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ABSTRACT

The print media has been studied as one of the
state's ideological apparatuses which sustains an

existing status quo. The mass media's performance

Is conceived within the context of the class interest
it represents. In other words, stratifying the
media |ike other social groups in the society
indicates an inherent association with the state

and the ruling class whose ideological preferences

it generally shares. The Daily Times. New Nigerian.

National Concord and Nigerian Tribune examined here

establish that while it may be argued that these
newspapers do not necessarily claim to share similar
purposes with the ruling class, the differences
between the papers on the one hand, and between

them and the government on the other are reflections
of intra-class conflicts. The contests date back

to colonial Nigeriawith the rise of some newspapers to
advance the socio-economi ¢ and political interests

of the imperialists.

In order to ascertain the proposition that the
Nigerian print media operates under the ideological
direction of the state, we try to see how the
newspapers react to three national issues; the

Green Revolution Programme and industrial actions



of the second civilian government and the anti-
Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) protests of
the incumbent administration. The issue of press
freedom is also addressed in order to consolidate
the assumption that the freedom of the press is no
barrier to the cooperative relationship between
the Government and the print media. The unity of
state/media aspirations, no doubt, is partly an
attribute of restricted press freedom. Still,
while a free press may result in increased intra-
class disagreements, it is shown that this would
not really mean a departure from the noted
ideological course of the newspapers. This is
essentially because class affiliations and the
entrenched system of production instil what we
perceive as a 'natural’ homogeneity between the
print media and the ruling class.
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CHAPTER 1

INTR IUCTION

1o NATURE OF THE P RO R M

It has become necessary to examine the role of
the mass medig and its contribution to the process
of development in the Third World in genergl, and
Nligewia in particular. The necesrdty stems from
its vital rcle as conveyor of infomation between
the rulers gnd the people, Just as it passes down
informgtion from top, from the rulers to the base,
the ruled s0 should it, in like manner, trgnsmit
knowl edge from the pecple to the governing group,
Thereby, d¢iffuging domlnant and potentigl
development efforts, 1n which members of that
socli ety recognise thelr contributions towards
nationnl development, and get geared for greater
participation in developmental processes. The
usage of the mediag as a meaningivl instrunent of
growth resides in the existing socloweconomic well-
belng of a given society, Hence, the present level
of development in the Third Vorld which cen barely
be described as impreasive 1s reascnabtly attributive

To the ideas and knewledpge conveye
to what funclion the mages media serves in 1t./ The
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'‘message' of the medium thus, has gppropriately
b een termed, the 'idea' which brings forth some
form of consciousness or mode of thought that gradually

directs a society's way of 1ife.,?

The mass media, in thiglifltis suitably defined
as a part of the 'ideclogical state apparatuaee',a
giving ite place as one essential means through
which the state educates 1‘@?3?%1?333?@3331 Gerelopment
fuarantees the maintenance of the status quo. The
coercive nature of the state 1s ensured by two
apparatuses; that of repression, evident in such
public forces as the ammy, the police, the courts,
the prisons and the administration; agnd the
'ideological' apparatus, adopting pAlthusser's temm,
The 1decloglcal comprises, among others, law, trade
unions, the political system of parties, the megang

of communication, etc. The ideocloglcel apparatus

is invaluable to the state because, conceded

Mattel art and Siegel aub,

Beyond the institution of

di rect force, the state
requires organised consensus,
The state cannot merely be
content with carrying out
repression; it must asrsume g
function of "mediation' to

use Gramsci's term, This
function of mediation installs
the state as educator and
fuarantor of organised consensus,
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This function Althusser

desl gnated as 1decloglcal

state spparatus and which

the Italian theoretician

grouped together within the

concept of civil society.3

A mass medium cannot be an equgl representatlve

of two varying ideologies, Where it sedks to
mgintain o system, it cannot, at the same time,
effectively defend what rebels against it. It is
in thie 1ipght this work aims at examining the
print media in Nigeria as an 1deocloglical state
machinery which serves almost always, the interests
of the state. This study involves guthenticating our
perception of the print media's interest as 1dentical
to those of the ruling class. When we spesk of the
'intereste of the state', we refer gimply to those
of the ruling clase, They are indivisible given
the state's provision of the 1declogical and
physical requirements of system stgbilisation, As
an inveterate tool of system maintenagnce, the state
obligatorily nurtures and imparts the ruling
ideology. 1t :Lézgnly way to effectively sustgin the
political conditions needed to reproduce estgblished
rel ations of production, The ruling ideclogy in
this instance refers to the ideas, beliefs and
practigses designed to munify the regeneration of

the capitalist or 'mixed economy' mode of production.
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However, the print media's perpetuation of the
purposes of the state by no means implies a
consciougs intent on its part to do so, The reasons
and the ways through which the Nigerian print media
congociates with the ruling class provide the goal

of this research,

HELHQDL OF SLIRL _ANL _Adaddils

The dally newspapers are the point of focus in
this analysis, The existence of private-owned
newspaperec in Nigeris has not allowed for
ostengibl e projection of 1deas contrary to those
majorly espoused by the state, as perhaps, it would
be expected of them, For some explicable reasons,
the private and government-owned (state/public)
newspapers, amidst divergent quests, are ungble to
deviate, deliberately or otherwvise, from echoing
the wlshes and aspirations of the dominagnt cl ass.
It is therefore, of fundamental interest to this
survey to offer possible explanations to how and why
these popers exhibit a hegemonial posture with the
prevailing ideology in the country, Isolating
the print media for study arises from its greater
allowance for an analyels of class interest. The
entertainment objective, and more importantly,

government's monopoly of the electronic medig
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entrenched in the nation's constitution tends to
leave a non-opague resolution to the question of

whose interest 1s belng served.

This research basically revolves around four

dally newspapers; The Dally Times (DI's), the New

Nigerign (NN), the Nigerian Tribune (NT), and the
Nationgl Concord (NC). Thelr analyslis spans ten

Years and encompasses three regimes: Shagari's
civilian administration - from 1979-1983, Puhari's
military regime, 19841985 and the present
Babangida's military government which began in 1985,
Where exi gent however, a couple of other dally
newspepers would be randomly picked and sampled to
help validate some assumptions that may be volunteered
heres, The criteria for choice of newspapers is
primarily based on two factors; period of existence
and circulatory power, The Dglly Timeg and the

New Nigeri on newepapers are the oldest existing
rovernmenlt newspnapers, Besldes, they dlsplay what
looks likes greater inclination to g nationalist
outlook being owned by the Federal Government, While
the New Niferian is hundred percent Federal-
Covernment funded, the Federal CGovernment hags the
largest shares in the Daily Times Group, The
Nipgerian Tryibune has been selected for not only
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being the oldest existing private newspaper, but
aloo because 1t claims (ed) to represent the
socialist ideology. By way of juxtgposing it with
the others, the legitimacy of the Tribune's claim
would be scught, pmnong other private newspapers,
the Nagtiongl Concord runs second to the Pupnch in
period of existence, Rt we figured the Concord
possesses a greater circul atory power., The
accessi bility of a newspaper to a larger number of
the populace is a good judge to its place in
national development, Clrculatory capacity,

therefore, cannot be omitted.

The papers would be sampled through ga
descriptive content analysis. By this, 211
rel evanl contexts to the various issues belng
exsmined would be given interpretations subject to
our perception agnd comprehension while mgking a
comparative study of the papers. Five other
chapters are Included here. Chapter two glves a
back ground to the genesis of the print medig and
the Nirerian newspapers, with emphaslis on the
experimental papers., This undertakes an assessment
of their mgiden editions or perhaps, anniversary
edition=s that clearly spell out again their set
objectives, The period chosen for analysis is
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expected to show the consistency with which such
goals have been pursued, Chapters three and four
look into two national programmes and one national
issue, While Chapter three explores the Green
Révolution Programme and the issue of strikes in
the second civilian administrgtion, the fourth
chapter undertgdies a study of the military regimes;
the stance of the papers generally and, in particular,
on the ,mnti-SAP violent protests of May 1989,
Contextual samples are strictly to be derived from
the parers' 'editorials,' 'opinions' or 'commentary’
columns, These columns, we believe, best reveal
the popers' own candid impression gbout events.
They benr no by-lines, thus, pointing out that
they are representators of all who decide and
participate in what the papers churn out to the
public, By this, we have chosen to ignore, really,
the intricacies of who actually decides what these
columns report, For the purposes of this research
we are content to assume that these ' gnonymous'
columne reflect the values of the newspapers

proprietors,

The programmes and issue opted for proof have
been so chosen because of what appears like

implicit class differences in them, The Green
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Revelution carried glong with 1t mixed feelings

from the populace. It was a renowned iszsue of
debate in the Second Republic. While some described
it as an encouragement to both tig and small-scale
farmers, many percelved 1t gnother fruitless
inculcation of cgpltgl-intensive farming, meant to
enrich further g small clique of capitalist farmers
while dlccouraging and impoverishing peasant famers
who congatitute the larger segment of the Nigerian
population, The industrial actions of the second
civilian regime posed agnother popular feature of
that administration. 1ike all universal strike
actions, they generally, seemed to reflect c¢lass

dl fferences between the workers and the ruling cl ass.
The recent Structural Adjustment Programme,

commonly called SAP, has been the most flercely
propa¢nted economy recovery programme, 1t has
equally been the most violently reljected. We see
it nccenssary to assess the pepers' posltion on g
SAP which the pleonnere religiously seekc to consummate
and find exact criticlems ggalnat it 1ntoleragble
and duely punishgble,

Chapter five, which is a cort of prelude to
the g xth limpses over the universal

cooperative relationshlip between the government gnd
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the precs, often bringing about the clipping of
the freecdom of the press, With adductions from
the fifth chgpter, the sixth gnd last chapter
addresses the struggle of the Nigerian press to
free itself from Government's constirictions more
prenounced in the military regimes, We gdduce
here however, that whlle preses freedom gtill lacks
proper  definition and to a limited extent, hgs
consplidated Covernment/Press rel otionship, the
ptrugple 18 not o vigorous effort to unciub the
basic interest they share with the Covernment, which
really eariis them being called 'Idecloglical State
MApparatus', Some pcte and Decrees promulgated to
shatkle the print medig would be viewed, and
findings from the newspapers endow our deductions,
This chrpter olso comprises the conclusgion, It
sumg up n number of press follo in Nigperia

ingenerate in the print med g scheanagtism,



THE PHINT MELIA, IN A CAPITALIST SOCIETY: A

TUR RETICAL APPRAI SAL

It is generally accepted that g mode of
communication 1s conditioned by an existing mode
of production. TBmnphatic on the capitalist soclety,
some studies revealed the role of the media as one
in alliance with the processes geared towgrds the
reproductlon of the capitalist mode of production,
(Mattel art and Slegal gub, 1979) (Ipwning, 1984)
( Gardner, Medias Politicg and Cul ture) (Smith, 1980).
Explicit in these vorks is the mass media‘'s
function in both developed and developing societies
as a propagandist tool for Western culture,
deplcting too the needs of the ruling c¢lass in
such counlrles to conslntently Jjustify and legitimize
their rule, In developing countries, thic is
belleved to mystify 'a conscioushess of the real

problem of development and dependency...h

The Nigerian print media presents iteelf gs
one of the ruling class veritable ideclogical
mechanisms, instilling on the people its interests,
This 15 achieved in a number of ways as would be
pointed out later on here, Most glaring however,
is that majority of the newspapers have been found

to belong to members of the bourgeois ¢l ass, many
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of whom are affiliated to the ruling group. Yet,
some of such proprietors may conveniently be
lumped under the middle class which really does not
alter the situation of things very much, For it is
the proper definition of this middle class that has
historically proved cumbersome due to its growth
and alliance with the upper class or that also
identi fied as the'ruling class'.

John Ibwning's The Medig Machine argued for
instance, that the capitalist class, belng just ga
emall segment of the society and ungbtle to rule
alone needs class allies to secure their rule. The
petty-tourgeoisi e, among whom are journalists
provide the much needed alliance. Dowhing found
the medig therefore,

«es on integral part of the

development of the institutional

ideological complex of capitalist

rule - a part of the development

of the mling class in alliance

or struggle with other classes...5
Similarly, Marx and t™gels in the Gemman Ideology
described the media as an extension of the capitaglist
system. They conceived the 1dea of the ruling
class the 'ruling idea' at every given period,
giving Lthelr control and manipul ation of the

available material means of vaoduct.icun.6 Against
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this background, while acknowl edging the dearth
of researches devoted to gdequate analysis of

the collaboration of the indl genous bourgeoisle
with the imperi gllsts, Maltel art and Siegelaub

conceded to the existence of this glliance,

There are innumerable studies
that describe the invasion of
magazines, television serials,
advertising mecsages and other
culturnl merchandlase from the
U.8, in Third World countries,
Yet, in the literature on this
theme, there are very few

angl ysis which are capable of
explaining how imperi nlist
worka in connection with the
internzl bourgeoisie and the
local ruling classes which
serve as 1ts relay accomplice.?

Schiller asserted likewlse, that the
'communicption industries' be understood as fostering
the interest of the mling class, which in the

Western context, is the caritaglist c].ass.8 and

Hanis Magnus Mzengberger's The Conpciocusnesgg

Industry succintly proffered that the mind industry'a
main prenccupation 1s immersed in the sale of the
Texisling power' rather than its products. He
1illustrn ted Lhgt the press has always been
susceptible, one way or the other, to the influence
ol capil l',:ﬂ_.g These, viorsa, wdoubtedly, lidvetheir -

merit, Vor, the secondary place emphatically’ accorded
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mle of nrofit, of adverts in the news business
could be doubted, -« In Nigerla, for
example, the newspapers main business is debalable.
In fact, it could easily be assumed that prior to
their purposes is the generation of profit, though
circumstantial evidencds prove suchl sweeping
assumption erroneous, The issue of profit would
seem to anply primarily to the private newspapers
whoge pnlitical character often appears to be in
undesi rable competition with the economic requirements

of the paper.

Rafael Drinot Silva's contribution in

Communication gnd Class Struggle stressed the

prominent place of the advertising agencies as a
power within the media, essentinlly reproducing the
capitalist iderlopgy. Silver arpued that the bloom
of the industrial revolution and the subsequent
expansion of the madcet place involved the
newspaners in an economic process where producers
wore 1inted to the consumerg through advertiging.
Thus, relegating the nevs to a secondary position,
Because the rise of the press allowed for advertising,
and resul tantly, organised mgrket in the beginning
of the 19th century, it must not be forgotten that

the development of the market necessitated and
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advanced vthe need for the press. Silva observed

From then on, the mancet,
advertising and the media
developed together, with
the nature of advertising
and the communications
medla being determined by
their participation in the
capitalist economy. 10

What is inferrable is the idea of promoting
capitaliom through emphasis on prmofit accumul ation -
for the newspgpers. While it is no falsehood that
the media in developing societies, generally, are
subsbrvient to the caritalist ideology, it is also
stating Lhe obvious to say that in doing this, the
media is more accessible to some social strata in
tho socinty, Besides thelir owmership and control
by a privileged few, more often than not, it is
gnlely the literate persons who identify themsgel ves
with it, Nigeria is a case in point where the
majority of her populace are still not literate and
the increasing escalation in prices of newspapers
further diminishes the percentage of the 1learned

persons who read newspapers,

Government-ovnership of most newspapers in the
country does not seam to have made any meaningful

di fference in this gffair, Of gbout the thirty-five
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newgpapers published in the country as at 1987, the
Federal and state governments between them owned
about twenty-two of them and political conslderations
were the bagis for gppointment of chief executives

and editors of these palpers.11

The inavial abllity
of the newspapers to a majority of the citizenry
makeos sceptical having to describe the mass media
as the "naption's consci enca'.12 The inadequacies
of the Nipgerian Newspaper glves great

cause for concern as thel rgr-ezter_- pemissl veness to
views from the general public ought to lend
credence to thelr being the society's watch dog.
Government's total ownership of the electronic
mediag and to a very large extent, the print as
well, elucidates the argument that increasing
government contml innevitably anzounts to increase
in its pover to manipulate and contrml gll1 foms of
expressions held to pose a threat to the stabllity
of tha povernment and, of course, to 'national
interest', Thus, it is not only in societies like
Masla thal the print madl a severely under-represents
some secltion of the soci ety.lz’ Because the Nigerian
Newspaper principally speats for Lhe ruling class,
the ordinary citizen is usuglly no':z-’x-tpresented.

It is in this 1ight that the press has time

and again been accused of assisting the ropression
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of the dominated and exploited class. They mgke 1t
a success by the breeding of an ideology which
culminates in deeply relnforcing the dominaton of
one class by another and therefore, widening the
gap of inequality between property owners and the
dominated, This is a goal not in jeopardy even
where government newspapers patently criticlze, in
very strong tems, the government itself., Some
critlca of the capltaliast preass have been moved
there in, to suggest that the role of the press
should be one of 'heading the tide of discontent
that millions of working people feel under capitalism,.
into the safe harbour of reformiem'.'% It is the

nature of this refom that is &l sputavle.

Socialist scholars, for example, insistent on
the ole of the 1eft press dismiss the mass media
ns a sort of conspiracy to hold down the working
voonle by confaging and disaming millions of workers.
Ibr these scholars, newspapers are one of the causes
of 'false consclousness' among wor<ing people.15
Many of such criticisms on the capitalist press
substantially highlighted means by which the press
sub-dues sources of alerting workers to their
ri.ghts and obligations. Example of this could be

found in bias coverages of issues and events of
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cruclal advantage to the wel fare of woﬂcers.‘ Many
of those judgements, however, have pald inadsequate
attention to a number of cogent problens militating
agalnst the capitalist press particularly in Africa,
Sich proll ans ind].uda; changes in government often
accompan’. 2d by attendant political changes -

new laws, decrees, acts, that gll mgke a derision
of alttenpts by some geclors of the press to instil
connl dorsabl e consclousneons in thelir audience. These
reproofs have underscored tha expectations of a
presgs ovned by a fraction of the bourgesis c¢lass in
leaguce witlh Lhe ruling class, There has also been
a play downh, unfortunately, on the tadis involved
in heading off disagtisfactions felt by the workers,
auch ag; the liberty to do so whithout being proscribed
In the camo of newspapers and news magazines; and
Lha cnercive Ingtitutions of the state often
convenienltl y enmployed in sutordlnating obstinate
labour channdls for expressing sich dlscontent the
rul. ers vonld rather not hear. Then, there is

the lack of unity anong workers and the gross
inefficiency of many labour leaders. Thus, workers
do not alwnys sped: In unison, Grlevances are
urmally epressed in ingignificant plece-meal which

s hardly ever propitous to the workers.
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Labour leaders in turn, for sundry reasons, not
excluding comfortagbly lumping themsekves with the
ruling oligarchy, turn their backs on vitgl pressing
problems of the workers. Lagbour Unions in most Third
World countries appear too wesk to persistently
continue with the struggle for the working people.
It is not the objective of this work to del ve into
the workings of the labour unions, especiglly as they
exist in dependent capitalist entities since it
vould enpender a deviation from our stated course of
research, Suffice it to say for now that there 1s
enough reason to describe the organisation of the
media in Nigeria as a material element in the overall
alliance of the capitalist class with the petty-
bourgeoisi e, who could, as a necessity ally with the
exploited to maintain the status quo, Besides the
coercive nature of the state, quite useful in
homogeni ging the press and the ruling class, this
homogenelly is als0 a product of the sociagl status

of most newspaper proprietors in Nigeria.

Findings on West African countries, Nigeria
beging a profound example, point to Western education
as having created an 'African elite' who established

Lthe very first African newspaper5.16

Nnamdi Azikiwe
and the late Obafemi Awolowo fall within this group

of African elite who set up the pioneering
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indigenous private newspapers in Nigeria., With
Azikiwe's later assumption of the office of President
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and Awolowo,
Premier of the then Western region, they both

became members of the ruling oligarchy and their
individual pepers, in accordance, falthfully

represent ed their interests as rulers of assigned
regions, It was evident in the papers' protection

of the objectives of the NCNC - Azikiwe's political
party then, and the AG which was founded by ;10&1!310\«)..17

vidently, there exists a comprehensible link
between the interest of the press and that of the
ruling class which dates back to pre-independent
Nigeria. Owners of newspapers at that time were
core members of the indigenous rling body, It
was only natural therefore, that their papers
identified with thelir aspirations, Detaglls of thisg
are provided in the second chapter., Nonethel ess,
we see 1L expedient to assess classes as obtalnable
in Nigerin., This is expected to fairly establish who
constitute the ruling class as well as clearly set
out the ~1ass we congider, ' fundamentally

represented in the newspapers.



1QY) S0CI4 CLASSES: THE NIGERI AN VARL ANT

A though man has for long accepted the inequality
among men in society, the controversies surrounding
the basis and characteristics of social classes
have not been expunged., Beginning from Plato,
societies were presumed structured, eso that citizens
belong to various strata; the Cuprdigng, the
uxillinariegs and the w‘a Tousseau concelved
the existence of two kinds of inequality among men -
the natural physgicagl which is the product of nature
and congints of di fference of age, health and body
strength and the state of the mind or of the soul,
Amd there is that which may be called moral or
potentinl inequality because 1ts genesis duels on a
'kind of convention ,.. and is8 authorised by the
consent of men'.19 This comprises of the di fferent
privileres some men enjoy at the detriment of others.

For example, the state of belng wealthier, more

honoured, more powerful, or in a position to exact
obedience, Aristotle was conscious of the essence
of inequality among men in societies to the general
wel fare of that community, He offered what he considere

the 'best political communication' necessary for the
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rel ations between men, The 'ideal city', he
conceptualised, consists of '... equals and similars
which generally, are the middle class. Thus,
ensuring moderation and checking excess. He oposed
any conlrol by two other elements believed to exist
in all societies: the yery rich and the very poor.
The former he judged as 'willing to submit to
authority' and the latter, not only 'too degraded

Lo participale as citizens, but are biologically

.
inferior, X

b tiomore, however, regarded the boundaries of
s0clial clnsses as less precisely defined. Because
they tdre no root in any specific legal or religious
rules as caosteg or feudgl estates, their
characteristics are exclusively economic.a1 The
rice of cnclial classes therefore, is associated with
the first historical expansion of productive forces,
based on Ihe production of surplus which invol ved
the exten:lon of the division of 1abour beyond the
family. and subseguently, there was an emergence of
pri vate ovnergship of economic resources, Karl Marx
became the first to provide an extensive and indepth
concept of the rise of social clacsses and their
historical role in the social changes in eocieties.
The strugrle between opposing classes is pristine

in his perception of the history of existing
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societies, His Communist Mani fegto explicitly
affimed at the beginning that, 'the history of all

hitherto existing societies is the history of class
stmggles'.az For Marx, the gppearance of all social
¢l acses 1s essentiaglly the effect of g society's
mode of production and relations of production, Each
mode of production, agriculture or industrislism,
procures its attendant antithesis and strati fication
of the society. This could prevall in g relstionship
between the 1 and-owner and the slave, or between the
capitalist ovner of the factory and the worker, He
sav men's interests in di fferent rel ations to the
means of production ss inevitably antagonistic,

thus, the persisting struggl es among classes in

gsoci. eti es,

In concongnce with Marx, Weber concerted to the
contrwl of property as fundamental in the
delemmination of status change of an individugl or
class, He however, included Power and Pregtipge
and projected these, nlong vith property control as
the basis of hierarchical structure, Veber
acltnowl edged the very close 1ink between economic
and politicsal power inspite of the demarcation he
drew between property di fferences which he stated

generates ¢l ncses and Power di fferences which beget
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Political Partieg,®” Lenin, likewise, defined
social clnsses in respect to the ownership of the
means of production, For him social classes are,

Large groups of people

dl ffering from each other

by the place they occupy in

the history determined system

0f social production by thelr

rel ation (in some cases fixed

and fommulated in 1lagw) to the

means of production; by their

role in the social organisation

of 1abour, and consequently,

by the dimensions and mode of

acquiring the share of social

wealth of which they dispose.2h

Lenin's conception of social classes based on

Marxist thought is further grounded by Fobert Tucker
who explained social classes as a manifestation of the
degree of the development of divigion of 1abour, The
divigion of labour prevalent in g nation foremostly
leads to Lhn» geparation of induetriasl and commercisl
from agricultural 1abour!' 2> and eventually, to the
cl eavare of towvn and country and to the conflict of
their interests, He el aborately explained that the
divicion of labour gradually gives birth to various
splits among the individuals cooperating in definite
lkinds of 1 nbour, Centering the fomation of social
classes on the ownership of the means of production,
Tucker rennrked that at the level of commungl and

state-ovrership, the division of labour and class
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rel ation between citizens and slaves is completely
developed. Hence, the opposition between town and
counlry and later on between states which represent
town interests and those that represent country

interests,

Marx identified two principal classes - the
bourrecisci ¢ and the working class which are fairly
rasily ascertainagble in most societies., ™ut his
intemedi nte class,. those often referred to as the
'middle cl nsses' have posed numerous problems to his
theory on cl ass because Marx's middle classes have
enomously fcrowvn to negate his vision of them as
the cl asses to, in time, disappear in modern
sncieties, This middle class encompassed emall
producere, craftemen, artisans, omall fammers and
gel f-employed professional men, many of whom hgve
been absorbed into large capitalist ent.crpr'iaes.ze
Thouph Marx's study chiefly delineated ™g) and at
that time, it hge been found to hold some universal
rel evance to Birope, Asia and Africa, Adhering
strictly to Marx's notion of class is knotty when
arplied to Africa, considering the keen discord in the
historical processes of Mirope, the foundation for
larx's thecory and Africa. Africa may not be
described as a classless soclety; yet, social

strati fication in Africa is highly contested.
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African societies are portrayed as having practised
the caste and feudal estate systems, Just as the
derivation of classes in these societies is traceable

to thelr distinct modes of production,

Studying Africa generally, Ben Turok congidered

four class structures: the Pourgeoig Proper, under
which he identified four closely related actors (1)

International capital, (ii) the state bourgeoisie,
(i1L) the cmprador wurgeolsie, (1v) the national
bourgeoicie. These constitute fractions of the bloc,
capital, ond on the one hand, are homogenous in

rel ation te labour and the masses, while on the
other some factors bring them on contradictory tems,

The Peti t-Tourgeoigi e: This is defined as

‘characteristically ambiguous' in recognition of
its tendency to ally with the ruling bourgeoisie
and the sulordinate classes, However, Turok glluded
to Poulantzas who pictured the 'traditional petit-
lourgeoini e' as marked by

s the combingtion of

ovnership vith the absence

of direct exrloitation of

wage-l abour ,., This group

may also engage in 1and-

lordicm, money-lending and

aranfe of petty practices...??
Poul antzas, furthemore, proposed the existence of

a frapmenl of this petit-bourgeoicie and called them
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'New Petit-Pourgeoisie'. Listed in this group are,
non-productive wage earners also known as 'white-
collar workers' in such enterprises as banks and
commercial fimms. They are said to be quite
distingui shgble from the working class., The New
Petit-FPourgeoisie neither possesses economic
ownership nor the means of procuction. They,
therefore, do not exactly belong to the bourgeois
clasn, This is also the group boxed: together with
the working class by some who found expl anations
for doing so in the presumption that they are vage/
sal ary ea'ners. FPut Poulantzas firmly held that
what is important is not that they earn Wages or
salaries, but rather, the unproductive nature of
their 1alour., Others enlisted in the 'New Peti t-
Pourgeoisi @' group include, doctors, lawyers,
accounbtants and other professlonpls - thel r
'1deological' role being merely the provicion of
critical support to the neo-colonial regime which
protects their interecste., This rlratum is believed
to exercise no & rect rolitical dominagtion over the

vorking cl ass. 28

We have some reservations atout Poulantzas' New
Petit-Tourgeoisl e, What, for instance, distinctively
distingvishes the traditional pelit-bourgeoigie, he

characteri ned as riven to 'landlordienm', 'money
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lending', etc, from the new Petit-Fourgeoisie he
majorly concerned himsel f with thelr overall alliance
with the bourgeoisie? Ines he wish to impress the
notion that the so-called traditional petit-
bourgeoisie depict no affiliations whatsoever with
the bourgeoisie? And was colonigliem not responsible
for the nlmost simul taneous rise of Poul antzas'
traditional petit-tourgeoisie and the lawyers,
doctors nnd accountante? Or perhaps, there existed
a traditional petit-bourgeoisie pre-colonialiem?
Regardlecss of the blurrness in fractionaglising the
petit-tourgeoisie, we are not obtlivious to the
substance of this class. And that predominantly,

ig its mle as middl e-men who usually politically
associnte themselves wvith the bourgeoisie,

The third structure discovered by Turok is the
Working Class. Just like the petit-bourgeoisie,
the quali fying features of tlds class are complex
Lo itemlse, Divergent views are held about who
fa211 within this catepory, A summation of these
di ffering oplnions generate problems in attempts
to credit the working class with g proper definition,
Fanon, for example, considered them g sub-gection
of Lthe middle class connected to the bourpgeoiele
by specio)l interecte. He found them glien to the
masses, fMce described the proletariat the working




cl ass because the proletariat incloses both

vorkers and peasants, Meanwhile, Saul and Arrighi
argued that the working class (workers) embraces

two groups; the'semi-proletarianised peasants'
engaged in wage employment, and the 'proletariat
proper' with stable employments. The proletariat
proper, being gtill ed 1abourers, earn higher
incomes than their unekill ed counterparts - the
somi-prol elbari anised peasants. The gkill ed work ers,
in union with the 'elites and sub-elites' in the
civil service and expatriate fi ms constitute the
'labour aristocracy'. They were also shown as
inclined towards becoming junior partners of the
dominont power bloc.29 The peagsantry is demgnated
as the 1ot class structure in African oocieti es.
Those inclugive in this stratum are, subsistent
farmers, the poor rural people, not leaving out
agric-ware 1labourers. They were also defined gs
"the major victims of Lhe injustices and inefficiencies

of the post-inderendence state ...'30

In lipgeria, the emergence of social classes
has been attributed to the ownerslip of the means
of producltion, as well as in the development of the
forces of production, Onimode's classlfication

of the Nigerian society presents an appreciable
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picture of what still obtains presently in the
country., Neo-capitnlist Nigeria is likened to an
extengion and a development of colonial class
formations., He suggested three formations
ascocianted vith the process; (i) the imperialist
bourgeoicie also termed 'imported oligarchy'; (4141)
the domestic bureaucratic bourgeoiele and (11ii) the
working class. The bureaucratic bourgeocisie
denolte Lhe domectic comprador exploits nurtured by
the foreign btourgeoisie through education and
religious indoctrination, For Onimode, this class
nurses identicgl interest vith the imperiglist
bourpgeoisie on many issues. PBelonging to the
bureaucratic bourgeois class are five major strata;
(1) the political and Mgher adminigtrative elite,
such as 1raders of petty-bourgeois political
partiee, pemanenl secretaries, traditional

1l ers - emirs, obas, oblis, etc., (i1) commercial,
finsneial industrial and contractor petty-
bourgeoicie, (1ii) officers corp of the armed
forces nnd police vho guarantee the protective
cover for the bureagucratic bourgeoisie, These
three ctrata, that is, the politico-administrative
elite, the buginess oligarchy, and the military-
polite clite constitute the rvling class of the
Nigerian buregucratic bourgeoisie gince the sl xties. 3
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Onimode's Nigeri an 'miling class' is largely
in line with Marx's 'upper class' or 'ruling class’,
This group is recognised by its owvnership of the
principal means of production and the control of
the cources of political domination - leglidl ation,
courte, administration, military force, and the
arenci e of intell ectunl Persuacion, 32 Ho found
detectail e two of hn;-rr;‘:tjo“r‘?f' the buresucratic
bourgeoisie that are ally to the first three
primary among thesge in the professional group:
doctors, lawyers, atacdemic,engineers, the hi gher
clergy =nd other associations who offer technicgal
and operational assi stance to the ruling class,
The second stratum is the Manageri al section,
alternalively call ed 'intendant class! 3 Included
in this GIOUp are, national functionaries and
Sal ariat who acquired manageri al technique and
training in Western educational institution or in
Lhe locnl ones sreatly influenced by Western
standards, The professional and managerial put
togethery become the 'middl e class', Finally, in
Neo-colonial class formations are the working
peiple or the proletariat, made up of the peasantry,
factery workers, operators and other Viare 8l aves,
The 1 and file sol di ers and policemen, r;Lud('ntB,

petity-artisan, such as tailors, sho e-m gk ers, petty
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traders and the unemployed all fall within this

(‘,‘m\lp.

Onimode's and Turok's class structures have
quite a number of things in common, Turok's
however, hinders adequate understanding of soclial
cl asses as begotten in many African societies,
Nigeria in particular, His fractionalisation of
the Pelly-bourgeoicsie breeds ambipguity and
confusion, Nonethel ess, worthy of note ie Onimode's
domegtic bureaucratic bourgeoigie which is a

conbinntion of three of the four fractions of

Turok's 'bourgeoisie proper'. These are, the
state tourgeoici e, the comprador and the nationgl
bourgeoisie; and the petit-bourgeoisie split into
the traditional and the "New' petit-bourgeoisi e.
Identi fying the ruling class in Nigeria from
Onimode's model is less burdensome where one is
severely in gsearch of the indi genous ruling cl ass.
lle doess not perceive the working class and the
peasantry as two distinct classes as it does
appear in Turok's description of class structures
in Africsa., Rather, Onimode's working class

enbodi es the peasants,

We are aware no one model of social

stratification is infallible since no one society
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is static. Just as the soclety grows so does its
class structures which become 1liable to some
metgmorphosis, Onimode, like many other authors

was alert to certain loop holes in his model., Hence,
he was sengible to the complicacy of the working
class ond identified one concrete problem with it

as the prevalence within it of a 'labour aristocracy’
of trade union leaders whose class posgitions are
obviously proletarian, but acquire the 1life styles
of the pelit-bourgeoisie, given thelr jobs as

union officials. He also observed that the
professional stratum of the buregucratic bourgeoisie
does, at times, get incorporated with the domestic
ruling class through party affiliation and political
appointments, Onimode, as earlier stated, is not
alone in Lhig dilemma, Citing Saul and Arrighi,
Turok commented on the alliance that could be

formed beltween Lhe latour aristocrats and the
dominsnl power bloc, Congequently, mimply placing

them in Lhe woirking class proves insufficient,

What does all this potend for the state, the
ruling cl ass and the print media in Nigeria?
Tdting Onimode's model, it is easy to understand
what is meant when we say the state newspapers,
naturally, are in hamony with the rling class

ifit is remembered that the state in Nigeria is an



33.
integral part of the ruling body. This group has
identity in Turok's 'Tourgeoisi e proper' and
Onimode's 'domestic tureaucratic bourgeoigie',
The Nigerian print media may be classed under
Onimode's bureagucratic bourgeoisie whose three
strata, he argued, have formed the ruling class
in Nigeria since the sixties. and for convenience,
the print medla, in Turok's class structures belong
to Lhe 'NMeow Peti t-Tourgeoisgie'. The print medi g,
whether a segment of the domestic bureaucratic
bourgeoisie or the New petit bourgeoisie
confederates with the ruling class, and that ig

most important here,

It is troubl esome to fit the Nigerian print
media inlo one class. The factors of affluence
and deference could automatically el evate some
Newspaper proprietors to the 'upper class' and
others, the 'middl e class'. However, we tadke solace
in Lhe peneral acceptance of the exlstence of
some uni Ly between the upper or ruling class and
the midile class, If thig is established, the role
of the pvint media as an ideolofical state
apparatus is intelligibl e, Assoclated with the
ruling cl ass, and being a very viable channel
through which the rul ers no malise the system

because they could also easily associate themsel ves
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with the other lower classes, it mgkes sense that

they nurture one ideology with the ruling class,

However, the subordination of the Nigerian
newspapers to the interest of the dominagnt class
is not an obliteration of the various superficial
interests among the papers which bring them into
conflict, State and private newspapers do now and
again, hold conflictuagl views on certain issues.
(ovornment newspapers war with each other, just as
the private nevspapers do. But these differences,
we found, are really only intra-class wranglings.
They are not basic ideological antagonisms,
therefore, they enforce no meaningful socio-
economic vicissitude in the capitalist systemn, The
coll aboration to maintain the system is carried out
in various ways, One of such is through the
fosterins by the print media of an imperialist

cul ture.

1@) . TIE PRHINT MEDLA AND THE CULYURE OF IMITATION:
A_THEDRETICAL PERSPECTIVE

To exomine the print media as an ideological
state avparatus, we conceive the need to do so on
the prerise of a culture of imitation because
ideolory embraces the 1deas and practisec that

inform mon's way of 1life, It reveals the existence
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of a necessary link between 'inverted' forms of
consciousness and men's material existence',”” It
is also 'everything... relevant to man's political
condition and puts forward a doctrine that would
be necessary in forging, sustaining or changing
that condition'.”" Every society's 1ife finds

root in one form of 1deoclogy or another,

When we spedc of a culture of imitation, we
essentinlly refer to the imposi tion, adaption and
the cul tivation of an ideology; in Nigeria's case,
capitalist in essence, which directs gnd controls ga
people's mode of existence, This process resides
in the relationship between the guper-gtructure
and the bpse, The super-structure, that is, the
production of 1deas and opinions by percons is
perceived as intimately associated with man's
materinl activity, 'the processes in real 1ife and
fits prazigt .35 Here, the culture to copy dictagtes
a tronscedental tranemission of values and 1deas
in a one way process involving three el ements; the
inductriadlized/imperialist societies, the
indi genous ruling sepment in the developing
socioti es, and the citizenry. Critical of the
medi a's unilinearly function, from top to bottom,
Maltelart and Siepielaud annotated:
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A transmitter tranemits the
super-structure of the
capitalist mode of production
to the receiver, an audience,
the great majority of which
does not see its own pre-
occupations and models of 1life
reflected in the messages
transmitted but rather, the
asplrations, values and noms
which bourgeois domination
congsiders to be most favourgble
for its survival, Thus, what
is at issue is the gppropriation
of an event or g plece of news,
in which the people are the
nctors, in order to lepitimapte
the oystoem of dominagtlion, 36

In monopoliging the news, the ruling class sets

apart for itsel f the products of social forces and
proclaims itsel f 'absolute master and sole interpreter
of the interests of society as a whole', The

bourgeolrie, therefore, can be soid to possess 'the

dynamic of information', the guthors concluded.

Assimil ating the salient socio-economic
doclrines of imperinl cultures is fundamental in
NigZeria's dependent capitalist posture. The
caritalinl inelinations are precipitated and
sustained by a befitting 1ideoclogy of which
counterfoiting major ethics of the developed
capitalict society 1s principal. The Nigerian
print media plays a remarkagble part in this

procesc. Some expl nnations have generally been
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pro ferred for why the objectives of the news
industry extends beyond the ostensible gdvertising
of goods and services and the protection of
nationalist intentions. Some of these studies

have stressed the impact of news medig activities
in the developling societies, than in industriaglised

n'\tion Ge

Carl Gardnsr, ior Instance, alluded,to -
Inzencberger's

esgay on the industrialization of the mind ;ihere
Mmzensberper argued thaot the products of the mind
industry must be sought beyond the common notion
of a '"'sellers' and buyers' market ... or production
costs'. !e found this idea valuable tut pointed
out thnal Lo drum consistently and splely on the
commerci nl interents is to trample on the mleof
the mind industries in socleties, The gale of its
produclts is not overriding to the mind industry's
main business, tut rather, selling the existing
order to porpetuate the prevalling pattern of
man's domination by man, he maintained., Hence, 'No
matter who rung the society and by what means, ...
an entire industry is engaged in ... elimingting
possibl o features and reinforcing the present
patterns of dominntzion.'s? He conceptuglised the

mind industry's major pre-occupation as residing in
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the promotion of those ideas that sedt to reinforce

an exisling status quo.

On o more particular level, Nordenstreng and
Schill er censured the colonisation of the Third
World for the genesis of the instill ation in these
countries of a culture of imitation; what they
named 'cnl turagl colonisation', They advanced the
argumenl that colonisation subjected the Third
World Lo »n political, economic and soclio-cul tural
subservi rice, These less developed societlies,
underpgo therefore, a graduagl transformation of
their values and behavioural patterns to reflect
those of the metropolitan countries, The authors
alleged that the attzinment of independence by the

coloni e brought no genuine change in thelr gocial

atatus, Rather,

«os the infused patterns have
been maintained and reinforced |
through a variety of mechanieme.
Fducation has traditionzlly played
an important role. Members of
the elite and the middle class
were (are) frequently educated

in the mnjor developed countries
where, of course, they were (aras
also e:xrosed to the 1ife styles
of the hogt eocieties, Similarly,
domestic educagtion in many Third
World countries is based on
material imported from former
metropoles, 01d socio-cul turgl
ties are alro strenpglhened by
fcreign lanpuage broadcasts,
newcpapers, and extensive

cul turygl programmes of major
developed countries. All these



mechani ems whose control is

usually also highly concentrated

di sseminagte the values and

behavioural patterns of a few

major developed countries,

which thus, keep intentionally

or not, the developing countries

within the socio-culturgl orhit

of these countries. 38
Screening the role of advertisements in this
dispensnlion, the authors vividly explained that
while advertising directly appeals to a society's
value-ori entation, eorecially ile consumer values,
it simult-neously sells'products' as it does
'ideas'. Advertising thus, engincers the
consuming patterns already entrenched in the

developing countries,

In -n article Lilled 'National Sovereipnty
and Intermastional Communication, Culture in the
procecs of dependent development', Raquel Salinas
and Leenn Paldan opined that economically,
cultural imperipliom is presently being increasingly
ansocialed wvith the rle of the tranenationgls in
the development of capitaliem. pmnong orrans

perpetuating
¥ | this purpose is the medig whose activities

propel cul tural imperialism, This, cruciglly, is
in rel~lion to the mediag's role in the reproduction
of the covitalist mode of production, both gt

the economic and cultural ideological 1eva1.33
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In another reference to Salinas and Paldan, Chin
Chuan-l,ee decl ared that what the authors call ed
"dependent development' present a more enlightening
explanation to cultural imperialism. This
dependency is nouri shed by 'mul ti-national
conglomerates of monopoly capitaliem' which agid

the inductriglisation of some peripheral areas.

... COOpting the expanded locagl
bourgeoisie and the middle
class into the sphere of
metropoli tan cul tural
influences, while intensl fying
the marginzlisation of lower
classes. As a result, the
local culture of industry, in
gseking larger profits in the
matketl economy is especially
resvonsive to the con?ditioning
of the metropoles = and thus
drives toward cul tural
homogeni sation. 4O

Chin Chuan-Lee found the mass media a part and
parcel of this development, He had enrlier asserted
that as far back as the late fiflies, the mass media
has been congtrued as plunged into 'producing
citizens Lhrough out the Third Vorld with g magic
modernicing personaglity'. It is one emphatic,
inhovalive, cognmorolitan, achi evement-oriented,
literate, etc. This perstnglity pays minimal or no
congi deration to the extant structural inhibitions

of such sncieties as well as the international
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system, The author expressed doubts about the
Third World mass media having convincingly proven
themsel ves a vanguard of social change. This is all
the more o because of their inclination towards
being 'conservative cultural agencies' thrusting
forwvard the noms and vglues of the status qu.o.t*‘I
Mttressing this, he cited Nordenstreng and Varis
who envigsioned 'bourpgeois journaplicm'! or mass
communication in capitalist society as performing
three major functions: (i) to conceal class
anlblaronism inside soclety and to compensate for the
cysteme of glienation; (ii) to illegitimize the
concrele social alternatives to the established
order of society; (iii) to mgke profit a branch of
commerci »1 indugtry., Concluding, the authors
defined the mass media as a sustainer of the status

pe |
qUO - l“-

Similarly anal ysing development and
communicnlion, Tonald Benge dwelled critically on
the 'modern personaglity'. Hie arpument was that
universnlly, some sectors of the populace are
rullibl o to the mass media's inculcation of a new
image in them. Penge made the followving submission;

In between the educated (or
over-educated) elite and the
peasant masses exists what
ohe could call a hal f-educated

or clerical class, the manbers
of which are pemanently
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struggling to improve themsel ves
by some kind of fomal qualifica-
tion like a Ceneral Certificate
of Education., They are intent on
freeing themsel ves from the
threat of manual 1labour or a
return to the land, and
correspond to the lower middle
class elements in gdvanced
cocieties, Thelr precarious
economic foundation are reflected
in psychological insecurity, and
having partly abandoned the
attitude of the traditional
gociety in which they were born,
they are not equipped to adopt
or even fully understand the

new men above them, Sach
individuals wvill naturally
respond to commercial adverts
and will attempt to 'ape thelr
betters' in thelr consumption

of material goods; but that is
not 211. They do not represent
in any sense a revolutionary
force and their expectations are
necessarily parasitic: the new
atti tudes must be sourht else-
wvhere, 43

Penre mard-ed this as the beginning of
"modernity' and the famous rising expectations !the
peasanlts never had, Mass communication, in
particul ar, filmg and radio play a highly
measuratbl e role in this dispensation; they are
'mobility multipliers' leading people to imaginary
universce and disciplining them in emphatic df.ills.u*
While Penge's postul ation is remarkably applicable
to Migeria, his '"guilty' class, the one he
addressed ac the ‘clerical class' 1s not the only

cl ass that dons the '‘modern personality'.
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Coloni sation created modern persong in all

identi figMe c)psres in Nigerd g, perhaps, save

for the peasantry. mnd looking at the rise of the:
newspaper industry in the country, it is not
wrong’ ’ ) to assume that the most
'modern' among such modern personalities were

in fact, the new African elite who schooled abroad -
those Benge may vish to call 'over educagted'.
Having: been perfeclly stecped in the imperial
culture, they, together with the colonigl settlers
di ffused the alien culture overtly and subtly.

ile expressive on the entire phenomenon of
aculture of imitation is Anthony Smith's The

Geopolitics of Infowmption which detail ed ample

reacons for the nalure of communication in the
Third "orld, Smith laid the blame absolutely on
"dependency', promoted by the imbuing of an
imperinlint cul lure which represses the growth of
indipgenous values, He attrituted the handicap of
the nevespsaper industry in the Third World to the
needs of Lhe capitalist market to which the
developing countries are subjugated, and more
intensely articul ating Third World's foster of an
imperialist culture which he found concentrique to

capibtaliom, Snith commented on its pemeation in
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all facets of journalism in the Third World.

"estern attitudes have been

fed into the training of

Third World journaliste as

much as that of other Thi rd
World technicians, professionals
and craftesmen; inevitably,
developing societies first
imported an attempted Western
newspaper culture when they
imported the technology. The
reporters of the developing
vorld - those who have been
Lrained abroad as well as those
whose training has been on the
newspaper in thelr own socletles
tend to be judged by Western
standards, There is no measure
ol competence which is separable
from the beliefs and atilitudes
of those who have deslgned the
standards, The whole
professionslisation of the
moedia in developing countries

ie the result of cultural
Lranspl antation and the
practinioners have thus to
cbtruggle with the special
contradictions of their
situation, 45

Salienl to these arguments is the mass media,
the print media's implementation of an ideoclogy
manu factured in the West, In Nigeria, the ideology,
in newspapers and other socio-economic values tend
to thrive in such gmbiguous expressions as 'national
interest', 'national r;m:v.zrit.,y',,}“*E> and public
vel fare. As a dependent capitalist society, the
Higerian print median may be construed as an
extension of the capitalist system; borrowing

Marxist iden, This implies an evolution of a
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superstructure of ideas; genuine reflections of
the canitalist mode of production, and widely
spread by the print media. It is less astonishing
therefore, that the developing world could reaglly
not have improved beyond their present status,

their medin being extensions of the Western culture, 47

There is no doubt that Nigeria's colonial
experience prepared the ground for capitalist bliases.
Colonilicm preached a culture of imitation; a
cul ture of 'importation' by proclaiming Western
standard 'ideal' and compelling Nigeria, like many
other African countries to bow before imperial
noms, Coloniaglicm generously offered the one
ideolory Lhat has largely swayed meaningful economic
independence and wiich till date, the mass media,
in concerlt with the ruling class upholds. Aan
aspect of Lhe idea of '"importation' was evident
in an nnresoment of the Paily Timeg' and the New
Nipferian's stance on the problem of 111literacy in
Nigeria n few Years after independence, OQbservable
was the prpers' defects on the issue of education.
#hile they creditably impressed the advantageous
contribution of education to nalional development,
they inovprecigbly instructed on what educational
methods most appropriately suits a nevly
independent society like Nigeria.
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Thus, there were countless clarion calls for
more schools, the provision of instructive
facilities, free education and so forth, Dt it
was not deemed rel evant to de-emphasise education
for white collar jobs - jobs more in association
with administrative purposes like it was in the
coloninal ecra, The entire idea of education seemed
to have been chiefly predicated on colonial ideas -
Ldeas Lhat did not exacltly encourage the
development of indigenous technology along gide
the imported one, The Daily Timeg and the New
Nigeri an newspapers vere, and are still owned by
the Federnl Covernment. They represent the interest
of the Federal Government, We assume therefore,
Lhat their opinions pbout the educational
requirenonts of this country in the period

observed ocho the opinions of the Covernment,

Thal povernment or state nevecpapers espouse
the interests of the ruling class is at times too
vell ascerted to hammer on, They were primarily
set up for that purpose. However, can the game be
sold for the private newspapers we find in alliance
with the ruling class? Ilow the private nevspapers
harmonise thelr interests with those of the state
vould be explored in chapters three and four, We

conclude here that having gathered together various
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views on the assimilation of an imperialist culture
by Third World Countries, Nigeria for one, the
culture of imitation can hardly be isolated from
the overall idea of an ideology in dependent
capitalist societies.
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CHAPTER 11

EVWLUTION OF THE PRINT MEII A AND THE NI GERL AN
N ENSP AP ER

Historically ascertagined is the idea that in

the social production of man's existence, the

rel ations of production evolved designate a
soclety's level of harnessment of avallable
material r'cso:lices of production, Based on this,
it has been I:loﬁ.stulated that a given mode of
communicslion; when and where people communicate,
with whom they communicate, and to some extent,
what, and reagsons for communication is in rel ation
to the historical process. Various forms of
communicnrtion generanted by this nge-0ld process,

therefore, are associated with the circumstances

of Lheir birth and subsequent devr_n.lnz)pment;.,1

The mass media in di fferent societies, is, to
an estimable degree, a funclion of diverse social,
economic, »nd political processes, Hence, the
press in Lhe UsS¢S. R and the People's Reputlic of
China are not the same with those of capitalist
Britain or the United States, nor dependent
capitalist states like Nigeria, Their existence,
nonelhel rss, are not divorceable from the needs of
individunl societies at given times to enhance socio-

cconomic nnd political development.
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2Q1y  FACIURS RESFONSIILE FOR THE HMERGHICE OF
MASS PRESS

Factors responsible for the emergence of the
mass press are still fairly debatable, although the
rise of the print media has been linked with
pressing economic necessities. But the debate is
discernabl e, giving the complexities often embedded
in extricaling economic factors from the political
in attaempling to establish reasons for the rel ation-
ships witlin societies agnd between one society and
mother. lowever, some have suggested that the
birth of the mass media is a simul taneous response
to both the economic and politicnl demande of a

Fiven period, Mattelart and Siegelaub in this vein,
arpgned thal,

The rise of the mass press
could be seen as being

gimul taneously a dominant
response to the economic
necencity to increase the
movemenlt of manufactured goods
and also a response to the
pressing political need to
communicate with gll those

who were doing the manufacturing,
This implies that woncers were
al ready organised in production
and in political struggle too,
and that they thus, pose g
political threat. 2

Strecsing Lhe economic factor as deplcted in

the pover of advertising in the media, the authors
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eluci dated the role of the advertising agencies as
'a power within the media' in relation with other
ndi fferent power groups". Thus, they expounded
that, as the industrial evolution flourished, there
subseguently, arcse the need to expand the market
nlaces Thie need was tensely dependent on
adverticing the commodities being produced in order
to unite producers and consumers, Newspapers were
benefici~l in this economic process, This 'relegated
the news to a secondary importance which it usually
remains eoxcept when the hegemony of the capitalist
claoss 1s belng questioned, at which time, it
becomes (}nminant.‘3 The rise of the press and the
developmenl of 'orpganiced market' at the beginning
of Lhe 19th century, thereby, served to complement
ench other, Fr the aguthors, the core of mass

communicntion 15 advertising.

On »n broader perspective, the genesis of

infommalion and knowl edre is similarly tracked out

to the competition for the distribution of scarce
resources, dJohn Mchale's Th hangi i o
Mvironment is directed to the changes in the
nature of resources. He is of the view that many
of those 'value orientations' upon which information
and knowl edee operales rose from 'survival
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rel ationships to earlier resource use patierns',
The eurvival phenomenon oxercised by the allocation
of scarce resources and the depletive nature of
physicgal resources themselves, is portrayed as
having Leen liaglle to many of the major bases for
a soclety's '"social institutions', ‘organised
structures', and 'repul atory prnct:LCes'.L* Relinnce
on Iinfomnation and communication engendered
sociobnl altertiations, from a pre-industyrlal, and
industriVly based forms to the post-industrial
society, While a pre-industrigl society is
necessarily dependent upon Yraw materials as & game
afninat nnlure in which there is diminishing
returns', an industrial soclety is reliant on
energy for the productivity of goods and,

a post-indugtrial society is

organiscd around information

snd the nutiligation of

informalion on the banis of

organticing the flow of

knowledrge., It is alno a

society uniauely dependent

upon the compilation of

theoretical knowledge ...

Fvery society has alwnhys been

dependent upon knowl edge in

order to grew, HBRuat it ig

only in the last decades

that we have become uniquely

dependent on the cod ficgtion

of theoretical knovledge in
order to know where we are.5

Di scoverings on the possible reasons for the
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establishment of the mass media as have been
presummed by scholars in the field of communication
in various societies are legion. They generally
revolve around the economic gnd political factors
highlighted. Because quite a number of these
studi es have sought the genesis of these factors
in the hiastorical economic process of Britaln, it
is relevant to examine the evolution of the print
media in particular, the newspaper, in this
geographical spot., This is being done with an
intenl Lo validate its relationship with what

obtains in Africa - Vest Africa, and in Nigeria.

Studying the caritalist media and the
emergence of the mass media in Britain, Downing
di rcovered thalt crucial to the development of the
newgspsper were certain economic and political
chanpes which concelved the desire for "news-news-
cheets -nd newspaners' to convey informalion on
politicnl and other issues. He ruled out the
assumption that growth in printing technology
principslly inspired the guest for news disseminated
in the ne'.-.rspaper.6 md in an indepth back ground
to the coming into existence of mass communication,
Colin Cherry connccted the history of the mass

media chiefly to the rise, in the 17th century, of
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postal services in Britain seemingly controll ed
by government, and soclely meant to serve 'government

officials, merchants, all, but the common people'.7

This century marced the development of the
press wilh an 'original purpose' to adverlise,
which was equally regarded as news. Cherry traced
the advenl of adverls as vital news in the press to
Lhe essay of Montaigne, a French essayist who in an
article titled 'Of defect in our policies'
enphasised the need to inform the public gbout the
various sources of goods for sale and services,
in order to achieve better distribution, The essay
ingtigated the putlication of a 'Publique Register'
of gdvertigements »s they are knovn today. REarly
publicnlions, therefore, were meant to advise
prospeclive buyers on where to fetch goods and
services needed., Thus, these advertisaments
actunlly called Advices, meant to counsel the
penernl public on where to buy or sell goods were,
lik» other events, news, Farliest advertisements
were on ltooks, patent medicine and later, the 'new
commodi ty tea‘.a The period of 'advices' began the
ascocialion of the news sheets or wedtly newsl etters

(or pomphl etg) with advertisements. Thgland

published for the first time, what looked like a
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modern newspaper in conception in 1625. It was
called Mercurigusg Britanicug, and was lssued
wedsly.” By the middle of the 17th century,
Mmgland is said to have produced the newspaper
which closely linked newsreporting and advertising

Ltogether,

Ml and was not alone amongst nations of the
vorld thal found it expedient, at that time, to
foster uni versal industrialisation., Charles
Steinberp in The Communicaptive Artg, stated that the
printing press actually started in G ,rmany, although
he generally linked printing to Mmgland. ' Paying
attention precisecly to pmerica's 'news industry',
he noted that mnerica's origingl =zingle news sheet
cnlled n '"Coranto' was published in gl and in 1621
and was 1 ater followed by the publication of daily
news nheels called 'duirnals', Eventuglly, four
pace Jjournals were printed and that developed into
newspavers as they are recognised today. Stelnberg
saw the beginning of journalism (in merica) as a
di rect consequence of both the printing press and
the prorpering industrialisation of the nociety.
So, whil e the print industry developed out of the
groving modern industrial state, conversely,
Industrinlisation gave impetus to the development

of journmliem,!?
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Basic to these findings is the idea that the
print media emerged in answer to the urgenl economic
necessity to allocate available resources. To
accomplish this goal implied also, a need to direct
and conbtrol the minds of the audience over preference
for certain goods and services through advertisements,
The print media, evidently, sold goods and services
like it did ideas. It could aptly be described
therefore, as an ideologlical machinery whiich
appenl od directly to a society's value orientations,
manipul ~ting especially, its consumer values‘.12
Matlel art and Siegel aub clearly conceived too that
becrune ecconomically, the media fulfills a
funcltion in the mode of procduction through
adverli sements, the 'real pover of decigion in
mass cormmunication rests in advertising and in
the advertiging arencies, The power of the
advertising agenciec over the media is based on
Lheir inLemedi ary nature, A further implication
of thic, inconsi derably as it may appear, is the
assumpltion that advertising agencies are the larger
determinants of the economic and politicagl wel fare
of a rociety -« perhaps, the capitalist society
notably. Their economic power, mirrored in the
prink media, potentinlly serves as harbinger of

the poli tical.
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M anzlysis of the birth of the print mediag in
AMfrica - West African countries especially, is of
absolute interest to this work and that is crucially
because the print media in West-Africa could
generally be described as branches of what was
established in the homelands of thelr imperial
masters. It is hoped that inquiring into the
African case, and more specifically Nigeria, the
renesic of the newspapers' stance today in fostering
one fundsmentagl inlerest would gradually be made

lucid,

9 (i7iy THE H{ERGENCE OF THE MASS MELI A IN NIGERI A

The mass media in African societies, like
thelr counlerparts in developed nations are candid
refl eclions of a variety of politicel circumctances. 13
What may rrove difficult to establish is the immediate
reason for thalr nppearance - economic, socigl, or
politicnl? In an outline of the history and
tradition of the African press, llenryka Schabowska
and ULf Mimmel strand commented on West Africa's
inilial lack of 'interest' or 'need' for 'Biropean
or Mroren-style newspapers'. This interest was
to develnp eventu-lly with the development of
Western nicgtion, Western-type education which

was reavired to train Africang for administrative
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purposes under the colonial indirect rule systenm,
nlao crented a "'new African elite' who founded the

very enrly editions of African newspapers. 14

Fred Omu, also writing abtout Iwe Irohin,

Nigrerin'n first indigenous nevisepaper noted that no
newspaper existed in Viest Africa in 1880, but the
middle of Lhe 19th century saw n substantial rise

in the erstablishment of newspapers which were,

'ac o mle ephaneral, but ... vigorous and infomgati ve'

eee PFarliest of this was the
Sierra LLeone Gazette founded

by officers of the Sierra

Leone company and which
experienced al terations and
restorations of name until

1827 vhen it was given up,

In 1822, the (old Const

‘nzetlte was established in

Accra and potterned anfter the
Frectown llevwssheet. Ibur years
later the Liberian Herald was
inaupgurated in Monrovia by
Charles I.. Fbrce, an American
Negro-P-inter who had migrated
to Liberia under the auspices
of the Massachusettes
Colonisation Society of

Boston, U. S. A. uring the
second quarter of the 19th
century, these fore-runners
were succeeded or strengthened
by a flourish of newspaper
activity, Nigeria played a
notable part in these pioneering
efforts, On 23rd November, 1859
the Ive Irohin was founded in
Abeokuts by Rev, Henry Townsend,
a missionary from Exeter,
Mmgland. It was first published
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as a Yoruba-language fort-

nightly but it became hi-

linpual when an T™nglish

language supplement was

added from March 8, 1840.

In Qctober 1867, it came

to an abrupt end., 16
The Jwe Irohin established by Eritish Philanthropic
movement to mobtilize opinion in favour of thelr
programmes acquired the status of a missionary tool

outgide Britain. 17

Omu stated further that the printing presses
set up by the micsionaries were many., From 1836 -
1846 for instance, a bi-monthly journal called
Africa's Luminary was published in Liberia by the
Commititee of the Misscionary Society of the Methodi st
Fpiscops)l Church in New York, In Sierra Leone,
the Vesl eyan Micsgionary Society brought out the

Sierra lL.eone Vintchman in 1843 and twel ve Years laten

ascocinted themsel ves with the C,M.S. in publishing

the African and Sierrp LLeone Ved:ly Advertiger. In

Nipgeripn, the Presbytariasn Mission install ed the
first printing press in Calabar in 1846, Fight
Years later, a printing school was set up in
Abeokkuta by Tovnsend. 18 Omu found Townsend 'g link
in a cliain of miscionary journalists who sought to
encournre the spread of education and enlipghtenment

in African sccletles',
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Ive Trohin, titled 'Iwe Irohin fun awon ara

Feba ati Yoruba', that is "The Newspaper for the
Rgba and the (Oyo) Yoruba" had education as its
dominant theme. The didactic essays featured in
it scanned subjects ranging from world geography to
spelling., Iwe IJrohin seemed to have 'introduced
more educanted Africans to what had become an
intriglec part of enlightened society in FEurope

and other 1ands and what was to become the chief
weapon Ly which the educated Africans were to
exercise thelr povier of participntion in their own

19

government!

)

Shoring this view are Schabowgka and

Himmel strand who expressed the early consciousness
a Linfon neovwspaper which became an ‘organ of
prolest voicing grievances tried to ralse in its
audience in 1860.")U The LLapog Vedtly Timeg was
published in 1880 and was founded by Richard Beale

Ilaize. Other papers that came up in the late 19th

century were Larfos Observer in 1882, symbolising
the intellectual apgression that characterised
political activities during this period. The Eafle
and Lorog Critic were established in 1883, The
beginning of the 20th century witnessed the rise

of more newspapers, such as the Nligeriagn Chronicle,

produced in 1908, the Nigerign Times, 1910, and in
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1914 there were others like Nigerian Pioneer
founded by Kitoye AJasa and the Wegt African Pilot
by Nnamdi Azikiwe. John Payne Jackson's Lagos
Wed:ly Record, Herbert Macaulay's Lagos Daily News,
Ernest Ikoli's Africgn Messenger and a host of
others were all published within this period, 2!

Prominence has been conglstently accorded to
the development of indigenous African newepagpers
along wibh nationalist activities, Rosalynde Ainsle
in an article, 'The Press in Africa, Communications
Past and Present' maintsined that the most effective
weapon for nationalist struggles in Africa were the
indi genous newspapers, ee Graham Mylton, in
support of this noted that 'the West African
Mmylich 1anpuage press rapidly took on a more
militant »nd nationslist tone, particularly in
Lagos, llireria ...'23 md when independence was
fuaranteed, more party newspapers emerged being
worthy instruments of successful political campalgns,
Azikiwve's NCNC party controlled ten newspapers in
199, while Obafemi Awolowo's Action Group ( AG)
the rival party, controlled fourteen.°“ oOmu, like
Schabowslia and lHimmel strand concured to the status
of the nevspaper in the 19th and 20th centuri es

as a renvine tool of nat ionaliel apitations, This

had to be so because,
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In the absence of political

parties which did not emerge

until the third decade of the

present century, the newspapers

were the only significant

vehicle of public opinion and

the medium of political

pressure and propaganda. 25

In Schabowska and Himmel strand's opinion, the

press served as the platform to political power,
'md nationalist organisations 'have grown up around
the press rather than organised membership’,
Because asplrants to political leadership solicit
the support of nevspapers or own one themsel ves,
the nevspapers unvoidably developed as mediag of
individual political 1eaders and the parties they
led, Its conseq uence was also 'the highly

personnlised character of the press'... effected

in '"frequent and extremely vituperative press wars
26

between candidates for 1eadership'. Schaboweca -
and llimmnel strand perfectly captured what prevall ed
amony ili gerian nevspapers at di fferent moments of

politicnal campaigns., The papers being sampl ed here

are no less guilty of this as would be shown

evenlu~lly in the succeeding chapters.

llnvever, nol disputable is that the newspaper

inductry grew in African societies in union vith
rrowing nationalisl movements which ardently

pressed for indepcndence, BPut this was not a
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phenomenon pertaining to Africa alone, It seemed
to have universally embraced all colonies. The
Anerican press played ' more rartisan role both in
influencing public opinion and in reflecting that
opinion' in the latter part of the 18th century gs
the counttry drew neaprer independence, It became
strongly politically influential, gidlng the strive
for frccdom.a? The Nigerd an Newspaper proved
remark ably di fferent during the coloni gl regime gnd
a couple of years to the attainment of independence,
This mnhuced the perigg exCeptionally burdened by
the struggle or political parties belligerently

Caivaseing for support from the popul gce,

A less intensive sampling of the Doily Times,
the oldest existing fovernment newspaper from the
1940s, to the early 0s as well as & couple of years
before the outbresk of the Nigerian civil war
clearly divulged gn apprecigbl e shi ft in emphasi s
from Imp-rigl news to indigenous politicgl activiti
indicating elections to several offices in &i fferent
provinces, Thig is ostensibly evident in Lhe
unugual allocation of the front and back covers to
political parties! alffalrs besi des cong dergbl e
spaces nlloted to ench businesses in the ingide

pnges.  The politlcal nctivities were festured,
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more often than not, by sCreaming captions of
parties' internal squabbl es, mani festos, meetings,
rails in replies to other parties, etc., The
Wipgerian Daily Timeg of the 408, up to 1949 when

ils name was altered to Daily Timeg, in contrast,
particul arly occupied itsel f with foreign news,

paying more attention to events, both trivial and
grave, in Britain, The front and back pages very,

very rarcly bore any news without Mrope.

2 AV). S0CL10- ECONOMIC FUNCTIONS AND POLITICAL
RIL WVAICE OF THE PRINT MEN A IN COLONI AL

NIGEHI A

Of more interest to this study at this
Juncture, is an attempt to veri fy the chief
purpone for which the Nigerian Hewspaper vas |
instituted. From available facts that 1lend
themsel vor: to anal ysis, this has proved thorny,
The association of the print medi 5 to miscionary
movements tends to bring primarily Lo bear the
education-1 factor., This is copiously applicable

lto Ive Irohin, Nigeria's first indigenous nevspaper.

Besides the spread of pastoral interests, the
newshaper seemed basically set to educate its
aidience snd disperse the benefits of literacy,

Thus, pullisling varisnces between the salaries of
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the educated workers and the wages of labourers

in Abeokulta was aimed at invigorating the advantages
of education, But how effectively that achieved
the desired end was an entirely different matter
since the illiterate labourer's ingbility to read
obliterated his poseible awareness of the paper's

28

existence,

The educational inclinagtions of this bi-lingual
paper, its lessons on geography and spelling which
introduced its audience to the elightened/modern
soclielien of Mirope generated two major effects.
The first was the initigtion of its readers into a
world beyond thelir environment, alien in all
romi ficntions. Md the second entailed the later
relisnce on education by the African elite as a
durable veapon for political asepi rations.?'g Because
Lhe Iwe Trohin'g interest has been overridenly
defined as evangelical and scholastic,-C its
economic values, if it did patently project any
that is, must have been veiled. A newspesper like
John Payne Jackson's Lagog Weekly Record that
appeared fundamentally politice-oriented seemed to
have madr translucent its economic objective, but

not wholly successfull y.

The Lafog "edtly Record is illustrated as
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having been funded by Mropean fims through their
ingertion of advertisements. And once when their
interest seemed insulted, they threatened to put
the paper out of circulation by withdrawing the
advertisements, Jackson, at this point, was left
with one cholce - compromise his political lnterests
with the ecconomic derived from the Buropean
merchants. In Omu's account,
Jackson, unprepared to lose
his advert patronage and
subsidy - that would have
meant the collapse of his
enterprise - but anxious to
protect his editorial
independence, presumably had
to suspend publication while
he reappralised the whole
This is a revelation of the power of the
advertiscing agencies in the print media, It
emphagi ses too the longing of a clique of producers,
perhaps cvners of the means of production as well,
to be sol e determiners of infomation disseminated
to the pullic, So long as those knowl edge fed the
populace were not inimical to their interests, the
Laros Veckly Record was allowed survival, Important
here alro is Jackson's recognition of the advantage
of adhering to the whims and caprices of the

Mmrepean merchants and he perhaps unwillingl y,




70.

obliged them, Al in 211, Jackson's Record
obviougly fell a victim to capitalist manipulation
and control, What happened to Jackson still
obtains today, maybe with g di fference in the

di rect controllers of information transmitted, with

the exit of the colonial rulers., Those in possession
of the ¢l ndge-hgnmer with which to forge the

newspapers into what shape they desire are the

indigenous rulers themselves = the Government,

Nonelthel ess, the Nigerian lewspaper is an
offshoot of the British., A random sampling of the
Nireri an_ D mes (Paily Times), from 1941 to
1955 clearly portrayed it as promoting, first and
foremost, the economic interest of the colonial

rul era, The Niperian Dolly Times sulted the

descriplion of the Adviceg that are sald to be
symbols of the very early newspapers in Eritain in

the 17Lh century. The priority granted advertisements
is not concealable from the way they were featured.
They enjoyed the largest amount of space; the
largest-cize pictures, and the boldest caoptions.

llot even news from Murope competed vith them in any
of these characteristics., The colonial government
Was quite eager to show that uppemost in thelr
objectives was the directing of the value-

orientation of the '"natives', their consumer value-
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orientation in particular, The minimal space
provided for local news titled 'News from the
Provinces' was interspersed with these notices,
'News' frem the provinces were nothing more than
insipnificant miscell aneous notices on weddings,
ingtall ntion ceremonies, deaths, burials, arrival
or departure of prominent indigenous administrators
to one province or another, or to a foreign country;
recovery of 'important persons' from illnesses,

mnd so on, The very presslng need to sell goods
and services like it was in Britain in the 17th
century was conspicuous, The mzjor difference
tended to have been that here in Higeria, the
imperial rulers were faced with the collosal probl em
of educaling the "natives' to ennble them read,

understand and imbibe the allen cu) ture belng

infused,

From 1949 a conscious effort Was made in the
Dolly Timeg to de-emphasise the too prominent place
Fiven advertigements, Cbservable ig the
minimizalion of advertisements rortraying Biropean
models, a little drop in the number of advertisements
insorted in every single edition and the introduction
of more news about the provinces which, however,

cesenlilly cenlered on political activities. The
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advertisements, it Was further observed, no longer
compul corily carri ed the 1largest phologr:phs op
Captions, The fomer Pass-port-gi zed pho tographsg
that usually accompani ed political News, especiglly
Lhose from Rirope no longer obtained, Superficially,
beci des Nationaglisnt events which forcefully flooded
Pafes and pages of the newspaper, the Dai Tim

Aand the lirerign paily Times were, in enscence, the

Same, p~orhaps, only depicting some minor Variance,
The economic £0als did not alter, In the Roily

fimes, the scarce apreal to Nigerians to patronize
Nigeri an-made £00ds wWas not matched with the same
Vigour Lhat promoted foreign goods., The very bold
adverti sementg Captions that ¢l carly spoke for
foreirn commo di lies were mi sging for li feri an-made
£oods, 1t wags g Paradox to theo retically Perpetugte
indirenous Products and st the same tme, majorly

feature ndvertiscments of foreign products,

ZCY)  NEISPAPERS IN FOST_COLONT AL_NIGEH 4

Keenly examing the Daily Timegs and the New

1AL
41

Lrerign brings to the surface their rice from the
economic and politica) needs of the various
Lovernments in Migeria. Ou tside its economic
Purpose Lhe Doily Times' political reportg from
1920 to independent Nigeria were mo re concentrated

on evenis in the then Western region, the Eastern
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rerion was fFiven a fair coverare while the North

vas the least identified in the paper. From our
observations, it may not be wrong to say that the
Daily Timeg championed the political interests of
the Western region above all else. Little wonder
then, the New Nirerian sppeared. Indisputably,
politics was crucial to its establishment in 1966
from a previous paper called the Nigeri an Citizen, 22
Where did the paper stand, and has continuously
done o from inception? Its maiden edition

procl aimed;

There are many things wve

shpall strive to achieve -

but alove all we shall try

to be a good newspaper,
dispensing news and comment
without fear of favour. As

a Northern newspaper we shall
sedt to identify ourselves

with the North and its peopl es;
their interests and aspirations.
Fbr that we offer no apelogy. 33

Other objectives of the paper itemised were the
support for nationnl unity, opposition of tribali.cm,
raciocm and all formms of discrimination; reverence
for truth and encouraging the expression of public
oplnions, The political pre-occupation of the New
Higerin has partly been found in the declaration

of ite first Managing Director, Mr., Charles Sharp:
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e+« the North lacked the means
to communicate their political
plllosophy, not only to thealr
growing band of supporters,

but also to potential supporters
in other parts of the federation,
The messafe was there but there
was no means of getting it
across ... By 1963 the old
Rorithern reglonal governmenl was
avware that 1t was loelng the
battle of propaganda in Nigerig
and attached great lmportance

to the creation in the North of
a modern dally newspoper,
together with a radio and

tel cvision station., 34

That the Hew Nigeripn unshakenly stuck to its

rung for n widle is nol in doubt, A cursory study
of Lthe paver in 19665 and early 1967 unclosed the
raper' s determinalion to relate to 1t audience
Northern views gnd evenis- in particular, politicgl
cvents. Yith the outbregk of the civil war in 1967
and the subgequent anxi ety nation-wide for unity,

the Hew Nipgerian gradually developed from belng

purely a regional parer to a more national outfit,

The Niferian Tribune set up in 1949 claims to

be a crusnder and protector of the '"wezk', the
&
'oppressod'B) and the *dei‘enceless'.36 The Tribune

in sald to have come into exdstence to principally
fi ght for the common man and the preservation of
democracy in Nlpreria. However, nationalint

intengions which encircled the politicgl ambitions
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pf its founder, Obafemi Awolowo are not ruled out,
Cull ed from 1ts December 10, 1949 edhtorigl, one of
the paper's 40th anniversary editions strongly
evpressed the Trilune's aggltation for an
independent Nigeria. It implored Nigeriang to
relentlessly flght to free themselves from the
jmperigl rvle, tolerating the pains bound to come

with 4t, Jn the paper's opinion;

Many of ug talk glibly abtout
freeing ocur counlry from the
yoke of imperialism, out few
really appreciate what it will
cost upg in efforts, in
sacxifice and suffering to
nclieve this nolde objective,
Atpresent, our alien rul ers
arg rather over indulgent with
urn because they reglise our
vedinens and are well avare
Lhal behind our shouting are
very little efforts, 11 any
Loward a really positive
nationalism, ... The time is
however fast approachlng when
we will congtilute g regl
chollenge to the dmperinglist
ule and ageinst this time,

we need be prepared to weather
a really great stommt 37

While Lhe Tribune's pre-indercndence nationalist
stolus is not in guestion, how proficiently it hgs
represented the voice and interests of the 'common
man' is, Mosbt transparent is its invaluable
loynmty to lhe sectlonal and politicsl apspirations

z
of Ltn :[blll!ﬂ@l","a the defunct Action Gmup’ and
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later, the Unity Party of Nigeria (UPH) btoth

founded il Led by awolown. The Triune excell ed
in this between 1949 and 1984 when its proprietor
aspired for the npotion's presidency. We didn'i

find any other politicnal party between 1979 and 1984
an having badeed in Lhe eulogy Lbhe UPHN and Awolowo
did on thr pages of the Iribune, The paper also
enpared in the defmgtion of the Nationgl Party ef
Nigerdia (IPN) in particular, which was its strongest

rival nt that period.

Similar political reagsons have been advenced

for the omergence of the Yations)l Concord in

Morch 1980, The Concord is believed to have, as a
priority 1aunched its owner Moshood pblola into
politico ;nd dinlo the I'PH, The front parce comment
of the very first edition gives vialidlty to this.
While it listed hpmony, unity, peace, friendship,
understanrding and ccoperation in ligeria as its
major ideals, they indeed gppesred very shgllow
Juxtaposed with its 'Giant Slze pmbition', Under
this caption, having creditagbly enumerated politics
and the bane of military intervention since 1960
the paprr chunci ated,

The only hore of eny aspiring

leader in thias country i that

President Shehu Aliyu Usmgn
Shagarli should succecd and
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thereby ensure that gzll
asplrants have a shoe to

step into.... One happy
result of the 1979 el ectionsg
1s the emergence of the NPN

as the only party which
received congl derabl e

support in only one, His
negrest rival came first in
five states and gsecond in
only one gtate ... If properly
nurtured, and encouraged, the
NFN has the lngredients that
mace for Lthe improvement of
the lot of the Nigerian masses
under an atmogghere of peate,
unity and CONCORD ad that
is where we stand, 79

The psper went on to pledge 1ts devotion to the
NPN until 'g viable coherent political alternative
lo it' is provided., Like most other newspgpers,
the Concord is committed to democracy in Nigeriag
and falr representation of varying views
irrespective of thelr authors and place of
origination, The Concord 'ideal' is8 sleo glven

88 alding the war against tribglism, corruption
and indigcipline. ™ The appearsnce of the National
Concord in 1980 was timely for whatever political
interests its publisher nurtured. Its Proprietor
who at that time was aleo the Chaiman of Ogun
State branch of the NPN passionately protected

the NPH Federsl Covernment, It fiercely venerated
Lthe person of the then President, Shehu Shagari.
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The NPN states enjoyed its support azs well,

The Concprd obviously found the UPN in sour
tacte and it was quick to show 1t., ©Evidences
abound in the numerous cartoons that mocked the
UPN leader. Most guilty of these caricatures wase
the page two cartoon, DBetween March and December
1980, iies chief victim of derislon was the UPN
leander, ond pccasionglly, international figures,
When Abiola defected from the NPN, the pgper's
change in tune wgs quite detectzble, The few months
before the 1983 genersl el ections present the
Concord's most unsavoury critiques on the Federal
Covernment, the President and several other members
of the NPil, Together with these was the flaring
sympathy now felt for the UPN, In summgry, if the
Naotional Concord today, can afford to describe
itsel f as a crusader of{ hagrmony, justice and
fairmess, to ¢clagim to have been such ten years ago
is tantamount to belng guilty of the exact 'ideals!
it sought top defend.

Taking all these collectively, one may argue
that the print mediag in Britain, in no small way,
informed what existed and still conglderably does
in the print mediag in Rigeria. Farly British

newspapers were useful economic zond political
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instruments of the rulers. Newspapers in colonial
Nigeria assumed a simlilar role., It is not a
surprise therefore, that the pioneers of the
indigenous Nigerian newspapers found political
expressions in their papers. They relied on thelr
paper's abllity to stlir political conscloucness
among the people having witnessed both at home gnd
abroad the power of the print medig towards

moul dng the perceptions of a people and directing
their way of 1l fe. Politics greatly enhanced the
development of newspapers in Nigerig. This does
not deny possible economic¢ regsons for their
emergence, Bat, the politicsl factor is that

potent it clamps on the economic,

The oot of the Nigerian print medla as an
ideological state apparatus is traceable to the
colonisation of the country. The newspaper(s) has
consigtently served the dual purpcsse of (1) belng
an ldeclogical tool for aspiring political rulers
and (ii) being the machinery through which the
rulers legitimlse and maintagln the existing status~
quo. This does not conclusively assume thazt the
indi gencus owners of the newspapers had no 'good'
intensions slnce it is equlivalent to an over-
atmpli fication of the arguments proferred., Many

nationnslists who aloo owned newspapers could be
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described as genuine advocates for the bettemment
of their people, Unfortunaptely, thelr desirable
intentions to lead thelr societies towards a path
of megningful development seemed to have been
velinguished no cooner they assumed offices ag new
leaders of that polity.™! Newspapers that overly
indulre in the veneration of these rulers and thelr
policiens oven when they err, or mate very 1ight
the grave, misdirect the development psath of{ the
society. The Migerlasn newspapers have, in ample
va¥s shinlded the present system of dominsance of
one claas by another and thus, bhrogdened the
inenupli bty pap amonpg sectors of the country. The

ensuing chapters offer detalls of this.
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CHAPL B 3
3(1) Tl DALILY L 1ldso, NIGEtIAN Th) IBUNE, Niw NIGER IAN

allD NAT ToNAL CQONCOURD 1¢7G-1485: AN OVERY liow

This Chapt.r undertakes an analysis of the
newspnpers in Lhe svecond civilian regime, from
1979 Lo 1983 respectively. Its objective is to
offer proof from the papera' edilorial, opinion
and commentary columns to show the papers,
dispoaition towuras conducing to the ideological
preference of the state, The Green Revolution Programme
and the industrial actions are the issues being

periccojed. In as wuch a8 fiudings in this

vhapter are strictly based on the opinions of the

newspapers, interpretationa und deductions from

theiu are not outside ovur undergtand ing of tuem,

A8 purvejors or inforwuation, the Nigerian
news,npers may be defincd us tle conveyor in a
continuing dialogue between the Governwent und the
people. NOWS[apel-iwll smi'ew ad iwportact part of
Gramsci's ‘or_anic intellectual', a term conceived in

the society. The concept of the organic intellectual
mirrored 'the entire apraratus used in elaborating and
(s,reading) culture in the capiltulist (system) of production

a3 doele.ate ant carrier of ruling class hegemony in

civil society'. 1
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The media sapparatus of which the newspzper is an
intopral vorl is regarded as ascoclpgled to {the
vwling ¢l noss. Here, John Downing's posits may be

recinal deved.  Dovning's The Medip Machine espoused

Lhe argumenty

LT we recognise that g
capltalist class cannot rvle

by terror alone for g long
period, that it must nomally

be atle to win acceptance of

i1ts lendership of the rest of
spclety, then equally we muct
asee that it cannot rule by
itgel f el ther, Since the
Capltalists are zalways a

smgll percentage of the
populnlion in pny country, they
Need class allies to secure
their rule. Their nommal

class ally L5 the pelty
btourgeoicie, that is accountants,
lawyers, doctors, surveyors,
estalte agents, workers, educators,
journailets, This im Lhe claes
clogsent to Lhe bourgeolisie in
level of income, soclinl bacl-ground,
1ife style, sopirations gnd
genoral ideclogy. 2

The nhowspapers being examined have not
contradicted Tovning's view, In thelr responsibility
as ro~betwveen between the rulers and citizenry they
are expected to superintend over all sectors of the
economy. Ilbw effectively the print media in
devolopinge countrien detivers to Lhe wishes and
asplratiors of the entire msociety i5 doubiful, 1In
M. perin~, one may atke s5illl: have newspapers

asatinfaclnovily assnail ed themgelves of subservience
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to the rulers? Have they proved themselves a
credible and relinble voice of Lhe people generall y?
Are 211 clazims to objectivity and fairness on the
part of a majority of these popers genuine, if g
suppo i Lion could be made to the existence of the
word 'objectivity' in the newepaper industry? an
indepth study of the four Newspspers in this
research admits a s0lid point: no newepaper
nfficionlly serves tvo masters. In fact, evidences
here prove that in Niperia, it ie g0 much easler and
perh-pn, more convenient to oblige duti fully, the
interects of the rmling class than that of the
pople. True indeed, the peopl e provide the
moattol, Lhey are Lhe buyers. ut fnctunl too is
Lhal Lhe ruling c¢lass, throupgh the ntate, possessen
monoyroly of the power to teminate the market of o

newsp- v or regarded as recacitrant by proescribing it,

Sompling these four newspnrers from 1979 to 1989
reinforced the folloving; (i) objectivity is
nonsencical and subject to multiple perceptions,
(ii) I'arochial interests of the papers is
paramount; (iii) they are defenders of social
greups Lhat candidly, are potential allies to the
ruling class, This notion stems from the fact that

mosl nevgpapers, 1 f not a1l of them, psre ovwned by
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politiclians who demand to be rulers themselves, (iv)
They profuscly 1limit themselves to the intcrests of
the @lite nnd the ruling class by shirking the
expected two-way process of informmation dissemingtion.
(v) Infoimaltion trapsmitted seem moulded by a small
nditorlal body whose own interest, the world as they
percaeive it, what they belleve and have deliberately
chonen for the public to hear, ac well as when such
'lmov.rledf_;e should he conveyed, all come to play in
Lhe whole process of information delivery., Hence,
rome Lssues gnd evenits we expected addressed at the
period ol oceurence vere elther nerlected or

Lackled long gfter events had over-tsken them,

While it may be argued that some newepapers
coarry onl interviewn with workers nnd pennonts,
insufricient as they may be, none of the papers
ntudl ed hoere shovied any signs of having genulnely
felt the pulse of the dissatiafied workers, farmers
or sntudenla, No distinct channel s were provided
through which thelir ingemuous opinions as the real
nctors in the gituation could be aired. Consequently,
what teitdn to cut across the papers are generglisg-
Lions of presupposed caunes of dincension and
agi.tation smong the citizenry. Most reasons
smb=indicoled, for exsomple, for the country's

Lack ward spriculturnl sector are over-flogged



88.

roints of view. Lack of any meaningful development
in Lhe nation's agriculture inspile of decades of
voicing those well-knovwn problems is proof that the
impedimenlts to agriculture in Nigeria transcend those
theoreticnl presentations. Furthemore, observable
i Lhe 1-vish utility of references credited to
officials at the helm of affairs. Not one concrete
allucion was found made to what a peasgnt famer,
mark et woman or road transport worker claimed. and
there reslly is no way of unveiling new probl ems
if the views of those who genuinely suffer them

are not Lhought very rel evant,

TA~on aggregntely, ample reasons agbound why
privale :nd government-owned Nireriagn nevcpapere
ald the m~intensnce of the capitalist system of
domination, However, this should not be
interpreled as their belng devold of criticiems
of the policies and practices of those in power,
Th asrume so is to muddl e~up the styles by which it
is effected, It also smounts to unduely debasing
Lhe newsrapers to the level of automatons and
vuppets tied to the apron string of rulers, which
Lhey really are not, Their role as sustainers of
a riven systemn exceeds mere non-criticiems of the

aystem becnuse they do censure the government where
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there is need to do so; sometimes, even to their

own detriment,

Serving the function of an ideological state
apparatus it was found, embodies the entire method
of news production; a whole catalogue of activities
that cannot be completely explored here. This
work hovever, restricts itself to the lack of
criticisn where deictically there should be one.

It also Lagkes into consideration the guglity and
fairness of news coverage and analysis. We are
strongly of the opinion that the impact of g critique
or a news analysis depends upon what form it
assumes; how it is stated. This is of great import
to this research bearing in mind the notion that
the media inevitably conflicte with the government
because 'its purposes and those of government are
not the same, should not be the same, and cannot
be the r:;@me'.3 This 18 a contestable idea.

Results from the newspapers sampl ed show that the
media's objectives and those of the government

may not be the same. But that they should not,

and cannot cohere under convenient descriptions gas
'nations)l interest', 'public interest' and more
famous in the military regimes, 'Patriotism' and

'Saboteur' is almost impervious to figure out,
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The purposes of the newspspers and those of
the GCovernment become a 1ittle less complex to
discern looking at the historical background to the
gstgblishment of the newspgpers. If they were
instituted to incite nationgllist ideas against
colonlal ones, would they be expected to reverse
their role post-independence gnd rebel sgainset the
new naliongllst rulers who set them up? This has
largely explalned the advisory character of theip
criticiems agalnhst the Government, VWhgt mgkes more
sense to medig brushes with the government is
detectable in their clash with other government
apparatus; the state bureagucracy; the police, 1aws,

ebCeoa

Bestowing credence to this, John Wgle in The
Pelitics of the Modig seserted that the mediag and

Lhe state are natural opponents becsuse these two
apparatuses of government have doutble minds gbout
each other. A certain tenslon separates them on the
ohe hand, while on the other, undenigble ties bind
them, Wale thug, observed that antagontism between
them is as 0ld as the Press itsel f because,

Flrgt duty of the press is to

to obtagin the earliest and

most correct intelligence of
the time onad instantly, by
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disclosing them, to mgke thenm
the common property of the
nation,,, the press lives by
dl sclosures; whatever passes
into its keeping becomes g
art of the knowing and the
Eistory of our times; It is
dally and for ever appealing
if possible the march of
events - standing upon the
breech between the present
and the future and extendlng
its survey to the horizon of
the world., The state man's
duty is precisely the reverse.
He cautiously guards from the
public eye the infomation by
which hi gctions and opinions
are rerulated; he reserves hls
Judgement on passing events
1111 the latest moment, and
then, he records it in cobscure
or conventiongl language he
strictly refuses himself., If
he be wise, to the prsctical
interests of hig own country,
or to those bearing immediately
upon il; he bazards no rash
sumlses as to the future; and
he concentrates in his own
transnctlions sll thnt power
which the press sedin to
di fuse over the world, The
duty of one 18 to spesk; of
the other to be sllent. 4

Conflict between the medias and the state in
Nigeria does not necessarily involve differences in
overall intension, (uarrels reveal only, variances
in modes of obtaining that 5031.5 Criticisms from
the newspnpers are usually meagnt to alert the
Covernment on gvziling iis set pgoals lo stabilise
the system. The print medig, therefore, is

distinct from the ppparatus of physicsl coercion
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such as the amed forces and the prisons which
rigldly employ physical might to commagnd deference
and submission. Noticeable is that of the more
recent, the ruling c¢lass has resorted to an
increasing uge of the physlcal repressive apparatus
like the Nationgl Security Organlsation (NS) and
the prison to control publicationg of the press.
This would be el gborated upon subsequently.
However, important to say is that explanation for
the closer tie between the state and private
nevwspespers after the Second Republic¢ are partly
derivable from this sltugtion,

‘1) TUE NEWSPAPERS 1979-1983 RESEARCH FINDINGS

hat was Vulgarly notorious within thlis period
1s the intra-cl acs disagreements between politicgl
parties viciously projected by the papers. Thus,
when the Higerian Tribune, for exampls, did seem to
cotend with the r ulers, the Federal Government,
cver the need to increase the minimum wgge of the
worker, controversies enveloping the Tribuneg itsell
pointed out that the paper merely found the issue
of "minimum wage' at that moment suitgble to
settle the UPN's scores with the NPN. S0 aleo & d
the Dnily Timeg nand in particular, the lew Nirerian
get even with the UPN by loudly singing the plight
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of teachers in Bendel State especially, It
appeared the most naturgl thing to do for a UPN
state that had sculptured for itself the reputation
of being the most confrontational to the Federal
Government, 1In Mmany other cases, the Papers, the
Nationn) foncord and the Mlzerian Tribune more
notably, overtly traded, less cautiousl y ratings on
behal f of the UPN ang the NPN, Although these two
Nevspapers exhibited more of this phenomenon among
the four Papers examined here,'it wWas not g

perculiar incident to them, g CUrsory sampling of

the Niserian Stgtgﬁl_‘lﬂﬂ owned by the Imo State

(NPP) gtate uncovered simil ar Wrangling between the

Stateman, the Tide and the Irumpet. To the
Stategman, the Tide and the Trumpet were NPNt g

megaphone whoge g0le aim was to piint Imo State

bl ack before the eyes of the Federal Covernment,

It has been posgited earlier in the first
Chapter that state-owned Newspapers in Nigerig coul g
understandabl y, be dismissed gs indigpensibl e
organs of those in Power. But thig may prove
cumbersome with the private Newspapers. Ironically,
we found a reversal Case. Government Newspapers
evidently seemed more Vocal about the di fficiencies

of the system, not by the number or frequency of
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their criticisme, but by the might of sense and
megningfulness to the gituation and the Nigerian
polity. State newspapers also turned out to be
better representators of the sensibtdlities of the
people. They expressed greater sengitivity to the

predicament of workers generally.

On an elementary level, the Dgily Times,
Niperipn Tribune, New Nigerlan and Nationgl Concord
rPatently had the following in common from 1979 to
1983: (1) thelr front and back page cover stories
essentinlly featured events related to the ruling
Class. Fach of the papers in this veln, favoured the
political parties of thelir publighers. The pgpers
were campalgn tools, Thus, the New Nigerlap and
the DPally Times would report almost nothing outside
the Federagl Goverament's activities. The Naptignal
Concord, between March 1980 and June 1982 in 1like
manner gave preference to the Federal Government
and the NPN, The Nipferiagn Tribuneg was highly loyal
to Awolowo and the UPN ideals. These superceded
Federal Covernment Progrsmmes and Policles, (ii)
The papers' major reports on other political
parties, in particular, thelr immediate rival'sa
almost nlways served to discredit such parties,
(1ii) Where the covers were nol glorifying their

politicnl parties or exposing the vices of other

-
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parties, they were given to gensaticnal foreign
news, Incidentglly, not mgny of such exciting
events seemed to have occured in the forelgn scene
within thies period. (1v) The papers' cartoons

participated efficiently in th_e war between the

partlies. In this respect, the Natlongl Concord

and the Nigerian Tribune surpassed the others.
While the Daily Times, the New Niperian and the

Higerian Tribuneg ronained absolutely consistent in

character, the Naptiongl Concord inevitably switched

_ federal controlled
course. Afalnst this background, the &4 papers

falthfully identified themSelves with the ideals of
the Federal Government, The Nipeilan Tribung wae one
paper thal saw unconditionally, nothing commendable
in the Federal Government and its pollicies and 1t
firmly abided by this courge till the gbrupt
Lermination of the Second Republic. The Watignal
Concord, on 1ts part, broke away from the

passionate propagators of the Faderal Covernments
course wWhen its publisher quit politics. The paper
vividly rermighed Ltsel f to showing all parties, the
NPH and the UPN most importantly , as total

failures. Regardless of the Concord's new objective,
it really could not identlify iteel £ with any other

frroup oubside the ruling class, This is deplcted



96,

by its presentation of the strike crigis.

Putling the results of the genergl assessment
of the papers together from 1979 to 1983, the
notion that they basicglly serve the interest of
the rullng group ie relnforced. While the Daily
Timeg the New Nlgerian and the National Concord
defended the NPN, which also was the ruling party
at the federal level, the Bigeriagn Tribune
represented the UPN leader and the governora of the
five UPN states. Thus, the Concord became an
ideclogical agpparatus to the Federal Coverament and
the NPN states, and the Tribune was the same for the
UFN states, Activitlies of the papers at this period
went a long way to demonstrating that the conflicts
anion the papers were actuglly &l fferences among
menbers of the same ¢class. To relterate, the
Covernment pgpers fought the uhgavoury practices
and pronouncements of the UPN States Governors.

md the Tribune, standing for the UPN Governors
attacked the Federal Covernment, The Tribune
becagme more proficient in thisg in 1982 at the dawn
of multiple indugtriagl actions in zll sectors of
the nnlions econormy. The paper never relented in
accusing and cehsuring the Federal CGovernment and
the then U'restdent, Shehu Shagari for mgking
adnini stering socizlist ideals di fficult for the
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UPN states Governors by delaying revenue allocations
to 21l states of the federation,

However, interesting to: find 1is that zt this
period, the Tribune was not, frankly, pre-occupled-
with the fate of the workers who had laboured for
many months on end without saglaries as it was
vith what 1t percelved as, perhaps, the Federal
Government's intention to discredit the UPHN
Covernors before thelr supporters. Flnally,
findings generally dlisclosed thal the uncertaln
temms, 'nnational interest' and a little more
concretely, 'public interest' both came to perfectly
shl el d the 1deals the Newspapers espoused. They
all enployed these words in expl aining away both

Laudable snd condennable actions of the politicliagns.

A IDLLOGICA LEANNGS OF THE NENSP AP ERS

Al socleties pitch their existence on one
form of i1declogy or another., Tdeology as concelved
by Marx 15 a pattern of beliefs ariging from
existing ooclal conditions and serving to mask
thege conditions especlally in z cepitalist syesten.
The birth of 1deas is congruous with man's
material condition. Some scholars after Marx
conceded that Ldeclopy is thgt of the r uling

class 'bacause the class which is the rling
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materiagl force of society is by virtue of its
vosition, its ruling intell ectual force'.6
Plamenatz therein, considered four major ways
ideology is manipul ated politically, '(1) It is
used to bring and hold together a disciplinedgroup
Lthat was able to tgke quick advantage of -changj.ng
circumstances to achieve political power; (ii) to
induce people to make great sacrifices for causes
which have meant much more to the ruling class than
the masses; (1iii) to extend the pover of a government
outside the country in which it al ready has power;
(1v) Used ingide ga political party or other
organisations by people endeavouring to get or

retain control of it. These are strictly political
7
1

urnes.

The newspapers! 1declogical inclinations could
be perceived as the values and postures the papers
nourish as ideal in relation to the country's
soclal and material condi tions. The ideoclogy may
simply reflect that al ready extant or it may
denote a totally different system of ideas. Before
attempting a detail ed analysis of how the private
md stale-owned nevepapers help sustain the present
Caritalist ideology of the country, let us tgke a

look at their 1deolorlcal preferences, This is
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expecbed to propine some explanatiors  tov how they

S5eIrve,

The Daily Timeg, New Nigeri an, and Natlohal
Concord plalnly patronised a similar 1declogical
ilnterest, This, perhaps, is a8 a result of their
affillation to the values the ! Federgl' Government
favours. The rulers would like to call it 'mixed
economy', but it has equally been more gppropriately
described as dependent cgpltalism, None of them wem
canny about the incredulity of those who professed
to be the 'left' or socialist. They willingly
exposed and scoffed the uncertainties gnd
contradictions among the socialists, especially
vith the short-lived merge of the UPN the NPP, the
Groal Nireria Peoples Party (GNPP) and the Peoples
Redempticn Party (PRP) into what was cgll ed
'Progrencives', A New Nigerian editorial captioned
tGovernor Rimit'es Suggestlon' strongly criticised
the governorts advocalion for a celling on the
salaries in the private sector, It gpprehended
such ¢all op 'prepositions' gnd 'downylight outrageous

arveuing that,

eve Seen from another angle,
the povernor is saying the
private sector should be
pulled down or rationalised
on the basis of what the
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aconomy can tgke, Secondl y,
this notion views the present
economy purely as an extension
0f the colonial one., Thig ig
partly true. 3ince the

ind genigation Act, the
structure of both ownersghip
and managemont of much of the
Privale sector is now in the
hands o f Nicerians, If there
are any beneficigries of the
fat sal aries here, then, it ig
the szme Nigeri ans who enjoy
than, 1In Boclalist eyes thig
may be seen agas a fomm of
exploitation. Pt Nigeria is
not g socialist country yet
although the s0Clalists may
argue that it ig better to
Mgke it one way or the other
than the present hybri d
(mixed Ixonomy), But to impose
this aspect of socipligm in g
Capltalist setting is to court
di saster, 8

The Dally Timeg hnd once stated too the
lopeal econess o ctdeavouring to re-orlent the
Nigerian capitalist system rather thgn bProtect it,
With the coming of the present militgry regime, the

Paper advised;

<.« the IMF should be persuaded
to change its condi tionalities
for Niferda, Where it remaing
recalcitrant, we must czll its
Pluff and look invwgrd for
solutions to oup economi. ¢
problems. This means mo re
enphasis on sel f~reliance
especially in foo d, raw materialg
and maclhinery, S&ince Nigeriang
seem irredeengbl o Capi.lglist in
thelr orientation, thig

admini stration shoul d concern
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itself with only the vital

areas of the economy such as
defence and finance., The

bulk of the economic gctivities
should be left to the private
sector. With less government
the burden of this administration
will be tremendously reduced

and the nation will be better

for i1t. 9
The lationgl Concord, on many occasions flouted

the socialisls and thelr own soclalist principles,
In an opinion titled 'Jdcande's rough Tactics' the
paper admonished Covernor Jakande of Lagos State
for, (1) directing that btull dozers demolish

Al nyati agba market while the traders at the market
were still walting for a court verdict as to
whelher or not the market ghould be demolished,

and (ii) acquiring twenty-aix secondary schools
established by private individuagls and misslonari es
in the state, saying he did it in public interest.
The Concord wondered whose public interest the
Covernor could be protecting if he in pursuit of
socialist principles acquired nine hundred plots and
Avolowo, three hundred and sixty plots. 10 Acain in
ils October 2, 1982 'opinion' headed 'Troubulous
MN'innce' Lhe paper asgted the leaders of the
Prorressive Peoples Alliance (PPA) to pack it up
since they were yet to come out with g 'convincing'

and 'credible' alternative to the ruling party.
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(The PPA was an incorporation of the UPN, NPP,
QPP and PIR).

The most asper cxitiques on socialisnm,
however, were featured on third page of the Concoxd
from 1980 to 1981, particulariy in the columns;
'Periscoping the Assembly' and 'House Gall'.' ‘ The
former once addressed the issue of squandering for
sel f-aggrandisenent by the then UPN Governor of
Bendel State, Professor gnbrose Alll who was
charged with spending public fund for the burial
of his father ( fpril 25, 1981). Under same column,
in a write up; 'Ings eating Togs?! Labske Adebliyl the
nithor pointed out the contradictions in the
soclalist camp in which Covernor Alli's UPN
coll eapues in Bendel State accused the Governor of
deviating from socialist paths and requested that

he answered his defects within a given vl timagtun,

A 'Ibuse Call? article‘ ~ 'Of Econcmics and
Decegl t’ explored tlie unreallstic procl gmations of
the UPN which in union with the lNigerian labour
Congress (NLC)vehemently called on the Federal
Covernment to enforce g minimum wage of ¥300.00 for
woikers fienerally. The paper noted that the UPN
itsal T had promised wonters g minimum wage of N20C.Q)
daring itg electioncering campalgne in 1979 and

had been unable to pay Covernment's stipulated N100,00

w
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in its states. It concluded that the UPH's
acclalmed fight for the workers' wel fare is tht;s,
decaltful and only targetted to catch voteﬂ.‘l'I

That cuts across the m&%&%‘wﬁﬂﬂ and
the Hational Concord o8 perpetuators of the
capitalist 1declogy is the notion with g revolvency
on the private sector. They vociferously defended
Lhe need for private property-ownership. They
concerted snd iterated the healthiness of
privatising most sectors of the economy

for vgluabl e economic development in Nigeria, These
papers, therefore, need not have categorically
stated that cgpitalism wgs thelr gmour., That was
not necesscary since what they didﬁnot prove them
otherwlse. Tor one thing, they viere neilther

aoclnalist nor communist,

The Wiferdign fribune, professed sociallesm. Ttc
founder and owner, Obafemi pwolovwo, without mincing
vords, claimed to be a socialist. Like the Concord,
between 1979 and 1983, page three of the paper was
fimly locked in semonizing socialiem as the
best alterngtive for Nigeria, and how the UPN,
unrival ed, epltomised all Nigerin could ever wish
for from g socliglist fovernment, January 11, 1979
and February 4, 1984 edltions of the newepaper

featured typical examples of such write-ups.
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Pioheering these hovever, seemed to be an article
on g loecture dalivered by Tunji Otegbeye on the
occaglon of the seventiath bl rthday of Obafemi
Awclowo titled, 'The Unity Party of Nigerla and
Struggle for Sociglism'. The lecture was g
laudation of Awolowo's supposed contribution to
sociglist thought in Nigerig in hig boocks, The

Peonl es Republic, and The Iacticg and Stratery of

the Peopl es Republic. This article celebrated

Avolove's strive to expose the evilas of the -
Capltalist system especlally the injustices arlging
from the forces of supply and detand and the profit
margin, The sgocialist system was regarded as
cherishabl e because 1t extirpaten the evils of the

Capltalist system gnd ig postivively superior to
the latter, 12

Thus, the UPN was portrayed gs the only one,
that, poing by socialist principles sought to mak e
the peovle 'subj ects', not 'obj ects', through
shi fting the emphasis of politics from personalities
to the ontire citizenry.'J Yet, the Ipibune's
ideclogical case is a little fogey., It acknovl edged
the *mixed economy’ pursued by the nation (' Front
Page Comment', Janunry 13, 1986) and the press!
Nalural duty in Moalntaining thir ideology. Hence,
refuting the notion that the private newspapers

are unpniriotic in 5 front Pagfe comment, 'Troubl ed

-
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Image', the paper commended the military adninistratic
0f General Ruhari for trylng to improve its public
image through meeting media executives. It

observed that that Covernment errorneously

percei ved private-newspapers as out to confront

and subvert 1t., The Tribung further regretted that,

It (government) also believes
that those who own and edit
these nevspapers are not patriotic
and nationalist just because they
criticise the government or hold
Views di fferent from its own vee
The government will do itsel f a
good service by tapping the
opportunity offered by these
newspavers to propagate its
activities ... The last mili tary
government did not have any
probloms with the press; It may
well be a matter of slyl e.
Journalists in private and
tovernment-controll ed news medl g
are palriotic Nigerians like
others in other callings and
stations serving the nation,

No newspaper can sell in chaos
and newspapers will not therefore,
promote chaos, The fundamental
Boals of g united Nigeria are
agreed. Mt methods of achi eving
the goals may vary. Ve believe
in Nigeria and we defend its
Vj.tal interest&..-. lz}'

True to its words, the Obasanjo regime of 1979
luxuriated in the full support of the Nigerian
Iribune. Studying the paper in 1979 showed its

devolion Lo what the Daily Timeg celled a'romance’
between Lhe government and the press. The Iribune
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exuberantly employed very lofty, flowery and becoming
Langunge in extoling the Obasanlo regime and Lhe
Genersl himself, One of the paper's January 1979
comments tagged Obasonjo, 'the standard bearer and
epltome of our aspirations'. and in another captiondd
'We are Proud of You Segun', the Tribune hpd thie to
gay about the then Hlead of State;

We are convinced that for

once We have got a leader who

knows his onions. We have g

leader who understands his people,

their temperament, their whims,

their idiosyncraclies, and thelr

tocial demeanors. 15
Tribal conciderations have been supgested as an
Inherent part of the Txibune's practices, the
genesls of widch are traceable to colonigl times
when the action Group ( AG) and its chain of
newspapers severelyY favoured the interests of the
Yorubas topgether witlh nationglist demands.
However, the Tribung promptly informed the Bahagri
regime to hasten and repalr whatever damage may
hnve been done to government's imzge and sort out
its rolationsghip vith the press. How the Niperian
Tribune cnalculated entrenching sociglist ideoclogy
while compl ylng to serve the capitalist one at the

antia timoe hocame a bewll dement., lowever, suffice

it for now to grant the Tribung the benefit of 1ts
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claim to be a socialist paper. Findings on thisg
soon attonpted resolving the Tribune's posture.

Giving the ideclogical leanings of the four

newspapers involved in this research, the

following are deducible: While the Rally Timeg,

New Mirorian and National Concord may be estimated
nas asserling the same ideology, the Niperian Tribune

wished to differ. It stood aside, no doubt, in
theory, and it cannot be faulted as falling in this
course i f the degree to which it wrote the
virtues of socialism is taken into congideration,
The Tribune, therefore, donned the status of a
fervid fighter for the demolition of the capitalist
system under the socialist banner popul arly defined

at thalt Lime as ' Awoiem'.

V) IHG SEOND RIFURLIC 1079 - 1983

The second civilian regime is being used as
the first concrete evidence of the harmony of
interest between the private and public or state
nNewsparers being studied in this work. A general
nscessmenl of the papers has been undertdcen but
Lhe Green Revolution Programme and Strikes fom
Lhe nuclcus of anglysis., All facts utilised here

nre based on the paper's editorial, Commentary and

Opninion columns,
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The second civilian administration which began
in Qctober, 1979 started off as an already alling
economy, This was acknowl edged by the papers
renerally. (NT, April 3, 1982; NN, December 5, 1979;
DIs, Decenber 30, 1981)., The preceding military
fovernment of General Segun Obasanjo had imposed
austerity measures to help revamp the economy,
mongst the measures to assist resuscitate the
agricul lural sector was the ban of the importation
of rice, wiile attempts were made through Operation
Feed the Nation (OIN) to cultivate home-grown
varieties and achieve sel f~-sufficiency in food.
President Shehu Shagari's Green Revolution came
therefore, as another effort in the many exploited

Lo revive a suffocaling agricultural sector.

v IHE GREEN_REVOLUTION IN A NUYSHILL

The Creen Revolution Programme was launched by
the President in May 1980. It was conceived as a
five Yyear programme and was five pronged: (i) aimed
at improving and moderniging smagll-scale faming
(ii) ™couraging large-scale agricultiure by
co-operatives, private companies and individuals
(iii) Undertaking intensive and mechanised 1large-
scale apgricul ture through government intervention
(Lv) Underlaking a methodicagl food conservation and

distritution and (v) Systematically develop rural
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areas cal) ed Systematic Ruiral Development (SRD).

The Creen Revolution cannot be described as a
wholly successful apgricultural programme.
Ingppropriately defined modalities seemed to have
sooner destined its failure. This agricultural
policy wns extensively viewed as providing many
channels for mismanagement; continuously exploiting
and damponing the enthusigem of petty-famers who
constitutle majority of the Nigerian rural populace,
Criticiems agalnst the programme included; the
inavail alility of fertilizer (NT, November 17, 1981;
N C, poril 4, 1981); poor distribution net work for
bolh farm inpuls and rice (NN, June 10, 1981; IC,
Februnry 7, 1981; If's, March 10, 1981), and the
frustralion c¢caused famers due to unattainglbl e
agricultural loans (NC, April 12, 1982; Nil, March 13,
1961). The strongest undoing of the progremme to
the Tribune existed in the restriction of import
licence on rice, The paper was unylelding in its
zenlous cpll for the 1ifting of the ban on rice
and betler still, to place its importation on g
general licence (NT, February 3, 1981; December 12,
1980; lovember %, 1980; December 13, 1980; July 15,
1981).

Becruse the Green Revolution, in the fingl
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anplysis, especially with the demise 0f the civilian
adninistration, was flowed as a vitglisation of

the domination of one class by another (of the
btourgecic fammers over the petty rural famers),

1t 1s expedient to keenly understand the papers

own concigse perception of the progrgmme, But more
relevantly, this is expected to bolster judging

the. pnpers.szlsaartners in one game. We have relled

on one or more of their editorials, commentaries

- . and opinions, One of each of these could have been

sufficient if only the papers d&ld not opt, quite
often, lo subtly sentence the programume in bits
and pileces spread out in a number of thelr
oditordinls, We have chosen to exnmine the Greén
Revolution in two closel y=related dimengions, The
first lookg at the papers' individual overall
impression of the initiation of the progromme and
Lhe second surveys thelr dissatisfactions gbout
it. like it has been stated, there was a non-
cvagible need to enploy more than one of the
papers' opinions because we found a comprehengible
reluctance of a couple of these newspapers to
frankly -nd intenscly evaluate the progresmme gs
Lhey did when the military took over in December
1983, Thus, though the Green Revolutiom officially

came to an unceremonious end in 1983, the lationgl
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Concord, for instance, wrote its most virile
estimate of the non-performance of the programme
in 1984, However, summarily, the Green Revolution
was supposed to have been the most slgnificant and
benefiting programme to the rural famers in

particul ar and the Nigerian society in general,

This section is two=dimengional., The first

is directed at the papers' general perception of the
Green Revolution and the second, their views on the

programme's foredoing is tgken into account,

S(V‘D THE GRER{ REVCLUTION AND THE NENSP APFRS:

THE DMLY TIMES

The paper thought the whole 1dea of a Green
Revolulion commendable. In an 'Opinion' - 'Values
of the Creen Revolution', it was irked by the
debate on the modalities for this 'hopeful?
agricul tural policy. The controversy centred on
what role government ought to play in the

implementation of the programme., For the Daily

Timeg,

The majority of Nigerians who
are compelled to pay-out half
thelr earnings to buy food
LlLemps do not really care
whether agricultural
development is the exclusive,
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concurrent, or residual

responsibility of the

various levels of government,

Nor does it matter to them

whether it is the federal,

the state, or the local

frovernment that sets ug the

famms that will grow the

food which the entire nation

must very soon have. 16
The Daily Timegs favoured the participation of the
three levels of government, the federal, state and
local rovernments in the Green Revolution, It gave
conglderation to the following; the state virtually
owns all the lands, the local governments know the
real famers and the Federal CGCovernment provides
the funds, It conclusively remarked that what was
most pressing at that time was the urgency with
which the nation could avert its near total

dependence on food imports,

On Lhe lapses of the Green Revolution the
'"Daily Times Opinion' sampled from 1960 to 1983
made no overt criticism of the programme. It
chiefly concerned itsel f with projecting
Covernmenl's efforis towards maiting 1t prosper
(May 26, 1980; June 27, 1981; December 20, 1981;
June 27, 1981), Vith the arrival of the military
in 1984, the Dnily Times would not betray easily

ils loyalty Lo the course of the ousted regime,
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Hence, it evaded clearly stating that the Green
Revolution and the nation's agricultural sector
had not actuglly contributed reasongbly to tha
development of the economy., However, it obsecrated
the new military government to

ess ally with forel gn partners

and o into profit-msking in

order to generate money from

africulture while introducing

modern gimple and cheap means

of production to the average

The Daily Times was the least involved in exploring
the shortcomings of the Green Revolution, It
believed there should be abundant food, but refused
to imarine thal Lhe avallability of foods also
depended on who cultivated them., Going by its
tenernl oplnion alout the progrrmme it was not

too relevant whelher or not the petty farmers were
integrated adequately in this revolution, Little
wonder then, the paoper merely restated what
Government claimed it was doing, and went glong to
praise Covernment's assertions. Investigating and
veri fying such pronouncements, especinlly as they
affected genuine rural famers was not within its
area ol business. Covernment had snid it was
delivering and that was that. The Pally Times, on
the Creecn Revolution was the state's most competent

propaanda tool.
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THE N4 NIGERL gN

The liew Nigerian affirmed that the idea of ga
Green Ievolution, indeed, should g0 a long way to
solving the nation's food problem that was getting
quite ncule. It lnuded all processes tacen by
Governmen! and the President towards its success,
Mt the p-per warned against Covernment's intended
one year crash programme in the Green Revolution,

There is very little need for
haste ... Crash programmes
launched in this country in
the past did show a curious
tendency of always crashing,
Thus, meticulous planning
vith regards investments in
irrigation, fertilizer
production and distribution,
farm credit facilities and

massive and imaginati ve
Propsganda are necessary if we

are to avoid the Creen

Revolution failure exprienced

by India in the seventi es. 18
The paver commented further, that Nigeria stood a
chance of accomplishing real agrarian revolution
through organising the small, local farmers into
collecltive cooperative farming., For the small
farmmer must be made the pivot of the Green
Revolulion venture if the scheme muct not end up

creating 'the revclution in the bank accounts of

some very few 'progrescl ve' farmers to the detriment
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of general development and sustained agricultural
growth', 19

Al though the New Nigerian, like the Dally Times
was apparently dedicated to impressing on the public
Government's strive towards realisling the dream of
the Green Revolution (NN, January 26, 1981), the
paper was bolder than the Dgily Times in laying
bare the deficiencies of the programme. In an
editorial ngmed, 'The Neglected Ones' the paper

pointed out;

«es inpute like fertilizer,
treated seeds and bank credits
have continued to elude most
farmers, farmers have been

put off by the excesslve
bureaucracy of the process of
acqulisition, resulting in the
cole ability of enlightened
farmers to benefit from various
schemes.... 20

Studying the llew lliferian's overall
presentation of the Green Revolution impelled that
wiile the pgper did not indulge in strongly
subjecting the programme to an out right want of

P

success, it also did not portray it as a huge
succens, One area the New Nipgerian painstaking
protected Governmenl's goal was 'hoarding'
especinlly of rice. It was invested in exposing

and reporting all cases of hoarding it was aware of.
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Its alm was quite relumed it needed to show that
Lthe contioversial rice was locally belng cultivated
in abundance, but its scarcity was the mgking of
saboteurs of the programme, not the Federal
Covernment's, Many of such exposures were spaced
out in olher pages of the newspaper. Howvever,

brilliantly, the New Nirerign goncealed a lot for
the Covernmentl, Its editorials on the Creen

Revolution seemed to say; the Federal Covernment
promised to bring foods to your door steps. It
has kept its pledge, but we also are awvare these
foods are not available to you for some reagsons,
Blame your state bureasucracies, the distributors and

the traders,

THE NATION AL COIICORD

The Concord conceded to the need for a food
policy to develop the country's agricultural
sector wiile making food cheap and easily reached,
It was severely tound tovwards offering Covernment
decigns of getting this programme achieve desirgble
results, It proposed in an Opinion Column that
rather than have state famms where famers were
clvil servants, Covernment's involvement should stop
al Land ncquigition, clearing and allocation to
owner farmers who Lthen, through soft well-timed loar:

would be nble to stand on their feet as early as
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vms.sxihle.m Other suggestions raised ranged from

Lhe need for mechanised agriculture through model
farms, to Covernmenti's direct involvement in
nroduction.®® For the paper, 'the success of the
ireen Revolution programme will put an end to our
uncontroll ed reliance on other countries for our
food'... Thig, it believed, was why 'the programme
connot afford to fail!,23

On Lhe delinguency of the Creen Revolution, the
paper appreciably portrayed the inadequacies of the
propramme just as it highlighted Covernment's
endeavours in it. TW®valuating the success of the
programme in an 'Opinion' titled 'Looking phead',
the paper had cause to doubt extoling the Green

involution gliving Lhat,

I1f for example, we are to
accept the current price of
rice as an indication of the
inflationary trend in the
country, it would be a sad
commentary to recall that at
the time the soldiers were
returning to their barracks
in 1979, a cup of the grain
cost 15 kobo where as it now
sells for %0 kobo, What this
calls for is a more dedicated
approach to the lofty
programme of the Green
Nevolution and a realintic
review of the ban on the
importation of essentinl food
items, 24
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md in another 'Opinion', the paper noted the 1lack
ol proper participation of the farmers at the
rrassroot in the pmgramme.zs The Concord'g most
austere critique of the scheme was found in g
'front Page Comment' headed Verdict 83%' and
publighed two days after the toppling of the Shagari
admini stration. The Concord sternly l-mented that

in the ousted civilian regime,

.+« the economy went banangs
sending the prices of fecod

and essential goods through
the roof while a few rosy=-
chedted flatterers, sycophants,
hustl ers, and other categories
of ruffians made, without
swWweat, millions of naira on
rice, fertilizer, import
licences ... Two ends cl ashed:
to be sel f-reliant or to be an
importer nation, Sharnri's
rovernment chose the 1atter

and wiched for the former ...
The supreme paradox came in the
shape of a farmer-nation also
being n food-importing nation,
Fbod production recelived no
incentives other than fertilizer
contracts and river basin
rhetoric. This lip-servide to
local production created g
virgin farmmland for food
importers who made rearing
buginess at the expenses of
the hapl ess and helpl ess poor.26

Congidering the Concord's other commentaries on
the Green Revolulion not included here, this

appeared an exhibi Lion of the long=awal ted
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opportunity by the paper to lash out on a Covernment
and political party its publisher had disengaged
from, There is no doubt that many of the issues
addressed above were true, Still, because the
paper also found reasons, occasionaglly, to perceive
the other political parties as no better than that
heading the seat of povernment, its bl ast at the
deposed administration was partly understood as
sentimenlal - another display of intra-class

di screpancy.

llonethel ess, among the four newspapers
examined here, the Concord was found to have best
drawvn (overnment's attention to the unpropitous
limitations of the Green Revolution. Some of such
reporls were fentured in these editionsg of the
paper; January 1, 1981; January 26, 1981;
February 7, 1981; april 15, 1981 and pApril 8, 1982.

Like the llew llirerign, its expressed restrictions

to the progromme come more in the shape of advices.

Afgain, lilke the llew Niperign, in these it never

failed to add that GCovernment was doing all it
could to overcome the problems and surely, the
shortcomings vould be successfully eliminagted., The
mosl imploring defence it was seen to have put up
on behal ¥ of the Covernment and 1ts programmes

resided in an opinion titled 'Surviving the Crunch'.
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The paper posited that from the mid-1981 it could
no longer be Lgnored that the country was heading
for a severe financigl trouble and the austerity
mensures imposed to combat i1t were not achieving
the expected results, Meanwhile, the paper
deplored; import bills had risen, local industries
of sundry goods were experiencing a gradual loss of
Lhel r maxitets and worse still, planners and
economic advisgers were blind to the impending danger.
Nonethel ess, the Concord opined,

There is no doubt the nation

vill survive the present

economic slump but governments

have to be more fore-sighted

~nd meticulous in agending.

Not unexpectedly, the

opposi tion quarters have

selzed the opportunity to sing

their usuanl rongs. Nobody is

impressed, 1t is not that they

can do better in the
circumstances. 27

The Concord nlso heaped the 'near' failure of
the Green Revolution on distributors, 'traders with
a warped sense of patriotiem' who thwarted all
efforts to mace commodi ties available to the
citizens, and politicians, especially those on the
oppositlion side who nllied with the traders to
sabotage rovernment!' s pl nnea.a8 mpril 6, 1982 and

July 16, 1982 opinions are examples of other such
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defences accorded CGCovernment, The Concord struck

a remart able reasembl ance with Lthe New Nipgerian in

its coverage of the Green Revolution., Like the
lntter, the Concord's general view of the programme
mny be summarised as; Factual indeed, the Green
Revolultion is fraught with numercus complications,
Covernment partaces in some of the blame, but g lot
of these nre generated by unpatriotic Nigerians.
Valid too is the economy's passage from fair to
worse, particularly its agricultural sector.
(fovernment is not insensitive to the ensuing
hardship, and obviously, it is doing its very

best to ~rrest the bad situation, Ibo not be too
critical of this administration, none could have
done better! Viorthy of note also is that even
after the Concord publisher decamped from the NPN,
and subsequently, from politics (NC, July 17, 1982),
the paper's critiques against the Shagari
adninistration which becam_e harshly worded, never
really convincingly deviated from the general

impression stated above,

THE NI GERL A TREBINE

The T'ribune was not unconscious of the groving
insufficiency in food in the country, Its pugust 8,

1981 Ycomment' chptioned 'Starving Africa' for
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instance, called on the Government to, =mong others,
incorporate 'the fammers' into the Green Revolution
and establish large-scale farmms in various centres
in the federation., The newspaper, above all,
depicted a very high sense of pessimiem for the
progromme from the onset. Six months after the

Green R,volution was officially launched, the
Tribune described it as a '"disaster', as "a veritabl e
conduit' for members of the NPN to mzgke money in
preparation for the 1983 alections.29 Within the
same period, it qualified the Green Revolution gs
Covernment's way of starving the nation for fiwe

0

Years. It focund this food policy as 'alout to

send Lhe masses to a common grnvo'.z’] The Iribune's
major prievances solely rotated ground Covernment's
restriction on the importation of rice. Each
comment it cared to mace in 1980 and 1981
overbearingly focused on the ban on rice
importation, Commenting again on the essence of
the Green Revolution in 'Rice Politics',

February 3, 1981, the paper laconically described
the Green Revolution as an 'idiosyncrazy' the
President 'added to our world of jargons' during
ilj_.s lost electioneering.

Scovering Lthe Tribupe'g general perception of
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the programme from its honest reservations about

it mounts up to splitting a head in two., The
paper's overall impressions about the Green
Revolulion spelt nothing but doom and these were
rravely relished with political sensibilities.

ne of iles criticiems however, reasonably argued
that the programme 1 acked the modalities to make 1t
feasible nnd consequently, perpetuated the flee of
most tr-~ditiongl farmmers from their fams, Stating

olher causes of dearth of foods the paper alleged,

.+« Lhe second factor for food
and ecpecially rice scarcily
was that the NPN Federal
Covernment created an artificial
scarcity of rice in our markets
by placing its importation
under licence., The folly of
placing an essential food item
under licence when itn demand
cannot yet be met by local
production had been stressed by

patriotic Nigerians./ Federal /The
Government authorities for ostensibl
placing rice under licence was reason
that experts advice had assured given by
the Federal Covernment that the

Nipgeria would be able to meet
its rice needs from local
production in five years time,
Thus to Ribadu road the best

and only way to protect non-
existent infant industry to
maturity from foreign competition
is to starve the populace for
five years. %2

In another ‘comment' Lhe paper solicited for a de-

emphasis on 'middlanen farmmers' while priority be
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accorded famers who actuglly till the soil. For
Lthe latter are those genuinely in need of bank
loans, faming equipment at subsidized or no rate
and other financial and technicpl supports. It
also suppgested g partnership between the Federal
Covernment and the states in cultivating other food

crops according to areas of advantage.

To fairly assess the Tribune from these, it is
important to first ascertain the expected role of
the 'left press' which the Tribung ought to
symbolise. Carl Garner demonstrated the vitgl task
of the left press as one to 'counter false
consciourness and fight for the supremacy of
socialist 1deas, not as an agbstract ideoclogy but
as one fashioned and enriched by workers'
struggle and e:‘:_r_aerience'.3’3 Thugs, the left press
must point to the contradictions and agbsurdities
of capitaliam in order to compare it to a system
run under workers c:mtml.y* Gardner rigidly
asserted that to do all these, the press must
undertd:ie a painstaiing research and investigation.,
I'b r,

Socinliem is not just about
workers' control of factories,

It munt be concerned with the
whole of nocl ety and the
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quality of 1ife. Socigalist

papers must fuge socialist

1deas with the experience of

those fighting at the grass-

roots. 35

If Gardner's postul ation is acceptable as

universally binding on all social:l..at papers, be
they in industrialised societies or in developing
countries, then, the Nigerian Tribune falls short
of what may be temed a socialist paper. 1Its
inabilily to evince, by way of investigation, the
inherent contradictions implanted in a capitalist
system and all the more manifestable in a dependent
capitalist society as they were evident in the
Green Revolution indicated 1ts interests strayed
from those of socialism, The Green Revolution
Progrommae was colonsally tasked by capitalist
inconsistencies, They reared thiemselves in the
lLarge-scnle farmms or those aglso calldd '"modern
mechanised famms., They inconceal ably dwelled in
th: nation's dependence on imported rice even
while the locally rrown variety were reportedly
rotling away (N editorial, mrust 27, 1932) and
~l o being exported to neipghbouring countiries
(HC opinion, July 16, 1982). The contradictions

were fomented in Lhe importation of fertilizer

(NC 'opinion', April 4, 1981) and the involvement
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of businessmen and foreign partners generall;('.

Rather thon bring these problems to public
consciousness, the Tribune aubsi.died.in them, 1Its
rrudge against the Green Revolution was heavily
lnid on the ban on rice importation; on ﬁhe
placement of its import 1icence on restriction.
This eingle act by government, in its opinion, was
tallous' (Tribune Comment, November 3, 1980;
'wicked' (December 13, 1980), TIut no sooner did
the Mhari military regime step in than the paper
becane the loudest advocate for a complete ban on
the importation of rice, figuring that, 'we have
done wilthout it in the past, Nigerians will not
starve'. 56 It was clear the emsll ruragl farmer
could nol be piven the licence to import rice.
dhat he'll get in return is g downright rejection
of his variety and perhaps, resultantly, relapse
into subcistent farming, So, whose course was the
Tribune fighting in the rice import palaver if not

that of the privileged few? _Md the advancement of
polilical Wtterness?

Paradoxically, the capitalist newspapers
aupli fied the aftermath of importation on peasant
famers nnd the perpetual economic boundage it

would fix the country (NN, December 5, 1919)
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(DI's, May 7, 1980) (NC, February 7, 1981). They
too were alive to the economic complications of
large-scale faming schemes (NC, February 7, 1981).
These papers became Covernment's most persistent
pressure to blend into the Green Revolution the
labour of petly fammers 1f it hoped to slncerely
deliver results, Summarily, the 'capitalist news-
papers' turned out to be greater pointers to the
vices of the capitalist system. Because the
Nigerign Tribuneg could not, even on a superficial
level defend its claim to socialism in these and more,
we think it intelligible to dismiss the Tribung as
an 1declopgical apparatus fostering the dependent
capltalint stalus of the country. 1In this 1ight,

we also certaginly belicve that the paper's silence
on issues that should vigibly encourage the contests

at the grassroot intend consent to the system.

3(I) A SINTHESIS OF THE POSITIONS OF THE NEWSP APERS
ON THE GREMN REVOLUTION

Having studied the Newspapers' positions on the
Green Revolution, three basic conclusions are
reached (i) They all seemed to have majorly
dinseminated infomation in g top to bottom process,
what Andreas Fupgl esang calls ‘one-way flow of
37

infomalion?', llone of the papers showed glgns
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of having actually communicated with the peasant
farmers in order to acquire first hand knowl edge
about their fears, disappointments and general
laxity., The Concord and the Iribuneg set aside
distinct columns for tackling political issues

but no room was specificaglly spared for attending
to such issues that affected the well-being of the
lowly in the society. From 1979 to 1983 for
instance, it was observed that the third page of
the Tribune and the Concord purely addressed issues
related to politicians and political activities.
Thus, none of the papers could factually substantiate
why lonns and other fam inputs eluded farmers.

md why Lhose who obtained them but could put them
into no valugble use faced such difficulties. They
are numerous reasons therefore, to see that the
papers' presentntions of a Green Revolution that
was nol exactly 'ereen' to rural famers were

defecti ve.

The Green Revolution exceedingly unclouded
the inlra-class contentions among the papers. 1t
could be recalled that the first Chapter stated
Lhat whal may be construed as distinct cl asses in
opposition in the newspapers are really disagreements

amonr: menbers of Lhe same class. To begin with,




129.

the proprietors of the newspapers analysed are,

el ther way, members of the ruling oligarchy, The
case of the state newspapers is lucid. The Concord
publisher, as illustrated in the second chgpter,
was, for some time, the Chairman of the Ogun State
branch of the NPN, md the Tribung publisher,
besides 1eading the UPN, professed g sociglist
ideolopy ( Awoiem) which the UPN states were expected
to practice The war encapsulating the papers

engul fed Lhe leaders of the NPN and the 1leaders

of the UPH,

Peing gulded by evidences in our investigations,
practically, the Tribune's profession to serving
soclalisl interests, and thereby, implicitly, a
'"1oft' noewspaper, are best regarded as fallacious.
If thin is established, the clashes of interests
between the UPN and the NPN fought on the pages of
the Tribune, New lligerign, Daily Times and Concord

are qui te transparent. The collisions, ve believe,

were continuations of the contest for political

pover at the Federal level. The mgsses had no

part in it, The Creen Revolution luminates this.
Rice, which was deliberantely made a controversl al
issue when it should not have been, that is,

barely =i x monihs after the officiagl initigtion of
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the Green Revolution programme was an effective
cloud over the underlylng political dissengion,
Some validity exist in this notion if it is

carefully congidered that the Nigerion Tribupe and
the New Nigerign avowed rice was not, and should
not be the major sustenance of the economy,
neither should the citizenry depend on it., (Tribune,
mpust €, 1981; NN, November 12, 1980). The New
Nigerinn candidly opined;

The hunger scare in the

rice affair only exists

in the hungry pockets of the

powerful rich few and thelr

numerous proteges. Afterall,

there are substitutes,

Moresv, the ratio of those

who depend on rice to the

total popul ation is still

very small, Our legislators and

elite must know that the mgjority
is not incidental to them, 28

To drive home the intra-class di fferences, the
papers delighted in accusing one another time and
aain ol tlas coverage; of trying to run down
each olher's ideals; of being propaganda mechanisms
for individual interests (NC, January 27, 1984;

N, august 25, 1983). To shamelessly employ rice
a6 a campalgn gimmick could not have been so
clearly s tated any where?lze but in g '"Tribune

Commenl' in which Lhe paper alluded to Awolowo's
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address to the Annual Conference. The comment
recalled the Irilune publisher's cry for the
1lifting of the ban on food, The paper confidently
informed its audience that Awolowo's appeal for
food importation is enough proof that 'he deserves
victory in 1983' (NT, December 18, 1980). The
paper's vearisome excessive cyniciem and criticiems
against all Shagari's policies and actions save
for one, the President's pardon to Ojukwu gnd
Cowon, annd very often expressed in language unbecoming
of responsible journaglism further explicated the

intra-class conflicts.

Inferable from these taken nggregataly 18 the
verification of the hypothesis which sees the
Nevspapers as an ideologlcal state apparatus, This
could be viewed from two angles (1) Had the
Concord publisher been enthroned as the President
of the nation, his government's most vigagble
ideological instrument would have been the Nationgl
Concord besides the el ectronic media, The same is
applicall e to the Niperian Tribuneg were Awolowo
elected as President, (ii) Relterating that al ready
stated; While the Concord could be percelved as an
ideoloricnl apparatus to the Federal Government and
Lhe P states, the Tribune was no less for the

Upl"! Sta t CS.
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2(Viil) THE SPCOND REPUALIC - INIUSTRI f_ACTIONS

Nigeria is yet to experience, -nd may never
agaln be beset by the pathetic spate of industrial
actions that characterised the second civilian
regime, famously between 1981 and 1983, The
frequency of strikes by workers in 411 sectors of the
economy was alaming., The nation seemed to have
stood still at this period. More endemic was
strikes by teachers, Perhaps, excluding the police
force, all other workers, doctors, nurses, dock
work ers, bankers, market women, road Lrancport
wo iz ere, eotc. took turns to dowvn tools in one

which
protest or another, / almost always centred

around non=payment of salaries and benefits, ‘he
Newspapers dismissed many of the strikes as

mischi evous and unpatriotic while others, such gs
those of the Teachers were judged as legitimate,
The economy was glaringly turbulent. States owved
some vorkers as much as ten months s-laries (1,
April 30, 1982). Others sought to offer won:ters
hal f-pay (NC, mpgust 19, 1982). 1980 to 1983 spelt
squandamania for the country as all states
franticaglly hassled to ful fill realistic and
farcical promises to their electorates (NN, April 22,
1982; NC, April 20, 1982). Strikes best desiynated
the state of the nation,
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This section explores the paper's

presentation of strikes in the civilian regime.
This 48 intended to prove again Lhat the papers
fundamental interests are indivorceable. Our
selected opinions arise from the little problem that
not all the papers commented on 11 strikes in their
editorials, commentaries or opinion pages. And
this research rigidly relies on these colunns,
Therefore, it is not possible to show here each
paper's impression agbout doctors strike, teachers'
or bankers' strike since some of them treated the
strikes collectively, while some riclked out

specific ones for anal ysis.

ON TEACHERS' STHIKE

THE NIGERI AN TRIBUNE

The Tribune argued that the strikes enbarked
upon by the teachers were in order given that
teachers work hard, However, it primarily
asserted that the state Governments were free of
any blame. It was the Federal (overnmenl's
reduced allocation to the states that had inevitably
caused non-payment of salaries. lHence, the
paper waved off the strikes easily in the followving
arguement;
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.ss becsuse Federal Covernment
allocation to states has grown

emall er, teachers have had to
strike in several stales, Benue,
Niger, Bendel, Ondo, Kwara, o
Rivers, Cross=-Rivers, Teachers
cannot be bl smed because teachers
are hard working peopl e ..nd

deserve th&ir pay.

The Tribuneg called on all state Governments to find

teachers' pay any way they could.

THE DMLY TIMES

The paper was less concerned with other months
salries yet to be pald workers, teachers specifically.
It was emphatic on the non-payment of December 1981
sal aries and saw the sltuation as 'pathetic',

pointing out that,

ese« the period involved was when
many f-milies needed money for
Christmas and New Year shopping
and festivities., Worse still,
because many of the states
which refused to pay Lhelr
Leachers were able o generate
funds, inspite of the nation-
wide austerity, to pay other
categories of workers, This
discriminatory attitude is
condemnabl e because teachers
are supposed to b e given
prefercntial treatment for the
vital role they play in

ocioly coee 40

It Murther rennitred that while Leachers in advanced

counlries are smonr Lhe most highly rated
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professionals, in liigeria, their fringe benefits

nre not only low, but 1rregular.

ON_STRIK ES COLLECTIVELY

THE NEW NI GERL AN

Noting the number of strikes belng undertgcen
at the same time, their frequency, and duration the
paper found cause to ponder strictly on what this

potends for the nation's economy.

«ee Al of these are happening at
a time the economy is in bad
shape, One way or another, they
are bound to affect efforts to
revitalise the economy, Bt the
vorkers have a case. Ibck

work ers petrol and gas workers
and bank workers are fighting
for impl ement gtion of minimum
wvage and fringe benefits, It
is thelir entitl ement so they
have right to fight for it,

This however, does not mgke

the Lime and the weapon right,..
Some mischi evous labour leaders
believe and mate their followers
believe that strike gctions hurt
the rovernment and employers more
than the workers. They are
wrong., Often their victories
through strike actions amount

to nothing.... 41

THE KATION AL, CONCORD

The paper focused on strikes outside the
Leachers' - radio and TV workers, bank workers,

dock woikersy, etc, It ie a restatement made
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earlier by the paper in an 'Opinion' titled
‘Unnecessary' in which it thought that too many
unwarranted strike actions were in force. On the

so-call ed 'unnecessary' strikes the Concord

decl ared,

e.o e are not saying that

the woikers had no case.

We are not even saying that
the respective managements
had been less reckless than
worners ... Bt whether
workers' grievances warranted
strike action is debatable.
The frequency, speed and ease
with wvhich workers strike in
recent times gives all serious
Nigerians concern, It is

el ther that our 1labour unions
operate with a reckless
definition of what justifies
strike actions or they are
being deliberately unpatriotic
and mischi evous.,.. The
frapility of our economy is an
open secret, The truth of g
world economic recession
imposes great limits on the
financial concessions managements
can ma:e at the moment, 42

TiHE DMLY TIMES

The Daily Times found diemal the effects of
strikes on the country's economy, but more so, the
Daily Times also thought workers were intentionally
belng unpatriotic coneidering Covernment's
favourabl e'dicposi tion toward their wel fare'.

In the paper's opinion,
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In recent months workers of

the Centrgl Bank embarked on

a number of industriagl actions
Their strikes generated ripples
that adversely affected every
facet of the economy.,... The
industrial action was undertgken
inspite of government good

di sposi tion toward thelr wel fare,
Strikes are a weapon for workers
to fight for improved condi tions
of service, but 1t should be
exercised with caution because
they do not good to any body...
Presi dent Shehu Shagari reveal ed
during the May-Day ... that the
nation lost 2,557,081 May=-Day
between January 1960 and ppril,
1981 an a result of 265 strikes
involving 221,000 workers, This
is bad enough for a developing
country. 43

THE 1IUSP AP ERS ANLD STRIKES: RESEARCH DEWCTIONS

In totality, the outcome of inquiries into
these vavers' judgmment of industrial actions
replicate John bvning's findings on the mediag in

Britain and their presentation of strikes, Downing,

in, The Medin Machine affirmmed that the media pay
little attenlion to the realities of class struggle
in woirk; editors rarely allowed workers the
opportunity to spedc for themselves in the media,
hence, pictures presented of indugtrial conflict
scarcely ever comes from the strikers. He

therefore, described the media as,
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ees Vigilly a part of bourgeois
democracy, Officially, anyone
has the right to spesk through
them, Superficiaglly, a variety
of interests express themsel ves
about strikes. Actually, the
producers on strike are ’cha
last to be asgted thelr views. L4
Citing Hartmann's observations on strikes, he
maintained that the 'why' of strikes is left out
and 'what is absent from the explanation of strikes
is amply made up for by stressing their ‘.i.mp;slc‘l'.'.l*5
He illustrated that in the docks strike in Britain
for instance, this was simply outlined as the
domape to the national economy. For the media
alWways assumed this economy was all 'our economy'.
Thus, enough reason seemed to exist for why petty
class differences of this nature be 'brushed aside
and Lhe strike called off in the national interest

of ‘our economy'. 46

Iopwning went on to indicate
that here, an ideclogy is nurtured. It 1s one
which stipulates the existence of g 'national
socinl interest' superseding sectional disputes

or clacss interests. Through this 1declogy, workers
are accused of 'deliberately refusing to act for
the wel fare of their fellow -citizens'.l*? The
author conclugively opined th»at media coverage of

slrikes in Britain provide a gigantic arrangement

in favour of class coll aboration with c:lpital.l's
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The Tribune, Dally Times, New Nigerian and
Concord newspapers all of fered insufficient
expl anations to the strikes of the second republic.
The 1issue of 'hardwork' triviaglly adduced as reason
for teachers' strike in the Iribupne was a grand
understatement of the roélity that the forces of
dominalion of one class over the others; of
exploitation, were notoriously at work, The
question of 'hardwork' was a relegation of the fact
that workers, employed labourers of any capacity,
hardwo d"ing or not, had an uncompromiging right to
snl ary and wages. The Tribune'g penchant for plcking
on the Federal Government at the slightest chance to
do ©0 vas also well articulated, If the pagper
endenvoured to face realities squarely, perhgps it
could have deeply questioned as the Daily Timeg did,!
the foul game of paying other workers, at least
occanionally, with the meagre allocations, and
congicltently ignoring teachers, The truth of the
matter as we see it is, the Tribune was far too
submerpged in its political ambitions on behglf of
its publisher to honestly bother gbout the
afflictions of workers, And this really goes to
show loo that where the paper could not capltalise
on ils position to pursue the sociallist principles
it cliecrighed, itg ideals and those of the other

papers were synonymous,
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The Dpily Times, on its part, while expresslng
sentlments for the teachers, could be fgulted for
two things. The first deals with the whole idea
of domination expressed above: It is mad enough to
find, like tha paper gptly observed, that teachers,
and many other workers genernlly, tgte home very
paltry wages. To deny them this for months on end
is almool suicidpal. The second screensg the paper's
inculenlion of discriminagtion azmong vwork ers when
it gspumed it was averting it. Thug, to suggest
that teachers ought to be shown 'preferential
treatment' at Lhc expense of ol her workers amounts
to proclaiming; we would rather hgve other workers
po without pay than the tsachers. PBesides
ostenani D1y discouraging a section of the woriing
class, lLhe iden of '"preference' merves Lo disunlte

and dehsmmonise workers and their interest.

The New Nirerian, the Nationgl Concord and
Dally Times impressions of strikes azggregately
exhibited a common track; they stresced the
teffect' rather than the 'why'. As in Downingé,
ffnginys, 1t is observable they all imprinted the
"nabional in terent i deolopgy., This they imposed
over wniters nvn well-belng, thereby, suggesting
that vwoirlkers wel fare and 'nationgl interest' are

separable. The Hew Niperian succinctly implied so
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when it warned that workers are always the losers
in induntrial actions, Put some controversy stirs
up here. Is the nation an abstract entity? Is it
divigible from its people, 80 that when workers
withdraw thelir services the nation carries on and
progpers? 1t soothes the nerves of Government to
hear worters being ordered back to work like the
papers never failed to add., Bat none of them
attempted to demonstrate how this treats the

worters interests in contempt.

There is no doubt that based on these newspapems'
exvoaitions on strikes they homogenised thelr
interestns with those of the ruling class and thus,
contributed to upholding the status quo. They
were symphonic on the essence of maintaining 1aw
and order, They agreed upon the need to repress
whatever nppeared like a potential rebel against
the systen, a phenomenon marked by workers'
apitation of varied dimensions. Capitalism cannot
thrive in a chaos-ridden Nigeria, in a nation where
workers nll rise and insist in uninon on better
conditions of services as circumstances in the
Second Republic almost brought to bear. The
newspapers examined abated, in these ways, what may
be described as conflict between the workers and

the ruling class, The state and private newspapers




142,

effectively helped sustalin Nigeria's system of
materlal reproduction that cannot fgvour the labour

force equally as it does the ruling group.
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CHAPTER 4

THE MILITARY REGIME

THE NINSE APERS - 198 4-1990

This Chapter and the preceding one seek the
same end, It is purely another test to the idea
that the newspapers serve the interest that guides
the nation towards the system of producing and
reproducing her material existence. We concentrate
on the Structural Afjustment Programme introduced
in 1986, ™Mt the papers have also beling cursorily
assessed in the regime that briefly existed before
that which initi ated the present Structursgl

pAdjustment Progremme,

4’(‘) UiAl' S WVERMEBIT: 198 .

It hordly came as a surprise when Nigeria
reverted Lo a military povernment in December 1983,
What , with the disturbing unhealthy state of the
nation, With the fall of the civilian government
was the energence of an undemocratic administration
headed by General Muhammadu Buhari. The jubiliant
reception pgranted the new government it could be
sald, was drawn from all nooks and crannies of the
country, the newspapers not excluded, For the
very first time in the history of the Nigerian

polity, her people seemed to have unanimously risen
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to felicitate a military regime. Buhari's
ndministration which was only pemitted a twenty
month existence by the present regime marked a

" conspicuous di fference in the papers.

They were compelled to suddenly reslt those
petty inter-party s<imishes of the civillian
regime for an embracement of a government vastly
recognised as Nigeria's salvation, Those who
styled tliemsel ves socialists brisgkly relieved
themsel ves of the illusory socialist rules and
ebulliently pledged solidarity to a government
generally regarded as, 'the paroxystic phase of a
lobal process ascuring the redeployment of the
capltalist system, which demands the reinforcement
of social control...'1 The newspapers were convinced

Lhe new military rovernment was in the nation's

interest, The Iigerign Tribune in 'Welcome Bregther'

passionately revered it as God's fingl intervention
to save lfis people from imminent catastrophe
(Tribune Comment, January 3, 1984). The Dally
Times ~nd the New Nirerian accepted its coming as
in national interest (DIs front Page Comment,
January 3, 1984; NN Editorial, January 6, 1984).
fbr thece papers, the toppled civilian regime
clearly possessed debris that needed to be flushed

out, and the lipreriagn Concord in a similar notion,
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welcomed the soldiers because the nation did not
seem to have known its interests under President
Shagari, and '4if it aid, it lacked the will to

defend them' (Concord Opinion, January 2, 1984).

Randomly sampling the newspapers for the
twenty months period of existence of the Buhari
regime mani fested their endeavours to justify the
regime' s sublime intentions, The sole contending
issue which clashed Government and the press at
this time was the enactment of Decree 4, The
Decree stringentl y muzzl ed the press and they
found cause to reponder over the legltimacy of the
military's ‘national interest'. Decree 4 held
Buhari's Government and the press in infinite
enmity, Hence, when in pugust 1985 another
'divine corrective' military administration took
over power and the citizens found the purposes of
the new Covernment questionable, the press was
more enrer to entertain it, Thelr wam hospitality
to the latest regime - could not be pretentious
vith Lhe abolicment of the draconian Decree 4.

The novel regime presided over by Preslident Ibrahim
Babanpi da relinshed the conslstent backing of the
press from 1985 to 1988. By early 1988, some
sections of the press, plqued by what sppeared like

' Decree 4 political gimmick' began to despalr over
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the persisting fettering of the press and of course,
the furlher degenerated Btat; of the economy, sStill,
the newepapers are accomplices to what Nigeria is
today, by design or by accident, aAnd thigils
evident in their presentations of the regime's
Structural pdjustment Programme (SAP) - the gravest
austerity measures this country has known., and in
our opinion, the least that has trully improved

the lot of Nigerians, at least for now. We see
thelr judgements of the anti-SAP riots of May 1989,
the most striking veri fication of the merging of the
intereasts of (overnment and those of the press,

newspaners specifically.

4_(‘[1) BABANGI DA' S REGIME 1985 = 1989: SAP.

The military administration of Presldent
Babangi da, on its advent, complacently pressed on gz
SAP ideology it confidently held as the sole
rescuer of the country's deplorable economy, It
diwlged in earnest conviction that our redemption
lies no where outside SAP. Fbr 'SAP is the only
anlternnlive we have 1 f we are to reduce Nigeria's
total devendence on 0oil as its foreign exchange

earter.., there is no viable altemative'.2

md
s0 1s Hiperia grudeingly stuck with the Structural

Adjustment Programme, Whence cname SAP?
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Newgwatch dated it back to 1986 when after

1ate 1985's attempl to salvage the economy, some

suptere measures were imposed with the nation's

rejection of a loan from the International lonetary

fund (IMF). The proposals which declared a fifteen

month economy emergency included; two to twenty

percent levy on workers, an eighty percent subsidy

removal from petrolleum and an extension of wage
frecze. Accruing no significant impact on the

cconomy, July 1986 procreated the Structural

Adjustment Programme supervised by officigls of the
World Bank., It was meant to pursue four goals: (i)

find the true value of the Naira, (ii) transcend
punbliec secltor impolency through recti fying public

crvenditure programme and rationalisation of

poraslatale, (iii) Reschedule the nations medium

-nd long=-tem debts (iv) encourage a net inflow of

foreign corital while keeping a 1id on foreign
losns, Ibllowving up these measures, Government has

had to auction the liaira; abelish import licencing

liberalise trade and withdraw controls from
the economy,

systen;

and tipghten monetary and fiscal

relicies. (overnment has also embarked on

commerclallcation »nd privatisation., It bsnned the

importation of such grains as malze, rice and wheat
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in order to encourage import substitution and the

wtllity of local raw materiagls,>

While Newswatch marked 1986 as the genesis of
SAy, The anaplyst completely disagrees with this,
In an elaborate specification of the origins and
rationale of SAP, the magazine intrepldly stated:
'The notion that the Structural pAdjustment
I'rogramme started in Higerig in July 1986 when
I'resident Babangida declared that it had started
i5 ... apublic relations gimmick'.% The snglygt
comprehensively demonstrated that SAP began with
Lhe economic stabilication policies of the Shagari
rogime which comprised; cutting down public
cmxvendl ture, restricting imports and striving to
diversl fy exports., It found these in line with
Lhe austerity packares prescribed by the IMF and
Lhe World Bank since 1944 when they were founded.
The mnplyst noted that what appears like dissimilar
nolicies of the Shagari, Buhari and Babanglda
tovernmenl s merely represent different stages in
the effectuntion of the Viorld Bank SAP package in
Nipgeria. 2 However, SAP is popularly associagted with
the presenlt military GCovernment, Tts modus operandi
were spell out in the 1986 national budget, The
prasentalion of the SAP budget of 1986 in each of
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the newspapers being surveyed 1s being used as a
gulding step towards properly identlfying thelr
candid opinions about the programme. Whatl we see
ns the salient agspects of the programme with
undisguised physical bearings on the lives of the
reople are those being examined, They are, the
removal of petroleum and oil subsidies and the
nrivatisntion and commercialisation of several

rovernment parastatals.

158 6 HU DGET

HWLUBIE N VML DUNE: The paper was optimistic about
the stern measures delivered in the budget. It
opined Lhnat Nigeri ans had long cul tivated an
immunity to the threatening lengthy period of a
Structurnal Adjustment in both medium and long term,
On the removal of petroleum subsidy, senctioning it,
the paper simply waved off the act as 'long overdue'.
It reasoned that the new price per litre would
only eouanlize whal obtains in neirhbouring states,
ns well no discourage the smuggling of the

commodi ty, Conscious of its repercussions on
transport nnd commuters, the Tribuneg, trifling its
impact, Jjudged that the 'public will adjust to

Lhe new rates and learn to undertqdie only journeys

that are absolutely necessary'. It urgently added,
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'in any case, it is part of the price to pay for
Lhe needed adjustment', The Privatisation and
Commercialication of government parastatals simply
tnllies with the mixed. economy 'we have elected to
operate', the paper estimated, And it implored the

l'ederal Covernment to ensure absolute disengagement.

LATONAL COHNCORD: The entire package was impressive

il affimed, pointing out in utter conviction that
Lhe nation was finally being offered 'a budget of
development', And for the very first time in
I'ireria's history, a scheme to pursue the objectives
0! gel f-devendence and sufficiency had been
produced, Acknovledging the innevitagble effects of

Lhe removal of subcidies, the Concord found relief
's
in Covernmenlzintention to finance food and

develop rmrnl areas with the bulk of savings
renerated from the withdrawal of subgl dl es.

Concluding, the Concord submissively remarked,

llowever, roing through the
provisions in the whole
package, we cannot but hail
budget '86 as one of realism,
though initially, it is

tound to csuse some distress
in many households, The
Latter is the price for sel f-
sufficiency and sel f-reliance,
no matter how painful,

NI NIGERL Ml: exercised 1ess optimiem about the

budget, It meticulously weighed the benefits to be
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eventually derived as well as the precarious,
'sying close attention to the distress bound to
nrise from the retraction of oil subeldies, as it
would pertagin to the wel fare of the common man,

and the rural dweller in particgul ar, the paper
counsell ed that undesirable hikes in food and other
cesentials be readily checked, Evaluating
privatisation and commercialisation, it kicked
spainst Government's intention to privatise banks
and other financial institutions, Tagking an overview
of the budpet, the lew Nigerign visualised it as
hopefully setting the stage for transfoming this
nation into 'the land of milk and honey.'7

DAILY TIMES glossed that the budget was indeed,

'a tough and bitter medicine', but nonethel ess,

one truly committed to putting the economy on the

ri ght passnge to economy restoration, It esteemed
Lhe issue of petroleum and 0il subsidies as
arpogite to circumstances which are, dolefully,
abnomal, Tor the situntion was one of an ' economic
emergency'., It entreated Nigerions to mgke

sacri fices, and in tune with this therefore,
'ransporlers need accept Lhe marginal drop in profit
with the removal of petroleum subsidy as their

cneri ficed quots to economy revival., On privatisation,
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Lhe paper was more expressive on the policy as it
~ffected schools, For it, the allowance for

nrivate ownership of schools was worthy of p::'a:!.i;e.8

UIE NEWSE AP ERS AD SAP BUDGET: SURVEY INFERENCES

While wajority of the papers surveyed here
commendabl y undertook a solicitous economic analyels
of the budget to fairly direct their valuagtion of
Lhe outlined policies, a couple of them were swept
nvay by a desperate urge to concur., The Concord
~nd the Tribung delineated more of thig tendency,
Giving just how well off SAP measures as provided
in Lhe '66 budget impl emented by many other African
countries have transformed their economies, we
Jndge the newspapers as obsequious. SAP, as it is
nlain to seec today, does not seem to yleld its
fruits in five years. Qur leaders themsel ves have
hnd to face this reality, hence, the aglterations
in the dates they expected the nation to begin to
reap the pleasant products ofl SAP. SAP may sooner
sameliorate Cross llational Product (GNP) than the
lives of the citizens, And what essence does a
bonus in (P hold for a people increasingly
wallowing in the excruciating labour of g structural
adjustment? It ig acninst this back ground, ve
criticise Concord's concluding sentence in Lthe text
onoted and I'ribune's superabundant assurance that
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ligeriagns have long developed a thick-skin for
suffering, We also malntagln placid reservations
for the lNew Nigerian's 'land of milk and honey'.

It appeared the most palatable comment its funders
would love to hear after the paper's implicit

lkeen assertions of doubts, However, the newspapers
renerally, finely adressed thelir determination to
enlighten the people on the need for a SAP they,

in union with the ruling class see as in the interest

of the nation,

4—(\/) . NYI_SAP P:OTESTS

Impetuous protests broke out in the country
in May 1989, They were famously related Lo as
"nti-SA dissents as the instigators, it is
commonly held, gravely demanded »nn end to the
structurnl Adjustment Programme. The chaos emitted
masslve destruction of private and public property
and loss of lives, SAP had imposed an overly
di stresning affliction on the people, in particular
the averare Nigerian, Thus, the very violent anti-
SAP riots of May could have passed for a pure case
of two digtinpguisable cl asses in opposition - the
workere, Lyplfied by the students who incited the
demonstrations and the ruling class., However,

1ater rerorts sought to convincingly discount the
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assumption that the incident was some class conflict
ns 1t appenred, The credulous insinuations that
truly
students only masaqueraded the i aggri eved
section of the bourgeois class 1lie in the President's
reprobations in an address to the Amed Fbrces
Consuitative Assembly ( AFCA) (NT Comment, June 6,

1989).

He ic reported as having cl~imed an anticipation
of the wild resistance since this administration,
through 5AP, had 'antagonised several interests
rroups in the country'. pmmong the groups listed
were; Lhe '"buciness community', 'Professional
Comminrion Agents' who are injured by the removal
of imporl licencing and the tramelling of other
bride money=-maiing avenues; the 'political clgps'
whose memiers are said to have pillaged the nation's
Lreasury, and the 'professional voliticiasns who
wanlt to hold this nation to ransome forever'. A
nrudent evgluation of the groups enlisted
unravell ed the delusion in imagining int er~cl ass
disaffeclions, In our opinion, they are fragments
of the ruling class. Nevertheless, the Fresident's
speech wns not a denial of SAP's*'rough imposltions

on the people, It was not meant to assunge Nigerians
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on a possible extermination of the programme elther,
'ne newspnpers were provided another opportunity. to
assess SAP with integrity, and they did. Thelr very
lirst comments on the anti-SAP riots have?eznchoaon
for anaglysis, This is essentiglly because we

believe they are the most ardent and principal
impressions of the pspers. Again, all texts

ouoted nre drawn from the papers' editorials opinions

~nd commenlari es.

THE NEWSPAPFERS AND ANTI-.SAP PROTESTS

THE DAILY TIMES

The paper was swift in re-echoing the
I'restdenl's submlssion that the arpditations spelt
more thon could be discerned with the eye hence,

iL yielded Lthat SAP 'fall outs' partly explained
the incident but not 511 of it, After briefly
reporting the sequence of events in Benin, the state

from vhere the uproar begnan, the paper interjected;

Undoubtedly, we cannot

pretend to be unconscious

of stmctural violence

wredced on the popul ace by

SAP. Imt then, counter-
violence in the form of the
mindl ess orgy which gripped
Benin-city in the past few days
is certainly uncalled for,

It is noparent that such violence
will pet us no where. Rather,
it will only bring about an
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anarchy - a phenomenon that
will certainly ensure a

bl edtor profile for this

bel eapuered nation ,,. It

is only in a conducive and

rel atively peaceful atmosphere
that the few positive fall outs
from SAP can be effectively
consummated, 9

Assuming the role of a peaceful mediator, the
NDaily Times called on both gides to 'cool it',

Having reoroached the contending students, it
besought the Government to reagppraise SAP‘B

achi evements in order to palnlessly diversify its
burden., The paper supplicated for calm agnd order
in view of the traneition progremme which it
supremel ¥ held as the '"stated course' the nation

musl not be detracted from,

NIGERL Al TR HINE

The Tribune, with enthusiastic efficiency,
became Covernment missive expounder., It took time
to anal yse and exprlain the President's message to
the AFCA to the putlic., It told its audience the
Precddent had no intention to terminate the
Structurnl Adjustment Programme because it is still
the resclution to the nation's 'economic mal aise'.
Tt narrated, acquiesced, that the President sald

well when he attrituted some overt response to SAP
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to the average Nigerian's ignorance of the

philosophy behind it, The paper also volunteered

that besides this, some Nigerians are indeed

unaware of 'the magnitude of the economic probl ems

inherited by this adninistration', The Trilune

concurred that the students may have just been a

cover to the several interest groups the President

n-med ac having been antagonised by SAP;

We share the gsentiment that

a regime that has done all

these is at the battle with
elements who must have made
themsel ves its sworn enenmies.

md rsocial erruptions can

easlly be caused through such
elements, Mt while appreciating
all these and, indeed, the
enomity of the problem this
adninistiration is tackling, we
believe that President Babangida's
speech need not have been as
larcerating as 1t was, Glven

the psychology of the time it

was delivered, such an address
had the potentials for creating

a divide between the military
and civilians, 10

It reminded Nigerians of the deplorable state

of the cconomy,

and tolerance,

which should engender understanding

Mmding its commentary on the anti-

SAP hoslile emiscion, the Tribune announced that the

I'resldenl's pronouncements were a rentatement of

the adninistration's consigned economic goals as

viell ns its conmitment to the transition programme,

|__«MHHnnu UBHUMHHMi mmmmgmnummi
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NEN NIGERL AN

The llew Nipgerian vented ites resentments
fiercely on the students, It was the only paper
that despised, in its entirety, regarding the
protests as ant.i-Sﬁ.P.. It made it appear an
abomination -to as muchas imagine the riots were
indeed arainst saAP, Therefore, it deliberately
styled it 'Studentes Unrest'. Aand in an undaunted
pro-Covernment rundown of the May incident, the
paver exhpustively reprimanded students for
confronting the (overnment and perhaps, without

pemigcion, disturbing the nation's peace. The

lew Nirerign bewail ed;

Certainly and as government
itsel f has acknowl edped, some
paln and sacrifice have
accomp-nied the Structural
Adjustment Programme, However,
since government has clearly
indicated its intention to
pursue the programme to its
frui tful conclusion, there is then
sometidng very confrontational
in students issulng orders to
overnment to scrap the
programme, 11

The prner, like the others, decried the situation
where cludents nllowed themselves be manipulated by
Covernment's adversaries. In n lavish display of

superfluous syntax, it iesued beliests on how

studenls must resort to diaglogue with Covernment on
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contestible issues; why CGovernment's strives for
the bettement of the country and the evil
mechanisations of economic saboteurs need be
appreciated, It supplied the pubiic,“what we see
as Covernment's mani festo of its accomplishments in
agricul tural production and of course, its well

di ffused open-door policy.

NATION AL CONCORD

The Concord warned afainst employing outrageourn
demolition of property in expressing despondency.
It acknovl edged studentes pre-ropative to speask their
minde, but sternly rebuked them for the disruption
of pullic order which 'may pemanently do damage
Lo the rociety they are secking Lo protect', The
voper oxplained that SA? should be consldered a
now chart to steer the country on a di fferent course
after olhier pre-5A°’ designs have tended to severel y
reverce the country's economic movement, 1In this
light, therefore, SAP ought to be given a chance to
transform the pitiable economic state of the
country.
ess IL is legitimate for various
Nipgerinns to have di fferent views
atout -npmaches to structursl
orientation, Those at the helm

of nffairs should be given g
chance to implement thelirs ....
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Like any other human drawn-

up document, the present SAP
package is not perfect, There
is an urgent need to put
together schemes which will
check the adverse soclo=-
economic effects of the
present SAP package.... ASB
experts say, we cannot avoid
a decline in standard of
living based on the consumption,
orientation of the time of
boom, This is the cost of
adjuntment, 12

NITI.S/P VEHEMINT [OTS: NEYSP A ERS SURVEY DEDUCTIONS

That the nevispapers are in cordial partnership
with the ruling class in the endurance of the
systen is a truism ensured by thelr contracted
presentntion of Lhe anti-SAP riots, While we do
not subscribe to a recourse to outrage in pressing
out dircontents, we find the prrers' flippant
allugion to the cnuse of dissention abhorrent,

Tate the Tribune's pre-occupation with the

potenti~l discord between the milif‘.ary and the
civilisns, posribly sparked off by the President's
untimely larcerating insistence to pursue the
course of SAP infinitum, The Tribune did not only
enwrap itsel f in such ingipid insignificancies,

tul sanlk in incredible insenticence when it caution«d
Lhe Covernment npainst creating the impression it

could be pressured into giving concessions! This
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was the paper's concluding reaction to the declara-
Lion of n SAP relief package. And this avowed
'socialist newspaper' loyally took up the duty of
n abject spokeesman to a capitalist Government!

The New Nigerian'g anti-SAP commentary was an
astounding contrast to its SAP budget scrutiny.
e found the crystal change arose out of esome
complex editoriagl shufflings. New Heads beget new
editorinl policies. In our estimation, the New
Hiferisn of the onti-SAP incident is a crabbed
renovation of the poper in the Green Revolution, the
strikes »nd the SAY budget of 1986, Its obstinate
refusal Lo address straight the problem at stake
in the SAY protects does not become of the paper.
It 2leo recladded itsel f and paraded as Covernment's
avid applauder with hardly any sel f-independent
opinion~, Hence, it sounded even less optimistic
about the fate of Nigeria than its funder. This
veritably explains the papers tendency to portray
Hiperin ns operating some form of totalitari aniem
wvhere ils people have no rights whatsoever to
contest (overnments' schemes that affect their
lives. /e wave aside the paper's incoherent
stream o arpuments and irrelevant restatement of

(overnment's blue print on agriculture in what it
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called 'Students Unrest', On the anti-SAP riots the
Federnl (overnment could not have been more generoudly

bl esced with an amplified version of iteel f in the
l i -

The Nagtionsl Concord vigorously nourished
what Lhe others exuded. Although not as voci ferously
as the Uew Nigerian, it plled majority of the
bl ome on students, And that madtes some sense
since they led the demonstrations. Also fairly
sengible is the paper's imploration that where the
nation hns been undertaking a trial and error
policy, this rerime ought to be patiently permmitted
a chance to exneriment on the Structural Adjustment
Progromme, It did not fail to remind the public
Lhat the f»ll in living standards is merely appositln
to the s~crifices SAP must extract in order to set
the economy bloomy, The Daily Times on its part,
enits notoriety for continually playing 'mother!
mediator in the drama of discord between Governmenl
and ils citizens, It chose this role in addressing
indugtrinl acltions of the Second Republic and did
not falter in it in the anti-SAP protests, While
the other newepspers assumed an ephemerzl parental
role, Lhe Doily Times tends to live-up to its age

ns the nldest existing newspaper presently, and thus,
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protracts its plea for order to the neglect of;
why the rigid oppositions? However, 1te anti-SAP
yviots judpment endeavoured, more than the others,
to disperse the viles of the Structurgl Adjustment

I’ro gramme,

Seen in one piece, the newespapers' anti-Spp
rrecsentr-tions repeatedly lack, as they did in the
strikes, the WHY of the riots. It is important to
cl ari fy nn idea here. The newspapers tackled a
JHY, but it reposed overwhelmingly on why the
Structural Adjustment Programme was introduced,
"is 1s not the same as offering an expository on
vhy studenls and other participants in the protests
Look exnsperately to the streets. There exists g
prereninal prejudicial valuation of conflicts between
the Covermment and the People in the newspapers
atudied, The binsn is usually in favour of
fovernmenlt, This unmistg:tenly informs their
fancy to diligently instruct thelr gudience on the
visdom of sustaining a SAP and the calamities to
befa1l the country if she remits it, They are
raunlly as industrious in playing down the
ol menciess that push the people to the wall in
revol b arninst the system. It is in the

responal M11ity of the newspapers to accuge the
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exploited of threatening the stability of the
oyslen vhen they slrike out thiough industrlial
actions and austere protests that the ruling class
finds strength, It is in proclaiming the 1ideoclogy
of the ruling class as paramount and unequall ed
ng 1t in done with SAP that a prevalent system of
despicabl e unequal distribution of material

resources thrives.,

The ruling cl ass cannot exist without the
newspavers., They are a part of the 1ife blood of
the ruling body besides the apparatuses of physical
represcion, Ioth private and state newspapers in
Hireria discharpe wnequivocal mutugl services
to the dominonl ideolopy. What separates them is
best percelved ns Style to borrow the Iyibune'g
termm, Uie recopitul ate the Tribune's earlier
admiscion of the 'agreed upon' interests of the
country which the private newspapers do not betray
even in a jarring censure of the Covernment. The
interests of the private newspapers therefore; is
in an unmuffled haormony with those of the state
newspapers except of course, that naturally, the
mode of realising them di ffers (Tritune Comment,
September 27, 1984), The Green Revolution Programme,
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the industrial actions of the Second Republic and
Lhe Strictural Adjustment Programme (SAP)of the
present military adninistration are explications of
LIl se Why they sustain the ideoclogy of the ruling
clnes 15 abridged into the following four presumptions
steadlly premised on inferables from a careful
examin~tion of the papers; (1) Obvigting the state
navers, the others were established by politiclans
asriring for prospective 1eadership roles. They
congtituted a part of the Covernment, And as
illustrated already, these papers, in the second
ivilisn regime vere n medium of the states controlle d
by their publicher's political parties.(ii) These
noliticians are members of the 'new African elite,
come of who schooled in the home countries of our
colonisers, while others tutored in a colonlsed
capitalist Nigerin, also became pupils of the
imperial mnsters. They therefore, had unavoldably
bgorbed n capitnlist way of 11ife, which did glso
onduct the values they nurtured. Now, shedding
the closd: of this imbti bed aglien culture is like
racving » mirage. Hence, some of those alive to
Lthe exploitiative character of capitaliem in this

envi ronmenl, understandably, longed for a 'superiort
i deolory. Perhaps, one that could vigibly blot out

cisling stupendous inequalities between the
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coloninl masters and the 'natives'. Mt they,
severely assoclated with the country's developed
dependent capitalism cannot whisk the country to
something completely new., For the papers, an
option stared them in the face - join the band 1f
you cannot beat them, But those who had constantly
shriek ed they ideologically & ffered from the
syctem nnd vowed to change it could not simply
morti fy this c¢lamour before their admirers.
Expectedly, they put up a seeming fight agalnst
the status quo, ™t these only lived on the pages
of thelr newspapers. This we believe, conglderably
defines the Tritune's status in the Second Republic,
The poper comfortally cast aside 1ts socialist
inuendos with the coming of the military.

mn ~rticle published in the July 7, 1982
odi tion of the lintionnl Concord, casptioned 'The

Ideologicnl Hoax' made a falr exrosure of the

i declogicnl contradictions the five registered
volitical parties in the second civilian regime
exhibibed., The orticle alluded to the screening of
the five parties undertacen by Claude ke who was
then the 'resldent of the Nigerian Political Sclience
wsroclntion, fke strove to show that they were

ideolopicnlly the same. The NPN, he pictured, was




171.

'a coll ection of feudsl elements gnd buccanear
canil:;1ist', md Lhe UPN was 'a more conservative
force than the NPI in so far as it is entrenched in
capitalist production and far more adroit in the
defence of capitaliem', He additionally observed,

- t'he tmth 18 thﬂt B’conomic

survival and political power have

become s0 interwoven in Nigerian

politics that the ideologlcal

factor has almost become

irrel evant., Yet, we are dally

haranpued with party men of all

lives parading false political

postures while vigorously

pursuing the basic Nigerian

concepl of economic survival.13
The write-up advanced that the 1983 el ectioneering
camprlyns proved categoriging the Nigerian political
stage a cumbrous tagk, This is all the more
gliprery vith sccialist UPN'g ally with capitalisgtc
and coed nldgis fron other portd es te foam the
'Progresnives', Fxonerating fke's assertions, we
detected the Tribune's fl1 ashy spread . out of its
feathers to display their hidden colours no sooner
the huccle for leadership suddenly ceased with the
intervention of the military., (iii) Competition
for matdi el and ndvertisements means that the
power of capital entrenched in the advertising

arenci e~ cannot be ruled out in the structure of

the nevspapers., (iv) Distant, this may appear,
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but the various application of physical coercion to
ot recalcitrant papers to submigsion, or better

put, to order hardly provides any room for defiance

from the nom,

We submitted in the first Chapter that the
newspapers sean to have been more enchagined in the
military regimes. Nigeria has known more military
rovernments than democratic ones, And the
newspnners' experiences in the military regimes
have contributed to, and strengthened thelr part
as idenlogical instruments for the rling cl ass.
The next Chapter m-es an inquiry into how much

could

rress frce(bmimoriel the papers ideologically,

beginning from its universal arplicability.
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CHAPTER 5

5y QVERMNT gD TUE PRESS: COOPBRATION OR CONFLICT?

'hat the press is a wielder of strong influence
in nption-building is not suspect, What has remained
conniderably controversial is what relationship it
ought to keep up with Government - the custodian of
nationnal development., Varying propositions exist
on this and they were found to be subject te
envi ronment; to preferences in the social means of
reproduction, Covernment/press rel ationship is
being demonstrated here under the freedom of the
press, We do not see the tvio as separable as they
bolh explain each other, By thig, it is antiglipnted

that Lhe depgree of fovernment interference in the

precn tello exnctly the level of independence of
thnt press, ~nnd so0 does an insubordinate press

rel ny povernment's place in itsg affalre. We found
the rovernment-press phenomenon g hard nut to srlit

becruse, as 1L would be made explicit afterwards,
quile a number of intricacies are glued to press
freedom as practiced by even the most reputed

enbracer of a free press.

However, on this issue, there appears a
preval ence of two schools of thought with
point of convergence, Yet, dissimilar in one

remect. The ideas are emanaptions from the \fest
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and the East respectively, with the West represented
by the United States of mmerica and the East, the
Soviet Union, The Soviet's perception of an
unimpeded press does not run parallel to the U.S. A's.
Where both thoughts are in contact spells what we
see as thelr concession to the need for the
Covernment and the press to co-exist as mutual
coopernte partners defeniiing the basic ideclogy of
the slate, And they po asunder becguse one idea
the West's precisely, tends to allow for more
conflictunl incidences with the other wielder of
pover - (overnmenl, while the East's almost totally
rules out such occurrence, But, we marked that the
di fferences between the press and government, often
vigible in the VWestern notion of a sel f-governing
preass, nre not really at the national ideclogical
level, In this sense, the predominagnt capitalist
interests of Viestern societies do not seem to be

in jeopnrdy in press/government contestations, 1In
fact, the YVestern press bears an enviable reputation
ns the most proficient wigilante of its government's
activilies, thereby, ensuring (overnment respects,
and conaigtently upholds the constituted ideology

rnVcI‘(‘fl hy Lhc ﬂLnte.

On Lthe basic of thig, and more significantly,
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in conzideration of the arguments purported in this
reseanrvch, 1llustrated in the third and fourth
Chapters, we intend to regard government/press
interaction as one of cooperation, not conflict,

It is n cooperation that unavoidably generates
disarreements now and then, giving the disclosing
power of the press bound to collide with the
Government's when the latter desperately desires
absolute secrecy. Having stated these, it is
useful to fairly el sborate the grudges the two
contending thoughts hold against each other. 1In
brief, the Soviet finds the Vestern press' allowsnce
for multiple interests in determmining their output
unsafncious. They, in particular, maintain that
advertisements helplessly intrude on the freedom

of the press, nn the interests of advertiging
agencies agre not ignorable. and, Izensberger's
assertions mny be recollected in which he argued
that the press has always been under the influence

of coriltal, ond that has limited their obligations

to thelir audiences,

Qther sccinlist writers like Geoffrey Sheridsn
and Cnrl Gardner have sternly criticized the role
of advertisemenls in the capitalist press as

thzensberger did, together with what they understonod




177

~5 the dictation of press turn out by a few
individuals who tzgke it thelr exclusive preserve.
In this 1light they reasoned;

To a Thomas or a Murdoc (it)
is the freedom to appoint the
person of his cholice, to
decide autocratically what
shall »nd shall not reach the
eyes of the million of readers.
In turn, his subordinates
understand the general limits
within which to report and trim
thelir copy accordingly. Much
of this is unspoken - many
journnlists share their

edi tors' social and political
assunntions and not a lot of

' freedom' is involved in such
process, 2

While Sheridan and Gardner believe this of the
capitalist press, anthony Smith, on the opposlte
side, contended the Soviet's idea of an unbtliased
press. The whole nractice of rigidly restricting
Lhe press to the »nims of the society and
rovernm-nt is obtuse, he posited. He broadly saw

Lhis ns -n infringement on the freedom of the

neople »n well., Juxtaposing the Socialist world's
concention wilh that of the capitalist, Snith
cl nimed;

The Soci~list world shares a
di fferent doctrine, though
gimil nr practice to that of
many cnpitnlist developing
society, It functions on the
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assumption that the press

must only present information

concictent with the nociety's

acknowl edged goals. A dull

propangandist uni formity 3

envelops the Socialist medlia.
Snith found the Socinslist press' reliance on
rovernment directives an unheal thy practice. JFor
lim, governmentl ought to be distanced from the press
to ennile it monitor administrations' activities
efficienlly and liberate it from being mere tools
of rerimes, Smith's submission is the back bone
of postul ations velunteered before him gnd now by
scholnrs who have endeavoured to examine the press

a8 1t exists in the West and have also suggested it

ag the '"right' relationship belween government and

the press.

Thus, John Milton stressed the need for the
print media to be liberated from oppressive contrnls
by the church or Lthe state = the only tvo insgtitutimns
he thousht large enough to threaten the freedom of
the prmm.u Similarly, Prime Minister Taoiseach
of Irel and, spesking on the rel ationpghip between the
Covernment and the press to the World Congress of
the InLernationnl Federation of Journaplists in
mblin, 1968, advanced that the 'ideal relationship'
should indicate n trust worthy partnership, with

each treating the cther's rights and legitimate
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functions with due consideration, Both therefore,
muat recogniee thant the preservation of freedom

depends on keeping government/press assoclation

2

remote, Sharing this view as well is James

Deskin, sn American journalist who covered the
Vhite House for St, Louig Ppgt Despatch for twenty-
five years. He conceded to the separation of the
vurposes of the press and those of government .since
they are not the same, TForcing them into 'an
artiflcial and unaturgl pgreement' therefore, is

to cause the nation ham.6 M though press freedom
1udably flourishes 1n Uestern nalions, the U, 5. A,
epltomising the notion, its existence is not

-i.mpeccabi1_n in thesc societies,

There appears som.'e inhé;r'ént historicrl need of
the sociely, represented by the Covernment to
stipulate boundarics for the press. and Snith's
supposi.tions may provide an gperture through which
lighting Al)l nations' inclinations to prescribe
for thelr news industries could be effected. He
lnums u.p the question ns the indicputable ntatus of
informstion and knowvledge in the entire operation
ol recource allocation, Information, being g
snrt of rocigl resource of a speclal kind enghbl es
the produclive Munction of other rescvrces. The

Avallnbdllity of outslanding Information delines
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the existence and value of other resources. He

ndded,

«ee INformsation when treated
a8 a resource, ralses
automatically the wider
aquestion of social allocation
and social control since by
its nature, information

arises from society, ... lut
has to be allocated to specific
interests in order to be
exploited, It is thus, like a
minernal resource, The probl ems
of privacy, access, commercial
privilege, public interest are
problems of allocation and
priority and value of the kind
that every society has had to
debate incessantly in history
~rnd has now to do s0 again in
this new puise. 7

Becl des Snilh, Raouel Salinas and Lecna Pal dan
have sought economic and political clearance to
fovernmenl/press purposes that do occaslonally 1ead
to them striking against one another. The aguthors
found tho realities urging government to lay the
border 1line for the press in economic exigencies,
Mus, the many frctors stimulating the states!
lreen stand . on the distribultion of available
resourcesn would no longer permit the liberal role
of the media, They, however, promptly pointed
out that these new disclosures be understood as
incongistencies »mong sectors of the dominant

groups in a society., The hinderances to the
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porformances of the press, no doubl, partly express
thmaelves in the economic needs registered above.
Yot, the economic, simply taken as stated is a
sntel ess explanation to all that obstruct the press
from perfectly governing itsel f, The proposed
cconomic factor could skew the impositions on the
freest press in the universe. AMd, several grounds

hhnve been supplied as inducements of a hampered press

in the West.

Taking the cnne of Britain, Sheridan and
(iardner convincingly felt her media could be
anylhing bul free;, magni fied by the ownership and
control of the mass media by a micro unel ected
snction of Lhe popul ation. The media's concern,
Ilherefore, is rendering the economic and ideoclogical
values of » similarly unselected minority, the
owmers of capital, ond in other words, the ruling
¢l ass, The structure of the British press
resultantly, inspires a systematic representation in
lhe reporling of the 1ives and activities of the
najority of the popul ation, not excluding an
incongl derable number of significnont oppressed
ninoriblies, Naturally, its consequentigl continuity
in nprocens of distortion of information from the

na medi o and the proffering of a general concession
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of avworld view that tallies with capitalism and

i1ts need to malntaln its hegemony, The authors

did not disregard the possibility of an unintended
conspiracy on the part of the media., For in the
opinion of most journalists, editors and proprietors,
what they hand over to thelr sudience 1 slncerely
'objective' and 'natural truth'. It is thus, not

m smazenent they passionately solicit, Just as

they complacently claim to keep a free press.
Perculinr to the British press in contrast to other
Mmrope-n countries' they observed, is the excessive
dependcnce on advertisement revenue. In effect
therefore, a 1nrge number of newspapers with
esteomabl e circul ntions, usually leaning towards
the left of Lhe prlitical spectrum, have had to
fold up having 1 nck ed advertisement income., Otherr
in circulaltion densely possess advertismments agnd

invarinily, an increase in the ‘'implicit influence

of advertisers Lo maintain particular editorial

nolicy!,?

Writing in Lhe newsmagazine, Mother Joneg
under the composition, '"A Visitor in King Fonnie's
tourlt', Jon Snow seemed to hpve vindicated Sheri dan
and Cardner, Flacing Britagin and America side by
side, he judpged Lhe British FEstablishment as

undertazing an arreement with the press on what
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should and ghould not be transmltted. and unlike
merica wvhere congtitutional provisions readily
safe-~guard the freedom of expression, legal obstacl es
in Britaln mgke reporting less aggressive. ¥hhagncing
this clrcumgtgnce is the non~existence of g written
constitution, Rill of R.ghts and the freedom of
Information Act. Tarthemore, there is a deédly
system of 1liberal 1law that elfectively intimidatesn
the bravest Journslist and an official Secrets act
that forblids 'coverage of anything'. The fingl
encgogchment on the free flow of infomation is the
"D Notice' syslem in which some media Heads *sit on
a.commi ttoe vith povernment security officigls

and velb sengitlve materlal deemed a threat to
nationyl security before publir:ation'.'I0 Britain's
dl gcouraring of tuation was also ripgorougly artlicul ated
by John "hale ih screening contributions offered
Lowards checliing Lhe growth of monopolistic tendencies
in press-control, and fostering the freedom of
gxpression, He closely considered a contributor's
iracund nnssertiong strongly refuting Britain's

psupposadl y prevalling independent press when he

vro te;

Vie ¢l nim that from the inside
we know more about the freedom
of Lhe press than anybody el se,
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For years ve have watched this

freedom being whitted away, We

have watched the destruction

of great papers. We have

watched the combines come in,

buying up and killing independent

journals, and we have seen the

honourgble profession of

Journslism degraded by high

finance and big business. Worst

of all, as a result of this, we

have vatched subservience replace

Judgment, and we gre vorried. 11

Britain rung behind America gs the most

cel ebrated inculcator snd sustainer of press
freedom in Lhe capliplist world, But even pmerica's
sol f-acling press nurses some lacung in its
rel ationnsidp with the Government, Snow, in the
plece al ready nlluded to condemned the pAmerican
press' unheaplthy driftage from its venerable 1lead
in atl-ined Insubordinate press. Snow found a
retrogroeandon from the pioneering role of reporting
di shonenty in government disgppointing to observers
of Lthe merican press, This was in reaction to the
lack of investigFgation into the Lrue condition of
Lhe Reagnn presideticy, particularly in relstion to

the Trrnpnte, the Contragate sc:andal.12

Snow' s
vas nol s lone voice expressing frustrated
evrectnlions in American press occgeional want of
neutrality, Todd Gittin in the afore-cited Molher
Joneg di nclosed Lhiat in reporting internntiongl

matters, when il vertsins the arms race, especially,
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Lhe mmerican press is more of a 'megaphone’
anpll fying ' the nolses out of Washlngton -
principnlly from the President'. The press is
nls0 seriously derendent and subservient to the
pronouncements of the Chief Cagbinet Secretari es,

top mililary officers, powerful members of Congress,

and major lobbyists;

What these powers think

important, journasliem thinks

important, The reporters

who cover the White lbuse,

the Pentagon and the State

Department tend to breathe

the scome ideological air,

Their style may be raffish

but thelr posture is one of

insouciant subservience, 13
Tho officinals sounrht determine the structure the
'lkey questions td-o. The reporters consclously
limit their questions to inadequacy, and suit
their inlerviewees to the questions designed, Thus,
while merican journalism may not be simply diemissed
18 sidin/ vith the Yhite House, it glpgni ficantly
‘oes becanse, reasoned (ittin, 'even when the
vedia pgivgmodesl volce to modest dissent, they
atill defined iscues as the various vinge of the
eclnblislment define them'; 'that 15 the rule'
even tiourh there are exceptions.'* He bought

Lhie assunption that most media organisations 'are



186.

infinitely more comfortable as stenographers in
‘he 1aps of the powerful than as vwatch-dogs howling
outside Lheir doors'.ls

While mmerics delights in a 1less bl emished
roputation of sustaining an unbound press than
i tain snd other developed capitalist nations, the
chinks in press liberty, universally englobing all
societies in the world; Government's inexorable
pursuit to restrain thelir press appears fitting
if smith's perception is taken as apt. It extenslvely
disentangl es the twisting issue of Covernment/press
conperabtion widceh Voo yrodoces Ltha curtgilment of
the freednm allowable to the press. He noted the
residence of certnain forces in the society inevitably
rropelling what in snlient, the instinct for what
is relevanl for readers and listeners built into
Lhe journs'istic profeesion., Becruse information -
flow within a sociely predominantly determmines
rneciotyts culture, how it preserves itsel f and
rel ntes to its inlernal pgroups, societies see the
need to control its internal flovws of infoimation.
‘he concer) ed, the 'silences' Smith opined,
‘ontrol A noclety and kaeep 1t 'Ystable' much more
than the conscious noise which it generates.! 16

onee, the entire nntion of press freedom is fraught
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by inherent Paradoxes. pnd reporters and editors
"very where understang they cannot freely write

2xactly what they desi re,

The freedom of the press as obtainable in
Britain and the U, 5, A. have been stressed because
We  think the Nigerian press identifies well with them
Ll various aspectg. Pes' des, ite motive is also to
show that while the Nigerian Press may disrlay
“ome inclination to cubservience to the advertising
wrencles, like Britaln and Anerica, its proll emsg
definitely ;0 beyond the intrugion of advertiger'sg
interecls, The Nj ferian prees appears more driven
‘owards acling for the Covernment, Pressure from
rdvertisers ig misty, so do findings in thig wo rk
‘nlicate. Submigciong here however, have nttempted
Lo unfold that the freedom of the press hardly
Lhrives 1] awl essly anywhere. Covernmentg all over
Lhe world oxercise fome control over their press,
“ome go lo striking extents to enforce the
“ooperation between it snd the press, In the
oviet Union for instance, what ir Bald to be the
most characteristic of the newspsper is the
pemmission for the perpetration of 5 gole 'scienti fic’
Lheory in )- ceping with the Soviet doctrine -

fiardism - 1.eniniem, 17 Rut press restraint is not
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n recent development, It is as old as the
institution itsel f. From the moment infomation
-nd knovl cdge became a useful resocurce in the
nroduction and allocation of material resources,
there equnlly emerged a necessity to direct and
venipulnbe information in order to attain deslred

fr‘ﬁlB-

SQI) PRESS CONTIOL: A UNIVERSAL PHEIOMTION

Studying the genesis of barriers Lo the
freedom of the press in Britain, the first in the
printing (ield, Cherry outlined advertiscing in the
vress as having initinted press regul ation. By
Cromwell's time, he expiscated, the pressure for
loth nevn and goods consumption, bred by advertise-
menbs which was fomerly non-existent, caused
rovernment some anyi ety by the 1960s and 19%0s.
(fovernment's concern was embl azed by the greater
recoFnition the political values of advertisements
hnd gained, Uneasy fear about monopoly soon led
Lo setting up a surveyor of the press in 1963 which
inuwed licences permitting publisgiing, Thus,
political control, forced selling, and other
fomma of clogs in the wheel of the press eventually

took strong hold, They are not modern phenomena, 18

In -nother elaborate exploration of Britain's
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case, Steinberge found print-journalism as a mass
modin an impendent problem for the illiterate
ruling elite., The introduction of a licencing
nystem sr-oedily encued under Henry VIII, decreeling
that no 'vrinting shop' be established in absence
nf the official 'imprimatur' of a representative
of the crown, It was an advancement to the setting
np of a slationers company ultimately exercising
~mthoritari an controcl as well as direct secreening
nd censorchip of all print materials, in particular,
the newspapers inlended for distribution to the public.
Of course, Lhere were remissions in, and objections
to Lhis rovernmenl regul ation, John Milton's
rigid crilique on press restrictions in Arecpagetica
is one worthy of nole. The reign of William and
llary secnecd to have ushered in in 1688 some press

freedom in Inglond as government restraints

dimindi shed, 19

The violation of the freedom of the press was
not exclucive to Britain., Stelnberge also portrayed
merica ns having suppressed an independent press.

publisher
ile i1lustrated that the *7 - of the first

niericnn Hewspaper, Benjomin Harris, who fled
Myland on account of his clash with the aguthorities
nver an uncomfortable publication found pgmerica,

his new settlement, no better than the vicinity he

M ed, Ilies foremost newspaper to appear in the
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colonies in 1690 called, Publick, Qccurrences Foth

b reiym and Jomestlick continued along anti-
Catholiciem which had been responsible for his

nroblem in Mgl and, Because the press was licenced,
and Harris was not issued with an official permit
Lo publish, and partly because he was critical of the

colonial Government, Publick Occurrenceg was expell ed

from business, 0

Generally, however, noted the author the
bress conlinued to operate along political party
lines. fndrew Jackson's relgn being the most

notorions, Jackson was strictly accused of

converling ¥ashington Globe to his administration's
'mouth piece'. !'arold Innig remarked on this too.
ife confimed thatl Jack son's success was fostered

by journnligtic co rroboration, and the Globe played
an indelille rele in it, Hence, the Gobe has

been described as 'the first presidential organ to
become »n institution of government, and Jackson as
the first President to rule through the newspaper
press'.”! With the dawn of the civil war, Lincoln
Was compelled to work in direct partnership with
Newspaper editore and he skil fully fashioned

means to keep them in check, through, among others,
awpointing them to 'diplomatic rosts! Time and

acain, Lherefore, Steinbergestated, Newspapers and
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other media have been charged with 'cormupting the
nowg', 'nt_nnum: Lhelr stort eg ! harrasaing 1ibera
writers' and 'insisting on conservative point of
view!., Mt more important to thege isg Covernment' g
compelling influence on the press as each gdministra

tion's ~ttitude ig critically crucial in malntaining

a free vress, ee

Bringing into perspective the freedom of the
press in the Thi rd World, Smith, writing under the
heading ' Ibuble Standards of Freedom?' indicated
that a) though jou Mmalists in the developing world
are prepared to struggle for an independent press,
the fighis may take a long time to come, The vigion
Ls tennltl e, deli berating the centuries of vigo rous
strives, revolutionsg fought by Mirope, chiefly in
demand for g sel f-roverning press.23 The Thi rd
orld, he rightly disco vered nurtures several views
on the mle of Journaliem and the inherited extant
practice and doctrines of a competive objective
press. Thus in Accra, GChana, the Essah Committee
conslituted to look into the conditions of service
of journalists did specul ate that journalists
could only discharge their duty appropriately i f
covernment always recognises their just claim to

achieve 'public interest! as they see it, Government
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behests to journalist to print, hold back
publicnlions, abstain from commenting on certaln
inssues or by any means pervert truth are strays.
The Commi ttee concluded; 'Unpl easant facts do not
di sappenr by being swept under the carpet. They

merely fester', ch

™ forcing the argument that developing
countries dismally, are battling with g gravely
confined press, Smith gave reference to Joe
Ibdriaque's contribution at a conference of the
Internnlional Press Institute, Rodrique, Editor
in Chial of the Nation Group of Newspapers with its

hradamarters in llairobl quoted himsel f when he

sal d,

I do not believe that in

any indenendent African

country, a newspaper editor

can cay to himsel f he will

opernte under the publish

and be d-mned doctrine and

expect to get gway with it, 25
Kenyan's way out of the ideolosical maze involved
'compromice' and 'eclectism', By so doing, they
compensnted all forms of externnl pestement., 1In
Africa, “est African countries more definitely,
where m-ny regimes are undemocratic and majority
of the newspapers are under state ownership,

Mdricue's estimation is rational, Nigerig is,
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in union with African natioge that
have 'compromice and ecl ecti sm deeply entrenched in
their press., A November 12, 1981 editorigl of the
New Nipreriagn newspaper softly mall eated it. Wwhile
confuting allegations that the newspaper is not
competently free of the Federal Govarmnen?.'a
dictates, the paper warned that ' freedom' isg a
rel ative term since,

It vould of course amount to
an insult on public

Intelligence to suggrest that

any ovner of a mass medi a,

whether public or private

vould foot the bill nnd

retire quietly to let the

Manarement putlish just

atout any thing, 26
It went on to justi fy its propounded view, arguing
intellipibly that indi viduals and Covernments own
the press for no other reason but to circulate
thelir roints of view. It must be considered too
that 1a% and order and the sociely's '"progress'
are (bvernment' s responsi bility. sSince not all
polnts of view are conducive to the maintenance of
order and progrens, a Government that falls to
t-ke coinisance of the danger of freedom being
turned into libertinage is not recspectable, Smith
on his rort, decided that Third VWorld's press will

infinitely be c¢crloured by the press of President
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Marcos of the Filipinos, which, working under the
martial law furthered his 'particul ar brand of
personal guidance of the nation', Thirg World
press is one with the fulse of Indonegig's under
President Suharto which was simply sealed off by
Covernment command during the country's 1978

el ectiong,

Niferia may not have been exposed to such
corporenl circumstances as the cited Filipinog!
aMd Indonesia's, Rut that 18 not ruling out the
rossi bility of such occurrences in itg enti rety
where military sdministrationsg pergist in 1ntegrating
Lhoigel ves fo rcefully in the nation'e politice, It
was Cherry who surgested that the developing
vorld's press woul d find sereni Ly with thelp
Covernments i f they eschew sharp or impul g ve
criticisms of the (lovernment, Thig cannot be
neflected i f they wisgh to remain in bueinesgs among
others. pnd ite relevance arises from the 1dea
that 'oprogltion andg criticiem are things that have
to be nfforded, for all freedoms are rel ative to
overall social congi tions, including that of the
nmss'.P? Yet, Cherry seems to have jogm ed, or

indequately examined the burdens of the

Africon press, lig presumptions are Credible, but

criticisms have broved to be only g fragment of
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(overnment/Press fall-out in most African countries,

Fiperia's case i one indeed romarkabl e,

Snith captured better what obtains in Nigeria

as in many other African countries, He noted that,

Even where journalists

willingly subject thelr

craft Lo the developmental

needs of their society, they

have, neverthel ess, still

found themselves at logger-heads

with their governments,
This is particularly factual with the Nigerian press.
Newgwnteh, for instance, was quite apprehensive
about Lhe much canvassed 'development Journagliem!
being the resolution to Government/Press frictions
in Hipgeria, It argued that proposers of development
Journ~lism, having percelived the principal duty of #
the press in the Third Vorld as one of active
support for the development efforts of the Government,
tend to be obliviong of the truth that presently in
Nigeria, most press and broadcast reports centre on
Covernment activi tiea.29 What then does the
Nigerian Covernment desire of the Niperian press
which excites it to dexterousgly clip the wings of
Lhe press whenever it feels uncomfortable? If the
folloving Chapter unravels fairly well what appears
incomprehensibl oy, Covernment/Press cooperation

illumed in the preceding Chapters would be grounden,
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Deliberations on Governwent/Press dealings in
tiis country ware inconclusive. Intermittently, the

debute tends to ascume broader dimensions, and this

is partly becasue some vexatiously insinuite that
un unconstrained press is something the Nigerian
media must achieve for itself, not pray for, How

it ought to successfully accomplish this in nilitary

reiolwes is bedevilied by couaplexities, If democracy
l. expeclud Lo incite and graduully turn over an
unconfined ;reus, reminiscing the press back.,round
perplexes ways they could shun intimately serving

p..rty benefils, However, press frecdom as it relates

bo higeriu is perceivavle ln wulbipers eclives,
inh1s cuapler Lakes on one of the angles and our

chouice of analysis is weant to furnish the aims

of this reseuarch.

Ihe Nigerian press, nas, for quite sowme time
becn engaped in stzifes to liverute itself from

hildelauces LO it8s jublic services. Its priume

eacuavrance .inee Lhe lave seventies huas proved to be
the Governwent, both at the Stute and Pederal level.
The Hlgeriin goveriacent io universelly ioeked on

wii un aaversuary to the preas for reasons
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thint are uniderstandabl e and for some others that
e 1ittl e or no renne to the desirable gopal of

1L ional rrogress. Contemplating Government's

rel ntionghip with the press, Saldu Shehu, in Hotline
newemagazine established that the adversarial
cn=oxvistence provides the expected balance of power
in Lhe constitution or the decree., The newsmedia
moves to challenpe the power concentrated in
(vvernmenl whenever it is allowed to serve free of
(nvernment control, The remarkable higher speed of
nows delivery has further enhanced that rower since
'oarly nccess to accurate information provides-a
v-'uable ndvantage nffecting the poltical, economic,
o acecurilty interest of a group or the nat.j.on".1
tovernmeni, therefore, would not afford, from sheer
niission, Lo ignore the povwer of the press. The
conpetition in the newsmedia evolves a wide variety
ol restrictions which impede on the journalist. Thue,
Jonrnalists and their media are licenced, reporters
froouently pestered, pmsecutéd, killed nnd news-
morazines proscri bed, Shehu takes on further,
noveprint or adverti semente may be refused publishers.

Government nlso readily limits incoming world news

Al oubting domestic nnwn.?

The messure of freedom assignable to the

[.i erian press is conspicuous in what has come to
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sinbelise Covernment/Press relationship as a whole.
It sabldes wore in Lhe common recurrence of
horrassment of press men by the authorities, These
~crimonious experiences tipped the African Concord,
~re a reflection of 'the severe 1imitations that
nanall the journalist in exercisging the freedom
cocential for the attainment of professional

1 filment nnd the full flowerlng of the presa.'3
The intended press confinement scans the imperious
«phngls on the unpal atable nature of '‘offengi ve
reoorts', not on their truthfulness. Where, therefore,
el reporle are ¢l nnsed as ‘embarrassing', they
curht to be interdicted from public consumption,
wreurate Lo facts or not, The other issue tordering
on the freecdom of the press, reckoned the African

Congord, denls with the ownership of the nevemedi a

nochinery, It sourht answers to the unheal thy

0 nership slatus of the media from intervi evees
~wong whom was Ev A Opunde, lecturer in Press Law,
Hiaas Communication Department, University of Lagos.
U:nnde thought a government-controll ed press
seabrous because Covernment exonerstes itsel f from
boing Ywatched' effectivel Y. As such, the nation
¢ speat of genuine press freedom only when

(nvernment relinguishes ownership of mass medi a
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organisations since this contradicts the free
m-o1cet economy Nigeria claims to operate. He
rejoined; 'I wonder why a regime that says it wants
~ free marcet economy should loath a free market

4

of i deaB' -

In another vein, the former Deputy Editor of
among others,
Ihe Guardian newsprper, fmma Ogan enumerated/that
the freedom of the press deals with the journalist's
~hcial, ethnic and political biases. Journalists
areo, without saying, quite prejudiced in tranemitting
I nowledge., They misrepresent information conveyed
«nd on the psycholorical level, they are inhibited
from speating what is t.r'ue.'.5 The African Concord
disproved impressions that liken this phenomenon
niclugively to the Covernment-owned press;
As in the government-ovned
media, the time-worn dictum
'he who pays the piper dictates
the tune' applies as much in
the private press. Inring the
Second Republic this was quite
common phenomenon, Private
newspaners aped the stponds of

thelir rublishers and 1ed to press
wars botween rome papers renresenting

di fferent political stand polnts, 6
I L found rervetabl e the growving sl tuation where
press balk in Nifjeria has not only put the chains on
dournaliscts but has done same to the ordinary

citizen wlo insists on remaining unnecessarily silent.
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‘nfortunately, it is a circumstance  sealed by the
Cifieclnl Secrets Act which stipulates that the
licence to spedst, especially on certaln issues is a
reservation for only a particular cadre of government
nfficiagls.,. The majority of Nigerians, hence,

maintain a culture of abstinence from comment,

While many arreed entirely with views offered
in Lhe Concord, some others waved off the agitation
for an independent Nigerian press as absurd, In
-nother survey of individ ual estimations on special
considerntions for the press by Newgwatch, among
those who belleved Lhe press as 1t 1s today al ready
cavours vleonty of freedom and rescuires nothing more
i T.C.I, Onuohn, He was recorded as stating;

Lhe press hns too much power, 'povwers to commit
nrder Ltinrough livel,,, 1t will be very inagppropriate
to pive Lhem more vowers to bury thelr crimea'.7
0la Adeniyi, former columnigt with the Nigerian
Iribune »lno thought Lhe clamour for a free press
non=-essentisl because 'the Nigerian press is the
froost in Lthe world. What journalists should fight
Lhis time around is for abrogation of some laws
‘ilitating agalnst the prees'.a md in Concord
vith Adeniyli, Dayo Iuyile, acting Director of the
iliperian Institute of Journalism described the
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present struggle for a sel f-governing press as
'frivolous' and 'emotional' and enclosed;

A8 far as 1 am concerned,

there is press freedom in

this country. What is there

now is good enough i f journalist

themsel ves are respongible and

they practice according to the

norms and ethics of the

pro fession, 9
From the above, it is acceptive that the ' freedom'
of the press conjures di fferent meanings to different
reople, And tlds brings us back to the fact that no
concens''s has been reached on what precisely, "the
freedom should entail. What is not obscure is that
the Niperian press is congsiderabl y free. But also
unfeifned is that Coverrment's unrelenting move to
1 eash the press based on its preferences gets one to
wonder just how 1ess oboequioss the press is to
recimes' directives, When an adninistration vows to
pursue ends vididly crushing the people uncriticised,
howi doenn the press venture into snreading the hurts
of such ropals? Vhat newspaper in the country
pregenli y, would bravely draw the undesirables of
the Structural Adjustment Progremme (SAP) and go
unscathe? There does appear to be troubles hunting
the press not entrenched in the nation's constitution

Vikhe Adeniyl and Tayile would absorb, These and

those decreed seenm historically stitched to the
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finction of the press - the Nigerian Newspaper

meel fienlly., It has been one of Government's

favourite ways of enforcing the existing ideology

-nd stabilising the status quo,

Studying some of the mediums through which the
press in Niperia has been entrapped, the African

Concord explained that the first legal obstacle

came in 1903 with the enactment of the Newspaper

Ordinance. The Act directed that newspaper editors

print thelr names at the rear of the newspapers

Lhey superintended, The editors were glaringly

exposed Lo all sorts of perils. In 1908, Herbert
llncpul ny, the reputed nationalist, incurred the

mger of the colonial administrator when he published
Lhe all oped erronoous practices of Governor Egerton

in the k-ilways., Amother Decree was concocted then to

check the press. The Seditious Ordinance Act of 1509

-nd it forbade publishing Government
to do so.

was the rroduct,
wrongs becauge 1t was a 'criminal offence!

e Act did not neglect to caution that *truth' was W
no pallinte or justifcation whatcoever for any such
vublicalicen, This edict is still in force despite

Acin Oyebode of the Law
rightly noted in

ils coloni:l genedms,
Department, Unilversity of Lagos,

Lhe Afriesn_Concord Lhat successlive regimes have

L~4ien shield ynder it while stifiling the press. =
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The 1962 Official Secrets Acts is said to have
miprated from Lhis edict, Here, information about
tovernment, no matter how trivial, are rendered
classl fied, lewbreed and Newgwatch magazines fell
victims Lo it in 1978 and 1987 respectively and

were proscribed,

Mo tLther of Lhese 1aws which perhaps, is not as
famous ns some others is the 1961 Defamation Act
which considers the naming of a GCovernment official
Or any one involved in a public event defamatory.
Mt what may be rerarded as the most mal evol ent
media constraint is the Seditious Offences Act of
1964, revealed the African Concord. It judged this
'a classical case of refurbi shing the obnoxious 1909
ordinance', and one that has ¢l aimed more preys than
any other. For avong others, the Federal Covernment
threatened to legnlly try leaders of the banned
Higeria Labour Congress under it over the conflict on

the removal of oil su bsi dy, "

While the curb on the freedom of the press in
lHigerin obviously began in the coloninl era, the
military Governments have been Justly seen as the
greater executors of all that curtails press turn
out, They may wish their actions to the press be

known ond appreciated as a prominent part of their
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!l e as the '"corrective regimes' they all claim to
bog It Mallelart and Siegelaub chose to fit them
in n broader and more intricate global process,
viiore they should be taken as promoters of the
c-vitalist ideolopgy. Thus, to the authors, the
'mwilitary ntate apparatus' is a constituent of the
modern 'political, ideological and cultural forms'
wimed at o reinforcement of the caritalist system
which permils 'bourpeoisie maintenance in power!
snd 'socinl control', 12 The military regimes in
lliferia in this resnect, have much in common with
1o coloninl Covernments. Thelr relationship with
Lhe press in more or less a fortification of what
beran in colonial Nigeria. However, we observed
lhint Lhe inlrenchment did not take effect
ivmediatel y Nigerin achieved independence.
‘overnment sppeared too preoccupied with reuniting
a war-torn nation to set boundarier for the press.
't rather, was awnre the press war

» necessary medium for national unity, The press
~ttd pfovernment therefore, faced a nnerous task and a
very prescing one too. The newspapers, between
103 and 1775 commendably aseisted the Covernment
itoooldering many of Lhe chinks that threatened to
1l oave the nation infinitely with the civil war,

ILis in Lhis lighl llohammed Wada's inference that
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Lhe control of the press by the military regimes
crong in Ceneral Clusegun Obagsanjo's mill ﬁary
(nvernment would not be faulted., He hinted that two
oerees enacted in this period were Decree No.2 and
llo. 4. Decree 2 empowered the Chief of Staff,
Sipreme Military Headquarters to detgln for three
ronths anyone whose pction were judged a threat to
nlbnte security, Decree 4 was meant to protect
piblic officials against false accuaationa.13
'ncree 2 hns also been called the 'preventive
Getention aAct', h The Newbreed magazine was

proli bl ted publicalion under 1t in 1978 and the
Unougwateh, in 1987. Decree 4 convicted two journaglists
0 The Cuprdign in 1984; Tunde Thompson and Nduk g

I rabor, for publizihing a report on the posting of
Uigerian ambassadors.'?  plthough this Decree was
“opeal ed by the Babangida administration, the fate
ol journslinls has remained permanently set, due to
Lhe existence of Decree No, 2 which still allows
the detenlion of 'offending' Jjournalists without

L

Hewsuntch refl ected that the most restraining
n! waari:ome poinl in quenstion in the freedom of
Lite press are the ridiculous laws, not stated in the

sLatute books, but created to mannpre-situastions as
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they crop up. 'Ib this effect, it out].aid the
fabrication of an enabling decree in 1970 to b,ck up
the outlawed Nowbreed. And in 1987, having done

same to the Newswatch, the present military Government
likewiso, promul fated, live days later, a backing up
decree to legitimize the six month proscription

order. About those, a respondent remarked;

Adhoc decrees ... erode not
only the power of the press,
but the power of a self-
overning people. It casts
the government in the role

of the accuser, the prosecutor
and the judge. 16

The London-based Guardian also primly condemned

Decree No. k in pithy terms;

Thopresshasrosigneditsel f

to the pronouncements of public
men and the government is pre-
occupied with incestuous
monologues with itself. And

out of this, what stands out

Is the impoverishment of the
state itself, and the stilling of
the very process by which the
nation regenerates’i tsel f. 17

The Guardian was sounding no alarm if it found
Decree No. k not befitting to a potential free press
Ln Nigeria. Its producers felt otherwise; that the
Decree should serve to instil some responsibility
in journalists. Thus, defending its 'necessity® in
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1975, Gencral Obasanjo saw it as simply put into

1aw for,

articles and comments in the

Press tended to be disatisfying,

unbecoming and couched in

intemperate language, bordering

on rudeness, Constructive

rema'lts and comments can be

made without belng overbearing,

rude and insulting. 18
Uhether or not journplists whisked away to detention
under the Decree for various write ups have written
'mdely' sand 'incultingly' or were merely paying the
price for making public what would be prefered kept
secrel 15 beyond the scope of this work, Rut one
thing is ascertpinable, If the Obgsanjo administration
convicled pressmen for uncul tured publications,
successive regimes were (are) not bound to his
criteria. They have always freely laid down their
ovnh unwritten rmles on what is enough to summon
Jjournaliosts for interrogation and detention, For

instance, between 1987 and 1988 in particular, the

presenl military rovernment, for countless reasons
renrim-ntod presrmen, Press faults ranged frow
swlories rublighed snid to be 'unirue', those the
aecurity nrents 'did not 1ike' to reports that

mestionsd the claims and actions of the Federal
overnmenlt, In »'1 these, company executives,

rmardng direcltors, editors and thel r numerous
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ascistanls were arrested, questioned, detained or
fired. (llewgwntech, 14 Sep., 1987, pp.12-16). Some
other press executives whose reports failed to go

down well with the Covernment had charges that

could earily send them to goal heaped on them such
a8, 'gun running and nefarious activities' (Mewgwatch,
19 Sep. 1988, pp.10-11). Cartoonists and photographers
were nol spared from these threats and ruff] es,
Covernment pergists in ensuring the maximum control
of whal press lences and carri catures offer the
public that theae dance to its tune, (A!‘r'icanl
Concord, 16 pug. 1988, p.19). '

bwever, while the military regimes are
characterised by unceasing harrasement of journalicte,
detainmenlt s over all eged disconcerting publications,
proscriplions, relieving journalists of poeitions
in goveinment-owned press in particul ar, and
haunting them in several ways, what seemed to have
been aprravated in the Second Republic was dearth
of infermation. Cyril Chuma Okonkwo, writing in
Lhe Dnily Times on 'The Press and the Leglsl ature!
addressed the many attempts made by the Constituent
Asoembly and other state assemblies to deny the
rress coverage of zssembly sl ttings because press
reports were nol favourable to the image of the

19

assenblies,
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The struggle for an independent press in
Nigeria has, vieibly, taten in a number of issues
which range from deliberate scarcity of information
Lto the agbolishment of extremely severe written and non-
written l1aws. A notgble aspect of the struggle
which has brought almost no change whatsoever to the
status of the press is the establishment of the
Hiperian Media Council Decree, first, in 1978, and
later, smended in 19868, The Media Council, as an
organisntion, wss constituted to promote the
attainment and 'maintenance of the highest professional
standards in the Nigeria press' .20 The Council
inclosecd the Niferian Union of Journglists (NUJ); the
Higerion (uild of Editors (NGE); and the Newspapers
Propri elors Association of Nigeria (NPAN), the lot

that alro made up the Nigerian Press Organisation

(IPO). When the Obasanjo administration proclaimed
into 1nw the Ni, ori an, Pregss Ccuncil Decree 31,
concli'vting Lh Nigerian Press Council in 1978, its

outlined objectives were; (1) Registering persons
who wirh to pracltice the profession of journalism;
(ii) producing -~ code of conduct to pulde
Journsliests; (iii) dealing with public complaints
anbout Lhe conduct of the press nnd Journalists,
These stated objectives were unncceptable to media

practilioners for some reagsons including the fact
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that many media employees were not, and need not be
dournalint; the compornition of the Press Council
clipulated in the Decree rigidly favoured the
(overnment; and the Press Council had been

-~ Lhori sed powers of a '"Press Court' not only of a

modia control and ' advisory body'.21

The improved Council Decree of 1988, known as
Lhe liigeri nan Media Council Decree O of 1988, was
cimilar to the highly contested lefpislated one of
1978 in m-ny aspects. The new Decree was assigned to,
(1) encoursnre the nchievement and rustenance of the
'Iiirhest professional and commercial standards by
Lo MMigeri an media'; (ii) insure the defence of
'ihe righls and privileges of journalists in the
1~wful performance of their profescional duties;
(iii) inverligate accusations agalinst the media and
Jjournalists, and the behaviour of persons or
organisations towards the media; (iv) reappraise
alvances likely to 1imit the suppl ementation of
information from the media, as well as recommend
meang to arrest such developments, Again, like the
vrevening Decree, Lhe amended i1s besot by deficiencies,

The Sunday Concord nssessed the principal problems

: that which empowers the Media Council to decide
vio quallfies as a journalist; rerister sanctioned

rractioners; debar or delete the nomes of erring
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Journalists from the register. This section of the
'»croe conslrains the practice of journalicm alnce
contributors to newspapers, magazines, etc, are not

Ll practicing journalists who quallify to register

or desire to do s0 as journalists. But more importantly,
contenders of the Decree fear the greatest animation

0f a Covernment repulated press where a 'Covernment-

7 onsored council' registers and de-registers

Journalists,

The second point ag-inst the new Decree is the
refusal Lo allow media practitioners to establish
their own code of rro fessional conduct, rather than
itnve the mode of practice imposed on them by the
Council, One strong criticiesm aBainst the 1978
ncree arplies here too. And that is, converting
the Council to some 'Media Court', reprimanding
~hd punisling straying jou rnalists, thereby,
mbjecting journalists to the puni tive measures of
tobh the reopular 1-vw courts and the media examination,
Miere exiots the problem of under- representation of
teacticing journslists in the memberghip of the
Council set in the Decree. and consequently, the
rious circle of (overnment nominces erpointing in
"1, sutordinate condidates, The other puzzle

innate in it is, the Decree's requirement that the
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'particul ars' of journalists be provided, involving
Lhelr nanes, addross, qualifications, etc. thus,
readily moting media men susceptible to dangers

from Government agents more definitely. This seems
like the polished form of the 1903 colonial Act
Lhint directed newspaper journalists to imprint such
'particul ars' at the foot of the papers, Therefore,
~flfortlessly throwing displeasing press men into
the hands of the colonial administrators. ee

The lligeri on Media Council Decree No.59 of 1988
will succesgfully bring about everything btut g
valuabl ¢ free press, and that is essentially
because il is nol non-governmentnl, Media
nractitioners and organisations themsel ves have
diaplayrd Laxity over what affects them for a very
long time, Covernment, surely, would hardly be
inveigl ed to relinyuish the prescriptive rmle it
ns relished unchnallenged, But this not withstanding,
Lhe prean needs Lo rise to the ntruggle and ingtitute
« council with professional conrdiderations deferred
by all modiag men, 'Yhile the media tackles the
Ladt of 1lelisl ating meaningful 1aws to regul ate
ite proclice, 1t must address too what seems to
constitute a nuics-nce to the issue of press freedom
in Hipein, Tt was best expressed by Saidu Shehu

'-.'.'h(‘ﬂ he asked -
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Which is the most fundamental
right? The individual's
accens Lo diverse viows and
the indivlidugl's capacity to
to express views beyond
interpersonal conversation;
or the collectivity's right
to determine what in the best
interest of society, the
individual shall see, hear,
rend nnd be permitted to
convey? 23

AN so disturbing is resolving whether or not the
press ought to entertain the expression of all
conflicling viewn, for the antaronistic interests
certainly moake journalists partisan and unable to
accomrodnle oproging orinions in their madia.zl*
Settlins these distressing subjects. ' coul d
contriinte townrds defining the measure of freedom

the Nirerian press must reach out for.

6Ly BLGERL N P INT MED A PROTECTING THE NATION' S

INTEREST?

Despite the repul ar sour confrontations between
the Covernment »nd the print media, resulting in
Government's fervent disposition to belt the press
tipghlery, the freedom of the pross is ultimately
pitched on the 'public interest', 'national
intaerest' pedeslnl, The compatibility of press/
Government motives as demonstrated in chgpters

three -md four may be understood as the synthesis
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n{ the yearnings of both parties to preserve the
n-Llion's interest ( U's, February,2, 1984; NN,
llovenber 12, 1981; NT, September 5, 1985; NC,
tinrch 3, 1984). Determining and translating the
n-tion's interest has equally a:acured the disparities
hotween Government and the press. The competing
dnmires nre inclined towards deciding what information
nd knowl edrre may and may not be di sseminated to the
riublic in the interest of the nation, While the
medla ferls responcible enough to predict this,
tvvernment does not seem to brust the ability of
Lhe prean Lo prudently al ft information auguring
11 for ils (GCover ment'sg) image and set goals.
The confmnblation may 1ast a long time because of;
(i) the indistinctiveness of 'national interest' in
I“fining domestic ends, and (i1) many Government/
i'ress conflicts cannot be adequatel y interpreted
ac "nation~sl interecst' questions where the issue

1 ntAte 1o the protection of a Government official.

Hhwavary, 1t would help the purpose of this
s Lo el avi fy what Miperia's overriding interests
o, and we opt for the President's ldea since his,
mnre than -ny other, puides Government decisions.
Tn his contribution to All=Nigeria Conference on

frvrelpgn Policy at Kuru, 7th ppril, 1986, the
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President simply stated that Ngtiongl Interegt is
JLiongl Security. He preferrad Lhe temm 'national
~ocurity interest' because nationsl interest is
'varue' and 'elastic'; an 'attractive' name yet,
'deceptive', Walter Lippman's argument on national
nocurity formed the baslc of his explanation, Thus,
1 "nation is secure' where sacrificing its 'core
values' io not thregtened if it intends to prevent
war, and is able to maintain these values if
challenged, Concretising further the national
soenrity concept, President Babangida drew attention
v the mony forms 1Lt could assume as propounded by
Soeial Scientists. 'Subversion of core values
throupgh economic sabotage counterfelting, drug
Lraffickins, espionage, and cultural subversion'
are '"subtl e' dangers to nationnl socurity becguse
thay ham national survival. In his own tems

Ltherefore, national security interests,

can be used to refer Lo
such cnncents as !'sel -
preservation', 'sel f-
defence', and even
'survival'., 1In short,
National Security means
that the state should
survive; It means it
should 1ive without
serious threat to all
values that are regarded
as important or vital. 25
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I'he President's notion of 'national interest' or
"intional security interest' hardly resolves the
mblguiti es and vagueness he charged national
‘nterest of pungently possessing. and that is
because 'sel f=preservation! and 'survival' are very
"elastic' concepts in themselves and his non-
exposition of these termms, even in bief, simply
reinstates the flexibility and blurness of the ideas.
hile nations of the world may accommodate 'national
wocurhly' as a vitalism to 'supvi val,' "national
interest' still appears the more treasured expression
0 decision justification, even in Nigeria.
Couloumbi s and Yol fe, for exampl e, agreed that the
nmncortainty of the concept has no' deterred its
onsistent uge to' explain', 'prescribe' and 'predict!
national and internationa) beshmr.lour.26 What has
ontinuously plarned fully grasping the utility of
the comnund word is catalogued in aix questions,

W though the authors examined it in rel ation to
'internnlional behavioural patterns, the gquestions
“ooed misht bring about an annihilation of the

cilignity of national interest i f settl ed,

One could ac: therefn re, 'how do we arrive at
v coerally acceptable or standardized definition of

notional interest? What is speci fically in the
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national interest of a given country and its people
L n rplven time and In regard to a glven 1ssue?

“ho decides what the priorities of state actlon are
ving te be, and when, and how they are to be
"mplemented? How and by whom are enemies defined?
‘nw and by whom are friends designated? What is the
mmle of the povernment when faced with serious
‘nternnl di sagreen=onts regarding national poals and
a-'n.lues?';)'? Drivins home the manipul ati ve tendencies
of nationnl interest concept, Couloumbis and Wol fe
~xenpl¥fied this with several actions of world
Veaders o) alned as in the benefit of indlvidual

hations,

«ss President Abraham lincoln
argued that civil war would

be leass painful than the bregd:-
up of the Union, Ad1f Hitler
justified his expanist policies,
including a mindlLess mul ti-
front war in the name of
Germany's nationagl interest.
Josenh Stalin destroy~d or
discivlined Rugsian farmers

and nther "anti-Sovi nt' @l ement s
by the millions in the name of
Soviel Uinion's interest., 28

These di vargent »nd hyper.exnangeq enployment of

nation»l interest has called for an analysis of who
dobermines what is advantageous to the nation, On
this

y the author: reflected on two predominant

achonls of thourht in the field of International
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el ations - those convinced national interest can
"o obtained gbjectively and pationally, ana those
o argue that arriving at national interest
involves 'a strugrle among various subjectdve

views and preferences'., Plato's ideas ha\fg informed
Lthe former and Aristotle's the latter, For Plato,
'nublic gnod' could be reached by 'a few highly

Il earned debached, and fal r~minded advisors'
rnssessing ' awesomo and uncheck ed power', Thelir
decisions regarding the general 'good' would be
vige being bereft of '"the yearnings of lesser
ninds,... nelfish and gsectarian prasauree'.zg

'l ato's prescription has served dictatorial
‘nvernment 5 well 1 eftist or rightist. Defenders of
“rthoritarianism, thus, hold that gne person

ndowed wi Lh gtrength, wlgdom, knowl adrg and pover
can mace ' ood' decisions, Aristctle thought

V" fferen'!'y., For him, national interest is best

~chi eved Lhrough Lhe 'democratic »rocess' where the

canbination of oppnaing interest into decisgions

i arrived at thronpgh continuagl debate by the
“urles' rooreasenlalives at the gsame time,

“suloumbi n and Yol fe found Aristotl e's approach

v hiatoriecally prmoven belter decicion-macing process.

Alilbtle expaliation has been given to these
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concepts in order to set forth the argument that in

undemocratic systens, almost always, the fobjective'

and '"raltiongl' model is domingnt. If our assumption

is in order, that clearly leaves the press a futile

battle in the envigagement of what is ‘sood" for

Lhe stat~, Mt this is not the maxim gulding the

‘Mmalysis nf the paners studied here, as 1t has been
shown Lhat as idelopicnal state nnparatuses, they

my and circulate the ideals of the ruling body. 1In

dvin, they invnluntarily clash with the

amthoriti es becaune, naturally, means of attaining
Lhe objrclives arreed upon differ, Dut this does

not imnly rgenuine idedlopical conflicts as al ready

iTMustrated, e ad:t 1 f the subservient nature of

Lhe pornars accrues from the increasing tendency of

overnmenl to noose the press, especially in the

nilitary regimes, and found the answer in the

Affimalive, In the military adminisgtrations, the

nevspapors examined did not only vroclaim their

Wlegimeco to the ideolopy reprenonted by the

fovernmenl,

they were also lettered aglike, This is

what we dntected Lhe ¢l gmp on press freedom achleved.

In othor “mrds, Gvernment's "'no-go' areas and

inaglstence on having some policles and programmes

2 ausibly covered rather than captiously presented,
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pot the newspagpers technicglly similar. 'They,
thorefnrn, seem Lo have bYeon bequoathed with one ”
scrolling and senantic style, Most notable of
Lhese 15 the technique through which the newspapers

recoll from stating what is too obviousg for

comfort, It has become the rmile,

Baced on thn surveyance of the four experimental
nevgparors, wWe, in concert with Mattel art and
Al epal:wb connider the freedom of the press as the
freedom of proper'ty.jo The medin 18 majorly ovned
atd contrll ed by the property-ovuning cl ésﬂ; the
bourgevirie and the petit-bourgeoimle. Lf the
bowrgeois ¢lasns, depicted by the prélss "ﬁfgéommer.l.ds
they precent the world as they see 1t unrepul ated,
wo recornise itk an an importunate dernand.:Lby a rich
privilefed minovity to ' freely' ick, en?;in and
arrond kuowl edpge, mnrding their interests, to kthe
majority whose preferences are bound to be |
subsidlary. Scrutinising the papers rev;;ﬂ_ed that
the Ldrolopgy which preserves the nation has 1ittle
or no mhatance in Government/Press di.npu\tes.
tWhat should be discloged, 'when' and 'how' to
unclone information roune the dinscords, The print
medla it Migerin has plenty of 1iberty to pass on

what 1deviogy Lt favours. The Birerion Tribune,
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from its inception, had ample opportunity to
inaslmet on Lta rocinlist doctrine. The Iribune
i still in circul ation and to the best of our

' nowl edge, has never been out-lawed, not even on
~ccount of its 'leftist' status. Theg mnalyst
newsmagazine, famous, not only for its socialist

i denls bul lgo for its daring critiques of the
Lirerian oyebem ie qguite regular on the newsstands,
Toarhang, oviasting in g caritalist system means
boing cavrhl-up in capitalist requirements and
onlradicelions., They are, therefore, bound by the
Iwwen Ain Lhe statute books as well as those yet to

ba decrend,

lbwever, 1let it not be forgotten that while the
tverimont way coerce the print mediag into cooperating
“ithit, Lhe Hiperian media al ready nurses an inborn
concordnance with Covernment; with the systen., They
ol d nol Afford a destabilisation of the process
thynpeh vwiich thelr source of 1ivriihood originates.
Thers wil) be no mardcet and no jots in chaos., Thus,
=il e they strugrple to free themsel ves from
“vernmenl-control, the ideologicnl purrose they
crve Lo ol endnngered, Nigerla has not shown
-ny sirns of blotting out the caritalist goals she

invenes, inlbued in the 'mi xed-economy'. This is
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the one interest, we believe, the Nigerian print

molia would always be compelled to 'freely' protect.
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SummARy, COLICLUSION AND  RECOMMENDATIONS

The 1dea that the print media worlcs under the
i1 deological direction of the state has boen the
major interest of this study. 1t has enisiled
looking at the general consensus on the usefulness
of a medium or an institution to link ani hammonise
the interests of all sectors of the socioty., Tt
has equally involved illustrating that this stated
objective has proved di fficult for the liferian
print media to considerably accomplish bocause it
is overly pushed to serve as a priority, the wishes
of the state. The less satisfactory periomonce of
the print media, ecpecially in recent timos is
incregsingly disturbing given the bridge mle
expected of 1t from Covernment's monopoly of the

el ectronic medi a.

We find the heavily slanted service of the
newspapers in fawur of the ruling class an
invaluable means of stptilising the system, Two
reasons are seen as accountable for this tilt,

The first tells of the social status of Lhe
newspapers which fixes them in the bourgcois class =
a class in glliance with the governing cl ass.

The second deals with extracting compli-nce from

them through the state apparstus of renrcssion -




the security agents and the prison. Thue, chapters
one and two are various analyses of th ;

rel ationship between the newspaners and )
government, Vhile the (irst ci ter ov Les thy

clasg alliance and assesses a roinXable mwode of
pervading ruling cl ass values, Lhnat 15, tlhough the
instigation of a culture of imitation, th: secon

traces the genesis of moedia/poveimment ciation,

Findin: &z here reveal th-t the connection is as o)

m

as the birth of the print industry and in lligeria
it also roes baclkk to the establishment ¢ Nowsnar ors
in the colonlagl era. A detall ed examination of

the Daily Timeg portraved the assertion « inperi al

capitalist interests in many forms; relipgion,
education gnd gdvertisement of sroods served as
adequate channels of spreading »lien ide:1s. Thesoe

were the values of the ruling ¢l ass made

flourish in the Nigerian Dally Times as il was

Y ARSI

call ed. ITIF}_T‘,'i_tQ of the 1ittle Al teratior here

and there in the character of the Dgily 'imes, uvp to
the period of independence and immediatel y after,

the paper maintained a reputation for fiiruly
adhering to the directives of its founder:

the Dally Times still 1srgely lives by ti

T‘ECO[.’.niIT:;h'lP adverti scement phyr-‘r;rnnmy AN protectim

rI'n” I'E AV
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of government interests as it was in coloni a1

Nigeria, The Iwg Irohin which was purely meant to

serve the indigenes of a geogravhical loc: .ion in
the country also existed to Lnstruct on Turelpn
ideas. Thus, it preached Christianity. Tt taupht
geography 1n relation to Nritain ~nd the of cmentary

technics of reading and writing. The Twe Trohin

was obviously an indl genocus newnpaper speci fleally

designed to circulste the noms of the colonisers,

Chapler two danon.s'tr;ités as well that |
politics greatly defined the lpoter objecltives of
the Nigerian Newspaper just before independence to
date. While pre-independence drove them 11
towafds a glaring identical end, rost-indeorendence
politics left the papers sternly pre-occuri ed with
the various sectional political interests favoursd
by thelr proprietors. Without undersco rin;: the
commercial oims of the newsnapers, politics,
nonethel ess, constituted the stiongoer facler for
the emergence of many more newspapers. JPetty
political squgbbles soon englobed the priv.te and
public newspapers in the Second Republic., iut
this was no dissenblance to thelr defence of the
bagic 1deology of the state which we belicve

ropresents the fundmmontl,l interest of Lhe pap ern



themsel ves. Chapters three and four disclo: e how

the Dally Timeg, New Nigerign, Nptionagl Co

Nigerian Tribune are pro-fovernment ideas. “The

1D rd and

1=

Green Revolution, Strikes and anti-SAP riol: offer
some proof to the newspapers' furtherance ol the
prevalent system of reproduction o materi:
resources, Findings here uncover that the d mingant
sources of attalning this are; (i) a parti.
coverage of conflicts between government n the
people always beneficial to goven ment: (ii)
inadequacy of orinions swught from the public:
(111) a biased interpretation of the agitations of
the dissatisfi ed.

These chapters note that government/print medi a
accord does not imply lack of conflictsg or
disagreements between these two wi ¢l ders o | power,
The newspapers examined reveal the di fferencoes as
merely those among members of the same cl ~:: over

styles of obtgining the srreed upon nation -l ol s,

The Nigerian Tribune stated this directly in defending

1ts service to the course of the Mhari aduinistration,
The others reveal ed just as much in their . resentatinns
of the assessed contensions between fovernunt and

the citizens, The conflicts between the 1 nt

media and the governing ¢l ass were hented in th.






passionate debate over press rerul ation have
combined to make press nctivities Hiphly tr-nsparent -
too apparently state tools, We arme that in as
much as some inherent nlliance exist betveen
government and the print medi ay press havrnosments
through decrees, the N90s -nd the prisons b ve
reinforced their obligations to the mling o ass,
thereby almost turning them into robots with a
negligible sense of independence. lbwever, we do
not see the freedom of the press ns5 the f{recodom

to deviate from preservin; the ideolopgy nurtored
by the state or the ruling class, It is arinst
this background Chapter five bri efly scans yress
control as a universal rhenomenon,  The chorber
chlefly exvlicates that 511 nations of the vorld
exercise some measure of control over their press,
not excluding the world's freest press, Ml more
importantly, 1t drives home the idea that even
with a total freedom to eovern itsel f, the wedia
is virtually nothing besides an ideological weapon
of the system in which it thrives - upholding it

under the common term, 'n: tional interest',

Having established this, the sixth ch-nter
focused on the Nigerian cage. It had been observed

earlier in chapters three and four Lhat Lhe interosts
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of the print media and those of fovernment -re
uni fi ed under the words 'nations! interect' which
is alternntively referred to as 'n-tion-l securi by
interest'. The last chapter tricd to v-li iqte
press impositions that pusrantee they are :ubservient
to the gosls of the ruling class by viewit, some
decrees and acts promul rited to check the | rint
medlia and some efforts m:de by the media (o
govern itself, It found Lhat the freedom o f the
press in Nigeria is yet to be ademiately defined,
but tating 1t superficially, it ic best deicribed
as the freedom of the property-ouning class., We
understond the struggle ns5 one of the btourscois
class, (both the tourpgeoisie proper and tie
petit-bourgeoisie) to enjoy some monopoly over
dictating knowl edge passed to the popul ace - when,
and how it ig transmitted. It 21co means A
continued rel egation of the interests of Ll
masses to a secondary place as it is alrev since
the capitalist interests of this cl ass arc bound
to supersede others. 1In essence again thorefore,
the freedom of the press in Nigeria is the freedom
to protect the ideology which informs the nation's

mode of existence.

In 1ts duty as an Ldeologlenl machin. vy of
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the state, the Nigerian print media is fr-ught by
problems that extend beyond govecrtment's coercion,
Press defects may be comprehended under wiiqt Smaith
gimply calls 'dencndency'. For the depenioub glale
of the developing world is refl ected in Ll African
newspaper. Third YWorld's inslstence on Lo
restrmucturing of the international communi cation
machinery is seen as an aspect of their slirive to
exercise full control of the process of ti ir
economlies, The struggle is based on the .ccusation
levelled against the Vest for cul tural dowinpgtion
of the world by its communication resouvcios: 'nows
collectity resources", Llia adverlising aponcies,
international newspsper chains »nd newsprint
compani es, etc....1 For gnith, wediag insti tutions
in the Third World shoul d be asscused willin the
context of the cavitalist systew in order (o
sufficiently grasp their 1apses. The rise of the
newspaver VWas a part of capitalisn's urgenl need to
bring the exploited part of the world into a single
marcet; to distribute prices and entrench values, ©
The news agencies emerped from this historical
process. The author amgued that media or;:nisations
in the.Third World would begin to be meanin;ful
organs of national development when such institutions

could fashion out indenendent sgtyles and priorities,
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eschewing the present 'supportive role' Licy play
to the noms and systems produced outgi de Lhelir
environment, Citing Shelton A, Gunarvatn., he
agreed that media derendency hans achieved for the
developing world a broagdening of the gor Vetween

thelr 1l enders and the cubjects. 5

Snith's proposnls nre reasonable to ‘he extent

that a system denendent on prescriptions [rom

vithout its envi ronmentl cnsures that its wedla
lives by the dependent :status of its socio-econonic
processci, While on - highly lroteched 1, vel the

incapalilities of the Nigerian print medi - may be
understood as 'denendency' as exiounded by Smith,
it may still not easily and entirely exrl:in some
dl fficulties that 1imit the duties of the press.
Thege frustrations extant in the internal workings
of the pyystem L1tgal f have been properly :;rticul ated
by Graham Mylton, In a falrly detailed sludy of
the interngl practices of the Nigerian Neuspaper,
he discovered that the ligerian journalist, both of
the private and state newspapers shies aw,y from
stories that are time and money-consuming., Becsuse
he lacks the investigati ve vill-power, tlicre is o

fidel reliance on the utterances and actions of

some individuale in the society. Since |lLo
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Nigerian journglist agssumes that the frecdm of
the press is the licence to criticise, investigating
facts and fgllacies is neglected, Consecuontly,
specul ationg, rumours and hear-cnys becom: Lhe
backbone for stories reported,
My ton chdefly attrituted this gituslion to Lhe

undeveloped

z communlcation networdis in Lhe count ., The
telephone is poorly ineflfective, the post
services are anything but fast, I'erson:l]
visiting those whose comments are reauire! is less
profitabl e because the possibility of th

avallgbility dor remarks is almost ni.l.!l and

where by chance they nre accessiile for couuments,
we observed that stated 1,ws and other fo s of
pestements on citizens believed to have nlk on
embarrassingly, more often than not, espocially in
racent times mpoce them chose not bto asparle. proing

the Nigerian journalist is compelled to »1 ¥y on
very scanty resources among which is pres: rel eases
by povernment of ficials, Verifying these reroris
continuously proves di fficult to check., 'ie
Nigerian Hewspaper, therefore, is laden with
'dependency' on externnl sources ~nd on polit

internal resources.
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However, to upjreciably overcome a majarity

of these problems, the ,igcrian Journul ist nceds to
Cultivate Lhe spirit of investigaution ubove .ll, fhis,
no doubt, involves rlenty of tLime ...4 money u.d . closer
Felationship with the deprived Beg.ent of ihe popul.tion
whose interestu we believe, wre still Sfuavely under-repl
Being an ideological apparatus of the state should not
imply neglisence of Lhe will 6f Viove frow wuow Lhe a;ﬁ;.
expects compliance and coupurution, la fuct, the ideoloy
purposes of the ruling cluss woulu be belter selveu
through enubling the citizenry assert and identify their
tasks as complementary to Luoee 0Of Lhe 8lule, The anti-y
events, for instance, has shnown that the mediu's adhersnd

to a pro-government stand at all tiues does little to

Check instu.bility. if Luese ure lucluwed tu ithe struggle
for a free press, the ligerian grint meaia coulud cerve
More responsibly as an ideologicid stute apputatue.

However, now willing tue nlgerian preve ie Lo accomyl ish

these is an entirely differvat matter,

The newspapers, nonethelicss, could entertain more spuce
for public reactions to issues at the Pederal, Stute and
LOcul Goveranuwent levels. These write ups need not be
censored bein, the opinions of the writers, except to
delete language that is conspicuously uncouti,

Publishing them with the names and aadresces of the «ritey
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would maintuin the credibuility of Lue pupers. In
this regard, there is also the necd Lo incro.ee

the numbei of letters from readers jublished,

Observations indicatle «n lnsignificuut allocation
to lettere in all the newspupers. Some of tuce papers

did not allot as much us § of a puge Lo letlters,

News from the rurul ureas where the wmujorit,
of the population reeide sStioulu be _iven ,riority
if the print media intends Lo breuk the treand of bei.g
representatives of a minority. These infirmat.ion
should COVer wls a8, cts of developuwent us it affecto
the ruryl people, Pronouncewents oL Lhe rural elite
and their activities should be matcned by investipat ions
into «hiat «uthentically obti.a.s. .inhle woulud help

unconceal virgin problems of these ureus,

It is important thut governmenti hands off ownersnip

of newspapers especlally as the nation moves towards
democrutic politice., Competition awong the pupers would

consequently, be intensified as they strive for acceptanc
from a wider public, Government must orient itself

to accept in good faith, severe criticisms und judgements
by the news media, The courts are there to resolve
the problem of libel apguinst government ofticinls where

it occurs, Debates and dissentions uare a purt of t e democ
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Process, the citizenry, the recipients of government

activities must air their views und ussdeys Lhoue
representing it, and it is to the advaniua,e of every

government to listen una hecd Lo Lhe views or the peu ple

Pinally, the massmed i should strengthen its
efforte to free itself from the cluitches of ,ouvernument.
The newsmedia, in particular the print, knows better
what burs its duty to the people. It is therefore, botter

placed to create regulationu to combat ity set backs,
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