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ABSTRACT 

The problems of reading comprehension have been 

identif ied as serious impediments to learning at all the 

educational levels In Nigeria. These problems are 

complicated by the large class situation that is prevalent in 

the ter t iary inst i tut ions, especially at the Polytechnic level 

of education. The knowledge of those complex shortcomings 

have been responsible for the present s tudy . 

Two teaching approaches, interactive and the 

conventional or tradit ional were put side by side in order 

to see which of them would be more ef fect ive, or the aspects 

of the two that could be blended for the teaching of reading 

comprehension in large classes. 

Two types of instruments were used for collecting data 

for the s tudy. The reading comprehension test was used 

for measuring the subjects' achievement at the p re , post and 

feedback levels. The att i tude questionnaire was administered 

on the subjects at the pre- and post-treatment levels in order 

to collect data for the f ive at t i tudinal variables invest igated. 

One hundred and eighty students drawn from two 

departments in the College of Administrat ive and Business 

Studies* consisting of ninety students from Accounting and 

Finance and ninety from Business Administration formed the 

subjects for the s tudy . The research sample was made up 
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of two groups of experimental and contro l . Sixty hours (60) 

of teaching, t h i r t y in each group were the treatment period 

(10 weeks). The theoretical framework adopted took into 

cognisance the l inguist ic , psychol inguist ic, socio-l inguistic 

and pedagogical parameters which are necessary for reading 

comprehension. 

The statistics used for the computerized analyses of 

data were T- tes t , the ANOVA and the frequency 

d is t r ibu t ion . The SPSS package at the Inst i tute of 

Agr icu l tura l Research, ABU, Zaria and the Computer 

Centre, Kaduna Polytechnic, Kaduna were used for data 

analyses. 

Various investigations through the achievement test 

showed that the interactive approach was better in some 

cases while the conventional was better in some others for 

the teaching of reading comprehension in large classes. 

This study therefore recommends a combination of specific 

aspects of the two approaches for teaching reading 

comprehension in large classes. Majority of the responses 

to the att i tude questionnaire in both groups favoured the 

teaching of reading comprehension in large classes. 

The study ends with various implications and 

suggestions for teaching reading comprehension in large 

classes. 
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