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ABSTRACT 

TABLE - LOOM FABRICATION AND PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT 

Adetayo, O. Ayotade 

This study is informed by the need to sustain weaving 

craft in Nigeria as a means of attaining the following: the 

much desired socio-economic and cultural growth; self-

reliant development and rural Industrialization; and the 

development and preservation of our cultural heritage. 

Evidently, it has concentrated on the following: fabrication 

of a modified, relatively inexpensive table-loom, using 

local materials and resources; conducting experimental 

weaving on the said loom, using conventional, factory made 

yarns, self-dyed if need be; and utilizing the resultant 

fabric in developing certain products. 

There was the need to address the problem from both 

theoretical and practical perspective. In order to provide 

a theoretical frame-work for this study, available related 

literature were consulted and synthesized to broaden the 

researcher's horizon in the following areas: historical 

evidence of weaving; evolution of the loom; types of looms 

and their structure; weaving processes and techniques; and 

raw material for weaving. 
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Data for this study were collected through the primary 

and secondary sources, using multiple instruments, as 

suggested by Pelto (1970). These instruments include: Oral 

inquiry, observation and photography. Also, field work and 

pilot study, which entail workshop and studio 

experimentation, were conducted. 

The findings indicated that an eight-shaft, two-warp 

beam, table loom could be fabricated from 100 per cent local 

material. The accuracy of the said loom was evaluated by 

comparing its structural proficiency and performance with 

that of other manual looms through practical weaving. Data 

gathered through the various sources were sufficient for the 

comparison. It was discovered that the loom, in all its 

ramification, compared favourably with existing manual 

looms; and performed well for a good range of hand woven 

fabrics. The products developed from the resultant fabrics 

were found to awaken pleasurable response. 

The findings of this study, within the context of the 

specified area, suggested several directions, with 

implications for Nigerian weaving - craft industry, tertiary 

institution and vocational centres. Also, method of 

deriving maximum benefit from this study was suggested and 

recommendation, for further research, made. 
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