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ABSTRACT

This project on the 'Economic Policy and Development of West Africa State
during Colonial Era", tried to analyze the nature of the colonial economic
policies. The various policies used by the three major European powers that

colonized the West African region were highlighted.

The various differences in the economic policies tha

exposed the original intention of the colonial masters, no matter how good
the policy looked as exploitative. To exploit the many resources of the West
African people and export such to their European Nations. The paper also
emphasized on the role of the 1930 economic slump with a world wide
depression, which forced the European powers to change their policies to
better the West African States. This change brought in the 'Rapid

Industrialization Programme' which brought a lot of gain into the West African

States.
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CHAPTER ONE

10 INfRODUCTION | |

Trend in government policy planning and industrial developrﬁent of West

African states during colonial era was based on economic motives. As far back

as thé fifteenth century, after the parfition of Africa, Britain, France, Portugal
| and Germany appropriated the entire West African territories as colonies.

 Economic considerations contihued..to' guide European policiés in their

" relations with the West African countries.

-~ While .the European powers pursued différent administrative and native
policies, they by and large pursued the same policies in the economic and
: social field. They were also anxious to increase the supply of foodstuff and

: raw maferials for their dwn overseas trade and thereby increase the

opportunities for employment in their countries. Coupled with this was also

" the desire to increase the supply of food and raw materials for their

. industries,

The economic philosophy of. the Eurcpean nations until the early part of this
| century was that “colonies were acquired for the benefit of the mother
cQuntrles, colonial people must therefore produce what the mother country
; needs aﬁd at cheapér rates. By reserving the products of the colonies for
themselves, the colonial master could obtain them at cheaper price than the

market prices. Again, “colonies were aiso considered as dumping ground for

products manufactured in foreign countries.”!



Another policy thely adthed that had dangerous effect on the Anglophone
and francophone West African countries were that the imperial countries
believed and enforced the theory which stipulated that colonies must be self-
sﬁpporting. That they must provide agricultural products in return. Thus, this
- colonial pact worked in favour of the imperialist and limited the market to

which the colonies could trade. The colonies were forced to dance to the

economic tune of their masters.

Wﬁilé the colonial master continued to exploit the resources of the colonies,
they gave no thought to the industrialization or other profitable economic
scheme for the colonies. All they did was to encourage the colonies to
develop exbort crops like palm oil, groundnut, cocoa, coffee, rubber, cotton
e.t.c. Southern Nigerian and Dahomey remained as at nineteenth century, the
leading exporters of palm oil. Groundnut also became the majdr export crops
of Senegal and of the Northern Nigeria when the rallways a'éached there.
Ivory Coast became the main coffee exporters in West Africa. Ghana, Ivory
: toast and Nigeria were famous for exporting large quantitiesl of cocoa to

~ foreign countries. The Eurcpean government made the Africans to sell the

- crops to them at their own established price like was earlier stated.

- In order to facilitate the exploitation of resources, the colcnial authorities
provided uniform currencies, roads and raitways for their easy transportation
of cash crops and minerals. Since the colonies were expected to provide the
monies for their up keep and development, the colonial authorities used the

revenue from the colonies for their development. Again since revengeywas not
KASK IDIARIN LA
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much after they had sent most of it to their mother countries, the colonies
~ could not raise much for development, Thus there was no construction of
railways and roads especially for those West African countries that did not
- have much cash crops produced from their area and tax customs duties to
generate enough revenue. There was therefore just enough funds available

for their economic exploitation, rather than economic development in West

African states

1.1. STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM

This paper will establish the fact that the government policies in economic,
sacial life and politics that were adopted during the colonial .era were not in
the interest of the West African states at all. Instead, the cclonial masters
used the opportunities to create markets for their home countries. They also
used any iittle development that were socially observed strictly for the
pleasures of their own people, expatriates were imported into the West
African region from their home countries and were given the best of
treatment. They actually came to trade and {o enlarge their commercial
routes, using any visible developmental comfort that was then seen for their
relaxation. Politically they also made the colonies subject of her fmajesty their
queen, using the authority of the leadership of their kingdom to dominate the
indigenes of the colonies, coilect taxes, dictate limits and above all subject the
African indigenes with the colonial mentality to reason like the white man
instead of reasoning like West Africans. ‘the colonial Master condemned

everything “black” and forced Africans to the mentality that only what is




“white is good”, it v§i|l also establish the fact that “T.hey enslaved the colonies
rhehta!ly, socially , politically and also physically carried out the ugly trade of
slave trade in the West African region having intimidated and clouded the
minds of the leaders by imposing their self appointed warrant Ieaders over
" the people to make them willing to surrender their strong men to them, to be
exported down to their industries, whose enlarged market were created
through their exploitations of the African regions wealth back to their home
_countries abroad.? The political implication of this inhuman act of the colonial

" masters to the people of the West African regions would be established in this

| write up.

1.2 AIMS AND OBIJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
The objective of the study generally, is to examine the impact of the colonial

~rule, economic policy and development of the West African region during the

Colonial era. Specifically, the thesis is aimed at:

a. Examining the trends in colonial economic policies in West African
states.
b. Evaluating the position of the West African states where they

colonized, tracing their achievement in the colonized areas and the

different policies that were used.

C. Discussing the industrial development of West African States and

the reasons for the slow industrial development by the colonial

government.



Analyzing the measures taken by the colonial government of West
African states. Later on, to stimulate industrial growth.
Outlining the gains of West African states on the new policy of rapid

industrialization, which the European later embarked ipon.

1.3 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The study is important because at the end of this:

(# ™

1.4

The reasons behind the coming of the colonial masters into the
West African regions would be understood by all.

The reasons behind the economic policies they embarked upon
earlier would also be known.

The reasons for their slow industrial development would be clearly
seen.

The reasons for the change they embarked upon to cause rapid
industrialization would also be exposed.

The gains of the colonies and the European due to the rapid

industrialization process would be enumerated.

HYPOTHESIS OF THE STUDY

The following sets of hypothesis are advanced as pilot for the study;

d.

Colonial economic policy was aimed at increasing the colonial

masters market.

During the colonial era, only the policies that favoured the

Europeans were embarked upon.



t

o The color.l.ial masters in Wést African regicn, nc m.atter their
éébnomic policies, all were aimed at intimidating, manipulating and

- dominating the Africans whom they colonized.
d. The Europeans especially in the Anglophone west African regions

made the Africans play second fiddles to them.

e. The Europeans in the West African States changed their slow
industrial development style to a rapid industrialization programme

because of the economic depression slumps of 1930's.

1.5 METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

Secondary data were employed in this thesis. These were data gathered from
secbndary sources of written and printed materials from the archives, library,
media reports and publications. Official Gazette on the problem under study, .

. academic publications and MIAD lecture notes were also used.

All the raw information gathering from the secondary sources were brought
together and analyzed. The method of analysis employed here is the content
‘and qualitative method of social science research. Conclusions were |

empirically drawn through the general rules of deductions ... from general to

speciftc,

1.6 SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
The thesis examined the economic policy and industrial development of the
West African states during the colonial era. It is important 10 note that the

colonial era lasted for over 50 years. But this study will concentrate on the




last 10 years of colonial rUIe in the West African regions dating from 1946 —

1956. Though much is expected from this, but time constraints had influenced

the general cut come.

1.7 ORGANISATION OF THE STUDY

The first chapter discusses in an introductory manner the trends in
government economic policies in West African states, analyzing the main
~ economic and social policies they pursued and a brief mentioning of the

I
. colonial pact and its effect on economic development in West African states.

. The secoﬁd chabter makes refefence to books, papers and pubiicatibns on the
subject matter and it is titled “literature review”. The third chapter presents
the data in such depth tha_t the effects of the 1930's economic depression in
- the whole world had. on their éoionies were exposed with its Qains. The fourth -
 chapter analyzed the reason for slow industrial development in West African |
- states and later on the measures that were taken on, to stimulate industrial
" _' gréwth. And the fifth chapter finally analyzes the gains of West African on a

policy of rapid industrialization, summary, conclusions and suggestions that

were made.
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NOTES:

L. Economic History of West African States by Boluwaj Olaniyan page

201.

2. A newsletter on African History and Economic Policies during

Colonial Era by Felix Odunze page 20 Volume II.
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CHAPTER TWO

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

In the book West African under colonial rule written by M. Crowder 1968 a
complete review of the colomal economic policy and development during
colonial era was simply revealed as “a period when the white man carried the
African burdens”.! The white man treated the Africans as children for whom
European powers came for as quardians. Their approaches and their

economic policies varied from one place to another.

West African regions were sixteen in number. These sixteen West African
States were shared between the three European countries namely France,
Britain and Portugal. France had ten the highest, followed by Brizain with four
and Portugal two. Each group used different policies in their approaches to
their own colonies. They believed strongly that the imposition pf European
rule over the African was of unquestionable benefit to the Africans. They

claimed that they were doing the Africans favour to colonize them. These

attitudes informed their policy pattern greatly.

The British used a political policy approach called indirect rule system. This is
a method of governing the people indirectly through having a strong control
over the local rulers. Economically, they put all their colonies to work for
them, disengaged them from their previous primary assignment, put them to
areas of work that will favour British government. They ensured that the
British men were placed as heads of districts on each of the colonies and the

traditional heads or rulers who were the rural leaders of the people, report to




o,

these district headsl who were tbtally in cﬁarge. The rurél Ieadérs made their
| ;;edplé 'to. p}dduce cash crops, these were purchased by the European_at
| ,__cheap prices__ and sent straight to the industrics in their home land for their
enriéhmerﬂt ahd ..rnén.ut."ac.turing of finished products, majority of'lwhich were
also sent back to be bought at high prices by the West African people.
Whatever gains that were made after these transadibné were th.en' u.sed for
building and construction of roads, bridges or cther facilities of development.
_ Since_ _such_g.rains were little the effect of what could be achieved were usually

little or .nothi'ng af ail'éspécially in those regions were cash crops could not be

grown.

In a j&urﬁal Written'by.Stephenson in 1932 he condemned the British rule, He
said the British intimidated their colonies the most. Unlike its European
counterparts of the French and Port.uguese wlho wére nﬁoré human in their
economic policy and development, he stated that the methoci used by the
French was called ‘Assimilation policy’, whereby, all the deve!opmént done c;n
the. co1oniés wéré spon'sored and supported straight from France. The people
.in their colonies were educated and trained as French men with lots of
development for their roads, railways, Schod.‘s, hospitals and other facilities
 built and meant for everybody to enjoy irrespective of being white or black in
the coionies.z In short, he said that the aims of the French colonial masters
”w‘as to mak.el the “African colonized peoples, Frenchmen”. He said that the
same was of the policy of the Portuguese, but he claimed that the
Portuguese treated their colonies even much bett.er than tH(r French. The

Po'rtug'uese used a political policy of asscciation, where-by, the home country

10



-_ developed the colonies much more better, .and also alloned the .inc.ligenes of
th.eir Cbioniés, .to bé in cantral of power but to report to the Portuguese
'. - government regularly.’ Stephenson claimed that the cliffe_rent policies used by
these groups of Europeans in West African regiohs made different results to
be achieved in each area. Some, became more loyal to the Europe?u.__,"r
| governmgnt_, while some where not. Some started earlier than others to ha?i}e f
) Inafionalisﬁic ideas'.and formed nationalistic movements especially tlrl.1e ‘{
~ Anglophone regicns of African colonized by Britain._ Any development in te{ms )
of education witnessed in the West Africah. Anglophohe region, during this }
¢olonial period, was only from the missionaries- who came in during the ..
| : c_olor}ial era. They of course benefited also from the presence of colonial
rr.l..as.térs m terrﬁs of security. They were the group that brought in educational
presence into our colonies then. _Thg Anglophone colonial masters did not
train anyone, only the missionaries brought in the ihitial education that was

4
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Webster's book on cconomic history of West African did explain that the -
B dif'f'er"e'nt EUropean groups treated Africans from the way they viewed them. i B"‘"
He said that the European sincerely believed that African was "a dark L.
continent. ahdl that they erre bringingl the first light of ci\}ilization o a !&

benighted, lost and primitive barbarity”." Thus French textbooks on Afri(_:an

| history even till date still believed that, France occupation of West African 1Nas

.achfé'ved at the cost of rﬁany French men's lives, and that such sacrifices they
said, was an unqualified blessing for the Africans. While the British in @ more

characteristics reserve, were not so outspoken in praise of themselves. The
' o w - JRARR]
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attitude of the average British administrator was that the Africans were more

than fortunate to be placed under his benight rule. These idees still linger on

till today.

The nature of colonial development according to Boluwaji Olan yan is his book
Economic History of West African states, “that the first 3ritish colonial
development and welfare act in 1929 was merely for the cevelopment of
some specific areas for agricultural purposes, unfortunatel/ most of the
agricultural projects failed because too much capital was invested and the
cost outran the income from such projects, so they stopped. The French
development plans for her West Africa colonies were more amboitious. Though
her colonies were poorer than those of the British West African, yet they
ensured that elaborated development plans were designed for them. The
French developmental plans were designed to co-ordinate the private and
public efforts for further development, and France was th. base for the
operation of the plans. Their major emphasis was on communication and
agriculture. They even planned a trans-Saharan railway line 9 link Algeria
with West Africa. They put 5 million francs in one area of Niger under
cultivation in 1947-1957 within which that area became the largest producer

nh

of coffee in West Africa”.

Even one of the eminent History professor Hugh-Trevor Roper in his much
quoted verse, from his August chair at Oxford has still insisted that “Perhaps
in the future, there will be some African history to teach, but at present there

is none, there is only the history of the Europeans in Africa. The rest is
™ JR[AX3
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darkness .... And darkness is not the subject of history”.” The view of Africa
as continent without history almost gained universal currency in the colonial
period. They used this view as a justifiable reason for the European

occupation of African as they futured clearly that Africa was in need of

European tutelage.

Politically speaking, the Oxford professor Hugh-Trevor Roper did not convince
the early nationalist that wanted to reclaim the West Africar region of his
facts that the region as part of Africa was darkness. How car anyone call a
place a dark place and yet could not relinquish his hold on derkness. Even if
African was darkness it held a lot of attractions that made the Europeans
want to kill themselves. Quoting from one of my lecturers c/ass lectures in
MIAD THREE session Dr. Odofin, he clearly stated that the Europeans, on
arrival to African met a group of people already in existenc2 with culture,
traditions, religious belief and established social and family lives which history
already "knew of”, for them to claim that Africa had no histcry before their
arrival was not factual.” Maybe, the professor from Oxford could have done
more research. He also went further to say that such established socio-
cultural boundaries were among the facts that made them govern and
administer each of their regions properly and easily. They cid not need to

create boundaries but they used established ones to govern and group the

regions.

Mary Kinsley in her book, West African studies 3' edition with an introduction

by John E. Flint, as a young woman living in the late Victorian England she




lived in a world of men, and her contribution and achievement in academic
scholarship in the realms of public policy and political thoughts was also
emphasized upon. Most importantly, she came up at a time when women
were not allowed to vote, had only recently been admitted tc one university,
and besides motherhood, the only honourable profession cpened then to
them was Nursing, it was in such a society that Mary Kinsley created for
herself in her chosen field of ‘British West African policies and politics’, a
position of unique respect from which she was abie to advis: and influence
British traders, government cofficials, educated Africans, traditional rulers and
even Joseph Chamberlain, the most powerful British colonial secretary of
modern times. She had a victory of attitudes to revolutionalize the attitudes
towards Africans, of British government, British officials, and even of that

informed section of British public opinion which deigned to consider Africa

problems.”

She saw the African society as a delicate and complex ba'ance of forces.
Which if set up, might result in a complete social, moral ard psychological
disintegration and as such the character of the true Africa which she loved
and admired, could be destroyed if their economic colonial poficies were not
changed in the Twenty years after her death, these ideas con e to occupy the
central place in British west African policies. She stressed an the fact that
the “British government has ill-judged West African in their 2conomic policy
making, trying to use the system of colonialism of South Africa in West
African State, forgetting that the two regions, are different, though they are

all in Africa.”” To take only two out of the many differences and state them




| bluntly, first, in the West Afrfca, the most valuable .as.set ycu have is the
 native: the. mOr.e.h'eavily the district is populated with the Africans, the more
prosperous those native are, the better for you, for it means more trade. All
the gold, ivory, oil, rubber ahd timber in West Africa are usfeless to you
without the Africans to work on them: you ¢an get no other race that can
" | repl_as:e him and work them: the thing has now been tried, and it has failed, |
ﬁheréa;s in South Africa the converse is true: you can do wittout the African
there, you can replace him with pretty nearly any other kind ¢f man you like,

or do the work yourself.

The second differénce, Iis’ that, the !and in South Africa is worth your having,
ydu can go and domesticété on it; whereas in West Africa you cannot.
Failures to recognize these differences, is at the root of our present ili-judged
We_st_ African policy, so trade was devastated. From her poirt, Wesf Africal’s
worth.tol us coﬁsist in it being the richest portion of our tropical African
empire, and the economic policies to such regions should be made more
favourable tc enhance er trade, and as such more nﬁoney will be realized.

Her suggestions were proved right later.'?

Yét .otﬁerssuplbortéd the Europe.an Wesf African policies. In a book ‘West
Afncan colonial civil servants, in the 19" century, edited by Kwame Arhin on
_Afri;an_ participation in British colonial expansion in West /.frican research:.
Repérts N2I5/.19.E{3.5' stated these in subport of colonial administration contrary

to Mary's views ciearly, that the colonial government in West Africa did not

N
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be appropfiate. Fbr Europeans tb serv.e under Africans in .senior positions
'.bééausé; | - .

Fi.rstly, the. cost .olf Havoc effects of malaria; in .Européan .Iive.:s made it

'.ne.céSSEiry to place them mostly, on strategic positions and us2 the Africans,

| who were already used to malaria, for other intermediate positions. So they

) feé.l.that.po'liciés.'of establishing trade routes from the coast to the hinterland

. and the active pursuit of imperial expansion of Africans should be used in

- order not to risk the lives of Europeans.

_': Secondly, while the colonial authorities were establishing preliriinary contacts

. with the peoples in the hinterland of the coastal settiements, they thought

that, “African emissaries could understand and communicate with those

| people better than the whites. The emissaries could unclerstahd and speak
éome of .th.e !ang.uages of the various pebples, and their knowledge of the
local cultufes enabled them to conduct effective negotiation’ wlth the local
rulers. So it is, that several Africans including mufattos were efnpioyed as
..‘iﬁférMediate reaches of the civil service and its auxiliary branches such as
the medical services.”! These were the words of Charles Bannerman of Gc;Id |

coast who acted as lieutenant governor in the 1980°

| Ferguson __gf _Gq_id coast, Lawson_ of Sierra Leone and.Payne from Nigeria were
among the r.:nb:st diétihguiéhed Africans that were used during the colonial era.
They believed strongly that the British colonial administrative pqlicies hada

:_ | __ lot of virtues. All three had one voice in commoh, Iin b.éiieving that, the Br'itish |

 colonial policy and their rule was an instrument for civilizing their compatriots.

16

e - KASHIM IBRAHIM 1 ik r o




They believed in progress examplified in the British way of life, which they
claimed offered a justification for their more than competent szrvices to their
colonial employers. These three men exceeded the normal d:mand of their
jobs. They helped in moulding some of the colonial policies. They also helped
in securing what they considered as economically viable terr tories for their
emergent countries. They are all important sources for the reconstruction of

economic political and social histories of their respective countries.

Kwame Arhin further quoted that “Ferguson Lawson and Payre are not to be
seen as merely African agents of colonial rule, but they ought to be
considered as men who thought of colonial rule, as the best technical and
socio-economic progress of their respective peoples, withocut them, there
would have been colonial rule but the countries that emcrged from the
colonial scramble are certainly, the richer for their work™.!” The stories of
these three men are of a very significant part in the story of British
imperialist expansion in West Africa. But they are also the stories of dedicated
men with a sense of vocation which is worthy of emdlation by later

generations of Africans, particularly in the period of self rule.

To further stress on the political, economical and socio-cultu-al contributions
of these three men, George Shepperson in his book, The West African Civil
Servants in the 19" century, re-emphasized African participation in British rule
and had these to say for each of the three men, “that George Ekem Ferguson
father of modern Ghana, who saw that the coastal forest and Savannah areas

of the gold coast and its hinterland were complementary ir their resources

17
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and by his exertions and demands to the colonial governmen' at Accra, was
largely responsible for securing the northern territorial basis o Ghana as it is
today.”"”’ He was also called an acute observer of the people and an extra-

ordinary civil servant in Ghana during colonial era.

The same man analyzed Thomas George as perhaps the rniost influential
British African during the colonial politics in Sierra Leone of the 19" century.
He was born in fantekceme of Adjigo quarter of Anecho on the coast of
modern Togo in 1814. His father and grandfather both had heen influenced

by British culture and commercial operations.

The connections, wealth and social positions of his family in Anecho, led
Thomas to consider himself as a representative of the African European
commercial and political establishment in West Africa. He is one of the
thousand of Africans who became vital to the development and operation of

European colonial administration in the 19" century.

Lastly is John Augustus Otunba Payne who was born on August 9, 1839 at
Kissy Sierra Leone. His father was a recaptive from one of the royal houses of
[jebu-Ode and that name Payne, was an anglicanized version of the original
Yoruba name Adepeyin Otunba and properly written as an added titie to
members of the Ijebu-ruling houses. His parents did rot make great
achievement, until they returned from Freetown to Nigeria ... He made
outstanding contributions in the colonial administration during the 19"
century. Colonial masters also involved him in making some of the policies for

governing of those days. '
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CHAPTER THREE .
_3.0 TH_EQRETICAL FRAME WORK OF THE ANALYSIS.
In 1930 .Brilain and..Franc'c were forced by the world depre’ssion to Re-
examine their colonial cconomic policies. The world depressioni'of the 1930s
had sharp and serious impactl, which ruined all nations econcmically. There
was a slump both in commodity, capital prices and increase in unemployment
that reached a level unheard of before. West African countries were severely
Hit by the slur.ni'::.. Expdfts declined considerably, exports earnirgs fell by two-
thirds, and falling wages and unemployment caused widespread discontent.
Britain, France and their allies re-examined their coloniai dev.el.opment
policies. Britain and France required raw materials and foods‘uffs, which at
that material time could only be gotten from their colonies. They, therefore,
relied heav.illy on .what the colonies could produce and what they might be
made to produce by active development programmes, which suddenly
: became an urgent priority. The colonial policy of making colonies pay for their
own development was considered harmful to the interest of the colonies as .
well as the interests of the colonial powers. Thus, for the first time in colonial
history, Britain lent or gave mbney frbm her own purse (resources) for the
economic development of her colonies and passed the colonial development

act of 1929, By 1938, all British colonies in Africa benefited up to the tune of

four million British pounds from the colonial development funi, The reasons B

for the British initiative in setting aside this huge amount of money for the

development of the colonies were these:
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CHAPTER THREE

3.0 THEORETICAL FRAME WORK OF THE ANALYSIS.

In 1930 Britain and France were forced by the world depression to Re-
examine their colonial economic policies. The world depression of the 1930s
had sharp and serious impact, which ruined all nations economically. There
was a slump both in commodity, capital prices and increase in unemployment
that reached a level unheard of before. West African countries were severely
hit by the slump. Exports declined considerably, exports earnir gs fell by two-
thirds, and falling wages and unemployment caused widespread discontent.
Britain, France and their allies re-examined their colonia ‘development
policies. Britain and France required raw materials and foods:uffs, which at
that material time could only be gotten from their colonies. They, therefore,
relied heavily on what the colonies could produce and what they might be
made to produce by active development programmes, which suddenly
became an urgent priority. The colonial policy of making colonis pay for their
own development was considered harmful to the interest of the colonies as
well as the interests of the colonial powers, Thus, for the first ©ime in colonial
history, Britain lent or gave money from her own purse (resources) for the
economic development of her colonies and passed the colonial development
act of 1929. By 1938, all British colonies in Africa benefited up to the tune of
four million British pounds from the colonial development funi. The reasons
for the British initiative in setting aside this huge amount of money for the

development of the colonies were these:




~ Firstly, Britain wanted to show that colonization was not merely
exploitation as the Africans thought.

~ Secondly, she was anxious to encourage native administration (now
local government) to develop and improve agriculturally.

~ Thirdly, Britain needed to be provided with basic mate ials backing in
the event of any war. This was because Britain suffered during the
Second World War when Germany almost defeated the British army in
all the colonies.

~ Lastly, Britain believed that she would be boosting h:r economy by

developing the local economies of the colonies. 'What an after

thought.'

The Second World War helped in no small way to improve the economic
conditions of West African. Important changes in the political and social life of
West African also took place. Durning the second World War -.public opinion
was against the possession of colonies. It was argued that ore of the causes
of friction in the world was the possession of colonies, and tha: the menace to
world peace might be removed if all colonies became indcpendent. The
United States of America was strongly moved by a wave of anti imperialist
feeling. Which found its most pointed expression in an attack on the
possession of colonies. Mr, Wilson, the president of America advocated for the
principle of self-determination’. There was emphasis on the Atlantic charter of
august 1941. All colonial powers were severely attached to their policies
relating to economic, political and educational conditions in the territories for

which the powers were respectively responsible. They were advised that the
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aim of a good colonial administration should be defined positively as the

promotion of economic and social advance in order to provice the essential

basis for political self-rule.

Furthermore, there were new pressures and demands arsing from the
colonies themselves. Nationalists began to agitate for moves towards eventual
colonial self-determination. These new development during and after the
Second World War were bound to affect the thinking of Britain and France
who were the major colonial powers in West Africa regard to their colonies.
As a result of the desire of the British and French governmen:s to secure the
support of colonial peoples, and also because they began to feei a more
positive obligation to do good to their colonial subjects New colonial
developmental plans devoted to projects of social welfare, :ducational and
health services and economic development were drawn up. Brtain and France
started to equip their colonies with the canopy of modern stetes, that is, the
provision of infrastructure, internal and international airlines, road networks,
broadcasting services, research institutes and the like. Thire was a new
emphasis on public investment and economic planning. The French
authorities worked on the basis of a succession of four = year plan for their

overseas territories, and British on ten ~ year development pre —g,rramrnefj

The first British Colonial Development and welfare act in 1329 was merely
meant, like was said before, for the development of some specific areas for
agricultural purposes unfortunately, Most of the agriculture! projects failed

because too much capital was invested and the cost outran the income or
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revénue fronﬁ suéh projeéts, but the second colonial development and welfare
“act which v;fas" passed later after the economic slump of 1930, where it was
de;ided that up to. five million British pound a year could be given to British
Wést Afriﬁa Eoloﬁies, ouf of the fiffy six million pounds made available for the
development of the colonies except India. Thus the profit rom the West"
African colonies between 1946 and 1955 may be estimated &s roughly over

one hundred and sixty million pounds.

The French de.velopment plan, thich has always been more ambitious than
. those of the British, attracted about two hundred and seveaty five million
pounds by 1955. during the Second World war France gave to each of her
"-c‘o!bnies. ﬁ\}e. 'miII.i.on 'fralncs tc help them. This planned économy was
necessary because France was defeated so easily during the frst and second
world war. The plan for the assignment of fund for economic and social
development of the colonies which was proposed in France Na'ional Assembly
by Jacques Sousl_ette proved tq_ be successful,* according to _Bofuwaji Olaniya's
bo.ok on. Ecﬁnomié History of West Africa; he said that the ptan. was very
successful in developing means of communication, urban centers and

scientific research centers, all were visibly developed all over the French

colonies®,

After 1945 Word War, both France and Britain were anxious to accelerate
social and economic progress in the colonies. There was a considerable
~increase in public investment, new agencies were set up for pumping loans

" and grants Into colonial territorics. The French government operated through
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the Funds of the d’' investment pour le development econonigue at social
known as FIDES. Between 1946 - 1956, FIDES, invested atout ninety six
million C.F.A FRANCS IN French West Africa. The British colonial development
was charged with spending public fund in the British colonies ¢nd the growth
of public investment in the colonies yielded fruitful results. It increased the
scale and tempo of economic development with its social consequences,
urbanization and growth of new classes (Administrative, technical,
professional, commercial, wages and salary earnings) consciou; of new needs
and asserting economic and political self — determination. A proportion of
investments feature prominently on road - building ports and railways,

hospitals and schools.

The establishment and functioning of the marketing boards of the Second
World War helped a lot. Previously the Marketing Board of West Africa
produce was largely in the hands of expatriate firms. Many Africans were
acting as middlemen between the commodity producers and t'1é firms, which
took active parts in buying and selling of commodities. The depression in the
eccnomy, which was a worldwide event then, had continued, in fact by 1937,
there was a sharp decline in prices. Many people sufferec especially the
middlemen. The exporting firms complained that they had be >n trading at a
loss and so they got together to better their condition to be able to keep the
prices for the producers low and get good profit for their expcrts®. They tried
to get rid of the middle men who they claimed had so much profit but the

middlemen instigated the producers who refused to sell to the exporting firms

any more, As a result of this, according to Boluwajl Olaniyan the Nowell
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commission of enquiry was appointed to report on the “Cocoa hold up
between producers, exporters and middlemen. The commission frowned
against the monopoly of the exporting firms, as well as the .activities of the
middlemen and eventually recommended the establishmen: of marketing

Board for West African Export crops.

Politically, the Cocoa ‘hold up” made it clear to the governmental authorities
that the fluctuating marketing price were becoming increasingly difficult, and
unbearable and might lead to further unrest in the colonie: if a review to
change the economic policy was not in place as quick as it ca n'e. Though the
Cocoa hold up was organized in Ghana, similar ill feelings of primary
producers towards the exporting firms, were already warminc up all over the
colonies. The British government stepped in quickly to guarartee a market at
fixed price for all produce. Thus the West African produce Board which
purchased and disposed of West-African principal export procucts during the
World War was established. Four commodity Marketing Boards were
established. In 1947 Cocoa Marketing Boards were set up in Nigeria and the
then Gold coast i.e. Ghana, two years later in 1949, the sane was done in
respect of cotton, groundnut, and palm preduce. Before long, this system was
in operation throughout the British colonies of West Africa, Sierra Leone and

Gambia having followed suit.”

The implication of the unrest if it has been embarked upon by all the colonies
would have caused serious rebellion but since drastic actions where taken by

the British government it yielded various good and positive re:sults. There was
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the es_tabljshmeﬁt of price stabilization policy. which implied that, during the
tl)0.0il':.n when pfi(:.e.."s..wéré h.igh,."the .p.r'icef 6f commodities .paid tc the producers
were to be cut to prevent the goods which might reflect ach ersely in West
African countries balance of payments and limit the rate of national economic
~ growth . The surplus gathered as a result of this was to be used during the
period _of depr_ession when pri_ces were low to subsidize the prices to be paid
.' to producérs thus ansuring fhem 3 'stable, rather than fluctuating income.
Apart from price stabilization, there were other achievement, before 1937
firms operating in West Africa "were too competiti;‘e i.n‘ their ecoﬁornic
. relations to possess any adequate power of bargaining with foreigners”. The
monopolistic tendencies of the firms were disliked by the people and
government .o..ffic'i'al.s. As a reéﬁlf or- t:his,. .gox.r.elrn.ﬁ'nent' designed the
establishment of marketing boards as a tool for strengthenirg West Africa’s
bargaining power in the world prices in respect of commodi!ie;.s and also to
réducing. thé cOSt of marketing by purchasing, grading and «xporting them.
Thirdly, the idea of setting up the marketing boards was a_J:so motivated to
extract from the producers some revenu.es“f.or the promotian .of econorn.ic.
development of the producing industries and areas of production and
financing of research e.g. research programmes, pest, and disease control
.|:')roject'.5, fhé cohstrUctibn of feeder roads in growing arcas, e.t.c. similarly
accumulated incames, _from the bqards ;o_u!d_ be qsed for community facilities
such as local schools, .hleallth centers, etc on.thtue grbund tﬁét social u.tility

was high and individual or joint purchase impracticable,




The prices paid to the producers as well as the commission of buying agents
were fixed by the Boards. The boards then sold the produce t) the buyers in
the world markets so as to obtain high prices. The purchaser in West Africa
and the sales abroad of the principal export crops like oil palm produce,
cocoa, groundnut and cotton were in the hands of the statutory marketing
boards, autonomous bodies established between 1947 and 1949 to take the
place of control schemes instituted during the war. So between the period of
1947 and 1954 the marketing boards acquired enormous resrves and thus
became important factors in the economic life and financial sti ucture of West
Africa. By 1951 the total reserves for West Africa was about two hundred
million pounds and this continued to rise steadily till 1956. in o-der words, the

scheme, in monetary terms had been an immense success.

To say the least, the board also succeeded in successfully brincing many West
Africans into export trade apart from the stabilization and mobilization of
funds. In addition to all the above, the board also contributed in
developmental schemes, to the general economic developnient of West
African countries. Revenue from export duties and grants from the boards
have provided funds for many government projects. Construction of
universities, road building, supply of pipe borne water and electrification of

some rural areas and modern manufacturing facilities were all benefited from

the boards support.

This part of the project on the progress made by the British government after

they changed their economic policy will not be complete witkout mentioning
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the report that the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

(1954) on the Nigerian marketing boards. The report went thus: -

“In our opinion the marketing board system is well suited to
Nigerian conditions. The combination of guarant.ed price for an
entire crop year to the small holder produzers, adequate
compensation for the buying agents, and price policies
designed to encourage quality improvement, provides the
inducement, necessary for increased and improved production,
and for a regular and efficient flow of produce, and the joint
selling arrangements, strengthening, Nigerias oosition in the
world market. We recommend however, that henceforth the
'Boards’ functions be limited to settling quality tandards fixing
progucer prices and purchasing, and marketing crops. The
financing of economic development and agricultural research is
a responsibiity  of government and the boa-ds should not
undertake it. Nor should the level of expenciture for these
purposes be lert to the discretion of the boards cr be dependent
on the results of thewr operations. While the pre:ent reserves of
the Boards can be an important sources of deve opment capital,
we recommend that the boards contribution be made through
long term loan to government, out of that portioi ‘of their funds
which need not be kept liquid. We also recommend that in
fixing producer prices, the boards should have ro object other
than mitigating price fluctuations and giving .in incentive to
improvement of quality. The deliberate use of *the price fixing
functions for other purposes such as the promotion of
development or to counter act inflationary or delationary trend,
cuts across the responsibility of government”®

This chapter of the project took time to elaborate the contiibutions of the
West African Marketing Board which came up as a result of th> change in the
previous economic policies that the colonial administrations used on our
regions. The contributions were indeed numerous. A political'y analyst,” had
argued that the cocoa ‘hold-up’ which originated in Ghana would have also
led to the ‘hold-up’ on other cash crops for exports. They caid that if that

happened, all other producers of cash crops for exports into European

countries from their West African colonies would have followe:! suit especially
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those in Nigeria were ready. So the Europeans had to embark on a quick
diplomatic move to form the Marketing Boards, which helped both parties
involved a lot. The most dangerous resultant effect of this grzat rebellion of
producers would have been shortage of raw materials and lo:t of security Iin
all the colonies of Europe. No wonder they intervened quickly in providing a
fast diplomatic solution to regain their security-grip on ther West African
colonies. The survival of any political organisation social or 1eligious groups
depends on how solid the Economic structure of such an orjanisation is. If
there is a threat on the economic base of the structure, the entire structure
is calling for a collapse because the continuous survival of the entire
framework of any organisation is determined by the strength of such

organisations economy. °

Y
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CHAPTER FOUR

4.0 ANALYTICAL REASONS THAT AFFECTED EUROPEAN
POLITICS AND POLICIES
The reason for the slow industrial development in West Africa have been
traced back to the many years of various methods of colonization and
what the Europeans themselves encountered on their arrival in West
Africa. Long ago, from the 1970’ thereof, many Europear nations started
looking towards Africa for the fulfillment of their econoric hopes. This
was also the time that the British made their appeararce in a greater
number and with greater zeal. Previously, the British were passive in their
attitudes towards founding colonies in Africa. Celonies to them were
expensive and an economic nuisance’ British merchants or ly wished a free
access to African market. When however, French and Cermany ran the
race for colonies, British public opinion changed in fovour of colony
annexation policy in Africa.’ If Germany and France had colonies in Africa
for the sake of prestige, British should do the same. I‘rom henceforth
there was a change of attitude towards colonization. Britain like all other
European nations started to exercise her claims to all her former trading

territories in addition to this she acquired new areas.

The scramble for Africa by Europeans reached its peak in 1884, and to
prevent the possibility of conflict among European nations an international

conference was held at Berlin from November 1884 to Jaruary 1885 under

the chairmanship of Bismarch, the greatest diplomat of his days. France,




.and Gerr.nany.t'ook the initiétive to cail this conference and invited twelve
other nations to discuss three important pressihg matter::; n'amely, the
freedom of commerce in the basin and mouth of Congo, the liberty of
| navigatioh on internationél rivers and the question of effective acquisition
of territories. Thus in 1885, an agreement was signed by the
representatives of the Europeans and many resolutions were passed;on
the question of liberty of commerce, the conference.ail.greed that in Iihe
best interest of Africa and the wou_'ld as a whole, traders and missionaéies
of a!I”natfons éhould have frec access to the interior of Africa * so tha# its

slave trade would finally be crushed, and that material and moral benefits

3
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of European civilization be made freely available to its people.” The

. conference  also stipulated that the navigation of the Cengo and Niger

S would be deveioped politically, soclally and economically by the power

. occupyingit. | 2420

~ rivers should be open to all nations alike. This was a very important
- resolution from the economic consideration as there were no inland roads

© or railways to the interiors of Africa. Then two rivers served as the

; I

gateway to tap the resources of the interior. Other naicns would bef 7.
f o

placed at a disadvantage if the rivers were to be monopolized by any of - .
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' _the European powers. The conference defined effective administrative ' ?:m
va

- machinery over the areas. This further implied that the acquired territory E Ffj
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The immediate effect of the Berlin conference was that it became clear

" that a quick partition of Africa was inevitable as each natin was anxious

to have her own share before it was too late. Africa was *shared” setting
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aside some parts for the British, others for France, Portujuese, Italians,

Spanish, Germans and Belgians. These new European invasion met with
strong rgsistance from Africans, causing an era of colonial wars between
Africéns énd Européans. During this period, many African kingdon;s,
empires and towns disappeared forever because of the powerful weapons
at the disposal of the Europeans®. in addition to this, many powerful

African chiefs who refused to compromise with the colonal rulers were

~ deported, executed or imprisoned. Britain, France and ortuguese got

fhéir share for West African sub-regions. British government was slow in
the development of her territorics beca-use of their attitudes, which had
clearly been demonstrated from their initial benavior. 50 later on, since
they participated, in order not to loose prestige and alsc éo piease their
home's public opinion, they were cautious. They, for a long time, insisted
oh 'o.nly the p'olicie's that will enrich their homeland, Britain, economically.
Thus they made the West African people to forcefully shift from the

production of their primary goods to the production of cash crops, which

 were shipped for the home industries to manufacture other finished

products.

They forced our West Africans to abandon farming and acriculture, which

was our main occupation to begin to build roads and railways. West

' Affican indigénes were dislodged from their homes of origin and forced to |

live in another homeland in seclusions. Living like a strancer in one's own
country. They were forced to use British currency for buying and selling of

go'o'ds'ahd services, this you can only get by'working for the Europeahs.

RASHIM IBRAHIM LIDRAR,
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They also introduced taxations, which further forced the indigenes to

accept to work for them to earn the European fnonéy.“" _

However, all their selfish moti_veé stopped and changed as mentiohed in
'c.hépter. fﬁrée .when the 19.30'.econom‘|c slump caused the greatest
economic depression in the world market. They regretted their attitude to
their West African colonies, where they should have had more than
enough from, to sustain them. So their eyes opened, though a little late,
and they began the rapid industrialization approach which yielded many
- :résults. .Th.us és. allresul.t, nian.y.f.orms of developmental changeS .were
made economically, socially and even politically. The most importa_nt of
the social facility was in education; which was thé weépon by which many

African states freed themselves from colonial rule, as frora the middie of

 the twentieth century. Though the British were forced to change their

"economic pori&ieé .toward.s their 'colonies', th'ey still had some areas that
were left uncared for. After the second World War, British and France
continued to be the major sources of investment in West Africa. All the
funds pouréd into the French and British territories Wéfe nsed to develop
th__e_ inf_r_astructure and basic social amenities. There was for instance the
:dU.iekeﬁing in the sﬁace of éducationar deve!op.m.ent. Tﬁes'e wa$ |itﬂé 'Iéft
over to invest in programmes of economic betterment wh:cfh would equip

- - the colonies with modern facilities and amenities and increase the

k éfficiency of their peoples. The economy was not diversified or

- “Industrialised”. Secondiy, industries for processing agricultural products
were totally absent. Common consumer goods like matches, soap,
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chocolates, candles, cloths, e.t.c. had to be imported primarily in West
Africa, remained producers of Basic raw materials for industrial countries,
Britain and France in particular. In return manufacturers products were
dumped into West Africa countries. In brief, the West Arican economy
remained under colonial domination and alien control for a very long

time.®

[t is not until towards the last 1950's when West African ¢suntries started
becoming independent that a drastic change in the ecanomic policies
became very visible. Political leaders, believe that “The economy of a
country can only obtain a favourable change only when such a country
obtains political independence”.” This is true because until the basic
control of a nation resources, are transferred to the control of indigenes
or the citizens of such a nation, no true change can be scen. It is only in
the independence of the nations can any nation make ecor.omic objectives
for their part of West African areas, to include diversification of the
economy’, so as to provide the much needed for enployment, the
encouragement of private investment in industries, the formation of
producers co-operatives, the stabilization of prices and the currencies, the
establishment of new enterprises in partnership with foreign business
interests and the provision of services which private enterprises could
provide. In addition then, there can be diversification of trade, investment

and technical aid. Development plans would be drawn to transform the

economy into something new fro its old merchantile chéracter to a new

modernized system. In the general theories of politics, the colonial
* 4RK85AR33
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masters never considered the issue of national interest which is the

L analysis of the good of the state and the good of the sociéty e.g. these

were never considered before any action was taken. It is true that state
- with limited capabilities is governed mainly by contingencésJ which is more

- closely tied to the operational level and less capable of developing its

;__._.-:: inspirational interests.

| .The colonial masters did not have the national interest of their colonies in
m:nd .E;}.e'n'w"hé'n. they attempted some positive steps towards the new
changes in their economic policies, underline their intentions especially in
the British colonies was still to establish the superiority of the whitemen
ovér the Alfricans. Top on the lists of their reasdns had always béen fbr
__comme_r_cial_ purpcses, provisions of raw materials for their industries in
Eﬁfbpe; Thé gains they make from the huge exports of cash crops to
Furope and importations of finished manufactured goods that were
continuously brought into the colonies. Truly the power that _Europeans
had over their colonies w.as énormous. No wonder there is a saying in
political science that absolute powers corrupts absolutely,” this was true
especially during the colonial era.”
_The_, relevant modern theories, and model, concerned .With human
| :belhavior, and with social organisation, to pay due regard to their colonies
purposes, were totally ignored or neglected. It is also important here for
us to make_this pojnt ciear that one pf the major reasons for the change
.'i'h "t'h..élilf.'tsc;!'ilciés'l«'?lpaft..frdrh the .p)rlessures thét wé}e placed on them from
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the United Nations was from the African Nationalists. Those who were
returned as slaves had become very educated. Somc of those in
administration, who were a little learned, as they had opportunities, got
themselves more trained, and all became more nationalistic in their minds.
They began to envisage what great nations West African co’untries would
become, when they would gain their own independence _'As pressures
were mounted by these Nationalists, the press began their open
condemnations of colonial government and played a major role in

enlightening the masses on the importance of independence:.

The various labour unions in various parts of West /frican regions
contributed to their colonial government's change of policies. They
boycotted work, threatened the colonial government ind organized
themselves to put pressure on the government — Especially the Aba
women riot which also played a great role in causing a re-visit to better
the policies of the British colonial Administration.'® With all these
pressures, the British government, to save their fac2, began the

inaugurations of different groups into the formulation of corstitutions.

The first constitution was inaugurated in Nigeria called the ‘Richard’s
Constitution’. The aims and objectives of this constitution v/as to promote
the unity of the members of the country; to ensure that the people of
Nigeria and by extension all the others in the region woul] participate in

the discussions of their own affairs, Richard’s constitution failed. With its
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collapse came the Macpherson’s constitution, which also fai ed again. The

third was the Lyttleton constitution, this constitution also fail>d"’.

The failures of the different constitutions to provide enougn suitable and
lasting solutions to the problems of people of the regicns was a big
indication that the people were tired of being colonized. Tiey wanted to
be free. The press, continued on daily basis to poison the minds of the
masses, by enumerating the ills of colonialism in their write-ups. The
colonial masters had no choice but to change their polices and create
more receptive and more welcoming approach to woo back the confidence
of the West African masses to themselves, It was then, they realized, the
full implication of Mary Kinsley's advice which was earlier mentioned in
chapter two. Unfortunately this was 20 years after the Jeath of Mary
Kinsley. Though they tried in their new change of policics through the
means of the various constitutions, rapid industrialization p ocess yet the
West Africans were bent on having their own independence. Majority of
them were very well educated to ignore the many ills of colonialism. The
2" world war participants were also more exposed and moare wiser, that
on their return back home, to the West Africa regions, refused to tolerate

colonial rules any more, no matter how they tried to blank: . them.
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CHAPTER FIVE

5.0 POLICY OF RAPID INDUSTRIALIZATION

The policy of rapid industrialization of West African colonies began in Europe.
The age of industrialization in Europe had its effect on West Africa greatly in
the late 18" century. The spread of industrial revolution made the colonial
masters to begin to seek outlets overseas for manufactur:d goods and
increased dehands for supply of raw maferials from West Afrca. The desire
for West African raw materials and cother potentialities by the Europeans

helped in no small way to increase the incentive for agricultural production.’

The previous ecanomic colanial polices, were that, their colonies should
produce agricultural crops for the mother country and help to su.stain her
_ économy by buying her manufactured goods in return, In addition to this,
colonial rulers advocated that colonies must be self ~ supporting. They also
said that colonies.must' be developed .by éncourag'r.ng Africans to participate in

export and import trade. Realizing the key role of improved industrialization,

transport services and communications in tapping the resources of West

Africa were focused on. Thus railways, roads and more s:a ports were
constructed to make import and export trade easy. The influerice of railways,
roads and other means of transportation opened large arvas Iénd maae
inaccessible routes easy for entrance of civilization. There was a great
‘demand for cleaginous products during the war. Throughout the forest belt
“there were millions of paim oil trees p'rodL.:cl.ng' valuable palm kernels and oil,
;o
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and there were also innumerable other trees which produced ‘imbre of great

economic value.

| In. the fofmer Northérn Ni.geria aﬁd Ga:ﬁbia, for insfance, th2 cultivation of
cotton and groundnut increased. The groundnuts which foermed such an
important export _from Waest Africa were mostly decorticated before shipment
frorﬁ It.he same t_:.jr.oundnut benniseed and shear-butter were made. Qil,
“margarine, candles and cattle feeds were also made from .it.. Amongst the
| minor exports of West Africa were ivory, ebony, ;:opra, coffer-, béewax, silk,
gums, piassave, fibre, guinea - grains, capsicums, ginger and ostrich
feathers. All these products were manufactured in a vast and massive
production. beéausé of the. new rapid industrialization policy. Great was the
outcome of these as Britain poured in big money from her British purse

without were being selfish and miserly towards her colonies. J. 1. Roper in his

words stated; e o It
' !

"“West Africa is in the turmoil of an economic revolution; The
- ancient foundations of sacial life are being shaken by new forces
and pressure of new needs; the commercialisaticn of agricuiture
has brought into existence wide variety of subvsidiary activities

- such as buying, grading, transporting and storing of crops. ™
As the exports of West African goods grew, the demands for European goods
" also increased as many West Africans now had increased purchasing power,
-+ The principal importing countries were, United Kingdom, Germany, France
and United States of America. They supplied cotton goods, haberdashery,

woollen goods, wearing apparels, wine and other commaodities. The

; establishment of European rule thus transformed West Africa in many

" directions. They saw the development on a very large scale of agricuitural
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exports, the development of modern commerce and the widespread use of

'money revolutionalized economic position of many people.’

Wage earning employment began to gain some important position in the
| ecdnomy. Many deveiopment projects were undertaken in the colonies, the
mo_tiv_e being to make them rcasonably habi_table by European standard.
ﬁaiiwayé, roads, bridgés, hospitals, 5choo|s, .electricity and rublic buildings
were provided to raise the standard of living and to facilitate the growth of .
economic  development. Health facilities and dispensaries were created
making employment for nurSe; and sanitary inspectors to introduce hygiene
- on the envircnment. In British West Africa, the influence ornthe then Secretary
: of Stéte fbr the colonies, Joseph Chambériain, came to pléy an important role.
He introduced new policy of constructive imperialism because he believed in
- giving direct financial aid to the colenies so as to raise the stan}dard of living
of the peoples. Colonial government realized that a higher spese‘d of ecbnomic
- and social development would be achieved if colonial revenues could be
supplemented by external borrowing for the execution of some projects.

- Hence overseas capital was invested in the construction of railways and roads

and in the development of infrastructure in general. Althougth: it is true that

' African’s suffered and are still suffering because of colonial effects. In a

~ recent publication of an article called the Auchor, it was stated;

"Recently, the burgeoning number of refugees 1 West African
Regions has been particularly atlributed to  the artificial
boundaries and unfamiliar systems of government foisted on the
continent by European cofonialists, whose foray inte Africa,
dislocated the ex:stmg social order, Consequenﬂy, it produced a
systems of dxsorder
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We cannot also deny the facts that there were lots of gains énd a lot more
that the regions got from the process of colonialism. It should not be seen as
a one-sided gain only, for the Europeans advantage, Africans also gained.
The current political structures in maost of the democratic systems in West
African regions came from the Europeans. It has its disadvantages but then
such cannot be compared with the brutal military rules thet invaded the

politics of Africa nations for a very long time.

Easy communication systems came from them. You can easily communicate
through Radiogamme, Telegram, letter writing from one end of the world to
the other, that within and outside the West Africa region to the entire world.
Sometime the act of communication can be so easily done through telephone
or the computer, These were all the ideas of colonial masters. Areas where
roads were previously un-used and abandoned or even left out for the
worshipping of idols, where gainfully used as decent road constructions and in
most cases charged to Government Reserved Area, or schools built on such
grounds to enhance developmental facilities. The missionaiies who came
along with them helped to stop some obnoxious acts like that of killing of
twins and expulsion of their mothers for bringing bad luck to their societies as

were practiced in the countries of West African regions.

One cannot over-emphasize the educational benefits that the colonial masters
brought into our regions. They built schools, gave us the basic education, and
most of us excelled, and became better than even some of them. You can

now talk of experts in various fields of life from West African regions. QOur




professors from the various universities at home and abroad are living-proof.
Our very intelligent lectures in various universities are alsc a proof. Our
doctors can perform different kinds of operations which are done, previously
in the European countries, now in our regions. Our men and women with
various degrees were recently sort for to be taken abroad ¢s citizens with
their families through visa lottery popularly called Brain Drain. Our nurses and
doctors are on daily basis being offered jobs with attractive salaries in

European countries today. All these started from colonialism and its gains.

Another communication system that thrilled the people of the region was the
radio and television area. The television steadily progressed rom black and
white, to coloured television. Then came the area of radio cass 2ttes of various
types and progressed to satellite and beautiful modifications. Today we can
proudly say that infact mortality rate had greatly reduced the number of
death rate reduced due to the cures that have been discov:red of various
diseases which were considered incurable those old days e.g. Malaria, Yellow
fever, Jaundice, Cholera, Meningitis, Appendice e.t.c. their comning into Africa
was a blessing in disguise. In as much as I refuse to see their arrival with
light ...... in @ much as I agree that African had a kind of light before their
coming ...... it is obviously clear that their arrival brought in'o West African
region lots of gains and brightness. It was only in their economic policy, which
was the bedrock of any development that they failed and the “ailure was very

obvious.
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5.1

NOTES:
Economic History of West Africa by Boluwaji Olanivan, page 50
West Africa Under Colonial Rule 1968 by M. Crowcer, page 52

West African Countries and peoples magazine with an
introduction written by George Shepperson Edinburge page 6

]

The Auchor Vol. 1 No. 37 page 11.




SUMMARY
The economicpohcy during the colonial era had its good and i'ls. This study
was able to trace out the trends in government _eco_nornic palicy on West
African region. It went further to analyze the hature of the colonial economy
| how it concentrated this paper also tries to feature the three colonial powers
L that colonized the West African states and the policies they used. The paper
-I:'cére%ufly..tréced the different policies that were used by each, how, no matter
i- wh;;h ,pO"CV, was used, their motives were the same — to explo]t the S0 many
| fééfﬁufces of the West Africa and éend.the .accumulated .wealth" béck to
enrich their home countries. The reasons that Britain had on why they did not
| make any serious efforts initially to industrialize their colonies in West Africa.
It further continued to discuss and to consider the world depression of the
1930 \_;\_{hir;h forced thg Bri;ain and France to _Ire-examin_e their economic
E '._;-”p::olli.rcie.s.. ih thenr | QarioUé éolonies. IThe folés of. neﬁ; préé;s.ure.s a..ndﬂ dern:an.ds
arising from the cofonies themselves played in changing the thirking of Britain
- -.and France were enumerated and discussed. The new economic policies and
o deve!bpﬁe‘n:t' :ho.'w | they affected the sﬁale and tempo of | éc.onomic'
development and all the gains of West Africans on the new policy of rapid

. industrialization were also established.

- .
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CONCLUSION:

In conclusion though the Europeans carly intention for coming into Africa was
to colonize and dominate Africa so that, they can use the re<ources and use
the people to tap the resources and send over to their homeland, their
motives were purely for TRADE, generally economic reasons. " hough they did
not have any intension of doing their best to these people wi'h no history as
they claimed ------- that what was in Africa was darkness ani that darkness
had no history at all. Though any little development they siarted with was
totally and entirely to help them penetrate into the interiors of Africa like
roads, rails and sea routes. No matter what negative intersions they had
earlier for coming into Africa, their arrival into Africa hac a tremendous
positive effect on West African regions. Trade was expanded. Africans began
to deal with international trade. Exports from Africa increased Hospitals were
built to handle rear diseases that easily killed people of oiLr region. Slave
trade stopped. The killings of twins, which helped to finally libcrate our people
from colonial rule. As our West African people began to be litcrate, they were
now exposed to the ills of colonial rules and they gained encugh strength to

fight Nationalisitically for their freedom, which eventually came.
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SUGGESTIQNS: |
T.he' entir.e researcH on this'work had truly and clearly shown “hat no matter
how terrible the colonial era’s policies were they eventually turned out to be,
for the interest of the people of our region. So I suggest that:
» Every West African should reflect back on the European colonial era in
West Afri;a with the warmth and honesty it deserves.
| , That .évélry. t.é'acheflon'this subject should without bias make each

student to be objective in his or her views of this topic.
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