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ABSTRACT

The research is a study of 'CONFLICT MANAGEMENT IN THE
MIDDLE EAST" with specia reference to (he Oslo Peace accord. The study
however consolidated on books, journals, magazines and newspapers. By
using context analysis of secondary sources, it was found out that really the
bone of contention between the Israelis and Palestinians is land.

First, Israelis seemed to 'save had a foresight right from the beginning,
they were a dispersed people until such a time that, they devoted themselves
for championing a cause of returning to Palestine which according to them
was designated by God to them.

As a result, pressure was mounted and the British decided to issue the
Belfour Declaration culminating into a Jewish State in Palestine which was
against the wishes and desires of the Palestinian people, actually the British
offered a gift of what did not belong to them, whereby problems and conflicts
emanated from there.

The findings also reveals that even after the mandate, the super
power(s) tried to mediate between the contending factions for peace.
Resolutions strategies of United States especially has continued to seek for a

lasting peace in the area.
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It was then concluded that, with the new leadership in Israel now, the
peace process should hasten up so that the Palestinian people too will have

their total autonomy in Middle East, and declare a Palestinian State.
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CHAPTER ONE

RESEARCH PROB‘LEM AND METHODOLOGY

.1 INTRODUCTION

"For me what is mos. important is to have a Jewish
state in which at least 80% of its population is
Jewish, (but) the wnon Jewish citizens-  the
ralestinians, Muslims, Christians - should entertain
all a person’s civilian political rights, bechuse 1
believe that racism and Judaism by essence are in
contradiction. The Palestinians i their schools,
government - puaid schools, are entitled - be they
‘Muslims or Christians - to have their religion, to
have their culture,.their language, their heritage. 1
believe that they can be loyal Israeli citizens while
maintaining their special identity. Furthermore, its
time that the last time I had a vote (on the Oslo
Accord) in the Knesset, 1 had a majority of cae, 61
against 59, 1 said then and 1 said it publicly. As
long as I have 2 majority of one, 1 will continue".
(Yitzhak Rabin 1995).

The above statemient wios made by the late Israeli Prime Ministe - based
on the situation on gronnd.  That is as the question ol Isracli-Palestinians
conflict that dates back centuries ago, that is been difficull to find solution to
peace in the area, which is reierred to as Middle East crisis or conflict.

g ;{ - . y

Ultimately, the term "NMiddle Fast" came about as post World War 11
concept used mainly by Western press media to he able o describe the area



or region. 'The region is a multi-¢coloured zone comprising Palestinians(Arabs),
.\.lcws, Turks, Kurds, ctc., who are strong adherents to Judaism, Christianity
and Islam. It is clmraclvkiséc? by instability and chaos to give the region a
"bloody histbl"y“.' : : | ‘

Middle Fast regton was conquered many times and regained control or
stifl aceess to the Holy p!acc:::’a-.t_zl;1|1|el°ciai bascs, too; which éubscqnlclll.ly
ushered in Buropean invasion v -.'!:i:ch thcn-(lcstabilize(‘l the Ottoman Turks rule;
which was in control at that tiase. |

Britith combined iu.'mi!it:ary? diplomacy and duplicity in her bid to
weaken the Turks by incting Avaiy revolts weakening the Germans by all
mcans available and streugthoning hier alliance with her partners especially
l*‘x‘ancc:

It was during the pr(};:css of achicving this that, thrce of the
" controversial (locumepts in Mi(ldic Iast history wére draw thus: The Husayn-
McMahon Correspondence (191 5’); The Sykes-Picot Agireement (1916) and The
Ballour Declaration (1917)., "I‘hcsy documents and dectaration led (o the
cmergence of Palestine a a“s()‘u;*cc of conflict in the Middie East pop darly
tagged as Amb-lsméli conlict ov sthil lé;raeli—Pz}leéti_niun contlict to be specilic.

| One of the docum nfs, the Balfour I)éclaration \\I-!'hich relinquish its

mandate on Palestine, making it possible for the Jews to lind and cstablish a



Jewish state in falestine, \vi1if_-ln 'u‘fas _agaiﬁst the will and desires of the
Palestinians because the Jews (ook over all their land and therefore created
: :.-.c!'ugcs px.*(j)hlcms lor them, w!ai-ch " till now’shas not been resolved. i

A lot ol attempts has !;(-cn made to resolve this crisis, peacc talks
initisted by Kgypt, United States of Ammerica, United Nations Organisation all
inclusive like the Camp David ;\g\.r{‘emeu.t in 1978, the Baker Plan in 1989,
also ll.ll: Cairo Peace Talks of 1993 and 1994, Lgypt took upon the mitiative
uatil September 13, 1993 peace talks which was tagged "Declaration of
I’rinci;l)lcs”. o | |

The Isracli-Palestine Agrfrvinml was officially signed in YWashington DC
bétween Palestine Labour Q;‘g;:;t__i&'_uij.idn (PLO) leader Yasser Arafat and late
I racli Pﬁmc Milnister Yitzh;il{ Rabin which is the Os.ln Peace Accord and
stated lhqt: | o

a) Psrael would give Pﬁlcstiniuns wide ranging concession - PLO

recognition. | ;_ | |

B) - Phe withdrawal of tsrash occupation of all Pidestiv-ian territorics,

like Gaza Strip, West Bank, Golan Heights and fericho all will

- be under PLO Fuie.

c). Then the first p;};;.";(r clections in: Palestinian history where

Palestine will prociaim s state for onc thing a solemn pledge (o



“end. violence.

* As a result of this peacc :'ag:"ccménts, Isracli state was not particularly
irli'slmpof't.ni' it, whicl suhsequvnﬂy' led td the assassination of Prime Minister
Rabin, even after his death, his su:(.:ct‘.ssof_Prilne Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
contitued with it, though !I_lc Progress -'ti')wards peace was lwwvver slow in
illlplcnllérﬁillg. ITowever, in ;h(‘ light of clia!lgillg face of the s.trl.lcture in the
political systent that is the clection in Israel of May 17, 1999 brought in Prime
Minister Ehud Barak of Laboyr Party; now the prospects of a peacclul and
stable Isrueli-l’zﬂcstine area which may cuhntinate in the'cstabli.shr.n.cnt of é

Palestinian stafe is a venture worth undertaking.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The problem to be investigated in this study is why the Oslo Peace
Accord has not been able. (0 bring peace between the Israclis and the

Ialestinians, :

Apainst the wishes and desives of (he Palestinian people the state of
Israel was created which ;1ccm:i!iug to them was a.n infringement upon their
rights, i dispossessed them of jand a.n(l created the refugee problem.. So the

source of conflict is the kand of Palestine which is the bone of conteintion

between the Israelis and thie Palestinians, This crisis has escalated to the point



- of wars uﬁml wars for decadcs now.

Right I'rnm when this conflict started, it was a matter of life :;n(l death
between the two parties.  Thev were never in support of any form of
negotiations. Mo them it was 1II st-ru;.{ulo that knows no negotiations; there was
nothing to negotiate, since to the Palestinians, the Jewish State is an occupying
force that must be defeated and forced out ‘oi' Palestine. While to Israel,
Palestinians should migrate or l."c.lncatc to other Arab countries, that the State
of Isracl in Palestine is meant for Jews, as a promised land from God.

Despite alk tais, some Lkind of movements towards negotiations for one
two parties to resolve the conflict in order to bring peace between them had
taken place, but the two parties rci'uhsc(l to give room for any meaningful
achievements. Then came the Cslo Peace accord which was signed by both
parties to negotiate for peaceful ¢o-existence which has become a fundamental
problem in resolving the cr_iki;c_ or net.

This ;\-'(::'I{ ’hcrcl'm‘c I;:lsft‘:il!,\* sets out to look at the prospects and
possibility of having a I:ISI‘ixxu' peace in the area in the face of obvious

obstacles.

1.3 AIMS AND OILIEC'I‘IV_IQIS OF THE RESEARCH

This rescarch secks to:

wn



istablish the historical background of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict or Middle ast erisis.
2 Analyse the nin,iu%;nus peace accords signed before the Oslo

accord.

]

Examine the final peace accord which is the Osle peac - accord.
4. Assess the viabic wid lasting prospects for peace bet veen the

Israeli:and Palestinians.

.4 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The Realist theory s_imi.i‘ be applied here. Pro nincnt. among the
proponents of this theory are ]!;m;; Mnrgcnthml (1973); K Iward Carr (1979);
Arnold Worfers (1962). Realists belicve that national intc rest and power are
_paramount in international rclations.  Therefore they reject the idea of
morality playing a major role in the conduct of international {)olilicls.

Realism views the world as ia perfect, consequent of the lorces inherent
in human nature i‘;lthl' lh:lll_i#um ¢ these forees and repre s them. The world
can be empowered-by lllnlli[)ul;:!illg.z and utibizing them. he theory appeals
more to historical precedents vather than abstract principles and aims at
realizing the lesser evil rather ."i-.an auvsolute goul; as a result it was brought

about by reason and experiences; il states that international politics is a
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struggle for peace. Certain principles guiding this theory include, first, that
socicty is governed by objective laws derivable from human nature and
therefore possible to distinguisl_: ?n politics between rational and object truth
supported by prejudice and wﬁilful thinking.

Sceondly, that interests defined in terms of power and informs the
thoughts and actions of stnlésmon. It helps to understand their action, both
past and present. These actions are stressed at expense of the motives behind
as this could mislead. A mﬁmml action of foreign policy is therefore good
only if it minimizes risks and maximises benefits complying with the moral
precept of prudence and the political requirement of success.

Thirdly, interest and power, through universally valid as concepts do
not possess fixed status. Their potential in determining political action
depends on time, space and ihe cultural environment within which such
actions or foreign pnlicics‘ :;rg:='-"_forltlltla10(l. It also takes cognisance of
universal moral principles as being significant in political action. Morality is
defined a8 prudence weighing (he .cc.mscquvuces of alternative actions.

The theory also rejects: t:hc cquation of the moral aspirations of
particular nations with universal moral I'laws. The equation of a particular
nationalism with counsels of providence is indefensible. It maintains the

autonomy and supremacy of the political sphere over the economic, legal or



moralist. It posits that ;mliticai action inspired by interest usually
predominate in the sctting o.f lég%ilistic—moralist—goals. For exanii)le in 1939
Wlicn the Russian ane. Finish feud attracted French and British intervention
| and in 1914 when Germany violated Belgium neutrality. Britain and America
| intervened under the guise of protecting weaker Belgium but zﬁ:tuallf to score
political goals against the Germans. | |

Lastly, realism is based upon a plur;alisiiq chception of hwmman nature
as composite of 'economic lll-ﬁl‘i;; ’political man’; ‘moral 1113?1’; ;md. ’religious
nmﬁ’. An cxtremely politics maﬁ w‘n'uld be, a fool, lacking restraint. An
extremely moral man would he a fool, lacking prudence and an extremely
religious man would be a sain:,.lacki.ng inwardly desire.

The realist conception.i;-: traceable to the Machiavcllian and Hobbesian
times when the ’end justificd the means and surviyal was lor ih_e fittest’.
According to the realist, lhc‘smcalled harmony of .intercst or collective interest
say ﬁ.l the.world level is actvally created by the over ruling power of the
previledged  actors,  To them ’]ﬁ)liliczlli_y the allcgctl. community of
international maintenance at world peace is c;.lpitz;li.zcd on by dominant group
()l: ll:ilfi()lls".- : | |

The utility of this ﬂl(‘._(!"‘j; is ﬁnalyzing and explaining the relations of

states within the Middie Fast :ind bétween th: Middle East and the world can



he secn in practical terme; interest and power are two central concepts of the
theory.

These wo are inc-teab'y interrclated and interdependent.  Infact,
realist equate national isterest vith the pursuit of state power. Similarly,
state power is indispensable to the realization of state interests. 'Thus, the
beliel that the minim m 11;'1! i.(I)l_‘l'i:l'? interest of any state is survival.,

This is defined 1s the-protection of the territorial integrity, the Politico-
cconomic require or ideology and. he ethnie, religious linguistic and historical
norms of the state or society. -

Glaringly, the parties to (lic Palestinians prolilems, ()Arabs and Jews)
are fighting for survival. This is represented by the underlying principles of
Arabism and Zionism. l'-ril:ri,n,_ amajor Isracii patron and America with her
influentinl Jewish popul:tica have always hidden behind the smokescreen of
morality in supporting Isracl, whercas Middle East wealth has been their
target. The role of the wor'?;_l or zanisations such us Leagne of Nations at the
beginning and  the Unifed "Nations Organisation in current attempts  at
resolution clearly rlc.\'cals areit susceeptibility to strong influence from a
previledged actor or group of factors for examg!e, the veto power of thie super
powers on the security cmmﬁil.‘ .‘\Ii of these with the realist proposition that

for a state to “survive’, its statesmen conld device specific cooperative or

9



conflicting policies such as competitive armaments, balance of power, forcign
aid alliances, subversion, economic and propaganda warfare of armed
confrontation (War). The Av:b 1‘-c:1guc cease fire agreements, armistice,
terrovist activities, foreign aid ond préss media propaganda makes the realist

theory and adequate analytica! too! for the Middle East.

1.5 LITERATURE REVICW

Relevant literatvre on this Israeli-Palestinian conflict are highly
inexhaustible. Political scientists, historians, journalists have written so much;
on cerfain criteria as the origin, source of the conflict, the role of others like
the United States and United Nations, the numerous peace agreements.

of Middle East", the origin _(}if g!._._.? l.-.;'ucli-l';llestinian conflict can be traced to
the periods ol l.’ir‘st IWurl(I “"\’:-l.l’ (1914-1918). He attributes this to the
correspondence between lhch:'iIisI: High C'ommissioner in Cairo, Sir Henry
MceMabon and Sherif Husayn ‘il’llc air of Mecca, the Husayan-McMahon
correspondence (1915-1916); the Sylies-Picot agrecment 21916) and the Balfour
Declaration (1917).

He believes that, these docun:enis are controversial as they triggered off

the crisis which culminated in tlie ¢reation of Jewish:-state in 1948 which was

10



followed by revolts and open con '_.I“()lllilti()lls from the Palestinians (Arabs). He
stated that the Palestinians and Jewish claim of the Historical right of
Palestine based on the'r various rvligiuus and traditional beliefs could not have
in itsell necessitated a conflict }';{; prolonged as they date back to hundreds of
years. He while acknowledging !iic' role of history and external powers in the
religion of the conflict, coutémlr;‘tlml, the contest for palestine and hence the
conflict, started just when the first World War broke out.

Shimon Shamir (1976) in his book "The Arab-Isracli Conflict". rested

his case where Goldschmidt seemed to have stopped. After stating that the
conflict is only one out of many others in the Middle East. he wrote that, the
foundation ol the Arab-Isracli conflict lies the issue of Isracl’s existence.
Elaborating further, he stated tliat the establishment of the Jewish state, to the
Palestinians was an infringemtnt upon the rights of the indigenous Arab
population - the l’ulcstiniuns.. It dispossessed them of their lands and created
the refugee problem for them while extending the historical view and the role
ol external powers.  Shamir in principle, agree with Goldschmidt that the
source of the conflict was the Iand of Palestine.

Iayez Sayegh (1970) leaves no one in doubt of the cause, source and
origin of the confiict. In interrogative style, he asked "When the Palestinian

conflict was created by England in 1917, more than 10% of the inhabitants of

11



the counﬁ*y were Arabs widlc there was no more than 65,000 Jews? The
involvement of fo:_'ci;;n powers in reasont why this should occur cannot be
understood \viiflﬁllt' 1_lio conluxt of ii;é national interest of the powers involved,
the nature and interest in (uvk s.ulii_cg with the role of imperialism.

N Mqrc- also, Noah l;llll(‘ilé.".ﬁ_‘(-i‘)'?S) t lis own analysis, staled that the
history ol'.l’alcstinc from the t'i;:i(‘ of the Roman conguest to the settlement of
ch.é at the end of 19th coutury, d_o(n-s not belong to the chi,‘;ll history, except
as the Zionist doctrine a![ac!;;:!'so mueh importance {o the presence of a
nuniber of Jews in the band !?;l'{)ligllduf. the entire period. The Jews of
Palestine were not ancestors of the modern Israel. Zionism was berrowed
from 2 religions tradition tha! Emd:nlrcudy ripeaed at the Roman expulsion
eightleen ccrﬁurfcs previousty. ‘ 'Thc creators of modern Isracl ﬁndertook to
terminate the exit of religious :}na;{ri.nc by restoring tire Jews to their sclicme.
s llisml'y was not incorporat-d to their ideology except for their awarcness
ol the tenacity displayed by is remaining Jews through centuries of
pfrsccuiiun, nussacre and forvigan invasion,  However, s.incc. llll(' Loman
Empire, the land had ¢ome umhf ihe successive rule of Byzanstines, Persians,
- Arabs Scljul Tm.'ks crusailcvré., *amulukes, I't.-’lon.goli_s and final the Citoman
Turks who incorporated it within their cmpire in {ie year 1517 and

3

niaintained their control vl 2917,



It the words of Mrs. ‘sold.a Meir, (1968) the Isracli Premier declared:

"T'here was no such thing a l’l']!"'iﬁl.lia‘.ll people ..." it was not as though the
Palestinians... and we care - ad rew them out and took their land, they did
not eaist! This argunient vos informed by a widely aced pted belief that the
Palestine territory was occupicd by the Arabs that migrated from
neighbouring Arab States and wore never indigenes of Palestine.

Don Peretz (1979) Sm!‘.-(l- t.l‘ni, whife great activity and large membership
were generated in Europe and A=If1f_‘.ri¢'m: during the first 20 years of Zionism,
the situation in MF(I(IIQ EuS'l }t-':ig different. There was still no political entity
called Palestine. It was lllCi".'f}:&l“:lgllC reographical ferm indicating the areca
wherc the ancient Philistines i.l'mi later Jews had lived. 'The largely Arab
population were not yet known a5 Palestinians but referred to themselves as
Syrians. That after the ()ltmnam.(-mu[uvsl in 1517, it was partitioned between
the two Ottoman villagers (orovinces) of Beirnt and Syria and the smaller
Sunjak (adiinistrative subsidiar: ) of Jews.

In the 19(h century, I’-.llc.;;:i:w was a neglected administrative district of
Ottoman Syria says Don ‘l'(‘t7: (.1‘.’79). It was sparsely populated by the Arab
peasantry and various f(n'vigﬁ :uiql religious foundations, including the
conmunitics of pious Jew enraged in religious strdy and subsisting on meagre

charity. The Palestinians populition was estimated to have numbered about
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300,000 in 1882, white the Jews u-t that tim’eiolalled about 24,000. 'i‘licse were
Jocated for the most part in the E'.f.mr citizen of Jerusalem, Tiberias, Hebron,
where they pursued their dclvoi.':n:zs naving no memory to ¢vents in the wider
wl(n‘ld‘

N Furthermore, Perety, n’ui-{‘:!‘ lh:.ll,.l'rum the Biblical story of Israelites in
Patestine, still  the Jews before the creafion of the State of Israel
acknowledged the fact that, some other Jevish populatiou were still existing
'in Palestine, though they were in the mimority compsred to the Arab
popwlation in l’;aicstinc.

I essence, - singular irstance g:OIlvilitfcd the Jews that in as much as
some other Jews were staying Ei:‘ f:’ill(‘.';tiﬂc that i*alestine should be their home
land and that, there Was ineet’ {o acz'.:;:.lim such dlrcam.

The Palestinians also i.cEg;:ouécdge the oxisting of {hese Jews among
thenisincluding other tribes ’:,\u-? never disputed with them prior to the
establishment of state of Israe! or the Zionist iﬁcursion into the Palestine
territory.  He concluded s arpoment by stating that, the geographical area
Ccalled Palestine in the Mid. e Eas! was occrpicd lor cemturies by both
Palestinians -:md Jews including aother minor tribes. He argued that this area
“had passed vnder the rufership of one power or the other. The tast that

gccupied and ruled this arca hefore the first World War was the Oftoman

14



Empire, but after the war, Axisl Power/Ottoman Empire were defcated.
Britain then ,occupljcdl and '1:lgle‘q., tllislarca under the League of N:tions’
mandate. It was guring the era ;)f British 0ccuh£tion of Palestine that the
State of Isracl was established i!t.“1948.

in the words of l*Jl—Asmar.(l‘)?S) described th(; life ol’zi Palestinian as
very bathetic, mll.d. lived in very poér cnllditifbll starﬁng from the children who
oo oul to the fields. There were (omatoes, cucumbers, watcrmelons, beans
and other vegetables which are harvested in the summer. The ficlds scemed
to be cl'ltilﬁss. "1 14'en-1(~.mber that Jewish boss who stood and looked at us as
we worked almost continuously !:m.*‘cight hours. the only breaks we had were
to cat, We. worked in this way !’gir sévcn days, and at the end of the work
Jreceived the first pa:; of my life - hall an Issaeli pound (4 pence)! 1 r‘an to my
home happily to give the money to my father”. '

Going further. he said, this continued after a Ibng time since they werc
under the captive of the Jewish people. which in turn, the Jews took over
(henr houses and began (o he I;lb;ir;ctl Ilw‘rc. ‘The Palestinians were not allowed
to _lcm*c their own ghetto without a permit from the authoritics, and the most
infuriating thing for us was thai“ 0uf area and otliér arcas mn I.Jydda, which

were inhabited by Patestinians were under military command. While the rest

of the city in which Jews lived was not Palestinians were not allowed out
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without speciad pcnﬁits.
+ o

In his conclusion he said,- this was on for a long time, simply because
we a.rc Palestinians- (Arabs) and the Jews are fighting to take over our land.
This is our country and the housces in ‘which Jews live today were until a short
wliile ago fived in bly Palestinians (Arabs) owners who had I:uillﬂthcm with the
sweat of their brows, and from: whom all I hear now is mcs.sages. to their
relatives over the radio. | |

Sagigh (1979) rema- ked" we lived in paradise so was often heard from
the older Palestinians. The re!'ugcc camps it is true that these dispossessed
peasants have recalled tllcir.hm—;ges i’n'l’alestine from a present so bleak that
their poverty and class 0p51res§i51i there tend to be blurred. But there is truth
inn their yicw of pcasant life aé gaod. for inspite of poverty. ;I‘lleil' land
pi‘ovidcd them with all they ncc(.lc(l, village and c_lans snlid:zrity formed a
warm, strong, stable environment for thc'_i_ndividual, a sense of rootedness and
belonging.

The ;lmml' of the strength of peasant social reladions is (hat (hey
survived in dispersion and helped l;alestinians theniselves to survive. They
formed too, an unbreakable unllb'iliczll cord that ties newl-orn Palestinians to
tﬂc cuunﬁ*y that .fdrmcd their fqi'cb(;ars. Until Zionist : agg cssion probed

into thie people’s peasant lifc and brought misery unto them. DBut then they
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intcndc(l“ Lo pass .to children t'hfa: homes that were their inheritance, even
though they might be hawlaiug'chiciels on the i)eacilcs of Beirut.

In her conclusion, ;e said, e.\'«pcagﬁnt Palestinians, know well that most
of their villages have been crased or twned into Israeli scttlements, but this
kinowledge, does not sever their ties ‘with the land, insteac it politicizes them,

The Palestinian longs io make his own life a part ¢! that country, this
[or hillll involves political ::;tion. joining a resistance group, defending his
camp ()i‘g:'lllizillg with the f(:i‘aou:' workers, working for thoir return.

Bonds (1981) i‘n simi!nf words said, Palestimians were pushed to tﬁe
wall, they only had (o resoi! to’fig!;i, which was in smali guerrilla bands in
viltage militias or in the ranks of the Arab liberation Army, a poorly armed
fufcc of o ﬁrt)llszilld ]’alesti';tizlilé and three thousand voi mteers from other
Arab countrics. ‘ ,

The people of Palestine suppioried ihclfighlcrs as nest as they could,
then casualties wéi‘c high, iat~.ca{lse Eél‘aelis carricd out night raids. Soldicrs
altacked quict villages (ha! “had net been mvolved in the (ighting troops,
entered villages alnd silenfly placed dynamite around the stone houses,
drenching doors and windov's frames with gaseline. Then stepping back they
openced fire with their guns. The sleeping inhalyitants <ied in their explosion

and fire that destroyed their homes.



Furthermore, she said, Tsractis gave warning for villagers to flee their
homes but often only to mm;'lu i part of Palestine pot far enough away for the
Zionist. The Zionist goal wa iu "clear the land" of ifs inhabitants, but
Palestinian leaders urged the pﬁ)ph- to stay and fight.

Israclis main strategy was :‘II 2l out altack throughout the whole of the

Yalestinian Arab population. As ‘Iun;_'_ as most Palestinians stayed in Palestine,
the Zionists could not win a decisive victory.,

According to Said (1707), the question of Palestine is therefore the
contest hetween an affirmation and 1 denial, and it is this prior contest, dating
back over a hundred years w ich animates and makes sense of the current
impasse between the Arabs r:i:.!.és :1;:d Isracl.

The contest has been @imost comically uncver from the beginning.
Therclore, there is no doubt ”i;t't the contest in Palestine has been between an
advanced culture and a relatively backward, more or Jess traditional one.

Put we need (o try to :u_;(_lcrhiun(l what the instruments of this contest
were and how they shaped sr.!l.-'-.'qlu-nl history. "That this history now appears
to conlrm the validity of the “ionist claims to Pulestine thereby denigrating
the Pal stinian claims.

"n conclusion therefore. we raast understand that e struggle between

Palestivians and  Zionism 2+ a struggle between o presence and an
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interpretation. The fOl'lllCI“ constantly appcarillg to be over powered and
eradicated by the latter. What was their presence? No matter how
backward, uncivilized, and‘silcni tllcj’ were, the Palestinians (Arﬁbs) were on
the Landl. | |

Here Rice (1994) argucs that, Palestinians have sometimes been called
"the Jew.slof the Arab wor_ldl‘;l. | Certainly 'thcy are of(:n high‘_ achievers,
distinct in their manners in mans’ of -ihcir custonis and in which much of their
culture, given to scholarship and now, more sadly, accustomed to exile and
persecution. But at the time of l.s.raclis C';'czltion éild their dispossession, they
were a small people, friendless and bewildered by the disaster to which fate
had exposed thcm.

The l’al&stinians were poiitically unsophisticated and umiware of the
cardinal importance, so brillianﬁy realized by their opponents of secking
l'ricmls'in. the cabinet romns'mlci couniing louses of an industrialized world
_of which few of thiem had any nndcrstailding or contact. Even after the
creation of the state of Lsrael, for a crucial period of a gencration or move
they wasted time on infernecine disputes, tosscd from party to party in inter-
Arab rivalries and in a suceession of minor, often pointless fbrays against
Israch targets.

These were invariably always battled away with calm assurance by their
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vastly more sophisticated oppenents who had all the most advanced weaponry
and intelligence technigques s:=;)blicd by misguided and often delibemtcly
misted Western 21ilics. The I’a!s_‘r;!i}iians waﬂ of Sﬁcccss on the battle field was
(Iui)limt'cd. by their failure to cony‘ince- the world outside the middle East of the
justice or more poignant still, even the relevance of their cause.
Furthcrn‘m'l;é, Rice still ngknowlet_]gcs the essential elements as the
Jewish migrants, largely of European origin, to the land which was once part

Israel, claim that they arc the direct lincal

]

of Palestine and is now called
descendants a.nd hcus of the -oécupzmts of the land which was promiscd to a
group of Semitic-speaking clans-early in the 2}-1_(1 millennivm BC by the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, three of thosé putative ancestors from whom
they and other Semites claim descent. |

Further it is claimed ﬁlilt those who have adopted Judaism as their
religious belief, becoming in the process "sons of Abraham”, have equal titie
Lo live in the land of Isracl.

In Light of this ill[t‘g(‘tl_(l(‘.‘ft:(.‘lll or inheritance every Jew, [rom wherever
" he or she may come can claim ihc_ rigill of return t(; Isracl and to citizenship
of the State,

Adl together .now for"p'c_;i;;é“:, Moussa (1995) put it, 10 save the peace

process Irom collapse. It all that was required were the serious talk and
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qarnest pledges of the Summitcc_':'; a comprehensive peace in the Middle East
would beat hand.

Beilin (1995) also inb‘i.'»‘lc‘(i.-lllill. the summit would have a positive
impact. It <howed, how a block was being created for peace.

Arafat (1998) posits that o new empathy for Israclis, we are fully
committed to whatever is requis c(-! from it to achieve real security and
constant peace for every Islruc_ii person and for til(‘ Isracli people... e
promised to do everything pnssi.‘*!.c t_h:ll no Isracli mother would be worried
il her son or daughter is late in-coming home.

Furthermore, he saw il-as @ real opportunity foi the Palestinians. It is
a turning point, no doubt of it, he said we have fo persuade our friends that
it should not just be a ceremonia! session. There must be a determination {o
achicve real peace.

The hope that the prospects for peace may actually improve because of
Rabin’s assassination may h'_' more than wishful thinking says Oz (1995), this
will not Kill the peace process hecause under Peres the new government will
continue the same policy and perhap$ act with even more determination and
with more anger. Ife believed that, the right wing opposition in Isracl as a
whole will become rhetoricaily more respon: ible. In the short run, there will

be a Kind of restraint and perhaps a celative unily which we have not had for
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a long time, -

For con!’!ipl nmanagemeni y jus.ticc, peace as well as s z_lbility shouid be at
thic forcfront. As asserted by Z:rtman (]991) there is need to ensure stﬁbilit_y
throughout starting from the r;_';'{i‘nmll bais. On African region, the role of
Organisation of Alrican Unily {(OAU) as a regional m'guuisation in conflict
resolution is of importance, o also are the roles of sub-regional organisatiOIIS
such as Economic Contmunity of W(,;Ist African States (ECOWAS-ECOMOG),
Southern African Devc!()pm.eu_i | Conunun ity (SADC‘) Lergue of Arab States
(LAS) in cnlsur'illg regional sccuri.ty ‘is cn‘lrciai. |

Zartman argued that, \\'i.i.hout economic redistribution, the basis for
achicving substantive justice in a highly inequitable socicty will not be rather
the conflict will be redefined, but not climinated. He further arguéd that the
most impressive feature of conilicts are refusal of parties in conflict to make
genuine compr(nilise and Sl!jii’g‘ {0 bring the crisis to an cindl.

Mutual understanding is the pivot of conflict resolution that parties
must Tuud an apreed I'nrm'ulai‘ that satisfies their basic needs and reach
common understanding about routines of political bargaining.  Such
understanding should cen.tlrb ﬁh the ability of partics to identify :m(i
acknowiedge the needs of theiv antagonisis and {0 see how lmil.atcral actions

affects the other.
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Parties to conflict sh(::xid he ill)lll' to compromise on the core issues and
the development of a bargaiiing calture which ware very crucial in moderating
conflicting interests. "hat !'10-!79:1:|;|gw.ucnt of conflicts must be based on the
satisfaction of needs, a sense of fairness, and an acknowicdgement of an
intrinsic right (o participate in decision about one’s fate. He cefers to this as
"Democratic Transformation”, "This was demonstrated in the resolution of the
South Africar -Namibian and Cambodian conflicts.

Here it could be seen that the resolution of conflicts to the desire to < ct
alone by people as basic to the egotistical nature of a rational actor; in whi h
at any time he wishes to se!ve the problem multilaterally by holding on and
denying the ¢ aims of the c’l~.‘..ll“élvl_:;ing parties. This is to say that when two or
more parties attempt a uniliiera! .a'gsoluiiml of a problem they run up against
cach other and conflict il ;:'_"rsisl. Somalia, Sud.:n, Bosnia, Isracl-
Palestinians ave often cited s f:\i;-mplcs.

Zartman further statcd. that resolution can orly be achieved by
negotiation ard partics in conflict should always turn to n altitateral solutions,
when unilateral solutions hecoime impossible because of the inadequate
resources and: cffective cm:.r:t(__'r;'n'ti(ms by another -p:u'ly. Multilateral party
must show that it is willing an nl‘n-c to grant the other wide a solution exchange

for recognition of its place @+ pait of the problem, as laid laims to the Isracli-

e
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Palestinian conllict in 1973 was _cr‘r}‘t.ailed from unilateral rcsﬁlution, with the
articulation of a formuia by the _!‘_Initcd Nat ons Sccurity Council Resolution
244 tagged “'.l“c':'*riliory for Securiiy" and was imnlemente! along the Syrian
and Egyptian boarders.

_ A__I_._sq, Cost :u_l(l bhenefit ;_m;ll‘ysis, Zartman stated was ihat Wl‘lilt was used
in resolving the Iran-Tragi coni‘l'ia:t in 1980s. According to him conflict
_numagc'm-cnl was ripe at that 154}::10:1!;, for the Iranian source of arms has
_collapsed zm(_l both sid’ 5 have beer worn oul by nine years of brutal war and
the catastrophe wlas sér i in (ke possibility of an Iraqgi cliemical missile raid in
Telran.  Therefore the United Nalionsl Secretary General provided the
fermular lor an agreement, and it was fully enacted.

It could be said that t!:e' United Nations and the super power(s) which
Linited States has been acknowledeed a.s the feader of the new world order
have offered encouragement for peace efforts and ncgotiated solutions in all
major conflicts to make a world a better place to live in. |

The foregoing therefors reveals an abundant raage of literature on (he
ovigin, sourcc and pros;)ccts for peace between the Israelis-Palestinians.,

e

1.6 HYPOTHESES/FRO'SITIONS

The lesser the degree of external influence in the Ysraeli-Palestinians
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conllict, the greater the prospecis for peace.

1.7

b)

Fl

acklmwlcdgclilcnl of the futifity of the violeat option.  Not necessarily
synonynious with ahso‘luf.c era lication of conflict, jt precludes a mutual
preparcdness for joint action and cooperation in common ficlds of
human endeavor,

IMPERIALISM - Is the attcmpt or action of any state or group of

states to influecnce and <lictate the political, cconomic, cultural and

social sifuation in another state cither directly or indircctly, by

- systematic and subtle manipuiation or forceful imposition.

NATIONAL INTEREST - Is the overall motive that propels a state into

action or il relates with other states. W underlines the definition of

goals and manncr of con<duct of international actions. It is a summary
of goals national actor hope (o scorce by their policics, decision,actions

and inactions in forcign policy dictated either by statesmen ideology or

domestic political aspiraiions.
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&) ZIONISM - Is derived irom ihe word Zion, the traditional synonym for
Jerusalem and land of Isracl. The idea of Zionisin - the redemptiion of
the Jevish people in its ancestral homeland - is rooied iﬁ the continubus
longing and do.ep attac_-!:m‘e:zf to the land of Israel which have been an
i_hhcrcnt part of Jewish 1:xi§l0uu: in the diaspora throughout (he

centuries.

¢) - CONE:ICT MANAGEM’L'['LNT - Is therefore finding a multilalcral.
solution that replace the attempt'nl’ eélcll party to. impose ‘its will. Here,
conflict management can be ch;:_:.l.\' a whole range of techniques employed in
a society to prevent 111(:_ devclopment of conflict situation or as to the need to
creafe a condur;.iﬁ atmdspherc “or resolution. |

T

1.8  SCOPE OF THE SiUDY |

Strictly on the Oslo Pe-.lcc.‘;-\ccord which is the subject of .the. research
work. How Far it has gone with the peace process now (hat the original
“initivtor is climinated. - .

In terms of space, the study éovers strictly Palestine area in thc Middlc
- East that is the area coverin;{prpscﬁt day state of Isracl and then due to the

framework of international relations and interdependence that characterises



the international pelitical systemn, certain places may be bricefly mentioned like
Egypt, Jordan, Syria, to an extent United States of America and few others.
Timewise, covers the period when the Oslo Peace Accord was signed in 1993

till date te resolve the crisis.

.9  SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH

To analyse the Oslo l’é:l.cc Accord and sce }10w it enhances peace in the
area. The I‘CSCEI-II‘CII work shall also hlék(: a modest contribution to existing
literature on the Israeli Pa[ésiinian conflict. Also to liclp us in the Nigerian
state to understand the naturc and dimension of the conflict in helping us to

fashion out a particular foreign policy that can help this.

1.10  RESEARCH METHODOLOTY

The research work shail depend on secondary sources of data collection,
That is, vuse of magazines, newspapers, publications, journals and other
current happenings in the arca. It will be critically and objectively analysed

removing all forms of sentimends.

1.11 ORGANISATION OF WORK

This work shall be organised into five chapters. That is chapter onc
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will iull'(;(lucc the huckgmund “t(; the crisis, aims and objectives of the stl'dy;
Ii;cmlurg revicew, including com_‘cpts' definition while chapter two will dwell on
the cstuhlishm(zl{l of the state of ls;rael, factions that_ aided its cstablishment iln
Palestine and the final proclamation. Al$o try to focus on Palestinians in their
carliest stages of the conflict :a:i;] struggle-up Lo this present state,

Chapter three will fﬁcus on conflict nianagemcnt in the Middle East.
Chapter four will focus on Oslo l’e'acc Accord and -assess how far the peace
aecord has gone, to (letcrmi-nc .w'hether peace will exist between both parties.

Cliapt(ﬁ‘ five which is tlyiz final chapter will summarise the work by

testing the hypotheses, make recommendations and conclusions.
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CHAPTER TWO

HISTORICAL GRIGIN OF THE M]])DLE EAST
CRISIS: THE CONFLICT BETWEEN
ISRAEL AND TIIE PALESTINIANS

2.1 INTRODUCTION

- This chapter would aifempt a histerical emergence of the modern state

1

of Israel and then the conflict between Isracl and Palestinians.

2.2 EMERGENCE OF THE MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL

The Jewish 'history hegan about 4,000 years ago, with their ciaim ()f.
birth place in the land of Isiuel. There, a significant past of the nations long
history was enacted of which the first thousand years are recorded in the
Bible, there its cultural, rcli.gio‘u's and national identity was formed; and there
ils phjsicul p.resenc.c has Been muintained unbroken through the centuries,
ceven alter phc majority wzt;_*sl forced ‘in-to exile,

l)lﬁ‘iﬂg the I;1|1g yeuis of ﬂ‘i.;'g-wrsi(m, the chigh pmplf did not forget .ils.
l)on(l.wit”h the -1;"(]. Tll(;'..f(:\-;’!'ﬂil_-ll&l([ been undcr a mlml)er;of foreign
dontination like the Roman Rule .‘(3BCI~1-313CE); Byzanline Rulc; (313-636)
under the Arab Rule (636-1099) cic. Dur'@ug the Roman rule, the Jews did not

willingly accept the new regime, and the following years witnessed frequent
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'.insm.'rc(':tions. ."I‘I‘lc l'{umnnsbins:istchd in rulihg, i.he land became a vassal state
of the Roman Empire. T he Jevws resisted the Roman rule until Jérusalcm and
the 'l‘Cl;IplC v.-'as. desiroyed i:i ’7OBC by the Roman forces. This gravely
;il'l'cctcd the .lc{visll puople. Al!::o, an csl_ii.natcd 61;0 million chs-pcrishcd in
the siege of Jerusalem alone, with many killed elsewhere in the country and
tens of thousands sold into slavery.

By thé (léfe'zit of the Rontan rule by the Byzantine Empire, Jews were
deprived of their former aﬁtdn'omy, as well as of their right to hoklil public
| positipns and were forhiddqn to enter Jerusalem except on one day of ;hc year
fo mourn the destruction of Jernsalem, cvelltu.ally, the Arab took ovér.
(11 rsch 1993:18-21). The Avab conquest of the land tg- lasted more than four
centuries, with Caliphs ruling ;'i:‘sl from Damascus, then from Baghdad and
Egvpt. At tl.lc\ou.tscl of T<lamic rule, Jewish 'sett.lemcnl in Jerusalem was
res nimed and the Jews werce 't;'r'a.n&ed permission to live under "protection”, the
custonary status of mjlu—Musli‘n.ts un(.lt"r Islanic rule which safeguarded their
Iivcs; ]n‘npcrl;v and fre v(lm'li 1.)_[ w:h‘ship in rcinm for payment .0!' special poll
and land (axes. ‘ |

l_-lowcvcr,. the :.ul)sc_qucnt itroduction .Of restrictions against non-
lllllSliIiiIS :ll'fcctcd'tlle Jews public conduct, religion and legax_l_ slat.us while the

imposition of heavy taxes on agricuitural land compelled most of them to lcave



their rural communities and move to towns, where their circumstances harcdly
improved. ’
_ . _ _ o
_ Increasing social and economic discrimination forced many Jews to leave
the cuﬁsntry., so that by ihc end of the 11th century, the Jewish commumily in
the tand had diminished CQ;ISi{l{:I';Il.—)l)" and had lost some ol its organisational
and ccliQinus cohesiveness.
At this point, the Jews were dispersed all over the world like in Europe,
Asia cle. Even though, the Jews :were in diaspora, they still belicved so muéh
in their Biblical story of Israel as their -“designat'cd area to the.m b); Goﬂ, for
that the land of Palestine should belong to them. It was then that the Jews

though of their independence whereby moves towards the creation of Israeli

State was started.

.2".2.'1 'REASONS FOR THE ._ EST AhLlSHMENT

The Jews belicved so much in the Biblic.al" story of Palestine or
.'I.crusulém S 1.)ccil'icully as should helong to them, so no where else could satisty
them as the land of Israel.’l However, East Africa too was offered to them as
aland by British govcrnmcnt'l?u_l they rejected it -that they h:ive no connection
with Africans. T he only pl#ée for them was the land of Palestine. The Jews

had their reasons for the choice of Palestine a$ the land designated to them by
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Gﬁ(l (Safran 1978:19-20).

~ First the Jc-_wish expericncé in Europe where they expected harsh
treatment, |)('l'S(.3C:l.lti0ﬂS, masé;m"e and even to a point oll_’ cxtcrminzﬂti_on by the
‘Nuzivﬂcmi:éuy. This destruction of human lives made them to mobilize
themselves l.'nr.m(_)re support among the Jews all over the world and sgck lor
~ a permanent solution or finding a hbmelzu_id in Palestine. (Noah 19751-:16).
| Also, the cbntribution ﬁ!'_Ziolﬁsm to the fact that, the land of Palestine
belongs to Jews. fl‘his was championed by Theodor Herzl, in many ways he
was sclf-inspired in his dccis_iniftﬂ seek a solution to the q.uestionlof the Jews
in Europe. Herzl, called for the creation of a Jewish state that would absorb
- European Jews and thus EI-l‘d the anti-semitism that still prevailed even in
Western Europe zind prdvcd ﬂmt Ias.similation was impossible butl that thé only
solution to the Jewish problem was a mass exodus of the Jews to a state of
their own, (Smith, 1996:29).

| Zionism claimmed that, in the 19th century, the land of Palestine was a
neplected administrative district of Otoman Lanpire, it was sp;u'sély populated
by Palestinians peasantry ; aned various foreign and rcligious foundations
'including' thlc. cdnimlinitics.df pwus Jlews engaged in religious study and
suhsi#ting on meﬁQrc .chén.'ity', S éven zlftcr'thé. dispersion, sonie cbnsid.erahle

population of Jews -vere still Jett in Palestine, which had formed the basis for
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argument of the Jews claiming l'il(‘. land of Palestine as their homeland (Noah
(1975:23).

Also the Arabs themselves were not so much keen about international
politics neither did they understand the political gimmicks of the international
world (Mayhew 1975:10) and this lack of understanding prevented them from
declaring their own Palestinian State as was guaranteed by the United Nations
General Assembly in N()\"L‘lllh(‘l; 1-947, the partition plan of the majority. The
Jewish leadership was quick tn,ﬁccci)l it, the Palestinians Kicked against the
approval. (ThisDay Newspapcr, 1999). Additionally and more importantly,
is the total support enjoyed by the Jews from the British administrators,
especially the Labour Party which wanted the Jews settled in Palestine.

Mayhew (1975:11) in Ilix_ analysis was critical of the roles played by the
Jews in Great Britain using lliv Lul)m_lr Party in achieving their ends. Also,
the wealthy European-Jews provided financial assistance in sponsoring the
formation of an organisation, that would arrange the transference of Jews fo
i"1eir home land in Palestine. "They also helped persuade (he European leaders

ol the validity and feasibility of the idea. (Smith 1996:29).

2.2.2 FINAL DECLARATION AND ESTABLISHMENT IN PALESTINE

Despite the harsh treatnient and the persecutions that the Jews suffered
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in dinspora, they still held untc their Judaism faith, the thinking of going back
to the land of Palestine as dosignatcd‘to them was also intensified. This led

to the formation of Zionist Movement by Theodor Herzl (1860-1904).

According to him,

"Fhe idea which § have developed in this pamphlet
is a very old onc: it is the restoration of the Jewish
~ State”. '

The official statement of Zionist purpose was adopted by the first
Zionist congress in Basle (Switzerland) in August, 1897. The aim of Zionism
is Lo create for the Jewish people a home in Palestine secured by public faw.

The congress contemplates thie foHowing means to the attainment of this end.

: a)..". - The promotion on Sui_tz;l)le liycs of the colonisation of Palestinc by

| Jc\yi.sh agricultural :an(l indu_strial workers.

LY E The organisation and l)Entii;lg together of the whole Jews I?y
means of anpropriate justitutions, local and international in
accordancc with the laws of cach count.ry.

) The Slrcngthcni‘ng-an_(l fost.cn‘illg of J.cﬁ*is.h National sentiment and

: consfiousness.

- d) Preparatory steps towards obtaining government{ consent, where
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necessary, to the attainment of the aim of Zionism (Laqueur

4

1969:11-12).

'l‘lié whole plan in essence was the creation of a new state for the Jewish
people.

Zionism ::s a doctrine rcje('wd outright the possibility of the Jews heing
ahlé to live as cilizeas of various; f:nuntriés on cqual terms with non-Jews and
asserted that Jews cveryvhere cnnstituted'a single nation for which it sought
o sccure a national home Il(-)t‘:dl.l},! where but in Palestine. (Safran 1978:21).

Thus, due.to persecutions, har‘sh trcni_meﬁ that Jews were facing in
diaspora, Zionism champiohcz!_,t!w cause of establishing a National Home in
Palestine to help Jews of ail :i;i:_; problems. So at Basle, (Switzerland) in

August 1897, the Zionist Congress was held, which Herzl furtier asserted

that:

In Basle P lounded the Jewish State. I 1 were Lo
say this aloud, 1 would meet with general lavghter;
but in another five years, and certainly in another
fifty ycars, everyone will be convinced of this. This
state is created mainly upon the people’s will for
state". (Safran 1978:20).

Herzl devoted himself to this great task of building a national home in
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“Palestine, ‘l"m' the Jewish pcu‘pic but it was ratiier deemed advisable not to
declare that openly h’ecause of {he Ottoman rule objections to the idea of a
ncw nationality s‘ceking self-rule isi its territory.
| The ()Ilmm\ﬁ rule war;.'rélth&;r afraid of any Western influence and
intrusion in their empire which vwas already disintegrat 'd mainly because,
religiously, the Jewish faith-in :hl(laism and i;ossibly Ch-'istimlitf will bring
prohic_ms to the alrcady cst;:!;lishcd Islamic faith which thoy suffered in
establishing (Spriih 1*)96:30) vzl wcint to Constantincple on several occasions
and met with Sultan Abdul Hamid but the authorities were rcluctant to grant
this rcqﬁest, but he continued bis efforts and project as leadership of Zionism
till his death in 1904 (Smith 1996:31). o
i—lowcvcr, the situatidn i‘ilallgcd after the world wars, Germany was
defeated, the Ottoman rule had to give way since it was an ally of Germany.
Palestine was then llall(lﬂd.(l!“i;l: _ic; the British rule under the League of
Nations hmndalt; -(Snllilh l9§i1:"40).- IHere again, the JeWs cbntinued their
struggle and quest for a llilli’ﬂ!!;lnl Lioine in Pajestine, the leader ol"lhc Zionist
l\*’lm'c.men‘t hecame Dr. Ch:ﬁm ‘»\‘feij'mlaml.- The Britis_h int(:l.'est n Zionism and
alestine then increased, British rbcognis@d and aupported the i<dlea of a Jewish
state in Palestine (Smith, l996:56}.

As a resuli, the Brifish decided to issue thie Balfour Declaration which

I3
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“consisted of a si'ngl'c long séntcnc_e in.the form of a letter dated November 2,
1917 addressed by foreign se('.rv'tary Arxrthur Balfour to Lord Rofhschild as

Tepresentative of the Zionists. it read:

"I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on
behalf of His Majesty’s government, the following
declaration of . sympathy with Jewish Zionist
aspirations which has been submiited to and
approved by the cobinet. His majesty’s government
view with favour the establishment in Palestinc of a
national home for the Jewish people, and will use
their best endeavors to facilitate the achievemcent of
this object, it being clearly understood that nothing
shall be done which many prejudice the civil and
religious rights of existing non-Jewish commuuities
in Palestine, or the rights and pelitical status
cnjoyed by Jews in any other country". (Safran
1978:24).

Amidst open protests F rom Palestinians National Congress between 1919

~and 1923 which cr_(prcsscd fear of .Zioilist political objectives and rejected the

B::-lfuur Dcclm*:iti(;n} in spitc of warnings contained in report of various

co;nmissimls of enyuiries sug"h:u.s"']-(iug Crane Commission, 1919 which simply

reported and syggested that _the_B.ri.tish Zionist objective project) should be

given vy . Th.e .'British procceded 'l)y. méﬁiphlating immigi‘atibn laws and
pressured the Otloman gm*crmneiit to (lQ same (Khalid 1984).

In 1939 about 75,000 Jews were admitted into Palestine and between
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1931-1936 ahm;t. :64 more Zionist c’olo;]ies were c#tnblishcd. Landownershlip
laws w;'.re also ascended Lo it ﬁrvvailing policics. Also, 2 Muslim congre:s in
Jerusalem attended by delogs;té:é from 22 Arab States warned against the
‘p-olitical.‘(Inngcrs 6I’ British })l‘f).-‘?.inll'isl policies (Banwo 1995:18).

* This opposition and se(tement of the Jews continued, the British
ignored the handwriting on the wall and persisted on their policies. The
British govcrmlil‘cnt quietly witlidrew her mandafe and wenf back to ihc
League of Nations which in ‘furn divided Palestine territory between Jews and
Palestinians (Arabs). The 1"‘;1-leslia-nia1!s rejected the partitioning which Isracl
was (uick to acl: a state of Israel was proclaimed in Tel Aviv on May 14, 1948
by David Ben-Gurio and ca‘mu‘-ini{)' cffect the next day (Smith 1996:145).

Even though, the state of L.racl was proclaimed but all this took place
in .lhc midst nl; (.;;;_g()ing coniﬂict, rrisis and for the Jews jubilation. T h ¢
Palestinians opposed his, the ind-pendent state had international recognition
and backing by both Britain, United States, League of Nations then, couple
wilh Isracli cl;aiuins over Palestine as l]l'Si#ll:llC(! to them, 'This then made all
other Jews from all over the world o return hoine and this has culminated

into the problem of settling them and displacing the Palestinians of land for

settiement, -
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23 RESIS’]‘ANCEAN]..)':')"'-I.‘R‘UGGLE OFF THE PALESTINIANS
o 'l‘hé name, Palestine r(zfé;:r;:d to the ancient land of Cannan, the Biblical
promised land was derived l‘min the Philistines who occupicd the southern
coastal region in-. the 12th ccnlu‘ryl“BC (Banwo 1995). Until the end of World
War |, Palestine was as unimpbrl:ml ll_)‘.'lcli. waler of the Turkish Empire.
There were no political front icrsI deflining the country. Both the land and its
pcople wcr-é' regard :d as p:irt of the Otto:nan deminated Syrian provinces
(Peretz, 1970:4).

The Palestinians madc m.) claim to racial purity. They :are a people of
hiéhly di{’(;1°sc ctl;liir: origills,- conlﬁpm.mded from all the conquerors of the land
~ since the Amoriles. Every invader until this century has, to sume dégrce, left
a mark upon the population. l‘ he pcop_lc might become Aramaic speakers,
they might accept ( reck cusioms, but they :'emainéd the smﬁc .péople. Most
historical Palestine -an be seen lfmm one ili“, Mount Ebal the variations in
lannd and people art__rcnuu‘k:.:l;lc.

'l‘h'c' prcsbn( I alestingn pupul;llioil is rs_limzltcd to be between 3 1/2 and
4 million people, which indicﬁles that there has been an enormous increase in
_ population over the past 70 years (Gilmour 1980:20). Palcstine had been
.u.udcr the rule of 6tt0man 'fnlrl(s and Arabs until then, the Arab Nationalist

Movement in conjunction with British Army, finally destroyed the Oitoman
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Empire, Palestine became vnder the control of Brifain. The Palestinians
became fully aware of (he threat from Zionist Movement (> which Britain had
already committed itself, they demanded their independ nce unily with the

¥

rest of Arab States.

However, while they \\-uii.c:! for Britain to honour its pledges made to
Sheriff of Mecca, the Palcstinivns were eﬁg.er'to be :ssociated with the
promlscd Arab State. Only wien it became clear that, the Middie East was
to be carved up and that Frénch was going to take Syria fu any cvent did the
Palestinians turn back from the Arab nationalist id *.:al and bégan tﬁ
. ébnccntmtc on {heir own stiuggle ffom Britain and aga'nst Zionism which
- started at partition and the final declaration of the Isracli State. (Gilmour
1_9'3_0';31-_35).. .
| As h.as happéhcd with {}!h;:r ;I)copl'es, nationalism among the Palestinians
only emerged as a result of an cxigriiﬂl force and threat.  “jonism ‘bccamc an
issue (o al Palestinians which. t’!icy all dpposc llo- "t'l.lc .icws Il]il.l.St prsess
.’:lli‘.‘-&ﬁllt‘ as the Ar;ni)&; are to i)t)h“‘fl..‘.‘»'.‘i Arabia or the poles 'eland cchoed Isracl
Zangwill".  (Gilmour 1980:19). The Palestinian strug;les was well back
during the last decades of the 0!(()121}:111 Em[jirc, which afso was the Zionist

Movement.

S S JICT I
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Opposition to Zionism was ‘already widespread at the turn of the
century as friction developed b(‘.l“"(?(ill ’zﬂcslinian Fellahin and the Zionist
colonists financed by Baronl d¢ Hirsch and Rothschild .family. (G Imour
1980:314. 1t becane more intense as Jewish miigration increased, shortly then
took over l’aleslinp and which cs{:alzllcdl the crisis. The Palestinian struggic
and resistaince m all splllcrcs nf ’.Iifc, religiousfy, the Palestinians | .\.v'crc
justifiahly hnxious about their l'::t_é of Atheir holy places; because Palestinians
are mostly Muslims, while Jews aie imto Judaism. Educationallyl, it has
hecome a common (I)l).scrvation that l’alestiﬁians living under occupation place
.a particularly high value upon formal education attainment. Education is an
important form of investient fov the futurg, provid.ing people with a passport
Lo greater econontic sccurity a.mll enhangéd li.fc chances. |
Isracl is well aware of this orientation towards education on the part of
Palestinians, t.her(.:.for.e, it should '.have cone as no surprisc that educational
il.-lSl.iilll'i()llS l)CCﬂlilCl ;(1 specific 't‘ar;:ct in the power rcsistance zand. struggle. The
use ol cducation as a nreans ¢I;I‘ collective punishment has been a particular
_I‘caturc of Israeli policy towai‘d.s (he Palestinians. (Rugby 1991:98).
.I Socially, :md ‘econontically, the Palcsti.nlians have continued to live in
refugee camps displaced from their former homes; camp life which is

dehumanizing, frustrating and unbearable, especially during winter, snow and

treln
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rain bring mu.(l”and miscry,_ Fn swmmer, hot winds blow dust wnd sand
through the camps (Cooley 1983:51-53). The economic life of the Palestinian
depended totally on the Jewish fine. Jewish began to rcstruc.‘tu.rc the tranaport
and rmm_:umiczﬂﬁns network 'i‘h"m'dcr to physically integrate with the State
ol Israel alone. So that was thfm; io muke it very difficalf lor Palestinians;
coupled -with that was the denial of free access to Tsraeli markets 6f
I’z-lleslinians pl;o.(;inu.cts. Also ::.IéArge prlp.porti(m of Palestinians worked for
Isracli sites and were paid little or nothing at all. Palestinians are intimidated
in sonie ways or gnothcr {Coolcy !973:51)'

l’oliticully; the Palestinisns Stz;_l'tcd their resistance and struggle since the
time the Isracli state was creaied which was again;t their wish and desires
bc_cuuseil. displaced them of tlmir.hqmeland. In their resistance and struggle
for sui*vival, wars upon wars with Idraclis, but the Palestinians have
. repeatedly insisted on their right of return, their desire for the exercise of self-
determination and their stubbon-opposition to Zionism as it has al‘[‘e(lsled them
(Swid 1980:46-47).

In their qnicsl for pcapé_ wnd survival that Palestinians never gave up,
the Iscaclis fought and ¢estroyed much for the Palestinians and claimed 11161'0
lands from. However, lhc_l’uiestinians hcldr meetings and began military

operations and more resistance so as to be independent of the Israelis. The
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Yalestinians recognised the necd! Tui close links with the v ationalists Arabs so
as to fight the Israelis of forcefui occup:tion especially in - 964, Israeli plan to
divert Jordan river water lor i!:-' Bew D ili()nallwalcr carrier; the main artery
of irrigation carrying water rl'llnll the Jordan system in ¢ :alilee down to the
Negev desert to enable new settiers lnl cotablish themselves . A conference was
called of Arab states in order (o find a definitive solution for the problem of

Yalestinians (Cooley 1983:94).

2.3.1 FORMATION OF PALESTINE LIBERATION

ORGANISATION (PLO)

The Israclis took II('ili'}’_[::_‘..pl‘i-.‘illI- on Palestinians, killed tortured and
wounded nmﬁy aii(.l (nécrr])ic(l ﬁmi‘c.mul more places. This did not go well with
the Palestinians, especially Isvaeli plas to divert Jordan river for its new
national \Imlcr carrier, on .l'.muu‘r)-. 13 to 16 President Nasser of Egypt in Cairo
was host to an Arab summit cmifcrcncr to discuss the Isracli plan and how to
counter it. Bul Nasser played :fipltuil:n'}-’ that he did not believe to liberate
Palestinians and for that, other Avab States should not get Egypt involved in
to battle with Israel, rather the result of the meeting  was the creation of

Yalestine Liberation Organisation (?LO), the official Palestinian Organisation

sponsorcd by the Arab League which was to ’affirm a Palestinian entity" and
| ] . Y
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place the cause of Liheration in fhe hands of the Palestinians themselve:.
Under the lcmlcrlship of Almned Shuqairy, a fire brand whoic dire threafs
ag:'ninst Isracl hecame legendary ’ii:-.l.964 (Acosta 1970:154).

| The PLO was formed in 1964 and the Al-Fatah wing also whose duty
was nilitary operations, bold principles into ziétiun wilh daring and courage.
This military v-'ing.was Ied by Y;!f‘}SEI' Arafat, series of atta: ks were carried out
by the wing, some successful and nth.ers not, but they strove on, despite Al-
Fatah, smaller groilps sprang up to liberation; al-fatah under Yasser Arafat’:
personal ¢fforis managed to create the Palestine Armed Struggle Command
(PASC) which mainly was f{rying to coordinate and reconcile the often
conﬂicﬁng and wild commﬁnidﬁe&; of the various groups on their operations
against Israel.

But tlll(‘!l, Arafat fuqé('l_@;pljt;sii'.i()ll from other groups, afler a long
struggle Aralat S‘ucéecdc(l i'n"-’ovicting Ahmed Shuqoiry, whose man_v'
intemperate ar d conflicting sialoinen_ts had led many cynics. lo'wond-er whether
e was not p('rh;lp&l; on the pay l“.!l_l:ﬂf the Isracli sceret services because, ol'lllt"
harm he had done to the Palestinian catl.'_%;

Shortly after which, Ara!’:z. was ahle to take control of the lﬁain official
P1.O apparatus and cslul)liéh a sr;rt of point PLO-Fatah military command

wiich has come to be recogninc? as Palestinian svle 1 ~presentative body
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(Cooley, 1973:102-103); PLO has come to be accepted by the Palestinians as
.thcir sole representative body aud have been inclined to treal it. as their
government in exile, cven though it ha:;' been headquartered in farﬁ away
Tunisia this solid relationship between PLO and Palestinians has afforded the
organisation its international I(‘.‘;;Ellinmcy and structure. h

. i

2.4 CRISIS OVER ()CCUPIET) TERRITOkIES

:  During the 1948 crisis, thc. Tews retained all of the territory assigned to
them under the partition plah an I also gained large portions of the proposed
l‘a!c.elinian State and West Jeru: alem; which brought in more resistance all
over Palestinians areas. With iiicreased tension and strile, Israelis fought
more wars and claimed lands whach shall be exaniined later in the discussion
~of vario s wars between Israclis ind i’alestinians.
The territories capi.ur’ed and occupied were Jerusalem (West) West

B:l'lulk., Gaza Strip, Golan ‘H'c'ig";_‘:ts -and the Sinai Peninsula efc., like in
.lvrus;nlfm as it is, Iluz.city of the llll-rcc great monotheistic religions and for
most of its history, Chrislizinity, .‘lu'daism' and lsla.m have been able (o live
there. ’l’l_lcrc are unportant holy blaces ol all three ‘within the walls and for

the most part, each religion has enjoyed the freedom to visit them, but while

Jerusalem belong to no particular religion, it does belong to a particular
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pcople.

In character and in composition as claimed by Arabs, it is an Arab city
and, except for three short pertods during the crusaders, it has been so far
1,340 _\rciu's. It is so today, though several .thousands of its Arabs inhabitants
have been expelled over (he last decade and replaced by Jews (Gilmour,
198(.}:.1 7).

The 1949 armistice line_drove through Jerusalem in a north-south
dircction. The old, walled city ‘zmd‘u few areas to the north of if remained in
Arab hands, the suburbs bec;une-_parl of Isracl. In June 1967 the old city was
captured by the Israeli army aud tlii'cé '-wceks later it was annexed by the
government.  The Israelis !crme(’l itothing of the sort. It was illegal
occupation. (Gilmour 1980:i17)

The Isracli soldiers who swagger down the souls past a sullen population
lail to indicate the benefits of "living together’. And nothing demonstrates the
Ziunist‘dominution better th:;n the view from the month of Olives; Palestinians
S Are I'ighlinlg (0 get back Jerusilem as is vinged by Jewish housing estates, built
on confliscated Arab Ii;lid, which are placed strategically on the summits ol the
surrounding hills, cutting off the city from its Arab hinterland.

Israclis annexation w-:'xs'i‘.‘lcg;.ﬂ and was condenmed as such by the

international conununity. A week after ’unification’, the General Assembly

*
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of United Nzlti()ﬁs adoplcd_ﬁ-rcst;hliuu calling upon Isracl to rescind all
measures already taken and to desist fqrthwith from taking any action which
will alter the status of Jcr_usaimn. Not a sin;:le natior voted agaiust this
resolution excepl of course, f'(;r Isracl and not a single delegate spoke in
support of Israclis EIIIllCX:lli(ID]l. The Israclis replied that Jerusalem must never
again be a divided city and insisted that the bencfits of "unification’ would be
sprcad evenly over all sections of the population.
_ Following up this was difficult io see much evidence Israelis expelied
*;peoplc' and thousands of new apartments were built for Jewish settlers while
the Palestinians inhabitants whe' lived in overcrowded conditions were left
there and sent away. A few P;llcst‘in'ians who «till believed that they would
henefit fmnll i.llc' I‘mi{;ic‘flliOI-l,. ‘al:ﬁi): their property but then ended up on the
other side; their propcrfy scized and left dS re.fuge'es (Gilmour, 1§80:118).
In“Wesl' Baﬁk (00, hoth- [_}élrties had crisis over but then before the
annexation, Jerusalem was the ‘capital of West lfalll;, the central hill country
comprising thcﬁ Biblical regions of Judea and Samaria and the hinterland of
old Palestine. West Bank ivas the only region to escape the Israeli conquest
of 1948. 1t is worth looking at it in éomg: detail because, although it has been
.'occupic;l. by Isfacl since ]948, an allh.t.mgh a large number of its inhabitants

are refpgees from 1948, the Wesi Bank is the caly arca anywhere in wlich
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Palestinian  society  still .(r.\'isir;: in anything approaching ils natural
surre undings.

West Bank was anncxed ::iﬁrfng the 1967 war, and the pcﬁple were So
dem ralised that they could never “t-r.-we formed a state on their own, whit:_h
they thought could help in l'i;;hti';.lg the cause ol the Palestinian rights. The
prob.cis confronting the Wesi Bank after the war were enormous,
cconcmically it had always looked westwards and its trade was tied closely
~with the coast. ,

Now it was forcgd to turn _armmd and face eagt. (Gilmour, 1980:121).
The river and the descrt beyond h(;]f_l previously played no part in its existence;
.now 1 'has.to ook to them f{'ll‘ ils survival,

After the war, they were deprived not only of their traditional outlets
to ”lh-- sca; but also ‘lost most of their lands which lay on the pl‘ain itself.
Insté-nd of the riéh “telds they had previously farn_wd and whose produce they
had ¢old to the C(‘)ilsttll towns, ‘g!m ilil‘wbitants of Qualiqiliya had to turn {o the
infertile hills hehind their homes and-try to sell their new and more meagre
crops to poorer markets in .lh(; East, te a. p(;illt Arahs of lhé old city were
denicd access to the West. ‘ '

During the antexation (oo, the main road (o Bethlebem in the south was

g

also blocked and expansion eastward was prevented :nd therefore, the



Palestinian suffered a major economic reverse after the war.

However, the West Bank Palestinians were educated community in the
Arab world. Their ratio of students to population was hi:sher than that in any
country in Europe and Isn;ael; those well cducated West Bank people could
come _Ii;'nck l:; he under strict {*lllc and control and (o a Larger extent relugees
| due to Israeli occupation.

In general however, i‘llc West, B_.ank cconomy remained stagnant and the
S‘m:iIi growth in agricultui‘c: \Ia}:i:'s'not sufficient the economy has shown no
improvement and very bad .siil;:c Isracli occupation.  Industrial and
commercial activit s have been the chief. sﬁffercrs because ucitlier have been
allotted much room in the new- I;racli oi_'dcl'. A good illi:stration of the West
Bank problem is the town of Nahlus,l't'he largest in the West Bank alter
Jerusalem with 80,000 inhabitants.

[ts cconmmic Jife has a_lﬁrays revolved a.rozl.md a handful of small
industries and the surrounding farmland; but since then has suffered a
disastrous decline.  Products from subsidized industries in Isracli have
sw;unplcd the marke( and téxuséd the clo.sure of sﬁme businesses. - The West
"~ Bank havé suffered; they c#niwt import raw materials through Israel and only

those factories established before 1967 can export goods.



! Besides, costs ¢ nd taxes a:'f; far higher under Isracli bccupation than
they are in Jordan. Lack of job ‘.rpporziuﬁities is one of the major problems
© facing the West Bank people. it drives perhaps a ihird of the labour force to
seck unskilled work inside Isvacl an%! it drives most of the educated abroad,
hecause they are unable to l'i_mli l\vork n their homcl:ind due Lo tliu( most I've
abroad.

The dCClil;C of West Bani since then has not been unintentional. It is
_the direct result of the policy of the Israel govermment which has chosen to
exploit the area for the advancement of its cconomy. As rightly obbl*erved by
an Isracli lawycer, Fcliéiu. L:mgvf i]i;s described this relationship and its
development lmwnthc West l}a‘rlnk-with (+aza hecame a not-small pool of cheap
labour; a market for Isracii’s products, Iit.s had a 'plag:c fqr settlement, and its
wells a source of "black gold".

Isracl dcrivés so much r!z;-ap labour from West Bank and Water which
both are survival of the Isracii ef'ondmy. Without the ’not-so-small pool of
cheap Labour", several sectoss, such as (he construction industry, would
collapse inuncdial(_:ly. Most West Baunk workers are registered to work in
Israchi lactorics, once there the insnigrants o ve shunted off to factorics, farms

or building sites.
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- Most menial jobs in Tel-Aviv, rubbnslh collection, dish-washing and so
on arc done I;y Palestinians (West _Bzinkcrs),.while the construction industries
takes nrore than half its labour from the occupied ferritories (Aburish 1991:8-
~9). )

| .'l‘lu.- cxpluili;nlion ol West Il;mk‘czu.l I ¢ more lhuh (his, the Israclis have
imposed licavy ta-iffs on all imporf;s to the territories from every country
except Israel. Jts cusures that lhe: territorics take 90% of their imports from
| Isracl; ilmt is to ~nsure that the tcrritm-"i--.s depend totally or Israel which
works out for the Israeli govemmentg “advnntage.

One feature of the occupation which the We{;t Bankers particularly
resent is the estabiishment of J-e“{ish.scttlt_:mcnts on their land. The lsraclis
'justify' these colonies éilt.hel.‘ by pnintihg U!lt.t.l.‘lat Judea and Samaria werc
populated by Jews in the days 01; David and Solomon or by saving that they
are ncccssa‘ry for "security reasons”. How civiliém settlements in "enemy":
territory can be of sccurity value cither in war or peace is never cxplained.
(Gilmowr [980:120).

But then "sceurity reasons” are like "public purposes”, il you are
grabbing somchody eisc’s hand it.sound.s much !)etier if you say you arc doing
it for securily reasens rather t_han_ admit thﬁt ydu are simply stealing it

(emphasis added). Not that world opinion has been deceived by the jargon:
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10 country in thc world supp%uzts Israclis colonialist policy.

Moreover, it is for yidden by the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 (of
which Isracel is a signatory) which d‘edarcs thql an occupicr sliall not {ransfgr
|i:i1-ls ()f its own populati()'n-into tlip térrit.ol.'y:. that it occupies" (Gilmmllr
1980:126) Israclis captur:-d and built l'ﬁr settlers in West Bank which they do
_nol: even bother simply ( king land away flfom Palestinians so that Jews can
Stzly on it. : R

The 1967 war really was bad upon the taken over of Wést.Bank because
Fsracl really took over and sent a lot away. In West Bank alone there are
more than a milli.on refugees who fled during the war, coupled up with that
is 1o .'|Inincrals only major sonrci: isgwatcr. The arca provides some 620m
cubic metres a year, which would be ample if they werce all used inside the

West Bank. .
| From dr.ii.liligs'in Isracl it'é;:cl_.f_,' h.o.wevcr,. 500 l.nillion.-;.of this is tﬁ ken and
used in Isracl. Even the remaining. 120 million is not left to the Palesﬁnians,
sijncv 15 million is required for (he settlements,  The Esraelis have drilled (7
wells in the Wcst Bank sixicc 1967 and cnjoyed th-e .l‘lSé-Of‘ others bélonging to
‘absentees’, not one Palestinian has bcéﬁ_allowed to dn3!l a single irvigation

well in the last 12 years. (Gilmour 1980:128).

'
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lsr:icl t‘\kcn .I(.m-.r of West Bnnk h_as rczﬂly affected thcni in that, during

the war, alimost everything was destroyed and what was left was taken over,

. l*lspccizilly a chu_nk of land wﬁs pi‘Ctiictably wired off for ’security reasons’ and

turned into a niilit:lry camp. It is now deserted, a mangled collection of

barbed wire, broken pipes ;ﬁul.dyrciict houses crunched in the desert where
hanapa plﬁmlal_ionés' ;m‘d fields of .{-mnatoes once stood.

Th(j !)CCLI;;;lii()ll of Ga;‘.a S;trip'too has led to crisis over and over., A

narrow stretch of coast runming fﬁr 40 miles down to the m‘é— 1967 Egyptiaﬁ

| | l)01'(lc‘1'. Guza was the only other l"n'zlglllelli_of Palestinians (o survive 1948 and

il too was. lzlk(!l.l évcr in 1967 war. It is wretchedly poor and overcrowded,

crammed with molre than 35,000 refugecs as well as the native population, and

yet Isracli insists on taking some of its most fertile land and Sc(ﬂillg its own

inhabitants upon it. |

| Whén it waq captured aﬁtl (‘lccupied by Isrﬁcl in 1967 war, they

| ‘displ;lyctl incredible brutality towards the population of the Gaza Strip. Many

hundreds of civilians were murdered in an apparent effor( to force the

refugees to the Gamwas never a part of the kingdmﬁs of Judal or Israel and

.' ‘its only contact with Jewish history was in 12 B.C. .whcn Alexander Jemnaeu#

cap{ured the city and massacred ils inhabitants. Nor can the Israelis vse the

ubiquitous *security-reasons’ quite so readily since they signed a peace treaty

+

e
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| wuh l' gypl (GlllllOlll 1980: 128,.

” (uua, wlmh was nncc apr mpc: ous (.: eek cxty is an ugly sprawl loday.
The urchards amund‘ the toulfiu." ;inw house an cnormous refugec populatiml.
Stf_llldﬂl‘ds _of living are low ‘and- the camps are some of the 'wqrst‘ anywhere,
The rcl’ﬁgccs, wllt; come [rom .i;slf{;u and Beersheba, live in sq'.ualid huts lllzlsé-
produced by United Nations Relief und works Agency (UNRWA). About
200, ()00 people live in the vasi L.imps of J.llmha, Rat.:h, Bcach and Khan
Yoymus, most of themn w1tl;0111 prospects of cmploymcnt or anything elsc.

After the 1967 war.which Gaza was captuied by Isracl its totally
dependent on Israeli cconom‘ic:;lljf. Jike its been prevented from exporting to
ilu West sumph |)LC¢IUSL IS wauts 10 pl cvernit uncontmlled competltlon (with
-h.cr grown fr uits) cven ‘lgdln tn p!.mt this fr unts; is a problcm, the people of
Gaza arc not allowed to do that because it is inconvenient to Israel. (Gilimour,
19‘50 120).

Emplnf:ﬁeﬁt ()ppnrlumlws are lmntcd '80 ths 01‘ thousands of refugees
leave their camps cach day lu.-!'m'{- down (¢ assemble at one of the markets
near the border; here childf‘cn (00 are ali ouf to work ;md carn which amounts
to child labour which Isracl hoﬂitl-rs ﬁut about it, and the dnys .wagcs are very

low. ik -
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Isracel have many Scltl(‘.mcnts ih Gaza Stups and the area is so miserable
and so over populafed that they ;are’ more obtrusive, there is special site for
Israel and army, barbed wir{; isq erceted and the flag is flown from the nearest
|.)i'l'cc of Iiigh grounds. Gazansliu-c ‘rcally wretched refugees in their shacks
. outside, sépzu'alcd from the cplonisls by great walls of barbed wil'el.

John Reddaway a former (_lcputy cqmmissioner gencral of UNRWA has

written of his disgust:

1

At the sight of these gireedy intruders grabbing large
tracts of some of the best land in this small corner
of Palestine, where fer thirty years past hundreds of
thousands of refugees of farming stock have been
living without a hope of ever getting even a small
plot of land to cultivaic for themselves, because
what land there was {9 farm barely sufficed for the
local population. In Gaza these Zionist land
grabbers can live with the injustice they are
perpetrating every day of their lives to their
~wretched fellow men whose land they have stolen
and fenced off to keep them oat. (Gilmour,
1980:132). L . : ‘

© Kdward Hodgkin, the former editor of the T imes, 1isifed the occupied

territorics in 1969 and wrote:



The intensity with which the Israelis are hated.
ceverywhere by all scctions of the population. It is
not simpiy the enmity which any people might show
towards an occupying power, it is a vivid loathing of
a power that is not only occupying land that does
not belong to it, but which is also colonizivg that
land and throwing out its rightful owners and
inhabitants.

The oppression to which Israel has resorted in order to extinguish any
sort ol resistar.ce, civilian or milita ry, has been documentced by among others,
the International Red Cross, Amnesty International, etc., {9 investigate Israelis
practices affecting the human rights of the population of the occupied
territories. The conclusions which these organisation arrived at indicate that,
the people under occupation posscss not even the most elementary democratic
rights (Aburish, 1991:1-2).

As Michael Adams, a former correspondent of the guardian in Beirut,
hias written. Palestine in the occupied ‘territori&ﬁ have enjoyed since 1967 no
rights and no representative institutions. There is no authority to which they
can appeal, no protection which they can involve, Their every movement and
action is subject to the zu‘hi!i'a_u"\.’ .:Ill{ll()l‘ily of the Isracli military governor.

They (If;m li(“(lc-lilillctl, Iil'n]-)'rimmcd, deported, without the intervention
of any tribunal. Their Imuhl‘cs and property may be destroyed, their lands

confiscated their crops burned and-their trees cut down. (Gilmour, 1980:133).
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Isracl oppression is directed against both individuals and groups; the
punishment melted is usualiy collective punishment irrespective of 'whoevcr,
like clllffcw can he imposcd without warning in towns, villages or refugees
c..:.unps é;ll(l (icmolilti(m of lmur‘_'c.sl for ’Sccurity reasons’. The logic behind these
forms of retribution: hardly needs claritication. - Their policy is simple and
_ruthlcss,_clcarly designed to gnafcc the Pales(inian population 1 alisc that it is
g(}i"ng ln.s.lll'fcr. e SO
S Also, the question of deportation too and interference with the

cducational system’ to prevent nationalist leadership, to this end, schools,

training centres and universitics are subjected to regular harassment by the

* A

army and many 6f HlClll are perid:licdlly clused down. All damage has been
- donc to the people of (2:17_,:.1, to this; Isracl has managed to eliminate the
" Palestinian lcadership in lh_c c;écu{:ied territorics.

'~ However, the occupio.(i _s,tx_':'_ut.cg._;,y'continucd to a point a former Israeli
Prime Minister Méﬁacimm Boéiﬁ ‘:imde it clear \_vhcn asked about the occupied
lcr_r_ilm‘ios, he gaickly Sll‘d[)])(‘.{l at i journalist, "what occupied lcrri‘tm‘ivs, you
mean the Gaza Strip, Judea, Samul‘riu, they are libergtcd territories, they are
part of an integr:;l:l: hart of thie lavd of lsrtacl"..

Begin argued that conquered territories formed a unecessary barrier

- against invading Palestinians, and also firmly belicved that 1srael’s chief claim

SR . . . ’
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to these territorie, was an llisto_ricu! one. (Palumbo 1990:33).

This concept of occupied territories has generated crisis, wars and
conflict between Israclis and Palestinians.  Several wars fought for each
;mrly’s; survival aad eventuﬁ.lly' get rid of another, which include the six day

: war, 1967 the Yom Kippur war 1973 and others.

.2.4.1 .'l‘lllﬁ Slxll)AY WAR JUNE _l‘)67}:
| Thé six-day war was-a.éfuciz.l!, [ateful experience in which all Israelis
pzu:tonk cqually, which provided a powerful and enduring sense that they all
| instituted one Ilflli()ll and sh_arv(} in one common cnterprise and dating beyond
their .conmu.nml-(liffcrcnccs_. N
When 1gypt moved large nm-n!)e.rs of troops into the Sinai Desert (May
1967) ordered Uni'tcd Nations Peace l(eeping forces out of the area; reimposed
the blockade of the straits of Tiran and entered intp a military alliance with
Jm‘(lun,. Isracl If([;un(l itself .fnccd by lllo.stilc Arab armics on ail fronts.
Having Failed to rcslm‘(‘-'llw arrangements agreed upon following (he
1956 Si_uzli campaign, Isract il;VOI(Cd its .inh.crcn.t right of self defence,
l;'umc..hing. 5 .lqng 1907) z‘ll ]11¢¢,e|11|)iive slukc against Egypt in the south
followed by a comller-alluqf;ig‘zlihst Jordan in the cast and the routing of

Syrian forces entrenched on the Golint Heights in the north.
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in ﬁclual tact, I’hc war witnessed an overwhelming Isracli victory at ihe
end of six days of figihting; with Egypt bearing the bulk; Jordan lost
approximately 38% of her pl‘()('lfl(:l.i\-fc land on the West Bank of the Jordan
River, Syria conceded lhé énntml of Golan heights while the Sinai peninsula,
Gaza Strip and the Suez Canal was wrested from Egypt all were under the
) cunl.r_u] of Isracl.
| ‘This resulted rathcrlin i tcrrilm*ial adjustmént with Israel extending her
imi*dch (Iccpér ilit(; Ar;.zb térr.itoriés in sizcl and strategically flcfensible status,
: 'l‘his (ilted the Middle Eastevn balance of power in favour of the Jews and led
(o a decline in Egyptian influcnce within the region (Hirsch 1993:41).

2.4.2 THE YOM KIPI'UR WAR (1973)

- Calmness EI!U!I;{ the l)o'r(l_el:s_ -werce shattered fter the war, another broke |

1.1;:) Iag:_nin which was the Yom_l{ﬁ);‘mt (the Day of Atonement, the holiest day

in the Jewish ycﬁf)._ When Epypf ;m‘d Syria 'lal.m;:hed a coordinated surprise

assault against Isrvael (October 6, l'_‘;'73) with Egyplian il.l.'ll.ly.(‘l'()SSillg the Suez,
Canul alxlti Syrian troops pcnotral‘_i.ng the Golan Ieights.

During tlic next three weceks, the lsrzicl defence lorces turned the tide

of battic and repelled the attackers, .L;rnssing the Sucz Canal into_ Egjpt and

advancing to within 20 miles 32km of the Syrian and Damascus. Inspite of the

@



~ seemingly controversial ou{zome of the war in terms of victor and vanquished,
certain undeniable facts and realities unveiled themselves. On the Arab side

was (he recovery of their self estcem and prestige which is traceable to their
overwhelming inifial success in the wars.,’

. r

& Territortatly, there was no gain, (he occupied territories remained

occupied, ia the Golan Ieights, infact, the Syrians lost more land. On Israeli
side also was the colossai foss in economic, military and socizl terms.
Conscequenily disengagements of forces agreement between Israel and Egypt

_and Syria veere signed, according to which Israel withdrew from parts off the

territories ~aptured during the war (Hirsch 1973:42),
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CHBAI'TER THREE

CONKFLICT MANAGEMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST

30 INTRODUCTION
This chapter would attempt to analyse the international influence and
mediatory with conciliatory role playced into the Middle Lastern Crisis and

attempts (o resolve the crisis.

3.2.. II;JX'I;ERN.AL INFLUENC!L‘_

The world powers had had interest in the Palestine area long before
mow.  Amongst them were Britain, America, Kussia and (he French. The
British werc more sympathetic with the Jews, especially at the time that
witnessed |1111lti|ioiar world sysic.:ﬁ,' :Imd the time of fivst World War. The
British werc quick to adherc te the. Israeli request which led to the Balfour
Declaration of November 2;' I‘)H mainly for the fear that, (he beginning of
1917 witnessed a revolutionaury !'(;l’.I}ICl.ll in Russia that tOinI(:d ‘fhé Tsarist
reginte and vltimatlely brought e isoisllcviks to powcer to that Russia might
witl'draw from the walr, pcrmillin'g.; the GI(_:.rmans to concentrate all their forces
against France and Britain in the West, Ied to pr.lnmotc Zionism as a meaﬁs of

persuading Russian Jews believed to be influential in revolutionary circles.

67



. Mor¢ im'-p.ortamtly, tl_m fear of RusSia éxtc'nding her tcntﬁcles of its
~ socialisC’s ideologies. Since all ‘t’he subcr powers were against each other and
ol different ideologies, all the szl‘mg Isracl aligned with the West block of
calpil';llist idcology (Smith 1’99_6550). Inspite of all this support that Britain
gave, back home, it had d;Jl;litStic economic  crisis, coupled  with its
_comm:tmwt in Palestine, Brlt:am acknowledge that, it could no Iong,cl
_ um:tmue duc to :ts fmancnl and mlhlaly pl dblems, Umtcd Slates would state
pinto the role.m o -_-. : E f

A;._,dmst this back dr op, that United States stepped in and gained much
u'ﬂucncc cspccna!ly aftcl the Yom Klpplll war of 1973. The Umted States is
~one of the most prominent ‘aclt;n' in the intémational poli(ical system. It
fcprcscnls the cpit_omc of capitulisé in’tcrest of the Wcs\tem bloc. United Stales_
involveinénl in Palestine datés ln.lck.&to the 178(;; duc to trudé links, this also
"_';extcudcd American power too. |
- America’s direct involvement with Palestine was really during tile period
;al‘ i.n.lm..nsivc Zionist ;wli\}ilics,. when lJ:lilﬁ(l Smlcs ‘S.ylllp.:lllly was more for the
destitute Jc.ws,“ ﬁl;ld she tri.cbd-_to sui)ply relief ma;trerials to. those that were
.' expelled from Russia. (Bryson 1977: 1-5). Uniled States in her involvement
“also depended on Middie Eastérn oil, this was really exposed during the

-~ second World War, when especially most Arab States now saw to it that



Britain has I)cl.l'aycd them by the l'}zllfom Declaration, United St:!lcs lIIOW stood
a betler bllﬁllcc and gained total access and a break through. ' |

Al’l.e.r the war, Zionist activities intensified so much, that the United
States now had mt_al control over the area and also was all oul not (o allow
Soviet Union (o have aceess (o leadership in thie arca, so as nol to spread its
socialist ideas over its Western idcology. 'Fhercfofe, United States enjoyed a
solid base positimi' in the area, ht;r polic v was found on various interest, the
.prcservatiou of pro-Western 1tegi:iscs (butler States), the suppression of Soviet

influence: the protection of all supplics for herself and her NATO allies, also

the security of the statc of Israel.

Since the rpignz of Czar PL;l;!l' The Great of Tsarist Regime (1877-1879)

Russia had inﬂlu.zllhl;c-e. in Palestine. !;ut nu re illl])ﬂl;iantly, thc emergénce of the

Union of Socialist lfcplublic '('l_JSS_R) [0.1 owing the Bolsheviks revolution in

917, the Soviet came to rcprc.}sc-n“{ ! he ch unpion of the Fastern, Socialist bloc

and.assumed lca(léi%hip of the W:;rs_aﬁf T reaty :Orgzu;isation - America’s ri.vul. |
in the cold war Cohﬂict. o o

- Directly related to Palestine 'is the fﬁct that prior to 1948, (which was

the creation «f Jewish state), the Soviets have been known (o have supported
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- the Palestinian communitics. This has been aimed at cdging out British
influcnce and sup.rcmacy in Palestine as a prctcdciﬁ for other l‘f'{iddlé Eastern
States and subscquently filling the power vacuuni created.

By. 1954?_ Sq:xi_cl Union ‘pnsitiou‘ in the Middle Easﬁ. accuired a super
power sll-.ulus. Her pusilioﬁ during the S'ucz crisis in 1956 (:I;d(,'l!l'(-:(l .11(:1‘ to the
Arab States. She became a major arms supplier and aid giver to these key
Arab S_t_alcs namcly, Egypt, Syria anql‘lraq, and by 1_955, Soviel Union enterced
into an arms deal with Egypt. (Banwo 1995:37-38). |

Unfortunately, the Soviets prescribed strict avoidance on any form of
outside (lcpcndcncé- resources, that mchnt, she had produced a considerable
| large quantity of oil, her interest was gaining control of the oil as a weapon
against .Amcric:.\l and her NATO 1illies especially Japar and other West
European states which aré substantially dependent on the region for their
energy needs. | B

.Herc lthovu,t'; intenSified and _EIICOlI.l‘.i.l-g.ed .tllle nationalizaiiéﬁ 6f the
Middie Eastern oil CoOmpanics :tild_ also i.nlcllsil'ivd her diploniatic and (rade
activities too which carned her hard currency.

Sovicl Um(m pcrccpﬁlni t}i‘llhc lews as an insignificam. minority and
(herefore viewed the Arabs revolts as a typical revolution. An argument was

set up lasting until’ 1936 leaving behind a Palestinian cominunist party.
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Moscow, thereafter became a {irm supporter of Pan Arabism and joined in the
opposition to the idea of Palestinian partition in 1937. The Soviets saw it as
-a path .way to the loss of Aralhs best lands and a deliberate move by Britain
to clo.stlroy Arab revolutionary movements. (Laqueur 1969:148). Until when
the state (I:I’ Isracl was created, official Soviet 1_)0&5ili011 lo the succeeding Arah
attack was u. sharp' contrast.” The Arab action was fogged an "act of
aggrcssion" agzli:nst Isracl and the Soviets called on the Arabs to desist, cven
though, the Soviets granted-the 'nc.w Zionist & de jure recognition epitomizing
a pro-Israceli pqstufe. (Laqueur 1969:148). The Soviets still held Israel at arms
length cspecially whcn.thc pos?tion of the Israeli state infiltrated the Soviets
donestic politics and |i1i°catcllcd her stability, it made this support short lived;
due largely because Russian Jews became pro-Isracl and constituted a
centripetal force i)osscssing a .Idi.sruptive -capacity for fhc communist unio.n..

| Ever since, the Soviet position has been pro-Arab; between 1954 and
1970, Sovict involvenient shiftgrl from a defensive-passive to an offensive-active
mafure; which mn be s:ni(I lll:li; the Soviets engaged in pro-Asrab propaguhdn
and thibilcd.il-l..l.ti-lsrkl(:li.:ﬂnd :1;1ti—West rcscntménls as in the case of Suez
crisis of 1956 (L o-nﬁ‘no an’(_i _'Sli;lmir 1973:108). Also Sovicts commenced its
sales of arms ld Arab Sta.te.s-; ;‘ilsb it was obvious after the si_x day war,

specifically (lu:‘ihg the Israeli-Egypt war of attrition of 1967-1969, it involved

b
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Russian military fighters agains! Isracli air. force, cven before the actual war,
it was the Russian indl'onmnion intelligence on the movement of Israeli 1 oops
that created that atmosphere !l;at resulted in the six lay war, (Gallia
| 1958:108).

Iﬁ actual fact, the Arlahs hecane d011011Q¢1at on 501 ¢t arms, coupled
with the socialist idenltigy wi:iuh .\w(;al.{ened the Western influence in the
Middic East. The isr:icli-l’alcsii"l‘li'an conflict is on which back that Soviet

Union rode into the entire Midd!c-Easi region. (East 1931: 6-47).

3.3 TUE ROLE OF AMERICAN JEWS

The extefnai influence was not only limited to t_hc super powers but alse
the American-Jews. They p!ayc{l-very Signii’i.cnnt role in the Miﬁdle East
crisis.  Fhat is since the inccptim; ;)'f Zionist movement in ‘he 1914, Herzl
cu.lltl:d‘ for the creation of Jewish smic that };fould absorb Emr pean Jews and
.ﬂll.l.*-' end the anti-semitism ill;l! still prcv;niléd cven in Western Europen and
pr(.)vcd that assimilation rvas impossible (Smith (1996:29). That was dil.‘ected
mainly to the wcal_thy._ Am_criczm Jews that would provide financial assistance
for the formation o.li&'j-fm m_‘g.anismiim; its beeause a lot of them: were wealthy.



l-lmw:.vcr,'tlthis geared m_osi of them to put on a tot .of pressure and
lobbying for the state of Isracl. Until. after the creafion their activities
intensificd in the Middie Ea‘sl conitict. as their claim over Yalestine as the land
(Icsiglnzil(rd .10 thém, since most of them are wealthy tllt;re was continuous
influx of 1s-aclis (o l’alcs(ing.

[n all lh(; wars fought, whc.;i'c the concept of "occupied territories” were
“added, tiw Aiﬁcfic:m—.lcws‘ :n‘é solidly hchind that, {o the extent that,
‘ AﬁlCl’.i.Cil’S' attitude towards the occupicd terriforics cannot( be understood with
due consideration of the influcuce of the power Zionist lohby in W:ishington.
No president or member of Congress could defy its wishes and hobe to be re-
eléctc(l tﬁ office. |

[caders of llic Zionist lobby bave instant access to top United States
government Ol'l"ici_als, to whon they l‘rcqucntl)'z express their wishes i letfers
and teleplio.uc!éallls. (Palmnhii ]‘?‘)0i137). I]n. the sﬁmc vein the American
Jews élaimcd and complainé_(! {hai Arab s planned a war of genocide against
(he Israclis and also that the Palestinians were indigenos o Palesting, that
Isracl was the 611!y proper destination for Jews anﬂ ‘so a Pl O West Bank-Gaza
State was 2 llu.'ca{t' {o the survival of I.s:mel.

Conscquently the efforts Zionist lobby had a noticcable effect on the

Carter’s administration Middle East 'olicy. Former President Jimmy Carter
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of thc United Stales ﬁicdg;cd. not w'thrca‘t.en a cul off of military and
diplmnatitz aid to lgrac! as bargain lever. Carter also l'zlé.(‘d protests when
in .August 1979, made statements Favevrable to the Palestinians; the New York
Board of Rabbis notificd i.he Whitc House that it was astounded by the
COMparison hclwc.cn the plight of the Palestinians and (e balde for the civil
' “\'rights by black Amcricanr;'. They also added, that it appeared President
Carter was prepared Lo support the establishiment of a Palestinian state which
will be observation be a rlcstabiliéing eﬁtity in the Middle Eﬁst. With
American Zionist lobby, there was. little to stop Prime Minister Begin from_
nlaking a miockery of the a‘:;iQ!;(ill';)r negotiations, (Palwvbo 1990:138).
However, American-Jews ll-'.u{c cbntinued to play their role in Palestine

{ill date,” with so much influence and desire.

%

34 VARI()US.'-PEACE ACCOPDS
| Now th-l:\lt}..w.c have :;fch t'hv; i:zterﬁationa!ization of the Middle East
conflict, (hat is, now Isracl akipned with (he Western bloc and Palestinian
alighed wi.lh the Eastern biock in’ their bid to get support.

But then. /-\.mcric:l tried (p{‘gnin 1more fnﬂuencc in the mid:lle Eastern
" Crisls, l‘ir:;l by.[:)':éziccful negntiaiious i1 form of peace accords or :igreements

T and then later its full role it the contlict.
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That is America influence had gained ascendancy after the Yom Kippur
war of 1973. There was therefore an American initiated diplomatic move that
cubminated in the very first peace accord that was signed between Israel and

Arab State hcing Canip David Agrcement which later ushered in other

accords.

34.1 QﬁAMI’_DAVID AGREI'MENT (1978)

The Likud l’an‘fy won clections and ifs leader Menachem B(;gill took
over as fsracli Prime Ministes when he did mention to invite late President
Sadat of lﬁgyg)t.. A'sshd of Syri;{ and Kiﬁg Hu: sein of Jordan to come and start
with. us together either in our capital cities o+ in a neutral place like Geneva,
face to 1 e direct negotiations 1.(; sign peace 'r'(raaties between their states and
isracl without any i)l‘i()l‘ C()lltlitit;;ls. |

But before :this, at the end of Yom K ppur war in 1973 t_hc opposing
forces in Sinai as ‘well as the forces along the Golan Heights has (o be
disengaged. Presideni Assad of Syria took & hard negoliating position. 1lis
(Ilcma.h.d:-: that tlic .ls.ra.eli ])cfenéc Force (IDI') cvaéuatc the Golan heights as
- a precordition to negotiatio'ns werce disntiss 'd out of hand by the Israelis.

- Nevertheless, despite Assad’s opposition in I ccember 1973 a conference was

arranged in Geneva which was .attended by Egypt, Jordan and Isracl, the



: 'Uniy'(l States and former Uuinn of Sovict Socialist chuhlics (USSR) which
WaS .;1 hard .task. (Palumbo 1590:143). |

lil January, 1977, Jimmy Carter came in as Uniled States President
then continued with the negofiations, flc was bold enough to tell late Yitzak
~ Rabin that ?I(.‘ uinsidcré(l Isracli settlements in (he occupied territories to be
"ilegal’ -vhich needed major swljustments in the 1967 borders, this did not also
go down well with he Israclis. It was then that, the Amcrican surrender to
Isfael and: I’:;lestiii(; pr‘oblcmlc‘:nn.lbt bc possible cspécially from people lil§e late
Anwar Sadat of Egypt. |

Thltlz late Egy.ptiun Presid eﬁt i‘calizc_d that he could net coun! on Amecrica
iniliati?eﬁ to l)rixrig'.pcacc. since il;él'c was l_'_u_,).chancc that Carter would risk the
displeasure of the Zionist l(}hhy‘l)y putting pressure on Israel to withdraw
from the occupicd territoriés. Sadat came to the conclusion that he would
néed: (o inili;ate llié ﬁivourahlc :lgreelile_nt \;.filh Israel over the Sinai. The late
Prcsidcrit I('lecidcd and weni fo Tsrael on November 9 1977 which was
\ﬁ'ulmmcdlhy Begin. -

By Summer of 1978, ilwré was the concern that the nu.)mcntun'l towards
a peace agrcémfiif .which had been launched by Sadat’s visit to Jerusalem was
being lost. the United States President therefore planned a meeting between

United States, Israel and Egypt leaders to be held at the Camp David’
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' l’rcsi(.lential Rétrcat near W:gshington DC.
The mecting would decidcr._thc future of both; which was that Begin (¢cok

" Tl advanltagc of his strong ﬁusition. He rcfused to agree te the evacuation
of Jewish scttlmﬁcnts Iin Sinai iuf!ess Sadat aécéi)l.cd his scheme for autonomy
in the West Bank and Gazi, which was aimed at preventing a West Bank-

"'l'al_csl_ilnian State;, there was -{-.‘Eery rcason for his negotiating strategy to

succc'cd.. Satlaf’é devotion (o the ‘i’.ﬁlestinian's cause was questionable.
(Palumbo 1994:144).

But then on Saturday 16 Scptember, after almost two weeks of
huggling, tl](?.(}l.ll..‘(f.ﬂlllc of an ‘agrocmc‘m' was worked out thus;

éj Israel would evacuate its Jewish settlements from Sinai desert,

" which would be returned to Egypt.

b) - There would also- E)c an accord which provided for five ycars
temporary aul_mlom}; for the West Bank and Gazas, during which
negotiations I'm: _iini-., ﬁnull disposal (;l' the territories would ke
pldcc a

¢) . Within the West B:':-nk and Gaza the Isracli troops would only be

~ withdrawn into designated arcas.



Mena: hem Begin was adamant on this and refused to agree to that,
there would be no Isracli evacuation of settlements in the West Bank and Gaza

as there would be in Sinai. The return of {erritories to Jordan or the creation

of a Vulestinian State were defacto ruled out.
'The accord mentioned nothing about the construction of settlements in

the West Bank and Gaza. B-gin however claimed that he had only promised

a freeze for the accord for the negotiation of Israeli-Egypt treaty on Sinai.

Conscquently, the Camp David negotiations on autonomy for West

Bank Gaza were doomed and relations lietween the two (Begin and Carter)

- wenl sour. Indeed Begin ad led more insult to injury when on November 1,

he announced: "we will now add popnlation to the existing settiements as I

~ have informed President ¢’arter at Camp David specifically". Begin

repeatedly made it clear thiat there would not be a Palestinian State and

refused to consi.d'(n:r a 'Iimit o1 ‘;i:ﬂ:acli gcitlcmcnt&‘ or the presence of the Israeli
Defence Force (IDF) in the Yest Bank-Gaza. (Paiumho 1990:145).

The Isracli i’rimc Miister insisted on sovereigiy and went ahead.
Whén l;:'—csi(lcnt. ﬁ(::ag:m can:e into power in the thﬁted States. he wanted to

revisit Camp David process, and also his own proposals, which Begin however

- would not be part of the Reagan Plan, he rather stressed more on the israeli

sovercignty.

B :
i
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Nevertheless, although no international negotiations were taking place
in the é:lrly 1980s over the future of the occupied territories, the Israclis were
not marking time. They were rigorously attempting to impose their version

-~ of autonomy on the Palestinians.

342 i_}AKER’iE YE l‘O!N’}._‘ i’LAN’l‘ OF 1989 d

The United States did nut‘stpp after then,another talk imitiative was
pl'an'n'cd,.thc Bal;é!' IP_lan nzim_‘cti'aftcr the Secretary of State James Baker on
October 1989 included the lfai{:s;t‘ihian Liberation Organisation (PLO) wlmre
~ Yasser Arafat as a fourth party il} ﬁmltilatéral negotiations..

The Baker’s five point plan stales that:

1. The Uasited States  uvnderstands that because Egypt ant st ael

ha;c. b en wo.r;k iﬁ;: h:.a.:‘(:] 05 th'c péaéc process, there is agieemcent

that an Israchi (kf{'egutiou should con‘(luct a dial;)guc with a
l’:l_lcslini;m (lt‘(‘l:ll':!fit;l._l ?n Cairo.

2 ' T he Unitcd States indersiands that l_*lg.ylpt cannot substitute it:;cll'.

for the Palestine 2nd Egypl will consult with Pale%tini;m on all

aspects of that diaiogue ligypt will also consult with fsrael and

the United Statces.

H ,l-rf__"';-_\. e
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The United States undersiands that Iscael will attend the dialogue

| only after a satistactory list of Palestinians has been worked out.

The United States understands that the government of Israel will

" come to the dialogue on the basis of the Israel governments May

14 initiative. . The United States fl'u‘tl.lcr lmdersla'n(ls that
Yalestinians wiit come {0 the dial_oguc. prepared to  discuss
elcctions and the I_ncgo'ti'ating process in accnrdauce with Israel’s
initi:;\t.liVe. The United - States understands, fhcrcfori, that

Palestinians would be free to raise issues that relate to their

~ opinions on how to make clections and the negotiating process

succeed.
In order, not facifitate this process, the United States proposcs
that the foreign Ministers of Jsrael, Egypt and the United States

meet in Washiungion within two weeks. (Lukacs 1991:133).

Alithough this position recopaised the PLO as the representative of the

>alestinian Arab. Baker poiiils-plan put Egypt as a mediator between Israel

promincnce.

and PLO and pf(i[j(m(:d a meeting of the Forcign Ministers of Israel, Egypt'

- and United States in Washiug‘ton." ‘The role of PLO therefore gained
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- Here, the result of- this was a range of peace conferences which
pionecred by the United States, was co-sponsored with Russia, like the Madrid

(Spain) talks of October-November, 1991,

1.4.3 MADRID TALKS (OCTOBER 1991)
The Madrid talks were historic in that the participants engaged in
official direct ncgotialions for the first time. 'They weré based on United
N?lli(llls Resolution 242 and 338 as well the Camp David agrcenicnt of 1978.
The United Nations resolntion Idéélarcd the principles »f land in exchange for
- peace and thc. need for direct ncg},o[iutinns. The Madrid multilateral talks on
5 topics of regional significance such as water, arms control and trade,
discussions i.nte.l-ulcd to esiahliish bases for pfactical cooperation in {he entire
Middle East.

- Dcspitc their signil:'icgnéq, the talks producéd little discernible progress
exeept l)ct\:ccl; uls‘sl.'ael and Jbrdan. Thfe Palestinians and Israclis remained far
apart. ‘The Palestinian w.i!h‘!’!jC ;npprqlwztl, had agreed (o interim stages for

deciding the late .u'f ll}c terriforigs as stated in Camp David, but insisted that
Scll'-(lcl.(!l‘lnill‘dti.l;lli,.I meani ng_ of :1. Palestinian Slatc, should bhe the final

outcome. B
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N - ;I. . .
The Shamir government in Isracl adhered to its position of autonomy

for the Palestinian people but continued Israeli controt of the land and all
major functions, inclllgdiljg security and foreign affairs. Shamir s intent as he
) a(hniltc(l after leaving office il} June 1992, "was tb drag out (alks on
Palestinian self-rule for ten vears while attempting to settle bundreds of
thousands of Jews in the occupicd territories”, therchy creating the
- appearance ol a(:cﬁl;llllodat ion while workiﬁg to ensure Israel retention of the
territories (Smith 1996:314).

The rigidity of these instances caused increasing despair among
. Palestinians in the tlerritorics ;l;ld ilitensi[’ied violence often promoted by
 Hamas and as rcv:ved Islamic .lilr.ut.l. ‘Shamir’s anxiety to fizht, timately led
to Amierican’s sanctions in Tebruary 1992; because of ,sracis settlement
| activity, ax.nounti_n”g to a repo:_'t;‘;! iS;OOO new housing units since June 1999;
the -.Bush A(lliililli.;f;'atiOIl withiicid! t]‘lcl$l.0 b'i.lli-o.n in loan g.u;urﬁnfees promisedl
during the Gulf war. Prime Min' _;t'c'r Shamir responded with mo: e settlements
and United Stales began effor(s -'!.)‘lllllll‘l'llllillt‘ Likud credibility and to assist

. @ l:ilmm‘ pariy victory in cl(eélixms scheduled for June.
C;J{IIIISC(llle.lj'l..tis’., the Madr! !alk‘é»' did ndt yféld much the idea of land for
peace was not backed by Shaw:ir but rather seltlcti mor: ap‘'t more Jews

(Smith 1996:314). -



3.5 UNITED NATIONS ROLE IN VIIE ERA

OF PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS
1'1!“‘ issué of l'Sl'&lCIE-P:II‘(_‘&;[i‘!lC conllict cannot be discu ssed without United
_Nation’s involvement in the résolution of peace in the are:; since the UN’s as
the world’s major imrcrnai ioatal ‘organisation sel up in 1915 after the Second
World War to maiatain peace and resoive 'conﬂicls in the international
political system, |

Following tlhc ~nd of second World War which also snarked the collapse
of the League of Natious “93'9-45); the UN was formud to forestall the
recurrence of such a devasting .{)!u-nomcnon. The diplon:atic sharing which
preceded the formatisn was cnncl_ude(.l in San Francisco, U5 when on June 26,
51 States signed ilile treaty and the UN ofl'icial became 0|:erati011:il, Octohér
10,1945, (Kaufman 1980:225).

Patcs back wh:n the British withdraw their mandat: over the Palestine
- region ;15 designated by the (_ir‘{‘;mct League of Nations.  he organisation’s
initi prv—occu|.I):-|:li0n was aimed ;ll curbing the crisis. A special committee
was set up to look into !hc"ll"t)l'll_)[c spﬁt and make recormendations where
were to be implemented by a pf'bp.nséd UN Palestinian con mission ?ISSiSted by

the Security Council. (Repord of ('_.'minﬁiltce', 1976:2).
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The mandate was officially _tcrmi:iablc in July, 1948. However, by
.Nx‘).vcmhcr 291 947, the “UN  General .As.sc-mbly working on the
recommendation of hthe special qummii!ec in ilt?r i281h plenary mecting passed
Resolution 18i(1)_ which rc(:mn_mendt.'tl a paftition plan the creation of twe
ﬁl(lclw.m!cnl Arlain'h and Tsracli .Sl.;.uos lIeaving Jerusalem under as international
administration. (Thisday Newspaper May 1, 19‘)9). The mixed reaction that
succeeded the resf.rlution l;a([ llardly dicd down when the Zionist authorities
.dcclaréld- ah indcpendcn! State of Isracl with Jerusalem as capital on May 14,
1948. |

This attracted Arab miii;a;ry confrontation and within twen! y-four hours
UN role assumed a control posture (Banwo 1995:48).

B No othcr.i:‘:tcnjnzaliohul 'i‘ssue. is m(.jr'é col-nil'chx and more potentially
dangerous for the maintcua‘u;'t: of international peace and security than the
Isracli-Palestinian confiict in tl,lc‘M-iddlc' East. No othcr iSSlic has claimed
- more of thé 01‘;;51iéati0n’:s time.aiid attention. Tt is alsb thé issuc out of which
the concepl of UN-PEACI, I(.I*Il*}i’lN(} cmmerged (emphasis added).

 The concepts of ;)cué,c keeping (lel)iéts an opcralion invelving personal
wilhout -Ic-nforccmém p wer, estuhl’,ishcrl by thie UN to maintain or restore

peace in conflict zones, dcpcm_ling on the conscnts of the government in the

warring states. It derived a hasis from the principle of preventive dipiomacy,
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assumes a more realistic form n‘nl(! approach by taking cognizance of the bi-
polarity in the world system aud lh‘rc cold war contradictions. This is opposed
(o the idealist-inclined cn!lccté\fc 's_s.'m:'ii y principle that guided the operation
of the fragile League of Nulitms‘\'.—‘ ‘

As all is understood that. l_}‘.‘\"x role in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has
predominantly been mediatory and conciliatory, like during the Yom Kippur
war of 1967 cach power was hi(l(liﬁ;; time.to favour its own beneficiary such
was it that, it took several UN resolutions to end the war.

There could be no doubt that the UN could solve the crisis if the powers
particutarly US, and the Rus&_;i;mv wanted such a settlement. Tt ls known to |
everybody that the moral and i.‘i.‘S:lIl‘I'iﬂl support of the Russian to the
Palestinians hardened their miilm.fm; to Israel. On the other hand, America
backing was mainly responsible for the intransigence of Isracl. (Banwo,
1995:53).

For the UN to have had meaningful success in the Middle East conflict
therefore, it needed to have u‘_ui'kml out a solution acceptable not only to the
parties directly involved but also their super power patrons. Moreso, that the
inferests of these do not always coincide. To slay that UN has failed in the
Middle ast is an vxuggcru{i:m"‘:!' the facts, to say it has succeeded is a

hyperbole. It has succeeded in Lkeeping peace at intervals like mentioned



bcl’or.c; the Mad_fi_d talks .'ll.c;;otiati('ns were based on UN fesbhitions 242 and
338. The UN resoiuti:ms declared (e principles of land in cxchange for peace
and the nced for direct negotiations. -

A gainst. this backdrop, former Primé Minister Shan:ir was been difficult
| iln. 1esponse, shortly alter which the I_Ja[.mur Party won ¢l ctior and came into

power (Smith, 1996:314). Cy
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CHAPTER FOUR

' THE ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES IN THE
QUEST FOR PEACE iN THE MIDDLE EAST

4.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter will asscss lie role played by the U.S. *n the peace process
in the Middle East and other States like Egypt. It was in the proces: of these
mediatory roles that came the Osio Peace Accord which shail be examined in

this chapter.

4.2 ORIGIN Ol* THE O51.0 .II’EACI'Z ACC()RD
'l‘hc. (.Jamp:Da;{id Agrc(;mcnt whi.ch v;fas s.igucd after many years
“achieved an Isracli—[}igypti:m. rapproachment, | Tlowever, others, like the
Madrid talks diq not yield any’ mcnningful_rc_sult_. Then again an Israeli-
Palestinian Acco;'.tl-., tagged Oslo Prace Arcf.).r(.l ﬁ!as initiated in Scptember, 13,
1993, |
¥ : :
It all began in the Whit House, the American Scat of Power, Israel ; nd
Palestinian Liberation {)rg:niisu‘tinu (PLAO)) were to formally sign an agreement

allowing Palestinian sclf-rule in the Gaz: Strip and Jericho town, the West

Bank: known as the occupied terriories, the area originally claimed as home
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land of the l’:llcs.t.i.niaus which was forcibly annexed by Jsrac! fol'owing its
defeat of her neighbours in 1967 war.

Tl:is particular pact was !.:; be signed between Israel and PLO with U.S.
mcediatin 2 te find peace in the urén.‘ T this clfect, the PLO leader Yasser
Al:zll'znl wnil to Washington aim_'i(i}.'_!- great !‘.\'])(‘Clillil)l-l.‘i and pledges of assistance
from lea ling world powers :_mltiv s;upgmrlcrs. Arafat had it that, unity may
exist bet' ceen whereby the proclamation of a Palestinian state can then foll w
with Jervsalem as c:apital aad lhalvlhc P;:I'esltilllian state will be the land to be
occupicd by the Palestinian people on the political chess boa-d of the In-:w
world order (Guardian, Septenher, 1993:1-3).

The Isracli .I’rimc Minister, llin: late Yitzhak Rabin anc My Shinn
Peres, Forcign Minister were. algq in Washington am-i(lsl mcer(ainty on w10

.between them will endorse thie historic pact for the Jewish Stat:. S he Prime
Minislcf was not sure {o sign-.thé agreement even though he was disposced (o
shake llan(is witlh.i\/lr. Yasser Arafat if necessary.

Bal v PLO Ivlulcr was ready o sign the pack himself provided the

[sracli Prime Minister did so. The pact was eventually signed which wa: a

landmark event in the history of the Middle East. The monumental acce od
which guarantees self-rule for Palestiniins in Gaza Strip, Jericho and W st

Bank - a development they have heen fighting with Isvael to attain sit ce
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decades.
Specifically, the Accord, set out in hree stages, first, provides for
muotutl recognition between Isvael and the PLO: Palestinian control of Gaza

Strip and the town of Jericho along the West Bank and withdrawal of Israeli

soldiers in (he occupied territories.

Scecondly, it provides for cléction mto a I'alestintan Council which will

glo;fcrn for five years. In tiii. a!:ca, 'lhc Palestinians will exercise control all
over local services including the potice force.

Negotiations on-the stains of Jerusaiem \I.v.:.ns to follow within two years.
But the status of Jewish West Bank and Palestiniin refugees renzain uncertain,

As declared by Americin President Bill Clinton:

"That the time kad come for the state of Israel 1)
live in harmony with its neighbours. The ncev
realities in the region dictates thai the security «f
the Israeli peopic be reconciled with the rope an |
more hope for all to put sorrow and antagonisi
behind them and work for a shared luture.’
(Guardian, Sepiember 14, 1993:2).

- Both partics agreed te the accord, whereby Rabin also declared that:

"The dawn of an opportsmity for peace, although
admitted the journey to the accord was difficull and
painful, but then looking ahcad with optimisin for
anew refationship with the Palestinians” (Guardian,
September 14, 1993:2),
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4.2.1 THE ANALYSIS OF THE ACCORD

Even lﬁough, the actord was ‘Sigued and agreed upon 'hy both partics,I
Isracl was still striving to refain as much authority as she cmﬂd. Also Yasser
Arafat’s lack of funds c:mld" nol pf:rmil creation of administrative
orgimisations, sb the delays stencued from the intense struggle that ensued
hetween the partics themselves, whic"h the accord really meant with respeet (o
the future of both Isracl and _l":flcstini:ms l‘oo_tcd back since 1‘948 (Smith
1_9_96:32]_)7 |

The question of Jerusateny vhich to Israel is their cajpital was of central
.importance, Palestinians too viewed Eastern part as their future capital.

However, late Rabin notes' that, even though the sccord W;H signed
Jerusalem was :@ér mentiom;(l as part of Palcsl.in_iail slate, so it has 1o remain
limited under :sracli S()vcrcigm) ulid e the capital forever, ’Iih?)ugh the
(accord) (ransitional .period called for "Interim stage" served two purposes for
late Rlabin. ]f‘i;'srt; it cstal)lisﬁc;l 2 tmnsilioné;l period during which Israeli
confidence in Palestinian ;:m'_t-rn'h:;-_ abilily migh{ increase setting the stage for
a transference of authority (o a jninl.P:tlcstinian—'.lordan 1‘lltity. Secondly it
afforded an opportunity {o consolidatc conirol of territory considercd.
essential, numciﬂ éx‘eatcr Jerusalem, I)e_t".msc Arafat had left Jerusalew under

Isracli auspices urtil final-siaius talks began,
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Furthermore, the fat - isracli leader was embracing peace with anguish,
apparently referring to pre: ious killings of four Israeli soldicrs in the occupied
territories, cven though ti¢ people were watching with great hope and

- apprchension, the Israchi government was willing to give peace a chance, to

’

et fate Rabin added.

That, "we undert-ke to live together on the samne
land. We say loud and clear enough, we like you to
build your home and live tegether, that yesterday it
was a dreany, today it is a commitinent”. (Guardi:n
September 14, 1993:2).

The late Prime Minister thereby pleaded for mutual ve:pect and good
neighbourliness, whereby Aralat too promised for cooperation and said:

'

"Without peace in Middle East, the world would
live in distress and in  security. (Guardia,
September 13, 1993:1).

1

Aralat pointed Hal clearly to (he international comun ty to press for
the speedy resolution of conteitious issues between both pariies, again that

was the first time it modern history that a Palestinian flag had lown over the

territory (Guardian, Septembes 14, 1993:243).



‘

4.2.1 .'l'llE ANALYSIS OF !IIE ACCORD

Even though, the accard was ‘Signcd and agreed upun.hy both partics,
Isracl was still striving to retain as much authority as she could. Also Yasscr
Arafat’s lack of funds cqud.‘ nol ;iél'lllit creation of administrative
organisations, so the delays stenaed from the intense struggle that ensued
between the partics themselves, whic‘_h the accord really meant with respect (o
the future of both Isracl and _l;:zlcstillizllls rooted back since ll948 {Smiith,
_ 1_996:321)_. | |
“The question of Jerusalent vhich to Isracl is their capital was of central
.importance, Palestinians too viewed Eastern part as their future capital.
Howcever, late i{nbin nole:” that, even though the :iccord W;l% signed
Jerusatem was II.It.‘.;VCI‘. mentioned a- part of Palestinian state, so it has to remain
limilted under israeli sovertfiggiij ziﬁd he the capitai forcver. ’f‘hrmgh the
(accord) (rausiliqual period called for "Interin stage” served two purposes for
latc. Iiabiu. ]*‘ill's.tl, it cstzll)lisk;c;l ] trunsilion‘;l period during which Israeli
confidence in Palestinian ;.{{)‘.'_vrnbi'n;-, ahility might increase selling the stage for
a transference 0!’ authority (o a juim‘ Pilestinian-Jordan entity. Sccondly it
;ll'll'nrdetl an Ol.i.]}-l‘l'l.unil)’ to consolidate control of Lerritory Considercd.
essenfial, nzunc.ly; Igreatcr Jerusalem, he_c:mse Arafat had left J.erusalem under

Isracli auspices wtil final-siatus talks hegan.
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At that pﬂint far in the 2‘uturcllilere ﬁlight be nothing to ncgot ate
because it ﬁ’as not riversible., Lz.m‘ Rabin secmled to intend for Jerusalem w hat
Shamir had sought for all the t't".rrit.ories. protected negotiations that enabled
consolidation of their fundament:l oi)jeclives (_Smith 1996:323—324).

To that éxtéilh PLO had ne place (o create any state, because Israel had
no intention of ever ullowing a stite as they admitted openly, even though both
lsr'.icl-l’:nlcstiuian. relied on UN resolutions that could not be imposed from
withu-u't. As (;,Il.:l;i;s'i()ll(‘,(l bj* li:i;yala_r- Al dal-Shati, the PLO negotiator (for
Madrid talks) there would be popular Cisillusionment when peof)lc realized
that a state was ulmltaiuuhlé and it '.wlill lcad to upsurge of violence.

Wh‘dt lllcl';, .w c;‘e the reasons for ::igning the accord beyond res_toringl
Arafat and thc.'l’llJO to pmn.linc-nve.imd ‘o forcing the US to talk to them?

From this perspective, the aécord accomplished much. The Pa-lestiniané
were addressed "as_a people” not simpli:'as the residents of the territories,
thérchy i.].lCIll(li;I%; ;Il Palcstinians, the (erritories were named specially. The
accord also stressed that vesolution 247, Lwd in exchange for peace, would be

the basis of negutéalor.
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Nabil Shaath the main negotialor stressed that, what
basically broke the impasse was the Israeli
willingness {o accept territorial jurisdiction, with
temporal exceptions.  And for U.S. once the
exceptions became {ine related, we were willing to
accept what the issues of settlements and Jerusalem
- be in these categorics of exceptions. Our agrecment
(o temporarily relegiste these issues to the permanent
scttlements (Permanent status talks) constituted a
very important break through from the Isracli point
of view. What made it possible for us to agree was,
first the fact that thesé issues were placed on the
agenda not just, :!'S'i‘sslles to be raised but as n atters
to be settled and secend, that the permanent status
talks were given a specific frame cither as soon as
possible or a maximum of two years. In the case of
Jerusalem, our acceptance was made a little casier
by the fact that Jerusalemiies can vote and be
nominated in clections and that the. Palestinian
institutions in East jerusalem would be run by the
Palestinian authority. (Smith 1996:325).

~ The major problem here was that Israel had not committed itself to the
settlement issue, to that, the negotiations became tough when the reality calile
Ihcqausc Rul)in’.st problemn wﬂs f!z(:»ability of Palestinian to control the arcas
| allotted (o lhcmlall this centred n.ii Arafat’s capacity to govern and control the
dissidents who might lhrcutpn the accord and lsra_el’s sccurily. Shoﬂly after,

violence broke out on both sides cspecially in Gaza, where Hamas seenved to

Lot
e T

huve gained control in the face of Fatah ineffectiveness, many Israelis and
’alestinians saw little hope of resolving their differences (Smith 1996:325-

325.).
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4.2.2 THE ROLE OF UNITYD STATES IN PEACE PROCESS

The US has been in the forefront of events in the Middle East,
especially in the conflict betw en Isracl and Palestinians. The cmergence of
U.S. as a super powes brought abhout dimension to the peace process, which
was the fact that, the PLO mei, who attended the ceremony had since the mid
1970s almost prevented l'mpl setting foot on American land, especially PLO
leader Yasser Arafat whose l‘.'lﬁl-.‘;'isi_l to the US was November 1974 when he
addressed the UN General Assembly. (Guardian, September 13, 1993:1).

M(;I‘c inumflanlly, US rc.;cllt'n‘c(l diplomatic ties with PLO after a time
of bad relations, after the accur.(l-wus signed. Other nations with the help of
US applauded the Israeli-Palestinian understanding, especially that the
Palestinian issue was going into the -White House at the official invitation of
the US president who decided thit the first agreement-between Israel and PLO
should be signed inside the American Presidential quarters, (Guardian,
September 13, 1993:1-2).

IF'urthermore, nations li}cc Japau also offered assistance, and promised
to play positive role to help fomnﬁ ruct the Israeli occupiced territories, to that

extent, the Prime Minister said:
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We would also lik¢ to pay tribute to the efforts of
-U.S. and Russia for encouraging the agrecment and
“hope that talks will continue between Israel and
other Arab parties with the aim of reaching peaceful
agreement. (Guardian, September 15, 1993:1-2).

All this of the world epinion was initiated and pursued by U.S. to

enhance peace in the Middle Fast.

| 4.2.3 I'llL ARAB’S ROLE IN ['llL PLACL PROCLSS
By the time Amel ica had called for peace b tween -Isracl and
- Palestinians, other Arab natious too were in support of it. Saudi Arabia had
- expressed its readiness to join America in providing major financial backing
forht.hle l’alcslinlia'ms 'fnllowing tl;t; Middle East Peace Agrcement (Guardian,
September 15, 1993:2). . g , |

Also, the Ligyptian govcrmuent too plﬁyul a very significant role
| between Israel and Palestinians for peacc to reign wnthm lhe arca. Egypt was
the first Arab s.tatel. to rcstorc (lli]lOl]l'd(lC ties with Israel during the Camp
David Agceement in 1979, 'This heralded peace between Israel and Egypt
(Guardian, SLp((:ﬂlel 15 1991 2) To that extcﬁt, the Lgyptian Foreign

- Minister Amu MOlIbSd cxplamcd that:
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Those who opposed the Israel-PLO peace deal
because it did not guarantee a Palestinian statc were
using a laughable excuse, that Palestinians not to
" outbid each other in opposing the agreement, but
should unite and there is no need for bidding (for
positions and right now because it is a losing bid).
They should all review their conscicnce regarding
their stance. (Guardian, September 15, 1993:2).

AlS(). on Il;olw i)cst a rapf;roachincnt bqiwﬁen Isracl and ‘he Arabs,
Isracl’s Arab neighbours incl'u(li‘ng Jordan, wﬁére tate King Husscin and late
Rabin lngve lmd_(liscussions and .fordagl endorsed a time table for negotiations
at American State .Dcpartmen‘t it Wasllixlgton_, rais;ed hope that a p :ace treaty
611 crucial points of contention hetween both counfries may be sigined. Syria
and Lehanon were yet to Iannounce -complete approval of laie Rabin's
concession 1o the Palestinian_. ’!'_'he PLO had hoped that Syria would endorse

“efforts to make tlle éccord succcssf'ul.‘

However all issucs for consideration a:;; the recovery of territories

cunl(_in'c'rc{l__ hy Istacl from ’Af:jénlb’;-'s “and fate of Palestinians refugees was

discussed also (Guardian Scbtc.lll!)er 15, .1993:3).

4.3 THE REJECTION OF THE ACCO_RD BY BOTH PARTIES

The threat to the accord was exemplified by Rabin’s death who was

IO LY |
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murdered in C(-)]ﬂ.bl()()d by ar assassin in .l 995. Hitherto, immediate cffect of
the Isracli-Palestinian accord :'c"aéllt-(i in Wnshington by both parties had been
seen by hard liners (Israelis) who upposé'lhe accord: thus bringing back the
accord 1o as it was. hefore. . |

Bul it has heen argued that (he peace process had not b_rought unity
between the lsrael-Palcs(inians,‘ duc to the chara.cterisvd viglence of the
. accupicd _tcri'itorics: thus !éading ‘in_thc deadiock of the peace process. The
Palcsti:iians did not relent ihcir cfforts too, the militants continued their
_attacks on Israclis and Kkillings all through. Especially the Muslim world
condemned and vowed a holy war against Israel, Iran was ahead ot: that and

supplicd moncy to that cffect. {Time, November 13, 1995:21-22).

4.4 PEACE PROCESS UNDPER NETANYAHU (LIKUD)

Due to the death oi'_Ra‘bin. elccli()nsr were held and won by Mr.
Benjanin Netanyahae who then b;ec:une the Prime Minister of Israel. The new
I'rime Minis!vr was 2 Imr(lli-!wr, hence there was stalemate.  Consequently,
International pressure mounied on Israch g’ovemmcﬁt which culminated in the
Likud Party agreement (o work for peace (the Wye Pact), which was a result
of diplomatic nmnécuvrcs of U.S. ]’I'L-sidcllt, Bill Clinton, Egyptian Presideat,

Hosni Mubarak and late King Hussein of Jordan.

99



. All the principal ac@rg had in mind, the same agreement reached by
late Rabin. | l:IOWdVCl;, due It(')-tiitc ghlardlinc positionlol’ Netanyahu, the peace
pr;wc.;s was slowed (Time, October 14, 1996:21-22).

| 'l‘I;v pmccsS under than_'m!u; was geucrally stow and conflictual duc to
the .sccming differences in the :policy Ip_ron'ouncelilen.ts and the 'agi'cement
reached. . b
Specifically the boundary adjustments were never adhered to. 'i’he self-
rule ahd autondmy issue by PLO leader Yasser Ai.‘afat ivas not fn ﬁny way
discussed.

| .l lowever, things turned eut that, Netanyahu’s tenure of office came to

~an end when he lost in election to the Labour.Party and Mr. Ehud Barak

cmerged as the new Isracli Prime Minister on May 17, 1999. Shortly after

assuining office planned a big feap towards peace (Time, July 5, 1999:32).

4.5 PALESTINIAN AUTONOMY

The autonomy issuce was hingeéd on the legitismate inalienable vights of

the Palestinians and arc made up of:

- the right to return to their home land and property.

= righi to self-determination
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. riglﬂ ;‘,0 establish their own state bf Palestine
_ . right to Palestinian Libcration Organisation, which is the
representative of the Palestinian to participate on equal footing
wit.h:"(")ther pariics hiin alil_ effopté, (Ile.!.iherations and confererces on
the Middle East. |
EEI _Necd to put an‘-;'.u(l-_lpIla;.rz.lclis Gccupation of Palestinian occupied
terri‘tc;rie.s since 1'96"/:’,- inciuding .Jcil;l'lsa.lem. |
Put differently, what consti lﬁtcs Palestinian rights and which Palc:;liniaﬁ
desires are thé rights to life, right to cxist_ as an iﬁdcpendent sover}eign ation
based on the principle of self d(i'tcrmimlt.i(m. (ThisDay Newspaper May 1,
1999:15). |
The PLO in ifs rcstléss cfi'urt.; to the Palestinians autonomy, ha: tried
s0 much for that, lﬂspecially‘ w‘ili‘r Prime Minister Ehud Barak who aj pears
| tb -lle u.s!'r.(mg and honcst man"who‘ desires peace. lIsrael and Palest inians
sigied an ;._:c.cor(.! 'grun.liug lht.' Patestinians passage across the .lewi.sh state,
'This was a sign of growing (rust hetween them, | | ’
Thus, Palestinians can now travel betwecll the Wesl Bank and Gaza
Strip withou( moét of the striet security n';eaéurc;s enforced since 199, Oslo |

- Accord. Now, there is a level of trust between Istaeli gevernmen and
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Palestinians. The PLO hailed tie agrecment for making the geographic and
'd('-:mog\r.ap-hic unit of the West Bank and Gaza Strip a reality. (Punch October
7, 1999:17).

- 4.6 _IAPI’RAISA L

The Oslo agreeme: t or ].)c:\ce accord as has been collectively referred
" to has had its pros and cons. Thus to assess it dnc has to look at its merits,
that is what it has achicved :zn(i the dcnicrits, what it had failed t.o achieve.

The Oslo accord was signed bf:twecn' late Rabin and PLO leader, Yasser
.Amfm in 1993 when the accord called for prace between Israel and Palestine.

There was a hcombin'ation of domestic gmd infernational pfessures put
- on (he Israeli state. Though late Rabin signed, he could not live to implement
it due to his untimely death.

His succcs@r M. Benjamin Netanyahu b'ein.g a hard liner found the
accord a Dbitter plill to swaliow. There were the return of the occupied
_1(-:‘|‘it¢)1'it's. autonomy, free movement of passage of Palestinian to "occupied
ferrilories". The accord stéphed short of cvérythiﬁé but gran(ing of autonomy
- of indépcndcnce to the Pnlestiﬁfinn state.

On the other hand, due {o the slow implementation of the agreement,

Islamic fundamentalists (J [amas). carried out attacks on Israelis homes to show

A
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their gricvances.

char:wtcrizz_ltilnn Nclallyallljlﬁli{il}.t ;;\*f_‘n bother to dispute, Netanyahu ended
that: - .
| \./Inul-!cam.mt ha'vc i-J(‘ilC_C when peoplc. arc blown to
smithereens, (Fime Aogust 11, 1997:20).

Ir urlhcrmpre, it was contral to ¢ ?sli)_.fllat, ihe so-calied final Siatiis of the
P:_-Iegtinian ter.ritorics be decid(‘;i joirtly by the Israclis and the Palestinians,
bui with ncgotiations over expanding ~ven limited authority dead-tocked, and
given the intrunsigénee of the 'i’::rl;u-r Prime Minister Netanyahu over the
issuc,.;iralfa't zh.a.(ll _threatencd. to' ditch rhe procéss and simply declare a state in
.th"e West Bank and Gaza Strip gill Mza v 4, 1999. That was th- expiry date of
the ”illt(’,‘l‘illl’ Os_plo accord, \_vhich provided fqr some _sclf-ru!e wlli.le the two
sides haggled ovclr a pcrlma:;cu( deal. | | ‘ -.

E

Also, Israelis militanis vicwed the occupicd territories as belonging to

the Jews alone as part of {he Biblical Jand of Israel God promised them

refeasing sy of it confradicts that notiosn. The militant settiers felt that (he
leadership had made too many.concessions.

'} he militant Israelis had erccted inake-shift synagogue and farm houses,

L]

(hreatened never to leave quietly, its that simply nothing in Middle East is

cver that simple (Newsweek November 1, 1999:28).

o L ETe
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In conclusion, the accord 'l:;is brought or éaséd tension in some ways,
it has cnabled both sides to frust cacli other more.

Morcso, Barak’s is the high-st decorated general in the Israeli army, so
;ilsq; was lale Rnhiln, both w_:.mt‘(‘d peace :.-m(l. security by all means.

But ever since Barak won o (Ic.{:isivc victory in May’s clection - and his
governnient showed a renewed commitments to the peace process - the new
- climate has allowcd niore moderats sclt!cr leaders to emerge, whom are calling
for peaceful talis and negotiatiens and no division amongst the people.

~ (Newsweek, November 1, 1999-:f.’,8-2_9).
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CHAPTER FIVE

~ SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 SUMMA_[{I

This clmptgr would ser‘ve as a summary lor the entire work, bearing n
mind the -uims and ol)jcclivc‘s of this work. Hypotheses tested and
recommendations made.

The first hypothesis 's(a;tés that, "the lesser the degree of cxternal
influence in the Isracli-Palestinian c;)ilﬂict, ,thé greater the prospects for
peace”. The work has shown haw the external powers like Britain created thie
problem. It could be recalled timt, the Palestinian struggle arose as a result
of British duplicity at the initial stage, inlgmatimial denial of justice following
the creation of the state of Isvael in 1948 and the refusal by the Palcstinian
since then, to accept the staitus quo.

It was duplicity and denial of justice because the British offered as a gift
what did not l)Li(mg (o them. Also, (Iluplicily and illjuslicc.:lgain because the
international community rccpgniscd _th_c situation of injustice but had not been
a.llr_lc. to deal decisively with Hié‘_'problcm as a result of other cominitments.

Thus, the Palestinian question is a resultant of the provision of a Jewish home

in' Palestine without the British being able to secure the support of the Arabs
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anﬂ to prov.idc for a "Pa lestinian Home".

Consequently, Americs: toql_; over {roin there and is in firm support of
- Isracl, supplies aids to Israel, especially during the cold-war hostilitics, where
fm-nw.rlS(wiet Uniiin also pla_\.fcd'its own role, where conl’rontatioﬁs were from
~all p;u‘lics; which made resoliition impossible. 1t was beeause both Iscael and
Palestine had other ha‘ckings which refused to call for amicable resolution. An
effective solutimi?ivould have reduced the parties to two, that is Isracl and
Palestine only ‘x*llcréby interests WO.uld have been discussed and peace process
could have been resolved,

Thc work h.as shown that, before the Oslo accord was signéd in 1993,
Isracli-Palestinian velation was .r'eally bad; none wanted to see another, which
also culminated in their activities, of .cach party attacking the other ficrcely,
with cases of l)OiilI;ixlg, tervorists :lclivitic;s and <o on.

But then, \irl_lcn the Qsto Accord was signed, it was then that the leaders
realized their status ;_md shiowed apparent willingness to find solution.

Graduadly (he (wo partics lerve now come (o understand themselves more.

The Isracli cadership is ably represented and bas already called for peace.

et
[ B

S.2I RECOMMENDATIONS

Following the declaration of p'rinciples and subsequent moves towards

g Cooo 107



Palestinian self rule, the fact that suspicion and distrust have been able to

_ subside between the following recommendations are made:

Since the agreement was made and already concessions are under way,
Palestinians should stifl- negotiate and scitle the issue of independent

state of Palestine with the present Israeli government. It must be

understood here that, the longer the delay in establishing the State of

Palcstine, the longer the periods of Middle Eastern crisis. So Israel
should still try and agree to negotiations, whercby Ialestinians should
declare their State.

Also arrangements should be made for two separate States, that is

Israc) and Palestine whereby both should recognise the rights of each

_other. That is what constitutes Palestinian rights and what Palestinians

desire are rights to life, right to exist as an independent sovercign

‘nation hasled 611 the principle of self-determination. This means the

- ~same to fsracl, only by this concrete peaceful almosphere Amcri_ca can
contribute to this process. |

. AISO:,. if tlﬂlé.}intcrcst parties csf)ct:ia__lly Amcriéa could limit al} kinds of

" aid be it military, cconomic, etc., into the area it will minimize tension.

-




4. The (]lle§£5011 of Ha.ma.s has réally been a lproblen.l iﬁ the ﬂésh in Middle
Eastern crisis. If operated openly for six years where it had a Burcau
in the J(_irda.nian capital, issuinglout press releases, briefing journalists
and gcnt;-rra.lly propagating its cause - the violent destruction of Isracl,
suicide bombings and other attac<s on Israclis. 'The Hamas 'gmup

B _should be conlmllé@ _by the  Palestinians in order to create an

at.:ﬂos‘plvleEré for pc:ucc.. L

| 4
__ It lb noteworthy that whilt’t}vcr att ainment of peacc Israel-Palestinian
conl’lid will be a gradual prnc.c-ssl.

Consi.dcring the history zuitf ﬂynalﬁ i\c_s involved in the.conflict, it should
be noted that, all agreements reached shonld be carefully managed or clse any
ilnl'ringéllncnt could spark off another crisis.

" Howevu, the United States of Amcrica.: mediatory rolc has helped so
much in the peace process and this is expected to continue. |

However, the road ahead is still bumpy, rough and slippery.
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SOURCE: Smith, D.C. Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conl lict,
(New York St. Martins Press, 1996, pg. 323)
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* APPENDIX B: THE BALFOUR DECLARATION

F

The draft known as the Balfour Declaration issued as a letter to Lord

Rothschild on 2 November 1917, It stated: !

i

B

His Majesty’s Government view with favour the + -
{ P L . _‘ - i . . '_
. 3 . . ¥ . .
establishment in Palcstine of a national home for the

Jewish people an(] will use its best endeavours to
facilitate the achicvement of .this. object, it l)cing : |
clcarl'y \‘lntl.erstobtl’,;tl.;i.l.l. not hing. shall bc. d.(mt': which.

may prejudice the civil.and religious rights of
cxisting non—_J cwlish cmnmuxi_ities in Palestine, or the

..l"ighfs énd pbliticzll S.talus enjﬁyed by Je“;s in any

i

other country.

?i\

SOURCE: Smith, D.C. Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict,
' (New York St. Martins Press, 1996, pg. 54)

118



APPENDIX C: TilE OSLO PEACE ACC ORD

The Government of the State of Israel and the PLO team (in the
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation (o the Middle East Peace Conference) (the
"Palestinian Delegation™), rvplrlzsmlil}g the Paiestinian people, agree that it is
time to put an end to decades of. confrontation and conllict, recognize their
mutual legitimate and politieal I.‘i}:]ll.‘i.‘ and strive to live in neaceful coexistence
and mutual dignity and sccurily,‘i-nu! achieve a just, lasting and comprehensive
peace settlement and historic -reconciliation through the agreed political

process. Accordingly, the two sides agree to the followin g principles:

Article I

AIM OF THE NEGOTIATIONS

The aim of the Isracli-Palestinian negotiations within the current Middle
sast peace process is, among other things, o establish a Palestinian Interim
Self Government Authority, the elected Council (the "Council"), for the
Palestinian people in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, for a transitional
period not exceceding five years, lcading to a permanent settlement. based on
Security Council Resolutions 242 :nd 338.

It is understood that the inferim arrangements are an

integral part of the whaole peace process and that the negotiations on the

i19



permanent status will lead (o the implementation of Security Council

Resolutions 242, and 338.

ki

Article I1

FRAMEWORK FOR THE INTERIM PERIOD |
The agreed l’r:uncwo;‘k.ifor' the interim period is set forth in this
Declaration of Principles.

imicle S

. ELECTIONS
1. In order that the Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
| may govern themselves according to democratic principles, direct, free
R . :_and_: general political éleclions wiil_ be held for the Council under agreed
.Superv..isi.on. and i.ntcmati('mal.ol)servatinu, while the Palestiniar police
will eisure public order,

2 An agreement will _b(,"(jm_r:"lut'lct'l on the exact mode and conditions of
tl_lc;clcclim‘zs'in ;IC(T(}}';lE;ﬂC{."\Vitll the protocol attached as Annex i, with

: ' ' ¥ ' o -

> the 'g(ml of l}()l(ling the cfvctipns not later than nine months after the

entry into force of this Beclaration of Principles.
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3. These elections will constifute a significant interim preparatory step
toward the realization of the legitimate rights of the Palestiniar people

and their just requiremernits.

Article 1V
JURISDICTION

Jurisdiction of the Council will -cuvc.r West Bank and Gaza Strip
territory, except for issues that will be negotiated in the permanent status
negotiations.  The two sides view the West Bank and the Gaza Strip as a

single territorial unit, whose integrity will be preserved during the interim

period.

Article V

TRANSITIONAL PERIOD AND PERMANENT STATUS NEGOTIATIONS

1. The five year transitional period will begin upon the withdrawal from
the Gaza Strip and Jericho area.

Permanent status negotiations will commence as soon as possible, but

2;
not later than the beginning of the third year of the interim period,
between the Government oi'-lsmcl. and the Palestinian people’;s representatives.
3. - It is understood that these negotiations shall cover remaining issues,
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including, Jerusalem, refvgees, scttlements, Security arrangements,
borders, relations and- cooperation with other neighbours and other
issues of common inlvrést.

The two parties agree that the outcome of the permanent status
negotiations should not.be prejudiced or preempted by agreements

reached for the interiin period.

Article V

t~

Upon the entry iuto force oi this Declaration of Principles and the
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip aud the Jericlio area, a transfer of
authority from the. Isracli military government and its civil
administration to the ;’aﬁtlhz.orisccl Palestinians for this task, as detailed
herein, will commenice. . This transfer of authority will Le of a
pr(rpumtory nature li‘.tii"lll.(";iiilllgll!‘ﬂliml of the council.

Immediately affer the entiy into foice of this Declavation of Principles
and the withdrawal irom the Gaza Strip and Jericho area, with the
view to promoting economic development in the West Bark and Gaza
Strip, authority will be transferred {o the Palestinians on the following

spheres:  education and - culture, health, social welfare, direct
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annexation, and {owism.  The Pelestinian side will comnence in
building the Palestinian potice force, as agreed upon. Pending the
inauguration of the Cuuncii, the two Harties may negotiate the traosfer

of additional powers nnd roesponsibil.ies as agree upon.

INTERIM AGREEMENT

1.

L

The Israeli and Palest:ne dejegations vill negotiate an agreement on the
inlerim period (the "interin: agreeny: at"), -
The Interim Agreement shait specily, mnong other things, the. structure

L4 .

of the council, the nimber sf its me nbers and the transfer of powers

‘and responsibilities from the Jsraeli military gover nment and its civil

administration to the Council. The In erfin Agreement shall also specify

- the councils execuiive authosity, legistative authority in accordance with

Article TX below, and the independent Palestinian judicial organs.

The Interim Apreement sivdi inchurde arrangenient {0 be implemended
upon the inauguration: of the councii, for the assumption by the council
: ¢ 5

of all of the powers and responsililitics transferred previously in

accordance with Articie VI «bove.
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4. In order to enable the Council to promote economic growth, upon its
inauguration, the Courcil will establish, among other things a
Yalestinian  Electricity Auathority, a Gaza Sea Port Authority, a
Palestinian Development Dank, a Palestinian Export Promotion Board,
a Palestinian Environmental Authority, a Palestinian Land Authority
and a Palestinian Water Administration Authority, and any other
Authorities agreed upon, in accordaiice with the interim agreement that

will specily their powers and responsibilities.

Ln

After the inauguration ¢f the coun i, 'he civil administration will be

dissolved and the Isracli military government will be withdrawn.

Article \(f!l
PUBI IC ORDER AND S&Cﬂﬁ!'l' [

In order to guarantee public nrldvr and internal security for the
Palest mians of the West Bank and thie Gaza Strip, the Council will establish
a strong police force, while isract will continue to carry the responsibiiity for
defending against external li;ré;:ts, as well as the rcsptmsil)ililty for overall

security of Israclis for the purpose of safeguarding their internal security and

public order.



Article IX
LAWS AND MILITARY ORDERS

l. The Council will be enipowered to legislate, in accordance with the

interim agreement, within all authorities transferred to it.

[ o)

Both parties will review jeintly laws and military orders presently in

force in remaining spheres.

Article X

JOINT ISRAJQI,I—I'ALES'H‘!I!! AN LIAISON COMMITTEE
In order to provide for a smooth implementation of this Declaration of
principles and any subsequent agreenients pertaining {o the interim period,
:
upon the entry into force of this do-t'l:u‘alirm of principles, a joint Isracli
Palestinian Liaison coramittee will be established in order to deal with issues

requiring coordination, other issues of common intercst and disputes.

Article XI

ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN COOPERATION IN ECONOMIC FIELDS
Recognizing the mutusi benefit of cooperation in promoting the
development of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and Israel, upon the entry into

force of this Declaration of principles, an Isracli-Palestinian cconomic



cooperation committee will be cstablished in order (o develop and implement
in a cooperative manner tne provrams identifier’ in the protocols attached as

Annex I and Annex IV.

Article XI1

The two parties wili invite the Governments of Jordan and Egypt to
participate in establishing further liaison and! cooperation arrangements
between the government of Isvaci and the Palestinian representatives. on the
one hand, and the Governuienis of Jordan and ¥gypt, on the other hand, to
promote cooperation between them. These arrangements will include the
constitution of a cmltinuing.cn_m‘miltec that will dct:iflc by agreement on the
modalitics of admission of persoiis displaced from the West Bank and Gaza
Strip in 1967, together with necessary measures to prevent disruption and
-~ disorder. Other matters of ¢ccmmon concern will be dealt with by this

committec.
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Article XTI

REDEPLOYMENT OF ISRAELI YORCES

1. Af_lgﬁr tl_lc catry into force of this declaration of principics, and not ! ter
| t.h.:.in.the eve 6!’ elections for the council, a rcdcploymentloi' Is: aeli._
ntilitary forces in the West Bank and the (}nzu Strip will take plac -, in
addition to withdrawaf‘ol‘ Isrheli forces carried out in accordarce vith
 Artice XIV.
2. .In'"rcd.eploying its mil.ihu:y forces, Israé} will be puided by t.‘hc prin iple
that its mi]ﬁary forcges should be redeployed outside populated arcas.
3 - Further redeploymenis to .Specified locations wi_ll be gradually
inipkmentei] éummens:xratc with the dssumﬁtion of responsibility for
public order and internal secyrity by the Palestinian policy frrce
pursuant o Article VIII above.

LB

Article X1V -

- ISRAELI .)ﬁ.!ﬁi'U_.I)_.li!\KAL}??‘_!.{_QMMT.!!.E__( AZA_STRIP AND _JERICIIO
" AREA : |

Iscael will withdraw from the Gaza Strip and Jericho area, as detailed

in the protocol attached as Aunex 11.
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Article XV

RESOLUTION OF DISPUTES

1. Disputes arising out of - the application or interpretation of this
Declaration of principles or any subsequent agreements pertaining to
the interim period, shall be resolved by negotiations through the Joint

Liaison committee to be established pursuant to Article X above.

to

Disputes which cannot be settled by negotiations may be resolved by a
mechanism of conciliation to be agreed upon by th * parties.
3. The parties may agree to submit to arbitration dis) utes relating to the

interim period, which cannot be settled through cc neiliation. To this
end, upon the agreemeni.of both parties, the parties will establish an

arbitration committce.

Article XVI

ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN COOPERATION CONCERNING REGIONAL
PROGRAMS |

Both parties view lllé muitilateral working groups as an approepriate
instruments for promoting a "Mglrsliall Plan", the regional programs and
other programs, including special .programs for the West Bank and Gaza

Strip, as indicated in the protoc{;i_ attached as Annex IV.
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MISCELLANEQUS PROYIS')NE

B This declaration of principles will enter into force one month after its
signing.
2; All protocols annexed ‘o this declaration of principles and agreed

minutes pertaining (icrcto shall he regarded as an integral part hereof.

Douc at Washington, DC,
This thirteenth day of Septerber 1993.

For the Government of Israel. For the PLO

Witnessed by:

The United Statcs of America, The Russian Federation.

SOURCE: Usher G, Palestine in Crisis: The Struggle for Peace and
Political Indeperdence After Oslo. Plato Press, London, East
Haven, Ltd., 19935, pg 93.97.
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