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A EST RAG T

The purpose of this dissertationis to trace the deve-
| opment and di scuss the roa.jor functions which city walls
perforned in the Savanna belt of the N gerian area from
(1100 A.D, to 1503 A.D.) During this period, the Savanna
belt of the Nigerian area w tnessed the devel opnent of
many cities and the: construction of city walls. This nade
such wal l ed settlenents quite promnent in the history of the
N gerian area. This devel opment coincided with the period
when such settlenments were undergoing significant denogra-
phic, economc, political and religious changes. Despite
these, obscurity still shrouds much of the history of these
wal l ed settlenents. The construction of the walls, materials
used, the building techniques and the changes in the sizes
and shapes of the walls which reflected changes in popul ati on,
technol ogy and culture of the society of trie Savanna region,

have hardly been studi ed.

It is suggested in this work that the consolidation
of the power of the Sarki, the evolution of the city and the
construction of the city walls are positively related to the
devel oxj nental process. The increase in the power of the
Sarki was shown by the extent and el aborateness of the walls
of his city and towns. Thus, cities that grew to becone
state capitals with extensive trading networks, stratified
social classes with comunitarian values in |abor relations
and rel atively advanced technol ogy, built very extensive,
high and thick walls. The size and nature of the walls built
are a reflection of the power of the Sarki, the functions
they were neant to serve, the nature and extent of the
society's technology, its values, beliefs and of its geogra-

phical environnment. |n nost cases, the walls served defensive,
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economc, political and religious functions. Attainnent of
security nade possible by the walls enabled the wall ed
citiesj, to expand at the expense of relatively weaker areas.

This political expansion increased the power of the Sark

and the economc base of the city through booty, enslave-
ment and the attraction of skilled craftsnmen fromrelatively
unst abl e ar eas.

The work is limted to the Savanna belt, an area of
open vegetation, relatively enabling easy inter-comuni ca-
tion aid contact between societies. A though the study
focuses nore on Kano, Zaria and Oyo-1le, | have drawn upon
data that are related to ether city walls, stockades and
Manorial Castles both in Africa, Europe and Asia because
their devel opnent and functions had a nunber of simlarities.
The devel opnent and functions of city walls in the Savanna
belt of the N gerian Area cannot be understood in their
true perspective w thout a proper study of the energence
and the consolidation of the power of the §3£ki, sources
of wealth and of |abour of the city and the types of rela-
tionshi ps whi ch existed between the city and the peri pheral
towns and villages. It is suggested that the energence of the
Sarki and the consolidation of his power, helped to tilt the
bal ance between the rural areas and the political centres
in favour of the latter. This went hand in hand with the
construction of the walls, territorial expansion by the
political centres and the energence of states with the walled
cities acting as the states' capitals. This promnent role
of sonme of the walled cities continued up to 1903 when the
British forces shelled the walls and shifted the centre of

power fromthe walled city to the newy created towns.
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PREFACE

Ti-is thesls deals with the military history of the
Savarnna pelt of the Niéerian area, especially the develop-
ment and functions of the city walls, In the study,
attempt was made to trace the factoré regsponsible for the
development of the city walls and tne functions they per-
formed over time, It examines the factors responsible for
the prominence of the walled cities in the history of the
Nigerian Savanna belt and how this development eventually
led to the rise and development of long, enduring states ﬁfom
the 15th century to 1804 A.D, when the Sokoto Jihad merged
these states together into the Sokoto Caliphate,

Thougk the study centres on the military history of
the Jevanna cities, yet it is revealed that the prominent
roles played by the Savanna cities was mainly a sombina-
tion of factors ranging from political, religious, economic
and military.

In appreaching the study, the snalysis 1s in three
stages, The first three chapters form the first stage and
they concern themselves with a general survey of the geo-
graphical, economic, religious, political and military
factors responsible for the evolution of the Savanna Cities
and of their walls, |

The focus from chapters four to six is on the analysis
in historical depth of three cases of pre-colonial Savanna
city walls. It looks irrto theim processes of urban growth,
the construction of their walls, structure oI the walls,
technology employed and the functiongof these walls over the
years,

The third stage wiich forms the last chapter is the Conclusi

Al
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The findings have shown that citics evolved at
different times in the Savanna belt of the Nigerian area,
In all, mud was the chief building material, though, stones
were sometimes preferred. It is found that the functions
of the city walls chatized through time and these were
closely related to the socio-economic base, military and

political needs of the various societies,
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

The practice of walling settlements is widespread and
has a long tradition in the Nigerisnh Savanna arcea. This
development has however, received 1ittle attention from
hisgtorians. Most of the writings on these walls have been
done either by linguists or archacologists. Among the non-
historians who have written on some of the city walls of the
Nigerian Savanna are H.L.B. Mecody, a linguist who wrote on
the Xano City walls. J.E.G. Sutton, an archaeologist, wrote
on the Zaria walls. R.C.C. Sopur, another archacologist has
written on the walls of Oyo-Ile..

Most of these studies have concentrated on c¢ity walls.
They have tended to lock at the development of clties and city
“walls in pre~colonial Nigerian Savanna belt from the existing
and larger walls without consideraticn for the simple and
sometimes, abendoned walled or stockaded settlements, They
have falled to look into the factors that aided the develop-
‘ment of urban centres in certain areas and how this led to
the construction of walls, their expansion to cope with
increasing population and meodifications over time, It 1s also
impossible to study the Savanna walls satisfactorily without
knowing cbout the technolegy, values snd belief systems of
the peoples who surveyed, designed and built the walls and

their various functions through time.
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Since the earlicr stulics have not taken these issues
into eonsideration, they have nade nany wrong conclusions
about pre=-colonial Nigerian Savomnma walle. In the first
place, it often leads to the conclusinn that snnll village
wvalls are recent anl therefore, insimificant conpored to the
large city walls, This evolutinnarv trenl is nften taken to
exenplify the history of the evolution 2nl levelopment of
city walls in the FNigerian Savanna 'elt,

Secondly, it leads to the assertion that these complex
mud wall structures nust have “een introducel into Vest Africa
together with iron smelting from seone "nore 2dvance civiliza-
tiong" fron across the Sahara,' Tuirdly, it conceals ouch of
African architectural senuise., This welhitectural genulse
could be seen in the effective exploitation cf available
builling naterials to build Aurable walls which they could
nmaintain thenselves,

Cities which are equate? rith the present sizes of thekr
walls nay not tell us nmuch about their origins, for in nost
cases, the wells were not contenporancous with the settlemehs
such that, the origins of the gettleicnts cannot be equated
with the builling of the walle,® The presont Ficerian cities
did not start off as cities hut realvnlly rew from small
settlenents into larse settlements. The fact that most of
these earlier settlements were sited rear hills inlicates
their small heginnin~s since not nany peorle coull He accommo=
dated on hills tops, The continuous zrowth ani levelopment o;
the hilled settlements led to the erecti n f larser walls

1« Moughtin J,, "The Frilay liosque, Zarin City" Jdowvanns Vol, I
No. I, 1972 pp. 143 = 156. ’ 4 .

2, Beala C.D,, The Later .irchaeclo;y of Zaria Rerion with
Srecial A&tantion to the Inselxrzs. M.... Thesis
(4rcheeoclogy) University of Le.wn, Ghana, 1977 De T4



that enclosed more land to accomodate the whole population.3

Kano for example, had to annex lands to the south and
South-West of Dalla hill and extended the walls twice
indicating her periods of turrit.rial expansion. The first
expansion was during the reign of the famous Muhammadu Runfa
in the 15th Century and the sccond cxpansion was during the
time of Muhammadu Zaki in the 16th century.h Zaria on the
other hand, started from the simple and small Madarkaci and
Kufena walls but with increase in the power of the Sarki and
consequent expansion of Zaria, she was forced to build newer
and larger walls of Amina and the present Zaria walls. 1Tb.
focus our attention only on the present walls as regards to
their sizes and structure will be misleading.

Contrary to the view that the practice of mud architec-
ture in the Nigerian Savanna area was introduced from cut-=*?
it depicts the ancient glory and wisdom of the Savanna
peoples. It was the changing needs of society as would be
made clear later, that compelled them not only to build the
walls, but also to modify them over tim: using new building
materials and new building technique¢s. The constructional

techniques employed in building the walls was mainly adapt-i

3. ichi B, "Militery Technology, Population Growth and
City Walls: The Case of Kano C1200 - 1625 A.D."
Departmental Seminar, Department of History, A.B.U.,
Zaria February 1983 pp. 1-20.

4. Sa'ad H.T., "Hausa Traditional Architecture in a
Historical Perspective", Paper presented at the Interna-

national Seminar on Hausa Studies, University of Sokoto,
okoto, October, P. O,
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from the techniques used in constructin.; their mul houaes.

r3

h  The fact that this constructisnal technique is indigenous
to the peoples of the Niserian Javannn is shown in the names
of the structures erected, The none Ganuwg anl Kafi by
which the rmul walls an? stockaleg arc known in Hausaland, do
not sound foreism in nrigine These nomes concenl the
descriptive simmificance of the gtructures. The names of
some nf the city mtes are indieations of their antiquity 2nAd
the marticular functions they perfornmel for their societies,
It is not Aisputed that there was foreisn influence in the
wall architecture of some of the Niserian Savanna City walls,
but that this was lonz after the estalishment of many of the
walled settlements, In Kano area for example, Santolo, Sheme
Gano and Dalla were very important wnlled settlenents long
before C1350 AaD.B In Zaria, the walls of Karigi, EKufena
and Madarkaci most probably 2ate baclk to C1300 ;L.D.G Though
the revolt asainst the Habe rulers by the Jihadists in

Hamsaland in the 19th century coull have infiuenced lausa

7

wall architecture, as 9’)111:1 have ‘)een geen in t.w ibag system7
he pre= cént A, (3 o ) -

5. Palmer H.R., "The Kano c}u-onic-mle " in SMMM
3 voluwies in I, Tonlon, 1928 Pr.25-26. Also durinz a
iperannnl cnmmunicati-*-n with P.J. Tarlin~, Kano, Jonuary

984,

6. Sutton J.B.G., "Population ;stlmn.tos from ﬁelecteﬁ
African Iron Aze Sit-..s"

Centre of African Stulics, Univ: rsntv of Tdinbursg ,'

Edinburzh 1981 ». 640.

7. Hiskett M, "Kitab al-Farq; A “Jork on the TTabe Tinsdons
At;géhuted to Uthman 1an Fovlo" BSOAS 23, 3 (Lonion 1960)
Pe -



mainly a culmination of a long process of architectural
development so as to meet internal needs, If the wall
architecture of the Nigerian Savanna were completely alien
to the social , cultural and environmental conditions of the
peoples of the area, these would not have stood the test of
time nor would they have performed the important functions
they did.

In this study, while cmphasis is laid on the city walls
and on defense as a major function of these walls, attempt
is also made to understand the evolution of settlements in
the Nigerian Savanna and the relationships that existed
between cities and their rural hinterland. The cmergence
of Kingship and its role in the expansion of the city and
the construction and annual maintcnance of the walls is
also looked into. This, it is hoped, will ¢enable us to see
the variety of walled or stockaded settlements in the
Nigerian Savanna belt and their development over time, Some
of these walled settlements like Sheme, Gano, Santolo,
Kwiambana, Surame and Oyo-Ile have since been abandoned.
Others like Zaria, Kano, Katsina, and Daura have continuously
been occupied. For a proper understanding of the evolution
of the Savanna cities and the development of city walls, it
is important to take a look at the basic characteristics of

a city and what makes it different from the town and village.



1 THE CONCEPT OF CITY

The concept of city is difficult to definc because an
accurate linc showing wherc¢ the town or village leaves off
and where the city begins cannot be easily drawn. This is
made more difficult by the fact that the process of the
transition from onc¢ to thc other differs from one area to
another, One cannot say preciscly when settlements were
villages and the exact time they ¢volved into towns and cities.
The ccncept of city, therefore, changes in its meaning from
time to time and from one place to another,

In dealing with this problem, one characteristic of a
city often used by writers is population density: that is,
cities have higher population concentration than towns and
villages., Some writers have fixed the population aggregate
for distinguishing between a village and a city to be between
1,000 and 5,000 people.8 It is true that the concentration
of population in & relatively small area can bring new ideas
and discoveries. They can, when faced with external threats,
concentrate economic and technical skills and build protective
fortifications. They can also establish an army and colonise
other relatively weaker groups. But a city cannot be defined
solely in terms of number, for population alone cannot turn
a village into a city. If the figure 5,000 people per square

mile can represent a city, this then means that any isslated

8. Larson 0, "Rursl Society" Internztionzl Encyclopaedia
of Social Sciences Vol. 13 (New York, 7 PP - 588,




built-up area with that population constitutus a city.
There are however cases in which numerically large settle-
ments are villages lacking in city characteristics. Others
also exist which are numerically small but zre cities,
having such city characteristics like advanced technology,
diversified economy, centralised administration and city
wall., Nupe country is often regarded as an arez of low
populztion density due to slave raids and wars, But in the
19th century, Clapperton recorded thzt in Koolfu town there
were between 12,000 to 15,000 people, while in Tabra, there
were between 18,000 to 20,000 peoplu.g Yct, none of these
towns was ever classified as a city because of their low
level of technology, absence of city walls and of a variety
of specizlised scrvicces,

Broad statistical analysis canncot therefore be used as
an objective criterion for differentiating between city,
town and village. This will not enable us to know the
specific charactere of settlements in different areas of rhe
Nigerian Savanna, nor can it tell us the fundamenteal
qualities and varietie¢s of cities. Some places are called
cities for reasons that have nothing to do with population.
It is therefore not impossible for citivs to have developed
in areas with low populati on densities. The word 'city'

in the context of the history of Hausaland derives from the

9. Clapperton H, Journal of a 3econd Expedition into the
Interior of Africa from the Bight of Benin to Socatto
(London, 1823) p. 128.



word ‘birni{’ Probably, of Kanuri origin which means ’'walled
town'. It is mainly the mud wall and not population size or
diversity of occupations that was used to classify an area
as city, Later, when many areas began to build the wall
round their settlements, other criteria like diversity of
occupations and centralised administration were used in
distinguishing a city.

To the sociologists, size and hetcrogeneity are the
basic traits that distinguish a city from the town and

village.1.

That is, because cities attruct people from a
variety of backgrounds, this makes thew larger and hetero-
genous settlements. Mere increase in size may not however,
necessarily imply technological or c¢conomic advencement
beyond the level of village farming community. If the term
'size' is taken to mean the size of the built up area and of
its population, then it is very difficult toc estimate the
sizes of most pre-coloniel Nigerian Savunna cities. There
were cities without walls, There were also other cities

whose populations could have spilled over their walls,

thereby, making the walled area an inaccurate reflection of

10. SJjobverg G., "The Rise and Fall of Cities: A
Theoretical Perspective" in Gerald Breese (edited)
The City in Newly Developing Countrics. Readings on
Orbanism and Urbanization. Leglewood Cliiis, New
Jersey., Prentice Hall (U.S.A. 1966) p. 220. See also
R.M. Adams, "The Origin of Cities" in C.C. Lamberg -
Karlovsky, (edited) Hunters, Furmers and Civilizations,

0ld World Archaeology, Freeman and Gompany, {oan
Francisco ?97§T_§575¥71 - 177,




city size, For example, in Kano by the 15th century, the
walled area could not accomodete the whole of the city's
population, Many people woere compelled to live outside the

i It was

wall in such places like Dorayl, Zango and Madabo.
the extensions made on the wall in the 15th and 16th centuries
by Muhammadu Rumfa (C1463-99) and Muhammadu Zaki (C1582-1618)
thet enabled these settlements t. Le inc rporated intu the
walled area.12 There can be n» fixed 8ize which an are must
attain before it is regarded as a c¢ity. For citics differ

in size at different periods of their nistoricel development.
Thus, the size of the city is relative and it is not a
necessary criterion for the classification of an area as a
clty or town. In Hausaland, the size of the city was simply
the area enclosed by the walls no metter how big or small,

i People like Childe hold the view that the art of writing
is an essential element in the categorization of a city.

To Childe, the presence of writing indicates that a non-
agricultural class has emerged and has the leisure to

develop the art of writing which forms the core of civilization

11, Recorded interview with Alhaji MUHaMMADU SANI (AMS)
Madakin Gini, Kano 27th Januury 198L. Though this
information sound suspicicus, it 1s however supported
by the map of 13th century Kano in Figure 1 chapter four
where these settlements are sited outside the wall,

12. Frishman A, "The Population Growth of Kano, Nigeria®
African Historical Derniography. Proceedings of a
Seminar Held in tne Centre of African Studies, University
of Edinburgh, (Edinburgh 1977) pp. 212 - 218, .
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with which cities are associated.13 This means that there
canbe no city without the art of writing. In a largely
agrarian society like that of pre~colonial Savanna area of
Nigeria, the spread of literacy among such peasant class
would not have necessarily helped tco improve their techniques
of production, nor agricultural production, which are indexes
of socio-economic development. If functional literacy means
"the ability to read and write word symbols at a level of
competence adequate for carrying out the individual's
functions in his social system,"1h then, the significant
role of literacy in the evolution of cities holds true only
to a limited level, Literacy can only create a major transe
formation in social order and more rigorous systems of thought
when it is mass and functional literacy and not confined to
a leisured elite., Sheer achievement of literacy is clearly
not a pre-requisite to the development of any society to an
urban conglomerate., The basic questions one has to ask
regarding the role of literacy in the transformation of an
area into a city must include, what kind of literacy does the
socliety acquire, what level and in what quantity.

It is also true that cities are not present in all
literate societies, nor is a literate bureaucracy to be found

in all cities. In the Nigerian Savanna, large and enduring

13, Childe G.V., "Civilization, Cities and Towns"
Antiquity 31, 1957 pp. 36 - 38.

14. Rogers E.M. with Lynne Svenning, Modernization Among
Peasants: The Impact of Communication Holt, Rhinehart
and wWinston, (New York 1969) p. 92.
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political systems were built dating vack to the 11th century
A.D, without the use of a literate bur.e.haucracy.15 This does
not mean that such centres were not cities till the emergence
of a literate class. A literate class therefore, is not
essential in the evolution of cities. Orsl transmissions

by various specialists in the Nigerian Savanna made the area
capable of maintaining technological skills and social
organization of pre-literate urban life, This made such skills
to persist despite the absence of literate elite, leading to
the evolution of cities.

With the firm establishment of the Savanna cities,
various specialists migrated into such centres. Groups of
specialists like leather and bead workers, blacksmiths,
wez Yers, smelters and builders, moved into the cities where
their goods and services were most patroniscd. It was
therefore these groups of professionals who thought, planned
and created the luxury items which went to satisfy the high
taustes of the ruling class.16 The economic specialization
of these professionals sustained the cities and helped in
creating towns and rural hinterland. The technological change
and economic zdvancement brought about by the spccialists

conti-ibuted to the evolution of the Savanna cities.

15. Smith A, "The Early States of the Central Sudan® in
J.F.A. Ajayi and M. Growder (edited) History of West
Africa Vol. I Longmans (London 1971) pp. 38 - 50.

See also T. Hodgkins, Nigcrian Perspectives. An
Historical Anthology (an cdition) SUF, {London 1975)
Pp _23-2h- .

16. Childe G.V., "The Urban Revolution" in walton and

D.E. Carns, Cities in Change, Studies in the Urban
Condition {Boston, 1977) pp i?—ﬂB.
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The pre-colonial Savanno citios e¢ould therefore be

distinguished from their towns and villanes nninly in terms
~f the wall and the funetions the contre performed. The
mnrphology of the city alse differed from that of the town
nr village, The walls surrowding the citices helped the
inhabitants to interact freely since the inhabitants constituted
a community brought tngethor by commnn needs,-espocially,the
need for security. The citv therefnre was a centre for the
integration of various aroups o peaple., In Fann for exam—
ple, Adarawa, Arawa, Arabs, Yoruba, Nufawa, Fulani, Nansmbu,
Bornowa and many other groups were highly integrated into
the social life of the city to the extent that they became
purt and parcel of the Kenawa. Though different psoples
lived in different wards according to their occcupations,
yet this was no basgis for the diserimination of any group:
of people as disecrimination baged ~n place »f origin or
religion wag ruled out. This occupetional division encou-
raged interdependence between the Aifforent wards in the cityQ
In some cages, thig settloment pattern is an indicatinn of
city planning, This plannipg ia evilenced in the leocation
of, for cxanple, the palace, market place and central mosque
in the prominent parts »f the city. The morvhology of the
Savanna cities was a refleetion of the socinl stratifica-
tion in the sociotios,17 Through this
organization, it was easy for the 3arki to coordinrate the
activitica of the various specialists in the city. The
functional complementarity and inter#lependence between the
varicus wards in the city and between the city and +the rural

aread, linked the rural hinterland in a subservient position

17. 1bid, pp, 12 = 18
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to the cities., This led to the exploitction of the latter
by the former. Thus, the present alienation of the rural
areas of Nigeria from the political economy of the @ities
has a long tradition, traceable to the c¢volution of cities.
This dependence on and exploitation of the rural areas by
the cities for the supply of food and raw materials, and as
consumers of their goods and services, can be seen in the
relationship between the rise and fall of cities and the
rise and fall of the rural dependencies., The collapse of the
political power of the city often eliminated the economic
base which supported the large non-agricultural city

18 The fall of Oyo-Ile in 1836 for example, led

population,
to the total ccllapse and disintegration of such peripheral
dependencies of Oyo-Ile like Diogun, Kusu, IJjanna, l1gboho
and Molete.19 In 1715, the c~lla,.se .f Surame lod to the
ataniunment of such areas like Gungou, Grnde ant Inname
whiCh’were previously linked to Kabi .2 -

The terms ‘'city', 'town' and 'village' are therefore

units of settlements which differ mainly in their complexity

18. Netting R.M., Ecosystems in Process: A Comparative
Study of Change in Two West African Sicicties® in

D. Damas (eds). Contributions to Anthropological Essays
National Museums of Canada Bull.tin (Boston §§77]

pp. 109-110.

19. Law R., The QOyo Empire C1600-1836, A West African
Imperialism in the Era of the Atlantic slave lrade OUP,
~2b, Sce also H. Clapperton,

20, Menuga M., Surame, 1515-1715: The History of a Hauos
Capital. History Department Research Essay. A.T.C.
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of orsanization distinsuishable Tw the power of their kings
and the size nf their walls, In the city, land and Iabour
were very important for its existence and ceomtinued develop-
ment. Thig is partly why some of the Savanna cities were
located in areas with cxtensive fertile lands, arcas with
substantial denosits of iron ore or in aress with charcoal -
makineg trees for smeltineg, This area hatl to ke jealously
guarded, There mwag alsoe the need to rotect the labour forﬁe
needed for prriluction. Hence, the canstruction of the wall
or the stockade. The security the wall afforded the ciby
- inhabitants helped 4o draw other peoples into the walled
settlements, especially, rural populations that could not
huild walls for protection.21 The walls therefore represant
collective will for defence due to the sensitive awarencss
of tlhe misery of war, Whether a e¢liy wag the victor or vanguished,
it still had to defend itself. This doos not mean that the
WEigerian Savannan sociatiss were inberently mititaristic people.

Though they admired martial pessoBs, it was not the only aRg

degirable qualitv. It was only nscesslty that forcod them

to mould themselves on miliftoristic lines nnd to give military

affaire their studious attontion., Thus whilc the controld

of labour was important in the construction of the wall and

production, control of land was cqually important in production

of food and teghnolosmy of o soecicty., The fact that the

city controlloed both its land and lahour and tho=e nf ths

villages and towns under it made the continucd A=zvoelop-

nent of these saiellite areas almost impossible,

21, Trigger B,, "Determinants of Urbon Orowth in Pre-
Industrial Societics' in Fﬁfer J. Ucko (cds) Man,

Scttlement and Urbanisn, crald Duckworth and Company
Limited, {London 1972) T. 980,
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In the Fi~erian Savanno, there existed Aifferent ty)es
nf walls, Theoese rane? fron villy o town to city walls,
Mach hal its ~wn ~fficialgwith 1lifferent roles, power and
limitaticons in the Luilline~ craft, In this stuly attention
will be foecussed ~n the city wal) which wns the stronshnld
of the political class thatcontrollod the productive
activities of both the city and periphoral townsg and
villnpoes, This is to onable us unlerstand in depth the reasons
behind the large size of thue civy wellfthelzour foF@ aid

of its continued nodifications ovir timc,.

City walls were construcicl "7 well-organissl socicities
that coul? nnhilize onrurk nonlowor o undertake such a
denaniin~ task, This was sc eenusc mrst »f the work fron
the boginning to the enl wag nnnmal ~nl the mass ~f naterials
employed needed much hanlwork., The size anl claheratoness
of the vmll therefore Acrendc! ~n the size ~f the population
under the enontrol of thoe Fin~ -1 his power to robilize
these all over his kin~lam for thc work, Tnree sonetimes
had to be enmployel by the Jarki to robilize labour for the
construction 2n?! maintenwnce of the Havannn city Hnlla.22
In Zaria for examb&e, by the 1Cth century, it wms not only

people of nearhy villases thrt were requirel to pwticipate

22, lost of ny informants in fans an? dorin uncninously

agreed that since the congtruction and maintenance of
the walls was in thoe dry scason, wost Jcople were
wnwilling to take ert in it beenuse they preferrsd to
travel ¢0 far nway placces to scolr for port=-time jobs.
Hlenco the use of force in the 19t conkurer,
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in the building programmc, but also some of the peoples from
the area now known as Southern Zaria were raided and captured
to provide labour for the construction of the Zaria walls.23
The use of force to obtain enough hands for the well
construction was 2 later dev:lopaent with ithe consolidation
of the power of the Sarki., This was necessary, cspecially
from the 16th century as in the case of Kono, duc to the large
size of the wall and the speed with which the hailding rroesg,
was undertaken. In most times, the walls were built by all
members of society. Toward this e¢nd, skilled builders were
organised into an occupational guild with a hicrerchy of
officials, It was these officials that mobilized the needed
labour for the construction and annual maintenance of the
walls,

Other occupetionel guilds related te the wall construc-
tion were also employed. The blacksmiths wire required to
manufscture such tools used in digging the carth like galma
and Sangwami, Others manufactured iron doors (Kyaurzye)
and locks used to closc the city gates. Wood carvers also
carved drums used in mobilizing labour end catertaining the
workers at the building site. This social stratification
enabled the peoples of the Nigerizn Savanmna to become adept

at devising suitable building techniques and materials,

23. Recorded interview with IBRAHIM BAGUDU (IB) Madauchin
Zazzau, Zaria 10th June, 1983.
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were uniform because they were huilt by the same group of

elaves.24

The walls were not just built by slave labour
as we have seen, 1t is not also true that the Fano walls
were uniform. While all the mates in the southern and
wegtern portions of the wnll were, by the 16th century, bult
in a re-entrant angle to aid delence, some of those in the
northern and eastern sections were not. In the late 19th
centurey, Damagaram in what is today iger Republic,
posed‘great security probhlems *o Tano. The people of
NDamagaram r&iged Zano, “his_cqmpelleaAthé’féople of
ghnng;txfié e;:eét'gfg;t“;hhnnes in the northern and

if;éstein‘gateé wheére the attacks were_aeveregs' These
modifications included thickening the wall, widening the
ditches and provision of more informants and'secﬁrity gua-
rd wio kept vigil 2t the gtes,

Another factor th2t helped o determine the none
uniformity of the 3nvannn city walls was that various
people with varying building sltills were ageigned diffe~
rent sections of the same w:ll 4o build., Moreover, the
topoarovhy helped in determinins the nllignmen® of the

~walls, They were b-ilt nccordinq 4o the way the ground,

hills ~nd rivers would lend themselves for defence,

2. Tarymore 6. 4 Nggident'a Wife in Migeris Routledge,
(London 1905) 7. T -

25. Dunbar R,A., Damagaram (Zinder, Niger) 1812 - 1906:
The History of n Centrnl Sudanic ¥inzdom. ™h, D,
Thesis, University falifornia (Calfornia, 1970)p.22.
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Materials for the wall construction differed from one
area to another and from time to timc. The important
determining factor for the material uscd was the availability
of the material. In some areas like Surame, stones were used

6

throughout in the construction of the wall.2 In Zaria, Kano
and Oyo-Ile, the early walls were built of mud., Later, the
peoples realised the short durability of mud and began to
employ relatively durable materials like sun-dried bricks and
boulders.27 These materials enabled the builders to increase
the height and thickness of the wall. Thce wall was tapered
upwards and thickened at the base. This building technique
helped in upsetting the structural weakness of the mud work.
It also enabled the fortifications to withstand the breach
action of invaders.

Water for the construction was obtained from the streams
that took their sources from the hills where most of the
cities were located. Sometimes, the watcer was from the deep
and wide moats from which the earth used in building the

walls was extracted. In the dry sezson when some of these

sources of water dried up, deep wells were sunk.

26, Manuga M, Op. cit., pp. 15-18,

27. The use of durable materials led to the preservation of
certain gates today. XKofar Bai and Kofar Gayan in Zaria
where sun-dried bricks and stones were used are fairly
preserved today., See S.K. Mclntosh and R.J. Mclntosh,
"Pinding West Africa's Oldest City" National Geographics
Vol. 162 No. 3 September, 1982 pp. 396-,18.
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The circumference of the wall was never static. Walls
were gradually expanded to cope with the changing demands of
the society. At times, this cxpansion was to cnclose rich
farmlands or areas of wineral deposits. At other places,
the expansion was necessitated at particular critical
historical periods to accomodate more peoples The six
concentric walls of Oyo-Ile which enclosed an area of sixteen
kilometres exemplify this.28 The walls p.rformed defensive
functions and were employed for safe cultivation of food crops.
In terms of defence, the innermost wall and the outmost walls
mostly performed this role. At the outéermost wall, gates
were built along the main lines of communication between Oyo-
Ile and outside towns. Gate keepers controlled informants
that gave early warning of the approach of hostile forces as
well as sentinels that patrolled the well itself.2? The
defence management of the entrances could also be seen in the

way vigilant look-outs were provided on the outer wall.BO In
Kano, the 15th and 16th centuries extensions were aimed at

enclosing rich agricultural land and to provide space to

cater for yearly immigrants, rural refugees and captured

slaves.31 Zaria in the 15th century was forced to build the

28, Olubode M.A., City Walls and Embankments in the Savanna
and Forest Areas of Nigeria. B,A. Archacology Project.
Department of Archaeology, University of Ibadan,

June’ 1979 pp. 13-16.

29, Ibid pp. 15-17.

30. 1bid, p. 17.

311 Frishman A.; OE. Cit. ppo 212-2180
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Amina and Zaria City walls which were diffcerent from and

32 It is not clear whether the

larger than the earlicr oncs,
large concentric walls of Zaria bore uany close relationship

to the actual population size of the city at this time. The
constructionswere most likely, a true reflection of the popu-
lation size of Zaria for no state could afford to build a
capital that she could not easily defend ner maintain,

The constructional techniques of these walls differed
from one area to another. 3Some were near perfect circles.

The walls of Madarkachi, Kufena and the 12th century wall of
Dalla took this pattern. Others were fairly rectangular,
These included the Kona wall and that of Surame, These
structural differences were due tc differences in traditionsl
prejudices of the builders and the methods and materials of
construction which were conditioned by local geography.

The pre-colonisl citics of the Nigerian Savanna thus .G
emerged as a result of factors ranging from the cmergence and
consolidation of the power of the Sarskupma, the wars of
expansion and of consolidation, the dev.olopment of agriculture
and the effective control of the inhabitants of the cities by
a centralised bureaucracy. The consolidation of the power ol

the Sarki and territorial expansion wint hand in hend with the

32, Sce for example, R,A. Adeleye, Hausaland a31d Borno,
1690-1800" in J.F.A. AjJayi and M. Crowder, op. cit.
p. 490;
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construction of the mud city ualls.33 As a result, larger

resources were diverted to building, expanding and nmodifying
city wnlls on yearly basis. Tho wall secrved as a barier
againstenemy penetration. Cavelry ren lost mobility onee they
elinbaed - down the horse to fizht walled cities. The

wall thercfore symbolised thc npplication of society! imagi-
nation and ingenuity to the specific military, political

and econnmic situations. Wnll building became a science
where materials for its construction were consciously

chosen and building methods were tactically devised and
adapted to the type of topography nnd the type of the enemy.
The wall marked the relative sccurity of the ecity and henee,
its (citys) cconomic prosperity. This is why the evolution
of the Savanna wnlls and the development of the cities was
closely related to the evolution of political states,
Because most of the rural arcas could not protect their
subjects against invasion, they could not engender in them
any real patriotism or national pride, The city on the okher
hand, could extend its security functions to the totalityo
of its human interests.

This military accomplishment brought popular national pride
and tended to consolidate thesc citics into states. The
gmerzence the city was therefore on important stase in the

avolution of the state.

33+ Achi B,, "Hausa Trnditional Architecture: The Wallsoof
Fano nnd Zaria" Paper presented nt the Seminar on Aftrican

1 [6) ) 3 ;e University of lLagos,
Akoka 11th -~ 15th December, 19804 pp. 2 -~ 4.
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CHAPTER TWO

GEQGRAPHICAL BACKGROUNI: TO THE EVOLUTION
QF CITY WALLS TN THT SAVANNA BELT OF NIGERIA

Geography has played an important role in shaping the
history of the Savenne pecples of Nigeriu. It is the
geographical setting that has helped in creating the conditions
out of which the Savenna cities and city walls evolved and
developed. For a propur view of the histericzl developments
of the area, we must understand the interplay of physical,
climatic and biotic factors.

The Savanna belt of Nigeria lics roughly between 7° and
12°2 latitude north. This geographical position between the
eastern and western Sudan and betwoen the great trading states
of North Africa and those of West Africa like Gonja, Asante
and Dahomey, helped in the development of the states of the
Nigerian Savanna., They became mecting places between peoples
and ideas, Its strategic location alsc enabled the area to
play pivotal roles in commercial and political organization.
The flourishing commerce on which the prosperity of the
Savanna cities depended was fostered and protected by the
powerful rulers of the Savanna citics. Boecause of the operness
of the Savanna arca, there was the nceed for security for
traders along the trode routes and in the cities, Large
caravans were organised s against individual itinerant
traders, for sefecty. Walls were also built round the cities
to protect the business life of the cities and to help the

Sarki regulate trade. Thus, the peculiur geographical
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characteristics of the Nigerian Savanna belt necessitated
the fortifications and political and commercial organization,

This zone in East Africa supports the greatest diver-
sity and density of wild life., It has so far produced the
earliest remains of man to b. found anywhere in the world;1
In Nigeria, the Savanna belt has so far, preduccd the e
earliest cvidence of iron-working in sub-Saharan Africa and
the earliest evidence of urban life.?

The Nigerian Savenna belt is divided into two zones.

These are, the Guinea Savanna and the Sudais Saverma, AT Thowugh -
it is difficult to delimit these zones since there are few c
flear cut lines in nature, yet, an attempt can be made usiﬁg
the major plant communities and climate as distinguishing
features,

The Guinea Savanna forms the trensition  between the
Forest belt and the Savanna belt. It is divided into the
Southern and Northern Guinea zones both of which cover an
area of about 29,608 square kilomatrcs.B AS one moves

northwards, the conditions in the successive zones become

drier with fewer trees, This is why this zone has been

-

1. Conneh G., Three Thousand Years in Africa. Cambridge
University Press, (Cambridge: 1907) p. 1Z.

2. 1Ivid, p. 12.

3. Kowal J, M., and D.T., Knabe, An Agriclimatolopical
Atlas of the Northern State of Nigerlia with Dxplanatoiy
Notes. A.B.U, Press, (zaria 1972) p. 10.
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referred to as a 'land without trees but with much grass
either tall or short.*

The Southern Guinea Savanna has a thick vegetation of
barked trees which are as high as 40 to 50 feet. There are
also pockets of forests within this vegct=ational zone., Some
of these pockets of forests include Dupon Kurmi, Kurmin

5

Dangana and Kurmin Bonu. In the 19th century some of the
peoples in the Southern Guinea zone were concentrated in these
forests for defence,

The northern Guinea zone on the other hand, has
relatively shorter grass and is densely settled. There is a
variation in the types of crops produced in the two zones.

The major crops grown in the Southern Guinea have been yams,
cotton, soya beans, swamp rice and eassava, while those of the
Northern Guinea include sorghum, millet, groundnuts, cotton
and cowpeas,

The Sudan Savanna zone covers an arca of 148,800 square
kilometres,6 and provides one of the most favourable conditions

for the production of livestock and grains. The main crops

grown in this zone are millet, cow peas, beans, sorghum,

. Bourliere F. and M. Herley, "The Ecology of Tropical
savanna" Annual Review of Ecology and Systematics 1, 1970

5, Jones E.VW., "The Forest Outliers of the Guinea Zone of
Northern Nigeria" The Journal of lLcology Vol. 531, 1263

pp. L15-L3L.
6. Kowal J.M.,, and D,T. Knabe, op. cit, pp. 10-12,
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cotton and groundnuts. The zonc in most parts is relatively
fertile. This is as a result of the deposition of fertile
svils consisting of clay, silt and loam from the hills.
There are also deliberate attempts at fertilization of
individual plots by the farmers of this zone, There are,
however, poor soils in the zone like the lateritic and
latosolic scils which are heavily leached of scils and silica
leaving the upper layer with much aluminium and iron oxides.7
These acidic soils lack the essential mineral nutrients and
therefore, unsuitable for cultivation. This uneven distribu-
tion of soils made it possible for some areas to attract more
people than others. This greatly affected population spread
in the Nigerian Savanna. Areas like Birnin Kano and Birnin
Zaria, established on fertile lands near large rocks were able
to support dense and concentrated populstion, thus, encouraged
the growth of large political units.8
The differences in population distribution in the Nigerian
Savanna could also be explained in terms of differences in
vegetation and amount of seasonal distribution of rainfall.

The Savanna area is characterised by a strongly seasonal

rainfall. Since rainfall reaches the area from the Atlantic

7. See for.,example, Klinkenberg K, "Soils" in M.J. Mortimore,
{eds) zaria and its Regions. Occasxonal Paper No. 4
A,B.U, Press, (Zaria: 1970) pp. 57=58

8. Grove A.T., Africa {(3rd edition) 0.,U,P. (Oxford, 1978)
p. 148, See also Mortimore M,J., "Population Distribution,
Sectlement and Soils in Kano Province, Northern Nigeria
1931-62% in Galdwell J.C. and C. Okonjo, (edited) The

Population of Tropicasl ifricz Longmans, (London: 1968}
PP. = .



Ocean, areas close to the Ocean expoerience two rainy
seasons. This patturn of reinfal 1 is complicated by relief.
Mountainous areas receive more ruin than the sheltered
valleys.g Whilc the Sudan Savanne receives rainfzll
amounting between J00 and 1,000 mm (16=L0 inches) per annum

falling between June and Suptcmbur,10

the Guinca zone has an
annual rainfall above 1,00(ma a year st:rting from April to
October.11 Thuese differences in rzinfall distribution in the
Nigcrian Savanna belt is an important factor in determining
the patt.rn of agriculture in the area, The same factor
could have helped in the development of trade between the
different Savenna zones and betwuen the Savanna peoples and

distant plaCcS.12

This favourcd the growth of larger
communities.13 There is therefore, 2 close relationship
betwecn environﬁunt, climzcte and urbanism.

The Savanna belt is characterised by hills, plateaux
and rocks doted all over the area., These include, Kufena,
Turunku and Madarkaci in Zaria, Dall:., Gwauron Dutse, Fanisau

and Tanagar in Keno, Kwatar-gwashi in Sékoto, Jos Plateau and

Idiogun, Odunfa, and Agbaka in Oyo-ilc. Many of the anclent

9. Grove aA,T., op. cit., pp. 13=1L.
10. Ibid, p. 148.1
11, 1lbid, p. 1,8.
12. Usman Y.b., The Mmansformation of Katsina 1796-1903.
The. Overthrow 0f the Saranta System znd the kstablishment

aud Evolucion of the Emirzte Ph.D. Thesis A2.B.U, Zaria
10’,'1' p. 2!1' :



scttlements in the Nigerian Savanna bolt were ¢steblished
on or near thesc hills., In Hausaland, the hills attracted
many peoplc because they were believed to be the zbodes of
the Iskoki that could bring prosperity or misfortune to the
peoplez. In Zaria, the hills of Kufcna and Modarkaci were
believed to have buen cccupied by spirits held to be respon-
sible for the fertility of soils below thum.1u Such spirits

like Dang:lodima, Sarkin Ruwa and Sorkin Rafi were beliuved

te inhabit the hills and these werd worshippcd.15 The hills
also helped in the sccurity nceds of those who setiled on or
below them (hills), The religious wund definsive functions of
the hill. scttlements aitracted wore people and created the
conditions for the cmergence of the Sarki. The curly walls
constructed round these hills were relotively swmall depicting
the extent of the powers ¢f the sarakuns who ordered for their
construction. The Kufena wall, one of the csrlicst walls
be built in the Zaria walling seqguence, covered only one
kilometre in circumfercnce with litilc space for a large
populction.16 The consolidaetion of the power ol the Sarki

enablvd him te ord.r for the construction of larger walls.

1. Recorded Interview with MabLLeM BUHZRT (#B) Kwarbadl,
Zeris City 12th January, 1984,

15. 1Ibid.

16. Sutton J.E.G., "Pepulation Estimates from Selected
African Iron Age Sites" ffrican Histericsl Domopraphy:
Vol. 1I, Centre of African Studics, Univ.rsity of
Edinburgh, (Edinburgh: 1981) pp. 639-640.
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The 15%h century walls of ITon: @) Zozic alify %52 tho oxi@e-
tonce ~f a larac lahour f£yres 704 el heil?l anl maintain
these walls,

Hill gettlemenk mmn-t mly peerviiar t- woople of the
Nigerinn Sulan Savannn, “ven in tho fGuines Savannn, pzorle
lived »n hills or remote parts of forests., They continued
to live on those inaceessivle arens vntil the estahlishment
of British colonial alninistration in the 20th century,
which through certain policies, liscourized settlenment in
remcte arcag, Because of the relative isclation of the
Guinea Savanna pecples, ccupled with their sparse populations
and the apparent ahsence of contralisel administration, they
are remardod 28 stataloss.17 Jtates nre also swid to be
abgent here becaus: of the result of the developaont £ hard
lateritic crusts which are dofi~t2a% 2 risiznls arl thoerefore,
could not encourage larme poilation concontration in the

aroa.1 8

This implies taat th: puoples of the Guninca 3avann
were incapable of “oveloping o corplux veoany 8n that
differentinl in wealth, specinlization of lahour an? socicl

stratifieation, which are esscnti2l in state fornaticn, could

17. Horten R, "3tatelgss Sceictics in the History »f West
Africa" in J.P.A. ijayli ~nl I1, Zrowlor, (edited)

op.cit pr. 72 - T3,

180 Pritclhﬂ-rl J-Hl' 5 { a: {
Advanced Stulents, ' Loniom: Da 58,
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not take place on a large scele basis. But the pcoples of
this zone were not incapable of adopting techniques to
increase soil fertility since they intcnsively cultivated
lowlands and terraced hills,

States have also evolved among the peoples of the
Nigerian Guinea Savanna. Though the various peoples of the
Guinea zone were not united politicelly throughout their pre-
colonial history, yct they exhibited several types of state
formations. In this zone, therc was the systew in which various
sections of people performed differen® functions for the well-

< —
being of their communities. The form of government wes
essentially gerontocratic., It was a governmenlt by couneil
of elders, Mcmbers of this council consisted of heads of
lineages., Also, religious priests and age grades were used
which gffccted changes in the political set up. Thus,
kingship was rooted in almost every society in the Nigeriuan
Savanne, In the so called "stateless' socicties, it was
rooted in religion in which the pricst-king became the
carrier of the will of the spirits and of the ancestors in
the community. Differences in the rolitical .rgpuizalion
among the peoples of the Nigerian Savanna were therefore,
19

meinly cultural and not racial or biological, The present

i9. Amstrong R.G., Statc Formation in Ncgro Africa Ph.D.
Thesis. (University of Chicago , 1952) "The Development
of Kingdoms in Negro Africa" JHSN Vol. 2 No. 1 1960
pp . 27- 38 .




30

high rate of linguistic fragmentation and political
disintegrzation could alsc have been due to the abundance of
food in this zone and not &s a result of differences in

natul endowment between the Guineca and Sudan Savanna peoples.,

I. VEGET4TION

The vegetation of the Nigerian Savanna belt as it is
today, has degenerated. It has not alwezys been so. The
presence of Savanna types of vegetation such as cacti,
baobabs, shrubs and short grasses is an indication of climatic
change which greatly affected the vegetation. The dessicasion
of the Sahara which began as far back as 2,000 B.C.,20 was a
very very gradual processs which took hundreds of years., It
was the first serious development that indirectly affected
the original vegetal cover of the Nigerian Savanna. This
period witnessed a decline in average annual preclpitation
and a drastic rise in teamperature. Areas close te the Sahara
which had been under water begon to dry up. This development
affected the growth of vegetation and partly contributed to
the present environmentsl conditions prevailing over the West

African region as a whole, The evidence of rock painting at

20. Grove A.T. and R.A. Pullan, "Some Pleistocenc )
Palcogrsphy of the Chad Basin” in F.C.H. Wells end
F. Bourliere (eds) African Ecology and Human Evolution.
Routledge and Kegan Paul, (London: 196L) pp. 1715. )
See also T. Shaw, "The Pre-history of West Agrlca" in
J.F.A. Ajayi and M., Crowder op, cit. pp. 33-71.
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Birnin Kudu in iﬂim‘tc;‘g'l and at Bauchi, depicting hunting bands,
humped and humpless cows, indicate that in the past, prior to
the desertification of the Sahara, this area of the Savanna
belt which today is hot and dry, most likely had thickwgetel
cover that gradually dried up.

The activities of man and animals have z21sc helped in
destroying the vegetation. Continuous cultivation and bush
fires by man have led to open grassland and the growth of fire-
resistant trees: The size of the population also affects the
vegetation. In the Savanna where population has been highly
comentrated, the vegetation has becn equelly affectued. In
Oyo=-Ile up to 1836, the area was an open Savanna country
because it was mainly the centre of population and of economic
activities. But by the late 19th century, Oyo-lle nad grown

into a thick vegetation,zz

because the city had been sbandoned
giving room for the growth of thick vegctetion. On the other
hand, continuous culvitation in their new areas pushed the

limits of the dense forest southward.£3

21. Mahadi A, The State and the Economy: The Saratdta System
and Its Roles in shaping the society and eccnomy of Kano
with particular reference to the Eightecenth and Nineteenth
centurics. Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, A.B.U. (Zaria: 1982)
ppt 11+6'1L‘-9-

22, Law R., The Oyo Empire C1600-1836, & West African
Imperizlism In the Era of the ALlentic olave irade
xior

23. Lloyd P.C., Yoruba Land Law Oxford University Press,
(London: 1962) pp. 51-52.



-~
31.'_

The Savanna belt is also the mzin cattle rearing zone
of Nigeria so that overgrazing often results, lezding to soil
deterioration znd the southward cxpansion of drier conditions.

Because of the destruction of the vegetation and soil
by man and snimals, some people hold the opinion that the
hunan population and thet of znimals must be reduced if
desertification is to be CﬂLCde.Eh In an ecologiczlly
fragile cnvironment, high population density and the role of
animals may lead to the deteriorztion of the holitat. Their
effcets cun howsver, be controlled by man., The Kano Close-
Settled zone for ¢xample, supports greater population
densities on soils where intensive agricultural methods are
used. The ability of the scils of the closc-settled zones
of Kene, Katsine, Zoriz wand Daura to support high population
densities is not only becausce the soils are derived from
underlyinz rocks of the rranitic Basemont Complux,zs but also
becausc the inhabitants have over the yoars, intensively
applied manure, The application of animal dung on the soil

by nomads of the Nigerian Savenna, is also z2n attempt by this

B ;)
24. Brown L, " .World Population und Food Suppli:s: Looking
Ahead", United Nations VWerld Populetion Conference

25. Mortimore attributes the fertile scils of the close=-
settled zones of the Nigerian “svonna mainly to factors
that are natural. Mortimore M,J., "Population
Distribution", p. 302.
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group to preserve the ccologicazl balance. Thus, the reduction
of human and animzl populstion is not neccssary since, despite
disturbance of the vegetation and soils, they 2t the same time
help in scil regeneration through fertilization. Tho existence
of a varieties of trees in the Nigerian Savanna is a testimony
to the fact that man is not o deliberate destroycr of the
vegetation., These renge from adansonia Digitata (Kuke),

Parkia Filicoidea (Dorowz), Acacia Arabica (Gabaruwz), Shea
butter tree (Kadanya), Silk-cotton tree (Rimi), Bzobabe and

Date palms.26

The products from these trecs are highly
exploited for the production of materials ranging from mortars,

pestles, pillows, to drum hcllows for the use of the society.

II1. RESQURCES AND HUWAN ACTIVITIES T0_C1850 A,.D.

The Savanna belt has for leng been an area of high
productivity becausc of man's ability to uxpleit the resources
available within his area. The aveilability of fish in rivers
and streams like Rivers Niger, benue, Kadunz and Rima and in
the lakes like Lake Chad, led to fishing activities.

Vegetable gardening has also been practised along the lake

shores, river valleys and along the banks of streams,

26, Jackson G, "Yegetation Around the City and Nearby Villages
of Zaria" in M.J. Mortimore (edited) cp. cit. pp. 61-71,
See also H.V. Lely, The Useful Troes u% Northern Nigeria
(London: 1925) pp. 1-9.
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Herding is alsc practised in this zone. The availability
of grass and the absence of tsetse=flies that arc a menace to
cattle, wure important factors thatattracted 2 large number of
pastorzlists into the Nigerian Savanna.2? Cattle, sheep, goats,
horses, donkeys and cawels are grazed, cspecially, in the
Sudan Savanna. The relevance of thesc snimaels to the ¢conomy
of the Nigerian Savanna could be scen in the way certain
sections of the city walls were so created where cettle could
be safely guarded,Zo

Agriculture has been the mainstay of the society. The
employment of shifting cultivation wes related to the ferti-
lity cf the soils and population density in differcnt parts
of the Savanne belt., It was casy to cngage in shifting
cultivation where population pressure was low and where land
was not a scarce couamodity. Bocause of the seasonal nature
of rainfall, farming in most perts of the Nigerian Savanna
has been scascnal, except for places near rivers and lakes
where irrigation has been practised., This seasonal nature
of egriculture in the Nigerian Savanna mezns that in the dry
season, farmcrs had spare tiume to engage in other part-time

Jjobs. Such jobs included building, blacksmithing, siclting,

27, Grove A.T., op. cit. p. 148,

28, Denhan D, (vt al) Narr: tive of Tr:vels and Discoveries
in Northern and Centra
p. 51. In the city walls, cattle herders werc provided
with ¢nough aress for safe¢ herding and sonctimes got

chesp labour,
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weaving, military ectivities, schelarly pursuits and trade.
These later became full-time employments and helped in the
development of the Nigerian Savenna., The mobilizaticn of the
builders and blacksmiths for the construcion of city wzlls and
rivetiing iron getes and locks, helped in the development of
building tecnnology and blacksmithing in the Savenna cities,
The smiths did not only rivet Kyauraye and manufacture
locks used for locking the city guates, they were also required
to manufacture various war-related implements and sgricultural
tools, War and war-releted implements which the blacksmiths
of the Nigerian Savinna were required to manufacture included

Mashi, Xibiya, Takubi, Wuka, Gatzri, Barandomi, and horse

trappings like briddles, bits, stirrups, and spurs. Agricul-
tural tools manufactured by the blacksmiths used on royal
plantaticns and for the production of surplus by the peasants

to support the ruling hierarchy included, Galmz, Fartenya and

Sangwami. They also menufactured creft imploments. Many
important blacksmiths therefore emerged in the Nigerien
Savannz that occupied very sensitive positions in the hierarchy
of administration in most of the Savannz cities because of
the relevance of their implements in the military cxpansion,
agricultural producti on and craft production in the N:geTian
Savanna belt,

The iron orc for this job wus obtained from Toma. In

Kano, areas like Gaya and Delle were fomous for mining and
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29 The

smelting of ircn in the carly period of Kenu history.
uneven distribution of iron core and other resources and
features like rich soils, rivers, hills, 2and the location of
the cities, accounted for the differcnces in population
distribution of the Ssvanna ares, and hence, the growth ond
development of certain areas inte industrizl and commercial
centres,

Other trades that were carried out in the Savanna cities
included butchery, tanning and leather-working because of the
presence of domestic animels. M:ot-mzking, woed-carving,
pottery and hasketry were also important industrics in the
Nigcrian Savenna area. These various cconomic activities were
also organiscd into occupationnl guilds and helped in the
early development of the Savenna citics.,

Thus the effective exploitution of the availzble resowrces
in the Nigerian Savanna and the organization c¢f the human
resources into specialized occupational guilds led to the
evolution of the Savanne cities and the development of city
walls., While the physicel conditiun of the Savanna have
influenced human activities, the human activities OR
the other hand hove affected the physiczal conditions of the
Savanna area and affected population distribution and settle=-

ment patterns.

29, Jaggar P, "Kuno City Blacksmiths: Pre-=Colonial Distribu-
tion Structure and Organization" Scvenna Vol. 2 No, 1
June 1973, p., 1.
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ITI. PECOPLES, POPULATION DISTRIBUTION AND
SETTLEMENT PATTERNS TO C1850 A.D.

The Savanna be¢lt of Nigeriz was settled by man at an
early stage of history. Evidence testifics that man has been
living here since the Early Stone Agu.BO There are more
ethnic groups in this than in any other zone in the Nigerian
area., The more numcrous groups are the Hausa, Fulani, Gbagyi,
Tiv, Yeruba and Nupc.. Other prominent groups in the zone bur
comparatively fewer in number include the Kambari, Jukun,
Bariba and a host of others. The main ethnic groups connected
with this study are howevir, the Hzusa and Yorubaz.

The Hausa have had a long history of living together in
large groups. Their settleuent pattern took the form of
Geruruwa (towns) and Birsne (walled cities) surrcounded by
smaller Kauyuka (villages) and Unguweni (hamlets). The basic
social units were the gidaje (houscholds) headed by the
Maigida (household head), who wes usuelly the oldest men in
the household. A house (2ida) was composcd of immediate kins
and sometimes, distant relatives and slaves, depending on the
social status of the Maigida.

In QOyo-Ile¢, the traditionzl unit of settlement was the

Agbo=Ile (flock of houses), consisting of members of a

patr'ilirh;-a-.gu.3‘l These fairly large compounds were sited

30. Shaw T, op. cit. pp. 33-71.

31, 0Jo G.J.A., "Traditioanzl Ycruba srchiteccturce" african
N ) DU LN T X IR [ | T

—
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with an eye to ease of proioiion hecaust the more the
nunher of farmhanls, the casier it was s -roluce surplus.
From these scttlement mtterns, it —oull scen that the
evolution of the Savamnnna citica wvwms a raducl procesgs.
Bettlements gradually srew into citics nal later became
lar~er and more complex thereby atdracting many people,
Population of the Bavanna citi:s tereciore, 1il not out=-
: ; 32 . ;

arow focl anl water suppls at nny ~iven +tine, Thia is
why rathcr than people nigratins fro o $he eitizs to the
rmxral areas; it was tho other wiv rounT,

he presant settlenznt atti:irve 201 mvevulation 1istribue
tisn in the Mi-erian Savanna are theraforz not a lireect
reflection of the earliest "ntternn, The dessicntion of
the Sahara which tosk place alout 1,000 vears 2{%,33
affected the settlemant matterns an? nomwlntion distributén
in the Nigerian Savanna, The Jdessicatbn forecod somz sroups
of people tn move in scarch of nor gsourccs of =mter, The new
settlenentscame to be eastablishol nearrcliabhle sorces of
water, especially, near rivers or hills where the water table
is hiszh enouzh for shallow wells o e Iuji The cluster of
settlements in the Xano close=gettled z:.n¢ around existing

streans or at the base of hilla, is zn inlication of the role

32, See for exanple, B,.chi, "Iilitarv .rchitecture and
Warfare in lausalands The Walls of Eano anl Zaria® 9
2artmental Seminar, Ddepartnent »f 3ociolosy,
niversity of Jos 25th April, 1985 pp.8 - 10

33 Grove A.T. and R,4. Pullan o cit rr. 1 - 15
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of water and fertile scoils in urbunizatic:n.Jh

The concentration of population in the Nigerian Savanna
cities was also associated with the availability of resources
like iron ore, wood, cotton and wool. Location of the cities,
especially, near lines of communication, was an added
advantage for the attraction of peoples from various areas,
This enabled cities not only to asscmble raw materials for
manufacture, but could also easily distribute goods to the
respective markets. Such cities thercfore grew to become
centres of cxchange and ¢f improvements in production
techniques, This is why specialised crafts in the industry
and the guilds that institutionaliscd them were first formed
as city organizetions.

The construction of formidable wzlls created security
for the city and tended to attract people especially, those
that could not build such protective fortifications, into the
walled area. Thus, some of the rural areas that were often
targets of attack by the invaders of the city were abandoned.
Increased-rate of warfare in the Nineteenth century Nigerien

Savanna saw the abandonment of many settlements that were

34. Mortimore M,J., "Land and Population Pressure in the
Kano Close=-Settled Zone" in R.M. Prothero, (edited)
People and Land in africa South of the Sahara.

xford University Press, (London T972) pp. ©0-70.
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inndequately protected, This led to the increased rate of
urban growth of the Savanna eities, ™he extensive city wnlls
of Tano, Zarin, anl Oyo=Tle arc therefrre a nirrnr T the
exigtence ~f larze pomulatinn e¢-ncentratirng, This Aoes
mean that warfare was n prime mover ~f the city wmlls in

35

the Nigerian Savanna, Warfarc wos not however the only
factor in the Acvelopment of the city walls 2as will be made
clecarer in chapter three, Oyo=Ile however, secms to hav e
been more (# a military state, lere, increased dependence
on warfare for the survival and the develo ment of the state

led to the conquest and intemration of auny areas into the

34
netropolise The densely settled forcst areas of Yoruba=-

land today, in contrast to the denscly settled open Savanna
in the pre=19th century, points to» thc fact tht it is war-
farc that createl insccurity an? conpElled pconle €7 ecn-—

agregnte tosether in areas with natural 4ofenco.37

%5. See for example J. Vansinn, Tinmlons of the Savanna,
University nf Wiseonsin Press, (i"™lison: 1966) Passim,
Also J.D. Paga, "S~me Thoushts »n State Pormation in
the Western Sudan TBefore the Jeventcenth Century", Deston
University “apers in \frican Tistorvy Vol; I (Boston:
1964) pp. 19 = 34, He holds the opininon that the
States in the Sulan were the result ~f some "ecivili-
zed" invaders from Nnrth ' fricn, This 1iffusionist
view does not hold true for the Savannn cities of
the Wi-erian aren, They were the result ~f intcernal
developments

36. Law R, oD, cif. pp. 8 - 10
37. Ibid pp. 8 - 10
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The distribution of popul~tion in the Savanna belt of
Nigeria up to the 1850s was therefore dictated bv the
availability of adequate water supply, fertile farmlands and
other natural resources and the provision of adequnte defemsive
walls. In 1900, this pattern of pooulntion distribution was
changed when the Pritish coloni2l administration delibtarately
created new towns where modern nmenities were concentrated.
These new centres attracted many pcople from both the villages
and the old walled cities. A wide disparity was created
between the 0ld willed cities, the rural areas and the newly
created towns., Yety some of the o0ld walled cities like Kano,
Zaria, Ife continued to prosper. Their prosperity despite
the new centres of commerce wns a result of the fact that
the old cities themselves n2d been centres of administration,
religion, learning and of commerce, Some of the old walled
cities like Daura and Yatsinn began to decline,

The Savanno area has also heen a corridor of migration
and cultural contacts. %©efore the advent of the British and
the construction of motorable roads 2and rail-lines, many
communication networks existed. These connected all villages,
towns and cities and therefore cncouraged interactions of
vreoples, exchange of ideas and of commodities. In the Guinea
Savanna where there are many thick forests and hills the
tracts skirted round these features. These routes were not
natural phenomenon but were deliberately created by man,
Increase in the volume of trade and the development of the
Savanna cities helped in the increased importance which

these routes assumed and conseqrently enabled the cities to
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develop through their abilitv to activelvy participate in trade,
Thus while the existence of the cities encouraged trade and
led to the develonment of trade routes, the tradervoutes
on the other hand helped in the expansion of trade and
development of the cities, Theéﬁ%gﬂléngﬁﬁigiggggent items
from traders. They were also 2ncouraged to manufacture
products for exchange, The cities therefore became centres of
production, collection and of distribution. This location
also made possible for people from different areas to ex=-
change ideas. The rate of exchange depended on the frequency
of contacts and on the duration of contact. This helped in
improving the qualitv of products, administration and security.
The location also made poscible for the cities to be sustained
by the rural farmers since they relied on these for raw
materials, thousgh they (cities) also grew theirs both within
and without the walls,

Vriters like Mabogunje are of the view that the Savemna
area had always made man 2an imperialist, That because of the
expansive nature of the terrain, people of this zone were
tempted to conquer and dominate other peoples.38 But nature
hardly creates routes for people anywhere to easily move out
to conquer other people. In the Nigerian Savanna, wars of
conquest were waged not for the love of war but were aimed
at dominating the economy and human resources of relatively

weak 3tateg.39 It can hardly be established with any

38. Mabogunje A., "Tha Land and Peoples of West Africa" in
Ajayi op, cit. p.6

39, Aehi Bs . Militory Tacino’ 7, ped
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certainty that tne pecples of the Savenna belt could move
more easily than those in the feorest belt, by say, the 14th
century when serious wars of conguest were waged in the

L,O

Nigerian Savanna, Without an exact knowledge of when the
climatic differences came to exist between the forest and
Savanna belts, we cannot, therefore, state categorically
whether it was the terrazin that nelped in the formation of
states in the Savanna belt of Nigeria. It would seem that

the desire to conquer and dominate others does not lie in the
environment alone but zlso depends on the sophistication of a
people's political organization, the level of their technology
and their cconomic base. Though the cnvironment influences

tne economic bas., political organizetion ana technoclogy of a
people, it hardly wholly detormines peoples' actions and
temparament, If terrzin alone were the uain determining

factor in empire building, thea it would have been hardly
possible to expeet to find such large eumpires in the decp
forest like 1le-Ife and Benin which have o long nistory of
existence., The development of cities and states in the Nigerian
Savanna belt cannct, thercfore, be attributed to the terrain
alone but alsc, to the combination of facturs ranging from
economic snd political to the technologicol base of the society

and the advantage of strategy.

40. Mcergan W.B. and R.P. Moss, "Savenna ond Forest in Western
Nigeria® in Protners (ed). Peoples and Land in africa
South 2f the Sahara: Readings in Social Geography
(OnUoPo y Ib.’:taézn, ‘97?) p. 21 -
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CHAPTER THRRE
TG _EVOTUTION OF CITI IS AD TH2 NBVELQ PMELT

OF CITY WALLS IN T'E 3AVANWIA BEIT OF THE NIGERIAN AREA

1. INTRODUCTION

The history of cities and city walls the remains of
some of which we still sce in many mrts of the Nigerian
Savanna, dates back to at least the 9th century A..D.1 This
historical antiquity of the cities and their walls has been
made known to us through songs of dynasties, travellers'
accounts, the files of colonial administrators and the work
of archaeologists. The city wall of Daura, the legendary
centre of the seven Hausa States, is said to have been
constructed many decades before the Hausa era, It is said to
have been started by 2 Dawra ruler, Tan Tsawani, who reigned
in the 9th century.2 This maken the Daura wall one of the
oldest nown city walls in the Vigerian Savanna, The city v
wall of Wano is said to have been gstarted durine the réign
of Giiimasu dan Warisu (C1095~1154 a.n.)3 The wall was vrpind

expanded on two different occasions, TFirst, during the reign

1. See for example, H, T. Za'ad, 'lausa Traditional Architecture
in a Historical Persm:ctive” Taper presented at the Inter-
: 3 - I s5tudies, University of Sokoto,
October, 1983 p.7.

2‘ Ibid PP. 6 = 70

3. See for example H.R. Palmer, op, cit pp. 25 - 26, See
also A Dokzji,Kano ta Dabo Cigari, NNPC, Zaria 1978 pei3.
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of the famous and powerful Muhammadu Rumfa (C1463-1499 A.D)

and the other occasion was during the reign of riunammadu Zaki
(C1582-1618). The wall of Katsina was built during the reign
of Ali Mirabu (C1568-1572 A.D), the third ruler of the Korau

dynasty.h

The belief in late 16th century construction of the
Katsina wall is strengthened by the comment of Leo Africanus
when he visited Katsina in 1516. He only talked zbout Songhay
attack on Katsina without making any reference to the city
wall.g indicating that the wall wes not yet in existence
then, All these point to the fact that the Savanna citices

and their walls are of great antiquity.

Settlements in the Nigerian Savanna however, did not
start off as cities. The evolution of cities and the develop-
ment of city walls were complex processes which took hundreds
of years to accomplish. The fusicn of many small clusters of
settlements into towns and cities was gradual and it was not
easy for would be powerful individual rulers to establish
control over the wholc community in a short pericd. Most
cities in the Nigerian Savanna therefore, had to pass through
certain evolutionary stages. It must also be stressed that
the evolution of settlements and the development of city walls

was not uniform in all cases. While some evolved slowly and

L. Ibid pp. 185-186.

5., Africanus L, A4 History and Description of Africa.
Translated by John Porry, 1600. (New York: Burt Franklin
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directly from simple agriculturnl villeges into large znd
complex cities, others grew inte towns, stagnatcd and later
withered awey and disappcnred. Scme of those that disappeared
included Turunku, Durbi ta-Kusheyi, Sentole, Kwiambana and
Suranme,

Evidence exists which testifics to the carly occupation
of the Saveana area especially, where the city walls were
constructed, In Kino, Zaria end Oyvu-lle, there is evidence of
pot sherds, grinding stines and broken stone axes indicating
a stone fge habitation. The continuous hebitstion of these
centres is backed up by the presence of stone circles with
mud buildings located on the hillis, suid tc have been the
foundations of granarics and of dwelling horm;-s.6 These various
stone circles could have been difforent independent gidaje,
each headed by the Maipgids, Each of thisce gides je was most
probably, inhubited by family groups having kKinship ties.

The early nucleated families might have recognised no other
central authority :part fiom the Lumedizte authority of the
Maizida., Jv some parts of the Nigerisn Savanna however,
certain individuals exerciscd spiritual powers over lerge
territories long before the enmcrgence of states in the formal

sense. Barbushe in carly Kanc for example, exercised

6. Obayemi aM,U., "aspects of Field Archae~iogy in Hausaland®
Zaris archzeclopgy Papers (Vil. I, A.B.U, (zaria 1977) p. 2.
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authority over a large territory. This power was derivea
from religion.T

In the course of the evolution of the society over many
centuries, the patrilineal authority of the Maigida was
superceded by a political system based on territorizl autherity
which incorporated many femily grcups inte @ city and later
into a state.a

It was the develcpment of lineage settlements into wards
and wards into villages and later, into cities in response to
threats posed to the inhabitants, either by ¢ncmies or natural
disasters like prolonged droughts and fumines, or the desire
to exploit available resources of a given aren, which led
toward the evoluticn of the birni type of scttlements. In
Kano for example, some of such early scttleumcnts that were
later merged to form birnin Kono included Dalla, Gwauron Dutse,
Zage, Dorayi end Madabo.g From the 75th century, other
settlements founded by iumigrants were incorporated into the
city. These included Zango, Goron Duma, Makams, Shatima,
Chediya, Chingau, Sheshe, Dezrma, Tudun Nufawz, Dembazau,

Makwarari and Cigar1.1o

7. Dokaji a, Ksno to Da%o Cigeri NNrC, (Zaria 1958) p. 11.
See also H.R. Palmer, The Kano Chronicle in Journal of
the Royal anthropological Institute 33, 1908 pp., bL=b7.

8. Smith A.,, "The Early States of the Centrzl Sudan" in
J.F.A. AJayi and M. Crowder, op. cit. pp. 185-188.

9. Paden J.N., Religicn and Political Culturce in Kano.
Berkeley, (U.S.hs ) P. 19.

10, Recorded Intervicw with Alhaji MURsAMA-DU INUA (AMI)
Kofar Nassarawa, Kanc 15th Jznuary, 1383,
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Some of these Savanna settlewmcnts grew :nd continued to
prosper, The Dalla settlement prospered due to  the exis-
tence of natural resources like iron ore zgna charcoal=-
making trees in the arca.'| Dulls wes -lso the centre of
traditional re¢ligion which attracted worshippers from all
parts of Kasar Xano in crder to offur socrificces to the god
of Tsumburburai for blessing, This crentod i central
authority in the pirson of Barbushe who becnmne the medietor
between the spirit world and the living populotion of Kan0.12

The location of Dallez un relatively fertile soils
consisting of silt ond clay, '@ cnsbled the producticn of
grains, cotton, groundnuts, tobacco and cattle. This helped
in the economic prosperity =nd politic:l development of the
Dalla settlement. Her strategic location in the central Sudan
and along the trans-Sahsran trade routes mode her to' prosper,
By tapping the resources «f this trade, shue was cncouraged to
also produce gooeds for exchrnge :nd cuntirucd ) ;ruw. Between
the 15th and the early 19th centuries,  thor scttloments

occupied by immigrants, sprang up in the D-1lla erea and helped

11. Darling P.J., "Iron Smelting in and Arcund Housaland,
Nerthern Nigeria" Paper prescnted at the Sth Congress
of the Pan African Asscciation for Prehist:ory end
Rclated Stuaies. fuseum,
Decenber, 1983, pp. 1-4.

12, Dokaji A., op. cit. p. 11

13. Mortimcre M.J. and J. Wilson, "Land and people in the
Kano Cleose=-Settled Zune" Qccasionul Piper No. 1 A.B.U,
(zaria 1965) pp. €77-687.
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in diversifying the cconomy of Y¥ano City. Such centres i -
cluded Madabo, Tudun Nufawa, Dorayi, Shatima, and Danbazau,
The immigrants who occupied thesc settlements came from the
Western Svdan, Jorno, Afades, Suveland 2nd Yorubaland, 14
Some of thesc immigrations especially, by the Wangarawa,
Beriberi, Fulani, "ufawa and by people from neighbouring
states like NDamagaram, are recorded,

In 1432 for example, onc¢ Othman "alnama, a deposed Jorno
mrince, is reported to have ascttled in "ano with about 1,200
followera.15 They were settled in “nravi.16 This early
immigration of Rornawaiinto Tano was due to political instabi-
lity in Kanem and Borno, Subsequent immigrations of Bornawa

into Vano in the 18th century were the result of severe drought

which kit the area.17 These immigrants settled mainly in the

14, rerchonock N., "Occupation and dBBldBnCB in Kano City",
Paper presented at the ﬁgmingn

entral Sovanna of | rica, AiB.U, (Zaria
1976% P«i10.

15 ©See for example A, Dokxaji, op. cit. P.18, iHe dates
the arrival of the Borno orince to Kano to late 15th
Century. See zalso Frishnan A, "Tbe Population Growth of’
Kano, Nigeria™" in
Proceedings of a Seminar Held in the Centre of African
Studies, - Univeralty of 3dinburgh (3Idinburgh, 1977)
Pp. 216 217, Frishman egtimates the number of people *
who came from Zorno to have been 1,200 baged on the sgize
of the area they occupied., e did this based on
Clapperton's assertion that in ¥ano City, one-third of the
area was occupied while the remaining two-thirds was
left for farming and herding,

16, Ibid pp. 216 - 217
17. Tovejoy P.B,, and S, Baier, "The Desert-side Bconomy »

of the Central Sudan"” + “
African Historical Studies Vol. VIiIiI, No. 4, 1975, p. 570.
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eastern and southern parts of Kan'. in such placcs like Birnin

1
Kudu, Rogc, Rano, Zarewa and awarzdo. 8 sume of them osccuplied
such wards in Kanc City like Beriberi, Goburi, Zezngon Beriberi,

Yon Doya and Faggc.19

It was tnese Borncesn immigrants whe
established lodging houscs fer long dictance traders, seld
horses, salt, potash and slaves. They therefore, helped in
diversifying the economy of Ken. and alsc in th. development
of the city.

In 1463, Wangarawe immigrants from the wWestern Sudan under
the leadership of Abdal-Rahman Zegoniti arrived Keno with
3,636 pecple whe were staticned at Madebu .20 These 2arly
immigrants were associated with 1sl=umic wirda and administration.
Later, most of these immigrants camc to boe associated with
manufacturing and luong distence traJc.‘I They seitled in Kaneo
city producing such items like footwerr, bags, lein cluthes,

cushions a#nd fans. These Wangerawa &i8c Sew eXpensive gowns

for Sarakuna.22

18. Smith M, Baba of Kero: & Women of tac duslim Housa.
Faber, (London: 1954) p. 37, 107,

191 Mdh?di hc, (..‘El cit. e 118.

20, Al=Hajj M, The Asl-al Wangariyin. Transloted as “A
Seventeenth Century Chronicle on the Origins and
Missicnary Activities c¢f the Wangarawa" Kon: Studices
Vol., I, No. 3 1968 pp. 7-16. See a2lsc jinonymous,
Hausawz 'da Makwebtansu NNPC (2ariz 1971) p. 29; and
Dokaji A., op. cit. p. 23. It is n¢t however certain
that the nuEE:F*ET people given actually reacned Kano.,

21. Mshadi A., op. cit. p. 112,
22, 1Ibid. p. 113.
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The Pulani also moved into "asar ano from the Yest,

They arrived in Yausaland between (1452 and 01463.23 In the

16th century, Ieo Africanugj;oported to have scen a great
number of cattle in Kano.24 This indicates that by that time,
many fulani have gettled in Wano. Most of the Tulani

settled in areas vhere +4here was rich pasture, In the city, the
presence of such rivers lilke Jakara, Gosau and river Tukurawa
and the reservation of a walled area for safe herding,
attracted many Pulani. Such wards in Kano city like Xuri,
Danbazau and Yolawa,25 were settled by Fulani. In the 18th and
19th centuries, with increcased insecurity faced by Kano

from Ningi, Hade jia and Maradi, a2 policy of sedentarization

of the Fulani was pursued where they were given free land,

26

geeds and also exempted from corvee labour, These favour-

able conditions attracted a larsze number of Fulanis to settle
in Fano city. Tere they could also =zet checap slave labour

-

for the development of estate agpriculture and

25 :glmer H.R., op. cit. p.110

24. Africanus I, op, cit. p. 29. 1t is however, highly
doubtful that ILeo Africanus did actually visit Tano.
His information about the Central Sudan was gathered
from other people who had visited the area,

350 Mﬂh&di A.' Ml pp.114 - 115

26, Hiskett M., "Kitab al-Farq: A Work on the llabe Xingdom
Attributed to Uthman dan Fodio" J,.S8.0.4.5. 23,
(Tondon: 1960) pp. 482 - 493, 3ee also M, Last, "Some
Aspects of Caliph Bello's Social Policy" Xano Studies
No. 2. July 1966 PDe 57 - 59.



for cattle rearing. Their dairy proaucts were wlso sure of
being suld in the Kurmi market, The Fulani aclsc sottled
sutside the city well in such towns like Shenono, bubeji,
Kiru, Jzhun, Kunyz, Sankar:, Danbatts, Ringin and EKirnin
Kucu.27
Nufawe also sterted to scttle in Ken. ia the late 18th
and early 19th CUnturius.gs They seirtled in Turdun Nufawa,
Dalma, Madungurum znd Mormare wards in Kano city. They
specialised in weaving, dycing =nd thc procucti-n <f Saki
guwns.zg It was thesc specialiscd imul rents Irvo the western,
Eastern and Centrzl Sudan who linked YKon. commercially with
the markets »f the Middle Niger, conflucnce region, Borno and
other arcas of West Africa, The city .r Kun. developed te
the extent that it came tu provide a logicul setting for
economic specializati-n, storage, cxchnge ond rodistribution.
T2 Abdullahi Smith, it was the result i the ifummigration
intc the Savanna area by pe plus from fer-awey ploces, rather
than the result ~f natural increasc, wnich aided the evoelution
30

cf the birni. Immigration however, Jues not seem to have

27. Mahadi A., op. cit pp. 114-115.

28. Greenhill C.J., Langusgzes ot sfrica Blicvamingurn,
Indiana University Press, 1960, po. €.

29. I‘iﬁha‘li ;:'L. ;] ‘-'Eo Cj-tp ¥ pp' 119-‘1._‘().

30. Smith ;.,, e Cl‘t. Pe 167. St mlse M. .I..-‘:.St tlEﬂrly
Kanc: The Santolo-Fangwai Scttlewent System" Kano Studies
W01o1’ Nu, h’ 1979’ Pl 7"8.
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been the only fact r in the evolution ~f the Savenna birane,
Though peuples from & variety . f backercunds migrated into
the Savanna arex at different tines ana  Ifered cpportunity
tc the city inhabitants to acquire niw lrece wil skills, this
does not mnean that inmwisrints were rosy hoibl. for the deve-
lopment ¢f the Saveanne citics, Theird were very meny centres
in Kasar Kan-. fir exarplc, thot sLirqctes = larce nunber of
imaigrants and yet, did n.t cvelve int: cities. In fact scme
of them declined while <thers e¢ven witheroed wey, Santolo and
Guiye were femous in irn smelting, The inhovitents from
these towns were also actively engeged in the trans-Saharan
trade., Peoples like the pernowa, fzalawe, Tusregs =nd Wangarawa
settled in both ~f thcm.31 By the 16th century, Santoslce had
cullapsed and was abanduned while Caiys continued to exist
though not a prospercus tiwn, Birnin Xudu a0 Guilowur were
also centres of dycing and of the productin f high quality
indig: and costten. They were als. fameus £ .0 the production
¢f guince corn, locust beans, ond wa.Q o rr;n4.32 They both
attracted dyers and grain dexlers from A ades, Auy: and Gobir.
Yct, none <f these cver evolved Inte a city,

It was nut only a matter of dense population that
transformed some parts ~f the Savannu arca into cities but

was @lsc due te the security such centres enjoyed c:upled with

31. a"lahadi J;.’ u'pl cito E-Jl 360
32. Ibiﬂ, PP . 31].-36.
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eccnomic prosperity, technoloplcal develupmeat and the dynamism
of the central administraticna., Citics <f the Nigerion Savanna
were therefcre, not crected cvernight thr ugn expansicn of the
populaticn as a result of immigratior, noor was it thraugh the
work of powerful c:nguering hurdes from the Hdiodle 'r-'.ast.33

They were, rath.r, the result of = long pr ocess - f the conscious
efforts by the pecples t» adapt t- their geculiar historical,
econumic and gecygraphkic situations.

II, THE ROLE OF TECHROLUGY IN THE EVOLULIGN GF

SAViHN: CT TIES

The course ¢f the evaluticon of citics in the Nigerian
Savanna belt was directly influenced by technol gical progress,
The technoulogical chenge fr.m the use 2 stone and wocd to the
use of ircn dating back to the 7th century in b.th Kano and
Zaria,3LL aided the devilopaent of {araiag skills and permanent
settlements, It was an importaont fact- r in the risc< and
developucnt of cities and city walls.,

Some ¢f the wallecd citics of the Nigerisn Savenna were
located in places with lerge iron are doposits having high

laterite grade, In Kasar Kano for exemple, such sreas where

33! D\jkajl Aoy UB. cit. e M.

3. Willet #., "4 Survey »f Recent Results in the Radio
Cerbon Chronulogy of Westurn and Northern Africa® Jaf
XI1, 3, 1971 p. 36C. F:ur Zaria, Scc J.F.G. Sutton,
"Ircn Working Around Zariz" Z.P 8 1977 pp. =20,
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extensive mining and smelting mctivitics t-ok place included,
Dalla, Gaiya, Sheme, Kazaource and Bichi.35 In the Della area,
the iron rich lateritic cap ¢f Della hill was one of the main
sources of ore. It led tuv a flourishing ir n industry from a

36

very early date, This iron are was o«xploited for the manufac-

ture of such tools like Sangwami, galwa anl goteri woich helped

in the construction »f the walls, With tne construction of
the walls, there was the need to acnufacture ircn gates and
locke. In the cese of Kano and Zariez, this was a 16th century
developaent, In Oy.-Ile hcwever, gates were mule from palm
timber. Remains of timber gatcs have been cbserved in cne of
the gates.37
Iron ore was elso explaited for the wenufseture cf

agricultursl tools like fartanys, g 'lu-, louje and adda for
cultivation. The use of these agriculuur:l tools brought
iron-working technology intc 2 clouse relationship with the
econcmy of the Savanna sociceties, With the utilization of
iron implements, more land area was clcared especially in
Oyo-Ile that was in tne Guinea Savonna, and more crups could
be grown as a result of this developucnt, It helped in the

creaticn of agricultural surplus. This cculd have helped in

35. Darling P.J., up. cit. pp. 1-L.
56, idp. 2. '
37. Olubocde M.A., op. cit. p. 15.






