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ABSTRACT 

This study is a sociolinguistic survey of 

attitudes of educated Nigerians to English usage 

in Nigeria. It assumes the existence of a 

Nigerian English and identifies penultimate and 

final year Nigerian undergraduates specializing 

in Education and/or English as constituting a 

segment of the educated users of English. It then 

assesses the acceptability of selected Nigerian 

English lexical and syntactic items of usage to 

4:00 of the above-defined respondents randomly 

selected from two federal universities; the 

Ahamadu Bello University, Zaria in the North and 

the University of Calabar in the South, to 

represent a North - South balance. 

The matched-guise technique (MGT) of language 

attitudes assessment was used to elicit the 

reactions of the respondents to the selected 

items of usage. It comprised a free response 

Acceptability Rating judgement test and a 

complementary forced-choice preference test where 

the same items of usage presented in the earlier 

judgement test were paired with correct1 English 
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alternatives (British Standard English - BSE). 

By contrasting the free spontaneous reaction 

scores of the items with the preference scores for 

the same items paired with 'correct1 English 

alternatives, legitimate Nigerian English usages 

wore identified. 

From the analysis of the results obtained, 

the researcher came to the following conclusions: 

(l) that the attitudes of educated users of English 

to Nigerian English are influenced by allegiance 

to BSE, the 'correct' pedagogical model their 

schooling had exposed them to; (2) that much of 

the hitherto identified Nigerian English usages 

were actually transitional errors caused by faulty 

English language teaching and learning; (3) that 

in educated usage, legitimate Nigerian English 

usages are consistently preferred to the 'correct' 

BSE equivalents since the former reflect the creative 

use of the English language to accomodate the 

Nigerian socio-cultural experiences; (k) that the 

issue of a standard Nigerian English cannot be 

divorced from the notion of international 

intelligibility if the emergent variety is to be 

accepted as a medium of international exchange, 
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The implications of the above for the 

classroom teaching of English were that, the 

teacher of English had of necessity to be 

prescriptive by drawing the line between bad 

Nigerian English and linguistically creative usages. 

But that prescriptivism did not connote arbitrari­

ness, pedantry or unrealistic conservatism, else 

the teacher might find himself in a linguistic 

Siberia. 
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