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EDITORIAL

The articles covered in this issue range from topics in information technology to
library use. Akintunde’s paper details the migration of the University bf Jes Libraries into
the digital environment. Anuncbl’s paper exarmines the affect of pre-university iib‘raw use
by freshmen at the Federal University of Technology, Owerri, Adomi’s article fotuses on
staff attitude towards librasy practice exercise while Dahwa and Ibrahim examine the
role of the women-folk in the information profession. .

Faniran and EQuavoen’s paper is on the experience in the ¢onversion of their manuai
catalogue to machine-readable one at the Dike Library, University of 1badan’, Daudu's
paper provides an insight into how to introduce chitdren to non-convertional library while
the last paper by Daniel looks at the problems and prospects of virtual kbrary for Nigeria,

There is no doubt that some of these articles will ba found useful tn taying bare
some practical problems librarians face.

S. Olajire Olanlokun
Editor-in-chief
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USING THE NON-COVENTI_ONAL SCHOOL LIBRARY TO
INTRODUCE SCHOOL CHILDREN TO
LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICE

by

H.M.DAUDU(MRS.)
Institute of Education
Ahmadu Bello University
Zaria ' \

ABSTRACT

In most parts of the world, including Nigeria, the library has become recognized asa
crucial agentin the provision of educational facilities. This has been manifested in some
parts through statutory declarations. In many countries, there are National Libraries as
well as school libraries that have emerged as a result of the countries statutory
declarations.

Historically, the influence of libraries over education has been so glaring that they
should become compulsory element of formal education in many societies. In developed
societies, it has become inconceivable to think of a school that has no library facilities.
Infact such societies don t only have school libraries but specialized libraries side by side
with general libraries that could also be useful to the school children.

The Situation of Librarles I.n Nigeria

The development of libraries in Nigeria is not a recent event. In highlighting the -
development of libraries in Nigeria, Wali (2000) traced the historicai development of
libraries in Nigeria to the mid-sixties. He said within that period, Nigeria could boast of
five small public library systems, eighteen learned and research libraries and o crown it
all, a National Library of Nigeria in 1964. With the creation of more states in the country
starting from 1967, he said, more libraries became available to the general public.
Regrettable, he continued, this momentum is dead. Worse still is the fact that Nigerian
Libraries and information centers today cannot support the rapid transformation of the
Nigerian society in economics, education and democratisation processes.

- In the attempt to make things better, the Federal Government of Nigeria in each
edition of the National policy on Education (1977, 1581, 1989%(made provision for libraries
in schools. Knowing very well that the basic requirement for a better society starts from
the grass root, the designers of the National policy stated that each school is to be
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provided libraries with trained staff to run them, the Federal Government of Nigeria in the
90’ took a World Bank loan to improve the quality of primary education. The provision of
school libraries is one of the components of the programme for which loan was granted.
The National Primary Education Commission (NPEC) made efforts to established model
libraries in ten selected primary schools in each State and the Federal Capital Territory.
Despite their efforts these libraries are yet to be operational,

Libraries are needed in our primary schools as they are needed in secondary schools
for several reasons, Some of these reasons as Omoniwa (1995) summarized them are:

i. Libraries have been associated with the concept of life-long reading/learning.

ii.  Libraries, especially school libraries are desirable in order to inculcate into the
child, very early in life, the habit of reading for various purposes: education,
pleasure, information, cultural etc. .

We need libraries in our schools, just like we need laboratories. The library should
function properly to enable children to develop the skill of using books independently to
seek information and to read for pleasure.

Despite the laudable pronouncements of library provision that have emanated from
government, the situation in most public schools has been disheartening. In a survey of
the availability of libraries in some randomly selected primary schools in Zaria, the following
findings were made:

Tvve of School | pumber| Shodl Wit Sshasll s
Public School 6 - 6
Private Schools o 2 5
Staff Schools 2 2 0
Total 14 4 10

Out of the eleven (11) schools observed, only four (4) schools representing 28.6%
have libraries while ten (10) representing 71.4% do not have libraries. It can be observed
that no public school (Government school) among the observed schools has a library.

Types of Collection

1. Instudying the collection of the schools that have libraries, it was discovered that
there was a high concentration on textbooks, which means that the libraries in most
cases tended to duplicate the role of the school or parents.
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2. And there was a total absence of reference materials, newspapers or periodicals,
which has reduced the peculiarity in the ibrary serving as a dissemination centre of
infarmation.

The Problem facing Primary Schools

Mast schools cannat provide the resemblance of a library for their pupil or students.
Where libraries once existed, poer financial condition and poor maintenance have shifted
the efforts of school administrators. In many instances, the term library has disappeared
from school vocabulary.

The depressing condition of the paor state of provision of library facilities can be
summed up thus:

i.  There is lack of recognition of what rele the library can play. This condition can be
confirmed by the fact that in most public primary schools, there is no room designated
s library, What exists in some of them is library corner and even that does not meet
the standard of a library corner,

li. There are no professionals who can glve pupils proper guidance on the use of library.
Because pupils are stiil developing intellectually while at primary school, the
professional {Schocl Librarian) has a unique opportumtyto play 3 part in the pupil's
learning development.

fit. Government makes pronouncements on provision of iibraries in schools but hardly
makes funds available. Lack of funds is one of the depressing condition of poor
state of provision of libraries in schools. Availability of funds would enable the
school to have variety of resources and services.

What the library can do to primary schools

In accounting for the estabiishment of Nigerta School Library Association (N.5.L.A,}
Elaturoti (1998) said that the establishment was done as a result of their belief that
school libraries were the most effective way of building up a reading public that wili
effectively move the development of the country forward, and enabie it to function in the
21 century world civilization of computers and databases.

The school library functions as a vital instrument as well as a basic requirement for
quality education by enriching all parts of the educational process. According to Nickel
(1975). The schoo! library reflects and supports the philosophy of the schoal; it shares
and {mplements the school’s aims and objectives. The aims and objectives of every
school is to produce students who can be permanently literate, and the school library is
the institution that can ensure that through the provision of reading materials.

One of the main contributions of school libraries to educatian is to'equip pupils- with
the 'skills which will enable them learn more effectively through using the vanety of
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materials held within the school library will be needed by pupils in their adults lives as
members of an increasingly information conscious society and also if the pupils become
students in further and higher education.

Dike (1993) referring to the projects of the International Federation of Library
Association (IFLA), school libraries section, gave one of the roles of the school library as
“promoting voluntary reading for children and young people. Reading guidance and
literacy support are among the oldest roles of school libraries. Most children face obstacles
in learning to read due to many problems. As Dike (1993) puts it, some of such probleins
are parental illiteracy, poverty, the need to master a second language and lack of reading
materials. The library can easily step in to refief the children of these problems by
providing simple reading materials in the language they understand first, before graduating
to a second language, and by supporting them to produce their own reading materials. It
may not be feasible for a conventional library te take these roles that is why this paper is
proposing that classroom or non-conventional libraries thdt can easily be found in many
schools take the place of conventional libraries. The idea of a non-conventional library or
a "library” in every classroom is going to produce better book-lovers and better book-
users and indeed children with better reading ability.

Recommendations for establishing the Non-conventional Library

1. The class teacher shouid be exposed to some appreciable measure of library
professional activities so that he can be of assistance to the pupils. He will be able
to produce a record of the holding of the collection he has in the class library and
assist the pupils to use it to have access to the materials. This will serve as an
elementary introduction to library use.

2. There should be story hour which could be named library hour. During this period
the teacher will tell interesting stories to the children, he/she will encourage chiidren
to retell the story.

3. Asthe children retell the story, he/she will write it out on the board while the children
copy.

4, The children should be shared into groups. These groups will write out their stories
with the help of the teacher and make books of their stories.

5. These books will serve as “beginning collection”, The children will be encouraged
to borrow these books to read in class and at home.

Conclusion

Despite the recommendation of this paper to establish non-conventional libraries as
an interim measure for libraries in primary schools, it should not be the ultimate. Funding
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While we wait, the librariang in tharge of chitdrap section jn public librarieg shoufd
endeavour tg reach out with their Services to children jn schools, They should offer them
Services such as boo Services ang story hours, instead or Waiting ror the chitdren to
visit the Public lbrary,
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