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v i i i 

ABSTRACT 

T h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s o n t h e e f f e c t o f f a m i l y 

i n t e r a c t i o n a l p a t t e r n s o n a c a d e m i c a c h i e v e m e n t o f 

Ahmadu B e l l o U n i v e r s i t y D e m o n s t r a t i o n S e c o n d a r y 

S c h o o l S t u d e n t s . 

The f o u r n u l l h y p o t h e s e s s t a t e d for t h e 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n r e f l e c t s t h e r e s e a r c h problems o u t l i n e d 

a b o v e . Two i n s t r u m e n t s , an i n t r a - f a m i l y q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

and s t u d e n t s ' academic s c o r e were used for c o l l e c t i n g 

t he r e q u i r e d d a t a . The d a t a c o l l e c t e d from 290 

s t u d e n t s randomly s e l e c t e d b a s e d o n t h e g u i d e l i n e 

p r o v i d e d by K r e j c i e and Morgan (1970) fo r d e t e r m i n i n g 

sample s i z e f o r r e s e a r c h a c t i v i t i e s 0 

The h y p o t h e s e s were t e s t e d u s i n g s t a t i s t i c a l 

p r o c e d u r e s which i n c l u d e t - t e s t and one-way a n a l y s i s 

o f v a r i a n c e . The p r o b a b i l i t y l e v e l o f a c c e p t i n g o r 

r e j e c t i n g o f t h e h y p o t h e s e s was s e t a t 0 0 5 and t h e 

f i n d i n g s were a s f o l l o w s : 

1 . There was no s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e 

be tween the academic ach i evemen t of 

t h e c h i l d r e n from r i c h homes and 

t h o s e from poor homes . 



ix 

2. There was no s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e 

be tween the academic ach ievemen t of 

c h i l d r e n whose p a r e n t s a r e l i t e r a t e 

and t h o s e whose p a r e n t s a r e n o n - l i t e r a t e . 

3 . Family i n t e r a c t i o n s had s i g n i f i c a n t 

e f f e c t on academic ach ievement of t h e 

c h i l d r e n . 

4 . The number of c h i l d r e n in t h e f ami ly 

had no s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t on academic 

ach ievemen t . 

Based on t h e s e f i n d i n g s , recommendat ions were 

made as r e g a r d s ways of i m p r o v i n g t h e academic 

ach ievemen t o f s t u d e n t s i n s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l s , , 
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The competent parent of today is one who develops a 

variety of approaches for guiding children. Although 

there are a number of strategies for child rearing, 

each usually focusses on fostering the emotional needs 

of both parents and children. 

Johnson and Medinnus (1974) ) describe the 

relationship between parents and children as an 

emotionally charged one. Conscientious parents are 

aware of their role in socializing their child. They 

are usually acutely aware that society expects them 

to do as good job as possible in raising their children* 

Folklore about parentinq would lead us to believe that the 

result of being a "good" patent, is the production of a "good" 

child who grows up to be a "good" adult* In addition, 

a child serves as a mirror of his or her parents, 

reflecting the parents own childhood and unresolved 

conflict from the past, their parent needs and 

aspiration, and their immorality in the future. 

Several other studies have been conducted to 

find a relationship among interaction-promoting home 

environments, intelligence and academic achievement. 

Morrow and Wilson (1961 )j in their investigation found 

that affectionate and trusting parents produced children 

who are high achievers at schoolo They concluded that 

supportive home environments fostered positive attitudes 

towards school and intellectual activities. On the 

other hand, Hurley (1965) and Bayley (1968), found 

that parental rejection adversely affected children's 




























































































