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EDITORIAL

Reading Association of Nigeria (RANY} is 29 years this year. Within these two decades and
nine, RAN has strived through thick and thin to promote literacy especially by influencing
literacy instructional practices at all levels of education in Nigeria through workshops,
conferences and publications.

This 13" volume of Literacy and Reading in Nigeria (LRN) contains some of the reviewed
papers presented at the Biennial Conference of the Reading Association of Nigeriain 2010
in Malurdi, Benue State. The collection remains a commitment towards achieving one of

the objectives of RAN which is entrenching and sustaining the reading culture among -
Nigerians.

This edition of LRN containg many articles on clagsroom instructional practices to
enhance reading and study skills for teachers seeking appropriate approaches and
strategics to meet the reading and literacy challenges of Nigerian children as well as

articles on adult/entrepreneurial literacy skills, literature and literacy as well as family
literacy.

As usual with all RAN publications, this volume is a companion collection for ¢lassroom
teachers and literacy practitioners and researchers in Nigeria and beyond. Enjoy it!

Chinwe A. Muodumogu PhD
President |
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Writing as feedback of Readers' Re-Actions: Are they means for inculcating Literacy
Habits in individual s?
A study of the Nigerian Situation.

Joseph S. Aliyu, PhD
(Professor of Applied Linguistics)
Institute of Education, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.

Hannah M. Daudu, PhD
Institute of Education, Ahmadu Bello University,Zaria.

"Some hooks are to he tasted, others he

i swallowed, and some few to be chewed and
digested: that is, some books are to be read only in
parts, others to be read, but not curioudy, and
some few to be read wholly, and with diligence
and attention". Francis Bacon's Essays. of
Studies, pg.l 50,1906

Abstract

In this study of feedback through theprint media, the co-investigators appraised
competing communication theories. After adoption of one theory, thirty-three
articlesfrom 3 sampled newspapers were analyzed and characterization of the
articles was carried out. 3 main criteria were used for making observations about
the articles. This included the content of the article, the style of presentation and
the context within which the writing occurred. The incidence offeedback was also
gauged. The study made specific statements regarding the potential power of
feedback in promoting literacy habits. This is particularly promising in enforcing
a bridge between the reading and writing practices in the outer community.

Introduction
Most Literate Nigerians differ on their assessment of the level and patterns of general reading
among Nigerians. Many observers claim that Nigerians hardly have the time to do any reading
especially of the general or the leisure nature. Some contend that most Nigerians who engage in
reading do so for specific purposes. Some of such purposes including reading of materials for
examination preparation especially among students. Others read to prepare memoranda
especially for pohticians, bankers, lawyers, and professional secretaries. In some other cases we
have preachers like pastors or priest who read materials so as to prepare their sermons. There are
still a few others who may be involved in reading materials that either challenge their attention or
trieger their anger. For such individuals reading may be done so as to enable them to give their
own reactions or rebuttal. No matter what purposes reading is done for, several studies have
revealed that in such places as the following, little or no evidence of reading is manifest:

Departure lounge in the arport

Waiting rooms in the banking hall or hospitals or clinics

Staffrooms in schools and colleges
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- Visitors waiting rooms in public offices
- Students common rooms in higher institutions
- Andother reception centers in public places.
The absence or near absence of reading materials in the above mentioned places are symptomatic
of one thing: the low level of actual reading practices among Nigerians. At the institutional level
the low level of reading and writing skills has been bemoancd by researchers. In the words of
Oyetunde and Umolu (1989) .
Unfortunately, there is abundant evidence that the written language skills
of children finishing primary school are grossly inadequate (See Abe,
1983, Aliyu, 1983, DuBey, 1983; Omjuwa, 19835). As far back as 1969,
Tiffen suggested that English instruction during the first two years of
secondary school in English-speaking African countries should be of a
remedial nature in order to compensate Jor a poor foundation at the
primary level.

According to the above researchers and others, the problem with the cultivation of the skills of
reading and writing especially among the literate members of the Nigerian population is caused
by a multiplicity of factors. They include the disappearing culture of early literacy among
Nigerians, the invasion of the Nigerian home by other distracting features like the Television and
Global System (or Standard) for Mobile (GSM) and computer games. In addition most Nigerians
are not thoroughly versed in any of the indigenous languages and as a result have very unstabl
control of language which could later on be built upon. To quote Oyetunde and Umolu again;

The problem of a poor foundation at the primary level is

compounded by the fact that the readability levels of most of the

textbouks used in the schools are above the class levels for which

the texts were intended (Etim & Umah 1983, Jegede, 1985). This

means that such texts are likely to be too difficult even for good

readers. All these problems are worsened by that fact that children

are expected to read and write in a language which is not their

mother tongue and which many of them have not mastered to the

degree necessary for secondary school work,

The Current Trends in Nigeria

In recent years the reading and writing attitudes among Nigerian have taken a dive for the worse
Observers content that most Nigerians spend little time on reading. They claim that the new
culture now is that of money making. Same avail that cven the leaders and members of the
political class hardly read to tfamiliarize themselves with what members of the public or their own
electorates have to say about them. According to Julius Adewale Adelusi-Adeluyi (August 14
2010, The Guardian) non reading leads to backwardness and the tendency to become outdated
According to him, Problems stated about one or two generations ago, as a result of the changing
values in the society. I think the problem startcd in the late 70s, and certamly from the carly
elghtles of the last century.

According to Adelusi-Adeluyi, refreshing and updating one's horizon should be paramount. In hi
words T am more interested in getting ideas, because ideas don't die, And if you remove areas o
ignorance, as a person, you know more about yourselfand your knowledge will set you free.

Adelusi-Adeluyi goes further to lament the excess crave for money especially among the youth

Reading Association of Nigeria
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According to him,
Somehow, especially after the civil war, he says, he discovers that insome
part of Nigeria, young boys don't want to read again. They are only
interest in making money. Money he laments is now what people respect,

not knowledge. Whereas, a good nation must invest in knowledge of its
people.

To examine critically, the promptings responsible for reactions or non reactions among Nigerians,
some study of selected newspapers articles was recently carried out. These newspapers were
examined to see how much contribution comes from the readers of the general public. This was
done by identifying and categorizing the types of responses from interested readers. To maintain a
central focus in the study, some pertinent questions were raised. These included the following;

l. What do people engage in writing regarding important development within their socio-

political, socio-cultural and politic-religious environment?

How do they feel about their leaders and the perceived type of leadership provided?
3. Whattype of statements do they employ to vent their own feelings

| o

Computing Theories of Communication

Several theories of communication especially in the area of mass communication where critically
appraised to identify the most relevant for the Nigeria communication landscape. The mass
society theory, the magic bullet theory and the limited effects theories, Lazarsfeld (1941)
were all compared.

igure 1 Mass media as channels of Feedback

Followers

(Adopted from Stanly J. Baran: Introduction to Mass Communication: Media literacy and
Culture, McGram-Hill higher education 2002)
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In the context of the Nigerian situation, it was found that the Limited effects theories of
Lazarsfeld were probably the most dominant among those theories that could be identified as
underpinning the situation in Nigeria. This is because they represent the roles played by the
following in triggering public debate or discussion: Individual differences, social categories and
personal relationship. Nigerians suffer from many depressing experiences. These relate to il
health, road accidents, deflation of expectations, victimization in work place, poor health
services, near collapse of the educational system, a high incidence of fraud and many more
Contributors to ncwspaper articles use their input to reduce the discomfort inflicted by the
negative developments that permeate the environment. Somctimes the audacity reflected
through outburst of writing could surprise even the greatest pessimist. In attempting fo apprais

- some of the wnitten contributtons of “aggrieved Nigerians™ data were collected from newspapen
and further analyscd to allow certain obscrvations and generalization to be made. In the table
that follow the data from the newspapers have been summarizéd.

Table 1: Summary of Article types

Article- Qutright Positive Rebuttal General
Tvoe Comuplaint | Counsel/Article Comments
Pcreentage 0 " a

of total 18.8% 37.6% 17.1% 26.5%

For more details, sec appendix 1-4

Content _
Notunexpectedly, many of the write-ups from contributors centre ot political themes particular) |
those which irk the contributors. Most of them concentrate on some lingering political issues the
have attracted serious individual or group attention, |
Some of the tssues include the following.

Desertification _
Human/Child Trafficking : : ‘
Settler-versus- Indigene g
{ncumbency Factor )

Margmalization

Resource Control

Zoning

Will Jonathan run?

Where is Mr. President?

The Problem with Plateau State

3" Termv/ Term Elongation

Cocaine Carricrs

Nigerian lawmakers and the Cost of Running Democracy

INEC and Credible Elections :
[Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and Crime control
Football in Nigeria and National Honour

The Carnage on our Roads

Rebranding Nigeria

The Collapse of our Education System

=2l s I o T~ RS |
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Style of Presentation :

Most of the writers employ highly loaded and emotive words to cxpress their v1cwpomts
Typically, this occurs when the writer is making an Qutright Complaint. [t should be
acknowledged here that numerous write-ups are submitted as Short Telephone Messages or via E-
mail. In this regard [CT or Information Communication Technology has become a dependable
vehicle of communication,

The two texts below make a direct commplaint to the Plateau State Governor in a language that
could pass for confrontational, unambiguous and folly loaded with venom. Some key phrases
include:

“Your Unwillingness or inability to resolve the problem in your LGA (Jos-

South}... is a big set-back for you and a stain on your government, ©

The writer does not stop there rather he goes for further specification by claiming,

“You and your bmt’:cr Gbong Gwong of Jos, Da Jacob Gyang Buba, brought the unpopular
chairman..

The words sch,ctcd are penetrating and within the Nigerian Socio-Cultural context, insulting.
This is simply because the writer does not go for euphemism or umbrella terms such as nepotism
and favoritism, He says in addition to the above

“Because he s the brother in-law to your S5G™

These comments of the cited letter imbued with or so it seemed some air of authenticity,
essentially through the insertion of the name of the purported writer with his phone number to

- both (Daily trust, July 23, 2009, pg 12).

Allseemed so clinical and conclusive until a rebuttal was stumbled on in the August 5,2009,p 15
of the same Daily Trust. Here, the writer claimed to be the real Hon. Pamm Davou. He too invoked
equally evocative words such as

“purportedly sent in”

Andwentontoadd . .
“I view the write-up as. /misleading and an impersonation of my person
aimed at smearing my! rson... and I never sent the message.”

The writer took some tre  ble to assuage the emotions and pride of the leaders by pleading
“l implore all who co1 1e across the write-up to disregard and see it as an
attempt to sow confusion and too cast aspersion on our esteemed leaders™,

Two important points are brought to the fore by the accusation and counter-accusation. Leaders
attacked by some have their own source of support elsewhere, This probably remmds one of the
expression: Even thelouse hasits own friends.

Secondly, the editors to most of the newspapers sampled remarkable courage in presenting
balanced accounts. This i1s commendable especially where matiers that generate enoTmous
passion and name calling are being openly discussed.

The modest exchanges carried out by interested readers provide them with the tools and media to
navigate new routes of literacy. Through their efforts some of the contributors have received

- encouragement to engage in reater challenges of writing more sophisticated articles.

The Intimate Style
Some of the write-ups are intimate and conversational in tone and presentation. Such a style
makes the article reader-friendly. Equally, it substantially creates a rapport between the writer and

Rending Association of Nigeria
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the reader. Its stylistic variation roakes it a potential model for other would-be writers. Many
Nigerians today get captivated by motivational talks and write-ups. Consequently, presentations
that appear in the dialogue form, breathe the following qualities on the writing and suggest
authentlc hteracy characteristics:
i- Theair of immediacy
11~ Theassumed or perceived familianty
iii- The sense of verisimilitude
iv- The applicability of the subject matter and its discussion
v- Theumque sweep and orientation of the presentation. _
- With regard to the above qualities several of the articles under the category of positive counsel or
advice manifest robust language. They are enriched in terms of vocabulary selection, precise
statements and punciuated with a myriad of questions-yes/no types, rhetorical, hoe- and why
varietics. The sample given below is representative of the reflective write-ups. They manifest
practical literacy skills.
Men, as our wives and children celebrate us today as fathers, what
kind of a father arc you?
+ Arcyou arcal father or ceremonial father?
"« Doyoushowloveto yous children?
e Do youmeet iheir expectations as a father?
Do you care about your family?
What are your lifestyles?
Whatare you teaching your children?
Can your children modcl after you?
What kind of a father are youin the suuety?
Do you behavelike a father?
What about our place of work?
What type ofa leader ave you?
Can people comce to you when they are in need?
e Areyoua father only to your biological children?
How do you treat those children living with you? - [ mean your house
girls, houseboys, security guards, drivers, cooks, stewards, etc. Do you
treat them as human beings like yourself who are created by the same
God?
Men, Father's Day is for sober reflection on our standing as fathers and
mentors 1o our children and others. This is not the time for dining and
wining only, but fo also re-examine yourselves and make amend wherever
you are doing it wrong so that, it shall be well with you. Remember that,
sooner than later, we shall all appear before God on his judgment seat.

> & & 2

In some of the general write-ups the tone is urbane measured and transparently 1noffenswc Th
choice of soothing words and the build-up of the sentences suggest a decidedly polis
preseniation. Some of such articles confirm that even in anger or distress, writing could be dox
with some beauty. They remind us of if the ever-green beauty in carcfuljy chosen words and alx
point back to Bacon's words that “Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed and som
Jew to be chewed and digested”.

Such writings could be read over and again as they radiate literary elegance and uniquencss. The
also inculcate practical literacy traits/habits in contributors.
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Anexample from This Day of July 22, 2009 is partially reproduced below:

Conclusion

... I was allowed to go in without any stress ... the police ordered
someone who was close to the door out. It would not have been a
problem if he had done that politely... 1 was fished out from behind
to get out... in a very humiliating manner... 1 decided to put this
down in writing when I watched Michael Jackson's memorial the
night 1 suffered this humiliation. I was surprised but it triggered
something in me, that in Nigeria, we don't do things the right way.
... Little things defeat us. Every Nigerian should understand by
now  that developed Nations are beginning to identify with
countries that show promise. Some Nigerians feel raped becaisse
Obama chose Ghana. No! The jealousy will get worse when
Ghana starts exporting oil next year: Then we will bite our fingers
and see how things  we feel don't count are things that actually
matter.

Vol.13, No. 1, 2011
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From the readers’ contribution to newspaper articles, it can be seen that most write-ups are indeed
indicative of yearnings from some sections of the community. Most contributors, in relying on
varying stylistic options, confirm the elasticity and functionality of language. Many of the writers
exude promptings and potentials in the area of literacy development. The newspapers themselves
have demonstrated some amount of fair-mindedness. However it was difficult through the

reported survey to gauge the success or failure of the newspapers in the following areas:

a. Criteria, if any, that was used for selection of article.
b. The amount of editorial carried out on each received write-up
c. The factors considered in determining the distributional spread of the themes and sub-

themes.

d. Thedistance from adherence to the in-house editorial style of each paper.

Finally, the main features traceable in the analyzed write-ups were seen as diagrammed below:

Figure 2: Facets of Feedback

Writing as
Feedback

Effectiveness of

Consistency in making Efforts

Bridging Reading and Writing

Target Audience

Precise Theme
Use of Enriched Vocabulary
ontrol of Personal Emotions
Variety of Syntactic Options m; Y,
Avoldance of Inelegance

Critical Analyst
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