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ABSTRACT

| argue that Golonial rule in Central Tivland affected
the people in such a nanner that it was responsibl e

for the transfornmati on of these people from produci ng
for societal use to production for colonial consunp

tion and export, an activity that enphasi sed cash crop
production, b facilitate this col onial econony, the
super structure had to be afiected. It was consequentl|y
transformed to provide and legitimse colonial exploita-
tion. This was done by a nmarginalization of the
existing class structure in |eadership during pre-
colonial tines and the energence of a new class ali gnnent

suited to the new schene of things.

However the kind of class arrangenent that now
energed was not a | ogical devel opnent of the peopl es
hi story and a dependency culture was therefore erected,
Thisresulted, at thegrantingflagof i ndependence.inthe
energence of petty bourgeois politicians who were not
able to organi ze society along lines that could avert
the disasters of the Tiv crisis of 1960 and 1964.
For, the conflict of interests that arose between and
anong the energent social classes during colonial rule,
were noderated by the colonial state. The state had
contained such revolts and the extended tradition of
revolt by cruel suppression. By 1960 however, the
new cl ass that controlled the state was ¢ incapabl e

either at the regional level or the local level to



noderate these social affairs because of the
ahistorical and illogicality of its emnergence.
This study covers the whol e epoch of col onial
rule in central Tiviand. GChapters he and Two are
concerned wth defining the area and scope of study
and an examnation of the debate on colonial rule
at the theoretical and conceptual |evels. Chapter
Three attenpts to examne the extent and depth of
the transformation in terras of |and, econony and
| abour up to 1935. This chapter shows the kind of
class forces that were in existence before col oni al

rule cane to nargi nalise them

Chapter Four treats a general overview of the inpact of
colonial rule on the political systemand the
establ i shnent of colonial admnistrative apparatus- which
heral ded the creation of new class conjectures while
Chapter Five is interested in howthe famly and
household in Central Tivland were thensel ves affected
with the result that colonial over rule wecked havoc
on the values and attributes that had renai ned
tradition, thus preparing the ground for petty-bourgeois
party politics, treated in Chapter Six, which is also
the concluding chapter. The Post Gol oni al viol ence which,
shook Central Tivland and echoed all over Tivliand in
1960 and 1964. were thensel ves a | ogi cal devel oprent
derived fromthe illegitinacy of colonial rule on the

peopl e.
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1.0
1.1

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
The Area: the People:; the Scope of Study.

Tivland is a larre georraphical and historical
entity, located today in such a way that the Tiv are
found predominantly in the present Bneue State,
parts of "lateau and Uongola States. A study of the
history of the Tiv people in its entirity as a nationality
is no doubt desirable and have its obvious strong points»
but in tkis context, beyond the scope of this work,

We are concerned here with the Tiv who have lived in
what is today Benue State area ever before its creation
and by the time of colonia! intervention,

To define what we mean by central Tivland, it is
important tuv know the peographical spread of the
entire Tivland during the colenial era, This however
can better be done with the ald of a map (attached

overleaf)

1. Colonial intervention for us here in
Central Tivland began in 1212, However,
the presence of traders and other
explorers dates back to 1854 during the
time of Baikie. See Narrative of an

ExﬂlgahuLlgxn%&JuLAlszUUuuﬁﬁxuna
and binue in 185, London Frank Cass

0 .
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nigeria showing tiv division in the
benue state
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On January 1, 1900, a Protectorate was declared over
Northern Nigeria. The Tiv and all other natiocnalities in
the Benue Valley, incluiing those in the Bauchi, Muri and
Adamawa emirates came under the authorlity of Resident
William Hewby and was cailed Benue frovince.

In August 1900? Benue Province was divided into two
separate administrative units - the Lower and Upper Benue.
A1l Tiv districts (then called Munshi) north and South of
the Benue, Westward from the Katsina-Ala fliver together with
some parts of Zaria Province. South of Latitude 99 came
under Major Burden with headguarters at Akwanaja.

Before 1912, all districts in Western and Southwestern
Tivland3 were placed under the nominal control of the
Southern Nigerian Yovernment. By 191, all of them reverted
back to Muri Frovince. These included tre clans of
Shangev-Tiev, Caav and Hbatiavh. The Tiv therefore came to
be ruled as part of Muri Province with two adminisirative

centres at Abinsi and Katsina-Ala.

2, Northern Nigeria Cazatte, Op,Cit P,126

3. Before 1a33, when tne British Colonial administration
in Tivland became obsessed with the idea of the
creation of a central location as an administrative
headquarter, all parts of Tivland were known by the
Four Cardinal Points: North, South, Egst and West.

. Only the Mbatiav Clan is of interest to us here which
has come under our central Tivland.
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In 1918, the Colonial Administration united the ITiv
people with other nationalities South of the Benue (Bassa,
lgala and the Jukun) to form the Munshi Provinces. In 1926,
Benue Frovince was created and the newly created,6 Munshi
Division which included the non-Tiv speaking peoples in the
Southern districts of Lafia emirate with administrative
headquarters at Abinsi became incorporated into it. In the
same year, the eleven clans of lkurav-Ya, Turan, Mbagen
Kusuv and Shorov7, Tongov, Shitire north and south, Ugondo,
Ukan, Utur and the people of Katsina-Ala were brought under
the authority of the Aku Uka by Richard Palmers.

In 1933, these clans were withdrawn from the authority
of the Aku and in the sare year, Tiv Division. was created,
brincing torether for once, all Tiv people under one
administration. From 19079, when colonial administrators,

tax assessors and collectors were travelling in certain

5. Makar T. 'A Histor of Politi~al Chanrce Among the
Tiv in the 19th and 20th centuries, Ph,D ABU Zaria
1975 P.223.

6. See also Makprof AR/PEP/F2 Annual Report and
Returns, Benue Prov. 1932,

Teo 0n1¥ Mbapen, Kusuv and Shorov fall into our category
of Ityor in Central livla~d today here,

8., HRichard Palmer was tve Lieutnant Governor incharge
in 1926, See SNP 1160 vol.1 Palmer to Monk 24 July
1926 NAK,

9. Dorward thinks that by 1908 Tivland had been taken
over by the Colonia! administration., See his "The
Subjugation and Penegtrati~n of Tivland 1874 - 1908
(Un Pu. M3, in SOAS from 7/6/1960 No. A H/60/20)1
contest this position., For the mere fact that certain
colonial officers traversed and mapped livland did
not mean that colonial occupation had become a fact
for the Tiv. In fact, Mbakor clan was only traversed
and assessed for tax in 1~12, See Mbakor clan by
1.G, Gunn, SNP 17/13 27931 NAK. And Makar, OP Cit
Says that most parts of Tivliand only came under
British sway in 191,
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parts of Tivland, especially those nearest to the Jukun,
mapping and establishing geopraphical boundaries, Central
Tivland was not yet an issue. It was not until 1913 when
Tiv Division was created that the issue of establishing a
central location for the administration became important.
Thus for the British, what became Central Tivland was merely
a geographical expression informed by the concern to locate
the administration in the most centrally convenient place.
The site of Gboko was chosen and construction work on Gboko
town, located on the boundary between Ipav and Mbayion clans,
therefore commenced10.

For our purpcse here, tre area under study pained the

designation Central Tivlan? first of all for its location

in terms of centrality. Tortema confirms this position
when he states tﬁat Gboko is 'situated almost in the centre
of Tivland, Most of the divisional boundaries fall within
the range of 65 miles from here with the exceptions of the
districts of Udei, ... Ityoshin, ... and Ikurav-Ya'11.
There exists however, certain traits and relaticnships among

those clans found here that sets them apart from other Tiv.

Historically, these clans know themselves as descendants of

10, See Tortema J,K, "The kstablishment and Growth
of Gboko", B.A, Research Essay 1974, Zaria.

11. 1bid, P.2.
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In terms of demography, the Ityar (clans)
mentioned above were not as populous as those in
Southern Tivland, the Kunav,'® nor as sparesely popula-
ted as the Iharev, Masev and Shitire to the north, West
and East of Tivland respectively.‘7

The nature of the peopling of this area had peculiar
implications for the manner in which economic activities
were carried out, Land was not scarce, but there were no
unoccupied vast stretches of 'bush' as the colonial adminis-
trators made us to believe.18 Land sither belonged to one
clan or the other and certain special relationships were
determined before, say, a stranger from other parts of
Tivland was permitted to Va shir (sorjourn), settle and
work the land,'9

Makar, Tortema and 0rkar20 have argued that large
scale migrations, at least as regards whole sections and

clans, had become greatly minimised in most parts of Tivland

16. Bohannan, Laura and Paul, Tiv Economy p.L. They
have estimated that the population in Southern
Tivland was something like 550 persons per square
mile, and that in the Eastern part ranged from
30-L40 versons per sq. mile,

17 . Estimated population figures abound in tax assess=-
ment reports in the Kaduna Archives, Tortema
Op Cit p.1 says too that this area of relatively
low population density extends to the northern and
western parts of Tivland whose soil is still fertile.

18 . Dorwards D.C. "Ethnography and Administration"., A
Study of Anglo-Tiv 'Working Misunderstanding' in
JAN £V, 3 (1974) P.Uu60,

19 . This position was related to me by many informants,
. one among whom was Terzungwe Akende of Ipav, Gboko,

. Makar, T, 1975 Op.Cit Chapt. 2, Orkar J.N. Op Cit
Chapter 3 Tortema J.K. Op Cit pp. 1 - 5.



Kpar12' and are therefore of the Kparev "Super Clan.,"13
Kparev had three children, Jengbagh, Jechira and Kwande?k'
Of these, only the Jengbagh are found in this central
location, The descendants of Jengbagh15 include Mbatierev,
Mbayion, Mbakor, Yandev, Mbatiav, Mbagen, Ipav, Shorov

and Kusuv, All of these clans, with the only exception

of Tombo, who are also descendants of Jengbagh, but whom
it is not clear why they are not linked up on the genea-
logical charter with the others,comprise today's Gboko
Local Government Area,

All fiv understnad each other in spite of the
dialectal variations that exists in their spoken language.
In addition to this, there also exists discernible
differences among the different 'super clans' in terms
of tonation between the Kparev and other
Tiv which are present in all but the most urbanized of \
them.

12 See the genealogical charter that explains the
descendants of Tiv, Kpar is supposed to be one
of the grand sons of Tiv through one of his two
sons, Ipusu together with Shitire and Ukum,
while the others whom according to Akiga Sai,
include the lharev, Ugondo, Nongov, Ikurav,
Ikorakpe, Masev and Tongov. See Akiga's Story,
East, R(ed) 1939, p.50.

13 Accordine to Orkar's Classification, other
"super clans" include the Masev, Iharev, Shitire
and Ugondo, J.N, Orkar, "The Pre-colonial
History of the Tiv C,1500 to C,1850, (Unp. Fh.D.)
Dalhousie University Canada, 1979. The super
Clans" 2re the biggest segments that the Tiv can
be divided into.

14 This position was also collaborated by informants
from Yandev, especially Iana Adugu.

15 See Feasey, Report on Mbatierev district July 1937
26005 NAK.
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by 1990, except perhaps among the lharev to the North and
Shitire/Ukum to the East, Thus, in terms of massive population
movements, at least by the time of the arrival of the British '
at the turn of the century, central Tivliand had become falrly
stabilized., This position may be strengthened by the fact that
the Tiv generally tended to be more enthusiastic in migrating
into their non-Tiv neighbours lands rather than that of their
fellow Tiv.21
B It is reasonable in the circumstance to suggest that
higrations of the sort that could have profound demographic
or geographic difference, affecting those clans in central
Tivland during the colonial period, can be ruled out. It can
therefore, be maintained with a degree of certainty that
territorially and otherwise, what today constitutes central
Tivland is representative of what it was al the beginning of
the colonial era. (See map of Tivliand). |

The period 1912 to 1960 has not been chééen arbitrarily.
For, althougr, there exists disagreements as to the actual
period of the inception of colonial rule in Tivland, one feels
that the subject of study should dictate the scope, jusf as |
much as the scope determines the direction of such a study.

Thus periodization in history should not consist in the shallow

21. This position was confirmed by Panl and Laura Bohannan,

in their work Tiv Farm and Settlement 1954, London.
Among other probabilities, my informants suggests that
the %1v tended to mirrate into other peoples land rather
than theirs because they were numerically superior to
these neiphbours. Information supplied by Tsavnande
Agema and Uthers,




and arbitrary chronology of years for its own sake,

The colonial phenomenon for central Tivland became

a fact in 19122?, while for other areas of Tivland

to the east, contact with colonial agents began by
190023. In fact according to Makar, the penetration

of Tiv country started from about 1907, but.that it was
not until 1914 that "almost all the Ityar in Tivland
had been brought under the minimal control of the
British"zu: For us here, the mere fact that the British
traded or travelled in Tivland, or even fourht some Tiv
who resisted the way in which their yam farms were

25

destroyed for telegraph construction, did not mean
that they had been colonized. It was only when taxes were
levied and apparently collected, a tradition which
the Tiv did not apparently practice prior to the
colonial time, can one say that colonialism for them
too had become a fact,
The upper chronological limit of 1960 is more
obvious given that colonial rule historically ended
that :year, However, one realizes that the structures

and institutions that colonialism created survived

beyond 1960, the period of political independence,

22, GUNN I.G. Mbakor Clan SNP 17/3, 2793 NAK, For
this clan, which 1s also one of the aistricts
in central Tivland, today,British presence was
only established {n 1912,

23, See Lugard's Report on the Munshi campaign,
July 1900. CO. 446/10/25250 quoted in Makar
T. Op.Cit p. 219,

2l Makar T. OF Cit p. 230.
25, See Cbaro me, "The Pacification of the Tiv

1500-1908" JHSN Vol.VII No.1 1973 P.10L. And The



Colonialism is therefore a very central concept to this
research. For the research itself is about colonial
central Tivland; how the phenomena affected the area in
terms of social and political organization which became
essential for the organization of production, The
questions that we ask today inform our scope both in

terms of time and space,

Yils The Central Issues to be Addressed.

At the general level, people, or rather man, is
interested in knowing where he is in time and space,
why he is where he is and why certain things happen the
way they do. This makes man an inquisitive and curious
being, a curiousity that is guided by »*=« past, an
understanding of which past in turn equips _bim with a
world view and therefore his perception of such happe=-
nings, Thus man is a superior being in the world not
Jjust because he is one with brains, muscles and instincts,
but principally because man is guided by the past he

““himself has created by the application of his labour
power to production in order to procreate and sustain
life.

The point at this general level is the fact that
every human being is governed by a world view, a percep=-
tion of life that guides his action and therefore, his
own objective historically and his relation or sets of

relations to other people and interests in society. This



is not optional., Everybody possesses such a world view
which is not determined at birth but acquired through
the process of socialization in society.

An understanding of the nature of the problems of
Nigeriastoday has to begin with its past, an understanding
of this past as an objective historical process, This is
where history comes in, At one level, history is the
study of the past which helps to throw light on the
nature of the present and therefore enables man to
relocate himself and chart a course for his actions both
in the present and in the future. A subject of historical
investigation is therefore more often than not, informed
by issues of the present, issues of relevance,

Today, and not infrequently, the uninformed are heard
to say that scholars should stop passing the buck by
blaming celonialism for our national problems. That.
Nigerians are the problem themselves, and are responsible
for not building a society where justice, equality and
marked concrete social progress is attained. That two and

a  half decades after colonial independence is more
than ample time to restructure our economy and society
to serve our needs for the better,

This sort of position can best be described as

26

Naivete, For this may appear, superficially, a valid

26. ... See Lenin's "A Letter to
Apollonia, reproduced in Yash Tandon, (ed)
Debate on Class, State and Imperialism, Tanzania
Publishing House, Dar es Salaam, 1932.




assumption and in the circumstance reasonable, But

one has to reinforce the fact that it took colonial
capitalism over half a century to leave to us the
legacy of dependence °7and underdevelopment, That it
was political independence and not economic liberation
that was bequeatﬁf%o Nigeria in 1960. There exists a
world of difference between economic and political
liberation and the seeming philanthropic charity of
colonial capitalist independence, which still leaves

a people tied to the dictates of the capitalist system,
The nature of the classes to whom political power was
handed over is a manifestation of how our past history
as a colonial entity has defined our soclety today, and
continues to determine our relationship with the capita=-
list West, a relationship that did not begin after

independence,

27. Theotonio Dos Santos "The Crisis of Development
. Theory and the Problem of Dependence in Latin
America in H, Bernstein (ed) Underdevelopment
and Development: The Third Wor oda dlesex,
pP. 76 has offered a definition o¥ dependence:
"A conditioning situation in which the economics
of one group of countries are conditioned by the
development and expansion of others., A relation-
ship of interdependence between two or more economies
or between such economies and the world trading
system becomes a dependent relationship when some
countries can expand through self-impulsion while
others, being in a dependent position, can only
expand as a reflection of the expansion of the
dominant countries, which may have positive or
negative efiects on their immediate development.
In either case, the basic situation of dependence
causes these countries to be both backward and
exploited,”
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This rather long detour hes been necessary to provide a
backdrop behind which the nature of the problem to be
investigated in central Tivland will be situated. This
research will be interested in understanding the nature of
authority strictures that were created during the colonial
process, and which have made it possible for the continued
preponderance of this uneaual relationship of exploitation,
dependence and underdevelopment for Nigeria as a whole, and
central Tivland in particular; to what extent the emergence
of a class society was hampered or engendered by colonialism
in central Tivland.

Most studies done on the Tiv to date, have been largely

preoccupied with either the structures of colonial administrat.
or the fruitless exercise of enumerating and counting the

achievements of colonial rule in the areas of education,
missionary work, creation of colonial infrastructures and
adminis‘cr‘atir‘n.?9 The dominant view of colonialism here has
been from a limited perspective and did not take into consi-
deration the fact of the global nature of capitalism at,k its
various stages and its manifestations in specific epochs, and
an embracing conceptual framework was not employed in apprecia
ing the nature, type and essence of colonialism as it affected
the Tiv.

The result has been the wrong impression created, that
colonialism was something out there, given, and whose terminat

by 1960 had turned a new chapter of

28, See for instance tre work of Grande D,D, l're-Colonial
Trade and Settlement in the middle Eenue, M.A, Thesis,
APU Zaria, 1982,

29, See also most of tre works of Dorword, D,C., quoted in
this work and cited in the I'ibliograrhy.



politics and ushered in indigenous political actors

in Tivland and elsewhere. The nature of the classes
and class structures that emerged during this era,
classes which replaced and marginalized the pre-
colonial ruling elites, but which were in turn margina=
lized by the colonial capitalist structures, are not
brought out, These same classes that became very
central in the authority patterns and their changing
contents have not been adequately studied in any of

the works on the Tiv that 1 am aware of.

Certain questions become relevant here, and one
understands the fact that sometimes it is much more
difficult to ask correct questions than to profer the
proper answers: what was the nature of the authority
patterns that colonial capltalism was faced with in
central Tivland? How did it transform or failed to
transtform these patterns in the attempt to create an

 ideal situation necessary to pursue the interests of

\j/an exploiter system? What new authority groups emerged
in this process? 1In what ways had economic production
in coloninl central Tivland becbme facilitated by the
changes effected in the realm of the state and the
ideologicnl sphere? What is the real purpose and
meaning of the creation of the oftices of the District
Heads, the various clan heads, the graded courts and
the office of the Tor Tiv in 19477

How far and to what extent did the various groups

of the commercial, bureaucratic and political elites
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come into position of leadership, even if this leadership

was subordinated to the colonial rulers? Were these groups
definite enough to be tagred classes? To what extent were

they a marginalized or underdeveloped class of leaders?

In addition, what historical process explain the emergence of
personalities like Tarka, J.S., in Tiv body politic? What

common interests do they share? Finally, given these developments
during the colonial period, is it scientific-to refer to these
people by concepts such as "egalitarian", 'Classless' and
"corpcrate Tiv", such terrs that imply amorphous unity and
uniformity on the Tiv nationality? These and other questions

I feel have not been adequately analysed and answers profered

to them, nor have they been subjected to historical scrutiny

from a scientific perspective of materialist dialectics.

It is generally agreed arong academics that an pmpirical
research that is complimented by a strong theorectical
foundation allows for a better appreciation of the issues
involved from a more embracing view point, The next chapter
will thus attempt a rigorous appreciation of some of the -
varied theorectical and conceptual issues that have been
advanced on colonialism with a view to highlight some of the

more obvious liritations of the -works done on the area,



CHAPTER TWO

THEORECTICAL, AND QONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK: %

A CRITIQUE OF STUDIES ON T{ylﬁuﬁ.

2.1.

In every important research work, a particular
theory or sets of theories the researcher employs.
either consciously or unconsciously, determines the
nature of the questions he asks and therefore the
answers he gets, It is only after all the possible
inter-connections are identified can the investigation
be said to have a direction. Thus the type of concep-
tual literature and concents1 a researcher employs,
whether objective or subjective, are of great importance
in determining his perspective and analytical framework,

Previous writings on this area have employed suspi-
cious Dbourgeois frames of reference which in the final
analysis have amounted to the use of - empiricism as a
framework, It has become increasingly clear that the
applications of such frameworks alone are inadequate

in trying to get a totally embracing understanding of

1. "All concepts are abstract in a very specific
sense: they are defined by the place they occupy
and the function thev perform within a determinate
field of concepts, a vroblematic, Concepts are
formed and have their existence within knowledge,
They are not reducible to or derivable from any set
of "piven" or "real" conditions. The concept of
the feudal mode of production, for example, is
not generalization from a specific set of histo=-
rically "given" feudal sccieties,.,.on the contrary,
this concept or any other mode of production is the
preduct of theoreticnl work." This is an extrac-
tion from Barry Hindes and Paul Q, Hirst Pre-
capitalist Modes of rroduction, Routledge and Kegan
Paul (London 1375) pb. 1 = 2. For each and every
concept used in this research, attempts will be made
to define them within the context they are used.,



the historical process. Emphasis has to be shifted

from this kind of historical study. The idea is to
give substance to the available materials,

For our purpose, we are taking the class approach
to analyse the history of central Tivland between 1912
and 1960. This will mean employing the historical'
materialist approach as a conceptual framework, This
method of analysis was developed and used by Karl Marx
and Fredefick Engels in their studies and have been
proved to be effective as the only philesophical tool
that has answered all questions that have defeated
orthodox and bourgeois philosoph?rs,

Theorieg seeking to explain scociety have always
abounded. But historical materislism, founded over a
hundred and thirty-five years ago, is a living cfgative )
theory .apable of developing and enriching itself by

general conclusions drawn from historical experience.3

3

Nicos Poulantzas, New Left Review, 78, 1973 pp. 27-54.
"On Social Classes™, has defined social classes as
"groups of social agents, of men principally defined,
but not exclusively, by their place in the economic
sphere,., a social class is defined by its place in
the ensemhle of social practices, i1.e, by its place
in the ensemble of the division of labour which
includes political and ideological relations. Their

place corresponds to the structural determination of
classes, i.e., the manne W at10

the structure (relations of production, politico-
ideological domination/subordination) operates on
class practices - for classes have existence only
in the class struggle,"

ABC of Dialectical And Historical Materiallsm,

Frogress Publishers, Moscow, 1978, p. 290,



It foes not only explain the past and the present, but
enzbles us to foresee the tuture and take an active
part in the process of history.h
This philosophy, historical materialism, has
employed the most central law which guides all obJjective
life i.e. the law of the unity of opposite tendencies,”
According to this law, all objective things have two
opposite tendencies which are independent and at the
same time struggle against each other. This unity of
struggle determines the life of things and pushes their
development forward.6 This lew is both the Marxist world
out-look as well as a methodology.7 As a world outlook,
Marxism regards all things as the unity of opposites in
accordance with the law of self-movement and development
of objective things., As a methodology, it uses this law
ag a dialectical method of analysis so as to know and
change the world, It was on the premise of this law that
Marxism developed the theory of the evoliation of classes
through struggle and 1eaps.8
Marxism sees process and development through the
struggle of opposites and contradictory forces and traces
decisive historical conflicts and changes to roots in the

9

mode of production, These are known as the class

struggle, Thus Marxist investigations and analysis are

. 1bid.

5, I owe this understanding to A.M. Babu's Introduction

to Yash Tandon (ed) Debzte on Class, State and
Imperialism, Op Cit. p.1.

6. Ibid,
7. Ibid,
A, bid,
9. The concept of mode of production, see John G. Taylor,

From Modernization to Fodes of Production 'A critique

ol the soclologles ol Development and Underdevelop-
ment. Macmillan Press, London, 1979,




concerned with contradictions, class struggle, modes

of production, the economic base and its superstructureﬁo

Marx's mode of analysis sought to capture the
social process as a social unit in such a way that
the analyst should be talking about interaction and
synthesis of the soclal, political, and economic as a
single framework that observe the society in motion,

An analysis of authority patterns in central
Tivland in the colonial era is thus concerned with the
superstructure of society., However, it 18 to be under-
stood(;&a; this super-structure and the sphere of the state
is not.é predicated on the economic base of society,
but that both of them demonstrates mutual dialectical
interaction between the elements making up the organic
structure which makes the society. The application of
this mode of snalysis to the central Tivland case 1is
important here because colonialism as a phenomenon'
aimed at_transformingr pre~capitalist mode of produc-
tion,In- other words, what really caught the interest
of colonial capital was not the economic base. But
first, predominant values, ideoclogy and social organi=-

11
zation of this pre-capitalist social formation  had to

10. Ibid,

1. Social formation is a Marxist concept which
designates a complex structure of social relations,
a unity of economic, ideological, and in certain
cases, political structural levels in which the

a2 role of the economy is determinant, It is

I determinant in the sense that the conditions of
existence of the dominant relations of production
assign to each of the levels a certain form of
effectivity and a mode of intervention with resg-
pect to other levels. See Bary Hindes and Paul
Q. Hirst, Op Cit p.713.



be tempered with and changed in the process of the reorga-
nization of production for international capital.
The colonizing power took over the instrument of
the state, in most cases, violently, The indigenous ruling
classes were either eliminated, marginalized or turned into
colonial state agents. The state sphere was remodeled to
suit cclonial needs, new laws enacted, changes in the
ideology, ideas of right or wrong were deliberately made
and people, consciously or not, were made to loose their
own values in order for the invaders to survive.12
We employ deliberately the scientific historical
materialist mode of analysis to examine issues raised in
this research because it provides for the objective compre-
hension of the nature of society and the way it changes in
such a way that one can determine this process of change
on a regular basis;13 We shall now consider some of the
two dominant views on colonialism as it relates to our
discussion of the colonigl process in c¢entral Tivland.
This will help us to be more clear of our difterences in
terms of approach in relation to existing literature on

the Tiv in the colonial phase,

Some Views On Colonialism,

The essence of the colonial rhase of African history
lies in the ract that the history of colonial Africa 1is

one in which the pre-capitalist social formation is

12, Chinweizu, The West and The Rest of Us. Nok
Publishers (Nig;j Ltd., 1979, most of chapter
h, but especially. pp. 75 - 78.

13. A.M, Babu, Op Cit p.Z2,
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subjected to the penetrétioﬁ of capitalism at the stage

of monopoly;zfsocieties that were quite sufticient in
their production needs, even if the le§el to which they
turned nature to serve them w2s not mechanized, What was
important was that productive forces were devéloping,and
at difterent levels of development at that; some highly
stratified, others less so, and yet others in the communal
mode of production. " _ |

However, colonial capitalism ﬁeﬁetréted these social
formations, had their previcusly articulated practice
dicarticulated and rerouted within the orbit of capltal
so as to enhance its expanded reproduction world-wide,

It is the position of this study that whatever
research carried out on the colonial phase, whether on
the colonial economy, conquest, colonigl rule or decolo-
nization, the basic reality ol this phenomena can only
be revealed if thesge studies bring out the material conditi;nS‘
' {hﬂt necessitate the repreduction of the needs of cpionizing,

capitallsm. R

Two dominant positions, dimmetrically opposed to '
each other, and each lookineg ~t colonialism from divergent
perspectives have come to annreciate the nature of the effects
ol colonial capitalism on the Third World in general and
Nireria in particular. We sh~ll appreciate a few from
hoth sides of the divide so =5 to help make up ocur minds
which of the views is the most tenable and proven to be

correct,



1
Lugard's Dual mandate 4 has been held to be

authoritative in various quarters on British colonial
nolicies to such an extent that many subsequent
British colonial governors of Nigeria actually based
their colonial policies on certain aspects of this
book. The book has thus come to be regarded in certain
quarters as a source book by some generations of African
and non-African historians of the colonial history. It
will thus be appropriate to begin with this book,

The essence of Lugard's book centres around British
colonial administration in Africa i.e, Indirect Rule,
a svstem he says is essentially British but 'adapted®
to suit particular societies, In Northern Nigeria, the
Emir, he said, was to preside over the 'Native Adminis-

15

tration' © with District Heads under him, with a Native
treasury and Judicial Council to back him up so that he
can have 'absolute' authority over his people, In this
way, Lugard believed that the colonial administrative
system would least tamper with traditional political
and cultural institutions. Over the emirs were to be
the District Officers, Residents, ' Governors and the

Governor General, 1in a system of Indirect Rule.16

1y« Lugard, Lord F. The Dual Mandate in British
Tropical Africa (Tondon, 1922) p. 58 especially
states the "moral obligations" to the subject
races as distinct from the "material obligations.”

15. lp_é:g. pl 200.

16, See Lugard Op Cit pp.94-103, See also Y.B. Usman,
"History, Tradition and Reaction: The Perception
of Nigerian History in the 19th and 20th centuries"
1977, A.B.U, Zaria,
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Where the British found no such structure as
those in the emirates to graft indirect rule upon, as
in the Ibo Society, they created warrant Chiefsj7
In Tivland, the system the British met did not meet
with the: jdeal so district heads were initially
created, and later S5th class and Lth class Chiefs
were appointed.

But the fact remained that the emir, the Warrant
Chief or the District Head no longer hed any ‘authority’
of his own. He had become a colonial 'agent! since the
colonial conquest. It was not tradition that determined
who was appointed chief. Those so appointed could not
control nor dispose of surpluses produced; they had no
final say on land matters{“k no right to an armed force,
nor could they possess guns, except ﬁllegally'. The tax
they could collect was decided by the colonial authori=-

tiegg'

and the monies meant for the Native Treasury, to
be spent according to colonial specifications, and in

line with government budgetary approval on constrﬁction
or maintenance of dispensaries, schools, roads and court
houses etc, They could not legislate, but were allowed

to enforce government legislation, Their salary was

fixed, There was nothing direct about colonial rule. In

17, AE, Afigbo. The Warrant Chiefs: Indirect Rule |
in South-Eastern Nigeria, 1891-193k (Longman} 1973.
This work 1s the most authentic study on the area
up to-date that I am aware of,

48, Lugard Op Cit, p. 208,
19, lkid pp. 231 - 2585,
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fact nowhere could colonial authority exist without
these African auxiliaries, |
There was, however, a reaéon for shifting the
sdministrative burden to reliazble Africans. This
lowered the financial and manpower cost of’empire-
FPolitically, it helped the new order to reach some
measure of accomodation with the eonquered African elite :
whose order was being replaced. By this method too,
the conquerors were able to provide low cost security
for European missionaries, traders and other persons
whe would create the necessary institutions and intras-
tructure for exploiting African resources.20
However, being taken by Lugard's 'Indirect Rule',
most studies on the colonial phase of African history
wasted a lot of energy debating around this concept,
~neglecting the fact that colonialism came not to govern 
25 an end in itself, The debate steered clear of issues
to dwell on the 'Civilizing Mission' and the non-existent
economic advantages to the colonized.21
Lugard however, did not mince words when he stated
in his often guoted passage why Europeans were in Africa:
Let it be admitted at the outset that European
brains, capital, and energy have nof been and
never will be, expgnded in developing the
resources of Africa from motives of pure philan-

thropy; that Europe is in Africa for the mutual
benetit of her own industrial classes, and of

70, See Chinweizu, The West And The Rest of Us., Op Cit,
Po 70n

1, David K. Fieldhouse, The Colonial Empires: A
Comparative Survey from the 18th century, znd ed ™
Macmlllian 1984, . '
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the native races in their progress to a higher
plane; that the benefit can be made reciprocal,

and that it is the aim and desire of civilized
administration to fulfil this dual mandate, 22

The problem as to whether the 'dual mandate'! was fulfilled
at the end of the colonial era has led to two opposed and
differing shades of opinion. On the one hand is the view
which sees colonialism as actually leading to economic
develo&%nt of the colonised areas, The other alternative
view percieves colonialism as the major contributing
factor to the underdevelopement of these areas.23

According to the itirst proposition,

The first impetus for rapid economic
change derived mainly from the colonial
period. The logic, administration and
scientific infrastructure essential for
promoting change likewlse had its
beginning in this era,Zl4

This school of thought represented above 1is happy to
point to the fact that the economic impact of colonia-
lism is to be found in the principle of the market, That
by 1900, independent expansion of the market in Africa
had become impossible because of internal constraints to

growth.zs It took forelgn intervention to resgolve the

imperfections and remove the obstavles to expansion of the

22, Lugard Op Cit p. 617.

23. See Bonat Z.A., "Theoretical And Methodological
Considerations in the Study of Development:
Conceptualizing the Economic Impact of Colonia-
lism - An FEssay in nistography", pp. 1-2.

2Y,. See P, Duignan and L.H. Gann, "Economic Achievements
of the Colonizers: An Assessment"; also quoted in
Bonat Z.A. Op.Cit p.2.

25, Bonat Z.A. Op Cit p.<.



market, This is a position that is shared by Hopkins

and other Vent-for-Surplus theory fellow travellers.ﬁﬁ

Thus to Hopkins» because of the "opan economy"?7
of the colonial era, markets were expanded and produc-
tion stipulated. This generated economic activity,
which in turn generated more goods for exchange,
increased incomes of nations, individuals and governments
which enabled provision of infrastructures and the
institution base for this development.28 Thus the direct
link between the expansion of the market and development,
Hopkins concluded that the colonial economy
ushered in modernity in West Africa, entreprenuer skills
developed; there was substantial growth in provision of
public infrastructure and modern manufacturing sector.

The colonial period was a "dynamic economic phase",

facilitating the evolution of the "modern market economy".

26, See Hopkins A.G., An Economic History of West
Africa, London 1975 vp, L=5., The Vent-For-
Surplus theory was first published by H. Mynt,
"The Classical Theory of international trade
and underdeveloped Countries" in Economic
Journal 68, 1958, There is also Helleiner:
Peasant Agriculture, Government and Economic
Growth In Nigerlia, Yale University, 196b, and
Hogendorn e Vent-for-Surplus Modern and
African Cash Agriculture to 1914", and Nigerian
Groundnut Exports: Origin and early Development,
A.B,U., Press, Zaria, 1978.

?7. Hopkins Op Cit p. 168, The colonial economy was
'open' because it kept raw materials flowing out
and kept the door oven for manufactured imports
to flow in.

?8, Bonat Z.A. Op Cit p.2,




Thus, to Hopkins, growth indices of rising export
volume and imports were equated with development,

The problem with Hopkins as with all the other
Vent=For-Surplus theorists is that he failed to go
bevond the figures and indices to examine colonial
vroduction structures, mode of surplus extraction

and appropriation., To him and the others, therefore,
colonialism equals development,

Cn the other side of the divide are those theore-
ticiens,?? beginning with V.I. Lenin, Paul Baran,
porularized by Theotonio Dos Santos,
Yalter Rodney and Samir Amin. These are those who
hrve decided to view colonialism from the perspective
of political economy and denpendency theories, These
major theoreticians percf;e colonialism as the major
contributor to the underdevelopment of the Third World
Countries through the same process of incorporation
into the world capitalist market and the subsequent
exploitation of the colouies by capitalism through the

30
satnblishment of dependent relrticnships.am

28, V.I. Lenin: Imperialism, The Highest Stage of
Capitalism. Paul Baran, 1he PoI%EIcaI Economy
of Growth, Pelican Books Ltd., Middlesex 1973,

T. Dos Santos, "The Crisis of Development Theory
and the problem of Dependence in Latin America"

in H. Hernstein (ed) Underdevelopment and Develop-
ment. Op Cit. Walter Rodney, How Furope Under-

developéd AfFica., Dar €s Salaam, 1972.

‘1{.\.

The concept 'dependency' h~s been defined by
Theotonio Dos Santos in "The Crisis of Development
Theory...." Op Cit.

2% Bonat Z.A, Op Cit.



Because of exploitation of the colonial world by
Western capitalism, whether Meg¢lantile, Industrial or
Capitalism at the imperialist stage, a situation of
underdevelopment, retarded and perverse growth was
generated, giving rise to underdeveloped or dependent
capitalism in the colonial world.3 |

The general consensus of these radical theoreticians
is their conclusions that the nature of relations of
dependence between the Third World nations and the
metropolitan cavitalist countries will prevent the emergence
of capitalist relations of production of the type thot
Europe and the United States experienced, This will
continue to deenen the relationship of exploitation and
underdevelopment, The logical solution would be to severe
ties, both politically, but especially economically with
Western Capltalism and to construct an alternative system
based on the socialist relations of production,

These are by all means not the only scholars who
have profered explanations on the colonial question and
dependency, However, all other positions that have been
advanced fall on either side of the divide: those who view
the phenomena from the positive perspectives and those who
believe and show dialectically that the only thing good
about colonialism was when it went away, These latter
“have traced the changing character and development of

capitalism throurh its mercantilist, monopoly and

-

32, See here Giovani Arrighi and J.S5, Saul "Class
Formation and Econcmic Development in Tropical
Africa" in H. Bernstein (ed) Op Cit. pp. 290-3.



imperialist stages and concluded that colonialism was
a logical resolution on s temporary basis of the crisis
of capitalism.33 The extension of capitalism in this
form into the Third /orld produced its kind of develop=-
ment that classical and orthodox capitalism ﬂid?;gr ’
Europe and the West, It could only reproduce mmderdevelo
ment. in the peripheriecs, All other theories on the
contrary get stuck with their inability to resolve the
question of poverty in these peripheral nations inspite of
their obvious wealth in bath human and material resources.
It is from this versrective that this research
will view the n2ture, wroning and character of the
colonial rhase in Centr-1 Tivland, Unlike Ade Ajayi,
we < hal) ﬁntﬁ#ﬁgged down by the obvious limitation of
empiricism and concenti~1l deticiency which compelled him
to assert that coloni-lism was a mere 'episode' in
African history which nouct be seen as "not a complete
departure from the ifriesn past but as one episode in
the continuous tlow of ‘frican histnry".jb Colonialism
distorted the people's history with lasting consequences
resulting in the kind of rocial)political and economic

melieu in which we find ourselves today as a nation,

iany position on the ccntrrry is unhistorical and

33, See Wilmot, P,F. In Search of Nationhood: The Theory
And Practice of i2Tionallsm in Africa. Iagos (7979)
pp. 97-99, For a peneral treatise on imperialism,
see also Harry l*2rdoff, Imperialism: From Colonial \re
to the Present, !'»nthly Review Press London, 1973,

3y, Ade Ajayi, "The continvity of Atrican Institutions
under Colonialism", in Ranger T.0. (ed) Emerging
Themes of Africon [istory: Proceedings of the nternz-
tional Congress of ..frican Historians., Dar-es-5alaan
Oct, 1965, Nairobi .. st Africa Publishing House, P.1)",
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undialetical.

An Assessment of Previous Works on the Area,

Although this study's primary concern is with
central Tivland, other works that have been done on
the area, which have as their focus either parts of
Tivland or the whole of Tiv society, and which have
some relevance to my_fﬁééﬁﬁ,will be briefly reviewed
here, It is hoped this essessment will make for a
clearer understanding of what the problem with previous
studies on the Tiv_consist iq" and in the process,
help reinforce‘the need for another look at the
phenomenon of colonialism among a Nigerian people,

Those who have researched on this area are
numerous. They range from colonial administrators
te colonial anthropologists and historians. They
include for our purpose those monographs by the Bohanans,
David Craig Dorwara, Tesem Makar, Justin lorbee Tseayo,
David Doge Gbande and Akiga Saai. These are not the
only researchers available on the Tiv., Others of
relevance will be discussed in due course,

All of the monographs by these writers have
certain limitations that are very basic., One important
such limitation, central to all of them generally, is
that none of these works have attempted to approach the
history of this area from a class perspective. The
point must be quickly made that it is not enough to
understand that classes exists in society and are
products of historical motion, but that these classes

are not fixed, immutable and given entities. Nor is



it enough to assert that tne proletariat, peasantry,
buirgeosie and other classes and strata exists, but
to show their particular historical form, experience
and substance where they do exist, This way, one
would be able to demonstrate the superiority of the

class analysis over the non-class approach,

There is little doubt that by the beginning of
the 20tﬁ century, the Tiv can no longer be treated
#5 a corpora2te, non-class, clan-based tribal society,
assuming a cohesion, unity and uniformity of a

5

nationality.3” Thus any study that does not start

35. Gne is aware of Marx's Polemic but historical
opening sentence in The Communist Manifesto to
the fact that "The history of all hitherto
existing society is the history of class
strugegle,” See Marx, K, VManifesto of The
Communist Party, Progress Publishers, Moscow
1977 edition p.35., One is also aware of
Amilcar Cabral's position on this question
on the development and motion of history on
the basis of classes, His position that in
Pre-class Societies in say Africa, there was
history and that in a possible classless Communist
Society, there will be history, is tenable.
Thus in any of these other societies, then the
motive force of history is the mode of production -
the level of productive forces and the system

of owneiship charicter stic of that grou .
oee amilcar Cabral, Unity and Struggle, PAIGC

Heineman (London 1980) pp.1211-17F,




with an appreciation of the class nature36 of this
society (at whatever level of development) and treat
its history from such an understanding, at least
during the period of colonial rule, is bound to draw
conclusions that are not representative of the real
historical process among the Tiv. And this constitutes
the most foundamental limitation of those studies done
on the Tiv,

Secondly, a good number of these weorks have had
to rely almost exclusively (except Makar and Akiga)
and with apparently little critical appraisal, on
colonial sources, We shall attempt an assessment of
these more closely in terms of their scope, theoretical
perspective and empirical basis; type and use of sources;
major arguments and propesitions and tinally, assess
the significance of these works in relation to Tiv

socliety today,

36. Amilcar Cabral's insight into the emergence of
Classes and their role in society will illuminate
the centrality of these in human development:
"...In the general evolution of mankind and each
of the peoples in the human groups of which it is
composed, classes appear neither as a generalized
and simultaneous phenomenon throughout all these
groups, nor as a finished, perfect, uniform and
spontaneous whole, The formation of clagses is
basically the regult of progressive development
of the productive forces and the way in which
the wealth produced by this group-or usurped by
other groups -~ is distributed. This means the
socio-economic phenomenon, Class arises and
develeops as a function of at least two essential
and interdependent variable: The level of
productive forces and the system of ownership of
the means of production." See Cabral Op Cit
p. 123l



The H3ohanans

Both Laura and Paul Rohanan were American

anthropologists who worked among the Kunav of

the Southern Tivland for a period of 26 months

between 1949 and 1953, They have published

between them either individually or together,

very extensively on the Tiv, -

37

Put together, these works are not only

significant by their sheer numbers, but they have

in certain respects ovredominsted research on Tiv

SOCIEty/politics and economy. However, for our

purpose here, their writings presents some.problems

to gs. This is because th%,tend to have a rather

\}imeless and static numality about them which tended

to imply a state of immutebility in the pre-colonial

phase and even in the colonizal era in which they

lived and wrote,

38

37.

38,

Some of their immortant works for us here
include The Tiv of Central Nigeria, Op Cit,

Tiv Economy, Tlv fnrm and settlement,

{London 19%L ), "The Folitical and hkconomic
Aspects of Land Tenure and Settlement Patterns
Among the Tiv of Central Nigeria" D Phil Thesgis,
Oxford, 1951, _

Dorward says of them Y,,, They came looking
for the 'Real! Tiv, an approach which tended

to impart a timeless ounslity, remote from any
historical context, to their description of

Tiv institutions and society.,.. Theirs was the
"reality" throurh which academics and outsiders
have since come to perceive the Tiv,.." See
Dorward 'D,C, Ethnorraphy And Administration:

A Study of Anglo-Tiv Vorking Misunderstanding"
in J A H, xv, 3 (1974) pp. h?h h78
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This is essentially a problem of methodology as
well as over reliance on informants, for the Bohanans
themselves had arrived in Tivland when the colonial
administration had made important alterations in the
way of life of the Tiv people in the areas of social
and political orgenization aﬁlwell as the economy,
They hardly really observedlgyat was happening around
them, According to Dorward: "This oversight can
possibly be explained by the fact that they (the
Bohanans) never observed traditional Tiv economy, did
not have access to or were unaware of the relevant
documentation and relied heavily on oral evidence,"-~

However, one considers this to be neither the
case of oversight nor a question of ofer-reliance on
oral evidence as such, The fact of the matter is that
the Bohanans. were émploying para?}pgfrand conceptual
frameworks through which they vzg;ed Tiv society and
through which categories they expected every fact of
Tiv social, political and economic 1ii}'§g‘£a11 into
place, If such did not happen, they ;;}e‘quick to
implore critics to employ the "cannons of their pro-

fessiona“ho - i.,e, social anthropology to give a

39, Dorward, D.C., "Pre-colonial Tiv trade and cloth
currency" in International Journal of African
Historical Studies", Vol,9, 1976, P.5089.

4O, See the Review of Bohanan's Justice and Judzement
Among the Tiv., By Arnott, D.W., "Councll and Court
Among the Tiv - Traditional Concepts and Alien
Institutions in a non-Muslem Tribe of Northern

Nigeria" in Journal of African Law Vol,2, 1958,
PP 19"'25-

KASHIM IBRAHIM LIBRARY



critique of their works. In other words, if one

may be allowed to run an analogy, according to the
Bohanan, if you must critisize a system of produc-
tion, say capitalism, you should employ the tenets
of capitalist philosophy and ideology to criticise
that system, Certainly, no appreciable progress
will be made since the limitations of that idelogy
will also define the extent to which such a critique
can go.

Bohanan himself says the’anthropologist is
interested in learning "genealogic rites, techniques,
manners, es.:rl:erica"}'H Thus, they tend t¢ emphasize
the 1ssue of religion and cul‘(:ur't-:-'“'2 as the basis on
which to understand Tiv conceptual system of life,
This 'culture! and 'tradition' they saw as static
and unchanging, Thus,in their book, Tiv Economy,

A
they carry on the task of analysing Tiv tradition and

culture, methods of farming etc, in a colonial situa-
tion as if it was natural and colonialism did not
significantly affect or change their attlitudes and
values,

As a result of their theoretical orientation

and world view, the Bohanans tended to employ western

41.  Bohanan, Paul and Laura Tiw Econamy, Op Cit,
Chapter 1. ‘

L2, See Bohanan, Paul and Laura, The Tiv of
Ceptral Nigeria, Ethrnographic Survey of .
Africa edited by D. Forde, 1953, pp. 61-93.
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yardsticks to regimentalize and compartmentalize

Tiv social, economic and political existence. Thus

in their organization and presentation one finds

£hem constantly dividing chapter headings under such
stereotypes as "History and Traditions of Origin",
7Social Organization and Political S‘t:rw.:kctur'e“h3 etc,
This sort of fragmentation does not make for a
coherent understanding of Tiv society, nor penetrate
their historical reality or even understand the nature
of class forces or mode of production that determined
hist&rical motion,

It was not the Bohanans who attributed the
concepts egalitarianism and statelessnessgh to the Tiv,
but they popularized and lent credence to thege concepts
as much as to mak: no difterence, They insist that
"jt is dengerous for any man to become prominent; he
is immediately the target of mystical and physical
malice, Tiv egalitariasnism is more concerned with
whittling everyone down to the same size than giving

£
everyone the same chance", Lo This type of position

L3. See Bohanan, Laura and Paul, Tiv of Central
Nigeria, Op Cit.

4. Colonial administrative records in the Kaduna
Archives are full of such presumptions,

4S5. The Bohannans; The Tiv of Central Nigeria, Op Cit
p. 31. Also Bohanan Paul, The Political and
Economic Aspect,-Op Cit., p.150,




denies the fact of historical motion leading to

class or group or strata difterentiation in spite
of evidence to the contrary and irrespective of
higtorical transformations and beginnings of class
formation among the Tiv even by the 19th century,
when there was clearly a case of the rulers and
ruled.hé

Apart from the obvious limitations of language
in communication, in understanding the inflectives
of the pecple among whom they worked, the Bohanans
hardly acknowledged their sources of information,
It is therefore not easy or possible to confirm the
stories they relate, especially those concerning
pre~colonial Tiv society.

Finally, in terms of scope, the Bohannans
worked mostly among the Kunav of Southern Tivland,
However, they tended to generalize their findings
to be applicable to all Tiv elsewhere in Tivland.
This tends to obscure a lot of details that are at
variance with other areas in Tiviand.

In thelr book, Tiv Economy, in which the

Bohannans assert that the '"'iv are primarily interes-

ted in land as the spatial dimension of social

416, See Makar, T, Qp Cit pp.192-197, Also Y.B,
Usman “Politicag Economy and Political
Community: The significance of the 19th
century", National Seminar on the National
Question in Nigeria, Abuja, L-9 Augdst, 1986,
F. 17, T




relationships; its impact in any 'property!'
system is secondary", does not reflect Tiv social
realiiy, Tiv attachment to land, as any other
ggriculturists, goes beyond just "social relation-
ships", which only explain and not define the
historicity of their existence. Issues affecting
land go right down to defining their own existence
as a people and as a nationality.

Man's relationship with nature, (1.e. land) and his
application of labour power produces food,
which is central for his survival, before any other
forms of relationships. Other forms of relationships
that emanate from this primary need to survive can
only be secondary in importance. For all production
and relations of production that subsequently emerge
are accountable to man's need to survive, To
exist, man has to eat. This, above everything else,
is primary.

The Bohannans have not been able to go beyond
the Western stereotypes of classifying Tiv agricul=-
tural production as purely of a subsistence natureh7
even in the face of the compelling evidence of Tiv
commodity production for the colonial market of such

L8

crops as shea nuts and ivory before 1906 and

li7. Bohannan, Paul and Laura, Tiv Farm and
Settlement, London 1954; Bohannan, Paul and

Laura, Tiv Economy, Paul Bohannan, 'The Impact
of money on an African subsistence Economy'.
Journal of Economic History XIX (1959) L51-503,

L8. Dorward D.C. ®An Unknown Nigerian Export®, Tiv
Benniseed Production, 1900-1960" (London 197%)

pau33-




' 49
benniseed from 1908  while production of soya beans

0
started from about 19&7.5'5_

For the Bohannans to have refused to acknowledge,
this important development is to deny the increasing )
commoditization of the Tiv economy and the overriding.
reliance that came to be placed on money} which develop-
ment further defined a new set of soclal relations of
production leading tec class differentiation, Thus
. to deﬁy accomoditization is in keeping with their ideal
} of the Tiv. Even in places where they made reference
to the production of benniseed, they saw it more in
terms of planting "only enough benniseed to pay tax".51

‘In their use of Tiv concepts, the Bohannans are
sometimes inexact., In hig treatise on food which
translates for him as Yiagh in Tiv, Bohannan in his
Doctorate Thesis  over stretches his comprehension
for what the Tiv concleve of as Yiagh, To him, "ylagh
usually translates as foodstuff or food crops, though
it also covers the more basic notion: 'tha food aspect
of subsistence'. Yiagh can be applied to food in the
belly, food in the pot, food in the granary (or the
granary itself), to food growing on the farm (or to
farm itself) or to land which is lying fallow.," Tiv
49. Ibid,

50, Ibid. P.4h9,

54. Bohannan, Paul L., Tiv Econcmy, Op Cit., P,62.

52, Bohannan, Paul "The Political and Eccnomic Aspects
of Land Tenure and Settlement Patterns Among the
Tiv of Central Nigeria", D, Phil, Thesis, Oxford,
June, 1951. P,73. }




word for granary is Wuna, where Yiagh is stored.

Fallow land (ihyande) and Farm (Sule) have concepts
that define them as distinct from yiagh,

Bohannan's 'deep' knowledge of Tiv language is
guestioned when he uses the anomalous plurals utar
and ashieda in place of the regular ityar and ushieda
(territories and witnesaes).s3 Also the use of vowels
at the beginning of the common mba prefix, implied by
the use of phrases like "an Mbaduku girl", "an Mbagishi
man" is surprising, These mistakes may not be founda=-
mental since they do not claim to be linguists, but
it does reffect the level of which their limited
understanding of certain concepts could impair the
final out-come and conclusions of their studies on

L]

the Tiv.

David Craig Dorward.

Dorward's thesis on the Tiv, A Political and

ol
Social History of the Tiv People... is of important

significance for this research. He has also published
five?® articles of direct bearing on the Tiv. Although

53, Bohannan, Paul, Justice and Judgement, Op Cit
pp. 2 and 34,

S4+ Dorward, D.C. A Political And Social History of

the Tiv People of Northern Nigeria 1900-1039,
Unp. Ph.D. London, %@71.

5+ Dorward, D.C. "The Subjugation and Penetration of
Tivliand 187L-1908", (1960), "The Development of
British Colonial Administration Among the Tiv 1900~
1949" (1969), "Ethnography and Administration: A
Study of Anglo-Tiv Working Misunderstanding" (197L4).
"An Unknown Nigerian Export: Tiv Benniseed Produc-
tion, 1900-1960" (1975). "Pre-Colonial Tiv Trade
and Cloth Currency" (1976).
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Dorward shares some of the limitations with the
Bohannans, he is a historian and therefore discipli-
nary approach cannot constitute a limitation for him.
He has made important contributions especially in
the area of p?gqing some of the colonial administra-
tors! privéte and public stands on issues of public
policy that concerned the Tiv, some of whom he
personally interviewed.56 o,

One of Dorward's 1mportént limitations consist
in his choice of sources and the use of some of those
sources. In chapter V of his dissertation, Dorward
admits that the main source of information for his
- investigations on the Tiv consists mostly of inter=-
views with colonial administrators and the use of
other colonial sources, written or otherwise, This
is certainly of important significance for his findings
upon which he baseé hls general conclusions.

Golng by his choice of and use of sources,. Dorward
writes more on the relationships between the colonial
administration and the Tiv from the view polnt of the
administration, His thesis is thus very rich on the :
attitudes, impressions and conceptions of the colonial

administrators and individual actors including the

blases that informed their actions. Such a study will

56, An example is W.A. Malherbe, whom Dorward
interviewed in Pretoria in 1973, See Dorward,
Wpre-Colonial Tiv Trade and Cloth Currency"in

The International Journal of African Historical ~. H
Studies IX L{197 . “foot note 3, v

y

Iy



certainly not penetrate to any meaningful depth
the social and political hiséory of the Tiv from
whose point of view Dorward ostensibly set out to
write,

Chapter IV of the thesis paid especially close
attention to the colonial administrators who worked
among the Tiv during tue early period of occupation,
However, one finds little that is said about the
usual violence that accompanied colonial occupation

of Tiv territoriea.S?

Rather, Dorward is at pains
to play up the efforts these occupying authorities
made to avoid violence,

In fact, Dorward insist358 that "opening up" of
Tivland embarked upon by Gordon under Ruxton in 191059
consisted in a walk across Tivland. Further, that
Ruxton was against levying of taxes on the Tiv because
they had no tradition of taxation and payment of
tribute, That this should wait until the benefits
of colonial roads, justice, open markets and greatly

60
increased trade hzd been felt, In effect,

57« =, Maqu has so detailly documented this fact
in his "A History of Political Change among the
Tiv in the 19th and 20th centuries.,” Unp. Ph.D.
A.B.U., Zaria, 1975 P.

58.  porward, D.C. A Political and Social History.
Op Cit. p.15L.

59, We do not accept that the Tiv,2t least those of
Central Tivland had been "subjugated" in 1910,
The year 1912 is much more apprepriate, See 1,6,
Gunn, Mbakor Clan SNP 17/3 27931 N A K.

60« porward D.C. "British Celonial Administration...”
Op Cit, P,321,




taxation should not be levied on the Tiv until
the effect of Pax Britannica® ' had been felt by the
pecople,

This kind of position obscures the real inten=-
tion of colonialism and reharshes it in terms of the
age old stereo-type of a civilizing mission. This is
of course false, as subsequent developments have shown.
The attempt to focus on these individual actors in the
colonial set up to the almost total exclusion of an
appreciation of the overriding interest of colonial
capitalism tend to reduce the whole phenomenon to a
aquestion of the personal qualities and indispositions
of these individual actors. Thus, the illogical
conclusion that if there were good actors, colonialism
itself was a rewarding and worthwile experience for the
colonized,

In his "An Unknown Nigerian Export" Dorward
has traced the development of two important cash crops
in Tiv economy, He attempts to show the resourceful-
ness of the Tiv in modern market conditions and his
adaptability to such market conditions, However,
what he has also by implication brought out is the
nature of the colonial tax policy that in the final
analysis dictated for the Tiv which crop to produce

for export and at the expense of food production.

61. See R.M. Downes Tiy Religion, Ibadan University
Press, 1971, P.5.




When famine occured, the colonial administration was
guick to point out that the Ibo influx into Tivland
and their exportation of food crops was responsible

for the scarcity. 62

Dorward's over reliance on
colonial sources blinded his analysis to this very
obvious historical fact,

Dorward also characteristically attributes the
reasons for the abolition of exchange Marriage, not
to the need to open avenues in which the Tiv will be
compelled to generate more revenue by increased produce
tion for colonial capitalism, but ostensibly to pay
bride price, This by implication will alse raise the
tax ratés as well as increase gash crop production for
export., Dorward ignores this understanding but instead
reasons that abolition of exchange marriage was demanded
by younger generation of Tiv who, having earned enough
money, were demanding for independence from the tyranny

of elders who controlled women, 63 But Dorward was aware

that the elders, through their control of family labour,

controlled most of the proceeds and surpluses after tax,

62. Dorward, D.C. An Unknown Nigerian Export. Op Cit
p. 4ily, Also Monk, Annual Report, Benue Province
1926 NAK SNP K 106 VoI. TIT. Such however, was
not the only incident of such wanton colonial
disregard for domestic needs of the pecple, For
instance, in 1941y, Tiv farmers in the Chilli growing
areag were denied the logical economic decision to
grow chillies which pald more in the domestic market
when colonlal agricultural officers deliberately
withheld the seed and forced them to produce Benniseed,
See Dorward Op Cit. p. Li8.

63. 1bid, p.451. : i



So following his logic, they should be the ones to
demand for abolitinn of exchange marriage if the
issue rested on the guestion of new found wealth!
Dorward clearly side~tracks the issue. For there
was more to the issue of exchange marriage in terms
of the social contrel by the elders, a strong hold
the coionial administration aimed at breaking.
Finally, although Dorward has shown the extent
to which local agents of British trading companies
cooperated with the local agents of British colonial
government, he has failed to link the system of
production for a capitalist market which aimed at
repartriating the profit outside Tivland to where
the linkages worked in favour of the metropoles,
The statistics on price 1evé1; he sl'lc:w_n.vs'&L indicate
that although the Tiv were the producers, it was
British colonial capitalism that benetited, thus
laying the foundation for an underdeveloped economy.bs
One is here inclined to agree with the Bohannans that
the Tiv only produced to pay:taxes,b6 8o that they
could be left in peace. However, it was not possible
to leave them alone, Not only was their social and

political organization tampered with, they were now

6y, Ibid. p.ly.

65. In this regard, Dorward belongs tc the vent~for-
surplus theorists among whom are to be tound h
A.G, Hopkins, An Economic History of West Africa
(London, 1973) Polly Hill, The Migrant Cnhcea
Farmers of Southern Ghana (Cambridge 1963) G.K.
Helleiner, Peasant Agriculture and Econemic Urowth
in Nigeria (Homewoocd, 1566},

66. Bohannan Laura and Paul, Tiv Economy, Op Cit. p.62.



- The guthor's arguements:aﬁpear to fault colonial
rule solely on the basis of the fact that it had initia-
lly failed to cbrrectly identify and share power with “
the 'legitimate' leaders of the land - the elders. It
is‘thisvlimitadqi perception on the theoretical concep=
tion of colonial capitalism which led the author to
breath a sigh of relief prematurely when in the 1940s -
after a series of 'reorganizations', the so~called
legitimate leaders were fished out and power supposedly
shared with them, >

Part three of the thesis treats the establishment
of British rule in Tivliand, Here the author's centre
thrust is that the creation of rew administrative units
wvhich were not a logical sequence of developments among
the Tiv served to damage traditional cohesion and dis-
locate traditional politfcal structures,

Part four 1s a treatlse on Western education,
christianity and modern politics. The conclusion is
that a combination of these three institutions completed
the dislocation process of the traditional society and
allowed disaster to be visted on the people when the

elders, now alienated from their people in the wake of

the new authority structures created by colonialism,

became increasingly incapable of holding society in check

70. See Makar Op Cit. pp. 343-395. On p.366, Makar
insists thag "As far as the Tiv were concerned,

" . the Ibwnes Scheme was a partial return tq the
traditional order of thf%gs and definitéiy he

people would not have rebelled against it",
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the way they understood how. This position, it is

reinstated in the epilogue, took expression in the.

form of the Nande Nande (Burning) crisim of 1960

and the. Atemityo of 1964 to conclude the disserta-
tlom. 4 b
Certain positions of the.thesis border onlt
unscientific understanding of the cclonial question;_
Colonialism, whether by the French, Belgians or
British, scught and to a very large extent, succeeded
in destroying 'tradition', For caplitallsm, it is
often forgotten, is an enemy of tradition.71' What
- purvived after more than half a century of colonial
| rule in Tivland, as elsewhere, was the form which was
in any case articulated with imperlalist institutions
of domination:.?2 So the first thing is that when
making reference to 'traditlon', a concept that
featured rather repeatedly in the work, one has to
be more precise which tradition}reference is being
made to,so as to avoid falling into the mistake of
talking tradition to be unchanging and static. This

is unhistorical. o

71. Usman, Y.B. "History, Tradition and Reaction:
The Perception of Nigerian History in the
19th and 20th centuries". Zaria., 1977,

72. Usman, Y.B. "Political Economy and Political
Community: The Significance of The 19th
Century." Paper presented at the National
Seminar on The National Question in Nigeria.
held at Abuja, 4-9 August, 1986,

_t
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It is the position of the author that the lack

of understanding of Tiv religion and its significance
on the part of the British colonial administration

led them to make bad administrative mistakes.73

This may well have been the case, but what is at the
centre of this apparent lack of understanding was not
the religion itself, The colonial administrators

could only be expected to 'understand' Tiv religious
beliefs in so far as this understanding facilitated

the real{xation of the objectives of colonialism, But
where these beliefs were inimical to the reslization

of these goals for a colonial society and economy, then
one can hardly make a point for the colonizers through
an unwitting insistence that they did not 'understand’,
For to explain this development in terms of the British
lack of understanding of the tenets of Tiv religion and
therefore, the nature of society would be to miss the
points, For the mere fact that after the 1930s, the
British had an already apparently smoother administra-
tion in Tivland (not that crises were eliminated)7h
cannot be attributed to their better understanding of
the workings of Tiv Society, an ignorance of which most

colonial administrators and writers on the Tiv exhibited

73. Makar Op Cit, F,.331,

74. There occurred certain crises and social upheavels
that took rather expressive form, The Haakaa or
Namakaa Movements, the Nyambuan, the Nande-lande
etc. All these were maJor polltical expressions
and reactions of Tiv to the colonial situation,

We shall consider them later on,
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but to the fact that mostqof fhéuimportant -Iai
structures of the traditional economy and the |
superstructure, had been, dislocated or rendered
irrelevant in the face of the forceful rendition of
the capitalist mode of proa&ction. The introduction
of a money économy, abolition of the exchange
marriage and the effects of colonial education,
facilitated by the onslaught of the bhristian
religion, are some of the features of colonialism
that served to abolish tradition and institutiona-
lisedcapitalist relations, and in the process;;

gave rise to new clagsses with differing interests,

H

Justin Iorbee Tseayo.

| 75
Tseayo's Conflict and Incorporation - 1is a

valueble work on the Tiv for this period (1912-1960)
He looks at the issue of integration of the Tiv intok
the larger Nigerian soclety and the problem it createdZ
after independernce, as having roots in the colonial

past, He also identified the problem with the

“nature of shared rewards, and sees the central bone

of contention in the sense of the emirate North
versus the minorlity polities, He also explains the
violence in Tivland in the 19603 in the rejection
of the 'emirate North' by these polities.

75. Tseayo, J.I. The book, Conflict And Incorpora-
" tion 1s actually his reworked Ph.D, Thesls,




This last position however, is not clear, The
author has by this explanation precluded any other
explanation for the violence, The fact that the
violence in Tivland could have been lent expression
by the subordinate relationship which existed between
the Tiv nationality and the northern emirate through
the derogatory actions of the colonial administrators
is plausable, However it will be stretching the
arguement too far if the tension that built up leading
to the outbreak of the violence itself is also explained
in this vein,

Such frame of analysis denies the issue of
centrality of internal factors explaining the forces
of change, or at best aﬁcribe: to it a minor role.
This follows the Dent's tradition of explaining away

the problems of Tivland from the perspective of minority

majority politics,70

thus steering the debate clear
of identifying the internal dynamics of and the
emerging class forces in Tivland with differing and
contradictory political and economic interests, which
defined a new set of values in society.

An understanding of the Tiv crisis of 1960 and
196l has to be rooted first in the development of strong

interest groups and class forces, with its subsequent

76+  Dpent, M.J. "U.M.B,C. A Minority Party" in J.P,
Mackintosh, Nigerian Government and Politics,
London 1966.




antagonisms, It is situated within this framework
that an adequate explanation can be made for the

role petty-bourgenis Party Politics played and the
extent and level of external influence which aggra-
vated this Schism. Such an explanation will be more
scientifically founded should one observe that
although the hightening of tension was an intra-class
thing in origin, the actual violence of burning and
looting took place mostly among the rural peasants
and the urban Lumpen.77

Important here too is the fact that one cannot
gloss lightly over the decisive role of colonial
disunity in promoting ethnicity as one of the problems
of 'independent' Nigeria,

Once the issue becomes clear that the Tiv society
had developed beyond the poiht of 'tribes', of 'us'
versus 'them', of 'corporate' Tiv body as against a
'corporate' emirate system, in times when clear
interest groups had emerged, even if not yet in concrete
terms of a "class for itself", at least of a "class in

itself“,78 then one finds problems with T8eayo's

77.  These Makar calls the vagabonds Op Cit p.535,
the dispossessed p.531 and motor Eoufs and
beranda (petty traders) who were restless and
heavy drinkers who "made prostitution to prosper"

P. 533-

78, Mao Tsetung, Five Essays on Fhilosophy, Foreign
Languages Press, Peking, First eaItEon. 1977

pp. 9 and 10,



conclusions,

Tseayo's other important limitation consists
in hls source, One undersiands that the source
materials available to the researcher, and the
| interpretation he gives to these, determines thé
perspective of the study undertaken., A close study |
of Tseayo's sources, especially the oral interviews, .
reveals the author's bhias (to the almost total
exclusion of the majority of fhe rural poor) in
favour of the political eliges and the Native
Authority administrators and bureaucrats. The rest
of the people, mostly peasants whose general patternm
of behaviour a sociological enguiry is undertakdn to
fashion out a theory on integration in a peolitical
process, 1s largely ignored or not acknowledged,

The implications for the strength and the
conclusions reached on the basis of such a theory is
obvious, Those category of Tiv people the author
interviewed belonged mostly to the privileged emergent
class of bureaucrats and politicians who had either
been nominated or elected into the regional or Federal
Houses of Representative between 1951 through to 1966,
Undoubtedly, these constituted the oplnion leaders and
influential groups in urban society. However, to
ignore the rural peasants, among whom the momentous
events took place, and whose action determined the

direction of such events and changes as there were,
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and who were themselves influenced by these changes,

is hardly creditable of a scientific enquiry. The
study therefore smacks of class blas, even as Tseayo

supposedly pledges a non-class approach,

David Dogo Gbande.

Gbande's work79 is of direct bearing on the
period of this research, the only difference being
that his focus is on a subject other than a class
analysis of the historical process in the lower Benue
Valley area, He attempts some explanation of the
relations between the Jukun and Tiv nationalities
before and during colonial rule, His major weakness
however, is his application of the vent-for-surplus
theory to the underdevelopment of the region even
though this theory is supposed to support development
and not the contrary. This theoretical misapplication
Gbande is apparently not aware of ., However, by
applying it either consciously or unconsciously, Gbande
denies that development does not occur at the level of
exchange, but at the level of production and the
attendant relations of production of such a mode of

production,

79, Gbande, D.D. "Trade and Settlement in the Middle
. Begue Basin: 1850-1960". M.A. Thesis, Zaria
1962,
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The work thus fails to appreciate the fact
that the material base of society in the final

analysis determines the nature of the super
structure, including the nature of the state and
the ideological sphere. That at the root of social
progress is humanity’'s inheréﬁt need for the repro=-
duction of 1ife and the production of the means to
sustain that life, These two basic elements of
relationship constitutes the foundation of all
societies at all times.so 'Trade and Settlement'
as such cannot but be an expression of the level of
production and the all important question of who
controls the surpluses that is generated, This work
therefore fails to address the central issue of the
history of the area under colonialism thus failing
to lay the basis for an understanding of these
processes after colonial independence.

Gbande's faulty yardstick of analysis leads
him to some unhistorical conclusions, For inatance}
his position that it was the "meagre capital inherent
in self=~gufficient food producing societies coupled
with lack of exposure to the outside world which
accounted for the absence or slow spread of markets

in Tivland“.81 And that this exposure was to "wait

80. Usman, Y.B, "Political Economy”, Op Cit
P.'-11.

81«  Gbande, D.D. Op Cit p. L7.

KASHIM 1BRAHm LIBKARY



Apparently, in his bid to come up with an
acceptable thesis on the contributions of colonia-
lism to the upliftment of the region, Gbande finds
it necessary to paeint a picture of the pious,
disinterested mediator role of the civilization
bearing colonial system, However, the very fact
of the colonial conquest itself, both in Tivland
and elsewhere, does not support a thesis that the
British had peaceful intentions.

To forcefully require a people to pay allegiance
to a foreign Queen, loose their soverignty, pay taxes .
and tribute, a tradition even colonnial administrators
agree was alien to the Tiv; to be subjected to alien
laws and to decisively change apeoPle!sway of life is
in itself, an act of violence.b Moreover, the
violence visited upon the Tiv by British imperialism
has been documented in various!works including those
of Makar and Obaro Ikime.87 One is therefore
inclined to conclude that Gbande has not located the
level at which the debate on colonialism has been
scientifically articulated,

Finally, one finds it intriguing that after

showing that the Tiv had cohabited with their neighbours

664 See Franz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth,
Penguin Books, (Great Britain) 1963, pp. 27/=75,

87.
T. Makar, Op Cit., pp. 203-270. Obaro Ilkime,
The Fall of Nigeria: The British Conquest.

Lp Cit.:
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and that trade in pre-colonial Middle Benue was

flourishing, giving rise to mutual cultural inter-
course, Gbande could in the same'breath, give the

impression of a chaotic and hostile atmocsphere

among those peoples and imply that only ‘colonial

peace' could restore stability and thereby make
88 |

for marked economic progress. This amounts

to a case of extensive reliance, without a ceritical

.
I

assessment, on colonial sources, . .= . '

Akiga Saai. . ; S : !.r :

Rupert East edited Akliga's manuscript in 1939
and captioned it Akiga's Story., This is an important

source book for the Tiv in the era before and during
colonial rule, The original manuscript was written
in Tiv Language which East not only edited but
translated, a itranslation that has been mauled by
East's repeated tampering with or omissions,.
ostensibly to satlsfy his European audience, He

says in his introduction to the Story:

"The extracts which have been translated
and reproduced in this book form only

8 halfl of the original manuscript, They
have been chosen not so much for their
intrinsic merit as for gheir general
interest to Europeans". 9

feleld Gbande, Op Cit. pp. 165-171,

89, Rupert East, Akipga's Story:- The 1iv_tribe
as seen by one of 1ts members, Oxford,
(London) 1939, p.7. _

v



Mention must be made here too of the fact
that whereas Akiga made no secret about his inten-
tion to write the history of his people, East has
derrogatorily tagged the work, after mauling it, as
'Akiga's Story'. Thus, implying that Akiga could
have been writing anything efcept history. To quote

D. Westerman who wrote the preface to the book:

Akiga set out to write the history of the
Tiv, He has not succeeded in this, because
the Tiv, like most African tribes, have no
history in our sense of the word",

At the level of substance too, Akiga's history
of the Tiv contain some important limitations, He
himself had a strong christian influence on his
world view, which view in turn influenced his percep-
tion of Tiv society of the time of his writing. He
generally saw salvation in Church missioneries
(D.,R.C,M,) and by implication, colonial rule. He
was thus prone to extolling colonial virtues where
non éxisted.

Akiga's work, however, still remains the most
important source book on the Tiv, especially since
he says his research - took over twenty years
of collecting oral information.91 Part of his
research scope has been based generally on how the

people viewed colonialism in the face of the momentous

90. Ibid. p.6.
91. Ibid. p.2.






