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ABSTRACT 

The p r i n t media has been s t u d i e d as one of t h e 

s t a t e ' s i d e o l o g i c a l a p p a r a t u s e s which s u s t a i n s a n 

e x i s t i n g s t a t u s quo . The mass m e d i a ' s pe r fo rmance 

i s conce ived w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e c l a s s i n t e r e s t 

i t r e p r e s e n t s . I n o t h e r words, s t r a t i f y i n g t h e 

media l i k e o t h e r s o c i a l g roups i n t h e s o c i e t y 

i n d i c a t e s a n i n h e r e n t a s s o c i a t i o n wi th t h e s t a t e 

and the r u l i n g c l a s s whose i d e o l o g i c a l p r e f e r e n c e s 

i t g e n e r a l l y s h a r e s . The Dai ly Times. New N i g e r i a n . 

N a t i o n a l Concord and N i g e r i a n Tr ibune examined h e r e 

e s t a b l i s h t h a t w h i l e i t may b e argued t h a t t h e s e 

newspapers do not n e c e s s a r i l y c laim to s h a r e s i m i l a r 

p u r p o s e s wi th t h e r u l i n g c l a s s , t h e d i f f e r e n c e s 

between the p a p e r s on t h e one hand, and between 

them and t h e government on t h e o t h e r a r e r e f l e c t i o n s 

o f i n t r a - c l a s s c o n f l i c t s . The c o n t e s t s d a t e back 

to c o l o n i a l N i g e r i a wi th the r i s e of some newspapers to 

advance t h e socio-economi c and p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t s 

o f t h e i m p e r i a l i s t s . 

I n o r d e r t o a s c e r t a i n t h e p r o p o s i t i o n t h a t t h e 

N i g e r i a n p r i n t media o p e r a t e s unde r t h e i d e o l o g i c a l 

d i r e c t i o n of t h e s t a t e , we t r y to s e e how t h e 

newspapers r e a c t t o t h r e e n a t i o n a l i s s u e s ; t h e 

Green Revolut ion Programme and i n d u s t r i a l a c t i o n s 



of the second c iv i l ian government and the an t i -

Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) pro tes t s of 

the incumbent administration. The i s sue of press 

freedom is also addressed in order to consolidate 

the assumption that the freedom of the press is no 

barr ier to the cooperative relationship between 

the Government and the pr in t media. The uni ty of 

state/media aspirat ions, no doubt, is par t ly an 

a t t r i bu te of r e s t r i c t ed press freedom. S t i l l , 

while a free press may resu l t in increased i n t r a -

class disagreements, i t is shown that th i s would 

not real ly mean a departure from the noted 

ideological course of the newspapers. This is 

essent ia l ly because class a f f i l i a t i ons and the 

entrenched system of production i n s t i l what we 

perceive as a 'na tura l 1 homogeneity between the 

pr in t media and the ruling c lass . 


































































































































