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ABSTRACT 

This study was an attempt to increase the moral 

judgment level, locus of control and self-concept of 

individuals. The correlations between these variables 

were also investigated. 

The subjects consisted of 112 undergraduate students 

at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria. They were 

randomly assigned to experimental and control groups of 

55 and 57, respectively. The experimental group was ran­

domly re-grouped into four discussion sessions. 

The following hypotheses were tested: 

(1) Moral dilemma discussions should directly 

enhance subjects' principled reasoning. 

(2) Moral dilemma discussions should enhance 

the subjects' locus of control. 

(3) Moral dilemma discussions should enhance 

the subjects' self-concepts. 

(4) There is a relationship between subjects' 

scores on moral judgment as measured by the 

Defining Issues Test and their scores on 

locus of control as measured by the Internal, 

Powerful Others and Chance Scales. 

(5) There is a relationship between moral judg­

ment as measured by the Defining Issues Test 



and self-concept as measured by the Revised 

Personal Attribute Inventory. 

(6) There is a relationship between locus of control 

as measured by the Internal, Powerful Others and 

Chance Scales and self-concept as measured by the 

Revised Personal Attribute Inventory, 

The treatment involved discussion of six structured 

moral dilemma stories. Each experimental sub-group had one 

hour per week discussion session for six weeks. At the end 

of the treatment sessions, both the experimental group and 

the control group responded to three questionnaires. The 

instruments employed were Rest's (1974) Defining Issues Test, 

a measure of principled level of moral judgment, Levenson's 

(1981) Internal, Powerful Others and Chance Scales, a mea­

sure of locus of control; and the Revised Personal Attribute 

Inventory, a measure of self-concept. 

Multivariate Analysis of Variance (MANOVA) statistical 

method was employed to test hypotheses one, two and three. 

Hypotheses four, five and six were tested with Stepwise 

Multiple Regression analysis. 

The findings of this study supported hypotheses one, two, 

four and six but did not support hypotheses three and five. 

In light of the findings, it is recommended that moral 

dilemma or issue discussions be incorporated into the school 

curriculum, particularly in Nigerian schools. Personal moral 

examples, particularly by those in authority, should be the 

ideal goal of moral education. 


