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II- A Western State Library Service (Prepared by the 
Institute of Librarianship, University of Ibadan) 

Library service in any real sense can hardly be said to 

exist in the Western State of Nigeria outside the universities and 

these, of course, cater to a very limited clientele. There is a 

Western State Library in Ibadan administered by the Ministry of 

Education which attempts a very rudimentary public library service 

and does a certain amount of work for schools in the area. The 

achievements of this centre in view of its extremely small staff 

and inadequate funds are quite commendable, but it does not possess 

the resources to implement even modest objectives. 

It will be seen from the brief review of library activity 

in West Africa, 1961-65 (Appendix I), that the Western State ser­

vices are far behind other countries in West Africa and other areas 

in Nigeria. 

The objectives of a State Library Service is to serve all 

citizens by the provision of materials, books, periodicals, records, 

films, etc., for information, education and recreation. It serves 

the new literates and enables thera to continue the reading habit 

after leaving school and on a somewhat higher level it provides 

materials for those who are engaged in securing additional quali­

fications when their formal education is over. It provides spe­

cial materials for children, for the blind, for hospital patients, 
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