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ABSTRACT 

Well cons t ruc t ed t e s t i t ems for the purpose of t e s t i n g 

mathematics achievement i s a n e s s e n t i a l requirement fo r t h e 

unders tanding of the sub jec t and i t s subsequent a p p l i c a t i o n 

to classroom s i t u a t i o n s . However, the main o b j e c t i v e o f t h i s 

s tudy was to c o n s t r u c t and v a l i d a t e t e s t s on pr imary t h r e e 

mathematics curr iculum. 

I n o rder t o accomplish t h i s o b j e c t i v e , t h r e e s e t s o f 

p a r a l l e l t e s t s were c o n s t r u c t e d and admin i s t e red to 363 c l a s s 

t h r e e p u p i l s fo r t h e f i r s t t r y - o u t . I t was o n t h i s b a s i s item 

a n a l y s i s was conducted and consequent ly r e s u l t e d in coming up 

wi th two s e t s o f p a r a l l e l t e s t s which were f i n a l l y admin i s t e red 

to 772 c l a s s t h r e e p u p i l s in 20 primary schoo l s randomly 

s e l e c t e d in Za r i a Local Government Area of K a d u n t a s ta te . An 

e v a l u a t i o n model was developed fo r a s s e s s i n g achievement in 

primary t h r e e mathematics which was used to c o n s t r u c t the t e s t 

i t e m s . 

The s tudy r evea led t ha t the mean performance of urban 

schools i s h igher than t h e mean performance o f r u r a l schools 

in each t e s t . The r e s u l t of t h e f ind ing a l s o showed t h a t 

the mean performances of boys and g i r l s were r e l a t i v e l y t h e 

same i n t e s t i n a l l the t e s t s . 

The r e l i a b i l i t y c o e f f i c i e n t s fo r a l l the v a r i a b l e s i n the 

s tudy were s i g n i f i c a n t a t 0 . 0 5 l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e . At the 

same time the v a l i d i t y c o e f f i c i e n t fo r t e s t I and t e s t I I were 

found to be .88 and .86 r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

v i i 
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