can casily be
scen th.t LN distinction bhetw en ptit boursgeosic
an'l hour cogic becomes blurrad as individual pripate
aprchitects set up their ovm couponian with extensive
businzasn onoritions of tacir own.

Bm T s m A o E B S e eE E—

0. Thid.
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Let us finally examine, the Institute of
Bankers, @nother professiondal #ssoci - tion that is
petit bourreois in character but simultaneously
closely linked to the operation of industry,
conmerce one¢ other businesses -- set up to enhance
the wor): of barnkers, make them cfficient, and
ensure thaet they respond to the requirements of

the Bmking ';:»x’c;\fesre:j.cm.2'1

T™e Sokoto chapter of the Institute was
formed in reaction to the national requirement of
haviny: branches in all parts of the country where
Banking, services are carried out, The headquarters
in I.nros wroduces code of conduct guidelines for
all the state branches and local chapters. The
Institule seeks to enhance the perlformance of staff
in Banking. It provides a forum for interaction,
through seminars, conferences and lectures, The
Institute also requires that intercsted members
shot1” endavour to pass the professional examination
which is « condition for advancement in the industry.
The Institvte is supposed to create conditions
favoursble for the protection of nrofessional ethics,

and the nreotection of membors interests.

21. The Wigerian Institute of Bankers, Sokoto
chapter, central Bank Gusau Ro:d, 3okoto, Interview,
september, 1985. S
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Accordine to our sources, since the top ranking
officers in the Banking Industry are also members
of the Institute - there exist no confrontation with
emnloyers, only that the Tnstitute makes suggestions
for improving wages and conditions of service wheéen
ever nccessary.22 Through collective teargeining
members of the Institute could influence the state
and private owners of Banks to make concession to
vworkers, The RBanks management also encourages staff
to join the Institute and register for the pro=
fessional qualifying examination. A successful
candidate of such examination is normally entitled
to avtomitic advancement or promotion. Also the
manasement do refund all expenses that members
encui'e in the process of such exams, Furthermore,
the top managerial posts in the Banking industry
are reserved for those who have passed such
professional courses like the Associate member-

ship of the Institute of Bankers (AIB).23

Banks consider the Institute as a 'partner!
and not a challenger. As of the moment, the Banks
are in cooperation with the Institute in building
a permanent secretariat complex. 1In conclussion
therefore we can see that the Wigerian Institute

of Bankers, like the organisation of the Architects,

22, 1bid
“3. 7Ibid.
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and the #“ngineers, are working in close cooperation
with the industry and that they function as
agencies for the development of the dominant class
interests in the society i.e. the bourgeosie in

the private or in the public sector.

4.4  Organisations of the Coumerecial Petit

Bourgeosie

— e =

The contention of this study is that given
the objretive conditions within which most small
businesses operate, and the fact that these are
highly competitive, the level of class organization
can be expected to be low. MNarket women, distri-
butors and other traders may have little reason
to orcanise in defence of common interests,
except in cases where they ''ant to break a
monopoly. The competitive naotwre af the activity
they encage in is the element which precludes
the forrnation of such organisations. This not-
withstapnding, we find in this context of Sokoto,
informal arrangements of the market traders
orzonisations like the Butchers, those who sell
clothing merchandize, sellers of food commodities,
sellers of Tlectronic equipment, and the sellers
of secondhand waterial. The actual moal of such
temporary and informal organisations is to

ensure that prices of items that they sell remain
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uniforn and that nobody will undermine the market

for others by selling below the arreed price.

The market traders orsanisation constitute
tfronts' net up to fight for the interests of the
commercial petit bourgeosie whenever they feel
threatened by either the state or certain changes
in the distributorship trode, or when they want
to nrojiet an opinion which could only be
strernpthened when they ormganise. 4nother aspect
o” the cluss organisation o’ Uhe commercial petit
bowrgrosic is constituted by craft guilds and the
csgo.iztions of small contractors. The crelft
guilds cowe¢ in the form of rroupings of businesses
of the sane pattern either in a specific area of
the marl:et or the specific location in the
metropolis, Tn Sokoto we Tind crafts puilds
formed Ly those who enge-g in leabher shoe
malking, Dyeing of clothes o Ew:i.l, Hottery, and

tannin: of leather.

they orzanised to fight for snecific interests
like Ghe reduction of licence fees by the state,
or uhe Gaxes paid for conducting their businesses,
and. in sowmc cases they pressurise the state to
make conczssions in either choncing the location

of their Hurinesses where the eavironment is
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unfavourable or expanding the area of land they

occupy for their crafts.

In Sokoto, also the sm2ll contractors as
onnosed to those in the bourpeois class;
organised in an informal and tempornry basis to
fight for collective interests at specific
moments. Jince there exist an individualistic,
and conpetitive trends in the contract business,
the contractors only form 'fronts' to ficht for
things like the payment of contract fees, and
reduction in the prices of building materizls or
in other issues like the increase on the break
down of contract costs, and mobilization fees.
Even vihere Lhese situations brins in an organised
behaviour on the part of the small contractors,
vhen thoir objectives had been reached they
breal un and go back to their competitive and

individualistic pattern of business,

The commercial petit bourgeosie could however
be orsanised on a permanent basis where such
orcanisution seem necessary for the operatiorsof
their businesses., For example thcere exist an
orcanication called the Master Bakers issociation
whieh was formed first at the national level, and
subsequently state branches are formed. The

purpose of the Association according Yo our
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sourcesg is to ensure the unity of Rakers on which
basis they could procure raw naterials, and other
equipment for the Baking Businesses, It is the
contension of the Associztion that material could

3
only b¢ got when the Bakers are united.°4

In the meantime, the association is engaged
in its activities with the progurement of those
items and material mnecessary for the production
of bread from either the government or the multi-
nationitl companies for distribution to their
members., The association also provides the govern~
ment with information in relation to those thatb
are 'good! bakers, and furthermore our aource
claimed that the association advices the governmment

and 2190 its members on sanitation.

The assocliation according to a spokesman,
gets involve wheén preoblems of court cases or
police arrests aroge and they help <tThe members
inveolve in such cases to overcome thelr problems,
In the association's relationship vith the state
our nource claimed that, they pay trade fees to
the movernment, they also pay license fee indivi-
dually Lo each local government in which area they
operate, The state on its own part help to get

flour, and sugar at control prices, since the

[ e

24, Master Bakers ASsocidbion, P.0, Box 157
sokoto, Tnterview with cheirman, September, 1985.
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price at the market is normélly hish and such
state procured products are sold to the associa~

tion ivrhich in turn distribute them to its members.

The existence of commercial petit bourgeosie
organisations like the Master Bakers /ssociation
is only 2 am#nifestation of how the class organisa-
tions of the petit bourgeocsie are still being
formed., The prevalence of 'fronts' rather than
'*formal’ orgonisations is the most recurrent
phenomena and thus we contend, that the level of
organisatiom of the commercial petit bourgeosie
is low relative to the bourgeosie on the one hand,
and the working classes on the other, The explana-
tion 28 we have stated before revolve around the
fact that the competitive nature of the business

is not conducive for strong class organisations.

4,5 Orpanisations of the Bourgeosie

A5 shall be develop further in the next
chapter, wc consider the state itself to be moet
important class organisation of the bourgeosie.
The activities of the state as we discribed them
in chapter two are strongly oriented to expanding,
and consolidating the interest of the bourgeosie.

The state projects the interests of the dominant
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class as vhat of the majority. The interest of

the majority implies the interest of the working
and peasant classes, But in actual fact within

a bourpeois political economy like that of Sokoto
the state cannot operate outside the context of
dominant class interest of the bourgeosie., Thus

the bureaucracy, including the army and the police
all serve the dominant class interest of the
bourzeosie since they operate the state institutior:

on behall of the bourgeosie.

However, we may also identify more specific
class orpanisations as being; representative of the
bourgeosie, Such organisations include the
Chambers of Commerce, Manufacturers /Ssociations
as well as certain senior staff [ssociations. In
our survey we only managed to contact the Chambers
of Conmerce and one Sénior staff Association,
these two will be used to exemplify our exposition.
But there is a wide variety of other organisations
which could be included. The large scale commercial
farmers, for instance, many of whom are based in
Solkoto town have their Farmers issociation which
engaes in the acquisition of loamns, fertilizer
and gxachinary from the state, The industrial

bourreosie also organises to ensure that the state
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provide the infrastructure necessary for the

expansion of industrial production.

There are also social clubs and other
associations with a more informal class character
but where members of the bourgeosie meet to
discuss issues of common interests, Such
organisations like the Sokoto Club and Rotary
cannot directly be identified as class organisa-
tions ol the bourgeosie because we find it rather
complex To locate their role in material produc-
tion. Jome of them have a strong orientation to
the facilitation of bourgzeois aspirations, for
exanple the membership of the Rotary Club suggests
that primarily the top members of buainess,

profescsional, and public institutions are admitted.

The “hambers of noumerce in Sokoto have been
newly formed, unlike the chambers in Kano, being
a conmercial centre, and radunz, a movernment
centre vhich were formed long ago; the Sokoto
Chambers were formed during the defunct Vorth-
\Jestern Stote to promote industry and Business.
Accordins to a spokesman of the chambérs the
orzanisntion has since then functioned as an

asgoci tion of contractors rath:r than a strong
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chambers of commerce.

The chambers were ®e-orpanised in 1984, and they
acquired an office building in the same year. The
state embarked on this process because it felt
that Bokoto is more backward than other states in
industrial development, The source arrued that
the wvealthy people in Sokoto prefer distribtive
trade rather than industrial ventures, Therefore
in an attempt to influence these people to set
up industrial companies, and other big commercial
ventures the state recognized the important role

that the chambers could play.26

The chambers realized that for the last
fifteen years, they have not been involved in
promotins much industrial expansion in the state.
They are therefore now embarking on a public
enlishterment campaign, organising workshops where
Bankers, industrialists, and foreipn service
officials give lectures and advice, There is
according, to our source, an attempt to minimize
the ~an in communication between the members of

B e

25, Chambers of Commerce, Industry, Mines
and Agriculture, Secretariat, Baoir Yahaya Road,

sokoto, interview, september, 1985,
26, Ibid.
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chambers and the government:, Furthcrmore the
source claimed that amongz tThe mewbeors there are
also laryers, bankers, chartered accountants and
enpineers vho offer their advice free of charge

on vays ond meaps of expanding industrial activities.

‘the gpokesman of the Chamboers c¢laimed that
unlike others in the Federation, the Sokoto Branch
mey not be very vocal but Their members were
involved in many industrial projects in the state.
On the issuc of relationship with the state, the
Chambers claimed that they identify with the
ocurrvent policy of privatisation, and thot the stato
tgives the Chambers maximun cooperation, The state
asgisi them by ensuring thait they are legally
recoznised, The state also ensures that there
exist dialosue with the chambers. whenever necessary.

t encourages people with commercial and industrial
plans tn first go to the Chambers before bringing

them to the government.

The Chambers claimed that the recognition
riven ©o them by the state bhecare much useful when
they embark on collection of subscription fees.
The contension of the Chambers is that they are
not heginners but rather an association of esta-

blished businesses. Individuals sheuld first be
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established before they are accepted as members.
poth small and big companics have to pay %50 for
regisiration as members, T™e payment of sub-
scription however is based according to strength.
Individuals pay ¥50, companiec on partnership pay
1150 and  limited liability comapnies pay up to
500, “7

The Chambers also participate in Trade fnirs,
and diseminate business infTormation and other
activities in support of their rolc as ap
orfanisation which project vhe interest of the

bourpeosie 2s a class.

4.6 Transcending the Petit Bourgeois Context?

L e e — . -

The fase of the NUJ and ASITU

The role of class or=inisations in Sokoto
cannot be isolated from their role in a wider
national context, Most of the organisations
mentioned are local divisions of the national
bodies. It means that such orsanisations will
tend to develop position~ also on wider national
issues uhich transcend both Che local context
and the immediate self-interest of the membership.

This is porticmlarly the case, we would argue,

B L

27. Ipid.
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with netit bourgeois organisations where the
ambijuity of class positions ©llow for an
identificution either "upward" or "downward" in

the systen. We have argued above, thot professic»=zl
associstions like those of the Tnpineers, Architects
and Bonlkers tend to identify with the bourgeosie
because ol their members clasg incorporation into
manazerial a2nd other leading functions at the

level of atate and private enternrise. To conclude,
we ghall look at two other associations, the
Wigerian iUnion of Jourmalists (MUJ), and the
Lecadenic Staff Union of tniversities (ASUD),

which hove tended to identify with wider interests

of the worlking class.

T™e establishment of the Wigerian Union of
Journalist, %Sokoto State council, was based on a
nation«l nrofessional requircments for the practice
of Journalism. However, it has affiliated to the
NLC, <-n¢ hos identified witl: the interest of the
Radio, felevision, and ™heatre Workers Uniom,
another VI affiliated body. Lccordine to a
spokesmsn of the union, its members nerceive all
interests that come agains® the worling class and
peasaniry as interests that .are apgainst society
and thus in its role as the nrotector of publie

'truth', the¢ union considers such interests as
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L] 28
opposed to its owvm.

The WUJ claims th2t through
the activities of its mewbers, the union provides
a we na 5'.oush which the stalbe el to know the
feelin” o° the society. Yet, the state finds weys
of ~voidin' responsibilitv to the people Its
decicions therefore do not reflect worlers'
intcrnsts.?T

Tn ito attempt to enlighten the public and
pé-ticul. 21y the working .class the union meets
vith onvorition from the st:te bureaucracy which
conci’cr 111 information as ‘sacret' ond do not
releuce it to the journalists. Further the state
§rstiruwmint of coercion ir the form: of the police
¢lu:.ys five reasons to mess-aup soniae journalists.
cuc wnderntanding of the union is that on principle
thry arc ~ligned to the workers and peasant
aspir. tions, although bye and lor:e individual
journclistn msy have divided loyalties as a result
che petty hourgeois basis of their »ractice, In
many ¢ set the opportunity offer~ad by the state
and t"~ bourgeosie interme of of material gains
moiivate then to propagate the ideas .nd political
nnsitioms of the bourgeosie,

‘e jcademic Staff Union of miversities is
.i..-}%i-‘}%}‘viperian Imion of Journalists, “UJ,
Mg sel n Television Authority, 3o'toto, Interview

with chriva:n, September, 1985, N
%G,  rbid.

]
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ancther orgi-isation of the petty bourgeosie

which hz23 had 2 strong inclination to working

class aspirations, It iz our contention that

the 430U both of the sckoto miversity and at the
n-ticnnl level has identificd se strongly with
woriin> cl-ss ebtruggles that it could be considered
as ~ working class organisation inspite of &s
petty beurgcois base. Tho union wns formed so

a8 to ot 7 single body th-ot could tnckle with

2 8ingle tveice' issues th~t affect :“mbers, It
~cts for aembers and nezotintes with the employers
on bchalf of its members. iccording to cur sourcce,
LSUU is 1so used as 2 forum for discussing matters

30

of zecademic interests.

The: union has simil r irtcerests te those of

the Wiscrisp Union of Penchers (WUD). It is

3

Jfilicted to the WLC and is actively involved
in wh tever struggle the WIC is undertaking.
Lcecording to LSWTY, in its ~ttempi to suppress
nendewic frocdom in the university, the state
tricz to cortrol the directior of discussion
throush the Vice-Chancellor, This is related to

all issucs of particular interest tc ASUU or of

30, ‘eademic staff tmion of Universities,
(/sur") scerctariat, University of Sokoto Choapter,
Tntervidi/, september, 1985.
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nationa) intcerest. ASUU also oppos=s the state
over the attempt to reatructure the curriculum

of Migerim wniversitics, It equally takes up
issuces of nmtional import-once, for example those
rclated to the economy nd rctrenchment of workers,
/8 I vns carrving out my intervicws in gSeptember
1985 the ‘cademic staff ynion felt that at that
materincl time 2 strike action should be embarked

upon by the WILC so as to influcnce the state to

inke concessiuns and gtop retrenchment.

Lecoxding to our source, when the WIC became
reluct:nt te ocmbark on such - strike ccetion ASUU
felt it could take an independent initi-tive., Thus
in its corcern for workers welfarc in connection
with Hovsing, Health, Tronspoert :nd provision of
feod = ASUU could rightly be identificd with

working; cl ss struggles in the country,

In conncction with its internal cctivity
within thoe university community, ASUU could be
spcused of ontrenching petty bourgeois class
interest. We observed for exwplc =g of the
moment tht the union is involve with the defini-
tion of who is and who is not 'on acodomic staff'.
Thepre exist in the university a division between

the LSUU, the Mon-Academic Stnff Union ond the
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genior stoff issociation. According to a spokes-

mm of ASUU, the main opposition to the Uniom

comes from the state, acting through the university
establisinent, Of recent "n attempt by the
university ndministration wns made to push selected
and !'faveoured! candidates who contested ¢lections
into 23U executive council - mainly for the

purposc oF hi-jacking the urion rnd diverting it

ayvey from its radical coursc. This is not surprising
in vicw of the critical position taken by ASUU on

various occasions.

For exocmple, after the conference on the
state of thce Migerian economy, held at university
of Benin ir [pril, 1984, the union had this to say
in relotion to l2bour; that the problem of labour
in Wigeric ore 2 consequence cof the exploitative
capitalist cconomy, and Lhe repressive undemocratic
charseter of goverrments. The urion argucd further
thot pgover-ment labour policy in this country is
a continuaticn of the colonial onc which viewed
the worker s an objeet of exploitation in order
to incrcase profit. Uncmployment, retrenchment,
and poyment of wages hove worsened as a result.
Lecording to the ASTU communique, it is the workers

who create the wealth that sustain the country,
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and that a government that supports exploitation
and oppresses the workers politically is an

anti people government, therefore:-
gonference calls on workers and
oPpressed classes in Nigeria to
ingﬁn"s'ﬂ"y' Their 's"é’f"ilj%#& TO0 :e;s: _’E'.ablish
A government tHat Wi ANiSh exploita-
?‘Eo I and puarantee politi

cal and

jon_and gu P
démocratic Ireedom, 1 (emphasis mine)

In conclusion, whén examining class formaticn

and the development of class organisations, we
note that the ambiguity in the objective class
positions of the petit bourgeosie allows for

some organications to take political positions on
national issues which go beyond their immediate

class interest in a narrow sense,

This chapter has attempted to explore the
nature of different class organisations in Sokoto,
we have described the organisations of the working
classes inform of the WIC, and its affiliates.
we have also attempted an exposition of professional
associations which have an objective petty bourgeois
basis. A brief description of the nature of market
traders organisations and how they form informal
class organisations of the commercial petit

bourgeosice was equally attempted, Finally we

31 Academic staff Union of Universities,
(ASUU) How To Save Nigeria. Communique of ASUD
conferenc@, University ol Benin, April 1984,p.11.
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toolr a look at some orgarisations of the petty
bourreosie whose activities seem to go oeycnd

what ic determined by narrow cluss interests.



chrpter 2

-

THE STATE AS CLASS ORGANISATION

5«1 Introduction: Thce Stote in Sokoto

In this scetion we shill attenpt an exposition
of problems ~nsgocittid with the stotc which had
buen referred to bricfly in the previocus sccticns
¢f this werk. Proeviously we discusscd the statc
in r~thor gencrtl terms but the st~te is n factor
in the class formtien proccss nd alsc n organ
of clnss organisation »f the bourgeesie; in the
scnsc thot it constitutces the cuntrc of power of
the dominant clnsses, We necd thus to address
ourgclves mere to the discussion of key problins
identificd with it in this scction, This will
provice us with 2 basis for clhrifying sonc
vssuntial aspects of how the state in Sckoto is
formcd “nd what rolc it ploys in clnss formation,

closs organisatien ~nd politics.

ve identificd scrics of questions relating
to the¢ stote in Sokento; what nrc the clements within
the context of gokoto's politicnl cconomy that show
the seote n2s constituting 2 factor in clnss forma-

tion? Ir whnt ways docs the state acetunlly ploy

157
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o role in elass politics ~rd clnes struzggle or

¢l 'sg orgtnisation o7 the bourgcosic, If it docs

amr éous it exereisc centrel over the working

el ss nd the peastry on behnlf of the beurgeosic?
tth~t i~ the foudal frctor in the st-to; how docs

cles pelitics refluct thi prosence of this facter?

These questions noed t¢ be exrwined in the
li~nt i the theorctic-~l comtribution of both the
cl-ssic"l Marxists “nd oth:r schol~rs involved in
the “¢bate within Afric: on the »~turc of the

conbenporiry state,

5.2 Pre-colcai~l st kbo

L L R

The cmergencc of the strte in Scketo is
connaeted historically with th. -~chicvemcnts of the
jihd nd the nced te erpsclid te the pelitical
pover ¢ the enliph~te. Sheikh Uthnan, introduccd
o ~duinistrative structure in 3okoete ns early os
1812 ad 28 we had montion.d o'rlicr Sckote was
thin »7A3¢ the headqurters of The ealiphate 7s a
whele ~nd it was given » pclitice~l role which
neeceesitnted thot 2dmiunistrative “nd cultural
functions ~f the st to should be integrated into
the meneral elass furcticnse The foudnl ruling

clss thus mnde Sokeén the nest powerful peliticnl
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contre of the exliphate.

In this period we obscrved thnt the state also
ployed ~n ideolopmicnl rule in prep-gnting the
18l siie religion throush schel rship institutions.
The developnent of the tiwe int: 2n urban sctting
wns itself asscei~tud with londing Isl-nic,
nilit ey md pelitic-1l fi-urcs whe influcnced the
novenent of people int- the tivn on their ideolo-

gic2l °nd politicel ctivitics,

Cl:rly, the origins of the nro-coleonisl state
in sckoto was loentod within o feudal materinl
b'sce The dominwnt cl-ss of th-t puricd ceonstitutxd
by "n Islamie feud 1 ~ristccricy nieded t minns of
lerditinisine its ~chicvenunts ~fter successfully
vpraegtling pelitic~l contreel muny from the non-
Isl - iec lendership. In this conmuection the new
lo~dership requires = pe~na of consolidating its
n-wly "cquirad doninncc.e The nre-ccloninl state
in soketo attempted te sive wuathority te the
srdu 11y developin: for's of rcquiring property
“nt political power apd it .nsurcs that the
donin nee of the ruliny cl~ss is given ginernl

puhlic rccognition.

The state in this p riod legitirmiscd the pre-

ccloni~)l feudal forms cof preperty nequisition and
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orp;onised production. The st~te further ployed

the role of enmtrenchini the cnerging clnss divisions
rolative te feudnl cliss intorests ~s opposed to
tht of the peasantry. The pre~coloni-l state in
thig situntion serves the purpese of bcing an
uffcetive medium throush which the feudal ruling
cl:iiss of Sokoto hold down thu pens-at and othco
opprcssed clesses. Thue st~te in this period

ensured the pelitic~l deoninnece of the feudnlists.

> P8, The _pploni“l gst~te

In the coloni~l situition, the state in Sokote
wns dnpted to mect nuw requirononts of both class
doninmec and expleit~tiorn, Just likc th.e TomA~
aristocracy struggled and cnpturced state power from
the non Islamic ruling cliss, thoey in the cclonial
situ~ticn lost som: p~rt of thot state power te the
British imperinlists, PFre-coloni~l stote institu- _r
tions were integratcd inte the celoninl state. In
this period we noticed thot ccleninl ccenonic
disintegrnticn occured in on¢ ~spect throush the

dircet intervention of the ccloni-l state.

This process wns denmenstr-tcd hv the i-mesitionr
of t~xc¢s through the pre-coloni 'l state structure
vhich norec or less renincd intnct; also through

the introduction of merc ntilc trnde =2nd direct
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distortion of internnl trade to scrve coloninl
nere~ntile trade. Ancthoer cspeet wns the direct
destruction of intern~l ~rtis~n crafts as well

s distortion cf food production in favour of cash
crop production, cither by direct stote interven-

tion or by enforcement throuih 1c@islntion.1

The introduction of British currency by the
cclonrinl state, and the re-orierted narket cconomy
baged on export of raw roteritls nd import of
nnuf-ctured zoods °nd othcr forms of state inter-
vention had 2 direct result for the process of class
formtion. For instancc it ensurcd that Burepean
colonisl firms pnid low woges to werkers -nd by
directing labour ~w2y fron food proiuction, the
ccleninl state facilitated the awvailability of

che™p ldbour.a

Sinilarly, road ccnstruction by the strnte was
direccted to arens whore exportanble raw materitls
cruld be found for exploitnticn by coloninl firms,
The coloninl state furthor encouraged the expnnsion
cf cclonial firms by dirccting st~tec purchnse (both

high ~nd low) to thom, [Matoritl for constructions

- .

1. Concrete situ-tions which support this
~rcunent are found in the works of J.F.Lhe. Ljoyi,
Mistory cf West Africa Vel.ITI, Longinns group Ltd.
1iﬂm"' an oter Xnztngn Tibenderana,
Adninistration of Sokoto Qﬂﬁq@u."ng_ﬁxgungu ates,
Fh.D. Thesis, University ~f Ib-don, 1974, p. 472 -

2. Mahmud Modibbc Tukur, Tho inposition of
British cclonial domin-ticn on Sckoto cxliph~te,
1897-1914, Ph.D. Thcsis, L.BeU. 1979, p.484,
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for exonple were dircetly cbtnincd from the coleninl
nerentile firms, "nd othor purchases are nade
frer the crown agents ~nd the statce precluded local

3

trodors from participating.

The town's traders therefore beecme ngents for
Burop-:~n cempanies ~nd they verce 211 the more
subjceted te the dynwmies of celeninl merchant
cnpitnl. The marketing Becard systoen which is n
nrjor ~cecumulater of thoe surplus produvcce of the
nensmnts, ond which censtitutes the bnasis for the
flourishing nctivitices of the riddlemen was nlso
¢cstblished in the coloni~l situ-tion of Sokote by
the st~te. The 2lleertion ¢f buying liccnses annther
injor pre-occupaticn of the cnlonial state help
to nurture the aancent bour;cusic which was gradually

dtwolop:'u'n[.:.z‘L

inother role of the coloni 'l state in its
“ttonpt to subordin~tc the intem~l cconomy to the
colcminl economy eri: through statc propagandn by
the feudnl class in frvour f newly introduced cash

creps like cotton scuds fron Ancrica ns against the

- e ——

e Lord Tug~rd, "h. Daul Mapndate, Fr-nk cass
nd Cce. Ltd, London, 1965, P.#78. ~

4. Gavin, Willi'sis, Wigerii: Economy ~nd
Seclcety, Rex Collins Ltdl., Jon on, 1976, DeT7.

------
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domestic variety. The feud>l foctor cherefeore
wos sigrificant s it wns used in support of
coloni~l domin2tion. The feud2l state institution
plyyed o key role in frcilitwtbing 2¢c*3wities of
the coloninl state, ™h: coleni~l st-te however we
noticed to be beth intern~l ~nd externnl to Sokoto.
Ixterr~l in the sense th~t its core is located in
the netreopole “nd irntern=l in tht it ecperates

throuzgh pre-existing structi. LAy

The 2etivitics of th: colenin) state made it
poseible for Sokote to remiin ~ powerful
provineinl headquarters “nd to centirued o maintain
stac ferm of politicsl sipmificonee, Tw. mnin trends
energe from this discussion of the colonial state
in Sokoto. Ono is thet we sce 7 form of adaptation

Lo )

ef the pre-existing sLotce otructure to the new

coloni-l state., Thu scemnl tie.” s . nge of
st~te pcwer as A me~ns of subordincating L v wen T EHie

ni pre~colonial fermiotion to the imperatives of

ccloninsl economy.

John Saul, hns ~rgued thnt in the case of East
ifrien, the coloninl state did not encounior ctrong

clnsses that h~d tc be suberdin-ted, "nd th-t;
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The overdeveloped nature of the

stote is not due to the necd to

subordinate such classcs but due to the

need to subordinate pre-chpitalist

BGéeial Tormations Lo the dnperotives

GI coIonial capitalism.> (crnpnascs added)
The state in the colonial situation of Sckoto we
argue fulfilled the function cf entrenching
inperialist interests through the feudal structures
which had the added adventnge of strengthening the
dormestic ruling class. This is also reflected in
the noturce of the contemporary state as it cannct
be iscloated from its historicol comnection with
the stote of the colonial situation.

5.4 The gtate in the Contemporary Scene

The stote in the contenporcry scenc is strongly

af fected by the process cf bourgeois class formation
which began in the celonial perdiod but accellerated

in the post-cclonial era., The state has played a
central rocle in this process. It has been actively

involved in the process of ~llocating naterial
resources of the society in specific forms, and

in dircctions that favour the development of an
infrastructural base for thce capitalist system.

specific forms of such ~ctivity include

building of sccondary, post secaondary institutions
and the wniversity to facilitate the reproduction

ef labour. The disbursement of industrial and
sgricultural loans to the bourgecsie, the setting

up of stote agricultural schenes on a capitalist
basis, tc provide 2 vallying point for both state

and private capital involvenmcent and control of

. —

' 5. John Saul, 'The “t.te in Fost Colonial
Socities~ Tanzania{ Socinlist Register, London, 1974.
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~gricultural production,

17le noticed th~t Sokoto town hnd its own
share of state spending in cduc-tion ~nd health.
mhe stte hns modernized sSeketo gencrnd hospit~nl
‘n h 5 embarked on reeruitn.nt of medicnl
nersonncl ~s well 2s construction of residentin’
qu-rters for them., Thisc constitutes aspceels of
reproduction and mainttin-ne: of labour. Sinilarly,
the strte hod eonstructed rurnl fecder ronds
linlkirs Sokoto town with the surrounding ar~~o
which nrovided opportunitics for businpeses of
transportation ~nd hrul-ge, i¢ ~lsc fncilitnted the
penctrotion of the pensmmt cconony by comnercinl

cpit~l .6

J/f The state contributed effectively to bourgeo;g
cl-sg fom-~tion throughits invelvenent in manufre-
turss in the Sokoto cnse it does this by encourage-
Aacnt which it pgave to both 1loe~l ~nd foreignm
¢-pit~1l through infr ctructur~l fneilities sct-up

in the: town. Fer ex nnl_, the provision of comnuni-
c~tions systems like pest-1 -nd tclephone sercices,
supply of electric pover, ~nd urb-n watcr supplye.

Oohers include the construction ¢f ~ moderm market

G. sokoto stnte wiseris, Infroducing Sokoto
gi~te, Government Printer, Sukoto, Tood,

-
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~nd garage for the town. The stnte nlso conducts
resczrch, and other forns of sceinl investigations
on bchnlf of the bouricosic, In smme cases the
stote forms partnership with donestic and foreign
c~pit~l in establishing lorse industrial and

v

comnmercinl enterpriscs.

The state is involved in the control and
resul~tion of other soci-l netivitivs in line with
the interest of the bourrcosic, Tor exmple it
ensurcd that the wny e ~»rd scolaricd structure of the
public sector does not disrupt the conditions of
1 bour in the private scector through unnecessary
inerenses in wages, The strte repgulntes contractunl
apregients of vapious business greups, ™md nlso
cnsures protection for privite proporty by menns
cf st~te enforeemunt throupgh the low, the courts,

or the police.

There is 2 strors link between the stote and
the goketo chambers of comnmceree; 2n organisation
which clnimed that the st-te is in fnet strongly
in f~veur of privatis - tion sithin the economy. The
stnte hns ensured soci~l rcecoinition for the chombers
“rd ¢nccurages indepundent busincssnen te denl with
it mly through th-t crq*hiSﬁtion.S
.“-‘-ac-sokoto gtote Nigerin, Industri-~l Potentiali-
tice, Obadaki Press Kadunc, 1976, TaT3s

€. Chambers of comierce, Industry, Mines and
igriculture, -Sckoto, interviow, gpterber, 1985.
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inother bourgeois orginisntion Mnster B2kers
Lssceition nlso cel-ined thrt the state provide
suit~blc conditions in which the members of the
nesoci tion could obt~in the n terinls necessary
for production. Alse th. st-te ~ccording te the
~sg0ci- tion ensures th: gunply of other inputs from
the ulti-national ccrp nies "nd state owned supply

9

conp ny to the asscci - tion.

The ~etive role ¢f the stote in the processes
of re--djusting production to ncet with present
ceomonic crises in the eopit~list system is another
sigrificant aspcet of how it ottempts to entrench
beurgeois production tnd orgnised class accwula-
tien. This type of rolc t-kes specifié¢ form when
the stnte gets invelved direetly in retrenching
verkers in the publie sector, the mnjority of who
~rc those in the lower ronks of the public service
structure, ~nd constituting ~ segnent of the
vorking clnss in Sokcbtce. This action of the state
lepitinises a similnar onc token by the bourpgeosie

in the private sectore.

In our ~ttempt te underston’ this obvicus class
bins of the state in fnveur of the bourgeosic wo
find Fiarx's and Engel's ~rpuments in relntion to
the closs nature of the st~tc useful. Engel's

stntcd for example th-t 'tho nofern representative

9. Master Bokers ‘.sscocintion, Sokoto, Inter-
view, chairman, Septenber, 1985. N

- o
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state is 2n instrument of exploitation of wage
lobour by capital'. Korl Morx on his part argued
thot, the state 'through the em-necipntion of
privete property from the cormunity has becone a

sep rate entity, ~2longsi’e ~n’ cutside the society;

But it is nothing nore thrn the
form ol org nics~tion which Ehc
BOUTRE0SIc 7re ConmeTled to =dopt ,
BE?HETEE'TﬁfEEmwlf”hHTexterntl urposes,
IoTr the putu'l pu rintoe cI THeir property
T IOEEFETER: N0 (enphrsis na1ed)

The contemporary state represents the bourgeosie,
just like in the pnst it represcnted the c¢olonia-
lists, -nd feudalists. Ilowever in rclntion to the
enpoine, debate on the clnsc ch~r.cter of the state
in /frican societies, we percicve the stnte in Sokoto

ns ~ctively engoped in bourgenis clnss formation,

The rocle of the state in ~ periphernl capita-
list context like¢ thnt of Sckoto h:s its basis in
th: glebnl movent of copitnlisn which is facilitated
by what James Petras cnlls the inparial state
~ctivity. mThis activity implics the procaesses of
inperi~list domination, nd it nonifested itself
in stages which Petras clnssified ns first,
tinitial entree, second, the exponsion (which is
~sgocirted with celoni-l “nd nco-coloninl structures)

cnd third, survival.' Petres arsued that ot each

10. Karl Marx "nd Prederick Engels, Collected
‘Torks, Lowrence and VWishart, London, 1976, D%,
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noint, the imperial state plays a decisive role
in creating conditions for eapital expansion

and accumulation.

In the initial period, according to Petras,
the imperial state is heavily involved in a
number of activities;
including state building, creating
y the formal merchinary of government
to secure the ground work for
effective exploitation; :
the creation of an
imperially sound ammy... and creating
the economic infrastructure through
loans and aid.11
et night be called the imperial state explanatory
model as represented by Petra's, Bjorn Beckman

has termed the neo-colonial wodel of the state.12

Beckman's argument which is based on the study
of the Nigerian state starts from a basic premise
which posits that the Figerian state is involved
in promoting capitalist development. And that this
process has its roots in the past-colonial peasant
production, and the contemporary aspect of this
process has its main resource base in 0il. According

to Beclman, the state plays a key role in dispensing

- -

11. James Petras, Critical Perspectives on

Imperialism and gocial Class ifW the Third World,
montNly Teview Frress, Tew YOTrK, s Do

Bjorn Beckman, 'WVhose state? gtate and capita-
list Development in Wizeria' ROAPE, Yo. 23, 1982,
bp. 37-51. T
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oil wealth, and the wav it is spent generates
ccopomic activity and incomes (not for all though)

in all sectors of the economy;

It feeds into and transform
Te-existing social relations.
%E‘iiomofeﬂf?Qp}fﬁgibﬁ“pccumulation
and capitAalist clas formation. s
(emphasis added)

Beckmzn criticises the nco-coloniol mode? - " ¢b:
state.s He argues that it denics domestic class
forces their own dynamics and give false air of
inevitability to the political outcome of class
struoele. In relation to the wi; erian state and
on 2 more specific ground, Beckman argues that the
problem with the neo-colonial explanatory model

of the state is that being very general, the model
could fail to motivate useful work and eararete
studies which may not allow us to see the

specific economic and political forms of

imperialist dominatiOn.14

fle contended that i{ every aspect of the state
is reduced to being determined by the needs of
imperialism, very little may actually be explained
unless if such conclusions are arrived at through

ain analysis of the way in which imperialism is

e T Y e —

13. Ibid.
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articulated at all levels of the =ocial formation.
mut then Beckman concedes to th2 users of the
neo=-colonial explanation model that inspite of

his critique their conclusions muy not necessarily
be falsc, and that it is actually logical to assert
that the wigerian stute in particular (snd by
implication states of peripheral copitalism) is a
product of imperialism and thaet it continue to serve

the interest of international capita1.15

The role of the stite in the Sokoto context
does not contradiet such 2 postulation, and the his-
torical experience which we described earlier in the
nature nf colonial and post ceolonial state interven-
tion in gSokoto to facilitote bourgeois class forma-
tion only substantiate the argument which see
imperialist implications in the development of the
state in a peripheral capitalist formation.

Beclman's critique involves other wials of
the sfpte in peripher:l capiialist societies apd
contains an attempt at a synthesis of positions,
which we shalil discuss subscquently. Suffice it to
meéntion here thag his critiquc does not constitute
4 nertion of the nss colonial mocel of the state,
rather it is an attenpt to project the problems

associated with thit model,

. - e - -
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Another aspect of th. closs character of the
state in Sokoto is connected vith the role of the
nublic sector petit bourseoisic in the service of
the state, and how this clnss objectively manipu-
late the bureaucratic structurc of the state to
scrve the bourgeosic. /¢ had obscrved that the
intermecdiary role performed by this class between
the bourgeosie on the on¢ hond, und the working
clags and peasantry on the other is primarily
beenvse of its locatior objectively in the state
structure of the burcaucracy. We also argued that
the concious spending of public funds to strengthen
the bourgeosie by the state bureaueracy which in
Sokoto is dominatcd by the petty bourgeosie is a
direct consequence of the overall domination of the

state by the bourgeosic itself.

The Radio Teloevision Theatre Workers union in
30koto accordingly claimed that the state is making
Fhe rich all the more richoer through its economic
policics (formulated on its behalf by the burcaucrats),
an¢. the unequal distribution of social infrastruc-
ture., It further claimed that over 80% of those
wio control the economy cre from the bourgeosie, and
thnt they are encouraged 211 the more by the state

burcaucrncy.16

T TTB. T RAadio and melevision Theatre Workers Imion,

Sokoto, interview with chairman, September, 1985.
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T™e urion insistec that through lack of
of feetive regulation by the state in the activities
of lerze estate own2ve, the rent heing paid by
workers in Sokoto is steadily increasing. According
to 2 spokesman the state facilitated the interests
of ovmurs of large and suull scalc commercial and
industiial establishments by teking part in the

17

recont retrenchment of workers.

The Figerian union of 7Jeaicers, Sokoto bremch,
simil~rly accused the stozte of maintaining the
hezemony of the bourgeosie Ly perpetuating the
conditions of ignorance amons the large majority
of the working class, and the peosantry. The
union argued that changes could have been possible
in the society in favour of the working class if
these groups become 2ducated; =nd that to prevent
such a change the bouricosic encouraged the state
to vrivatise education - which made it difficult
for the underprivilezed in the s@eicty tio pay for
it.

The¢ union particularly accused the state of
facilitating 'the hegewony of the bourgeosiet! through
viat 2 spokesman calls 'conéinusd bureaucratic cons-

piracy, entrenchment of constraints and political

17. Ibid.

) 1€ . Wigerian "nion of Teaxchers, Sokoteo Branch,
intirview, September, 1935.

e A —
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n~nipulstiont, 3imilerly the Migerian Union
cf Jourr-lists maintained thot bourgeois class
dorinance is naintained by the state burcaucracy,
through police harrassnent 2nd distortion of

court proccdure against the upderprivileged in
sceictys these who could not affeord tc pay the

Fal

fees for private legal serviccs.20

Hwz:. Ll=vi, in 2an article on thc state in
post ceclonisdl sociaty which focused on Pakistan

and Bangladesh argued thnt the original base of
the stote apparatus inherited by n pest colonial
socicty 1n7 in the metropolc =-nd that its task
ws to subordinaste 211 indigeneous clnsses in the
cclony, and hénce it was 'over developed! in
relotion to the ex-coloni-l society.‘1

secording to slavi, the state dircetly
approprintes a large part of the eécononic surplus
md deploys ifF in bureaucratically directed
‘developirentt activity. The fcentrelity' of the
post ccloninl state which evidently follows from

Alavits prepositions inplics the centrality of the

19, Ibid.

20, wWigerian Urion of Jeournrlists, Sokoto,
Intervicw, with chairman, Septemboer, 1985.

21. Hwnza tlawvi, 'The gtate in Post cclonial
?ggioticm', rew Left Review, Wo. 74, July/iugust,
(i~m
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stete bureaucracy. Alavi further suggested that
thie bureaucracy which he called 2n 'oligarchy’,
was relatively independcnt of control by any social

class.

Saul, in his own contribution to the dcbate
posed the issue whether the stote bureaucracy is
a closs of a new type or class in the making,
cppropriating and controlling productive resources,
whether by using state power to acquire private
capital or directly in its capncity as the collective
managers of the so called public scctor.22 Colin
Leys in an attempt to re-cvaluite the various
positions in relation to the toverdeveloped' state
conception argued that the statce bureaucrecy should
actunlly be seen as a 'fluid' cateqory, which is
largely petty bourgeois in orirsin, but by virtue
of its role at the Junction between the local
cconony and foreign capital, it is exposed to
contradictory influences in the form of working
class nnd peasant intercsts confronting the foreign
ond domestic capital in the model of the operation

of the sta‘l:e.25

On this view, Leys mnintained that they are
n potential new class but not o class whose character

can be known in advance, but only from the cmerging

2. Jonn saul, 'The state in post colonial
socictics - Tanzania', Socielist Registcer, Iondon,
174 -

23, C€o0lin Leys, 'Thé'Overdeveloped' post
Coloni~l gstate: A re-cviluation RPAPE, V0.5,1981,
Ppe 39-48.
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results of the way they gropple with the con-
tradietions in their conduct of affairs, 1In

rel wion to the Sokoto situotion we have observed
chat the state bureaucracy actuslly constitutes a
class which we termed puhlic sector petty bourgecisci,
and in the Tanzanian casc, Shivji identified a
similor group as constituting the bureaucratic
bourseosie. We also agrae with Leys that the
important point is not th~nt this concept of an
toverdeveloped!' state is cempty in that the issue of
the state bureaucracy being a class or not ic not
girmificant - but that the whole 2pproach to the
question of significance of 2ny state which slaits
from its structure or scope, whether inherited fiom

. . . . . 24
an earlier situatior or not is 72 mistaoke.

According to Leys in order to understand the
sirnificance of any state, we must start out from
clrss strugele, not the state, thus Leys, claimed
that the idea of tho ‘toverdeveloped' state functions
in both slavit's and Saults prescntations ns a re~9on
for recversing the proper order of procedurc, He
thus projeects Prulmatzos position s quite valuable
nd we find that this position of prulantzas best
describes what we have obscrved in reclation to the
public scector petit bourgcosie of Zokoto; and its

- .- s

24, Cited by Leys Ibid,
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use of the state bureaucracy to favour the

operations and interests of the bourgeosic,

Accordingly, Paul ntzas argucd that, the first
qucstion must always be which class is dominant in
o eiven social formation, since this dominance must
be enforced by the statec, Our argument has been
that in the Sokoto situntion the bourgeosie
constitutes the dominsent class and that the state
functions in favour of its class aspirations. The
class character of the state is given by the
relotionship between the stote bureanerncy ond the

dominont classes in sociecty.

We also agree with the observation by
Paulantzas that whother the class interests of the
state bureaucracy (in this ¢&8€ public sector petit
bourseosie) are the same as those of the dominant
¢loss or in conflict with them; this would not be
the dectermining factor in cstablshing or up-setting
the dominance of the bourgeosie, This is because
in the final analysis, thce el:ss character of the
stote is determinced by those who control the state
itsclf as a result of thoir moaterinlly superior brse
and political dominance relative to other m~ocial

classes,
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However we shnll concede that even though the
congruence  of interests hetween the petit
bourzeoszie and thc bourgeosiz may not be the bas:s
of doninnnce of th: l-tter, but it certinly
foecilitntes and re-inforcec such o dominance.

Onc¢ ~zoin the propositions of Beckm™n in relati-n
te the state as an orghn of tho domestic bourgeosie
with particulay reforence to Wigerin is relevant in
und erstonding why the publie scetor petit bourgeosie
operites the state institutions in 3okoto in the
interest of the bourgcosiv, “nd now the bourgeosic
itself uses the statce for the purposes of expanding

its materinl bnse,

5.6 Whose Stote? A Synthesis

Beckman's arcument is that in the contemporary
scene, particularly ~s = rcsult of the acestion of
bourgeois nationnlists to st te power, the resources
of the stote were inercisingly uszd to promote their
interests as nn aspiring bourgeosic. He argued that
che methods used varicd, md thoy invelved inkansn

sectional compntition.ae

Thus according to Reckmm, the activities of
the st~te development corporrtions were greatly

expended in this period and they resulted in 2

- —— e

26. Beckman, Op. cit.

e ——————



179

wide rwnge of enterprisce, either sponsored or
owmvd by the state. But then hy maintained
further that this domustiec bourgrosic model of

the state also hns somc problems, Beckman stated
for ex~mple, that if we argue th-t foreign capital
continues to dominate directly or irdirectly in
the mojor sectors of the cconomy as is =2rgued by
the users of the nco-coloniel model of explonation
how c¢™n we then expl-in thot thoe domestic bourgeosie
scenS to be using the statc successfully to stren-
strengthen its relative position vis-n-vie

27

forcign cnpital.

The answer of the neo-colonisl modcl wovld be
tht it is foreign c¢c-nitzl which domin~tes as
before nnd that it is just the form of dominaticy
which changes, Also that the domestic bourgcosie
vhether state or privote is used by foreign capital
for its own purposes. The 'mation~l character!
of this class and its state institutions is also
necessary in order to mointain “n illusion under the
cover of which foreign c~pit~l continuec to under-
take its exploitation. Beckmon then posed the
question of who depends on whom, forcign end
domestic capital? And how con we solve this

riddle in a m2nner corsistent with the two sets

27. Ibid.
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of e¢vidence both of which hod somc aspect of
truthh "md how can we m=kc sensc of their rel-tion-

ship theoretically?

AL the risk of repetition we argue that
Backnon's attempt at syrfthesis of these positions
nrovide 2 theoraticnl hosis Tor investigating
further the issue of the elass character of the
stote.s This is so in the sopse that Beckmonss
s'mthesics poses yect onotancr issuc of how do we
describe the state? H: contendad that while the
wigerion state serves 7s -n org~n both for the
nenctotion of international capital ond for the
emencipation of the domcstic bourgeosie, it cammot
bu reduced to eithear, wor is it possible, argued
Beeltnzn, to comprchind the asipgnificance of cither
of the¢ two aspects without examining such class
functiorns of the state; for which nccording to
him the distinction betwceen forcign and domestic
is not relevant; thus he¢ mointained that:

The primary rolc of the (wWipgerian) state
is to est~blish, maintnin, protect and
expand the conditions of copitalist
accumulation in zenerc) without which

neither forcism nor (igerian) capitalists
can prosper..o

This vnosition of Reckmmn's is iurther elaborated .
upon when he 2rgued thot this state is aectually
intermotional in the domination of production for

the world market, in its integration into production,

- - -

m - -I;bi-i-(i -
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class formation and class alliences, But then it
takes a subordinate position in the wider system.
Beckman argues that stoate capital and state inter-
vention (a case of which we noticed in the sok;fo
context) perform strategic functions in organising
production, class formztion, nnd class alliences,
ond that the essence of its form of domination is
monopolistic. The state power is used to generate
conditions for monopoly profits including the
suppression of anti-monopoly socizl and political

forces,

5.7 The Feudal Fachkor

In connection to what Beckman referred to as
closs olliences in the formation of the bourgeois
stote, we had observed thot the feudal factor which
constituted an essential element of the colonial
state in Sokoto persists even today. Although
the feudal element had ite origin since the pre-
coloninl era. Today therc cxist in Sokoto an
allience of the remnant of the feudal class with
the bourgeosie in the control of the state in Sokoto.
The feudal aristocracy continuc to survive through

the direct intervention of the state.
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Through their nllience with the bourgeosie,
the feudnl aristocracy has been in a position to
uge the so called traditional institutions in
ideological propagandn especinlly against the
peasantry. The feudal structures are protected
by the contemporary bourgeois statcy and it further
ensurecs that the so called 'dignity' of the aristo-
cracy is upheld. (Consequently, the traditional
inatitutions only serve to further entrench the
power of the feudalists, and the bourgeosie as
partncrs in the exploitation of the working class

and the peasantry.

The explanation we could prcscnt for such a
development is linked to the fret that the feudal
aristocracy is operating within the context of
capitalist development, where as we have argued
before most of them constituted owvmers of large
scale capital which they used either in agricultural
production or for manufacturc and commerce. They
arc thus part of the bourgeosie. Also we should
notc that where capitzalist relations of production
were imposed through 2 process of violent struggle
with the existing ruling class like in the case of
sokoto - the state could not be szid to be 'purely!

a capitalist state,

The challenge is to sce how the nature of the
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requirements of capitalism developed either by
estoblishing non-capitalist forms of production or
in other cases by ndapting them and the state
structure to the rcquirements of capitalism. In
Sokoto capitalism adapted the feudal state to
facilitate colonial exploitation and in the
contemporary scene to ensure imperialist dominatione.
Thus the survival of 'traditional!’ structures and
the monifestation of o class allience (in present
reolities) between the feudalists and other dominamt
clagscs does not fall outside the context of the
interrelationship between the capitalist mode of

production 2nd some other pré-cxisting mode .

5.8 (Class Politics, Cl~ss stqgggle and the

State

e —

The conecrete application of the concept of elass
politics in the context of the gokoto situation eould
be treated within the larger context of the develop-
ment of the capitalist cconomy. Class politics we
contend is historically determined, and it is loeated
in the role of each cl~ss within the political eeqmomy
of nan area. Thus within the context of the present
socio-cconomic set-up of Sokoto, we observe that
the bourgeosie seems to dovelop just as industry and

commerce developed and in doing so they further
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cxpend their materiszl base and subordinate(both

politically and economicalily) othcr social classes.

Tn this type of class cction the bourgeosie

of Sokoto resembles thnt of the metropole which
Marx foeused on.29 Based on the need to continuowsly
cxpond itself the bourgeosic nz we hove mentioned
eorlier organises structures like that of the
chambers of commerce, and they toke over the control
of the gtate in order to realize their class
aspirations.. In accordance te this need for re-.
producing and consolidating its material base, the
bourgecosie in Sokoto persistently attcmpts to
modernize the industri:l scetor and also mechanize
cgricultural production, The action of the
bourgeosie in this proccss is logical becruse as we
arce told:

The bourgecosic cannot oxist without

constantly revolutionicing the

ingtrumgnt, of p?odfgtion cnd with 30

them the wholc relotions of society.

The bourgeosic of 3Jokoto is currently

involvud in political tetion throuéh the state which
favours industrial expansion and intconsive capital
involvaencnt in agriculturc, To ensure that the
bourgeosie gets involved in this activity, the

state got involved; thus thcre cxist aow state

——

29.Farl Marx and Frederick Engels, Selected
Yorks, Progress publichers Moscow, 1975, £.56.
. 30' l:tli_g_’ plaao
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capital involvement ip noarly 211l the major scctors
of thc capitalist ccenomy c.ge. manufacture, large
scole agricultural production, commercial enter-
priscos like large sc2le distribution firms and

hote¢l industry.

Our argument in rclotion to the politieal
dominence of the bourgeosic and how the Sokoto
c~sc "unfolds is thnt although the Sokoto
tourgzosie is a product of peripheral capitalism,
they had already developed o political influence
2nd contrel in relation to the statc, to the extent
that our bourgeosic has successfully taken control
of state power in the¢ 2llicnce which they form with
both the feudal ond commercinl factions of the

ruling class.

As a conscquience of the activities of the
bourgcosie based on its class political ~ction of
sel’ regeneration =nd sclf perpctuation - a logical
reactiop comes from the working class. - What the
bourcecsic does is simply reproducs itscelf in what-
ever class nction it takes, ~t thc swmo time it goene-~
rates an onti thesdis to tht action, which cines in the
f.m of the working class. According iv¢c Marx, the
the action of the bourgeosic usually calls intoe

existence,



186

The men whe nre te wield the

peliticnl weapens of the bourgeosic

and this orce the modern werking class

the prolevtarions31
The recction of the working c¢loss however is no less
infermed by the capitalist contoxt within which
'they live and hawve their being' and within the
some ccntext the workzrs got orgunized and ferm
their own class orgrniscticns as opposed to- those

of the bourgeosie,

Inspite of this ability ¢f the workers to
orgrnise for class political ~ction, the capitalist
system within which thoy oporatc continuously
cnsure that they remained subordirntted to the

bourgeosie . In the words of Nﬂrx52

'Not only
are they the slaves of the hourgensie, 2nd the

bourceois state, they are daily enslaved by the
merchine by the over looker, mnd abeve all by
the industrial ®ourgeois manufacturer himself.!
Also within the same capitalist context other

clisses like the persantry, the lower levels of

the commercial sector petit bourgeosie adopt a

working clnss politic~l orientation.

According to the logic cf capitalist develop-

m:nt there arose grodunlly 2 procoss of polarisation

31, Ibid, p.i1.
32. Ibid.
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where the middle "classce are increasingly inte-
grated with the state nnd the tourgecosie or they
are pushed into an allience with the working class.
In most cases since their small matcerinl base

night not be sufficient for large senle agricul-
tural opd industrial vroduction, the petit
bourgeosie classes night not compete zffectively
with the bourgeosie in commorce and industry. They
thus do not have the privilege of locntion among the
bourgcosie, therefore they identify more with
worring class conditiems even thoufh they might

do sc for the purpose ~f strengthening their own

positicns,

Tn similarity with this tendency for
crpitalism to polarise snd in some cases proletaria-
niscd lower sections of tho opprcssed classés - We
gcc ~nother tendency which is logically derived
from the first, 2nd it mmnifest itself in the

emcrgence of 2 radicalized section of the bourgeosic.

This radical seetion we obscrve as axisting in
Soko:o especially amonp tho public sector petit

bourreosic more especinlly the intelligensia.

The logic of their rodicalisation 12y in the fact

that individual members of this clnss are being
constantly drawn into the working elass through cenpeti-
tion, and a8 capitalism expnds they a2lso percieve

the possibility of their complcte disappearance as
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an independent section of sociecty.

mis argument is suppcrted by what Marx
observed in the situstion of industrial socicties
of Burope and based on that he theorised and
~rrived at the process of class polorisation

within the context of capitalist cl-.;velc:pmem:..-"'5

As 2 logical consequence of the existence
of the radical section of the petit bourgeosie
in Sokoto, there exist the conservative section
which uses the civil service ond managerial
structure to entrench themselves, Through their
activity they also mmnipulate the public sector
in the fashion which 2llows thom to transfer
public funds into private hands. This conserva
tive scetion of the petit bourgeosice usually gets

the political protecction of the state.

Wwe argue that the radieal section of the petit
bourgeosic mostly fall within the tintelligensial
anl they are cought up in the conflict between their
objective role in the state ~pparatus and their
prosressive ideas, which ceused them to revolt
agrinst the practices of the ruling clnss - thus

becoming at best critiques of the state or in

3%, 1bid.
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some coses 'reveolutionoricst.

This section of the petit bourgeosie has a
strong; political orientntion towards the resolution

CJ‘

th: contradicticn between thi:ir career ambitionn
and tae acceptance of 2 left wing ideology. All
these processes are consiscent with liarx's argu-
nept in relation to the petit bourgeosie. He
mointained that, the lovier middle class, the small
mxufacturer, the shop kecper, the peasant,

in short 2ll other clzsscs cxcept the bourgeosie

in o copitalist context; fight agrinst the bour-
geosie to save themselves from extinction. 'They
are therefore not reveolutionary,but conservative

‘or even reoctionary', if by chance they are
revclutionary snid Marx:
They are so only in view of thoir
impending tronsfer into the prolctariat,
The Eﬁué deiend not THAoiT ¥053nf,
but Tuture intcrcsts, Lhey dese

Their own st ndpcint to place themselves
At_That of the proleti rint,.on

Therefore, within this context of the
capitnlist system, both in Zokoto ond the country
penernlly - we shall arsue thet the issue of class
politics narrows devm in the dircction of the two
contending forces of bourgeosie, ond working class
including the peasantry. In esseénce, 'The develop-
nent of modern bourgeois sccicty gradually cuts
from under the feet of the bourgeosic the very

. TIbid.




190

foundeotion on which it preduces. Thereforc 2bove
2ll, the bourgeosie produces its own grave diggers.
Its fzll and the vietory of the proletariat

according to Marx re equ2lly incvitable.55

59 conclusions

The conclusions we drow from the discussion
of the state, and the serics of problems associated
with it in relation to clnss formaotion, class
orgnnisation, and class politics, are first that
the cxistence of the stote in the pre-colonial
sitution of gokoto was based on = pre-canit:uiist
nmode of production of 2 feudnl type havi.g its
rocots in the materinl exploitotion ¢ he peasantry
becked by 2an Islamic ideclogy. The state served
the purpose of rationalising and justifying the
subordination of the pcasant ¢lass by the feudal

ruling class.

Second, the coloninl and post-colonizl state
in Sokoto we understocd to be based upon the trans-
formotion of the feudal state to serve the require-
nents of external dominction in the early case of
colaninl rule, and subscequently to facilitate
inperirlist domin~tion in the nco~-colonial situa-

tion. Our argument here is thot this role of

35. Ibid.
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facilitoting external dominoticn is only ome
zspect of the coloninl ~nd post-colonial state;
rmother ~gpect is based on the requirements »f

the internally dominont closs forces, mostly
consistently represcentoed by the bourgeosic. The
state thus serve to crete a basis for the
exnansion of both dcmestic, ~nd forcign bourgeosie,
and in this process generntes conditions which
facilitate the exploitntion of the working closs

snd peasantry.

Ve alsc observed that the state in Scokoto
is o state of the bourgeosiec,and it serves this
class as o form of clnss organisation, just like
othicr formal organiscticns serve the working
clnss ~nd their intercsts. The state therefore
is 2qu2lly 2 class orgapisation of the bourgeosie.
In rclation to class struggle, we argue that the
st~te functions as £ nechomism which is weed by
the bourgeosie to reprens the werking class
orgnisntions. Tt further controls smd regulate
their cetivities to ensure the deminmnce of
bourzeois class interest in the sccicty. The role
of repression by thc state however nssumes violent
forms whenpever neccss ry. From the struggle and
oppesition of the working closs rrganisations
dirceted against the state, we observe that class

strugrle in our eontext is equolly s ovjective
reclitye.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

6.1 Swmary

This study of class form»tion in Sokoto
town is 'm attempt to demonstrate the
relevonce of Marxist clnss ocnalysis in a
remote urbon setting in Africa. Its point of
dep~rture is 2 critique of the ceritics of such
2 method «f analysis. It is often cloimed by
these critics that the Maxist methed is
irrelevont because it was developed on the
basis ¢f the advanced class rclations of
metropolitan cepitalism. In Africa, it is
nrgued, classes do not exist or 2rc of little
significance in comparison with othur divisions
such 2s based on ethnicity, regionnl ~nd
rcligious differences, age groups, urban -
rurcl divisions etc. Yo ~ttempt here is made
to evalunte the relative significonee of class

divisions,

Our mrin purposc has rather bzen to explore
how successive stages in the integrotion of
Sokoto into the world capitalist economy hove
served to transform loc”l society on class

lines ~lsc monifesting thomsclves at the level

192
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of clzss orgonisations nnd the clrss nature

of the st te. We alsc find that sceinl

diff srentintion in the pre-coloninl period has
influcnccd the process of coloninl md post-
coloni 1 clrss formation, espeeially nt the level
of the ruling class, where feudal social relations
continue te be important in propping up the

ower ui the neo-colonial bourgeosic,
L ]

our nethod has been to first swurvey the
developnent of the econony fron the origin of the
city, cnphnsing the rapid tronsformntion taking
ploce sincc the late coloni~l pericd nnd the
inpact of the petroleum economy in ptrticular.
On the b-sis of such account of the structure
of economic =2ctivity in the town we then
procecdcd to identify the varicus class categories
which con be "deducted"” from such o structure.
7o illustrate how some of these clnss categories
can be seen to have concrete orgonisational form,
we then went on to present sonc crgnnisations in
gokotn which have been ostablished tc represent
sections ~f workers, professionals, snd business
intorcsts. Ve finally discusscd the state it-
self n~ad how it ¢an be secn =8 o clnss orginisa~-
tion of the bourgeosie, in promoting the interests

of thnt class, whether foreign or local.
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Tn this concluding chopter we ghall
fipst surmarise the empirienl argunent 2nd then
conclude by spelling out some theorctical and

politicnal implicntions,

pro-colonial Sokotc hnd primarily an
agrarion hose, However, therc were highly
developcd crafts industries snd long-distance
troading, both with other parts of Jest Africa
ond ceross the sahara, Sckoto's position as
the capitol eity of the caliphate cnsured
porticulor importance for the feudal bureaucratic
snd nilitary classes. Thore was therefore also
o significant appropriation of surplus from the
surrounding peasant communitics, resulting in
the coneentration of wenlth ~nd property in the
nanés of the feadalists as well =s in the hands

of the merchant class.

The islamic foundation of the formation of
the caliphate, nlso ensured 2 prouiinent place
for isl-mic scholars, tenchers nnd students in
the elzes structure of pre-colonizl Sckoto.
glave lobour was widely used, both on foudal
estotes nnd by merchants nnd craftsmen. There
were ~lso cullective forms of nppropri~tion of
1~bour by the feudalists from the pcas-ntry.

gome of the crafts industrics were orgonised on
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a cocperative basis.

gurplue was appropriated through slnve
1cbour, the exaction of colleetive lobour and
taxes fron the peasants and through commerce.
The prlitical economy of sSckoto reflected
strong intcrcennections, between agriculturec,
manufacture "md commerce, £och sector provided
othor scechburs with the basis ond rosources for
continued development. It was o sclf-gencrating

-nd sclf-sustaining socio-cconomic cystenm.

The process of peripheralization of Sokobo's
econciy come about as a result of the conquest
of Sckoto by the British ccloninlists. The long
dist mcc trade was disrupted, Intern~l ond
oxtern vl trode were now reshopad to follow the
dircetion wmd pattern set by Ruropesn commercial
fires. In mn2nufzcturc, local industrial activity
espcci~lly iron smelting wos curt~iled through
direct cclonial state intervention. liore
importantly, competition fron coloni~l goods

wderninzd the bnsis of loenl crafts production,

mhe moin areas of crafts production were in
snithing temning, weod crrving, pettery and weaving.
Black-sithing wee nost stratepic boe~usc of its

siznific-nec in the provision of wenpons and

agriculturnl tocls. leather goods, textiles,
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grrins, slxves and kolanubs werc rajor items
jn tho trade with the outside nrevs. The bulk
of the rural trade consisted of agricultural
products, wooden manufactures, netal (iron)

goods ~r¢ industrial raw n~tericls,

Mese ccetivities wore undernined by the
colcni-l economy, and ncw processcs set in,
esnceinlly the growth in tho axport of cotton
apd roundnuts, which bocawme a dominmmt feature
of the coloninl ecenomy. TLobour wos diverted
into ne¢w forms of econmomic ~ctivivty, for example,
the cunstruction of reads; the cmergence of
coloricl firms trading in hides ord skins, ond
the neration of slave trade were othecyr immortant
chonzes, IG wns a procass of pre-coloninl
econcnic disintegration and the exp-msion of

thc colonil ceomonye.

The inposition of coloni~l txes ~nd the
introdnction of British currcney «ccclorated the
colonicsl incorporation of Sokoto. The periphera-
lization of Gokoto's politic-l econony was
achieved through subverting the nutenony cf the
indigeneous cconomy. Sckoto boc.ne integrated
into the cnerging capitalist system, of which

ccloninlism wns the precusor.
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Sone sections of the popultion »enefited
from the new form of cecloninl trade thnt was
introduced, These were the irdigercous perchonts
nd their agents - who aetod s middlemen
between the loecal producers arnd outsidce traders,
ineludiny the colonial mercemtile firms, Sokoto
becne pnrt of a larger globnl preccess, The
c~loninl st te embarked cn . serius of activities

which nmeneroted new forms of socinl rcloations.

The cclonial administration gencrated /f(
‘white collar' workers, clerks, interpreters,
and Toachers. WVigerians from the southern
port ¢f ©he country particulorly the Yorubas and
the Ibos, meved into the town in senrch of
enploynent 'nd commercizl opportunitics. The
Tbos e~n:. mostly in associ~ticn wvith the new
coleninl troding firms, Sckoto thus remained
2 gi-mificnt provincinl hendgucorters, although
its politic~l status hvd declined with the
undcrnining of the politienl ~uthority of the

ccliphite.

Mic state operated in the interest of
coloni.l merchant capital. Rur~l produccrs were
tronsfnrmed into colonial eash crom producers
end the presence of a wage enming ~gricultural

prolctarint began to manifest itself. In the



198

late ccloni:l period, the state itsclfi cmerged

ng 2 major accumulator of surplus frinm this

csh crep cecnomy throush the establishnent of
the »arkoting Boards. The incrcnse in produce
~dvonecs increased opportunitics in troding,
ceraft pirodueiion, and production of fcud items
for the n-rret, The 2llocatior cf produce
buyins licounses became 'n impertant source of
bour;secuis clnss formation. The corstruction of
rends ws stepped up to faeilit-te the evacuaticn

of tha cosh crops.

In the ecntemporary scenc, since the
crergence of petroleum, <okoto s witnessed an
unprecedentad growth espeeizlly in the nuhlie
sceter. The administrative functicon <f the
towm 2as 2 stnte eapital h-g <l1lsc reinforcad such
public sector expansion which agnin hs 21lowed
fer ponid crpwmsicon in commerce., The ovpansion
in educ~ticn has been particul-rly inportent,
There h's bevn 2 sharp increease in the nunmber
of primary schocls, second ry schocl, Menchers
Troining ZJolleges, Secience, Commercinl ond
wechnicrl schools etc., Other institutions like
the cellege of education, Fokoto State College
of Arts ~nd 3cience in the town "ro recent
developnients in this ficld. The University of

Sokoto waos established in 1975,
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The expansion of the econcihy based on the
flow of the oil revenue crented conditions
which gave Sokoto a sophisticatisn comparable
to cther urban areas like Kano and Kaduna,
gekoto however remained 1l rsely en administrativea
and schclarship town. Modern manufacture remains
limited., Industrial estrblishments include the
cement conpiny and the Sokoto Tonnery (SOKOTAN)
which processed local leather, Others are
Sckoto Furriture factory, ond Sockotec Softs drinks
factorye. 3mnll scale mapufacturing industries,
however floUWrish. They include bakerics,
block naking, wood-making, garpents cte. Much
snnll scale irdustry and crafts con draw on a
tradition of crafts manship going back to the

pre-colonial cconomy.

-

The state gives credit to somé smnll scale
industrinalists. It 2lso enters into partnership
with foreien and private companies te set-up
manufacturing industries. The state is also
involved in providing infrastructural facilities
for trading ~ctivities. The current economic
crisis has led to a sharp decline in econcomic
activity, especially as 2 result of the fall in
goverrnent revenue. The private sector is

facing problens of under productione Mhere hesg
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been nassive retrenchment both in privote and the
public scetor, This eccononic situntion wes
aggravatzd by inflation in combinition with

wage frecze ond salary cuts,.

Within the certext ¢f this historically
determined politieal econsmy, we went cn to
identify the major classes, starting with the
bourgeosic 48 2 small elnss cong$ituted by the
ovners of large scale manufacturing industries,
large agricultural astates, and cxtensive
commereial cnterprises, The bourgeosic is
equally mude up of major transport owncrs.
Owners of building and construction companies,
and big rented property. Conpmmy noanngers top
stote officinls including toup amy ~nd police
cfficers 'nd senior judges alsc £oll within this

category. The top feudal aristocerats inclusive.

The public sector petit bourgecsic is

- .-

constituted by middle lavel cadrss in the state
sectcr, including the amy, pelice and those in
health scrvices like doctors, nursas, journalists,
and tenchers, including students in seocendary

and post sccondary institutions. ™This class is
distin;uishad by the rele it plays between the
produccere of wealth in society =nd thore who

actually own or control the wealth, This classg



is concentrated in the administrative ond
nanogerial sarvices including professional

not iVity-

We alsc identified the commercinal petty
bourgeosic, which in Sokoto ccnsisted of small
businessmen, traders, craftsmen, small manufactur:rs,
and econtractors; owners of small rented property,
transoort business on A lower scale, construction
equipnent, ~nd the urban dbased smrll commercial
famicrs, The commercial petit bourgeosic equally
pzrfom intermediary functions in the political

econony, between the mass of working p:ople and

the bourgeois ruling class.

The bulk of the Sokoto wcrking;glass is

found in the public service sector, includiny
junior clerks, messengers, drivers, gardners,
mechanics ond guards. The industrial working
class is s 2]l but the commarcianl scetor also
enploys wnge labour on beth temporary ond

pernonent bnsis.

At the urban fringe of Sokoto we find

peasants @8 well as farn labourers. There is also

e e e

o substantisl prumber of 'absentce! farmers in
sokoto, ns well as state agricultural enterprises
which recruit labour from within the town itself.

guch farm l-2bourers are paid on 2 casual basis,
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The lumpen proletarict is taken as a

tresidual' category in our snalysis; it exists
on the extrere mapgin of secicty, mostly in the
commercicl and petty manufacturing sectors, It
includes cart pushers, water carriers, loaders
and unloaders cf vehicles, domcstic scervants,
petty traders, beggars, destitutes and landless
peaxsants, The development of loarge public and
private agricultural developnent schermes in the
state hec led to ap incrcase in this urban pool

of "free" lnbeurers whe have lost their loand,

We wert on te analyse how tiie voarious clnsses
nanifest thenselves at the orgoniasntional level,
ircludinz th¢ formation cf orzwnmisations #ith a
distinct cl ss oriertation. Along this line we

xzuined trade unions, and the nature of their
relaticns to the state and the organisations of
the doninant class, the bourgeosie, A4nmong
orgamisations reviewed we hove the WIC as
central teo working class political activities.
The trade unions examined include the migerian
civil scrvice technical werk rs union, road
Transport Workers Union, mion of Henlth Service
Workers, The Wigerian Union of Jcachers, and

Radio Telcvision and Theatre Workers 'mion,

Mnrket Tinders Organisations, Guilds and
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crafts assceiations, were token to represent the
orecrnisation, of the commerci-l pctit bourgeosie.
W noticed th-ot they are less organised and that
they opernte in a less feornal, and 1l¢ss permanent
panner; with the formation of '‘fronts' as the
most ru--occuring featurc of the cormercinl petit
bourgeosie, Our argument was thot given the
objzctive conditions within which most commercial
busincsses operate and the fact that such businesnes
are vasicnlly competitive - the comercinl petit
bourgensic is less likely to orgonise themselves
collectively. Wor does thure exist an apporent

class enenmy vwhich to confront,

Ve noticed that on the whele that the
ccrmercinl petit bourgeosic is orginiscd around
specific trade activities like the =2s.cciation
of butchers, sellers of food stuff,-nd kolanuts;
dealers in electronics equipuent snd sellers of
aucticned materials. 7Trode and crafts
organisctions or associations were formed on a
tenpornry basis around pottery croft, dyeirg,
tanning, ard shoe-making. A higher lcvel of
formal orcanisation is found with the pro-
fessional ~sscciations, mostly petit bourgeois in
orientation. These asscci~tions include the

Vigeri-n Bar Association, the Nigerian Society
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Engincers, the ™igerian Institute of Architects
and the Migerinn Institute of Bankers. They
seck C¢ protect the interests of the procfessional
ficlds which they reprcsent, They s<e¢ their
cbjective r le as that eof facilitating the
operntions of their areas c¢f specializetion in

closc allicnce with the industry or establishment.

As exoauples of crganisations of the bourgeosie
we discussed the chamber's of cecmmcrce ard nanu-
facturzrs Associations. Mere inportontly, the
stote itself was discussed @3 2 class organisation
of the hcurseosie in 2 sep~rate chopter. We
followed its development from the prc-cnlonial
period when it was based cn the nced for the
deminint closs of feudalists to legitimise the
then existing node of propurty relations which
were rooted in a feudal o2grarian mode of produc-

tion.

The state in the coloninl situation was
adnptcd tc mcet the dem-nds of subordinating the
pre-colonisl capitalist scecinl fermatior of
Sckote and entrench the doninonce of the ruling
clnass vinich was then ernstitutced by both the
feudrlists, and the coloninlists. Pre-colonial
stote structures were adapted to the needs of the

colori~l state,
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The state in the contemporary scenc is
strongly involved in the process of clnss
form:tior. It transforms the pre-existing social
relntions, #nd promotes capit2list accumulation
and e¢loss fornotion. We agreed with Beckman's
exploanation that the contemporary state is an
orgnn of both the demestic and the international

bourgeosie,

As o class orgenisation of the bourgeosie,
the state sceks to maintain control cover the
subordinated clasgses of thc sceicty. We observed
that most of the politicnl agiteticn of the
working class -apd pebit bourgiois orgonisations werc
dirccted ngainst the state. We saw how the state
attempts to repress oppositicn from such organisa-

tions.

The c¢liss politics of the bourgeosie is
reflected in the manner through which it sceks
to advonec itself in the context of capitalist
developnent, The working cl2ss respond in a way
thot wounld cnsure its own survivol. Tt attempts
to cxtraect concessions fren the bourgecosic. Class
pclarisetion ultimately pushes the petit bourgeosie
to line up with either of thée two opposing classes.
gomc sections identify with the working class

strusgle -nd take on a radical political
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oricntation, Others alligned with the bourgcosie

and the stete.

6.2 Theoretical and Peliticol Implicaticns

me ccnclude, let us touch ¢n sore cof the
theorectizanl ond pelitical implications of our
study of class formation in Sckete. Wirst,
there Arc scnc issues relatins to the marxist
appr: ~ch te the theory of svecinl classes in
aAfricz, 1uch of the debate so far h~d concen-
trotud on the issue of whethor or not closses
do exist in iffrica. From 2 thourgeois' perspective
they do note It is even clrimed that the concept
of 'elass! is not applicoble in Africz, This

position is maintained by schelars like Maréennine

Tre elnssical Marxist position is of course
th-t classes exist in all sccictiss beyond the
prinitive communcl epoch. From 2 Marxist
perspeetive the existence of classes in Africa
¢an bec estoblished through the concrete study of
Africats histrrienl reality post ond present.
Marxist analysis has been successfully opplied to
sccicties with strong pre-copitnlist elemcnts by
clossicnl writers like Tenin amd Mfoe The same
can be dome for pfriea. As social rescorchers it

is impovtant for us to de-cmphasize fruitless

- - -
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theercticnl debntes and denonstrate in concrete

wzy the relevance of class ~nolysis.

Morx did net cffer » formel definition of
the concapt of class, but cither schol-rs like
Lenin mc¢ <hivii, as well as soC Nigerian
intellectuols like Eskor Toyo, hnve ~ttempted
uscful definitions. Morxist scholars insist that
¢l sscs must clways bée studid in their speeific
historicol context. It is thus not 2 question of
the blonket opplication of unhistoricnl ctegories.
The M rxist onalysis of sceinl class is alwnys
linked t The study cof developument of the

politicnl ccornomy of an area over a pericd of time,

OCur study has emphasized the local context
of cless formation. If should be emphnsized that
trose loexl classes function in the wider context
of the world capitalist cecencuy. The ruling
clnsgor thnt hnve emerged out of this fom of
peripheral eapitalist econony function to serve
imperislizt interests. They raninulate the state
to ontrench their interests and in the interest cf
their inoerinlist allies. The working clnsses
that cupose the bourgeosic thzrefore alsc stands
in oppasition tc iwmperialism. In their struggle
they do not only seek th¢ defeat ¢f the domestic



bourgecosie 2loné, but nlsoc the defcat of

inpericlisne

In our tempt to investigite the pclitical
dimension of social classes, we denonstrated how
closses arc organised for struggle thecugh various
cless orgnnisntions including the state., Social
classes in Bckotc do not only exist, they manifest
thenselves nore clearly through the structures

they formed to protect class interests.

Finclly we conclude, thot given the
objcetive situation of comstant conflicet and
struzgle between the oppress.rs and thoe oppressed
withir Africa, the role of the intellecctucl could
not be that of 2 pneutr2l and so called cbjective
rescorcher. The class base ¢f the intellectual

renain central to his role in the class struggle.

The problems encountered in this study are
2sgecicted with the complexity of the methodolo-
gical approaches to the study of class within the
soci:l eciences. The choice of methed is not
only 2 sciurtific decision bub alsc a pelitical

0onc,.
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