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ABSTRACT.

THE OXFORD ADVANCED LEARNERS DICTIONARY DEFINED A
PALACE AS AN "officid residence of a sovereign; any large and splendid
house".

In African context, apalace is not only an officid residence of aruler,
but aso serves among other things, as the administrative and social
ceremonia quarters of most societies. Some palaces even fulfilled further
requirements of being residences of sacred kings of divine descents, the
focd point of religious ritua, the object of mystical awe.

Palaces are as varied as the societies they are found in. The way a
palace is designed depends entirely on the tradition and building cultures of
thelr societies. In most societies they are larger and more elaborate versions
of the commoner houses found in their area.

The ingtitution of the emir, paramount chief or natural leader still has
great significance in the African society. The people and indeed the
government look up to them for fatherly advice and peaceful resolution of

conflicts and crises.
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An emir, therefore, requires a conducive and an enabling environment
that would assist him in carrying out his responsibility as a father to the
society.

The emir of Zuru's present palace is out of tone with the standadrds
and requirement of a 1st class emir's palace.

An attempt is therefore being made to design a befitting palace for the
building culture of the people of the areas obtained in other palaces.

Thisis intended to be undertaking through the study and analysis of
indigenous houseforms in Zuru emirate to evolve a palace architecture as

obtained in other places of equal status.
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CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL INTRODUCTION
1.1  Introduction |

In Northern Nigeria, most Emir’s palaces have common characteristics
that are derived mainly from their broad siglarities of culture. These
similarities are not unrelated to the influence of the Sokoto jihad of 1804 that
formed mést of these emirates. Symbblic répresentalion of values are
exhibited in moé’r of tl;c.se palaces. |

In other Emirates that were not formed by the Sokoto jihadist, their
cultural value systems reflect inl their palaces. Zuru fall within the second
category.

The present emir of Zuru resides in his private house in the GRA,
mstéad of the emirs ﬁalacc which has been in existence for a long time. The
dynamic ha‘ruré of culture and tradition has made the existing palace
inadequate to meet the growing trend in palaée requirémeﬁts.

For the above reason, the Zuru emirate council in conjunction with the
local Governments under the emirate and the Kebbi State Govertnment are

proposing a new palace to be sited somewhere ¢lse in zuru town.



1.2 Aims and objectives
The aim of this work is to provide a palace complex reflective of the
socio-culture setting of it’s environment. To achieve this aim the following

objectives are sct

1. - astudy of the vartous house form in zuru emiraSe to ascertain their
spatial organisation

i the integration of the various house forms to evolve a palace

éfchitecture. |

iii  analysis of spatial ..organ_ization of some palaces to ascertain their

functions for possible adoptions.

1.3  Motivation
The chance to design a palace for Zuru that reflects the socio culturat
and building crafts of the people. A palace reflective of its environment as

obtained in most other palaces.

1.4 Design scope and limitation :
- The design scope will include the physical layout of the entire palace,

architectural massing and appropnate technology, all aimed at achieving

2



monumentality within the context of the environment. Careful choiwce will be

made of form, matertals and the application of decorating elements including

‘wall relief’s, motif engravement etc.

The Emir’s palace would be planned to comprise the following:

o i.

An administrative Area with court rooms
Emir and his family’s/dependent residential area

Residential quarters for palace functionaries/servants

- Worship area

Chinic

Out-door Area for ceremonies

1.5  Architectural Significance

The architectural significance of this work is the synthesis and

integration of different spatial house forms in Zuru cmirate, to evolve a

functional edifice that responds to it’s surrounding.

1.6 Reéeai‘ch Methodology

The sources of mformation for this work could be classified into two.

The primary and secondary sources. The primary sources include

among others the following:



1 - Field survey.
i, Review of related literature
i | .Inters{iews_
The secondafy sources include:
. 1 | Joumnals and magazines

fi, - Unwritten information sources

1.7  JUSTIFICATION
* The justification for this work is the need to provide a befitting palace

for the Emir due to the inadequacies of the existing one.



CHAPTER TWO

HIS.TORICAL BACKGROUND OF ZURU PEOPLE
| 21 Laocation

The area referred to as Zuru is located in the Southern part of Kebbi
'State , Nigeria, occupying an area of about 9000 Sgkm, it is bordered by
Zamfara State to the North and to the South is Niger State. To the South
west 1s bordered by Yauri local Government also of Kebbi state. This region
falls within the area of 4° E - 6°F longitﬁdes and 119N -12 ¥ N Iatitudes, in
what 1s generally referred.to as the Nigena middlé belt, that 1s, the area of

Nigeria South of Hausa Land, Southward to the Niger-Benue valley.

2.2  Zuru and its people |

Archeofogical survéy report on Zuru Emirate by Bitiyoung (1985)
- identified the present humaﬁ population of the Emirate as multinational. It
could further be grouped mto two broad categories for the purposes of this
stud&. First, those that claim long term settlement and or autochtonomy the
second is of the much more recent settlers who in fact regard themselves and
are also regdrded by others as recent immigrants or cven temporary

strangers. ‘In the first category are the  ACHIPAWA,



BANGAWA,DUKKAWA, TAKAWA, KAMBARI KATISINAWAN
LAKA and LELNA (DAKARKARI) |

It is characteristic to find different claims by these tribes as to their
origin. Some lay claims of origin from Hausa, particularly the Katsinawan
laka whé see themselves as immigrants from old state of Katsina which had
made political in road into Zuru region, especially from the 16“‘ century
A.D. They have. setﬂed down énd became an integral part of the area's
indigenous population. This commtmlity is concentrated most in the area's of
Bena and Wasagu of Wasagu District. The Bangawa also lay claims to be a
product of a migration ;;roccss that brought their ancestors from the Borno
Empire in. the North - East of Nigeria, having left Borno as a result of
political crises.

The first category consists of ACHIPAWA, BANGAWA
DUKKAWA, FAKAWA, KAMBARI, KATSINAWA, and LELNA
(DAKARKARI). It is charactenistic to find different claims by these tribes
as to their origin. Based on heir different origins hence, their different socio-
cultural practices, This group could further be divided two categories.

The first category c¢an be identified as "prlcdominantly Hausa
communities with Hausa origin and socio cultural practices. They include

the KATDINAWAN LAKA predominantly found i Bona and Wasagu arca

7



of Wasagu district. They lay claims to have immigrated from old state of
Katsina, which had made political in roads into region, especially from the
16" on ward, and were-able to settle and become an integrate part of the
area’s indigenous population. The Bangawa also day claims to be a product
of migration process that brought their ancestors from the Borno Empire in
the North-East of Nigeria, having left Borno as a result of political crises.
The are concentrated most in DONKO District. The FAKAWA are believed
to have moved into ZURU from FAKKA in present YABO district of
SOKOTO State in the 19" century. They seem to be the most recent
immigrant among the indigenous group in the region. They are predominantly
found in some parts of FAKAI district.

The second category in the group also lay claims to different origin and
migration route to the area. They, however, share similar socio-cultural
institutions and practices. It could be due to long time of staying together or
even common ancestral origin, in this group are the Achipawa, who are
predominantly found in SAKABA district. They are said to be an off shout
of the BORGO BARIBA people, the main sections of whom occupy the
middle Niger. The KAMBARI also predominantly found in SAKABA
district, have been linked with an old iron age culture in each at some site in

YOLAVA district of YAURI Emirate. It has been archeologically dated to



the second cenﬁ__u‘y {(obayemi, 1976). The DAKARKARI or LELNA form
_ . ki

the largest indigenous group in the Emirate. They are found in all the
districts, but predominantly in DABAI ‘district, As arguéd by an author
"They appear to have been formed by groups and individuals of diverse

- origins under véjying conditions " (AUGIAT1985). .

The above district socio-cultural groups form the indigenous human
population in ZURU Emirate, The highlight would be on them. :

The second category are the latter immigrants that are still congid;:red
as sﬁmgers w]ilich include FULANI, other—HAUSA“s , IGBO, YOR@A
and several others from \;an'ous parts of Nigeria and beyond. T

2.3 Traditional Social Organization : o ;’

In discussing the traditional social organization in Zuru Emirate, two
dig.tinct social organizations can be identified. The social organization of the
peéple identi.ﬁed early in the write-up as having little or no Hausa influence.
Thi.s fdrms the prcdomina;lt group in the area. Thejz iﬁcludc the Achipawa;
Kambari, Dukkawa and Lelna (Dakarkan). These people have very similar
traditional social organization with little modification from area to area. The
secand group are thosc with full Hausa traits and influences. They include
the Katsinawap laka, Bangawa and Fakkawa,.

. .
’ fl ‘,-"f U S
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In thf; .ﬁrs:t category, the Dal;arkari are the dominant group, hence their
sqcial organizaﬁon Iwill reﬂeét to a very large extent the rest of tﬁe olthcr.
tn'beé.

Among the Dakarari, therefore, the traditional society is in hierarchy
and made up of an equal social class at the top of social ladder are the chiefs
(gomo) . Arounld the chiefs are other privileged titled members in the society
including priest of réligious cult, cian head-chief fanners and head hunters.
These peopie welded power, authority and. influence in the traditional
society. Below them are the bulk of the population orgamzed in age sets:.
Women are generally silbordinated in the social structure as although they
perform very vital function in reproducing society.

| The social orgalﬁzation of the second group with Hausa traits and
inﬂuencés are as oﬁtaiﬁed in any Hausa community. With the early influence
§f Islam on these .comlx.nunities, Islamic reli'gion m.odiﬁed their social setting
early in history. The chiefs (Sarakuna) are on top of the social ladder closely
following are the members of the Arnstocratic class- title holders, warriors,
wealthy merchants (tajirai} and professional artisans, then the bulk of the
community. Women also occupy the last position in the social ladder. They,
however, contribute their quota to the economic and social development of
their socicties. |

10



Traﬁsition from traditional social orgglnizéti011 to the present societal
s’ettihg, was .as a result of the d.isint.egrat.ion of the older values due to
increasing class differentiation, occupational sophistication and grouping;
concentration of wealth in the hands of private groups; external migration
and co]opial conquest. Despite changes in the social order, traits of the

former still persist in the societies of Zuru Emirate.

2.3.1 Marriage s?stéms
. From a simple definiﬁon, marriage refers to a union between two ﬁr
more persons of the opposite set, where period of relationship is expected to
go beyond the period of gestation and the birth of children.
Difterent societies practice different forms of marriages. For all the
~ societies in Zuru Em.lirate, marriage is regarded as a legal mstitution and
form the integral part of their exi.stence especially in relation to child
bearing, rearing, regulation of sexual behaviour ( incest, taboo, maturity
,bravery, strengthening- of affinity, relationship e.t.c.).
N Pre-requisites of marriage do not, however, cut across the socicties of
Zuru.  Each society while having similar pre-requisites has some unique

requirements and practices in marriage ceremonies.

........



mother or aunt, who are by custom expected to place the ring in one of their
fingers.
On receiving the good news, the Boy sends 20 cowries through the
same delelgation to the mother. of the girl. Conseduently, a detailed
arrangement for the marriage would be worked out including "Golmo”.
After the presentations have been done with little variation on items
presented from one place to the other, the boy becomes betrothed to the girl.
The custom allows the boy to continue to pay visits Ito the girl. He (the boy)
reserves the night to challenging anycine he finds making overtures to her.
The pr.ocedurelz menticmed e;bove.is done before tlI1e girl reaches puberty. The

movement she is identified as a mature person the boy joins the Golmo.

2.3.2 Golmo

When it becomes celftaiﬁ that the gutl is betrothed to the boy he joins
Golmo. It refers to "the céntract of agricultural service each year". In other
words, Golmo alsol refers to an inlstitut.ionaliscd agricultural service by the
suitor (Tuku) to the parents .of' the girl (ladi).

It 1s revealed that the usual period of Golmo was six years but

sometimes it is extended up to seven.

13



At he endl of Golmo pentod the betrothed wife joins her suitor jn
| accordance with‘the customs. At this junction, ﬁnal initiation is made into a
statﬁs of II.:l ﬁ;ﬁ-ﬂédged rriarﬁed woman. The negotiation and preparation .for
making the final stage of marriage of a betrothed girl is carried out during the
festival of Uhola,. During the festival, a betrothed girl will be presented as
Yadato, meaning that she is married now therefore; she can no longer stay
with her parents. The lady will be well dressed in Iher attire‘while drummers
and éingers will bé shawering praises on her beauty and her family members.

| At the end of the festival, the parent§ of the bridegroom will se':ek for
| permission from the par;nts of the bride to allow her to spend a day with
them, when the request is granted, the bride and her friends will sleep in the
house of the in-law only to leave very early in the mormng, after fetching
| water for the parents of the bride groom.

| The departure of ll;hc bride and her friends from the house of the in-laws
is marked .with Sxet another céremony. The parents of the bride groom would
prepare food and liquor in abundance ;specially for the parents of the wife, in
which also friends, relations and well wishes will be invited to come and
grace the occasion with them, The last stage of the marriage is a request by
the. parents of thc bridegroom for the bride to be taken to her house. The

period between the request and 1ts acceptance does not normally take a long

14



time. It all depends on how prepared are the parents of the bride, which is
determined by their financial viability. When the bride 1s finally taken to the

husband's house, she is accoinpanicd with houschold utensils.

2.4 Cultural organization |
The socicties of Zuru and the neighbouring areas share many sinﬁlar
cultural institutions, and practi<;es. Linguistically, the non Hausa
communities in the area belonged to a common sub branch language within.
the central branch of the Niger Congo family. Wrestling and rites-of passage
are not only , common m the region, but are in many ways similar in nature.
Most cultural activities are also linked to religious rites.
The cultural organization of societies in Zuru emirate can also be
broadly categﬁrized into two. The non—Hausa. communities, which are
predominant,' and the Hau‘sa communities. Among the non- Hﬁllsa

communities, cultural activities such as the Uhola and Dibiti are common.

- 2.4.1 Uhola and Dibiti festival
Ubola and Dibiti are important trado-religious festivals among the
people of Zuru Emirate. These two festivals are major seasonal rites and are

both associated with agricultural activities. In a society passionately devoted
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to the cultivation of the soil and crops, one must expect such kind of
agricultural operations as sowing, transplanting or harvesting. The beginning,
middle and ending of the farming season (the date of which varied from one
part of Zuru region to another for ecological reasons), was a formal occasion
marked by festivals and ntuals.

| The celebration of Uhola takes place after agricultural products have
Been harvested. The fundamenta! aim of Uhola is to thank God for p.rovi.ding
rain and the energy that was used in both the planting as well as harvesting of
crops. Uhola therefore, is celebrated to send-of the rain by expressing

gratitude to the god of rain through its Shrine, known as Kobdin Menke m

Dakarci language.
| Before the Uhola festival, Dibiti (ic mid of the year fcstival) fnust be
Icelebrated. Dibiti is celebrated when crdps arc ﬁﬂly gII'OWTl but not hhrvested.
The aim of Dibiti is to. pray to the god of rain to provide adequate.
atmosphere, viz, rain, wind, sunlight, etc. for the plants to grow well. It is
believed that too much rain is not good for the crops.
- The principal public functions in both Uhola and Dibiti are processions
of men and women, boys and girls dressled up n tﬁeir best singing and
dancing. Moreover, during these two festivals boys show their. si%ill and

power in wrestling. A champion wrestler is considered to be a great man, and
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on hié death his grave is adormed with Ugamba, a Y-shaped piece of wood,
standing several feet high. The wrestling during Uhola or Dibliti is always
ﬁttended by a large concourse of people. | |

The religious side of both Uhola and Dibitt consists mainly of
sacrificial rites performed separately by different village clans, but intended
for the general welfarg_ of the people. The priest or an elder, representing his
clan or village performs these by sacrificing an animal, goat or a dog

Thé”social impliéatioﬁ of Uhola and Dibiti .ﬁre more easily observed
than the religious. The time of any of the two festivals is an occasion for
~ entertainment and great j;Jy. Youths get very excited as they look forward to
the day of the celebration. |

Indeed, Uhola and Dibiti are very important seasonal rites in the
Emirate. Zuru beling the hcad quarters of the emirate always starts
c&lalebrating their festival before any other place. The forecourt in front of the
Emirs palace. Is the cu]minaﬁng point of the Ivarious dancing groups (Platés 1,

11, 110).



Plate 1: Young girls about to wed dressed in
traditional attire during the Uhola
Jestival in Dabai distrcit Zuru

Source Field Survey

Plate 11 Young men dressed for the Uhala
Jestival, celebrating graduation from

Golmo.
Source Field Survey

Plate 1ii: Young initiates into the Golmo
dressed for the Uhola festival in
Sakaba District

Source Field Survey



2.5 Religious orga.nizat.ion
Thé Ireligi'ous beliefs .and practices in. Zuru. emirate can broadly .be
grouped into three: ”
(One)Traditional religidlls beliefs
(Two) Islam
(Three) Clnistia;nity;
. The iﬁter plsliy. 6f the above beliefs and pfactices constitute the

religious organization in Zuruz Emirate.

2.5.1 Traditional religious beliefs:
| Before the coming of Islam and Chﬁstianity into Zuru land, the
inhabitams of the area believe that there is a supreme "God", a_superenti to
V.vhorh people direct prayérs and in Iwhose names blessing are invoked.
Ind.eed', Gods. name is called in the peoples dailly. activities and God is

believed to be masculine,

The traditional religions in Zuru land have been handed down from fore
fathers, and each generation takes them up with modification suitable to its
own historipal situation and nee_ds. An interesting thing about traditional

religions in Zuru areas is that cach of the religions, arose in one cultural area,
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| and és they. spread théy served és vehl.'clcs. for the diffusion of sﬁcial
institutions and cﬁlturél values. Rel-igious pralcﬁces,l including those with the
same or similar names are béing practiced diffcrently in different parté of the
emirate, in-other words local variations exist in the traditional religions of the
Zuru people. In this sence, one can say that it is difficult to systematize the
belief systems of the people of Zuru emirate before Islam and Christianity.
Religion in pre-christo -Islamic Zuru re§011 is characterized by lack of
ﬁgidity. For in.s.tance, no definite list of gods may be given éihce new ones
seem to be coﬁstantly invented .. |
Among many ofi the traditional religious acts that are being practiced
by the people of Zuru area are. Ancestor worship, M'gilo, Uhola and Dibiti,
Noh and Golmo. Some of these religious practices as already indicated are
also festivals. The traditional religion demands festive atmosphere in which
truth cén be played out. Before any of these practices / festivals také place
other must be sacrifices. Although thé people of Zuru area have not cleaﬂy
articulated their theological beliefs about God, some people claimed that
sacrifices (during any of these religious practices and festivals) are directed to

God, who is considered the Almighty.



Ancestors _As Lea(ief— Figurcs In Traditiﬁnal Religions:- Respect to
.ancestors known as Oknu in Dakarci ianguage is one of the most important
forms of worship among the fo]loﬁrers of traditional religions in Zuru emirate.
Ancestors come under an all embracing spirits and are considered o be inter-
‘mediaries between the living and the dead. Like the spirits, ancestors are
-channél; through which devoted wdrshipers convey their prayers to the
supreme Being.

To cjualify as an ancestor in traditional Zuru belief systems, a pcrson
must attain certain socially approved objectives while still alive. An
ancestors must for cxanlple, have lived to old age; must have children
surviving his death to on sure the continuation of the tribe or family.

In the past and to a certain extent up to the present, it is believed by the
Zuru people (es;:e_cia!ly Dakarkari, Kambari, Achipawa and Fakkawa) that
an.cestors can influence events in the Iivés of the living descendants.
Sacrifices are rﬁade to ancestors th.at-serves as Symbols olf fellowship, a
recognition that the departed are still members of human families. Sacrifices
to ancestors also are acts which renew contact between God and man, the
spirits and man ie, the spiritual and physical world. The beliefs emphasized
that 'Ancestors intercede to bring good things and never responsible for

misfortune.
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M'gilo: the Most Ancient Rehglous C.ult - Mgrlo is the most ancient

| and powerful rehglous cult in Zuru Emirate. M'gllo celebratlon developed out
of the WOI'ShIp of the sp;nts of the ancestérs. This fact explained why all
villagcs, districts and towns in Zuru Emirate constructed huts where M'gilo
dwells. M'gilo is considered to be intermediary between men and God, and
Mgilo gives and takes, pumishes and rewards, hence the sacrifices and
appeasements. Disputes are scttled by M'gilé cult members who aci as courts
of law hearmg disputes over the ﬁse ofjland and cases involving ﬁghts

' Durmg M'gllo festival which takes place annually, dogs are slaughtered
and a specml wine Myka made from guinea-comn flour is prepared.

No woman is allowed to sing, dance or play during the M'gilo festival
and this according to the belief of Zuru people is because a woman could not
and would never become an intermediary between god and the .people. It is
beiieved that any worﬁém who sces Mgilo will die instantly. Flute and drum
are .the dnly. two instrumcnt§ that afe used during the M'gilo celebrations, and
whoever plays'any other instrument or performs wrong act, would have to be
punished by God through the Gom-vu-M'gilo. The offender may be asked 1o
surrender a goat, a dog or some chicken to the deity. As a rule M'gilo mixes
littlc_: with mankind.
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Beside dancing, singing, sacrifices and drinl;;ing, young rﬁeh .of |
between seven to mine years of age are initiated inté the traditional society
duringl the M'gilo .fe;ti\.rals.. The initiation of the young is a key moment in the
lives of the individuals, for with the initiation, the youth are ritually
introduced to the art of communal living and state of sexual and social
responsibilitics. With the initiation, the young were introduced into .adult life
and were allowed to sharc all privileges and duties of the community.
Moreover, initiation rites have a great edﬁcationél beginniﬁg of acquiﬁné'
| knowlédge, wllich is other wise not acc.essiblc to those who have not been
initiated.  According to Itan informant, inittation was and is still a very
mmportant religious practice during the M'gilo festival.

During the initiation, boys are taken to the Kobdim‘gilo naked by h]s
parents or parents friends, and they are whipped and forced té work hard..
dedj Mgilo is looked upon with éonsiderable awe by ybungsters. Any of |
the boys who cannot cndufe the hardship dl.llring the mitiation ntuals is sent | ]
away. The idea of this custom 1s to give young men courage so that they
becomel brave men. After this ceremony a youth is allowed to put an Ubada
(loin-skin} which hangs down behind. He is now supposed to be enterinlgl

man hood and for the next two years assist his father in farming.
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Makoki and Golmo:- Makoki or woh and Golmo are two other

important modes of worship among the people Who practice. traditiohal
religious activitie.s in Zufu ..Emiraté. Woh i1s a funeral cerembny, and is
éoﬁdﬁctéd :by.thé families of the deceased after the first year of his death.
The importance of this ceremony in the rituals of the traditional religions
Zuru region cannot be over emphasized. Woh, the soul, when it leaves thch
dead body cannot pass along the road tha‘; lcads to its destination. In a
spiritual sense therefore, Woh 1s a speci.al memorial service held over thé
dé#eéséd n ordér to release him from the thrall dam of the region of tﬁe dead
ﬁl.wlliéh all souls are conﬁ::ned.

Before, the Woh takes place; the nearest relatives of the dcceased..
- meet at the house of the deceased to discuss the arrangement, a notice to the.
_effect is publicized amongst the community. Eycry relative, or chn
- connection by_ marrtage, is bound by cust.or_n. aﬁd law to coﬁtn'bute a share
| towﬁrds tﬁe Woh expensés, consisting, principally of eatables, drnkables,
ﬁnd the sabriﬁcial offerings. |

M on the other hand is a traditional way of paying dowry or bride
price by young men. It is the basis of marriage contract. During the Golmo
period young men work on a future father-in- laws farms for a nﬁmber of

years usually between five to seven. A young man does not take his wife to
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Ihis own house un.til he had completed the agreed number of "Gplmo yéars.‘
Further more, the future husband _is not supposed .to have anything to do with
the girl until the Golmo period is finished and has finally come over to his
- house. Golmol 18 alﬁ*ays arrénged on well organized lines by Gom-Vun
Golmo who is selected by the senior Golmo peer.

The above discussion on the traditional religious practices and festivals
| _. ranging from ancestral worship to Golmo reveals that pre-Christo-Islamic
religions of the people of Zuru Emirate is intri;:ately inter woven with théif
cuiture. Most of the religious praétices were stociétcd with the materiai
| weli-ﬂeing of tﬁe pf:op;e in agriculture, shelter, social relation and

achievement in life.

2.5.2 Islam in Zuru Emirate
The people of Zuru Emirate like max.ly. other sécieties in Nigerian
regiog were familiar vﬁth thchreligion of Islam Ibeforc Christianity. Perhaps;
th.e.earli.est inﬂuence of Islam m Zuru r.:lag'ion. could be traced back to the 15%
century aé:. thc result of the migration of Southem Katsina people to Wasagu
and other small scale polities in Zuru region.
' While the practice of Islam was first restricted to the immigrants

- community, through continuos contact and interaction with the host
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community, many accepted and practiced Islam fully. Today a substantial
number of the indigenous community are muslims with two Friday mosques
in Zuru town and numerous others in towns and willages within the Emirate

Islamic practices particularly influence the running of the emirate.

2.5.2 Christianity in Zuru Emirate
The colomal government fostered and assisted.lms_sionary enterprise, in
addition to their economic interest in Zuru Emirate, Frém about the second.
and third d_ecades of .the 20% century, the missionary endeavor ﬁrogressed at a
slow buf suécessful pace. As argued by Bako (1990): | |

| The people of Zuru area accepted Christianity

.because traditional forms of worships which so

many people were still attached to could not fit

into the new society that the colonial capitalism

c_:reated ,colonialism created a. néw rriodé of sbcial

relatioﬁship whichl brought together different

efhnic groups and tribes. Because of these

| chéngeé the traditional religions failed to create

new ideas or articulate moral doctrines that would

have been meaningful in the condition of the time.
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Missionary  activities  therefore,  become,
necessary.
Today missions are established throughout Zuru. In Zuru, the head-
quarters of many churches are established. A significant number of the

population today are Christian.



CHAPTER THREE
THE EMERGENCE OF THE EMIRATE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE
EMIR -

‘3.1 Formation of Zuru Emirate

Prior to the British conquest of 1903, the region, presently referred to -

“as Zuru Emirate, had many and varied political systems. These polities were
~ pot of equal status in terms of their social structures. Many of the oolities
- among the IDakarkarz‘, Dukowo and .Kambari -.hardly extended beyond
outonomoos | setﬂémcnt. Many, however .mcorporated several settlements
.thereby c.ox.relnog sizeable areas of territory. Among the latter were Karishin,
Wasagu, Dabai, Danko and Fakai.

After conquering the whole of the nortl}em Nigeria, Lugard settlet.:l.
down to restructure the feudal Caliphal administrative machinery. The
restructﬁn’ng whuch trzmsferred Zuru land from. ono placc to the other
contmued throughout the penod from 1901 to 1950. Colomal restructuring of
Zuru land started about April, 1902 when the Emirate of Sakaba was created
with a second class chief. This brought together people who hitherto were
autonomous to be administered and govemed under one political or
administrative umbrella The first chief was Brahma (Ibrz;hxm) the son of

| Muhama who was a Nupe man and an mterpreter to the colomal masters.
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The jurisdiction of the new administrative unit was that part of Kontagora
north of the river Malendo and included also Rijau district (now in Niger
state). In 1905, the administrative headquarter was moved from Sakaba to
Zuru being more central to the region. The indigenous ethnic group of the
newly created Emirate refused to recognize their new ruler. To this group,
the appointment of a foreigner was an intolerable imposition. This protest
was further ignited by the extortionate nature of Brahma’s administration.
Consequently, from 1904 — 1908 protest continued to be a feature of the
Anglo-Zuru land relationship and this is a matter of concern to the British
administration. Sucﬁ acts of protest eventually necessitated punitive action
which culminated in the July 1908 punitive expenditure which seems 1o have
silenced protest against the colonial establishment in the division, Zuru land.
Generally dissatisfied with the administration, the government had to review
its policy and so the Emirate was in September 1911 divided into eight
administrative areas to effect administrative efficiency. Brahma was removed
from office in 1913, After this, the six districts which comprised the Emirate
then — Kumbashi (now in Niger State) Dabai, Donko, Sakaba, Fakai and
Wasagu were made independent confederal units under their own ethnic chief
with a central treasury controlled by the district officer (D.O). Under their

various ethnic chiefs, the various groups were happy and contented. Six
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years later, in 1919, the divisio:1 was once more organized under a .paramount
| pllief with_. its headquartérs at Zﬁru. This time instead of imposiﬁg an "alien”
on the people of Zuﬁl land, they Were allowed to select their own leader n
the pefson of Andi Gomo, the Chief of Dabai, who himself was a Dakarkari
man. Andi Gomo died in 1926 and was succeeded by his fourteen year old
son, Bahago who ruled with a council of Regency. In 1928, a member of the
Council Sami Daudu was appointed second class chiéf in charge of tile
Emirate when Bahago proved incompeteﬁt and u11ac§eptab]e. In 1945 Sami
Gomo died .an.d Saﬁi Danfudu Gomo Wz;s .appointt:d chief in charge of the
Emirate. | .; |
With the death of Sani Dantudu Gomo in 1960, the Emirate leadership
. became rotational between the five district chiefs that constitute the Emirate.
~ Each district chief leaves his t;trritory and stays in th.e Emirate headquarters
e Zuru t_"or three moriths and 15 Sﬁccéeded by thé ne:& district chief for three
months. | This state of affairs contiﬁued for four yearé. In 1964, however,
| A]h Usmﬁﬁ Dahgd Gomo was installed as the chief of Zuru and later Emir of
2um. In 1978, the chieftancy was upgraded to a first class statue. In 1995

Alh. Usman Danga died and the present Emir Maj. Gen. (Dr.) Muhammad

Sani Sami (Sami II) was instalied as the Emir of Zuru.
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3.2 Chronology of leadership in Zuru Emirate

1. Brahma Ibrahim (;3. Nupe man) 1903 — 1913
2 AndiGomo o e13-1915
3 Gambo Gomo ._ 19171925
| 4. Bahago Gomo L o 1926 - 1927
3 5.. - Sami Gomo o | -. 1628 — 1945
6 ) Sani Danfudu Gomo o | '_  - 1946-—1966
7. Rotational Leadership B | | .1960 - 1564
8. UsmanDanga Gomd - 1964 — 1995
9.  Mubammad Sani Sami '_ 1995 - date

3.3 Succession to the throne

" From the last rotaional leadership in 1960, four families ha\}c i)egn
) ids:',ntiﬁcd as the ruling falnilfes in Zuru Emirafe. They are the Andi Iinéagé,
Szﬁini.linea.gc, Dantudl.llnlil.le;d‘tl;e %md Danga linéage. At the death of a ruling
Emir, any member of these four families, depending on popularity with the
ﬁeople, ban ascend the throne. The ascension is through election by a
Council recognized as the King makers Council. The members of the Council
in Zuru Emirate constitute title holders — the Gaiadima, Turaki, Shéitfima,
Mayidadi and Matawalé. | |
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A simple majority vote of the Council members decides the next Emir.
. They are however, highly influenced by the people’s like or dislike of a
candidate and his personal qualiﬁcation.- After the election of a new Emir, a

date is fixed by the Emirate Council for his coronation.

34 The emiraté institution
The Zuru Emirate institution 1s Qf first cias§ status. The Emir:of Zuruis

. the Chairman of the Emifaté CounciL Thé Eﬁirate 1s further divided into four

chjef'dcltms. The éhief‘doms are Danko, Fakai, Sakaba and Wasagu. These -

chiefé Iére of third class S.Eatus. Chiefdoms are divided imto districts manned

by district heads. The village head and ward heads are directly answerab]e“to

the. District Heads. -
Traditional tit]e-hﬁ)ders constitute part of the Exﬁirate institution. Som,é

traditional title-holders function as King makers as well.

3.5 .'l;"llm(lz.tiohs of the State council of Chiefs and Emirs
| The function of this council is given legal backing by 19f8
Constitution, Section 1078, thaf established state council of chiefs and Emirs. :
The council of chicfs and Emirs shall compriéc of all the o.ther.chiefs.

and Emirs in the state. The functions of this council include the power to:-
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a.

b.

Advice the Governor on matters relating to:

Custorﬁary law of cultural affairs
Infcr Comm.unal felationships
Chieﬂaﬁcy matters

Public order within the state

Other matters as the Govemor directs

In his own capacity the Emir carries out some judicial functions among

his people. Land disputes and other personal disputes among his subjects are

referred to bis royal pfcscnce for settlement. The Emir also carries the wish

and aspirations of his people to the relevant authorities to provide solutions.



CHAPTER FOUR

PRI

ZURU TRADITIONAL ARCHITECTURE

4.1 The Traditidnal stefdrms in Zuru Emirate

The traditional houseforins in Zuru emirate, and in maost other Afncan
societies, are a personal adaptation of a group solution. The houses e;'ected
in these socicties are m a style whjch.had been co:lnmunla.lly \Izvorkecir ﬁuf ﬁver
several generations, and consequently ﬁre closely tailorcd. fo the neéds of its
pe'oplé. Buildings are rencwedlevery few years. 'They are a socicty’s’

4

| sohit.i.on to its habitaﬁoﬁ i;roblem-
Architecture, being an expression of the material culture of a society, is
influenced by the socio-cultural, religious, economic and climatic conditions
of the particular society as well as the available building materals.
The Houseforms in Zum region can broadly Be grouped intr;) two basi:é
types.
i, | Thé réctémgular house plans with mud roof
b The circular/rectangular house plans with thatch roofs.
These two house forms are in general the rule rather than the
exceptions. In most cases they are not mixed in the same compouﬁd exceﬁt
I some few instances. |
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4.1.1 _Angusis of Traditional Residcnﬁal Compounds

In analyzing .tl.'aditional residential compound, the two typical
Hoﬁseforms '\;vould be analyzed concurrently to establish the various spaces.
In general, however, most of the spaces are serving the same functions except

for different names, construction methods and building materials used.

Entrﬁnce Hlu.t/Hall (‘I‘.Zau:.'e”_.ldal IKa bo”) .I

o Thesé are the. main entrances into cbmpounds. They vary in size and
éhz.lp:e. They are Wher(; the compound head receives his visitors and
| -entertains them.

. In some parts, they serve as a resting placc fér .family members ©

especially when the rain is falling or after a bard day's job.

LR

| mouﬁgdﬁmard (Cikin Gidﬁ) e
| Theée ar;e the éourtyafds.within the compound. Various rooms and
other units are connected together by the courtyard. Out door activities like
pounding, grinding, in some cases even qooking are carried out here.. Th.ey.
also serve as a meeting venue for members of the compound as well as

[}

ceremonial spaces for women during naming ccremony ete.
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There could be more than one courtyard in a compound. This depends |

on the size of the fzimi]y compound.

Compound Head Room (“Dakin Maigida” “Kuruk Irmo”)

. These are the compound head's slecping area. They are mostly located
immediately after the entrance hut or in betw_ecnl the entrance hall aﬁd ﬂ-]é
inner compomld. Thcy. are oniented in such a wﬁy thzﬁ, tﬁc compound hcz.-l.d“
can easily b.ve.rsce the éffairs. of the ihner éﬁmpound aﬁd contro! the
m.o.ve:ﬁ.leﬂtl m and out of the corﬁpound |

.‘.

Boys Room (“pékin Yara” “Kuruk Wakinfa”)

These are the boys sleeping rooms. In some compounds they are
situated immediately after the entrance hall while in other compounds they
share the same courtyard with the main compouﬁd. Boys betwceen the age of

ten and above sleep in a separate room from their parents.

Wives Room {“Dakin Mata” “Kuruk Nita”)

These are the wives' sleeping room. Traditionally they share the rooms
" with their small children. The wife keeps most of her personal belongings

ranging from clothes, plates, cutlery ¢tc, in her room (Plate 1V).
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Kitchen (“Dabe” “Kuruk Stu”)
. In most of the compounds, kitchens are used for cooking only during - a
the rainy seasons. In fact, most cooking is done outside, in the courtyard. .

Water-pots and other kitchen utensils are kept in the kitchen.

Granary (“Rumbu” “Idabe™)

~ The granary is a symbol of eéonomiﬁ power. In fact, the size and
numbclr of . Qénéries ldetermincs how wealthy a man is in traditional setting.

| There afc diﬂ'erel;t types of granaries among communities in Zuru

- emirate. While majority are for grain storage, others are made as stores for

women, where they keep personal belongings. (Plate V).

Goats shed (Dakin Dabbobi)
Domestic animals such as goats and sheep are kept in a hut especially
dﬁring the rainy season. The number of thesc huts mostly depends on the

number of wives in the house — one for each.
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Plate 1v: A granary exclusive meant for women

belongings in Dabai district.
Seurce field survey

Plate v: A granary meant for the storage of
grains under construction. Thatch
roofing would be used to cover it later

Danko district.
Source field survey



Pen-House (A kurki)

| This is a very.small hlllt, u.sually about one metre in dimﬁeter and about
1.5 - 20m Ihi.g};, whefe éhickens and ducks are housed. Another places
" wﬁeré po!u:ltry stay éﬁd 'Ié.y.egés are under the raised granaries, where they are

protected from elements of weather, .

Partition (‘ Katanga’ ‘Darni’)

~ This comes in different shapes and sizes. In some compounds the
~ outer wall is high enough to screen the inside from the outside. While walls
are used in some compounds, others use corn stalks (damni) to partition the

various spaces in the compound and the outside.

4.2 Materials and Methods of Construction

The materials used for the construction of traditional compounds m
Zuru Emirate are usually the available materials in the area concemed. The
principal materials are mud, stones, thatch (grass) com stalks timber (tree .

branches) ropes (climber) etc.
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4.2.1 Mud (Clay) {“Laka”)

Mugd has been a universai building material for a very long time. Tt is
easilfy obtained and prepared - .ready for construction. Most of the mud used
ﬁ;r céhétmction is obtained on or very near the site of construction. lu some
cases, however, special places are provided whére the villagers dig out their
mud for building. |

Mud construction is prepared by digging the soil,. on to which water is
| _' poﬁred sufficiently until it is made wet and soﬁ. | |
. Driéd grasées and some other additives are put to improve the quality

of the mud. The wet soil is left for some days, depending on the type of
.'construction desired.

.. The so1l is then be heaped together and more water s added to1t. Tﬁe |
soil is then puddle by stamping it under the foot until it is made to attain a
degree of plast_icity. The fonﬁcd mud will eithcf be moulded into round
shapes and placled .on tﬁe wall with hands without shuttering in a method of |
| building-in-place, or is made into bricks and left to dry before being used for |

construction works,

4.2.2 Stones (Duwatsu)
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- In most part of Zuru emirate, stones are used as a foundation layer
 undemeath mud walls. In the more stony areas, stones are used to make
fence-walls round the buildings. In some cases, they are even used to make

the huts, mixed with mud.

4,2.3 Bamboo Stalks (Gwangala)

: They are used .as_ raﬁers for roof constructiﬁn. They have. lés.sér
strength than tjmber but may be longer z.md.usual}y have smaller cross-sectio_n. '
éreaé. | Th;ese two qua’iities make the bémﬁoo a bc’.tte.r. choice than timber. A
larger and lighter roof can be constructed. Bamboo stalks are usually -
obtained from Bamboo plants of a grass family, which grow mostly in nver -

valleys. The stalks are cut from the plant and the leaves removed.

4.ﬁ.4 Corn Stz;lk { I;iara)

~ Comn stalks are used as rafters .anél purlins in rdbf construction of
sniallef huts .(e.lg. Pen house). Though, they are not vefy strong, they are
light and of great length. They are usually obtained after the harvesting

period of grains. They are also used to make fence wall round compounds.
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These are very strong and resistant to termite attacks. They are used as
- roof members especially in the mud-roof construction. They are mostly found

in river-valley areas,

.4.2.5 Timl;ef and Tree Branches (Isce} .

They are used as rafters and purlins in roof construction. They could”

‘be used for frame structures such as market stalls.

4.2.6 Thatch or Grasses (“Tsigwe “Haki”)

» There are diffcrent species of grasses used for ttlatch roofing. They 5re
obﬁ;elined Ifrc.).m the buSll dun'nlg.t.he dry season when they are .matured enough
for ﬂ]atcmﬁg. | o

_' .’l.“he grells;e.s are cﬁf ﬁﬁd brought home tight in bundles. When properly
dned, they are woven centrally into stnps and then rolled mto bundles again. '
They are kept safe until fhe thatching period, which is usually done befort; the

commencement of the rainy season.
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 4.2.7 Ropes and Climbers =

" They serve the function of tying the rafters and purlins together. They
are sometimes used to make a tension ring at the zipex of the roof, which

holds the rafter tightly and in position at the extreme apex of the roof.

4.3 Building Construction Methods

In trad;'tional societies of Zuru emirate, buil.dingl construction is usually
carried out in the dly season. |
| .I.n sdme se.ttlements,. the building ownefs are the builders while in
-others, | spectalist bui]derslkcany out the building work.
The building construction techniques are discussed according to how

they are being carried out.

431 S;etting out and Laying of Foundafion

~In hut construct.ilon,.thé exactl .position of the hut is ascertained on the
.cleared and leveled site. A wooden peg is firmly fixed to the ground at an
'. as.sﬁ'medlcenter of the hut. A rope made equal in length to the desired radius
of the hut is tied to the peg at one end and the other tied.to the man’s_lleg

(ankle). This makes the rope taunt. The man then moves steadily and a circle
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is drawn with his foot. Thé sctting out is usually éomplet.cd as the outline of
“the floor plan is drawn {F1g ).

The .found;ation. trench is thcn. cxcavated along the circle. The depth of
the found.at..icin trench vém'es with respect to the nature of soil. The foundation
could be laid either by building-in-place method or by the use of bricks.

' The building-in-place method of foundatign is done By ﬁlliﬁg the
circular trench with prepared mud to a certéin height above the grmmd level
(10 — 15 em). The laid circular pIatfdrm is then allowed to dry properly
béfore the éons.trucltion. éontinueé (Fig. ).

In bricks foundat;on, the bricks arc laid in courses raised to about
20cm above the ground level, The wall construction may then be resumed to

a certain level.

4.3.2 Wall Construction

There are two basic meﬂwdé of wall construction. The building-in-
place ahci thle use of bricks. |

The build-in-place method involves the use of wet earth, which is
carefully preparcd and reinforced with straws. The construction is done in

courses. Usually one or two courses are constructed in a day and allowed to



dry and blend with suﬁsequcxlt courses beforc further constfuction is
 continued (Fig.). | |
| Thé lintel lS cons&ﬁcted by the.use of flanges of Bamboo stalks, Azara,
or .wbbd., whic.hl are bridged across the opening. Other courses are laid above
“up to thelréquired height of the structure.
" Investigation had shown that, the structures built by this method co-uld
last up to 30 years. The use of this method is, however, fast fading out.
Brick wall coﬁstrﬁbtion 1S thé lﬁethod in which mud bricks are allowéd
to dry.llaefore. they Iare laid in céurses during construction.

- T'hfe stretcher bonll type of construction is used here. It is a method
where the bricks are laid head to tail and the joint between two bricks in
upper courses, is placed centrally above an immediate lower course. Mud isl
used there as mortar for the boqndaxy. | |

_Lintel construction is done in é similar manner to. that of building-in-
| place méﬂlod, ’II’hel constfuctioﬁ 1s completed with two or three courses laid
above the lintel. The entire wall is ¢ither plastered with red earth or left

unplastered (Fig. ).

4.3.3 Roof Construction
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There are different types of r(.)oﬁng.systems.in ;Lradit'ional compounds
m Zuru en}irate. The basic ones hoWéver, are the thatch roof
(coﬁicﬁl/réctaﬁguiér) and reinfdrcéd mud roof,

In the -th'atch roof construction, the materials used include; Bamboo
stalks, thatch grasses, climbers of various kinds, ropes etc. The roof frame-
work could either be made on the ground and .tl]t;:n lifted up on to the structure
or made on the top of thc_complcted wall itself, depending on the size and
+ diameter of the hat in question. |

| ITt.) start thc roof cﬁllstmction, a ring is made using ropes or climbers,
th.enl the ﬁlrst set of raﬂ.ers; about gix or more are fixed inside the ring and are
épéned .at IeQuaI spacing,
~The purlins are tied to the rafters all round at intervals of 30 — 40¢m.
As the process continues, more and more rafters are incorporated Ito cover the
widgrl gaps. Then the purl.ins, which are usually climbers, comns stalks or
wild gfas_s are tied én both th;: inside énd outside of the roof frame with the
last puf:.lins' at the eave.. %I'he- foof 1S conStmcted so that there are deep eaves
tﬁaf 'ovefhaﬁé the walls to protect the mud wall against driving wind and rain.
The roofing material (thatch) is normally stocked in bundles at the

building site ready for the process. The process of thatching is usually started -



af the eaves of the roof dﬂd ends ét the apex. An overlap of abﬁut 20 ~ 30em
| is normally made so.as .to avoici leékége during rainy scason. |

- .' B .'.I‘}Ile .ﬂlat(.:hing af the apex bf.a conical roof must be carefully handled
by skiiled men to avoid leakage during rainy season.

- The mud roof construction

4.3.4 Floor Construction

In floor construction, the excavated soil.s. during the excavation of the
fou.nda.tion. are leveled mld a lot of water is poured on it. Gravels obtained
ﬁ'oiﬁ the bush or roads s{ide are spread on the floor and tamped to harden by
the use of special stones with smooth surfaces.

The surface of the floor 1s allowed to dry for about. 2 - 3 days, then . N
mud mortar is applied on top of the gravel 'ﬂoot layer to give it a smootlll and

hard surface. -



4.3.5 Finishing and Fittings

Plastering

This is usually carried out immediately after the wall construction is
completed and allowed to properly dry. Mud mortar obtained from fine sand
(earth) 1s applied to achieve a smooth wall surface.

The wall surface is allowed to dry, then the applied plaster 1s rendered

rain proof with locust bean applied hot on the walls.

Painting
This does not feature prominently on traditional compounds in Zuru

Emirate. Modern paints are, however, used in some places.

Decorations
They are done to enhance the aesthetic values of building facades.

They are mostly in the form of geometrical patterns and paintings of events.

Tiles

Broken pots, shear butter shells are usually used as tiles in some

traditional compounds. They aid in smoothening the floor surfaces and to
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prevent the washing away of the floor surface by agents of erosion as a resuit

of human activities.

4.4 Maintenance and Repairs

The nature of traditional building materials requires continuous
maintenance and repairs.

Maintenance starts immediately after construction.  Usually fire is
prepared inside the hut to smoke the roofing system and to enhance speedy
drying of the building components in thatch roof construction. The smoking
of the room prevents likely damages done by termites and other refated
insects,

Repairs are carried out on the roof before each raining season.

4.5 Services

The services in traditional buildings are to enhance comfort, needs and

aspiration of the users. Some of the services needed include;
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4.5.1 Water Supply

Rain water, well water and water from streams and rivers are the major
sources of water in most traditional setflements. Other sources of water
supply include, springs, ponds etc.

Water is usually stored in various ways such as pots, water drums etc.

4.5.2 Sﬁnitarv Facilities

'Lavatories are provided in traditional butldings. They are maostly situated at
the back or one side of the building. They are taken far away froin water

supply source.

4.5.3 \lf.en.ti-la.tiorll in Building

Tﬁeré .Iare né sﬁc;éi.zi] provisions for cross ventilation in the traditional
~ buildings. Where windows arc provided, they are very small openings on the
wall. Ventilation is mostly achieved through the door. Ventilation is also

 induced through the building materials used such as thatch roof.
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4.5.4 Lighting in Building

The absence of windows on some building naturally implies that lighting would be

affected. Natural lighting is chiefly achieved through the open door.
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CHAPTER FIVE

. CASE STUDY.
5 5.1 - INTRODUCTION.

: This chapter is divided into two parfs. The first part _iooks into the
vanious house forms .in Zuru emirate. An anaiysis of threé house form$ in each
of the five districts .o.f.Zuru emirﬁte is carried oﬁt. .

N 'fﬁe second part éx.a.mmes the spatial organizations of some palaces in
nigeria with the view of establishing space requirements of palace design.

5.2 ANALYSIS OF SPATIAL HOUSEFORMS IN ZURU
EMIRATE. |

The con.cep.t.of traditiohal campdunds in Zuru erﬁiré.te in their physical
déﬁnitibns are an agglm.‘nera'tior.l of individual huts enclosed and sharing
cdmmoﬁ facilities like entrance, courtyards and utilities. -

| Today, a lot of the traditional clements in buildings are being replaced
by modern conventional building materials. In considering these compounds
emphasis is placed on compounds with much of the traditioﬁa] elements.

The housé forms aré studied based 6n districts. Three houses afé

chosen from each of the five district that formed the emirate.
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CASE 1 .
:5.2.1 DABAI DISTRICT. . |
HOUSE 1
Piahﬁing C(.)n.cé‘pt: The cOinpound js said to be fifly years old. the spatial
&ganisation is that of the courtyard system. The entry into the compound is
from the forecourt through the entrance hut into the central court. the rqonﬁ
are around the central courtyard the kitchen and the gfanary at_.the ceﬁ&c of
the courtyard. the toiiet_ and the goat shed are a.t. the extrémc .end of the
- comp.o.u.l.id.. o - |
| One household ocm;pies the compound.
Visual édncept (clevation) The clevation concept of this compoun.d is that of

triangles and rectangles. The triangles are on the rectangles (Plate Via)

Forms: The forms are characterised by the following circular pla'ns,.

freestanding mud walls, steep conical roofs.

Materials: WALL - MUD WALL
ROOF - THATCHED ROOFS

 CEILING - ABSENT.

33



Floor: Course aggregate floors

Foundations: Stone and mud foundations

Elements ; ROOF CAP
WOODEN POST
PARTITION WALLS

CORNICAL ROOFS

HOUSE 11

Planning concept - The compound is about twenty years old. The
organisation is that of the courtyard system. the entry into the compounds is
through the entrance hall. The animal shed i1s missing. the wives rooms are
rectangular in plan . The granaries have increased to two with a central
kitchen. The latrine is at the extreme end. The partition wall is very low of

corn stalks and sticks. it is occupied by two households. fig 5.1b

Visual concept: The visual concept can be described as triangles placed on
top of rectangles and pitched roofs placed on top of rectangular plan house

form (Plate VIb)
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Fbrms: The building is characterised by the circular and rec{angular plan

house materials.

Wall: Mud walls for granaries and some of the rooms and earth bricks walls

~ for the wives rooms.

| Roof: Conical t.hatchledlroofs and pitch thatc_h roofs
Ceiling: .'Nz.)ne.
F’loors; Course aggregate floors

Fo;.mdation: Stone and brick foqndgtion.

HOUSE 111 |

Plla.nning- conc'ep.tl: Tﬁe compound is said to be seventy ycars old. The
| organisation of space is of the courtyard system. The entry into the compound
is from the entrance hut into the central courtyard, The_roqms are a;ound the

central courtyard. The latrine and the goat shed are to the side of the

o AR
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| 'compour_ld. Each wife has a granary,, the kitchen is centrally located. Two

households occupy the house. (fig5.1 ¢)

Visual concept (elevation): The elevation concept is that of triangles on

rectangles. The partition wall is made of stones with no mud in-fill (Plate VIc)

- Forms: The forms are characterised by the following; circular plans,

- freestanding mud walls, steep comical thatch roofs.

Materials:  WALLS - MUD WALL
" ROOFS - THATCHED ROOFS CONICAL
CEILING - ABSENT

| FOUNDATION - STONE AND MUD FOUNDATIONS.

| Ele.mélnts.: ROéF CAP
© WOODENPART
PARTITION WALL MADE UP STONE
CONICAL THATCH ROOFS
PITCH THATCHROOFS
o | ’?4@7“’“?'?" —_
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Plate vi a: A traditional
compound in Dabai district
exhibiting the circular.

Note the stonewall connecting
them.

Plate vi a: A compound for one
household with a conical

Plate vi ¢: A close view
thatched roof in Dabai district.




casEz

'52.2 FAKAIDISTRICT
Cmouse 1
" Plannin'g' céhcept: This coﬁpound is about fifteen years old. The courtyard
system 1s employed in its planning.

The approach is from the forecq9urt through the entrance hall int 0 thg

. compounld.: | |
| The kitcﬁén ahd the gja:1ary aré ina clustér of huts to the sidel of the
| | con;pom.ld.. Thf: .:partition Walls are mac.ie:up of corn stalks and sticks. Two

households occupy the compound.

Visual concept (elevation); The elevation concept is that of rectangles and

triangles on rectangles. The partition is made of corn stalks (plate vii a)

' Forms: The building is characterised by'the circular and rectangular plan

- house h



Plate ix a: A rectangular plan enirance
hot in Fakai.

Plate ix b: The author & a compound
head with his family in front of a
rectangular house form in Fakai
District

Plate ix c: A conical pitched
roof beautifully finished with a
roof cap in Fakai District




Materials ;

Wall; Brick walls for the entrance hall and boys room and mud walls for the

rest of the rooms.

Roof; pitch thatch roof and conical thatch roof.

Elements; ROOF CAP
CONICAL THATCH ROOF
PITCH THATCH ROOF

CORNSTALK PARTITION

HOUSE 11

Planning concept: The compound is said to be thirty years old. Courtyard
system is used in the arrangement of space. the entry is through the entrance
hall. The compounds head room and other rooms are arranged round an open

courtyard. The kitchen and two granaries are in a cluster towards the centre

of the compound (Plate VII b)
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Visual concept (elevation); Is of triangles on rectangle. The partition wall is

| '_ made of mud,

Formé; The forms are characterised by circular plans free standing mud wall

conical thatch roof,

Materials Wal_l: mud wall
Roofs: thatched roofs (cenical)
= Foundation: stone zind mud foundation.
Elements Roof cap
Partition wall made of mud

Conical thatch roofs

HOUSE I
Planning concept; The compound 1s fifteen years old. The central granary is
now at the side as well as the kitchen . There is more unobstructed space

made to the open courtyard (Plate VII ¢)

Visual concept; is of rectangles mainly pitch roofs are on rectangular bases. -
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Form; The forms are mainly rectangular plans freestanding mud walls

Walls: brick walls

Roof; pitch thatch roof

Elements; Pitch that roof

Brick wall partition



CASE THREE |

. 523 SAKABADISTRICT

H_.OUSEI. R

| P:.];hning;:oﬁcej;f.; Thé.compound' i;said to be fifty years old. the si)atial
bfgéﬁisation is that of the courtyard system. the entry point is through the.
entrance hall. The kitchen is centrally located. t]_lere. is_only one granary. One

household occupies the compound.

Visual concept elevation; The elevation concept is that of rectangle and

triangles. The partition is made of comstalks. (Plate VIII a).
Forms. This is characterised by circular plan forms only.

Materials wall; mud wall

Roof: conical thatch roof

Elements; ~ Roofcap
CONICAL THATCH ROOF

CORNSTALK PARTITION



HOUSE 11

Planning concept; The compound is said to be twenty years old. it is
occupied by three households. The spatial organisation is that of courtyard
system. The entry point is through the entrance hut. One granary is at the

centre while the other is to the side

Visual concept elevation. The elevatioal concept is that of rectangles and

triangles. the triangles are on the rectangles. (Plate VII b)

Forms; This is characterized by rectangular and circular plane forms

Materials Wall - mud walls and brick walls

Roof - pitch thatch roof and conical thatch roof.

ELEMENTS. Roof cap

Conical thatch roof

Comstalk partition
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HOUSE 111
Planning concept; The compound is said to be fifteen years old. The spatial
organisation is that of the courtyard system. It is occupied by two households.

All the structures except for the granary are rectangular in shape

Visual concept elevation: The elevation concept is that of rectangles. The

partition is mad3 of earth bricks. (Plate VII ¢)

Forms; All the forms are rectangular in plan except for the granary, which is

circular
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Plate viii a: A compound in
Sakaba district exhibiting the
rectangular plan form & a
thatched pitch roof

Plate viii b: A close view of a
: conical thatched roof in
e Sakaba district

Plate viii c: An earth brick wall
in Sakaba district




- CASE FOUR

5.2.4 DANKO DISTRICT :

HOUSE 1

P lamiing concept; The compound s fifteen years old, The kitchen is

 centrally located other structurcs are arranged around an open courtyard
Visual concept; is that of triangles on rectangles. (Plate VIII a)
~ Forms; all the forms are circular in plan.

HOUSE II
Planning concept; The compound is occupied by two households. if has a
central granary and an entrance hall . There are other openings into the

- compound.

Visual concept of elevation; Is of thatch pitch roofs on rectangular

buildings.(Plate V1ilb)

Forms; The forms are rectangular in plan except for the kitchen and the
granary.
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Plate vii a: A circular entrance
hot to a compound in Danko
District

Plate vii b: A compound in
Danke District for

two household

Note the corn stack fence

Plate viic: A compound in
Danko District with the
circular plan house form




HOUSE 11~
~ Planning concept; The courtyard:system is employed in the planming. The

rooms are allwardly érrzinged on irregular shape.
F orms. Triangles on rectangles and rectangles on rectangles. (Plate VIIIc) -

CASE ﬁlVE

5.2.5 WASAGU DISTRICT

. HOUSE 1 o

| l.’la'n.nihg. cﬁﬁcépt. This 1s said to be forty years old. the planning is based on
the courtyard system. the boys room adjoins the entrance hall with a veﬂi;al
mud wall screening this section of the compound. The compound heads room
18 Iimmcdiately after passing that barrier. The wife room kitchen and .granaly.

are in the inner most part of the compound.



~ Visual concept. (elevation). The.eleva.tion is quife different from the 6n¢s
| eaﬂier.disgussed. The roofis df mud with sorﬁe pin;laéles projeéting ét thé
s.ic.ies.l Th.e buiidjﬁg aﬁbearé mcmoiﬁlﬁa A wall joints the different parts of the
building (Plate %) |
Matenals
Wall: Earth brick walls

Roofs - Mud roqf .::_: - |

.Ceiling- Mud #eﬂiﬁg in soine rooms décorated.

.E'.lenll.erit.s— ?Iinnaclés o |

- dome .

. horizontal mud wall

House 11

Planning Concept - The entry is through the entrance hall which adjoins the

- male children’s wing. A horizontal wall screens the rest of the compound.

Visual Concept - It resembles a large monolithic structure pinnacles and a

- horizontal wall (Plate 1Xb)

- Matenals - Wall earth brick wall
Roofs mud roofs |
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Planning Concept, The compound is said to be twenty years old. Ttis

occupied by three

| households .'I‘.he. épatial organisation is that of court yard system,. The entry
ﬁoint 1s through the entrance hut. One granary is al the centre while the other
is to the side. -

Visual Concept (Elevation). Thg eie;vational concept is thét of rectaﬁglcs

and triangles. The triangles are on the rectangles. (Plate IXc)

_Materials:-
. Wall - Mud walls and brick walls
Roof - Pitch thatch roof and conical thatch roof -

Elements: Roof cap
Conical thatch roof

" Comnstalk partition



i

is circular.

Houselll

Planﬁing Conéept: ITh.e COlTlpOlll.ld is said. to bé ﬁﬁeen years old. The
spatlal Ioréz.n;izatibr.l is th'élt of the céurfyzifd syétem. It is éc01i'picd by two
households. All the structures except for the granary are rectangular in shape.
Visual concept (elevation). The elevation concept is that of rectangles. The

partition is made of earth bricks..

Forms. All the forms are rectangular in plan except from the granary which



. Case Vl |
o Ié;iisting P_alac;:, ..Zuru
.Bﬁef I.-Ii.storical.' Pfoﬁie: |
The pala.ce'was built on the present site by Brahma the son of Muhama
:. (a Nupeman) in 1905 after moving from Sakaba. Brahma was an interpreter
to the colonial masters that was imposed on the people as their chief.
Brahma came along with many of his Nupe relatives v;fho. sctt]c;d
| arou.ﬁd thé palace. | |
| ﬁe indigén.ous population were, hdwevef, against this imposition and
| _‘ r.fl:volted against him. He \:vas deposed in 1913, From other subsequent
R chiefs have been staying in the patace while the chieftaincy undergoes up
grading over time. |
Since.the_n_ the pal.ac.e had undefgﬁne several changcs that i.t has l§s£

any traces of it’s oniginal form.

| ~ Special Contribution  The palace lacks the character of the palace of a st

class Emir as obtained in other places of equal status.

The building forms do not depict the buildin_g culture of the area thé
pglaq‘e 1s Isituatgd as obtained in most other palaces.

Thé palace 1s 511rr0u11déd by other houses fbr any expansion ﬁossibilify. '
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The court is too small to contain people during festtvals.

It is éentra]ly located in the centre of the old town.

Reasons for the Need of a new Palace
| - . | The taste of the modern emirs is far above the present
requirement of the palace.
- | The Nupe descendants of the st chiel have b;:cn clamouring for
a share in thé chieftaincy and would not codpératc with any ckﬁansion

proposal. They are the unmediate neighbours of the palace

- The palace does not reflect any cultural style in the area
.- The functions of the Emirs require more elaborate spaces to be
carried out.

5.3 Case stu(iies (:;f existing.palaces

:"lj"hi!s paﬁ Ibf the cl;apter examines sbme existing ﬁalaces in Nigena. Tﬁe.
~aim is to ascertain the spatial requirements of palaces of similar status in
Nigeria. The analysis are based on the following subheadings:

i Brief hi.ston'cal profile

.ii. | Plalming/Design concept

111 Méterials/c§11structed used
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_ _iv._' - Available facilities

R Special contribution

54 Kano .Palace (Gidan Rumfa)
5.4.1 Brief Historical Profile |

- Kano 1s an ancient commercial city in the Northern part of Nigeria.
.The Kano palace is the biggest in the North. The palace is called Cida.n
Rumfa. It was named after Emir Muhammad Rumfa, who built in during his

reign (1463-99). He was the twentieth Emir of Kano.

5.4.2 Planning/Design Concept

The palace is a true representation of Hausa architecture in all its
splendour. Like most Hausa compounds, the palace is divided into zones
based on a strict 11ierarchy of privacy. An outer and public zone-entrance
Kofar fada and an inner pfivate zone cikin gida. The emir, his wives and
other feméle relatives and dcpcndants live in the cikin gida. Whilé the kofar
fada comprises the administrative units — main chamber majalisa, council
chambers, adoliscent boys and other dependants of the palace.

There are two major entrances to the palace. Kofar kwari at the south

and soron fatalwa at the North. fa SIyps



Plate xi: The magestic entrance to the palace.
Note the use of pinnacles and other

decorative pattern.
Source field survey

Plate xii:  /nside Kano palace. Note
the decorative motifs on

the wall s office
Source field survey

The council chamber in
kano palace. The use of
tiles ehanced the aesthetic

value of the surroundings
Source: field survey.




Plate xvi: A vault ceiling in Kano palace exhibiting
elaborate decorative patterns-Soron Ingila
Seurce: field survey.



5.42 | Il\.:'Ia..lterials.lCOﬁst.ructliqn Used

The i);lac.e syinbolizes an 1ﬂtimate éxpression n'ch. in Hausa tradftional
architecﬁue. Although moét of the buildings within the palace have been
modified using modem building materials hke concrete, tiles etc.  The
) traditio_ngl H_ausa. forms and sty1¢ are retained, Places like the servants’
(iuaﬁefs, safar_‘efz garka, soron malam, soron giwa, soron ingila and most of

the Northern parts of the palace are still in their traditional mud form.

3.4.3 Available Facilitié:s
- Audience Chambers (fada)
- Council Chambers
) - - Special Guest _Cha_mber |
: | . .Confe.rence Rooﬁl
. Eltlif, wives .and depéndaﬁts .Wiﬂg |
- Se'rvaﬁts: QBQtérs | “
| ‘- Mosque
- Grand stand

- Primary School/islamiyya Schools
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~ Horse Stables

Grand stand

Palace Fore couit

' 5.4.4 Special Contribution

The Kano palacc is a legacy of Hausa vernacular tradition on buildings
and rulership. The palace is a symbol of pqlitical authority. It enjoys a N
central ltljcation, .::m.adminiétrative citadel of promi11¢nce. The organi:_:ation of |
the palace is clustered and .with buildi'ngs épﬁnginé up on all sideé.. The |
entrance to the palace cof; is along a strenous network of passagés. This
psychologically makes an tmpat on a persons mind coming into the palace.
The greatness and vastness of the palace architecture is enriched with the
MuImerous surface de_qoratiqn, high walls, vertically and horizontality to meet
ﬂ1e ‘desiré for dﬁulenéé aﬁd grandcur. The palace stands out boldly withiu its

territory. The palace is a triumph of the hausa architectural exprcssf on.

5.5 OBA’S PALACE, BENIN
5.5.1 Brief Historical Profile

.Benjn city is one of. the ancient orgamized kingdoms in the present
so.uth.westen.l. .Nigeriz.l. Th.e ll;)alace. of Beninlwas first visited by the
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| Portuguese in 1472 and between them and it’s sacking by the British in 1897,
x many visitors published descriptions of it. Some are tantalizingly vague and
- others mutually contradictory, but altogether, they reveal a large and |

| fascinatiflg butlding whichj like palaces anuwhere else in the world fluctuated

. 1in size and grandeur as the fortunes of it’s kingdom rose and fell.

.The palace is grand in size and form. Although the present state of the
pala;:e Osz_upies only a fractiqn of 1t’s old site. | So many symbolic monuments "
- of the ol;:l palace are o.ut of réach (damagéd or lost) “The sacred kingship is ”
still the fdcal ﬁbiﬁt of Bénin pollitical sys.terh’.’ (Dlﬁoc'howski, 1988).

4

!

5.5.2 Planning/Design Concept

The major characteristic in planning this palace is as observed by a
scheolar. “It seems that many of _tht_: pg]ace buildings were similar to the
unpluwum llbﬁses of the ordinary people of Benin...” (Demyer 1978). The
rhajor .dis.ti.ncfib.n, howe\.fer are on the numerous decoratiﬁns which afe an.
exclusive.presberve of the palace. The use of Benin bronz.e brass and ivory
etc. as decorative elements. The prominent planning concept is the use of |
courtyards big enough to accommodate scveral people for a meeting. There

are numerous number of rooms.
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5.5.3 Available Facilities

- OB_a’S residence with his wiveé and children
- - Council hall |
- __ Ceremonial chambers
-~ Alarge isolated mansion for concubines IR
) - Several compounds for the palace council chief

- y Royal Court
. .Large Courtyards
. =% Royal cemetary

“

.- Palaver houses, juju houses

5.54 Materials/Construction Used
The walls in the palace are either made with sandcrete cement blocks
or. red earth. .The ones made with red-brown carth are arranged in layers.
”ﬂley .hav.e a fluted Sﬁrface | | |
Typical of the architécmre of Bemn palacé.s‘ Tﬁe fluting is‘lloriiontal, and -
it’s profile resembles the vertical cane lures of ionic columns, in which the
flutes are separated by fillets. The walls are divided by pilasters, on which
are rectangular panels, moulded T low relief, and pattemed in a way
renﬁniscent of stereotype Benin bronze plagues with figures. The average
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. .th_ickll;ess of thg: ].Jala_(::e. waﬂs variés from 0.6 — 1.0 metre. In height, they vary
ﬁ‘oin 27 metres..to 44 metres. | |

The roofs are nm& mainl? corrugated tron. On a conStruction of rafters
set on wall plates. In somé parts, howex.fer,'the traditional roofs of the pallml
fronds, Raphia wvinitera, tight on rafters ifue supported by rows of stony pegs, N

ukeke. The ends of the pegs carry purlins ikpawe which carnies the rafters.

5.5;5 ISpcéiéll Con.tll'ibution

The featufes of the :pzﬂace despité mode.m changes still reflects the.
glory of Benin traditionai architecture. The facade of the palace is mo.fe than
50 m long facing a large square in front emphasizes. The monumentality of
the entire place in it’s environs. The palace is the pride of Benin people as

well as a sacred symbol.
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5.6 Emir’s Palace, Zaria
‘Brief Historical Profile -~ -

s
r{The Zaria palace is located approximately in the céﬁtre of the ahéiént

' 'walleci city. There is no authentic record stating when the palace was built,
“but 1t is assumed that it has been in existence since the time of the Habe
rulersa’i’. Halilu (1988). .Probably because of the existence of round huts
- witﬁir‘; fﬁe p.alacelu.rhich iIsa charactcﬁs_tic Qf pre—IsiaJnié Afchit.elcture.

1
-

i
| 5.6.2 Planning/Design C:()ncept
The palace planning is based on a hierachy of privacy. The palace is
. dividsd_ into two recognised zones, palace cntrance kofar fada and the inner
part of the palace cikin gida. There are two entrance to the palace, one used
| éx‘czlu:SiQFIy bjf ﬂw Emi_r his councillors Hakimai and other important
_'pe.rsc.)ﬁlallit.ies aﬁd the others ulsed 5y members of the househoid. .zmd other
- female gﬁeSts. In the palace entrance kofar fada are the E:duncil chambérs
~ majalisa, other chambers, quarters for the Emirs bodyguards Dogarai,
: quarters for the Emir’s personal assistant shantali and garages for vehicles. '
- The cikingida is Ifur_ther subdivided into compounds or quarters
. gidaj_%}slasilc hen_cé, there are the wives quarters sashen matan sarki quarters
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for. th; go-betwcen sés&ien | jakadu located at the .enttancc of the cikin glda o
. andquartersfor lreléti\.fc.s:a and dcpendeﬁts tsohon gida. |
- Thetsohongda 1s the c..)ldcst"p'.drt of .thé ..palac.e, as ofhér pﬁrts ﬁayé
'_ undergone modernization. In this compound rooms are arranged haphazardty.
Most buildings are circular huts kwadandami. This part 1s rich in Hausa
' tradi_l;io_l}al Igonstrlucti_on methods. Most deceased Emirs lived in this part of
the- palace, bl.lt'.it. is now occupied by relatives and other dependants of the
presentEmlr S '
o Inthe \ﬁvés'.::juérters are four wives. .Each has her self contained B |
.' apartment and lives with hé!r children. There is aiso a children play grouﬁd in )
the wives quarters.
563 Av.mable Faqiliﬁes |

e “. Audience Chambers (Fada)

%72 Council chambers (majalisa)

Offices

. Servants quarters
e -,-";'_ " Grand stand
Emir, wives and dependants quarlefs

" Horse stables
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| 564 Mé;exlials.j’COn;tr.ucti(Im Uscd  . o
The p.-r-iznciirl;lléallnatérialls uééd in.the. éﬁl;étnlbti011 of m.ost pérts of the
' .pallacé lS bro% ..e'arth_ Thick walls with massive éltppoﬂs and elaborately -
decorated earth ceilings are common features i the tradittonal chambers.
Circular huts are also common in the palace.
o In the modemig.ed parts of the palace, cement .sandcretfl: blocks are the
inafeﬁals u.sed. Ifm.l'. ﬁlé construction. Corrugafed iron foof 1s used i most parts
| L.)f;.th:e .pz'.iléu.::e: éoveﬁng even the unifé thaf afe still.in theif traditiona]l forms.

- The pzﬂace fag:ade is enriched wdith numerous surface decorations

typical of Hausa royalty and nobility (Plates XVIII, XIX, XX).

565 | _S_peci.a]: Contribution
l- The légacy of Hausa tradit.ional architecture 1s poﬂ‘rayed n it_’s
| eleganlcé.. .Thf-:. usle lof .nu.m;sfous suﬁace decoratlions. on tﬁe fagade of tﬂhe
- building s é mateﬁ'aﬂ é)ﬁlpréssion of the people’s culture. | o
The state of buildings in the traditional form, plan and construction is a |
testimony to the rich building culture of Zaria. The home of one of the

~ groan’s master masons. The blend of modern buildings with the traditional
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one is smooth and subtle with hittle differentiation. The concept of hierarchy

of privacy i1s emphasized and well maintained.

5.7 Afin Abeokuta (ake) o
5.7.1 Brief Historical Profile
Abeokuta, the capital of Egba State, has a long history, which began

. with a _fqrtiﬁed citadel on the rocky hjll_s. abo_ve_ the present township.
| H.o.wever.,. 1t \IJvas only in tﬁc .nil.lelteenth Eentury fhat t.he. éity bcc@c prominent
aé oné of .tlh.e .maj dr Iculfuralllcentres. of Yémbalana. |

: The .al.<e, .paJ.ace of thl—: Alake occupies abéut SIX a&res, m cdn&ast to.
the size of the town. Perhaps this resulted from the political system within
Abeokuta, which had been described as being peculiar, combining the
~monarchical, the patriarchal and a great share of the republican. Almost
every ﬁ301nan, woman and. child is a member of the ogboni lodge, of wh_ich
ti;ere aré m e\..fcr.yl township.or_c.hiefdom;. these lodges, presided over by -
elected éllders,”u.nclclmbtcdl;/ c-géréi.sed a c;m.sider.éble influence oﬁ .af’f'airs of |
state. The King himself was also chosen by chiefs and elders combined, their-.l
act being subsequently ratified by the people, assembled en masse. It is in

this that the republican ¢lement of the government of Abeokuta is recognised. -

89



_ 572 _Pl.anning and Desig.n.(:opce]l).t |

B The front e.I.éva.tio.n of | the palacé was separ;ated from the outer
appfoac':.h.c.s by. a ?erandﬁh with wooden posts wﬁich were embeddéd in a
paraphet broken by two entrances. A third entrance was set in the right side
verandah of the three-roomed wing of the palace. Wooden polychromed
caMngs stood on the parapet between the pillars.

. Tpe_ corg of the buildling was a rectangular courtyard. The compluvium
wéS f(.).I'.IIIIE.dI by. tilt: sac.ldie.—ba.tck'ro.ofs of the réctangle of surrounding
buildings. The courty;nd \;vés thus ;c.n.clos.edron all four sides by. soli& Iwal-]s,
pterced on each side by two large window-like operatives, thisv gave the

courtyard the character of a pation.

573 Availéhle Facilites |
N ] - . Oba’s residence with wives .';md. clii]ldrcn
-+ Council hal . |
- - Compounds for palace chiefs
- Royal court
. Court yards

- Palace juju houses.
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5.7.4 Materials Constructed Used
" Conventional modern building materials have replaced the old -
traditonal materials in most parts of the palace. Some parts ﬁowever, still are o

in their traditional form. ) ._

Special Contribution
" The agbole concept of Yoruba architecture with traveated pillars on the
central courtyard is a good complication of Yoruba architecture. The palace

still retain some of its traditional heritage.
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CHAPTER SIX
- SITE AND ITS ENVIRON

6.1 | Location

| The site is iocated towlar.ds.the north-eastern part of Zum town in
E Kebbl Stéte. The site 1s bounded to thé west.by Zur Juh’la’at Moéque, to the
east by the state low cost houses. P'arts. of Tudun wada bbunded the éite to :
the north, and to the south is bounded by an area called Zuru center (Z¢) (Fig

6.0).

6.2 Vegetation
The vegetation of the arca is the Guinea Savannah, scattered medium
height trees, which represents a transitional zone between the forest région of

the south and the Savannah of the noﬁh. |

6.2.1 Design Implications
i, Types of foundation could Be inﬂuemed by the type of sbil
v.egetat.ion. Planﬁng bf déep rooted trees tc:; l':).e.avoided close to
built-up areas. | | B

b.  Shallow rooted trees to be planted for the provisions of shading,
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6.3 Geology and Topography
The area is underlain by rock of the Cambrian basement complex. The
soil is literati and self-supporting. The site has a gentle sloping terrain. The

site slopes northwards.

6.3.1 Design Implication
- 1 . The nature of the soil and the shape of the slope of the site -
would support a normal strip foundation except when found -

other wise.

‘b, The gentle sloping nature of the site exclude the possibility of - k

the need for cut and fill.

6.4 Infrastructural Facilities
. Facilities such as pipe-borne water, electricity, telephone services,

access road and drainage adjoin the site.

6.4.1 Design Implication
i Easy access to these facilities is an added advantage to the site.

. b.  Road access to the site has options as desired.
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65 Climatic Data

The climatic data of an area is imp.d.rfant in the 'désign of a building. - |
Climate of an area can determine the openings, orientation, use of matédals
and so on in a design. Man’s comfort is the measure of the extent to which
physicat environmen;_ is controlled and manipulated_ to swite his need. The
de‘sign 1S to rﬁaximize the aspect. of the enviromngnt which redu;:es heat,
hu?nidity and ..prdt'écﬁdr.l. agziins't rain and dust.. The aspects .of the enviromnent'.

14

considered are rainfall, temperature and humidity.

6.5.1 Rainfall
Design Impli;:a_tion |
| | L Thé heavy rainfail that falls m form of heévy torrential
| storms require adcquété draiuﬁge pattem .!’or th.e run off
water. " |
b. Openings would be protected against the effects of driving |
rain. The use of parapets overhang roofs would be

employed.



._ 6.5.2 Tem.pera.tur{_: |

o Temperature .varies from 18°C to 28°C with the hottest periods

between March and May. |
Daily temperalturc could be as high as 27°C in thé héat period. Tn the

harmattan period, it could be as low as 18°C. The temperature is lower and

most comfortable during rainy season

Design Implication
| i, | :Tl.le design would set out to provide for comfort between
the ﬂllctuatiﬁ:g temperature extremes. |
b. Use of building materials that will compliment the |

temperature charges.

6.5.3 Humidity
The mean maximum and minimum relative humidities shows a
variation pattern corresponding with those of precipitation and temperature,

In the dry season, humidity is generally low, while in the raining season

it 1s high.
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Design Iinﬁli;aﬁaﬁs o
: 1 a Cross v.cntilation'ié very importaﬁt. I.t.co.ul.d.be achieved =
through the usc of the courtyard system, single banking corridors

etc. |

b. 'I_'he use of .landscaping elements ¢.g. trees shrubs and

. grasses to aid in modifying the environment.

| 6.5.4 Wind

- Two major air massé:s prevatl over the area. The tropical continental
air mass commonly called harmattan which blows from the north-east over
the desert. And the tropical maritume air mass which blows from the south-
wést across the Atlantic ocean.

| The %foplical céntinéntal aif ﬁlass is dry and dust laden, and usually
blows from Novémber .tc-) March, while th.e trdpical. m.aﬁtime zﬁr mass l.).lows

from April to October and 1s usually moisture laden.

Design Implications
~ L Orentation of buildings would take advantage of the south- west

trade winds.



b.  Openings would be screened from direct effect of the dusty

wind.

*

6.5.5 Solar ﬁagiai:iﬁn

Solar radiation is moderate except fdr some few ﬁeriods. o.f the year.
This 1s because of the high moisture content of the cloud cover during the wet
- season, the air smoke/dust during the dry season and the vegetation of the

site.

Desi,;zn'..lmplic.ation
1, B The fairly e:xen and high value of the sunshine hours implies day
| lighting of building is possible all year round.
- b, Larger sides of the building to avoid direct and continuous

exposure to solar radiation.

6.6 Site Analysis

The site chosen for the design is towards the North eastern part of Zuru
town. The site is located very close to the area called Zuru center (2¢). The
central location of the site to Zuru mortar plan is an added advantage for

sitting palaces.
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6.6.1 Areca of Site
“The site.occ':upies.él large piece of land mostly undc?e!oped. However,

a 1300 m® of the site has been chosen for the design.

6.6.2 Existing Structures

~ Most parts of the site is undeveloped towards the frontage, however, is

a walled mini stadium with a football pitch; a tennis court and track linear.

6.6.3 Physical Features

The site 1s generally growth sloping. The slope is towards the extreme

worth eastern part of the site.

Drainage Network

Drainage collectors surround the site on the westem and southern

parts. This will connect with the proposed drainage in the design. L

Accessibility

The site could be assessed on all its four sides. The major access are
from the bye pass road bordering. The site from the west and Hussaini Garba
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 road bordering the site from the south, The two roads are collector roads.
The other access roads are the untarred roads on the eastern and northern part

of the sité.

- Electricity

. " Power lines passes along the site. Electricity is to be tapped from this
~ source.
Water Supply

Two water mains passes along the site to serve the neighborhood.
* Water would be sourced to the site from these mains.

6.7 Site Selection Criteria

Two _si.tes were initially considered for this project. The. first site
- cor;siciered i1s towards the Northeastern pan' of Zl_lrg town, it borders the
Fﬁday Mosque Tudun Wﬁdé area and Zﬁru Cehtré (25). The second site is
towards the southéfﬁ pa:ft of Zuru. tﬁwﬁ. It bordérs the General Ho.spital,
Shagan low-cost and the new market. The first site was, howévcr, chosen

based on the Fulani observation.
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Advantagesl N

1 | .: The site is almost cénfra_lljf I.oc.atedlon the ﬁresent Zﬁm site plan. The
central position of the site enhanced the wiability of siting the palacc.. |

ii.. . Easy access to and from various places in Zuru town.

iii. - Relatively flat laid with a gentle slope

1v - The late.rititlz nature of the soil on the site does not require special
| foundalticum.l R |

Ve Interesting views of Zuru toﬁm and ﬁlrthehnorc, the siting of the
palace. There w:ould have an interesting visual effects on wisitors and

residents alike.

- Disadvantage
~ 1. Part of the site presently serves as a mini stadium for Zury

it. The site is close to part of the G.R.A. area.
SITE 11

Site II is located in the newly developing area of Zuru from along Zuru

Ribah road. It is bordered on the south by general hospital Zuru, on the cost
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by new central market Zuru and Dantudu Guru primary school on the North

L}

~ east.

Advantages

i. The site is located on the new development area of Zuru town.

1n. The site is a virgin land with no existing structures

Disadvantages :
- 1. The site is isolated from: other main town.

b, Access to the site is through two routes only.

. 6.7.1 Conclusion

Site I was chosen based on the observation made.
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CHAPTER SEVEN,

DESIGN PROPOSAL, REPORT AND CONCLUSION.

'7.1_ - DESIGN PROPOSAL.

| This involves the application of conclusions from the data collected in

Various studies carried out. The provision of a palace, that reflects the socio-

cﬁltufél backgroiuw;d of .Zuru people, the guiding factgr in the design propo;al.
The visual plann.ing and spatial organizational concept of the design is

evolved from the integration of indigenous house forms in Zuru emirate.
Hierarchy in the I:spaces wefe employed to give the needed privacs} to

 the various units that made up the design.

.‘7.2 DESIGN BRIE_F.

| 'I The philosophy of the design brief is the prévision of a fnoder_n pélace

by employing tradlitiIOnal spatiai house fomis.ir.l tim area of study. The palace

is to be classified as multifunctional. | | | N
The various units are classified into three core areas;

I _Administrative units

iI Residential qﬁaﬂers

Ligyy | o
72/) o
_ Jxﬂ’fﬁd?&i; it g, zf:a o
- T A

Il Complimentary facilities.
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7.2.1 General facilities required.
Office - Are provided for the emir, his supporting staffs and top traditional
title holders, These include the Waziri, G"aladima, Wali, Sardauna etc, and a

‘general office for the council members.

Reception chambers - (Majalisa) Different reception chambers are provided
in. the design. They are classified to their function. They are a hallmark to
pal.acé.design iﬁ the cas;:: under reviev.v... For instance ‘majalisan manyan _baki’
V.IP chamber és thé namé si;;,mi'ﬁes _is. reéerved for very ilﬁpOlTant
personalities. Majalisan c:lare is mostly ﬁsed at m'ght.. Général majénlisa fs open

for everybody.

Turbanning/banquet hall - The turbanning hall is used to turban a new emur

or a tradiltional titile holder.

Mosque - A mosqué is pro.vided to cater for the daily need of the palace

occupants and visitors to the palace.

Main entrance & grand stand - This is 2 symbolic monument to employed
 to express the dignity of the emir among his people. This grand stand
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provides a flat form for the emir and his councillor to watch events or deliver
speeches. Monumentality is achieved through vertical and horizontal use of

elements. e _ S | SR

Police post - This is necessary to enhance security in the palace. Police cscort

accompany the emir to some occasions.

Public convenience - Located in the administrative section for staffs and

visitors alike.

Stable - Is provided for the emirs large collection of horscs with a liay store

within the stable.
Clinic - Is provided for the palace residents and other supporting staffs.

Sarkfn.kofﬁ.’s office - Is to be loca.tcd by .tl.le. entrance door, ﬁe is in charge of
the mnside outs of people. |

The above functions fall under the 1st and 2nd group public and semi |
public areas. The 3rd group are the private area. This takes cognisance of the

influencer of Islam on the tradition. The segregation of the sexes is reflected
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on the _. Spatial organization. The planning this zone in particular, and the
paface in general, reﬂéc_ts the ty;ﬁcal traditibnal design  with rooms
suﬁoundihg .an oiﬁen. cou.rtyard., which. ?sfcllologically provi&es sebuﬁty_ﬁnd
privacy for the occuﬁants. | | |

The facilities provided mclude:

Emif’s; secﬁon_ - .Th_is ié the Emir’s personal wing. The building can be
disfinglﬁshéd ffom othér bu.ildings v#ithin fhc palace - psychological .inﬂucncel
of hiérarchy was éxpressétgl in tﬁé 1ﬁystica]. sense by mak.ing. ii tile oﬁly high-
rise building in the pa]acé. - |

Women’s section (gidan mata): Four prototype houses are provided for the
Emir’sl four wives. Enough autonomy and privacy is provided for each of the

wives and her apartment.

Male children’s section {(Gidan Yara) - Matured male children are ﬁrovidcd

with a separate quarters outside the main inner compound (ctkin gida).

B

Visitors’ section (gidan baki) ~ Visitors to the palace particularly relations

of the Emir or his wives are hosted here.
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Palace officials, quarters - Palace title holders whose duty require the
continued presence in the palace are provide their living quarters in the

- palace. They are expected to stay with their familiecs m the palace.

Servants quarters: Male servants that help in the day to day running of the

palace are provided with accommodation.

Relatives quarters: Close relatives and dependents of the Emir e.g. families
~ of deceased emirs are provided with living quarters in the palace.

Soron Jakadu - This is a living room for the Jakadiya (female attendants)

who acts as a go-between for the Emir and his wives. It is located close

- between the two wings to check the movement,

7.3  Schedule of Accommodation

Space No. Require Area (m?)
Public Area

Administrative Block

Fada (Court Room) 1 - | ) 160.0
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Emir’s Office wdith voc
Private secretary’s
office

Soron jira (waiting)
Majalisan dare(night

court)

Private majalisa

Waziri’s office

Magajin gari’s office

Sardauna’s office

We and wash hand

basin

Majalisa(courtroom II)

Majalisan manyan baki

—_—
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26.24

22.00

62.00

38.00

30.00

30.00

30.00

24.00

38.14



(VIP Court room)

Majalisa (general
COUrroom)

Account section office
A

office B

Voc with wash hand
basin
soron nadi (turbanning

hall)

Banquet hall
Voc’s & wash hand

basin

Mosque

niche
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60.71

60.71

30.00

30.00

32.00

169.86

40.00

169.86

6.40



voc’s & wash hand 8 40.00

basin

Grand stand emir and

councillors ] 110.00
stair case 2 50.00
Dispensary ] 34.71
Police section ] 34,71
General store | 34.71
Hay store ] 34.71
Horse stable 16 48.60

SEMI PUBLIC AREA

male children’s wing

zaure (entrance hall) | 16.0
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sitting room

bedroom with voc
Praying room

store

Visitor’s wing

zaure (entrance hall)

sitting room

bedroom with voc

praying room

store

Male second wing

Bedroom with kitchen

& voc

b

6

o

o

6

o

54.88

181.56

18.20

16.0

16.0

54.88

300.0



EMIR’S WING

zaure ( entrance hall)
main sitting room
Private sitting
Dining area

Kitchen and store
Bedroom and toilet
Sit tout

tennis court

Zauren sallama

EMIR’S WIVES WING

Zauren jakadu & dogarai 2

Wives house (four prototype)

Zaure I
sitting room and dining 1
Bedroom 3

Toilets 4
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Kitchen and store |

Space No required

Palace officials wing

official’s house (three prototype)

Zaure

sitting room and dining hall
Master bedroom

Wives bedroom

Kitchen

Toilet

Relatives / dependents wing
House (three prototype)
Zaure

Sitting room

Master bedroom

Wives bedroom

Kitchen

Toilet

]

1

26.0

Area (m” )

12.0

30.0

25.0

40.0

22.12

17.0

17.0



'Gatehouse/dogara_i 2 o 12.0

Parking & 1000

7.4 SITE CONCEPT AND ZONING:
Is the “organization of the total land area and air space of the site for
- use by the people who will occupy 1t”,
The site L;.onccpt determines the proposed laca6tipn of each
section c;f the Buildi_n g, ﬂvhiéh actually dét;:nnines the overall site plan.
In obtaining a concept for this design several things were tak.en into

consideration, such as;

- Emphasis was placed on hierarchy of spaces based on their function as

- public, semi public or private.

7.5 DESIGN CONCEPT
The planning concept of the structures while based on the hierarchy of

spaces also reflects the tradittonal setting of house forms in Zuru area.



7.5.1 Spatial organization
‘The courtyard system with hierarchy of spaces is employed here
typical of traditional house forms in Zuru area. A system of courtyards unites

the various units of the palace into an integral whole. -

7.5.2 Forms '

The rectangular and circular plan forms are mtegrated to obtain a
hybrid that ..fonns mosf of the building forms. The horizontali;cy of the wall is
contrasted with the hearing verticality of .conical. shaped roofs. This reéemblés

a hybrid of the dominant roof structure, in Zuru land.

7.6 DESIGN REPORT
7.6.1 Forms, plan and elevatipn§
| The fbrm, plan and .clevatﬂio.n arc a hybrid of the tradition;ll house forms
in Zuru emirate. | |
Buildings have rectangular plan forms with curved or circular edges
reflecting the integration of the two forms. |
| The horizontality of the roof is beautifully contrasted with the

~ verticality of it’s edges reflecting another hybrid of roof structure.
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5 The series of repeated conzcal shapes linked by the horizontal fence
wall giveé a kind of rhythm characteristics of African traditiona! forms. It also
 confirms with the background of thdsurrounding Zuru hills where the valleys

~ contrast with the ridges.

7.7 STRUCTURE AND MATERIALS.
Conventional modern building materials are used in the design of the

palace.

7.8 LANDSCAPING.
All the open areas (courtyards) are properly landscaped to modify the

- micro chimate and improve the aesthetic value of the design.

| 7.9. SUMMARY AND ..CONCLUSION
| An é&empt has becn'.lnéde (o faShion out palace archikcturé for Zufﬁ o
semblance of the various traditional house forms in the em_irate..
This work is hoped to give character and a unique place for Zuru’s
architectural experience. The palace design also attempts to fuse unity among
tile \}z.ilrioﬁs _iﬁdigeﬁous people of Zuru through architecture. Each peoples

building culture is represented in the overall design of the palace to give each
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and sundry a sense of belonging in the scheme of things. This enhances the

egalitarian setting of the emirate in gencral and the people in particular.
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