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ABSTRACT

The print media has been studied as one of the
state's ideological apparatuses which sustains an

existing status quo. The mass media's performance

Is conceived within the context of the class interest
it represents. In other words, stratifying the
media |ike other social groups in the society
indicates an inherent association with the state

and the ruling class whose ideological preferences

it generally shares. The Daily Times. New Nigerian.

National Concord and Nigerian Tribune examined here

establish that while it may be argued that these
newspapers do not necessarily claim to share similar
purposes with the ruling class, the differences
between the papers on the one hand, and between

them and the government on the other are reflections
of intra-class conflicts. The contests date back

to colonial Nigeriawith the rise of some newspapers to
advance the socio-economi ¢ and political interests

of the imperialists.

In order to ascertain the proposition that the
Nigerian print media operates under the ideological
direction of the state, we try to see how the
newspapers react to three national issues; the

Green Revolution Programme and industrial actions



of the second civilian government and the anti-
Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) protests of
the incumbent administration. The issue of press
freedom is also addressed in order to consolidate
the assumption that the freedom of the press is no
barrier to the cooperative relationship between
the Government and the print media. The unity of
state/media aspirations, no doubt, is partly an
attribute of restricted press freedom. Still,
while a free press may result in increased intra-
class disagreements, it is shown that this would
not really mean a departure from the noted
ideological course of the newspapers. This is
essentially because class affiliations and the
entrenched system of production instil what we
perceive as a 'natural’ homogeneity between the
print media and the ruling class.
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CHAPTER 1

INTR IUCTION

1o NATURE OF THE P RO R M

It has become necessary to examine the role of
the mass medig and its contribution to the process
of development in the Third World in genergl, and
Nligewia in particular. The necesrdty stems from
its vital rcle as conveyor of infomation between
the rulers gnd the people, Just as it passes down
informgtion from top, from the rulers to the base,
the ruled s0 should it, in like manner, trgnsmit
knowl edge from the pecple to the governing group,
Thereby, d¢iffuging domlnant and potentigl
development efforts, 1n which members of that
socli ety recognise thelr contributions towards
nationnl development, and get geared for greater
participation in developmental processes. The
usage of the mediag as a meaningivl instrunent of
growth resides in the existing socloweconomic well-
belng of a given society, Hence, the present level
of development in the Third Vorld which cen barely
be described as impreasive 1s reascnabtly attributive

To the ideas and knewledpge conveye
to what funclion the mages media serves in 1t./ The
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'‘message' of the medium thus, has gppropriately
b een termed, the 'idea' which brings forth some
form of consciousness or mode of thought that gradually

directs a society's way of 1ife.,?

The mass media, in thiglifltis suitably defined
as a part of the 'ideclogical state apparatuaee',a
giving ite place as one essential means through
which the state educates 1‘@?3?%1?333?@3331 Gerelopment
fuarantees the maintenance of the status quo. The
coercive nature of the state 1s ensured by two
apparatuses; that of repression, evident in such
public forces as the ammy, the police, the courts,
the prisons and the administration; agnd the
'ideological' apparatus, adopting pAlthusser's temm,
The 1decloglcal comprises, among others, law, trade
unions, the political system of parties, the megang

of communication, etc. The ideocloglcel apparatus

is invaluable to the state because, conceded

Mattel art and Siegel aub,

Beyond the institution of

di rect force, the state
requires organised consensus,
The state cannot merely be
content with carrying out
repression; it must asrsume g
function of "mediation' to

use Gramsci's term, This
function of mediation installs
the state as educator and
fuarantor of organised consensus,
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This function Althusser

desl gnated as 1decloglcal

state spparatus and which

the Italian theoretician

grouped together within the

concept of civil society.3

A mass medium cannot be an equgl representatlve

of two varying ideologies, Where it sedks to
mgintain o system, it cannot, at the same time,
effectively defend what rebels against it. It is
in thie 1ipght this work aims at examining the
print media in Nigeria as an 1deocloglical state
machinery which serves almost always, the interests
of the state. This study involves guthenticating our
perception of the print media's interest as 1dentical
to those of the ruling class. When we spesk of the
'intereste of the state', we refer gimply to those
of the ruling clase, They are indivisible given
the state's provision of the 1declogical and
physical requirements of system stgbilisation, As
an inveterate tool of system maintenagnce, the state
obligatorily nurtures and imparts the ruling
ideology. 1t :Lézgnly way to effectively sustgin the
political conditions needed to reproduce estgblished
rel ations of production, The ruling ideclogy in
this instance refers to the ideas, beliefs and
practigses designed to munify the regeneration of

the capitalist or 'mixed economy' mode of production.
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However, the print media's perpetuation of the
purposes of the state by no means implies a
consciougs intent on its part to do so, The reasons
and the ways through which the Nigerian print media
congociates with the ruling class provide the goal

of this research,

HELHQDL OF SLIRL _ANL _Adaddils

The dally newspapers are the point of focus in
this analysis, The existence of private-owned
newspaperec in Nigeris has not allowed for
ostengibl e projection of 1deas contrary to those
majorly espoused by the state, as perhaps, it would
be expected of them, For some explicable reasons,
the private and government-owned (state/public)
newspapers, amidst divergent quests, are ungble to
deviate, deliberately or otherwvise, from echoing
the wlshes and aspirations of the dominagnt cl ass.
It is therefore, of fundamental interest to this
survey to offer possible explanations to how and why
these popers exhibit a hegemonial posture with the
prevailing ideology in the country, Isolating
the print media for study arises from its greater
allowance for an analyels of class interest. The
entertainment objective, and more importantly,

government's monopoly of the electronic medig
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entrenched in the nation's constitution tends to
leave a non-opague resolution to the question of

whose interest 1s belng served.

This research basically revolves around four

dally newspapers; The Dally Times (DI's), the New

Nigerign (NN), the Nigerian Tribune (NT), and the
Nationgl Concord (NC). Thelr analyslis spans ten

Years and encompasses three regimes: Shagari's
civilian administration - from 1979-1983, Puhari's
military regime, 19841985 and the present
Babangida's military government which began in 1985,
Where exi gent however, a couple of other dally
newspepers would be randomly picked and sampled to
help validate some assumptions that may be volunteered
heres, The criteria for choice of newspapers is
primarily based on two factors; period of existence
and circulatory power, The Dglly Timeg and the

New Nigeri on newepapers are the oldest existing
rovernmenlt newspnapers, Besldes, they dlsplay what
looks likes greater inclination to g nationalist
outlook being owned by the Federal Government, While
the New Niferian is hundred percent Federal-
Covernment funded, the Federal CGovernment hags the
largest shares in the Daily Times Group, The
Nipgerian Tryibune has been selected for not only
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being the oldest existing private newspaper, but
aloo because 1t claims (ed) to represent the
socialist ideology. By way of juxtgposing it with
the others, the legitimacy of the Tribune's claim
would be scught, pmnong other private newspapers,
the Nagtiongl Concord runs second to the Pupnch in
period of existence, Rt we figured the Concord
possesses a greater circul atory power., The
accessi bility of a newspaper to a larger number of
the populace is a good judge to its place in
national development, Clrculatory capacity,

therefore, cannot be omitted.

The papers would be sampled through ga
descriptive content analysis. By this, 211
rel evanl contexts to the various issues belng
exsmined would be given interpretations subject to
our perception agnd comprehension while mgking a
comparative study of the papers. Five other
chapters are Included here. Chapter two glves a
back ground to the genesis of the print medig and
the Nirerian newspapers, with emphaslis on the
experimental papers., This undertakes an assessment
of their mgiden editions or perhaps, anniversary
edition=s that clearly spell out again their set
objectives, The period chosen for analysis is
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expected to show the consistency with which such
goals have been pursued, Chapters three and four
look into two national programmes and one national
issue, While Chapter three explores the Green
Révolution Programme and the issue of strikes in
the second civilian administrgtion, the fourth
chapter undertgdies a study of the military regimes;
the stance of the papers generally and, in particular,
on the ,mnti-SAP violent protests of May 1989,
Contextual samples are strictly to be derived from
the parers' 'editorials,' 'opinions' or 'commentary’
columns, These columns, we believe, best reveal
the popers' own candid impression gbout events.
They benr no by-lines, thus, pointing out that
they are representators of all who decide and
participate in what the papers churn out to the
public, By this, we have chosen to ignore, really,
the intricacies of who actually decides what these
columns report, For the purposes of this research
we are content to assume that these ' gnonymous'
columne reflect the values of the newspapers

proprietors,

The programmes and issue opted for proof have
been so chosen because of what appears like

implicit class differences in them, The Green
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Revelution carried glong with 1t mixed feelings

from the populace. It was a renowned iszsue of
debate in the Second Republic. While some described
it as an encouragement to both tig and small-scale
farmers, many percelved 1t gnother fruitless
inculcation of cgpltgl-intensive farming, meant to
enrich further g small clique of capitalist farmers
while dlccouraging and impoverishing peasant famers
who congatitute the larger segment of the Nigerian
population, The industrial actions of the second
civilian regime posed agnother popular feature of
that administration. 1ike all universal strike
actions, they generally, seemed to reflect c¢lass

dl fferences between the workers and the ruling cl ass.
The recent Structural Adjustment Programme,

commonly called SAP, has been the most flercely
propa¢nted economy recovery programme, 1t has
equally been the most violently reljected. We see
it nccenssary to assess the pepers' posltion on g
SAP which the pleonnere religiously seekc to consummate
and find exact criticlems ggalnat it 1ntoleragble
and duely punishgble,

Chapter five, which is a cort of prelude to
the g xth limpses over the universal

cooperative relationshlip between the government gnd
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the precs, often bringing about the clipping of
the freecdom of the press, With adductions from
the fifth chgpter, the sixth gnd last chapter
addresses the struggle of the Nigerian press to
free itself from Government's constirictions more
prenounced in the military regimes, We gdduce
here however, that whlle preses freedom gtill lacks
proper  definition and to a limited extent, hgs
consplidated Covernment/Press rel otionship, the
ptrugple 18 not o vigorous effort to unciub the
basic interest they share with the Covernment, which
really eariis them being called 'Idecloglical State
MApparatus', Some pcte and Decrees promulgated to
shatkle the print medig would be viewed, and
findings from the newspapers endow our deductions,
This chrpter olso comprises the conclusgion, It
sumg up n number of press follo in Nigperia

ingenerate in the print med g scheanagtism,



THE PHINT MELIA, IN A CAPITALIST SOCIETY: A

TUR RETICAL APPRAI SAL

It is generally accepted that g mode of
communication 1s conditioned by an existing mode
of production. TBmnphatic on the capitalist soclety,
some studies revealed the role of the media as one
in alliance with the processes geared towgrds the
reproductlon of the capitalist mode of production,
(Mattel art and Slegal gub, 1979) (Ipwning, 1984)
( Gardner, Medias Politicg and Cul ture) (Smith, 1980).
Explicit in these vorks is the mass media‘'s
function in both developed and developing societies
as a propagandist tool for Western culture,
deplcting too the needs of the ruling c¢lass in
such counlrles to conslntently Jjustify and legitimize
their rule, In developing countries, thic is
belleved to mystify 'a conscioushess of the real

problem of development and dependency...h

The Nigerian print media presents iteelf gs
one of the ruling class veritable ideclogical
mechanisms, instilling on the people its interests,
This 15 achieved in a number of ways as would be
pointed out later on here, Most glaring however,
is that majority of the newspapers have been found

to belong to members of the bourgeois ¢l ass, many
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of whom are affiliated to the ruling group. Yet,
some of such proprietors may conveniently be
lumped under the middle class which really does not
alter the situation of things very much, For it is
the proper definition of this middle class that has
historically proved cumbersome due to its growth
and alliance with the upper class or that also
identi fied as the'ruling class'.

John Ibwning's The Medig Machine argued for
instance, that the capitalist class, belng just ga
emall segment of the society and ungbtle to rule
alone needs class allies to secure their rule. The
petty-tourgeoisi e, among whom are journalists
provide the much needed alliance. Dowhing found
the medig therefore,

«es on integral part of the

development of the institutional

ideological complex of capitalist

rule - a part of the development

of the mling class in alliance

or struggle with other classes...5
Similarly, Marx and t™gels in the Gemman Ideology
described the media as an extension of the capitaglist
system. They conceived the 1dea of the ruling
class the 'ruling idea' at every given period,
giving Lthelr control and manipul ation of the

available material means of vaoduct.icun.6 Against
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this background, while acknowl edging the dearth
of researches devoted to gdequate analysis of

the collaboration of the indl genous bourgeoisle
with the imperi gllsts, Maltel art and Siegelaub

conceded to the existence of this glliance,

There are innumerable studies
that describe the invasion of
magazines, television serials,
advertising mecsages and other
culturnl merchandlase from the
U.8, in Third World countries,
Yet, in the literature on this
theme, there are very few

angl ysis which are capable of
explaining how imperi nlist
worka in connection with the
internzl bourgeoisie and the
local ruling classes which
serve as 1ts relay accomplice.?

Schiller asserted likewlse, that the
'communicption industries' be understood as fostering
the interest of the mling class, which in the

Western context, is the caritaglist c].ass.8 and

Hanis Magnus Mzengberger's The Conpciocusnesgg

Industry succintly proffered that the mind industry'a
main prenccupation 1s immersed in the sale of the
Texisling power' rather than its products. He
1illustrn ted Lhgt the press has always been
susceptible, one way or the other, to the influence
ol capil l',:ﬂ_.g These, viorsa, wdoubtedly, lidvetheir -

merit, Vor, the secondary place emphatically’ accorded
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mle of nrofit, of adverts in the news business
could be doubted, -« In Nigerla, for
example, the newspapers main business is debalable.
In fact, it could easily be assumed that prior to
their purposes is the generation of profit, though
circumstantial evidencds prove suchl sweeping
assumption erroneous, The issue of profit would
seem to anply primarily to the private newspapers
whoge pnlitical character often appears to be in
undesi rable competition with the economic requirements

of the paper.

Rafael Drinot Silva's contribution in

Communication gnd Class Struggle stressed the

prominent place of the advertising agencies as a
power within the media, essentinlly reproducing the
capitalist iderlopgy. Silver arpued that the bloom
of the industrial revolution and the subsequent
expansion of the madcet place involved the
newspaners in an economic process where producers
wore 1inted to the consumerg through advertiging.
Thus, relegating the nevs to a secondary position,
Because the rise of the press allowed for advertising,
and resul tantly, organised mgrket in the beginning
of the 19th century, it must not be forgotten that

the development of the market necessitated and
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advanced vthe need for the press. Silva observed

From then on, the mancet,
advertising and the media
developed together, with
the nature of advertising
and the communications
medla being determined by
their participation in the
capitalist economy. 10

What is inferrable is the idea of promoting
capitaliom through emphasis on prmofit accumul ation -
for the newspgpers. While it is no falsehood that
the media in developing societies, generally, are
subsbrvient to the caritalist ideology, it is also
stating Lhe obvious to say that in doing this, the
media is more accessible to some social strata in
tho socinty, Besides thelir owmership and control
by a privileged few, more often than not, it is
gnlely the literate persons who identify themsgel ves
with it, Nigeria is a case in point where the
majority of her populace are still not literate and
the increasing escalation in prices of newspapers
further diminishes the percentage of the 1learned

persons who read newspapers,

Government-ovnership of most newspapers in the
country does not seam to have made any meaningful

di fference in this gffair, Of gbout the thirty-five
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newgpapers published in the country as at 1987, the
Federal and state governments between them owned
about twenty-two of them and political conslderations
were the bagis for gppointment of chief executives

and editors of these palpers.11

The inavial abllity
of the newspapers to a majority of the citizenry
makeos sceptical having to describe the mass media
as the "naption's consci enca'.12 The inadequacies
of the Nipgerian Newspaper glves great

cause for concern as thel rgr-ezter_- pemissl veness to
views from the general public ought to lend
credence to thelr being the society's watch dog.
Government's total ownership of the electronic
mediag and to a very large extent, the print as
well, elucidates the argument that increasing
government contml innevitably anzounts to increase
in its pover to manipulate and contrml gll1 foms of
expressions held to pose a threat to the stabllity
of tha povernment and, of course, to 'national
interest', Thus, it is not only in societies like
Masla thal the print madl a severely under-represents
some secltion of the soci ety.lz’ Because the Nigerian
Newspaper principally speats for Lhe ruling class,
the ordinary citizen is usuglly no':z-’x-tpresented.

It is in this 1ight that the press has time

and again been accused of assisting the ropression
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of the dominated and exploited class. They mgke 1t
a success by the breeding of an ideology which
culminates in deeply relnforcing the dominaton of
one class by another and therefore, widening the
gap of inequality between property owners and the
dominated, This is a goal not in jeopardy even
where government newspapers patently criticlze, in
very strong tems, the government itself., Some
critlca of the capltaliast preass have been moved
there in, to suggest that the role of the press
should be one of 'heading the tide of discontent
that millions of working people feel under capitalism,.
into the safe harbour of reformiem'.'% It is the

nature of this refom that is &l sputavle.

Socialist scholars, for example, insistent on
the ole of the 1eft press dismiss the mass media
ns a sort of conspiracy to hold down the working
voonle by confaging and disaming millions of workers.
Ibr these scholars, newspapers are one of the causes
of 'false consclousness' among wor<ing people.15
Many of such criticisms on the capitalist press
substantially highlighted means by which the press
sub-dues sources of alerting workers to their
ri.ghts and obligations. Example of this could be

found in bias coverages of issues and events of
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cruclal advantage to the wel fare of woﬂcers.‘ Many
of those judgements, however, have pald inadsequate
attention to a number of cogent problens militating
agalnst the capitalist press particularly in Africa,
Sich proll ans ind].uda; changes in government often
accompan’. 2d by attendant political changes -

new laws, decrees, acts, that gll mgke a derision
of alttenpts by some geclors of the press to instil
connl dorsabl e consclousneons in thelir audience. These
reproofs have underscored tha expectations of a
presgs ovned by a fraction of the bourgesis c¢lass in
leaguce witlh Lhe ruling class, There has also been
a play downh, unfortunately, on the tadis involved
in heading off disagtisfactions felt by the workers,
auch ag; the liberty to do so whithout being proscribed
In the camo of newspapers and news magazines; and
Lha cnercive Ingtitutions of the state often
convenienltl y enmployed in sutordlnating obstinate
labour channdls for expressing sich dlscontent the
rul. ers vonld rather not hear. Then, there is

the lack of unity anong workers and the gross
inefficiency of many labour leaders. Thus, workers
do not alwnys sped: In unison, Grlevances are
urmally epressed in ingignificant plece-meal which

s hardly ever propitous to the workers.
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Labour leaders in turn, for sundry reasons, not
excluding comfortagbly lumping themsekves with the
ruling oligarchy, turn their backs on vitgl pressing
problems of the workers. Lagbour Unions in most Third
World countries appear too wesk to persistently
continue with the struggle for the working people.
It is not the objective of this work to del ve into
the workings of the labour unions, especiglly as they
exist in dependent capitalist entities since it
vould enpender a deviation from our stated course of
research, Suffice it to say for now that there 1s
enough reason to describe the organisation of the
media in Nigeria as a material element in the overall
alliance of the capitalist class with the petty-
bourgeoisi e, who could, as a necessity ally with the
exploited to maintain the status quo, Besides the
coercive nature of the state, quite useful in
homogeni ging the press and the ruling class, this
homogenelly is als0 a product of the sociagl status

of most newspaper proprietors in Nigeria.

Findings on West African countries, Nigeria
beging a profound example, point to Western education
as having created an 'African elite' who established

Lthe very first African newspaper5.16

Nnamdi Azikiwe
and the late Obafemi Awolowo fall within this group

of African elite who set up the pioneering
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indigenous private newspapers in Nigeria., With
Azikiwe's later assumption of the office of President
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and Awolowo,
Premier of the then Western region, they both

became members of the ruling oligarchy and their
individual pepers, in accordance, falthfully

represent ed their interests as rulers of assigned
regions, It was evident in the papers' protection

of the objectives of the NCNC - Azikiwe's political
party then, and the AG which was founded by ;10&1!310\«)..17

vidently, there exists a comprehensible link
between the interest of the press and that of the
ruling class which dates back to pre-independent
Nigeria. Owners of newspapers at that time were
core members of the indigenous rling body, It
was only natural therefore, that their papers
identified with thelir aspirations, Detaglls of thisg
are provided in the second chapter., Nonethel ess,
we see 1L expedient to assess classes as obtalnable
in Nigerin., This is expected to fairly establish who
constitute the ruling class as well as clearly set
out the ~1ass we congider, ' fundamentally

represented in the newspapers.



1QY) S0CI4 CLASSES: THE NIGERI AN VARL ANT

A though man has for long accepted the inequality
among men in society, the controversies surrounding
the basis and characteristics of social classes
have not been expunged., Beginning from Plato,
societies were presumed structured, eso that citizens
belong to various strata; the Cuprdigng, the
uxillinariegs and the w‘a Tousseau concelved
the existence of two kinds of inequality among men -
the natural physgicagl which is the product of nature
and congints of di fference of age, health and body
strength and the state of the mind or of the soul,
Amd there is that which may be called moral or
potentinl inequality because 1ts genesis duels on a
'kind of convention ,.. and is8 authorised by the
consent of men'.19 This comprises of the di fferent
privileres some men enjoy at the detriment of others.

For example, the state of belng wealthier, more

honoured, more powerful, or in a position to exact
obedience, Aristotle was conscious of the essence
of inequality among men in societies to the general
wel fare of that community, He offered what he considere

the 'best political communication' necessary for the
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rel ations between men, The 'ideal city', he
conceptualised, consists of '... equals and similars
which generally, are the middle class. Thus,
ensuring moderation and checking excess. He oposed
any conlrol by two other elements believed to exist
in all societies: the yery rich and the very poor.
The former he judged as 'willing to submit to
authority' and the latter, not only 'too degraded

Lo participale as citizens, but are biologically

.
inferior, X

b tiomore, however, regarded the boundaries of
s0clial clnsses as less precisely defined. Because
they tdre no root in any specific legal or religious
rules as caosteg or feudgl estates, their
characteristics are exclusively economic.a1 The
rice of cnclial classes therefore, is associated with
the first historical expansion of productive forces,
based on Ihe production of surplus which invol ved
the exten:lon of the division of 1abour beyond the
family. and subseguently, there was an emergence of
pri vate ovnergship of economic resources, Karl Marx
became the first to provide an extensive and indepth
concept of the rise of social clacsses and their
historical role in the social changes in eocieties.
The strugrle between opposing classes is pristine

in his perception of the history of existing
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societies, His Communist Mani fegto explicitly
affimed at the beginning that, 'the history of all

hitherto existing societies is the history of class
stmggles'.az For Marx, the gppearance of all social
¢l acses 1s essentiaglly the effect of g society's
mode of production and relations of production, Each
mode of production, agriculture or industrislism,
procures its attendant antithesis and strati fication
of the society. This could prevall in g relstionship
between the 1 and-owner and the slave, or between the
capitalist ovner of the factory and the worker, He
sav men's interests in di fferent rel ations to the
means of production ss inevitably antagonistic,

thus, the persisting struggl es among classes in

gsoci. eti es,

In concongnce with Marx, Weber concerted to the
contrwl of property as fundamental in the
delemmination of status change of an individugl or
class, He however, included Power and Pregtipge
and projected these, nlong vith property control as
the basis of hierarchical structure, Veber
acltnowl edged the very close 1ink between economic
and politicsal power inspite of the demarcation he
drew between property di fferences which he stated

generates ¢l ncses and Power di fferences which beget
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Political Partieg,®” Lenin, likewise, defined
social clnsses in respect to the ownership of the
means of production, For him social classes are,

Large groups of people

dl ffering from each other

by the place they occupy in

the history determined system

0f social production by thelr

rel ation (in some cases fixed

and fommulated in 1lagw) to the

means of production; by their

role in the social organisation

of 1abour, and consequently,

by the dimensions and mode of

acquiring the share of social

wealth of which they dispose.2h

Lenin's conception of social classes based on

Marxist thought is further grounded by Fobert Tucker
who explained social classes as a manifestation of the
degree of the development of divigion of 1abour, The
divigion of labour prevalent in g nation foremostly
leads to Lhn» geparation of induetriasl and commercisl
from agricultural 1abour!' 2> and eventually, to the
cl eavare of towvn and country and to the conflict of
their interests, He el aborately explained that the
divicion of labour gradually gives birth to various
splits among the individuals cooperating in definite
lkinds of 1 nbour, Centering the fomation of social
classes on the ownership of the means of production,
Tucker rennrked that at the level of commungl and

state-ovrership, the division of labour and class
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rel ation between citizens and slaves is completely
developed. Hence, the opposition between town and
counlry and later on between states which represent
town interests and those that represent country

interests,

Marx identified two principal classes - the
bourrecisci ¢ and the working class which are fairly
rasily ascertainagble in most societies., ™ut his
intemedi nte class,. those often referred to as the
'middle cl nsses' have posed numerous problems to his
theory on cl ass because Marx's middle classes have
enomously fcrowvn to negate his vision of them as
the cl asses to, in time, disappear in modern
sncieties, This middle class encompassed emall
producere, craftemen, artisans, omall fammers and
gel f-employed professional men, many of whom hgve
been absorbed into large capitalist ent.crpr'iaes.ze
Thouph Marx's study chiefly delineated ™g) and at
that time, it hge been found to hold some universal
rel evance to Birope, Asia and Africa, Adhering
strictly to Marx's notion of class is knotty when
arplied to Africa, considering the keen discord in the
historical processes of Mirope, the foundation for
larx's thecory and Africa. Africa may not be
described as a classless soclety; yet, social

strati fication in Africa is highly contested.



25,

African societies are portrayed as having practised
the caste and feudal estate systems, Just as the
derivation of classes in these societies is traceable

to thelr distinct modes of production,

Studying Africa generally, Ben Turok congidered

four class structures: the Pourgeoig Proper, under
which he identified four closely related actors (1)

International capital, (ii) the state bourgeoisie,
(i1L) the cmprador wurgeolsie, (1v) the national
bourgeoicie. These constitute fractions of the bloc,
capital, ond on the one hand, are homogenous in

rel ation te labour and the masses, while on the
other some factors bring them on contradictory tems,

The Peti t-Tourgeoigi e: This is defined as

‘characteristically ambiguous' in recognition of
its tendency to ally with the ruling bourgeoisie
and the sulordinate classes, However, Turok glluded
to Poulantzas who pictured the 'traditional petit-
lourgeoini e' as marked by

s the combingtion of

ovnership vith the absence

of direct exrloitation of

wage-l abour ,., This group

may also engage in 1and-

lordicm, money-lending and

aranfe of petty practices...??
Poul antzas, furthemore, proposed the existence of

a frapmenl of this petit-bourgeoicie and called them
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'New Petit-Pourgeoisie'. Listed in this group are,
non-productive wage earners also known as 'white-
collar workers' in such enterprises as banks and
commercial fimms. They are said to be quite
distingui shgble from the working class., The New
Petit-FPourgeoisie neither possesses economic
ownership nor the means of procuction. They,
therefore, do not exactly belong to the bourgeois
clasn, This is also the group boxed: together with
the working class by some who found expl anations
for doing so in the presumption that they are vage/
sal ary ea'ners. FPut Poulantzas firmly held that
what is important is not that they earn Wages or
salaries, but rather, the unproductive nature of
their 1alour., Others enlisted in the 'New Peti t-
Pourgeoisi @' group include, doctors, lawyers,
accounbtants and other professlonpls - thel r
'1deological' role being merely the provicion of
critical support to the neo-colonial regime which
protects their interecste., This rlratum is believed
to exercise no & rect rolitical dominagtion over the

vorking cl ass. 28

We have some reservations atout Poulantzas' New
Petit-Tourgeoisl e, What, for instance, distinctively
distingvishes the traditional pelit-bourgeoigie, he

characteri ned as riven to 'landlordienm', 'money
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lending', etc, from the new Petit-Fourgeoisie he
majorly concerned himsel f with thelr overall alliance
with the bourgeoisie? Ines he wish to impress the
notion that the so-called traditional petit-
bourgeoisie depict no affiliations whatsoever with
the bourgeoisie? And was colonigliem not responsible
for the nlmost simul taneous rise of Poul antzas'
traditional petit-tourgeoisie and the lawyers,
doctors nnd accountante? Or perhaps, there existed
a traditional petit-bourgeoisie pre-colonialiem?
Regardlecss of the blurrness in fractionaglising the
petit-tourgeoisie, we are not obtlivious to the
substance of this class. And that predominantly,

ig its mle as middl e-men who usually politically
associnte themselves wvith the bourgeoisie,

The third structure discovered by Turok is the
Working Class. Just like the petit-bourgeoisie,
the quali fying features of tlds class are complex
Lo itemlse, Divergent views are held about who
fa211 within this catepory, A summation of these
di ffering oplnions generate problems in attempts
to credit the working class with g proper definition,
Fanon, for example, considered them g sub-gection
of Lthe middle class connected to the bourpgeoiele
by specio)l interecte. He found them glien to the
masses, fMce described the proletariat the working




cl ass because the proletariat incloses both

vorkers and peasants, Meanwhile, Saul and Arrighi
argued that the working class (workers) embraces

two groups; the'semi-proletarianised peasants'
engaged in wage employment, and the 'proletariat
proper' with stable employments. The proletariat
proper, being gtill ed 1abourers, earn higher
incomes than their unekill ed counterparts - the
somi-prol elbari anised peasants. The gkill ed work ers,
in union with the 'elites and sub-elites' in the
civil service and expatriate fi ms constitute the
'labour aristocracy'. They were also shown as
inclined towards becoming junior partners of the
dominont power bloc.29 The peagsantry is demgnated
as the 1ot class structure in African oocieti es.
Those inclugive in this stratum are, subsistent
farmers, the poor rural people, not leaving out
agric-ware 1labourers. They were also defined gs
"the major victims of Lhe injustices and inefficiencies

of the post-inderendence state ...'30

In lipgeria, the emergence of social classes
has been attributed to the ownerslip of the means
of producltion, as well as in the development of the
forces of production, Onimode's classlfication

of the Nigerian society presents an appreciable
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picture of what still obtains presently in the
country., Neo-capitnlist Nigeria is likened to an
extengion and a development of colonial class
formations., He suggested three formations
ascocianted vith the process; (i) the imperialist
bourgeoicie also termed 'imported oligarchy'; (4141)
the domestic bureaucratic bourgeoiele and (11ii) the
working class. The bureaucratic bourgeocisie
denolte Lhe domectic comprador exploits nurtured by
the foreign btourgeoisie through education and
religious indoctrination, For Onimode, this class
nurses identicgl interest vith the imperiglist
bourpgeoisie on many issues. PBelonging to the
bureaucratic bourgeois class are five major strata;
(1) the political and Mgher adminigtrative elite,
such as 1raders of petty-bourgeois political
partiee, pemanenl secretaries, traditional

1l ers - emirs, obas, oblis, etc., (i1) commercial,
finsneial industrial and contractor petty-
bourgeoicie, (1ii) officers corp of the armed
forces nnd police vho guarantee the protective
cover for the bureagucratic bourgeoisie, These
three ctrata, that is, the politico-administrative
elite, the buginess oligarchy, and the military-
polite clite constitute the rvling class of the
Nigerian buregucratic bourgeoisie gince the sl xties. 3
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Onimode's Nigeri an 'miling class' is largely
in line with Marx's 'upper class' or 'ruling class’,
This group is recognised by its owvnership of the
principal means of production and the control of
the cources of political domination - leglidl ation,
courte, administration, military force, and the
arenci e of intell ectunl Persuacion, 32 Ho found
detectail e two of hn;-rr;‘:tjo“r‘?f' the buresucratic
bourgeoisie that are ally to the first three
primary among thesge in the professional group:
doctors, lawyers, atacdemic,engineers, the hi gher
clergy =nd other associations who offer technicgal
and operational assi stance to the ruling class,
The second stratum is the Manageri al section,
alternalively call ed 'intendant class! 3 Included
in this GIOUp are, national functionaries and
Sal ariat who acquired manageri al technique and
training in Western educational institution or in
Lhe locnl ones sreatly influenced by Western
standards, The professional and managerial put
togethery become the 'middl e class', Finally, in
Neo-colonial class formations are the working
peiple or the proletariat, made up of the peasantry,
factery workers, operators and other Viare 8l aves,
The 1 and file sol di ers and policemen, r;Lud('ntB,

petity-artisan, such as tailors, sho e-m gk ers, petty
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traders and the unemployed all fall within this

(‘,‘m\lp.

Onimode's and Turok's class structures have
quite a number of things in common, Turok's
however, hinders adequate understanding of soclial
cl asses as begotten in many African societies,
Nigeria in particular, His fractionalisation of
the Pelly-bourgeoicsie breeds ambipguity and
confusion, Nonethel ess, worthy of note ie Onimode's
domegtic bureaucratic bourgeoigie which is a

conbinntion of three of the four fractions of

Turok's 'bourgeoisie proper'. These are, the
state tourgeoici e, the comprador and the nationgl
bourgeoisie; and the petit-bourgeoisie split into
the traditional and the "New' petit-bourgeoisi e.
Identi fying the ruling class in Nigeria from
Onimode's model is less burdensome where one is
severely in gsearch of the indi genous ruling cl ass.
lle doess not perceive the working class and the
peasantry as two distinct classes as it does
appear in Turok's description of class structures
in Africsa., Rather, Onimode's working class

enbodi es the peasants,

We are aware no one model of social

stratification is infallible since no one society
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is static. Just as the soclety grows so does its
class structures which become 1liable to some
metgmorphosis, Onimode, like many other authors

was alert to certain loop holes in his model., Hence,
he was sengible to the complicacy of the working
class ond identified one concrete problem with it

as the prevalence within it of a 'labour aristocracy’
of trade union leaders whose class posgitions are
obviously proletarian, but acquire the 1life styles
of the pelit-bourgeoisie, given thelr jobs as

union officials. He also observed that the
professional stratum of the buregucratic bourgeoisie
does, at times, get incorporated with the domestic
ruling class through party affiliation and political
appointments, Onimode, as earlier stated, is not
alone in Lhig dilemma, Citing Saul and Arrighi,
Turok commented on the alliance that could be

formed beltween Lhe latour aristocrats and the
dominsnl power bloc, Congequently, mimply placing

them in Lhe woirking class proves insufficient,

What does all this potend for the state, the
ruling cl ass and the print media in Nigeria?
Tdting Onimode's model, it is easy to understand
what is meant when we say the state newspapers,
naturally, are in hamony with the rling class

ifit is remembered that the state in Nigeria is an
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integral part of the ruling body. This group has
identity in Turok's 'Tourgeoisi e proper' and
Onimode's 'domestic tureaucratic bourgeoigie',
The Nigerian print media may be classed under
Onimode's bureagucratic bourgeoisie whose three
strata, he argued, have formed the ruling class
in Nigeria since the sixties. and for convenience,
the print medla, in Turok's class structures belong
to Lhe 'NMeow Peti t-Tourgeoisgie'. The print medi g,
whether a segment of the domestic bureaucratic
bourgeoisie or the New petit bourgeoisie
confederates with the ruling class, and that ig

most important here,

It is troubl esome to fit the Nigerian print
media inlo one class. The factors of affluence
and deference could automatically el evate some
Newspaper proprietors to the 'upper class' and
others, the 'middl e class'. However, we tadke solace
in Lhe peneral acceptance of the exlstence of
some uni Ly between the upper or ruling class and
the midile class, If thig is established, the role
of the pvint media as an ideolofical state
apparatus is intelligibl e, Assoclated with the
ruling cl ass, and being a very viable channel
through which the rul ers no malise the system

because they could also easily associate themsel ves
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with the other lower classes, it mgkes sense that

they nurture one ideology with the ruling class,

However, the subordination of the Nigerian
newspapers to the interest of the dominagnt class
is not an obliteration of the various superficial
interests among the papers which bring them into
conflict, State and private newspapers do now and
again, hold conflictuagl views on certain issues.
(ovornment newspapers war with each other, just as
the private nevspapers do. But these differences,
we found, are really only intra-class wranglings.
They are not basic ideological antagonisms,
therefore, they enforce no meaningful socio-
economic vicissitude in the capitalist systemn, The
coll aboration to maintain the system is carried out
in various ways, One of such is through the
fosterins by the print media of an imperialist

cul ture.

1@) . TIE PRHINT MEDLA AND THE CULYURE OF IMITATION:
A_THEDRETICAL PERSPECTIVE

To exomine the print media as an ideological
state avparatus, we conceive the need to do so on
the prerise of a culture of imitation because
ideolory embraces the 1deas and practisec that

inform mon's way of 1life, It reveals the existence
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of a necessary link between 'inverted' forms of
consciousness and men's material existence',”” It
is also 'everything... relevant to man's political
condition and puts forward a doctrine that would
be necessary in forging, sustaining or changing
that condition'.”" Every society's 1ife finds

root in one form of 1deoclogy or another,

When we spedc of a culture of imitation, we
essentinlly refer to the imposi tion, adaption and
the cul tivation of an ideology; in Nigeria's case,
capitalist in essence, which directs gnd controls ga
people's mode of existence, This process resides
in the relationship between the guper-gtructure
and the bpse, The super-structure, that is, the
production of 1deas and opinions by percons is
perceived as intimately associated with man's
materinl activity, 'the processes in real 1ife and
fits prazigt .35 Here, the culture to copy dictagtes
a tronscedental tranemission of values and 1deas
in a one way process involving three el ements; the
inductriadlized/imperialist societies, the
indi genous ruling sepment in the developing
socioti es, and the citizenry. Critical of the
medi a's unilinearly function, from top to bottom,
Maltelart and Siepielaud annotated:
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A transmitter tranemits the
super-structure of the
capitalist mode of production
to the receiver, an audience,
the great majority of which
does not see its own pre-
occupations and models of 1life
reflected in the messages
transmitted but rather, the
asplrations, values and noms
which bourgeois domination
congsiders to be most favourgble
for its survival, Thus, what
is at issue is the gppropriation
of an event or g plece of news,
in which the people are the
nctors, in order to lepitimapte
the oystoem of dominagtlion, 36

In monopoliging the news, the ruling class sets

apart for itsel f the products of social forces and
proclaims itsel f 'absolute master and sole interpreter
of the interests of society as a whole', The

bourgeolrie, therefore, can be soid to possess 'the

dynamic of information', the guthors concluded.

Assimil ating the salient socio-economic
doclrines of imperinl cultures is fundamental in
NigZeria's dependent capitalist posture. The
caritalinl inelinations are precipitated and
sustained by a befitting 1ideoclogy of which
counterfoiting major ethics of the developed
capitalict society 1s principal. The Nigerian
print media plays a remarkagble part in this

procesc. Some expl nnations have generally been
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pro ferred for why the objectives of the news
industry extends beyond the ostensible gdvertising
of goods and services and the protection of
nationalist intentions. Some of these studies

have stressed the impact of news medig activities
in the developling societies, than in industriaglised

n'\tion Ge

Carl Gardnsr, ior Instance, alluded,to -
Inzencberger's

esgay on the industrialization of the mind ;ihere
Mmzensberper argued thaot the products of the mind
industry must be sought beyond the common notion
of a '"'sellers' and buyers' market ... or production
costs'. !e found this idea valuable tut pointed
out thnal Lo drum consistently and splely on the
commerci nl interents is to trample on the mleof
the mind industries in socleties, The gale of its
produclts is not overriding to the mind industry's
main business, tut rather, selling the existing
order to porpetuate the prevalling pattern of
man's domination by man, he maintained., Hence, 'No
matter who rung the society and by what means, ...
an entire industry is engaged in ... elimingting
possibl o features and reinforcing the present
patterns of dominntzion.'s? He conceptuglised the

mind industry's major pre-occupation as residing in
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the promotion of those ideas that sedt to reinforce

an exisling status quo.

On o more particular level, Nordenstreng and
Schill er censured the colonisation of the Third
World for the genesis of the instill ation in these
countries of a culture of imitation; what they
named 'cnl turagl colonisation', They advanced the
argumenl that colonisation subjected the Third
World Lo »n political, economic and soclio-cul tural
subservi rice, These less developed societlies,
underpgo therefore, a graduagl transformation of
their values and behavioural patterns to reflect
those of the metropolitan countries, The authors
alleged that the attzinment of independence by the

coloni e brought no genuine change in thelr gocial

atatus, Rather,

«os the infused patterns have
been maintained and reinforced |
through a variety of mechanieme.
Fducation has traditionzlly played
an important role. Members of
the elite and the middle class
were (are) frequently educated

in the mnjor developed countries
where, of course, they were (aras
also e:xrosed to the 1ife styles
of the hogt eocieties, Similarly,
domestic educagtion in many Third
World countries is based on
material imported from former
metropoles, 01d socio-cul turgl
ties are alro strenpglhened by
fcreign lanpuage broadcasts,
newcpapers, and extensive

cul turygl programmes of major
developed countries. All these



mechani ems whose control is

usually also highly concentrated

di sseminagte the values and

behavioural patterns of a few

major developed countries,

which thus, keep intentionally

or not, the developing countries

within the socio-culturgl orhit

of these countries. 38
Screening the role of advertisements in this
dispensnlion, the authors vividly explained that
while advertising directly appeals to a society's
value-ori entation, eorecially ile consumer values,
it simult-neously sells'products' as it does
'ideas'. Advertising thus, engincers the
consuming patterns already entrenched in the

developing countries,

In -n article Lilled 'National Sovereipnty
and Intermastional Communication, Culture in the
procecs of dependent development', Raquel Salinas
and Leenn Paldan opined that economically,
cultural imperipliom is presently being increasingly
ansocialed wvith the rle of the tranenationgls in
the development of capitaliem. pmnong orrans

perpetuating
¥ | this purpose is the medig whose activities

propel cul tural imperialism, This, cruciglly, is
in rel~lion to the mediag's role in the reproduction
of the covitalist mode of production, both gt

the economic and cultural ideological 1eva1.33



Lo.

In another reference to Salinas and Paldan, Chin
Chuan-l,ee decl ared that what the authors call ed
"dependent development' present a more enlightening
explanation to cultural imperialism. This
dependency is nouri shed by 'mul ti-national
conglomerates of monopoly capitaliem' which agid

the inductriglisation of some peripheral areas.

... COOpting the expanded locagl
bourgeoisie and the middle
class into the sphere of
metropoli tan cul tural
influences, while intensl fying
the marginzlisation of lower
classes. As a result, the
local culture of industry, in
gseking larger profits in the
matketl economy is especially
resvonsive to the con?ditioning
of the metropoles = and thus
drives toward cul tural
homogeni sation. 4O

Chin Chuan-Lee found the mass media a part and
parcel of this development, He had enrlier asserted
that as far back as the late fiflies, the mass media
has been congtrued as plunged into 'producing
citizens Lhrough out the Third Vorld with g magic
modernicing personaglity'. It is one emphatic,
inhovalive, cognmorolitan, achi evement-oriented,
literate, etc. This perstnglity pays minimal or no
congi deration to the extant structural inhibitions

of such sncieties as well as the international
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system, The author expressed doubts about the
Third World mass media having convincingly proven
themsel ves a vanguard of social change. This is all
the more o because of their inclination towards
being 'conservative cultural agencies' thrusting
forwvard the noms and vglues of the status qu.o.t*‘I
Mttressing this, he cited Nordenstreng and Varis
who envigsioned 'bourpgeois journaplicm'! or mass
communication in capitalist society as performing
three major functions: (i) to conceal class
anlblaronism inside soclety and to compensate for the
cysteme of glienation; (ii) to illegitimize the
concrele social alternatives to the established
order of society; (iii) to mgke profit a branch of
commerci »1 indugtry., Concluding, the authors
defined the mass media as a sustainer of the status

pe |
qUO - l“-

Similarly anal ysing development and
communicnlion, Tonald Benge dwelled critically on
the 'modern personaglity'. Hie arpument was that
universnlly, some sectors of the populace are
rullibl o to the mass media's inculcation of a new
image in them. Penge made the followving submission;

In between the educated (or
over-educated) elite and the
peasant masses exists what
ohe could call a hal f-educated

or clerical class, the manbers
of which are pemanently
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struggling to improve themsel ves
by some kind of fomal qualifica-
tion like a Ceneral Certificate
of Education., They are intent on
freeing themsel ves from the
threat of manual 1labour or a
return to the land, and
correspond to the lower middle
class elements in gdvanced
cocieties, Thelr precarious
economic foundation are reflected
in psychological insecurity, and
having partly abandoned the
attitude of the traditional
gociety in which they were born,
they are not equipped to adopt
or even fully understand the

new men above them, Sach
individuals wvill naturally
respond to commercial adverts
and will attempt to 'ape thelr
betters' in thelr consumption

of material goods; but that is
not 211. They do not represent
in any sense a revolutionary
force and their expectations are
necessarily parasitic: the new
atti tudes must be sourht else-
wvhere, 43

Penre mard-ed this as the beginning of
"modernity' and the famous rising expectations !the
peasanlts never had, Mass communication, in
particul ar, filmg and radio play a highly
measuratbl e role in this dispensation; they are
'mobility multipliers' leading people to imaginary
universce and disciplining them in emphatic df.ills.u*
While Penge's postul ation is remarkably applicable
to Migeria, his '"guilty' class, the one he
addressed ac the ‘clerical class' 1s not the only

cl ass that dons the '‘modern personality'.
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Coloni sation created modern persong in all

identi figMe c)psres in Nigerd g, perhaps, save

for the peasantry. mnd looking at the rise of the:
newspaper industry in the country, it is not
wrong’ ’ ) to assume that the most
'modern' among such modern personalities were

in fact, the new African elite who schooled abroad -
those Benge may vish to call 'over educagted'.
Having: been perfeclly stecped in the imperial
culture, they, together with the colonigl settlers
di ffused the alien culture overtly and subtly.

ile expressive on the entire phenomenon of
aculture of imitation is Anthony Smith's The

Geopolitics of Infowmption which detail ed ample

reacons for the nalure of communication in the
Third "orld, Smith laid the blame absolutely on
"dependency', promoted by the imbuing of an
imperinlint cul lure which represses the growth of
indipgenous values, He attrituted the handicap of
the nevespsaper industry in the Third World to the
needs of Lhe capitalist market to which the
developing countries are subjugated, and more
intensely articul ating Third World's foster of an
imperialist culture which he found concentrique to

capibtaliom, Snith commented on its pemeation in
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all facets of journalism in the Third World.

"estern attitudes have been

fed into the training of

Third World journaliste as

much as that of other Thi rd
World technicians, professionals
and craftesmen; inevitably,
developing societies first
imported an attempted Western
newspaper culture when they
imported the technology. The
reporters of the developing
vorld - those who have been
Lrained abroad as well as those
whose training has been on the
newspaper in thelr own socletles
tend to be judged by Western
standards, There is no measure
ol competence which is separable
from the beliefs and atilitudes
of those who have deslgned the
standards, The whole
professionslisation of the
moedia in developing countries

ie the result of cultural
Lranspl antation and the
practinioners have thus to
cbtruggle with the special
contradictions of their
situation, 45

Salienl to these arguments is the mass media,
the print media's implementation of an ideoclogy
manu factured in the West, In Nigeria, the ideology,
in newspapers and other socio-economic values tend
to thrive in such gmbiguous expressions as 'national
interest', 'national r;m:v.zrit.,y',,}“*E> and public
vel fare. As a dependent capitalist society, the
Higerian print median may be construed as an
extension of the capitalist system; borrowing

Marxist iden, This implies an evolution of a
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superstructure of ideas; genuine reflections of
the canitalist mode of production, and widely
spread by the print media. It is less astonishing
therefore, that the developing world could reaglly
not have improved beyond their present status,

their medin being extensions of the Western culture, 47

There is no doubt that Nigeria's colonial
experience prepared the ground for capitalist bliases.
Colonilicm preached a culture of imitation; a
cul ture of 'importation' by proclaiming Western
standard 'ideal' and compelling Nigeria, like many
other African countries to bow before imperial
noms, Coloniaglicm generously offered the one
ideolory Lhat has largely swayed meaningful economic
independence and wiich till date, the mass media,
in concerlt with the ruling class upholds. Aan
aspect of Lhe idea of '"importation' was evident
in an nnresoment of the Paily Timeg' and the New
Nipferian's stance on the problem of 111literacy in
Nigeria n few Years after independence, OQbservable
was the prpers' defects on the issue of education.
#hile they creditably impressed the advantageous
contribution of education to nalional development,
they inovprecigbly instructed on what educational
methods most appropriately suits a nevly
independent society like Nigeria.
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Thus, there were countless clarion calls for
more schools, the provision of instructive
facilities, free education and so forth, Dt it
was not deemed rel evant to de-emphasise education
for white collar jobs - jobs more in association
with administrative purposes like it was in the
coloninal ecra, The entire idea of education seemed
to have been chiefly predicated on colonial ideas -
Ldeas Lhat did not exacltly encourage the
development of indigenous technology along gide
the imported one, The Daily Timeg and the New
Nigeri an newspapers vere, and are still owned by
the Federnl Covernment. They represent the interest
of the Federal Government, We assume therefore,
Lhat their opinions pbout the educational
requirenonts of this country in the period

observed ocho the opinions of the Covernment,

Thal povernment or state nevecpapers espouse
the interests of the ruling class is at times too
vell ascerted to hammer on, They were primarily
set up for that purpose. However, can the game be
sold for the private newspapers we find in alliance
with the ruling class? Ilow the private nevspapers
harmonise thelr interests with those of the state
vould be explored in chapters three and four, We

conclude here that having gathered together various
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views on the assimilation of an imperialist culture
by Third World Countries, Nigeria for one, the
culture of imitation can hardly be isolated from
the overall idea of an ideology in dependent
capitalist societies.
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CHAPTER 11

EVWLUTION OF THE PRINT MEII A AND THE NI GERL AN
N ENSP AP ER

Historically ascertagined is the idea that in

the social production of man's existence, the

rel ations of production evolved designate a
soclety's level of harnessment of avallable
material r'cso:lices of production, Based on this,
it has been I:loﬁ.stulated that a given mode of
communicslion; when and where people communicate,
with whom they communicate, and to some extent,
what, and reagsons for communication is in rel ation
to the historical process. Various forms of
communicnrtion generanted by this nge-0ld process,

therefore, are associated with the circumstances

of Lheir birth and subsequent devr_n.lnz)pment;.,1

The mass media in di fferent societies, is, to
an estimable degree, a funclion of diverse social,
economic, »nd political processes, Hence, the
press in Lhe UsS¢S. R and the People's Reputlic of
China are not the same with those of capitalist
Britain or the United States, nor dependent
capitalist states like Nigeria, Their existence,
nonelhel rss, are not divorceable from the needs of
individunl societies at given times to enhance socio-

cconomic nnd political development.
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2Q1y  FACIURS RESFONSIILE FOR THE HMERGHICE OF
MASS PRESS

Factors responsible for the emergence of the
mass press are still fairly debatable, although the
rise of the print media has been linked with
pressing economic necessities. But the debate is
discernabl e, giving the complexities often embedded
in extricaling economic factors from the political
in attaempling to establish reasons for the rel ation-
ships witlin societies agnd between one society and
mother. lowever, some have suggested that the
birth of the mass media is a simul taneous response
to both the economic and politicnl demande of a

Fiven period, Mattelart and Siegelaub in this vein,
arpgned thal,

The rise of the mass press
could be seen as being

gimul taneously a dominant
response to the economic
necencity to increase the
movemenlt of manufactured goods
and also a response to the
pressing political need to
communicate with gll those

who were doing the manufacturing,
This implies that woncers were
al ready organised in production
and in political struggle too,
and that they thus, pose g
political threat. 2

Strecsing Lhe economic factor as deplcted in

the pover of advertising in the media, the authors
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eluci dated the role of the advertising agencies as
'a power within the media' in relation with other
ndi fferent power groups". Thus, they expounded
that, as the industrial evolution flourished, there
subseguently, arcse the need to expand the market
nlaces Thie need was tensely dependent on
adverticing the commodities being produced in order
to unite producers and consumers, Newspapers were
benefici~l in this economic process, This 'relegated
the news to a secondary importance which it usually
remains eoxcept when the hegemony of the capitalist
claoss 1s belng questioned, at which time, it
becomes (}nminant.‘3 The rise of the press and the
developmenl of 'orpganiced market' at the beginning
of Lhe 19th century, thereby, served to complement
ench other, Fr the aguthors, the core of mass

communicntion 15 advertising.

On »n broader perspective, the genesis of

infommalion and knowl edre is similarly tracked out

to the competition for the distribution of scarce
resources, dJohn Mchale's Th hangi i o
Mvironment is directed to the changes in the
nature of resources. He is of the view that many
of those 'value orientations' upon which information
and knowl edee operales rose from 'survival
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rel ationships to earlier resource use patierns',
The eurvival phenomenon oxercised by the allocation
of scarce resources and the depletive nature of
physicgal resources themselves, is portrayed as
having Leen liaglle to many of the major bases for
a soclety's '"social institutions', ‘organised
structures', and 'repul atory prnct:LCes'.L* Relinnce
on Iinfomnation and communication engendered
sociobnl altertiations, from a pre-industyrlal, and
industriVly based forms to the post-industrial
society, While a pre-industrigl society is
necessarily dependent upon Yraw materials as & game
afninat nnlure in which there is diminishing
returns', an industrial soclety is reliant on
energy for the productivity of goods and,

a post-indugtrial society is

organiscd around information

snd the nutiligation of

informalion on the banis of

organticing the flow of

knowledrge., It is alno a

society uniauely dependent

upon the compilation of

theoretical knowledge ...

Fvery society has alwnhys been

dependent upon knowl edge in

order to grew, HBRuat it ig

only in the last decades

that we have become uniquely

dependent on the cod ficgtion

of theoretical knovledge in
order to know where we are.5

Di scoverings on the possible reasons for the
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establishment of the mass media as have been
presummed by scholars in the field of communication
in various societies are legion. They generally
revolve around the economic gnd political factors
highlighted. Because quite a number of these
studi es have sought the genesis of these factors
in the hiastorical economic process of Britaln, it
is relevant to examine the evolution of the print
media in particular, the newspaper, in this
geographical spot., This is being done with an
intenl Lo validate its relationship with what

obtains in Africa - Vest Africa, and in Nigeria.

Studying the caritalist media and the
emergence of the mass media in Britain, Downing
di rcovered thalt crucial to the development of the
newgspsper were certain economic and political
chanpes which concelved the desire for "news-news-
cheets -nd newspaners' to convey informalion on
politicnl and other issues. He ruled out the
assumption that growth in printing technology
principslly inspired the guest for news disseminated
in the ne'.-.rspaper.6 md in an indepth back ground
to the coming into existence of mass communication,
Colin Cherry connccted the history of the mass

media chiefly to the rise, in the 17th century, of
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postal services in Britain seemingly controll ed
by government, and soclely meant to serve 'government

officials, merchants, all, but the common people'.7

This century marced the development of the
press wilh an 'original purpose' to adverlise,
which was equally regarded as news. Cherry traced
the advenl of adverls as vital news in the press to
Lhe essay of Montaigne, a French essayist who in an
article titled 'Of defect in our policies'
enphasised the need to inform the public gbout the
various sources of goods for sale and services,
in order to achieve better distribution, The essay
ingtigated the putlication of a 'Publique Register'
of gdvertigements »s they are knovn today. REarly
publicnlions, therefore, were meant to advise
prospeclive buyers on where to fetch goods and
services needed., Thus, these advertisaments
actunlly called Advices, meant to counsel the
penernl public on where to buy or sell goods were,
lik» other events, news, Farliest advertisements
were on ltooks, patent medicine and later, the 'new
commodi ty tea‘.a The period of 'advices' began the
ascocialion of the news sheets or wedtly newsl etters

(or pomphl etg) with advertisements. Thgland

published for the first time, what looked like a
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modern newspaper in conception in 1625. It was
called Mercurigusg Britanicug, and was lssued
wedsly.” By the middle of the 17th century,
Mmgland is said to have produced the newspaper
which closely linked newsreporting and advertising

Ltogether,

Ml and was not alone amongst nations of the
vorld thal found it expedient, at that time, to
foster uni versal industrialisation., Charles
Steinberp in The Communicaptive Artg, stated that the
printing press actually started in G ,rmany, although
he generally linked printing to Mmgland. ' Paying
attention precisecly to pmerica's 'news industry',
he noted that mnerica's origingl =zingle news sheet
cnlled n '"Coranto' was published in gl and in 1621
and was 1 ater followed by the publication of daily
news nheels called 'duirnals', Eventuglly, four
pace Jjournals were printed and that developed into
newspavers as they are recognised today. Stelnberg
saw the beginning of journalism (in merica) as a
di rect consequence of both the printing press and
the prorpering industrialisation of the nociety.
So, whil e the print industry developed out of the
groving modern industrial state, conversely,
Industrinlisation gave impetus to the development

of journmliem,!?
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Basic to these findings is the idea that the
print media emerged in answer to the urgenl economic
necessity to allocate available resources. To
accomplish this goal implied also, a need to direct
and conbtrol the minds of the audience over preference
for certain goods and services through advertisements,
The print media, evidently, sold goods and services
like it did ideas. It could aptly be described
therefore, as an ideologlical machinery whiich
appenl od directly to a society's value orientations,
manipul ~ting especially, its consumer values‘.12
Matlel art and Siegel aub clearly conceived too that
becrune ecconomically, the media fulfills a
funcltion in the mode of procduction through
adverli sements, the 'real pover of decigion in
mass cormmunication rests in advertising and in
the advertiging arencies, The power of the
advertising agenciec over the media is based on
Lheir inLemedi ary nature, A further implication
of thic, inconsi derably as it may appear, is the
assumpltion that advertising agencies are the larger
determinants of the economic and politicagl wel fare
of a rociety -« perhaps, the capitalist society
notably. Their economic power, mirrored in the
prink media, potentinlly serves as harbinger of

the poli tical.
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M anzlysis of the birth of the print mediag in
AMfrica - West African countries especially, is of
absolute interest to this work and that is crucially
because the print media in West-Africa could
generally be described as branches of what was
established in the homelands of thelr imperial
masters. It is hoped that inquiring into the
African case, and more specifically Nigeria, the
renesic of the newspapers' stance today in fostering
one fundsmentagl inlerest would gradually be made

lucid,

9 (i7iy THE H{ERGENCE OF THE MASS MELI A IN NIGERI A

The mass media in African societies, like
thelr counlerparts in developed nations are candid
refl eclions of a variety of politicel circumctances. 13
What may rrove difficult to establish is the immediate
reason for thalr nppearance - economic, socigl, or
politicnl? In an outline of the history and
tradition of the African press, llenryka Schabowska
and ULf Mimmel strand commented on West Africa's
inilial lack of 'interest' or 'need' for 'Biropean
or Mroren-style newspapers'. This interest was
to develnp eventu-lly with the development of
Western nicgtion, Western-type education which

was reavired to train Africang for administrative
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purposes under the colonial indirect rule systenm,
nlao crented a "'new African elite' who founded the

very enrly editions of African newspapers. 14

Fred Omu, also writing abtout Iwe Irohin,

Nigrerin'n first indigenous nevisepaper noted that no
newspaper existed in Viest Africa in 1880, but the
middle of Lhe 19th century saw n substantial rise

in the erstablishment of newspapers which were,

'ac o mle ephaneral, but ... vigorous and infomgati ve'

eee PFarliest of this was the
Sierra LLeone Gazette founded

by officers of the Sierra

Leone company and which
experienced al terations and
restorations of name until

1827 vhen it was given up,

In 1822, the (old Const

‘nzetlte was established in

Accra and potterned anfter the
Frectown llevwssheet. Ibur years
later the Liberian Herald was
inaupgurated in Monrovia by
Charles I.. Fbrce, an American
Negro-P-inter who had migrated
to Liberia under the auspices
of the Massachusettes
Colonisation Society of

Boston, U. S. A. uring the
second quarter of the 19th
century, these fore-runners
were succeeded or strengthened
by a flourish of newspaper
activity, Nigeria played a
notable part in these pioneering
efforts, On 23rd November, 1859
the Ive Irohin was founded in
Abeokuts by Rev, Henry Townsend,
a missionary from Exeter,
Mmgland. It was first published







