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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to identify the Causes of
Male Drop-out in Anarnbra State Secondary Schools and to
recomrend sone neasures to be taken to reduce the problem of
mal e drop-out in Secondary Schools in the states. A
stratified Random Sanolina Technique was used to select the
sanmple for the study.

The researcher carried out the study wth respondents
made UP of students, teachers and parents drawn fromthe five
education Zones in Ananbra State. The questionnaire and the
four points Likert Rating Scale were used as the instrunent

for data collection. The findings of the study include:

a) Many nmales of secondary school age are nore
interested in joining business ventures nore than
continuing with secondary school education for
weal th acqui sition. This is the main reason why
many males drop out of secondary schools in the

St at e.

b) Many parents and teachers are of the opinion that
wealth is essential for good adjustnent in the

soci ety and as such support nmales to pursue business



ventures for quick acquisition of wealth. This

hel ps to encourage male drop outs in Ananbra State

Secondary School s.

The recommendati ons made i ncl ude:
a) H ghlighting positive aspects of education pursuit
and de-enphasi zing on the acquisition of wealth in

the society.

b) Any person who is to take Dart in politics or to
take title in the society should possess at |east

Seni or Secondary School Certificate.

c) Prof essors, conmmunity |eaders, title nmen. opinion
| eaders and other educationists are to hold panel
di scussions over the mass nedia from tine to tine
with the aim of encouraging nales to possess good
educati onal background before joining any business

vent ure.

d) Adequat e gui dance and counsel | i ng servi ces should be
provided by the teachers to the youths towards the
need for successful conpletion of secondary schoo

education before the pursuit of wealth.



Xi

e) The governnment should make nmles attendance to
schools attractive by giving them incentives to
notivate them Such incentives as giving grant-in-
aid to education, free tuition, textbooks and
l[ibraries, md-day meals, and provision of aood
| ear ni ng environment would go a long way to mnim ze

mal e drop-out in Ananbra State Secondary School s.



®xii

CHARPTER PAGE
TITLE PAGE ' i
DECLARATION iii
CERTIFICATION iv
DEDICATION %
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS vi
ABSTRACT ix
TABLE OF CONTENT xil
LIST OF TABLES XV
LIST OF APPENDICES xvii
ABBREVIATIONS xviii
OPERATIONAL DEFINITION OF TERMS Hix

1 INTRODUCTION 1

1.1 Backaround Information to the Study 1

1.2 Statement of Problem 4

1.3 Purpose of the Study 5

1.4 Research Questions 6

1.% Null Hypothesis 6

1.6 Sianificance of the Study 7

1.7 assumptions of the Studv 8

1.8 Scope and Limitations to tha Study 9



REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE
Introduction

Benefits of Schoolina and Problems
Faced by School drop-outs

wastage of Resources Caused as a
rResult of School Drop-outs

Social Backaround Status and Its
Effect on the School Population

Envirommental Factors on Social
pevelopment and their Effects on
Schoocl Drop~ocuts

Quest for Material Acquisition as
Cantributor to Male Drop-outs in
Secondary Schools

psychological Factors that Affsct

the Population of Males in Secondary
Schools

Relevance of Education from the
Philosophical Point of View and Need .
tc Improve Secondary schoaol Population

Summary

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODS
Introduction

Population of the Study

The Sample of the Study

pescriotion of Instrument Tor Data
Collection

validity and Reliability of the
Instrumant

administration of the Questionnaire

15

16

28

30

32

39

37

37

38

38

39

40

40



4. PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA

4.1 Introduction

4.7 Research Question 1

4.3 Research Question 2

4.4 Testing of Null Hvpothesis T

4.5 Testing of Null Hvpothesis 2

4_6 Teacher’s Research Question

4.7 Parents’ Research Question

5. SUMMARY . CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Introduction

5.7 Summary of the Findings

5.3 Conclusion

5 4 TImplication of the Findings of the Study
5.5 Recommendations

SIBLIOGRAPHY

APPENDICES

42

42

43

48

55

57

59

63

&8

&8

68

69

70

71

74

78



TABLE

4.1

XV

LIST OF TABLES

PAGE

Male Students” Related Factors that
timit their attendance to Secondary
Schools 43

Female Students’® Related Factors that
Pramote their Secondary School _
Attendance 49

Male and Female Responsas with Regards

to Material Wealth acguisition of Males

who Attain Secondary Schools and those

males who do nob Attain 56

Male and Female Responses Reagarding their
Opinion about Attending Secondary Schools
in Anambra State 58

Distribution of Teachers Responses on the

opinion about males pursuit of wealth at

the expanse of Secondary Schoal 60
Education

Distribution of Teachers Responses on

Whether Fducatlional Pursuit wastes

males’® time and exposes them to

Mockery &0

Distribution of Teachers Response on
Males with only Primary Six Education
attaimmant Riding Flashy Cars and So
Forth 61

Distribution of Teachers Response on
thae aAccumulation of Wealth bv Males &2



®V1i

Distribution of Teachers®’® Resbonses on

Education Attainment without Accumula-
tion of Wealth

Distribution of Parents Responsas on
Males’ Acauisition of Wealth for

Recognition in the Socilety 63

Pistribution of Parents’ Responses on
the Opinion About Pecple Making
Copious Donations &4

Distribution of Parents’ Hesponsas on
Males Exhipbition of Wealth During
Ceremonies &5

Distribution of Parents Responses on

gpinion About Monevy as a source of
Power

&5



APPENDTX

éa

L‘I'E_'ﬁ"l' e SR RS T
R Ay | L HMrroimlbsloiow

Anambra State Secondary School
Population

Enuau State Secondary School
Population

TJable of Random Sampling

Stratification Sampling

pilot Study

Mathod of Data Analvsis

Students Questionnaire

Teachers Questionnaire

Parents Questionnaire

PAGE

78

79

a0

81

84

85

Q0

33



At_bﬁﬁﬁll‘rﬁ”f‘fﬁhlﬂ
moLML Y L I L1

pPlannina. Research and Statistics
Socio~Economic Status

Senior Secondarwv

®viii



1.

2.

NPERATTIONAI DEFTNTITION OF TERMS
ADVANTAGED - Paople who have hiagh socio~-sconomic

statug in the socisty. uwsually people who are

rich.
DELINQUENCY - Social problem mainly asseciated with
people in ade'---2nt aage. usually pupils in

secondary schools.

PISADVANTAGED ~ People who have low socio-economic

status. usually associated with poverty.

DYSLEXIA -~ People who suffer from word blindness,

such that they find it difficult to read or

wWwirite.

GIFTED CHILDREN ~  Children who have superior
intelligence that puts them in the upper two
parcent intelliaence aroup above their aqge
mataes.

HANDICAPPED - This describes children whose
educational performance is seriously hindered
by some mental. physical. emotional or social

conditions.



10.

i1.

DROP-0OUT

25X
- A condition in which people who originally
anrolled into & school Tail to finish the

course of study.

MALADJUSTED - Thase are people whose emotional

WASTAGE

WEALTH

YOUTH

difficulties are sufficientlvy marked and
prolonaed to make these children distress or

disturb the familvy or societv.

This is a aap created in school through

drop out of students in schools as regards to

costs effectiveness,

- Possession of money in such a wav that one
can freelyvy donate at functions like weddina.

naming ceremony. takina title and s¢ forth.

- Youths are referred to as children of

secondary school age. especially the male folk.
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TNTRODUCTION

1.1 Backaround Information to the Study

Thare has been concern over the *early school leavers’™ or
non completers”® or "education wastage’ which lead to drop-out
problems in Anambra State of Nigeria over the vears. The
drop~gut problems have brouaght up some controvarsies ovar the

causes and conseauences of early school leavina.

Wehlaage et al (1989:30) pointed out that recant attention
to the issue of early school drop-out is a part of a recurring
cvcle that occurs when historical and social conditions are
ripe in many counktries. The conditions usuwally spring from
some perceived national crisis or problem such as miaration
and technological development. These conditions have resul ted
in a perceived threat to the nation®s technological
superiority as in the casa of economic productivity. Today it

is qasnerallv accepted that about a auarter of vouths leave

secondary schoole before graduation.

According to Nwagwu (1976:90) the pattern of school drop

out in Nigeria presents a gloomy and disappointing picture.



Takina the enrolment of pupils in primary schools in the
formar Eastern Nigeria (Anambra. Imo. Cross-River and Rivers
States) as an example. in (19260) the population was 254.000
pupils but 1in (1964) the population dropped to 89.000.
approximately. &5% of the pupils leave schools before
completion over the four vear period of (1960) to (1964).
Similarly HNwagwu (1976:90} further pointed out that
Ministrv of Education Annual Reports of East Central State.
{(Anambra. Imo) between 1970 and 1972 reported that in 1970,
334 600 pupile enrolled in primary schools but in {1972) the
population was 103.000., approximately 68% lower. Population
of pupils in primarv schools Is the opredictor of the
population of students in secendary =chools as the primary
schonl population is the bedrock upan which thae population of

secondary schools is built.

Wehlage (1979:31) obzarved that despite the impressive
aain in school completion the current drop-out of wvouths in
sacondary schools signifieé a serious problem. There has been
the scarcitvy of gaood paid Jjobs open to non-secondarv school
completers. Economic indicators predict a continuing decrease
in jobs that relv on muscles rather than brain work. Farrant
{(1980:20) commented that the changing of the economic svsteam

of a country defines the serious consequences of dropping out



of school.

Historical research so far done in the field of school
drop.~out included studias done by fArvires (1909}, Gullick
(1910). Eckert and Marshall (19381, Cervantes (1965),
Rumberaer (1983) and Finn (1987) accordina to Wehlage
(1979:32). Wehlage et al (1979:32). further noted that
researchers like Fkstron et al (1986). Wehlage and Rutler
(1986) and Fine (1986) hiahlighted that there is strong
evidence that course failure and schoe) disciplinary problems
in combination with chaotic personal. social and TFfamily
backaround conditions contribute to students drop-out of

secondary schools without completion.

In view of the above assertions made by the researchers
like Wehlage and Rutler in Wehlage et al (1979:32) that social
and family conditions contribute to dropping out of school,
the pressnt researcher wishes to find out why males af
sacondaryvy school aage in Anambra State leave =zchoolas sarly
theraby causing drop-out problems in secondary schoeols in the

state.



1.2 Statement of the Problem

From the trend of events in Niaeria recentlv. manv males
of secondary school aae in Anambra State become ’earlv school
leavers” or ’'non-completers’ or 'drop-outs’ by abandonina

schools before completion.

This new develooment affects the male population in
secondarvy schools in Anambra State and the decrease in the
populalbion of males in Secondarv schools in the state would
arow worse if the speed at which these students abandon
secondary schools is not checked or reversed. Available data
at the Anambra State Fducation Commission reveal that the
numbers of females in secondary =chools in Anambra Stalte for
the period of this research (1991, 1992 and 1993) are areateq
Lhan the numbers of males. (see Appendix A). On the aother
hand. the population of males who attend secondary schools in

Enuau State is areater than that of females (see Appendix B).

The drop out of males in Anambra State secondarv schools
is causina a considerable measure of concern to the education
industry and the aovernment in Anambra State. One begins Lo
ask whalt could be Lhe cause of the male drop-out in Anambra
State Secondarv Schools? One could also ask. what factors

influence male drop outs in Anambra State Secondary Schools.



The problem of drop out of male students in Anambra State
Secondary Schools could adversely affect the existence of the
aducation industry in the stats. This is because if the
problem is not solved with prompt attention the situation
could be such that time would come when nearly all the males
in Anambra State Secondary Schools wauld drop out of secondary
schogls., The researcher therefore wants to address the issue
of male drop out In Anambra State Secondary Schools through
investigations and aftarwards recommend strateqalies Lo be taken

to find a lasting solution to the problem.

1.3 Purpase gf the Study

The objectives of this studv are:

a) To datermine the causes of declining male student

population in Anambra State Secondary Schools.

b) To determine the role of parents and teachers in
encouraaing male drop out in Anambra State Secondary

Schools.

c} To recommend measures that will help. to increasa
the number of males in secondary zschools in Anambra

State.



1.4 Research Questions

This study will provide answers to the followinag

agquastions:

a) wWhy is it that males of secondary school aas in
Anambra State appear not to be  interested in

schoolina any more?

B) Why is it that females of secondary =chool age in
&nambra State appear to be interested i1n schoeling

more than thelr male counterparts?

c) What roles do parents plavy in decisions regarding
males’ attendance at secondary schools in Anambra

State?

d) What are the actions of teachers towards guiding the

male students into not remaining at secondary school

in Anambra State?

1.5 Null Hvootheses

The following null)l hvpotheses have been postulated for

the study,



a)

o)

Thare is no aiandficant difference in the material
waalth possession acauired by males of secondary
school ags who join business ventures and those

malas of secondary school ags who continued with

aducation pursuit in Gnambra State.

There is no siandificant Jdl fference betwesn thea
Gpiniaon of male studants and Che apinion of Tamale
studenkts regarding the importance of secondary

achool educabion atitainmeant in Anambra State.

.6 Sianificance of the Study

This study is sianificant in the sense that:

b)

It would draw attention to the need to address a
potentislly decaving situation to that of male drop-

out in Anambra State Secondary Schools.

A nation’s human resources constitute its major
instrument for develooment. The more educated the
areater the possibilitvy that individuals will be
able to institutse chanas and bring about

devalopment.



c)

d)

It would orovide information to both parents and
teachers on the need to «qive studenis adequate
agquidance and counselling services that will help

them to complete secondarvy education career.

Tt would help the govermment to put up strategies on

how to tackle the problems of male drapg out in

anambra State Secondarv Schools.

The followinag assumptions are made Tor the studvy:

a)

b}

c)

Males nead aood education backaround to adjust
themselves to the socisty and contribute effectively

towards the nation’s economic growth.

It is tha responsibility of oarents, teachers and

government to train responsible citizens.

Teachers and government can develop appropriake
measures and strategies that can help to increase
the population of males in Anambra State Secondary

Schools.



d)

e)

It is assumed that senior secondarvy three students
(83 1I1) are more mature than anv other class of
students in the secondarvy school. These students
play and discuss freelv with their mates who are in
business and thevy are in the position to aqive
raliable answers regardina what their future

aspirations might be.

Parents and teachers have direct responsibility in

the upbringina of children.

1.8 Scope and Limitations to the Study

This study is delimited to students in S5 III {(senior

secondary

three) of Secondary Schools In aAnambra State

education svstem. their parents and teachers.

The constraint of the study is as follows:

ad

382 students were samplad for the studv. 42 copies
of the students® aquestionnaire reprasenting 11% werea
not recovered from the students., The analvses and
the findings of the study were based on 340 copias

of the guestionnaire recovered from the students and



10
on the BO copies of Lthe auestionnaire recovered from

teachers and parenlts.

b) Manvy parents and teachers failed to return their

auestionnaire.



23 Summary
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2.7 Benefit _of Schoolinag and Problems

According to Morris (1977:70) that the school is an
artificial institution set up for the purpose of socialization
and culture transmission for the people livina in a sociaty.
School has relations with political and aquasi-political
organizations which either by central or local government
controls the forms and means of the education oprovided.
Dubey. et al (1978:2) observed that schools are opened to
communities not onlv to preserve the culture and to maintain
continuity but also to bring about preoaressive chanaes.
Considerable personal sacrifice is made both in direct costs
and potential income Tforegone to provide education in ths
school setting to the vouths., In spite of such realization of
the benefits of enrolling in schogls. male dropout in schools
has come up to be one of the crucial problems of education.
Conant (1961:2) described the problem of school drop out as
the most sericus threat to the society and "social dvnamites’

that can blast the very society if not contirolled.

In anambra State, early schoonl leaving constitutes a
major source of social problem in recent times. HNwagwu (1976:
93) noted that the act of non~completion of school i3 seen as

wastage and the process of deserting school at soms
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from a =tudy 1 " na observed that sliahtly less than two
thirds of those students entering schools eventuallv complete

the six vears primary aducation.

Lichler (1962:2) alsco noted that the problem of non-
completars is equally an impertant concern in highly developed
countries like United States of America (U.5.4.). Inspire of
the high regards placed on education there., 40% of the
children still fail to complete their higher school career.
Shartzer and Stone (1977:18) further estimated the number of
con-completers in U.3.4A. to be one million students a vear.
The rate is considered to be high in laraer cities
parkicularly among the cultural disadvantaged aroups. %50%
noh—completers is recorded among the school children of aqges
between 1& vears and 17 vears. Brimmer and Pault (1972:1)
similarly observed similar trend in countries like England and

France.

lLichler (1962:1) observed that the prospect of non-
completers of secondary schools is bleak. Their uncertain
future in terms of emplovyment., their proneness to delinguency
and perhaps most important of all, their inabilities to make
use of their lives as fullv developed individuals stronalvy

reflact the gravity of social problems,. the non-completars
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create to ths entire society. In terms of economics of the
nation, especially to a developing country, non-comeletion of

the course of studies 0. -+ . i'w tragic waste of the

resources.,

2.3 Wastes of Resources Caused as
as a Result of Schoel Droo-uout
Shertzer and Stone (1971:20) noted that the reasons for
leaving school b-frr- completion were not simple. Numarous
ia2s have made it clear that deserting school is a complex
problem to which there is no simple solution., often
educational disability is attributed to low intelligence.
This is assumed ogn the basis that rarely do children who are
succasstul in school leave school prior to graduaticn.
Inspire of this popular pbelisf. recent ressarch studies tend
to indicate the contrarv. Miller {1968:35) observed that a
gsianificant proportion of vouths who desert school in U.S5.4.
is noted to be of above averaae’® aptitudes and abilities.
while amona those who complete schooling. a number of tham

were to be of a lesser intellectual capabilitv.

Brimmar and Pault (1972:15%) classified the possible
causes Tor deserting school into educational. social and

morbidity. Ten criteria were used to evaluate this
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classification rangina from ’“excessive absence’ to ’low

scoras’ on standardized =scores.

Nwaawu (19756:93) noted that wastage that results from
drop out in schools remains unfilled because of larae numbers
of children who fail to complete school career. Nwaawu
(1976:97) further emphasized that the problem of wastaas that
results from school drop ocut could make the planned
development of education svstem almost iwmpossible. The
situation would be such that education planners cannot
estimate how much money. teachers. classrooms and other
facilities needed over a iven period of time at wvarious
levels of education. MNor can economic planners estimate the
country’s manpower output at different skill levels since many
people do not complete given stacges of their education.
Moreover. the emplovment market will be difficult to control
because nobodyvy can quess at what rate,. staae or point in tims

J0b seekers will flow into the market.

Effect on Schoeol Population

2.4 Social Backaround Status and Its

Mueller (1976:279) pointed out that svery study and
public comment on schoclina places strona emphasis on the
effacts of socio-economic status (5.E.S.) upon the number of

students that enrol in schools at a given time. In the
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cultural and economic status. pepple 1n low soclg-ecgnomic
laddar of a country are classified as ’disadvantaaed’™ after
the “privileged” usuallv reqarded as “advantaagsd’ and then in

the centre is the ‘average’ or “middle class’.

Crow {1966:11 noted that research shows the sams pattern
of classification in America. Europe. Asia and Africa. In
countries like Y.35.a. and Britain. the importance of sgcio-
economic status has influence on learning of children and has
an adverse effect on the learning of the ’disadvantaged’.
Shertzer and Stone (1972:14) submitted that soclo-economic
status has powerful bearinag on one’s social beshaviour. one’s
attitudes, wvalues. likes and dislikes are affected by his

socio~economic status of life in the society.

Boocock (1972:23) indicated that recent research studies
confirm the existence of hiah correlation between a persaon’s
aspiration and his soclio-aconomic status. Advantaged persons
are less fatalistic. forward loocking and exhibit hiah
aspilrations while the disadvantaged persons demonstrate
dramatically opposite characters. The relationship between
sogio~aconomic status and achievemant is alwavs consistent. no
matter whether the measure of status is occupation of the

father. education of paraents. income of the family or the
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combination of these. socio-economic status remains the most
important predictor even in the face of the sianificant

variable-ability.

Murad (1973:25) observed that the oroblems faced by the
disadvantaged child are many. He lacks the tanaible assets of
Lthe advantaaed like verbal or oral skills. literate parents
and howe conditions that can stimulate intellectual
development durina Lthe pre-school period. Dubey et al
(1978:25) noted that children from the low socio-economic
stalus are raised in conditions of areater restrictivenass,
Control is more directly exercised. Both parents probably
work and evervone contributes to keep Lhe familv funcbtionina.
Resources are scarce nothina could be wasted. Mueller
(1976:283) hiahliahted that the absence of «aood livina
conditions hinder academic development. Once a child cannot
internalize orientations that would oromote his academic
develooment. his academic achievement is affected. Commenting
on the pliaht of the disadvantaaed child. Crow (1966:6) said
that once the environment itself is not conducive to Lhe
coaniltive development of the child. he normally assumes
domestic responsibilities at an eairly aae. because his horizon
of expectation is limited to the immediate enviromnment and of

hie parents, he hardly is proud of his home. He often
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displays an attitude of indifflference and defiance or even
destrucltiveness and a =zanse of detachment from Lhe school
vrocgses. Hanca as a consequence ., Lhe dizadvantaged wmav not

complete a course of studies at school.

Svenson (1962:28) oeinted oul that inter-relationship
between low socle-economic status and school enrolment can be
sean also in a different parspective. In some societies.
tradition and cultural heritage reauire one Lo place education
relatively 4L a hiah level in Lhe hierarchy of persopal avals.
In such societies. an individual wmav in spite of the
consequential effects of  his immediate disadvantaged
situation. sustain sufficient motivation to remain in school.
In such situation Lhe cumulative effects of low socio-economic
status is obvious. Systematic research studies have confirmed
the close inter-relationshio.s that exist between "educational
attalmment” and the guality of "envivonment”™ under which one

lives.

Individual socio-sconomic status in aeneral determines
one’s level of education. Keyserlina (1966:2) reported thatl
amonag those who live under low socio-cconomic sbatus in U.S.A.
44% of tham had less Lhan sight vears of aducation while onlv

a further 5% reached to colleag level. Napisr (1972:7)
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dascribed education as the "most powarful instrument’® man has

vel davised for his own improvement.

Duroijaive {1972-128) observed that howaver,., in spite of
auch public realization and increased facilities, many
develobed countries have come to realise that education
instead of reducing the socio-economic imbalances and also
being én instrument of change has turned out as a means of

conservina the prevailina status quo.

Lee (1972:60) noted that for the advantaged the cost of
education is two folds unlike it is for the advantaged. He
has to overcome the phvsical expenditure of schooling in terms
of fees, books and related costs and also increased school
attendance deprives the familv of immediataly earnina power
which 1s in the form of farm labour or other casual labour.
On the other hand, the advantaged is able to consolidate and
fortify his social position hence resulting to a kind of

parpetuation of his social status.

Fafunwa (1974:170) obsarved that religion and politics
are other factors which plav noticeable roles in encouraaing
drop-oulb. 0One hears the argument that religQion is responsible

for the spread of education in some areas and lack of it in
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others. According to  this araument. the christian
missionaries spread Western (christian} education and the
Muslims resisted it as an alien ideoloay. Even today. in
rural areas mainly. Muslim parents are skeptical of the value
of western education, while manv view it as a destructive

force opposed to their wav of 1life.

Boocock in DuBev (1978:29) noted that there tends to be
difference in ethnic and cultural groups in terms of thair
attitudes towards education. Ressarch in Lhe United Kinadom
(U.K.) and U.5.A. shows different levels of aspirations for
children amona parents of different ethnic aroups. In
Nigerilia. there are apparently different response rates in
terms of demand for education and attendance in Schoolsﬂin
different areas of the countrwv. Whereas in some southern
provinces of Nigeria nearly all school-aae children are
attendinag school. in Northern provinces of Nigeria nearivy all
school aage children are attending schoeol. 1in HNorthern
provinces as little as 5 percent of the school aags population
was in school attendance prior to the Universal Primarv

Education Scheme.

DuBay et al (1978:23) emphazised that socio-econamic

status (S.E.3.) is however. the bast predictor of sucrcess or



failure in school amona other <social backaround variables.
The hiaher the S.E.S. students are the hiaher students are
more likelv to finish their education career in the education
svstem. The lower the S5.E.S. students have. the less. likely
Lhev are to finish their education career for their failure to

meet up wilth education cost and demands.

rd
(%]

Environmental Factors an Social Development and

Their Effects on Secondarv ?School Drop Out

Environment embi aces the physical. economic. social and
cultural conditions that orevail in the world and the forces
emanatinag from these that influence human development.
Farrant (1980:90) observed that nationalism. racialism. class
canscilousness and delinauency are all acknowledaements of the
effects of social envirommenl on human behaviour and the
develooment of personality. When people speak of the
excitable aualities of the Latin races. the unemotional
character of the Analo-Saxons., the bustlina American and the
inscrutable Chinese. these so called national characteristics

are not inherited. thev are the result of social environment .

Schofield (1975:107) observed that social development is
the learning associated with the learnina of habits responses

and attitudes throuah members of the familvu and throuah wider



circles of friends., relalives and Lhe people of one:s
community. their religion, nalion and continent. The cutcome
of how people feel towards other people is how people have
been tauaht Lo Ffeel by direct and indivect means throuah
Family and friends outside the family. The values held by
friends may be different from the child’s own and so he
dreszes like his friends. enijoys Lheir music. enber tainment,

amusement and Iinfact becomss parbt of their aroup.

Wehlage (19872:36) asseirted that much of Lhe ressarch of
diop out legavinag sincea the 1960s has typically examined a
sampla ©f dreop, out in terms of the personal and social
characteristics they had in common. B8y focusing exclusively
on their coamon personal and social characteir istics. school
diop oul appear doaviant, deficient or nealiagaent with reaard to
achool. This feocus contributed to the pathological view of
those vouthe articulated by Finn's analysis of 1987 in the
book called “Reducina the Risk". In Finn's analysis. Lhe
description of =soma youths as deviant and the product of
patholoaical circumstances served to deflect attention away
from problems in the school itself. Throuah a series of case
studies cervantes (in Wehlage., 1989:32) developbed social-
poycholoaical portrait of school, drop-outs. He claimed to

have discovered a "variant breacd of tesnagers’. They ware a
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social problem who have ’clumsily dvsfuncticnal® in the
computer-praecise. machine oriented. ’communication saturated
spciety’. He predicated drop outs would have become “cut law

pack’s . who could pot be absorbed in the society.

Froo ' study case data, Cervantes {in Wehlaas, 1989:35)
arrived at a list of bipolar characteristics that distinguish
the drop out from the garaduates. His list of characteristics.

pairing dropn outs against graduates include:

Radio/holistic

Class-bound/conservative

Proletarian/capitalistic

Affect~less/affectionate v
Hvpoeractive/alert

Sexual exploitina/monogamous

Pouble standard/single standard

Pawn of environment/Master of envirorment

From a contemporary persopective. ' ‘- (in) Wehlaagse.
197%:33) exoressed the opinion that Cervantes’s wvalue and
fanciful characteristics appeared to be a2 form of unwarranted
nagative labeling. Ordinarily some of his cateqories would

have seemed humorous except that thev reflected a rersistent



definition of the problam that continues aven to the present.

The crime for which the highest percentaae of persons are
found auilty today i=s larceny - thiz is an acauisitive.
affluent =ociety in which man is encouraasd peroetually Lo
acauire. te buy. to have, Those who lack the ability. or the
enthusiasm. o work honestly Lo acauire. are led to a
differant form. of acaquire. are led to a differant form. of
acauisition to theft, to embezzlement and to border line
activity. Morcish (1977:74) commentina about the crime wave.
said that the chief Liaison Officer of a laras London Boroudh.
pxpresacd the opinion that already a hiah percentage of the
ciimes committed are offence by children and vouths stil)
attendina schools. Much of their delinquency is motivated by

frustration. =tress. anomie and boredom.

Morrish (19778:75) Furthar stressed Lhat crimea appears Lo
ba basicallv an uvirban oproblem. The increasing number of
larac-sel f sarvice ztores with oven counters must inevitably
bring a tise in the number of cases of shop liftina and cettv
latceny. Similarly, wobtor vehicles have become moie and mope
the preserve of Lhe criminal includina the petty iuvenile
thiel as well as bhe highly oraanised cilwinal coterie. Othes

crimes commiltied by juveniles include bBreaking and sinter ing,
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In his contribution. Adamu (1981:5) opined that crime
rates are hiah in societies in which drua peddlers and
dealers,. pimps. hustlers., hoodlums. member runners. thieves
and gamblers are agiven some respect for their success and the
"outside” dominant society is partially reijected for its
corruption. hypocrisy and discrimination. Young peonle who
arow up in the surroundinas can thus avail themsalves of a set
of rationalizations and excuses for taking part in crime. for
vandalism to robbery and even the law abiding see little
advantage in cooperating with the police. Thus the social

prassure on the individual to aveid delinauency are not high.

Anonvmous (1983:5) commented that for two long. Nigarians
have persistently reacted to crime and punishment rather
imprudently. preferring to emphasize and prolona the
punishment of crime. inevitably losing sight of the
possibility of reforming 1its perpetrators and thereby
encouraaing a more widespread rejection of crime. If
Nigerians are genuinely interested in the absorbinag of ax-
convicts intg societv. thev nust start immediately to de-
emphasise the punitive aspect of the conviction and initiate
measures aimed at thelr reformation right from behind the

wall.
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About two decades aqo. it was alwavs the desire of
Nigerian vouths particularly the vouths in Anambra state to qo
throuah secondary school sducation. Emeasgba (1993:8)
submitted that then the educated vouths brought the hope of a
brighter tomorrow to the families. The esducated vouths were
reverad like demo-gods partly bscause of the enviable luxury
and comfort they lived in. These educated vouths views were
alwavs sought and taken seriouwsly in mattars of important
decisions among their towns’ men. It was alwavs a thinag of
jov and a sourca of pride as those educated vouths felt

wanted. charished and belonaed to the society,

In recent times. the reverse has been the case.
Commenting on the presant quest for waalth by the vouths these
davs. Olaifa and Bankole (1993:8) observed that it is not
uncammon these days to ses a crop of school dropouts turned
business toutls. beina accorded undeserved honour by the
society ostensibly because of the enormous wealth at their
disposal while their better aqualified and wmuch more
disciplined counter-parts . possibly renowned professors with
chains of acadenic dJdedqarees are abklect penury. Emeasoba
(1993:8) observed that all these unbecoming attitudes of the
araduates of these davs make them rejected, dejected and

frustrated. Todavy violence is the order of the dav. One can



scarcely read newspapsis and magazines or listen to radio new
or watch telovision without shuddering at vielent crimes
including aread, bribery. corruption. embezzlement, muider.
armed robbecy, Tvnching and hasts of other crines - committed
iiainly by vouths - all thess obnoxicus attitude of the vouths

are in auest for material wealth.

Dkighn (19097:21) opined that:

The areatrst social revolution of the
20th century i3 the rise of the teenaasr.
Hae has re-definsd the public tastes in
music . dietary habits. leisure, violence,
and clothes., sophisticated technigues and
somctimes prominent personalities and
super heroes have predisposed the vouths
mostly of secondarv wchopl age to the use
of violence and mean techniques when thev
ara frostrated in the effort to acquire
weallth guickly, .

Many vouths have been badly influenced by violence caused
by such wars like Gulf-war, Somalia or Bosnia. South Africa.
Liberia, war films., borxing heroes in ferocious albtacks like
Michael Tvson. Wrestling here warriois like the "Unde: takers’.
*Big Buzzaman® . "Ultinate Warrior” . “Hulk Hoaan' and so forth,
Quite a 1ot of writars of various shades have written airticles
decrvinag crime in our cociety and some have offered several

useful suaaestions to check it but as if the criminals canvert



more paopla tharn the relicious crusaders. The moral baromster

aof crime in the country todavy is further ingicating DANGER,

2.7 Psycholeoagical Factors that Affect.
Population of vouths in Sscondary Schools

It is necessarv for one to sxplore some pf the conditions
that promote crime in Nigeria so that thev might lead one to
its’: possible affective control if not its’® curse. Okorie and
Ezeii. (1988:54) noted that the absence of good lucrative work
and gqood working conditions have psychological effects on ths
vouths and may 1lead to anxietv. depression and somatic
symptoms among the vouths, These psvycholoalical effaects on the
vouths are present in Migeria today. When gne recognises that
aftter spending six vears in secondary school. most youths faill

to secure acod paving jobs, Adamu {(1981:3) observed that

various crimes of tod - ~» committed bv the unemploved vouths
hence work is to -© . lerstood in terms of its value to the
society.

Some writers arqued that it is unemployment that breed
criminals 1in the socisty. Another school of thought
attributes tIr - 3ing rate of crime to the ever increasing
wild disparity between the affluent few in the society who

display their wealth, that makc some people feel it is a crime
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to be poor and so in their desperation to elevate their social

status., thev turned hardened criminals.

Jamisenia (1981:4} blamed the crime in the societvy and
also tracsd the cause to the semi-literate elementary school
laaver<, who no lonaer be able to fit into active villaae
1ife would midrate to the city exeellaed by the attractions of
the cinema. niaht clubs, Jjobless and without means to take
liberty with the new amenities. the vounaster would doin

thousandzs of other lumpen elements who lived at their wits.

Oniabande (1993:5) suaqezted that 1f the society and the
world, were to survive the obvious social crizes ahead without
beina torn apart by violence and anarchy. then people must
prepare the future Jlesaders now throuah sound education

backaround about severe frustration and conflict.

It must be noted that many authors like Morrish
(1977:78). Adamu (1981 :5Y Oniabande (1993:5) and others have
expressed the opinion that boredom. frustration and illiteracy
are vouths to gommittina erimes like bhreaking and entering.
larcenv. pilferina. robberv. wviolence. sexual offence and
vandaliam. Jemisenia (1997:6) suagested that if soup?”

education backarpund is aiven in the early vears tn the vouth



there wnuld be no doubt whethar <secondary school edocation
wourld nlay mainr role in rcombatina most of the crimes
committed in Niaeria sorietv todav. This is because Brameld
(1945 :452) emphacired that education creates new social order
that fulfille the basic values of people’s culture and at the
same time harmonizes the undarlvina social and sconomic forces

of the modern world.

2.8 Relavance of fducation From the Philosoohical

Point of View and the Nead to Increase

Secondarv School Population

Schofield (1975:36) noted that criteria for education
implies the transmission of what is worth while to those who
become committed to it, involves knowledae and understandinag
and saome sort of perspective which is naot inert. Fducatian
also rules out come procedures of transmission on the arounds
that they lack wittinaness and wvoluntariness on the part of

the learnar

In order to make education. sensible to measure up the
demands of the standards for education. the criteria for
tolerance includes willinaness to listen to the speech and to
asse=s<s the artions of all people. obiectively and rationpally

willinanesse to assess. aaain rationallv and obiectivelv. the
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speak and act. and for those who are affected bv such speech
and action. Wood and Barrow (1977:25) hiaohliaghtad the

knowledas which should be the econcern of a2ducational
institutions as knowledae related ko thinas of the mind. to
the develncment of the mind. intellectual pursuits. the sort
of thinas that will then be ruled in will be thinas like the
studv of physics. hi=stnrv, chemistrv, literature, philosophy.
hinlony,. mathematics, and the sorts of thighs that will be
ruled nut will be thinas like hair dressina. bus drivina.
shop-keepina and whatever. Even if the latter sorts of thinas
involve mental capacities the dustpan must think to remove
contents of the dustbin and npot the contents of the car that
haopens to be standina next to it - these mental capacitie=s
are at a low order compared to the one to be exaercised bv a
ohyvsicist or a2 philosopher as to be classified in the entirelv

di fferent cateaorv

Archabanlt (1974:122) expracsaed the onininn that
knowledae is separated into a pumber of distinct forms and
muat he learnad under a <wchonl settinn. These formz of
knowledae are not mere collections of information but rather
‘comnlex wavs of underetandina experience’ which man must

arhieve
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ree T (19£49:4) summarized what the aims of education
ouaht tno be by gquotina from the ohilosorhical point of view in

the words of aristotls:

A= thinas are - mankind are bv no means
aaraead about the thinos to be tauaht,
whether wa look to virtus or the best of
virtue life. HNeither is it ¢Glear whether
education is more concarned with
intellectual or moral virtue. The
existing oractice is perplexina. no one
knowina on what orincinles we should
proceaed - should the useful in life. or
should wvirtus. or should the hiaher
knowledage ba the aim of our training. all
three copinions have been entertained.
Again about the means there i1s no
aareement for diffarent persons. startinag
with different 1ideas about nature of
virtue. naturallvy disaaree about the
practice of it.

Randson (19093:340) discussed the aims of education from
democratic point of view by pointing out that tha organising
principles of the market makes assumptions about the public,
about their orientation. capacities and resources. When
individuals pursue their own interssts. it iz claimed they
will benefit societv as well as themselves.s Gullason
(1989:288) opined that a areat deal of consumption value is
associated with one particular form of human capital - a

college education.
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Many colleae experience vield consumption value. These
include learnina experiences associated with classroom
instruction, attendina classes with fellow students. eniovina
on - campus events. such as dances. aames, concerts and anvy
other social or academic experiences that vield satisfaction
to the individual are the processes of schoolina which are
undertaken. Kneller (1971:126) observed that from the
praamatist ooint of view. wvalues abound evervwhere in
aducation. thev are involved in everv aspect of school
practice. They are basic to all matters of choice and
daci=ion-makina. Brameld (1965:6) noted that education leads
to a profound chanas in the minds of men. so that the enormous
tachnnloaical power at a nation’s disposal mav be used to
create rather than to destrov. ’fducation is Power’ and that
the maioritvy of people should throuah their freelv chosen
representatives. control all fundamental economyv. political

and social policies of the societv.

2.9 Sjgpmmary

ITn this literature review. an attempt was made to review
the possible causes of male dron—-nut problem in Anambra State
Secondarv Schools. It was discovered that social. and

oayvcholoaical factars are amona one factors that help to
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decrease the enrolment of vouths in schonls.

In other to find out the causes of male droo out in
Anambra State Secondarv Schools. this chanter is arranaed into

nine main sub-headinas .

wehlaae (19R89:34) stronaly emphasised that persopal.
pavcholoaical and socia)l problems contribute to male dronout

of achools before comnletion.
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RESEARCH DESICGN AND METHODS

Z.Y Introduction

Tn this =study, the recsearcher adopted the cuestionnaire

a=s the research instrument for the study. This is because

manv epxperts in Fducational Research like Best (1977:224).
DMaitan and Mowke (1988:71) recommend the use of auestionnaire

and a four point Likert Ratina Scale as aood instruments for

collectina information from respondents in educational

rezearch,

Three sets of auestinnnaire were desioned to collect

information from three arouns of resnondents namelv. the
students . teachers and parents. The students auestionnaire
was dividad into parts A. B and €. Part A consistad of jtems

aimed at collectina personal information from the students.
Part B. had 1720 items desianed to ask auestions to find out
the reasons why males of secondary achool ane do not remain in
school Part €. had 10 items which asked auestions on whv

females of the same aae aroup attend secondary school more

than their male counterparts in Anambra State
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The other two sets of questionnaire were designed for
teachers and parents respectively to enable the researcher
find ocut whether parents and/or teachers in any wav entouraae

male students to stay awav from school.

3.2 Population of the Study

The population of the study was made up of all the
students in Anambra State Secondary Schonls. Also parsnts and

teachers of the students in Anambra State secondarvy schools

were involved.

The data avai®>~-+1= at Plannina/Research and Statistics
(P.R.2.) of Anambra State Fducation Commission. Headauarters,
Awka An - ot 1992 shows the number (in Aopandix A) as
the students population in Secondary Schools in the State
durina the 1992/93 academic vear. The total population of

male and female students as shown is 114, 481 students. This

copulation was used as a basis for selecting the sample.

.3 The Sample aof the Study

The students population for the academic vear 1992/93 was
114_481. A= this schonl vear was the vear of the studv the

sample for the study was based on this population. Ugina
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Kreiere and Moraan’s table for determinina sample size from a

agiven pooulation. the sample for student’s population was

represented by 382.

This sample size was drawn randomly usina stratified
Random samplino Technigue for the five esducation Zones in
Anambra State. The stratification of the students nopulation
is shown in (Aopendix D}, The five Education Zones in Apambra
State include Azuata, Awka, Npewl. Oaidzi and Onitsha. The
stratification made it possible to drawn 154 males students

and 228 Females students randomly from the five zonas,

Also parents and teachers were randomlv sampled From each
of the five aducation zones. 154 males and 288 females wera
sampled respectivelv. {See appendix C - Kreicie and Moraan
(1970:607) table for dsterminina sample size from a given

pooulation).

3.4 PRezcripticon of Instrument for Data Collsction

The guestionnaire and a five point Likert Ratina Scale
were used ¥for the ' The auestionnaire was accompaniad
introductorvy letters to the students. teachers and

parents. The Likert Rating Scale was assianed codes as 4, 3,
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2 and 1. stand for Stronaly Aoree {(SA). Aares {4}, Disagree

{DY and Stronalv Disaqaree (SD) respectively.

A auestionnaire item with a mean score of 3.00 and above
or approximately 3.00 was accepntad as a responsible factor why
male dron out exists in Anambra State Secondary School. Gn
the other hand. a auestionnaire item with a mean score below

2.9 w Yected azs not being a factor responsible for male

drop out in rthe stata.
3.5 Validity and Reliability of the Instrument

The face validitv of the instrument used for collectina
data for this study was done by the rasearcher’s supervisors.
Then the instrument was qgiven to experts who validated the
adeauacy of the instrument for the studv. The researcher also
carried out a nilot studvy to ascertain thes content and
construct validity of the instrument (See Aopendix FY for

E

pilot study v

3.6 Adminiaxratiqn"Ofuthe_auestionnairs
Permi— " 13 obtained from each of the school

nrincioals for the studv before the administration of the
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questionnairs. Some teachers in the schools visited helpad
the researcher to administer the auestionnaire o the
students. The researcher exnlained why the students should

fill ip the cuestionnalire independently.
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4.1 Introduction

The purpose of this chapter is to present the analvsis
and the interpretation of the data. discuss the findinas based

aon the research auestions raised in Chapter 1.4.

Three sets of ausstionnaire were aiven to the three tvpes
of respondents namelv the students. the teachers and the
parents. A total of 382 covies of questionnaire were for the
studanta. 0Quft of 382 copies of the gquestionnaire aiven to the
students. 240 copies were recovered. 80 copies were recovered
from teachers and parents. Tha datails of the items in the

guestionnaire for the students. teachers and parents are given

in fAvpendices H. I. J respectively.

The method of opresentation is in accordance to the
research auestions stated below and the null hvpotheses for

the study.
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1 7 Research Question 1

Why iz it that males of secondary school age in Anambra

State appear not to be interested in schoolina anvy more?

To determine the respondents opinion on the above
re=search auestion. the items 1-10 in the students’

guestionnaire have been broken as shown in Table 4.1 below.

Table 4.1 Male students Related factors that Limit Their

Attendance to Secondary Schools
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have been made as follows:

Wealth is pasily acauired throuah business than

thraouah education.

Business tvecoons ride flashy cars more than students

who spend manv vears pursuinag education.

Business people donate more asnarously at important

functions than professors.

Manv business peaople have mbre impressive houses

than peonle who are educated.

Many business people faad bettsr and belona to

famous clubs than the educated people.

Business people marry much earlisr in lifa than the

educated peonle.

Many people in the society have more respect for
succassful businesamen who have enarmaus waeal th than

the professor.
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h) Business people accumulate monev at vounaer aae with
which to support themselves at old aae more than the

educated people.

The main purpose of this part of the study was to find
out why males of secondary school aace in Anambra State appear
not to he interested in schoolina anvy morae. The respondents’®
opinion reflected the fact that many youths in Anambra State
have ambition for wealth acauisition at the expense of
education oursuit. The ambition for auick material wealth
acaquisition could ba attributed to the fact that many people
in the society are not enliahtened on the need for education
especially the need to use education to tackle the problems of
economic depression. The aquest for wealth presently amona the
youths in the atate portravs a aloomy future for the vouths in
Anambra State to join their efforts toaether with the other
educated vouths from other parts of the countrv to work hard

towards the arowth of the nation’s economy.

It could also be inferred that the auest for wealth
acquisition contributed areatly to the decrease of male
anrolment in secondarv schools in Anambra State. It is
therefore important that the aovernment and the educationists

could evolve means and measures to re-direct the interast.
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attention and desire of wvouths back to the oursuitr of

education bafore the pursuit of wealth.

4.3 Research Question

[E1 3 it that females of secondary schoel age in @nambra
State appear to be intarested in schooling more than their

male counterparts?

To determine the respondents’® opinien an tha above
research question, the items 11-20 in students questionnaire

havae been broken as shown in table 4.2 below.
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Female Students Related Factors That Promote
their Secondary School Attendance

E 2

ITEMS

X

3D

11. Females
do not want
to expose
themselves
to material
wealth like
males

Q0

100

2.9900

1.4318

12. Females
believe that
reputation
throuah
aeducation
acquisition
is more
valusd in
the society
than
material
wealth
acauisition

85

100

45

110

340

3.3125

1.4698

13. HMany
famales hope
that
secondary
school
education
will help
them get
married
aguickly

120

100

27

3

340

3.0375

1.4988

14. Since
wivaes of
many wealthy
paople are
hiaghly
educated
many female
students
have similar
aspiration

130

120

27

63

3.0025

1.5268
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19. Many 100 | 90 45 105 240 3.1375| 1.4745
people in
the society
axpregss the
opinicn that
education is
for the
female while
monhay is for
the male

20. Many 110 65 A7 128 3401 3.0225 | 1.5482
females work
hard to aain
leadership
rele in the
society
throuah
secondary
school
aducation

N.B Acceptance or Raijection was based on the mean scores
i of students responses. This is contained in Chapter
t Z.4,

tThe findings in respect to research question 2 - why
females of secondary school age in Anambra state appear to be
more interested 1in schooling wmore than their male
caounterparts, as shown in Table 4.2 above., the following
findings have been made;

{

“a) Females do not want to expose themselves to material

wealth like malss.

) Females believe that reputable through education
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e)

)

h)
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acquisition is more valued in the society than

material wealth acauisition.

Many females hope that secondary school)l education

will help them get marvried auickly.

Many women aspire to become wives of wealthy people
and it is through esducation acquisition that thelr

aspiration would come true.

Females wha are educated can face the challendges of

aalloping inflation in Nigsria society.

A woman can liberate herself in todav’s society

throuagh aood education than through business.

Females aim at plaving dual roles in the society by
working and at the same time performing domestic

duties.

Fducated women can marry anvone they like whether

rich or poor and vet live comfortable lives.



53

a) Females aim at plaving dual roles in the societv bv

working and at the same time performing domsstic

duties.

. h) Educated women can marry anvone they like whether

rich or poor and vet live comfortable lives.

i) Many pecople in the society express the opinion that

! education is for female while money is for males.

Tt
‘ot

Many fTemales work hard to gain leadership role in

the societv throuagh secondary school education.

The main purpose of this part of study was to find out
why females of secondary school age in Anambra Stats appear
mora interested in schooling than their male counterparts.
The respondents opinion reflected the obinion of peoplea

towards female education pursult in Anambra State.

This opinion towards female education purzsuit could imply
that females having interest in schooling nowadays could be
attributed to women’s liberation. Miller (1978:36) observed
that one of the reasons why females are more positivelw

inclined toward education is attributed to the changinag world



of female endeavors called the liberation of women”. This
liberation movement started in 1840 in Senaca Falls, New York.
The purpese of this liberation convention included expanding
women’s emplovment and educaticonal opportunities. Although
the movement seemed to be centered in the United States in the
1950s the use of mass media made it possible for the demand of
women in other parts of the world to be met. Miller (1978:58)
further stressed that "with the new women’s awareness in
talevision. radio. magazine. nawspapers and st forth. it is
noﬁ surprising that the labour force participation has

increasad for women as a whole.

In Anambra State presently, teaching occupation in
primary and secondary schools is predominated by females.s
Appendix K showed the data awvailable at Anambra State
Education Commissicon, awka for 1993/94 Special Science
Entrance Examination Result. In that Entrance Examination.
prass mark for female candidates was S points below the fTemale
pass make. Despite the fact that the males’ pass mark was
balow that females’: pass mark bv 5 oointg. the number of
females who sat and passed the entrance examination was
areater than the number of males. In Anambra Local Government
Area of Anambra State (see Appendix J). for instance. the onlv

male candidate who sat for the entrance examination failed the
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entrance examination.

This failure of that male candidate in the entrance
examination is an evidence that no male candidate from that
local qgovermnment area entered into special science secondary
school in 1993/94 academic vear. The low male enrolment in
secondary schools in Anambra State is therefore a crucial

praoblem which neads immediate solution.

4.4 NHHLLMHXEQLhﬁﬁiﬁwl

\There iz no significant difference in the freauency of
res indents regarding the material wealth acquisition of males
of ;jlondary school age who joined business ventures and those
male# of secondarvy school age who continued with education
purs&it in Anambra State.

iThe responses of 340 students made up of 134 males and

|

206 females ware summned under “agree’ and ’disaaree’ in table

4.2 below.
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Taple 4.3 Male and _Female Responses with Regards to

Material Wealth Acauisition of Males who attain

Attain.

ITEMS AGREE DISAGREE TOTAL
1 178 162 340
2 182 158 340
3 171 169 340 i
4 155 185 340 -
5 162 178 340 |
é 195 145 340
7 195 145 340

i 8 165 175 340 |
9§ 200 140 340 |
10 190 150 340

To test this hvoothesis. chi-gsguare was used using the

table 4.3 above, it was a chi-square of 26.01 with probability
ofﬁ 0.020 and degree of freedom of 9 was found to be
significant. Therefore there is significant difference in the
maierial wealth acauisition of males who attain secondary
schools and those who do not attain secondary schools in the
stj:a. It then stands that those males who joined business

ventures acauire more wealth than those ones who continued

with secondary school education in anambra State. It

E
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thérefcre implies that male drop-out exists in anambra State

Secondary Schools.

4.5 Null Hypothasis II

There is no sianificant diftference in the freauency of

respondants of males and females with regards to their opinion
in attending sacondary schools in Anambra State.

“ The responses of 340 students made up of 134 males and
206 females were also summed up under “agrse’ and ‘disagree’

1n;table 4.4 helow.
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Tablgwﬂﬁ4 Male _and Female Responses Regarding  their
: Opinion About Attendina Secondary Schools in
‘ Anambra State

ITEMS AGREE DISAGREE TOTAL

|1 ! 190 150 340
2 185 155 340
3 220 120 340 I
4 250 90 340 |
5 215 125 340 |
6 200 140 | 340 i
7 200 140 340 |
8 200 140 340 |
9 190 150 340 i
10 175 165 340

To test this hvoothesis. chi-square was used. Using the

table 4.4 above. 1t was a chi-sguare of 50.22 with probability

. 0000 and dearee of freedom of 9 was found to be

:ficant. Therefore there is significant difference in the
opingun of males and females regarding attendance of secondary
school in Anambra State. It therefore stands that femalsas
attaqd sacondary schools more than males in anambra State

Seconﬁary Schools.
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Although it is good that femalas should be well educated

to|fit in well in the society there is need to match female

level of education with their male counterparts so that the
seétor of economv where males are expected to olav the
leadershin role is not taken over by females. The manpower
development of a nation needs to be balanced. The government

is/ expected to take urgent steps or measures to remedy the

situation bsfore it is late.

4.6 Teachers’ Research Question

K

i What are the actions of teachers towards guiding the male
stﬁdents into not remaining at secondarvy school in Anambra
Stqte?

. The items that answer the actions teachers play in
auiding male students into not remainina at secondary school

inFAnambra State were drawn from Teachers® Questionnaire in

'
Appandix H.
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Table 4.5 Distribution of Teachers Responses on the
Opinion About Males Pursuit of Wealth at the
fxpense of Secondarv School Education

ii CATEGORY FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE _i
% faree 30 75
d Disaaree 10 ‘ 25 o
ltotat  ja0  ]1o00

Based on the item on whether males could pursue wealth at
the expenses of secondary school education, 30 teachers
reprasentina 75 percent aarseed that it is better for male
students to move into business ventures at the expense of

secondary schonl education for wealth acauisition.

Table 4.6 Distribution of Teachers Responses on Whether
Fducation Pursuit Wastes Males’ Time and
Fxposes them to Mockery

i CATEGORY o E FREQUENCY i PERCENTAGE

{QQFEE } 35 87.50 i
j Disaaree 5 o i=Z2550 ___1‘
jtora. {40 ji0 |

Based on the item on whether education pursuit wastes
males® time and exposes them to mockery by their male

counterparts who are in business. 35 teachers representina
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87.50 percent aareed that education wastes males’ time and

exposes the educated males to mockery bv their male

counterparts who move into business after oprimarv six
education.
Table 4.7 Distribution of Teachers Responses on Males

with Onlv Primary Six Ffducation Attainment
Ridina Flashy Cars and so Forth

| caTecoRy f_gggousnc; | PERCENTAGE i!
IEF Aaree 1 32 80 ;!

Disagree /8 120 I!
lTotax {40  li0 ]

Based on the item on the opinion of teachers about males
with Primary School Education ridina flashy cars. 32 teachers
representina 80 per cent aareed that once a male passes
primary six. what is required of him is to ride flashy cars
and erect maanificent buildinas rather than to pursue

education.
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Table 4.8 Distribution of Teachers Responses on the
Accumulation of Wealth by Males

I CATEGORY ] FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE ___Fqli
EE Aaree 36 o |Il
Il pisaaree 4 . ______ﬂ__4
u_TotaI _ . §0 i 100 .h

— i S— —r— e ——— e e — . —

Based on the item on the males’ accumulation of money. 36
teachers representing 20 percent aareed that as a far as a
male has money he could be recoanised in the society more Lhan

the educated males who have no money.

Table 4.9 Distribution of Teachers’ Responses  on
Education Attainment Without Accumulation of
Wealth

i- = =R EES e i R e e e R = =S -"

1_EQTEGORY FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE ____1

L Aaree 24 85 l

| Disaaree é N 15 ﬂ

| o B -

fvora. = l40 1100 M

Based on the items on the teachers opinion on education
attainment without accumulation of wealth. 34 teachers
representina 85 percent aareed that education attainment
without accumulation of wealth is a waste of time and very

unnecessary in Migerian society.



63

4.7 Parents” Research Question

What roles do the parents plav in decisions reaardina

malas’® attendance a2t secondary schools in Anambra State?

The items that answer the roles males’ parents plav in
decisions reaardina males’ attendance at secondary schools in

Anambra State?

The items that answer the roles males’ parents plav in
decisions reaardina males’ attendance at secondary schools in
Anambra State were drawn from items in Parents’® Questionnaire

in Appendix I.

Table 4.10 Distiribution of Parents Responses on Males’
Acauisition of Wealth for Recoanition in the

Societvy
e T T T TR R I AT TR TR S R = TR T e T T s = = = h
if CATEGORY FREQUENCY | PERCENTAGE H

B e e B e

i Aqree 33 82.50 E[
]
| Disagree 17 117.50 ::
f Total | 40 100 !
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Based on the item on males’ acauisition of wealth for
recoanition in the societyv. 33 parents representina 82.50
percent aareed that it is more important for males to acauire
lots of money instead of education in order to have peoples’

recoanition.

Table 11 Distribution of Parents Responses on the
NMoninion About People Makinag Copious Donations

Ipmsconv | FREQUENCY | PERCENTAGE i
Aaree 36 90 |
Disaaree 4 10 !
Total i40 |10 AI

Based on the item on the opinion about people making
copious donations. 36 parents representina 720 percent aareed
that the societvy needs people who make copious donations more

than it needs people who are educated for its development.
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|

Table 12 Distribution of Parents Responses on Males’
Exhibition of Wealth Durina Ceremonies
= S ———
il CATEGORY FREQUENCY | PERCENTAGE
Hlﬂgree 35 87.50
"'DisaqrEE 5 12.50
TOTAL 14 1100

Based on the item on the opinion about males’ exhibition

of wealth durina ceremonies.

35 parents representina 87.50

aareed that wealth exhibitions like chieftaincy ceremony.

title takina,

namina ceremony.

burial ceremony and weddina

ceremony shown on the televisions and often announced in

radios encouraae males into the pursuit of wealth.

=

Table 4.13 Distribution of Parents Responses on the
opinion about Monev as a source of Power

“ 3 —— T IR = TLES T O e—=3 T T '.:";—.;—_':_‘_ T LD L e eI TN

Il CATEGORY | FREQUENCY lr_PERg_E_NTAGE SRR

| Aaree 32 ; 80

I Disaaree 8 i 20

| Total 40‘_ i_lp?

O e

'l
|

L i
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Based on the item about the opinion of people on money as
a source of power. 32 parents representina 80 percent aareed

that knowledae was power before but now money is power.

Teachers and parents responses on the items in the
teachers® questionnaire and oparents’ questionnaire (in
Appendices L and M) respectively helped the researcher to find
nut whether the teachers or parents or both parties encourage
the males to pursue wealth at the expense of secondary
education. Tt was found out from the analyses of the items in
teachers and parents guestionnaires irespectively that many
teachers and parents in Anambra State show their support for
males Lo pursue business ventures for material wealth

acauisition at the expense of secondarv school education.

The <support that males could pursue wealth at Lhe
a«xpenszes of the secondary school education pursuit is
erronecus and needs to be corrected wusing educational
anlightenment proarammes. It is important that parents and
leachers could provide education auidance to the youths in
Anambra State. The education aquidance would therefore exert
necessary and proper influences to the vouths exposure to
lives. It is the parents’ and teachers’ tasks to lead the

vouths entrusted to their care to understand that wealth which
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seems easier to acauire without aocod education backaround in
the short run could be better acauired in the long run when
one possesses good education background. Manvy people are

ignorant of thig fact because of lack of education

ehlightenment programmes.

Teachers and parents are therefore expected to direct the

wgrds and students entrusted to their care throuah discussion
and counsellina services from time to time about wvarious
c%reers available to them if they are properly educated. It
ig also expected that parents and teachers would not persuade

males to pursue wealth at the expense of education pursult.

another wvein. sducation planners could contribute to the
vouths development in an effective way in order to facilitate
t?e parental and teachers tasks in educating the vouths.
Eiucators could also dwell on the positive asopects of the
sJLiety by enriching the dignity of human lives through
e#couraging qualitative education which opposes portraval of

. . .. . . .
viplence, fear or discrimination of anv tvpe in the societv.
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CHAPTLCR FIVE

SLMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSTON
AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 Introduction

This chapter summaries the findinas of the study with
reference to the research auestions and hypotheses raised at
the beainnina of the studv in chapter one. Summary of the
findina. the conclusion. the implication of the findinas.

recommendations and suagaestions for further studies were all

treated in this chapter.

5.2 Summarv of the Findinas

The maior findinas of the study are as follows:

a) Manvy males of secondarv school aae rush to business
ventures at the expense of secondary school
education. This contributes to male dropout in

Anambra State Secondary Schools.

B) Teachers seem not to be aiven adequate auidance and
counsellina services to students of secondaryv school
aaqe and this contributes Lo students drop out of

secondary schools in the state.



c)

&9
Many parents are ianorant of the part thev should
play in counselling their wards and children to

complete secondarvy school education.

5.3 rconclusion

Based on the findinas of the study. the following

conclusions are made:

a)

b)

c)

4)

e)

That many males of secondary school aae in Anambra
State rush to business ventures at the expense of

secondary school education.

That wealth is easily acauired throuah business more

than throuah education pursuit.

That business bpeople donate more aenerously at

functions more than professors.

That business people marry much earlier than the

educated pecople.

Since the attention of the vouths is more inclined
towards business ventures in order to acauire wealth

auickly steps should be taken by the teachers.
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parents and government to redirect males attention
back to education pursuit so as to reduce the rate
of drop out of males from the secondary schools in

Anambra State.
5.4 TImplications of the Findings of the Study

The implications of the findings of this study 1s that

prompt and apbropriate actions are needed to tackle the

ptoblem of low male enrolment in Anambra State Secondary
Séhools. This is because if no measure is taken to reverse or
reduce the speed at which males abandon secondary school
e@ucation in Anambra State. the time would come when the
c%tizens of Anambra State would be made up of a society with
illiterate males and literate females. The situation will be
s%ch that females will dominate the sectors of economy where
fémales are nesdsd and also dominate the sectors of sconomy
wdere males are needed. This shows that some sectors of
e¢onomv will suffer the over-production of manpower needs

while other sectors will suffer the under-production of

ménmower negds of thoe state.
]

i

Also the f=, ' . .11 be in the position to challenge

v
H

mjles az the “bread winners’. This =ituation will lead



71

females to feel independant of males in their lives.

545 Recommendations

The followina recommendations are made:

a) Government should make it compulsgry for males to
possass at least senior secondary school certificate
in Anambra Stzte before Jjoining any business

vanture.

b) Any person who 1is to take part in politics or to
take title in the society should possess at least

sanior secondarv school certificate.

ol Professors, community leadsars and other
educationists are to hold panel discussions over the
television and radio from time to time with the aim
of e&ncouraging males to possess acod education

backaround before jcining any business venture,

) Confarences. lecturas and workshops on male drop out
in secondary schocls should be held having as its

theme "Male Drop-out in Schools, Causes,




e)

f)
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Tmplications and Solutions™. This conference should
have the followina as speakers where possible:
military administrator of the State, ministers.
Archbishops. Bishops., Professors and other verv
distinauished sons and daughters of the state. It
should be mandatory to all traditional rulers in
Anambra State. President General of all Town Unions
to attend while it would expscted that Church
leaders in the state, Flder Statesmen of the stale,
top public servants in the state and leaders of
women oraanisation to attend. Tn this wav awareness

would he created as reqards male drop out in schools

in the state.

The traditional rulers., church leaders, leaders of
women oraanizations. leaders of vouths elder
statement and opinion leaders in the state should
carrvy  out  aagaressive campaiane in the state

condemninag made drop out of schools.

Buidance and counsellina service should be a
separate subiject in the secondary school time table

and should be tauaht at least once a week. Caresi
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waeeks in which professionals in different fields of
work are invited to talk to the students and

interact with students should be held at least once

in a term.
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APPENDIX A

ANAMBRA STATE SECONDARY SCHOOL POPULATION

YEAR TOTAL NO. QOF MalLES NO . OF
POPUILATION FEMALES

1991 92.820 37 .529 55,291

{Transitional)

1992/93 114,48} 46.410 68.071

1993 /94 136.142 55291 B80.851

SOURCE - Anambra State FEducation Commission. Ifitedunu. Awka
nambra State,
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ENUGU STATE SECONDARY SCHOOL POPULATION

30URCE -
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TOTAL | NO. OF MALES I NO. OF o
POPULATTON | o If FEMALES N
100.818 E 49 .261 I 51.557 !
| 124.652 | 64 711 | 59.941 I
J_};s.séz sz_.ggg__r_ I 66.306
Enuau State Education Commission. Enuau
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APPCNDIX C

TABLE OF RANDOM SAMPLING

T T ! 1
N S ''N 13 | N S !
e t eSSt SRS S e
10 10 22 | 140 1200 291 “
15 14 230 ' 144 1300 297 I
| 20 19 240 | 148 1400 302 i
25 24 250 | 352 1500 306 i
30 28 260 | 155 1600 210 I
35 32 270 | 159 1700 313 t
40 36 280 | 162 1800 317 i
45 40 290 165 | 1900 320 i
50 | 44 | 300 169 | 2000 322 I
I 55 | a8 | 320 l 176 I 2200 327 I
| 60 52 | 340 181 | 2400 331 }
| 65 | 56 | 360 186 2600 334 |
| 70 | 59 | 380 191 2800 338 t
; 75 63 ; 400 196 3000 341 f
| 80 66 | 420 | 201 3500 i 340 i
| 85 | 70 | 440 | 205 1 4000 351 ,
Il 90 | 73 | 460 | 210 4500 354 i
I' 95 | 76 | 480 | 214 5000 357 I
| 100 | 80 | 500 | 217 6000 | 361 i
i 110 | 86 | S50 | 226 7000 | 364 0
I 120 | 92 | 600 | 234 82000 367 |
130 } 7 ! 650 | 242 | 9000 368 {
140 | 103 700 | 248 10000 370
150 i 108 | 750 | 254 15000 375 ,
160 | 113 800 | 260 20000 377 |
| 170 118 850 ! 265 30000 379 I
180 | 123 900 | 269 40000 380 }
190 | 127 950 | 274 50000 381 i
| 200 | 132 1000 | 278 750000 382 I
ll2z10 | 136 1100 | 285 | 1000000 | 384 !
NOTE : N = Ponulation size
S = Sample size
SOURCE - Kreicie. Robert V. and Moraan. Daryly W. (1970).

"Determinina Sample Size for Research Activities in
Fducational and Psvcholoaical Measurement . X0. 1970.
on. 607-610



APPENDIX D

STRATIFICATION RANDOM SAMPLING BASE ON GENDER

S/NO. ZONES MALE SAMPLE | FEMALE | SAMPLE
1. Aauata | &.423 21 11.195 | 37

2. awka 10.005 | 33 16.556 | 55

3. Nnawi 8.693 29 14.098 47

4. Oaidi 8.947 30 13.046 | 44

5. Onitsha | 12,342 | 41 13.176 | 45
TOTAL 44.410 | 154 68.071 | 228
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APPENDIX C

THE PILOT STUDY

To ensure the reliability of the questionnaire for the
student=. a pilot study was conducted at community secondary
school. Nwafiia. 58 students made of 21 males and 37 females
were used for the study. The calculated reliability co-
efficient for the males auestionnaire was 0.986 while that of
the males was 0.989 usina Spearman correlation for ranked data
and the Spearman Brown formula. (Peaeu and Yate. 1968:65)/

This was determined by the Split-half method of dividina the

aquestionnaire into two halves (aaree and disaaree). The
Spearman Brown Formula repre=sented by 2r where r is the
1+r

measured correlation between the two halves of the test was
used to determine the reliability coefficient. These
reliability fiaures suaqgest that the aquestionnaire are
reliable and valid.

Item analvsis was also conducted on each of the
auastionnaire usina the each method. From the analvysis the
mean was found to fall between 4.6 which is the highest and
2.4 which is the lowest mean from the responses of the
students. Thus the analysis showed that 18 items contained in
the aquesticonnaire for the students representina 90% were

adequate while 2 items representinag 10% were rejected.

r“""‘—-— .
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In the teachers and parents auestionnairez the highest

mgan was found to fall between 5.00 and 2.5 as the lowest.
T'e analvsis showed that teachers and parents accepted 8 items
rapresenting 20% of their questionnaire items respectively.
This showed that both teachers and parents questionnaire items

ware also adequate for the study.
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METHOD QF PATA ANALYSIS

Chi-sguare test CO-E ¥
................. e
Where ; = Summation
0 = Observed value
E = Expected value
df = 1

= 0.05
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STUDENTS QUESTIONNATIRE

Department of vocational and Technical Education
fAhmadu Bello University
Taria

Dear Respondents

D

CAUSES OF MALE DROPOUT IN ANAMBRA STATE SECONDARY SCHOOLS
This study is aimed at finding out the Causes of Male

opout in Anambra State Secondary Schools. As students who

are currently enagaaed in Senior Ssecondary €lass Three (3S

IX

4

hd

IV, it is hoped that vyou are in the best position to

pntribute to this study.
Please complete the guestionnaire that follows as

ynestly as vou can, Aany information vou provide will be

treated in strict confidence.

Yours faithfullv

UDE. M. (MRS.)




BART_A:

Bé

PERSONAL DATA - Please tick { Y to the appropriate

-

PART B:

esponsals).

1. Name of School

2. Sex: Male ( ) Female ( )

3. fae

4. lLeval/Class

5. Number of students in vour class

Express vour opinion on the items below to identifvy
the reasons whv secondary school students rush to
commarcial business at the gxpense of sscondary
school education. Please. tick Y in the

appropriate column on the right hand side.
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KEY: SA = STRONGLY AGREE
A = AGREE
D = DISAGREE
sp = STRONGLY DISAGRFF
ITEMS sa SD

1. Wealth i=s easilv acauired through
business than throuah education

2. Business tvcoons ride flashv cars more
than students who spend manv vears
oursuinag education

3. Business pesople donate more genarcusly
at important functionzs than professors

4. Business people have more impressive
houses than people who are educated

5. Many business people fsed better and
belona to famous clubs than the educated
pecple

&. Businass people marry much sarlier in
1i fe than educated peoble

7. Business people have more opportunities

to travel to different places within their

Icountry and bevond than most educated

peopnle




8. Educated paople restrict the liberty of
their children more than most business
pegple

2. Manvy people in the societvy have more

respect for successful busingssmen who
have enormous wealth than for professors

10. Business people accumylate monesy at

vounaer age wWith which to support

themselves at old age more than the

educated psople

PART C: TICK ( ) IN THE aAPPROPRIATE
COLUMN ON THE RIGHT SIDE BELOW TO SHOW MWHY
EFEMQLES OF SECONDARY SCHOOL AGE PURSUE
ISECONDﬁRY SCHOOL EDUCATION MORE THAN MALES
11. Females do not want to axpose
,themselves to auick acquisition of
.material waalth like males

12. Females believe that reputation

through education acguisition is more

valued in the society than material wealth

83




13. Manvy femalss hope that secondary
education will help. them to et married
quickly

i4. Since wives of manv wealthyv people are
hiahly educated., many female students have
similar aspirations

15. Females whe are educated can face the
challenae of qalloping inflation in
Nigaria sociaety easily

16. A woman can liberate herself in
todav’s society through good education
than through business,

17. Females aim at plaving dual roles in
the society by working and at the same
time performina domestic dutiss

18. Educated women can marry anvone they
like whether rich or poor and vet live
comfortable lives

19. Manvy people in this society express
the opinion that education is for the
female while monsy is for the male

20. Manvy females work hard to gain
leadership role in the society through

secondary school education
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APPENDIX H

TEACHERS QUESTIONNAIRE

é Department of Vocational and Technical Education
: Ahmadu Bello University
laria

Dear Respondents

| This studvy is aimed at finding ocut the Causes of HMale
Dropout in Anambra State Secondary Schocols. As a teacher who
éuidas these studeants. it is hoped that vour contributions to
this study will be of vital importance.

% Please complete the aquestionnaire that follows as

honestly as you can. Any information vou provide will be

treated in strict confidence.

; Yours faithfully

UDE. M. (MRS.)
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Based on 4 Point scale: Stronaly Aaree (SA). Aaree (A).

Disagqres (D). Stronaly Disaaree (A) - tick ( ) the most

appropriate scale to the followina auestions to express vour

opinion about male/female secondary school education pursuit.

ITEMS

e T ey

alo

| 1. It is better that male students move

into business while female students pursue

secondary school education

2. Education pursuit wastes time and

Il exposes the males to mockery by their
counterparts who move into business
immediatelv after primary six

3. Once a male has primary six,. what is

required of him is to ride flashy cars and

erect maanificent buildina rather than to
pursue education

W 4. As far as a male has monev. he would be
recoanised in the society more than the
educated males

5. Females are in better position to marry

any male who has acaquired enormous wealth

1

1]

-—— e
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6. Since females position is no more in
the kitchen, females should liberate
themselves better throuah pursuing
education than through business

7. Accumulation of wealth is more
important than education attainment to the
nation’s economic arowth

8. Education attainment without
accumulation of wealth is a sheer waste of
timg and very unnacessary in Nigeria
society

9. The amount of monay males spend in
pursuing education could be better
utilized in business ventures

10. Advertising proarammes like "Better
Life Programmss” shown on televisions and
radins emphasize the advantaqges of

education to the family and society

. -
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PARENTS QUESTIONNAIRE

Department of Yocational and Technical Education
ahmadu Bello University

Zaria

Dear Respondents

CAUSES OF MALE DROPOUT IN AMAMBRA STATE SECONDARY SCHOOLS

This study is aimed at findina out the Causes of Male
Dropout in Anambra State Secondary Schools. As a parent who
auides these students. it is hoved that vour contributions to
this studvy will be of vital imvortance.

Please comonlete the aquestionnaire that follows as
honestly as wvou can. any information yvou provide will be

treated in strict confidence.

Yours faithfully

UDE. M. (MRS))
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Based on 4 Point scals: Strongly Agree (SA). fAgree (A),
Disaaree (D). Stronaly Disagree (A) - tick ( )} the most
appropriate scale to the following questions to axprass wvour

opinion about male/female secondary school education pursuit.

ITEMS SAIALI D | SD

1. Once a male finishes primary school. it
is bstter for him to go into business
rather than to pursue secondary school
education

2. It i= more important for males to
acguire lots of money instead of sducation
in order to have people’s recoanition

I. For a male to be recoanisad in the
societyv. he must be in possession of fleet
of cars, palatial residential buildina and
many plots in townships

4. The society needs people who make
copious donations more than it needs
pecple who are educated far its
development

5. Education is for females while money is

for males
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&. Education pursuit wastes females’ time
and makes most of the educated females
marry late or not married at all

7. Education is not necessarv to the
nation’s economy as lona as many
individuals in the socletv can acquire
wealth without aood education backaround
&. The amount of monev females spend in
pursuing education could be better
utilized in business ventures

2. Wealth exhibitions like chieftaincy
ceremony shown on the television encourage
males into pursuing wealth and females
into pursuing education

10. Knowledae was power bafore but now

money 1is powar




