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else— it is better to publish something in anything, 
even if only a government report, than not to publish 
at all (Quoted in Busch and Lacy, 1983:75). 

The reward system, the reality within which the 

scientist has to work, contributes significantly to the 

type of research findings that are reported. It is not 

unusual, therefore, to push the meeting of this need (need 

to be adequately rewarded) to extremes. Extreme situations 

often include the establishment of professional journals by 

certain interested society members (usually younger 

professionals). The journal, as the offical publication of 

the professional society, is therefore used as an 

instrument to enhance their publication interests. The 

interested parties often constitute themselves as the 

editors, associate editors, and editorial board members so 

as to positively influence the publication of their 

articles. And as soon as these individuals attain their 

desired professional pinnacles, they cease to serve in 

these various capacities of the journals they had held so 

dearly. The cases of at least three journals in Nigeria 

point to this assertion. The Nigerian Journal of Animal 

Production, Ife Journal of Agriculture, and the Nigerian 

Journal of Social and Economic Studies were all started in 

the manner described above. As at the time of writing none 

of these journals are known to be active. 

All these indicate that research may be undertaken by 

scientists in part to pursue their personal goals. In this 

regard to be able to publish their research findings in 

professional journals in order to be rewarded by promotion 
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