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ABSTRACT 

The p r i n t media has been s t u d i e d as one of t h e 

s t a t e ' s i d e o l o g i c a l a p p a r a t u s e s which s u s t a i n s a n 

e x i s t i n g s t a t u s quo . The mass m e d i a ' s pe r fo rmance 

i s conce ived w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e c l a s s i n t e r e s t 

i t r e p r e s e n t s . I n o t h e r words, s t r a t i f y i n g t h e 

media l i k e o t h e r s o c i a l g roups i n t h e s o c i e t y 

i n d i c a t e s a n i n h e r e n t a s s o c i a t i o n wi th t h e s t a t e 

and the r u l i n g c l a s s whose i d e o l o g i c a l p r e f e r e n c e s 

i t g e n e r a l l y s h a r e s . The Dai ly Times. New N i g e r i a n . 

N a t i o n a l Concord and N i g e r i a n Tr ibune examined h e r e 

e s t a b l i s h t h a t w h i l e i t may b e argued t h a t t h e s e 

newspapers do not n e c e s s a r i l y c laim to s h a r e s i m i l a r 

p u r p o s e s wi th t h e r u l i n g c l a s s , t h e d i f f e r e n c e s 

between the p a p e r s on t h e one hand, and between 

them and t h e government on t h e o t h e r a r e r e f l e c t i o n s 

o f i n t r a - c l a s s c o n f l i c t s . The c o n t e s t s d a t e back 

to c o l o n i a l N i g e r i a wi th the r i s e of some newspapers to 

advance t h e socio-economi c and p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t s 

o f t h e i m p e r i a l i s t s . 

I n o r d e r t o a s c e r t a i n t h e p r o p o s i t i o n t h a t t h e 

N i g e r i a n p r i n t media o p e r a t e s unde r t h e i d e o l o g i c a l 

d i r e c t i o n of t h e s t a t e , we t r y to s e e how t h e 

newspapers r e a c t t o t h r e e n a t i o n a l i s s u e s ; t h e 

Green Revolut ion Programme and i n d u s t r i a l a c t i o n s 



of the second c iv i l ian government and the an t i -

Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) pro tes t s of 

the incumbent administration. The i s sue of press 

freedom is also addressed in order to consolidate 

the assumption that the freedom of the press is no 

barr ier to the cooperative relationship between 

the Government and the pr in t media. The uni ty of 

state/media aspirat ions, no doubt, is par t ly an 

a t t r i bu te of r e s t r i c t ed press freedom. S t i l l , 

while a free press may resu l t in increased i n t r a -

class disagreements, i t is shown that th i s would 

not real ly mean a departure from the noted 

ideological course of the newspapers. This is 

essent ia l ly because class a f f i l i a t i ons and the 

entrenched system of production i n s t i l what we 

perceive as a 'na tura l 1 homogeneity between the 

pr in t media and the ruling c lass . 
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they crop up. 'lb t h i s ef fec t , i t out].aid the 

fabr icat ion of an enabling decree in 1970 to back up 

the outlawed Nowbreed. And in 1987, having done 

same to the Newswatch, the p resen t m i l i t a r y Government 

l ikewiso , promul fa ted, l i v e days l a t e r , a backing up 

decree to l e g i t i m i z e the s i x month p r o s c r i p t i o n 

order . About those, a respondent remarked; 

Adhoc decrees . . . erode not 
only the power of the p re s s , 
but the power of a self-
governing people. I t c a s t s 
the government in the ro l e 
of the accuser, the prosecu tor 
and the judge. 16 

The London-based Guardian also primly condemned 

Decree No. k in p i thy terms; 

Th o pres s h a s rosi gn ed i t s el f 
to the pronouncements of pub l ic 
men and the government is p re ­
occupied with inces tuous 
monologues with i t s e l f . And 
out of t h i s , what s tands out 
i s the impoverishment o f the 
s t a t e i t s e l f , and the s t i l l i n g o f 
the very process by which the 
nat ion regenera tes i t s e l f. 17 

The Guardian was sounding no alarm if it found 

Decree No. k not b e f i t t i n g to a p o t e n t i a l free p re s s 

Ln Nigeria . I t s producers f e l t o therwise; tha t the 

Decree should serve to i n s t i l some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

in j o u r n a l i s t s . Thus, defending i t s ' n e c e s s i t y 1 i n 
















































































