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ABSTRACT 

The penetration of capital ism into Nigerian agriculture and the 

emergence and consolidation of a capitalist class of farmers in the 

country have, of recent, recieved a lot of attention. It is believed 

that the emergence of this class of farmers producing on a large scale 

and using the most modern technology oould solve the country's food 

crisis. The extent to which capitalism can transform the productive 

forces and corresponding relations of production in Nigeria just like it 

did in Western Europe and America is itself quite controversial. This 

question has been an issue which, historically, has constituted the 

central pointof polemics on social ohange and progress. 

This study has examined the nature and dynamics of agrarian capita-

lism in Nigeria and the composition of the class of farmers spearheading 

this process. It has also looked at the changes this agrarian process i§ 

bringing about in the countryside. Empirical evidence gathered from a 

selected sample of capitalist farmers, peasants and agricultural workers 

has revealed certain dimensions which capitalist agriculture is taking in 

the country. It has been found that agrarian capitalism in Nigeria 

thrives on the exploitation of the labour of peasants and agricultural 

workers coupled with a wide range of incentives and support measures 

offered by the state. The agrarian capitalist class in Nigeria has been 

found to make fortunes in agriculture which are hardly re-invested in 

farming. The survival and profitability of capitalist agriculture in 

found to depend heavily on the exploitation of existing pre-capitalist 

production relations which serve to cheapen the 'cost1 of capitalist 

production in many ways. 



It is still doubtful whether capitalist agriculture can meet the 

food needs of the Nigerian nation and solve its agraxian crisis. The 

contribution of capitalist farmers to the country's agricultural output 

is still insignificant despite generous state support measures. Even 

if this class could produce abundant food, its quest for profit would 

net allow some people, especially the poor, access to this food. Besides, 

the prospects of democracy, we have argued, stands to be jeopardised 

if the nation relies on the capitalist class for food. Thus, agricul-

tural resources it has been recommended, should be concentrated in the 

hands of the peasant majority. 
























































































































