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ABSTRACT 

The entire world is today fast shrinking into global village, as witnessed by 

various forms of growing interdependence and mutual co-operations amongst 

Countries irrespective of their political, economic and social differences. 

The formation of Multi politico-economic grouping across the Globe, of 

which the economic community West Africa States (ECOWAS) in the West African 

Sub-region is one, vindicates the aforementioned assertion. Thus, a review of 

ECOWAS activity in promoting sub-regional unity and co-operation becomes 

imperatives. It is widely believed that ECOWAS has not achieved much progress in 

this regard, as manifested by frequent crisis in the sub-region and the inability to 

effectively contain the situation as well as attain real progress and total economic co-

operation in the region. 

This project is out to examine the above. Thus, it is categorised into five 

chapters, viz: Chapter one provides an overview of integration effort across the 

Globe vis-a-vis ECOWAS, with key emphasis on the review of some theoretical 

postulations on integration . Chapter two reviews some literatures on integration 

effort before and after the formation of ECOWAS in the sub-region; While chapter 

three focuses on the inter-regional relationship that subsist among some key players 

in the West African sub-region and areas of disagreement that often lead to conflict. 

Chapter four attempts to review the mechanism adopted by ECOWAS in conflict 

resolution. Here reviewed is made on the circumstances that led to the establishment 

of Economic Community of West African Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) and the 

Peace Accords formulated to manage some crises that occured in the sub-region. 

Finally, chapter five dwells on the summary of our findings, recommendations and 

conclusion. 

ECOWAS is no doubt a pivotal machinery upon which the history of West 

African diplomatic relationship moves. 

v 































































































about 73.8 percent of total GDP for the sub-region (see table 2.1). Apart from oil it is 

endowed with enormous mineral resources, which as table 2.4. shows, it is 

indisputable the most endowed nation in the sub-region. It has also used oil money to 

diversify its industrial base especially in the Capital Good sector, Steel, Aluminum, 

Cement, Petrochemical, and a host of others. It has also relatively witness significant 

progress in its import substituting industries through manufacturing domestically, 

wide range of consumer goods, some of which even find themselves via smuggling to 

most parts of West African sub-region. Thus in view of its population, size and 

wealth, Nigeria is certainly in possession of key variables that make a country key to 

regional integration. No doubt, it is the only country in the sub-region that could be 

classified as belonging to the League of Middle Powers which Akinyemi has tried to 

promote while in office as Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nigeria. 

Nigeria is therefore undoubtedly a core member within the organisation. It is 

therefore no wonder that Nigeria's diplomacy since the formation of ECOWAS was 

largely backed by its oil revenue.14 

This unique position of Nigeria even among the richer third world nations and 

African countrieskas made it prone to suspicion especially in the way in which it may 

deploy its resources to subject other member states either politically or economically. 

Nigeria has fortunately employed its economic might in relation to the member states 

only in few instance, notably against Ghana when Fit. Lieutenant Rawlings overthrew 

the democratic government of Hilla Liman in his second- bid to power. The then 

government of Alhaji Shehu Shagari imposed oil sanctions on Ghana that almost 
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