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ABSTRACT 

This thes i s e n t i t l e d "Nigeria 's S t ra teg ic In t e r e s t s and Role 
in the Decolonisation Process in Angola" examines the secur i ty 
implications of the south African invasion of Angola to Nigeria. 
The study examined the extent to which Niger ia ' s s t r a t e g i c 
i n t e r e s t s were at s take in Angola. The analysis of Niger ia ' s role 
in Angola revealed what the s t r a t e g i c i n t e r e s t s were and how these 
were protec ted . 

We es tabl i shed that basic s t r a t e g i c i n t e r e s t s ac tua l ly 
motivated Niger ia ' s involvement in Angola. These on a broad level 
involved Niger ia ' s s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l , economic and mi l i t a ry concerns 
that define her secur i ty i n t e r e s t s in the South At lant ic region 
within which Angola is located. In Angola i t s e l f , these secur i ty 
i n t e r e s t s were apparent in the threa t posed by the South African 
mi l i t a ry aggression. Also examined is Niger ia ' s capacity v i s - a -v i s 
South Africa, Zaire and Cuba tha t a lso played cruc ia l ro les in 
Angola: South Africa as the main antagonist of the MPLA and 

scalator of the war; Zaire as a haven for and supporter of FNLA a 
major l i be r a t i on movement; and Cuba as the a l l y of the MPLA that 
provided the mi l i t a ry capab i l i ty to repulse South Afr ica ' s 
aggression. Furthermore, a c r i t i c a l assessment of Niger ia ' s 
s t ra tegy in Angola is a lso made through the examination of the 
insiruments of foreign policy employed. That is Diplomacy, economic 
measures and propaganda. Analysis of the use of these instruments 
by Nigeria in Angola revealed the s i t u a t i o n a l nature of power 
depending as it does on such factors as h i s t o r i c a l circumstances, 
i he moral force tha t moulds the nat ional psyche and the d ispos i t ion 
of domestic public support. The c lear conclusion we found here was 
i hat power, espec ia l ly the mi l i t a ry aspect of i t , is not absolute . 

We came to the conclusion that the south African invasion of 
Angola threatened Niger ia ' s secur i ty i n t e r e s t s . The employnont of 
all the foreign policy instruments by Nigeria without mi l i t a ry 
force d i s c r e d i t s the hypothesis that achievoinont of secur i ty 
Lnterests is r e l a t ed to the efficacy of mi l i t a ry power. This is 
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moreso when the study proves that South Africa, the m i l i t a r i l y 
stronger side in angola lo s t the war. 

Furthermore, the study affirms the in t e r - r e l a t edness of a l l 
the instruments of foreign pol icy . It a l so proves that Niger ia ' s 
i n t e r e s t s j u s t i f i e d her ro le there and the s t ra tegy employed was 
ef fec t ive in achieving her goals in Angola. 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































