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ABSTRACT 

Attempts to establish the status and the 

public health importance of rabies in Nigeria have 

been undertaken using three states in Nigeria as 

models: Kaduna State which is centrally situated 

in the northern part of the country, Oyo and Lagos 

states in the South-west. 

Questionnaire interviews, traceback investiga-

tions and examination of hospital and health centre 

records revealed that in Kaduna state, between 

1971 and 1978, 1,495 people were bitten by dogs 

of which 79% were males and 21% females. Male 

children. 10-14 years of age, appeared to be at 

relatively higher risk of being bitten by dogs 

than female children in the same age group. 

Monthly distribution showed a high incidence in 

September, November and February. Thirty-seven 

point six percent and sixty five percent of the 

reported cases of biting dogs were diagnosed in 

differert laboratories as being rabid and the 

incidence of bite was higher in Soba areas and 

Southern part of Kaduna State than in the northern 

part. All the 15 people recorded in 3 hospitals as 

dying of rabies were males and the death incidence 

was highest among teenagers. 
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In Oyo state, 3,374 people were recorded as 

having been bitten by animals between 1978 and 

1981. Males also appeared to have been at greater 

risk of being bitten by animals than females. 

Among those bitten, 57.0% of males and. 49.3% of the 

females were 14 years of age or younger. The rate 

of bite exposure continued to diminish with 

increasing age. Ibadan and Iwo areas had the 

greatest number of bates. About 65% of the biting 

dogs were diagnosed rabid. Between 1971 and 1979, 

22 human deaths due to animal bites were recorded 

in the state. Of these, 5(4?%) were adult females, 

2(25%) were male children in the 10-14 year-old-age 

group and two victims, both of them females, were 

victims of cat transmitted rabies. 

In Lagos state between 1979 and 1983, 1,849 

people were recorded as having had bites from 

animals. Of these, 57.8% were males and 42.2% were 

females. Young people up to the age of 14 were at 

the greatest risk, making up 51% of the bite victims. 

Within this period, 27 deaths were recorded in the 

state. Of the 15 fatal cases with complete informa-

tion, 11(73.3%) were males and 4(26.6%) were females. 

Of the 11 males 4(36,4%) were children 14 years or 

younger while 2(50%) of the 4 females were children 
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14 years of age or younger. In 3 fatal cases, the 

biting animals were not known; the rest were bitten 

by dogs. The highest number of deaths, were 

recorded in 1967 and. 1969. 

A survey of dog-owner relationship in all 3 

states revealed that. 65,2% of dogs were kept for 

security purposes, and 15.2% as pets. About 91% 

were fed. on table scraps. About 76.6% roamed free, 

and more than 60% had never been given any previous 

medical attention. 

Serological surveys for serum neutralizing 

(SN) antibodies against rabies and related viruses 

in dogs and in humans in Nigeria revealed that out 

of 857 dog serum samples tested at 1:16 dilution, 

311(36.3%) were found to contain antibodies against 

rabies. Of 463 unvoccinated dogs, 142(30.7%) had 

neutralizing antibodies. Also 39.2% of stray dogs 

and 59.5% of known vaccinated dogs had SN antibodies 

at 1:16 dilution. Two hundred and forty-one dog 

serum samples were tested against Mokola and Lagos 

bat viruses at 1:16 dilution. Of these, 17.4% showed 

antibodies against Mokola virus and 5.8% against 

Lagos bat virus. 



Also, 350 human serum samples were tested for 

SN antibodies at 1:16 dilution, 28.6% were found 

to have SN antibodies against rabies virus. Age 

distribution showed 37% positive within the 40-44 

year age group and 40% in people above 59 years of 

age. 

Also out of 158 human serum samples tested 

against Mokola and Lagos bat viruses at 1:16 

dilution, 12(7.5%) had SN antibodies against Mokola 

virus and 4(2.5%) had antibodies against Lagos bat 

virus. These findings have established an evidence 

of infections by groups of lyssa-viruses of the dogs 

and the people of Kaduna, Oyo and Lagos states. 


































































































































































































