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ABSTRACT 

A total of 1.080 stool samples were collected and examined over a 

12-month period for the prevalence of Salmonella spp. Only one 

stool specimen (0.92%) was positive in the dry season while 

43(7.%%) were positive in the wet season. Of the 115 isolates 

confirmed biochemically, 40(34.7%) showed agglutination with the 

IS monoNalent antisera used while 00 did not react with them. They 

might however contain other antigens which would not agglutinate 

the antisera in the kit used. Of the 40 serotypes, 14 were identified as 

Salmonella typhi while the 26 were identified as Salmonella 

enteriticl.js with different varieties. Out of the 14 S. typhi isolates, 9 

were isolated from water while 5 were from stool specimens. 

With respect to water quality.peak levels of faecal coliforms in rural 

wells were observed in the month of May and gradually fell from 

then to October. They were also isolated from surface water sources 

in the study area. Counts of 1.0 x 101 - 8.0 x 102 faecal coli forms 

per 100ml of water were found. 

Parasitological examination of a total of 1,080 stool specimens for 

the prevalence of parasitic intestinal helminths and protozoa 

showed that 621 (57.5%) were infected. A breakdown of this figure 
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showed that 226 (20.92%) harboured Ascaris lumbricoides, 143 

(13.24%) had hookworm. 92(8.51%) had Entamoeba histolytica 

and 43 (3.98%) had Giardia lamblia. Others included the following 

number of cases: 31 (2.8%) of Schistosoma mansoni: 14(1.29%) of 

Schistosoma bovis, 16 (1.48%) of Entamoeba coli. and 1 case 

(0.92%) of the following: Enterobius spp, Trichuris spp. Taenia and 

Strongvloides stercoralis. The prevalence rates were independent of 

the location but dependent on season at P = 0.05. Polyparasitism 

was observed amongst those infected with A. lumbricoides and 

hookworm pairwise combination being the commonest. The 

importance of provision of potable and safe water as well as health 

education to members of the community are stressed. 
















































































































































































































