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ABSTRACT

The nineteenth century has been a period of far-
reachi ng changes in the economc, political and socia
systens in virtually all parts of the N gerian savanna.
e significant aspect of these changes concerns the
devel opnent of new towns and cities which owed their
origins to a set of broadly simlar forces, one of
whi ch was the social revolution known to history as the
Sokot o Ji had.

Unfortunately, this urbanization of the nineteenth
century has not been studied by scholars of the Jihad,
who prefer instead to discuss the ideas, ideals and
conflicts that shook the age, as it were, and
systens or fornms of governnment that were evolving. Yet,
as a product of economc and social change not only in
that period but also, like the Jihad, having roots in
the economc and social past, this urbanization nerits
serious attention. Even on a nerely physical plane, the
products of this urbanization (Sokoto, Yola, Conbe,
Gnandu, Jalingo, Jega, Bauchi, etc.) remainto this day

the nost visible legacy of that period. But that is not
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all, for though relatively young conpared to ol der-
establ i shed settlenents (nmany of which, such as Kano,
Katsine. and Zaria were centuries old even by the begin-
ning of the nineteenth century) the settlenents produced
by this spate of urbanizati on have had a trenendous

| npact on the course and shape of history, deriving
largely fromtheir being centres of power, of education
manuf acture and commerce. And while nmany of these
settlenments devel oped identities and characteristics
that were broadly simlar, they also exhibited signifi-
cant differences deriving fromtheir specific experience.
Thus whil e both Sokoto and Yola cut a figure as ari sto-
cratic cities, the scholar el enent was nore pronounced
In Sokoto society, identity end admnistration than it
was in Yola where for the nost part, clan |eaders
domnated the field, the ascendancy of the |ineage of

t he Modi bbo Adama notwi thstanding. Nor was Yol a able
to develop a manufacturing and commerci al base to the
sane extent as Sokoto did, since the integration of the
Yola hinterland into the extensive commercial networks
of the central Sudan began fairly late conpared to

regions further to the north and north-west. These and



other differences point to inportant variations in the
| ocal and historical conditions that affected the deve-
| opment of these settlenments and we cannot fully under-
stand the processes at work until we have studies of
several or sone of these settlenents in different
ecol ogi cal and social settings. This study therefore
hopes to provide a beginning in that respect.
Furthernore, Sokoto's links with the Jihad of the
ni neteenth century and through that with the history of
| arge parts of the N gerian savanna, nake it the nost
| nportant of these new settlenents of the nineteenth
century. Though a vast anmount of literature has been
churned out on the Sokoto Caliphate, Sokoto Jihad,
Sokot o Ful ani, etc., not nuch has been witten about
this Sokoto itself nor about social and economc history
of the 'Sokoto Caliphate', 'Sokoto Jihad or the
'Sokoto Fulani', etc. This study hopes therefore not
only to redress this inbal ance, but also to provide a.
framework for the study of the history of settlenents
and the nature and dynamcs of urban social organization
in a specific cultural and historical context. Chapter

One of the study provides a useful introduction by
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anal ysing the general ecological conditions in which the
city evolved. A historical section of this chapter |ooks
at the way in which the history and rel ationship of
settlements has been changing in the R ne basin
especially in the century or so before the Jihad, and
how the Jihad itself affected denography and the confi -
guration and function of settlenents.

Since one of the consequences of the Jihad was the
rise of Sokoto to prom nence, Chapter Two | ooks at the
origins of Sokoto, its changing role and functions, and
its growth froma tiny hamet at the beginning of the
Jihad in 1804 to a large and popul ous city barely twenty
years later. The chapter attenpts to show the role of
immgration, of the effects of changi ng power rel ations,
and also of contenporary currents of economc and soci al
relati ons and change, in this process.

Chapters Three and Four discuss craft production
and the commercial econony of the city. The nature of
speci al i sation, the organization of production and the
peculiarly urban formand institutions of production,
econom c organi zati on and exchange, are as nuch as

possi bl e clearly brought out, and the relationship



bet ween production and social structure hinted at. In

Chapter Five the phil osophy, goals and character of

(urban) admnistration as practised in nineteenth
century Sokoto, and its relation to the soci al

and to the historical

structure
conditions in which the city has
had its origins, are discussed.

In Chapter Six, the concluding chapter, the deve-

| opnent of the city in the period c.1837-1903, the

structure of its society and its kind of urbanism are

anal ysed.



THE SOURCES.

The information used in the prepsration of this
study has come from a variety of sources the most
important of which are ccntemporary manuscript material
from different periods (but especially the first half)
of the nineteenth century, the journals and writings of
European travellers who visited Sokoto or had heard and
written about it at different times in the century, the
records and reports of British colonial officers early
in the present century, oral traditions, the ethnographic
present, as well as a miscellany of secondary works.

The manuscript material consists of compilations
of the leaders and scholzrs of the Sokoto Jihad (out=-
standing among whom were the Sheikh Uthman, Abdullah b,
Fodio, 2nd Muhammad Bello) on issues pertaining to
government,; history and religion. OSome of this material
has been translated, edited and published by scholars
of Jihad literature (notably Abdullahi Smith, Mervin
Hiskett, M.A. Al=Hajj, Haliru Binji, Abubakar Gumi,

B,G, Martin, etc.). Yet some has formed the subject of

translations and editions submitted for the award of
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M.,A, and Ph.D., degrees, tut not yet published., A second
category or set of translations, less scholarly than the
above, has also bheen produced at the instance of the
colonial administration in Sokoto early in the twentieth
century., Exemples of the manuscripts thus translated

include the Tanbih sl-Ikhwan of fheikh Uthman b, Fodio,

Sard al-Kelam of Muhmmmad Bello, Tarikh Sokoto of al-Haj

Said, Khashf wal-Bayan of Gidado b. Laima, Majmu

al-Managib of Abd al-Qadir b. Gidado, et¢. etc., These

translations are to be found in the Burdon and the Ekdgar
Papers of the Kadcap Series, National Archives, Kaduna,
Being translations, they are at best simplified renderings
which in most cases do not indicate any basic information
concerning the menuscript in question, or the translator.
Many are simple and even partial paraphrases which have
lost the essence of the original in the course of
rendering from Arabic first to Hausa and then English,
Those translated or transliterated into Hausz only may
be closer in meaning to the Arabic or Hausa-in-gjami
original., When used in conjunction with the first
category of translations however, they provide, for the

student who has no knowledge of Arabic to be able to read
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the originals, a rough but useful picture of the back-
ground to - and even some details of - social and
economic life in nineteenth century Sokoto.

These translations are especislly useful on matters
pertaining to Muslim political belief and ideas and the
political philosophy and administrative practice of the
early rulers of Sokoto,

Sokoto and areas near it have been visited and
written about at different times in the course of the
nineteenth century by European travellers., These
include Hugh Clapperton (1824 ; later with Richard Lander
"in 1826/7), E. Barth (1853, 1854), E.R. Flegel (1880,
1881), Joseph Thomson (1885), Paul Stsudinger (1886),

P. Monteil (1891), 2nd William Wallace (1894). We have
used only the accounts of Clapperton, Lander, Barth,
Thomson, lMonteil and Wallace in the preparation of this
thesis., Clapperton's observations represent the

earliest independent account of the political order
brought into being by the Jihad, Though in many ways
sketchy, these accounts provide useful information on
the faunz and flora, as well as agriculture in the Sokoto

area early in the nineteenth century. Clapperton's



xiii

description of the general political siturtion, the
econony and the relations of Sokoto and of its character
as a city in the twenties, indicate clearly the extent
to which the hanlet of the first decade of the century
had developed into a bustling city by the middle of the
third, However, Clapperton was neither a keen historian
nor a meticulous observer or reporter, Thus both he and
Lander kept on claiming that Sokoto had eleven or twelve
gates, even though they had with them a sketch of the
city, made on the order of Muhammad Bello, which showed
only eight gates! And interesting as it is, for a person
who lived in Sokoto for well up to eight months,
Clapperton's account is for the best part frustratingly
sketchy. Barth, a keener historien and observer than
Clapperton, is nonetheless prone to einbellishment and
exaggeration, His assessment of the state of insecurity
in the fifties is definitely exaggerated, while his

identification of the Zoromawa as leather—workers1 is

1. H. Barth, Travels and Discoveries in North and
Central Africa, vol,ll1l. Frank Cass, London, 1965,
p.129, Following Barth uncritically, we have
repezsted his error in our "Aspects of an Urban
Phenomenon: Sokoto and its Hinterlend to c¢.1850",
in Y.B. Usman(ed,), Studies in the History of the
Sokoto Caliphate, Third Press Internstional, New
York, 1979, p.132.
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false. Thus though travellers' observations tend to be
more accurate or reliable than their assessments or
information, even the former can be guite erroneous,
However, oral traditions g=zthered in Sokoto 2nd some
gleaned from other sources, corroborate much of the
observations of Clapperton and Barth regaerding agricul-
ture and the economy of nineteenth century Sokoto. The
accounts of Thomson, licnteil and Wallace, though gene-~
rally not detailed, can be used for the purposes of
comparison in a few arecs, The journal of G,F, Lyon and
travellers who visited aress distantly related to Sokoto
contain some indirect, peripheral informstion which may
indicate the nature of economic contacts with Sokoto or
the extent and nature of its reputation as a city.

The records of British colonial officers compiled
in the decades following the British conquest of Sokoto
in March 1903 consist of assessment reports and histories
based on local oral tradition, Their direct observations
bearing on the state of agriculture, of trade =and manu-
facture in the Sokoto area are especially useful for the
insight they provide into the state or aspects of the

economy and of administration at the end of the nineteenth



century and the beginning of the twentieth, The
historical component of the colonial records and
writings are based partly on oral tradition current at
the time, partly on extant historical accounts compiled
at various times in the nineteenth century in Arabic or
ajami and are heavily conditioned by colonialist conjec-
tures and aims, Statistical d=ta are avail-=ble in
matters pertaining to tolls, taxes etc, in some parts of
the Sokoto hinterland, but these are not in all cases
reliable due to a number of factors. In the first place,
some of the statistics have been compiled under unstable
political conditions which elicited fear, evasiveness
and even deliberate misinform=ation on the part of 'the
natives' and are therefore unreliable and unrepresenta-
tive., Furthermore, the avoidance of toll stations by
caravens limits the accuracy a2nd representativeness of
caravan and trade statistics as economic indicators,

The need to Jjustify and validate colonial occupation has
also impaired the accuracy of many of these colonial
reports and records, and attention has been drawn to some
of these cases in the thesis, The need for historical

and ethnographic information with which to lay down a
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sound foundation for colonial administration has
produced an important response on the part of the
occupying power, resulting in the writing of historical
works (bzsed on trznslations, transliterations of local
manuscript material, on oral tradition and ethnogrephy)
and ethnographical surveys and studies of the subject
population, In the case of Sokoto, the translations and
transliterations of manuscript material bearing on local
history (in particular, the collections, translations and
transliterations of J.4A., Burdon - first British Resident
in Sokoto - and Frank Edgar which are in the Kadcap
Series in the Nationzl !rchives, Kaduna), the District

Notebooks, the Gazetteers [e.g. E.J. Arnett's Provincial

Gazetteer, and P,G. Harris' Sokoto Provincial Gazetteer/

and studies of the local pastoral people and economy
[T.E. Hopen's on the Gwandu Fulsni for instance/ are
particularly relevant.

Oral tradition is comparatively richer in the kinds
of information this study is interested in: as for
example information on crafts, local industries, on
trade, on the histories of the small groups =2nd common

folk that made up the grester proportion of the Sokoto
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society. For this reason, the study has depended, not
without cost, substantiz2lly on oral tradition. The oral
tradition used in the prepz2ration of the thesis can be
classified into two broad cutegories: that already
incorporated into existing compilations of local history
whether as Arabic manuscript material or other written
forms, and that gathered by us in the course of field=-
work, The material from which the former is derived has
already been discussed in the foregoing, but perhaps its
anonymity may be emphasized here, Except in a few cases,

such as (partially) in Muhammad Bello's Infaq al-Maysur,

both the loczl «rabic mznuscript material and histories
by colonial officers do not indicste or acknowledge the
source of the orazal traditions that they incorporate,

This has tended to obscure important differences in the
historical experience of different classes of people,

and in the production of general histories seen largely
from the point of view of the ruling or scholarly class
whose perspectives they inevitably portray. The relative
silence of this materizl on such things as the crafts,
trade and the ordinary folk, and its obsession with

royalty, scholarship, power, with big lineages and
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heroes and their eccentricities 2nd gualities, is perhaps
the most obvious result and nature of the bias inherent
in these traditions and the histories based on them,

The oral tradition gathered by us in Sokoto was
assembled during fieldwork in the period January 1975 to
July 1977, punctuated by short breaks of one to two or
occasionally three weeks necessitated by trips to Zaria
or Kaduna., In the course of fieldwork, we have
conducted interviews with elderly or knowledgeable people
in almost all the more than sixty wards we could identify
in the city. The people interviewed ranged from such
big names in locol historiography as Dr, Alhaji Waziri
Junaidu to peasants, tanners, butchers, masons and even
housewives; the subjects ranged, depending on the specia-
lisation and situation of the informant in question, from
the history of the Jihad, or of a crzft, or a group, to a
ward, or a family, and so on. The object was to capture,
as it were, the dispaxrate a2nd complex currents of
experience, culture and interests that were brought
together in the Sokoto society and to establish how this
has been done.

This has not been easy, For one thing, our initial
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efforts at evolving a satisfactory and useful methodology
were quite frustrating, =nd our very first interviews
were pretty useless in terms of the overall objectives
of the thesis. And though we learnt a little from our
mistakes, we certainly could have done without the cost.
Secondly,z:till strongly suspect, from the nsmes of
wards that we hear but which we have not visited or have
inform~tion on, that we have omitted some words in the
course of gathering field data. However, both these
problems are minor compared to the headaches and
challenges poised by the oral data itself. The chrono-
logy of events has remzined 2 vexing issuec, Everything
seemed, in the world of informents, to start and end
with the Jihad, with the Sheikh Uthman, with Muhammad
Bello, Consequently, it has not been easy to elicit
information on the pre-Jihad and post-Jihad periods,
except in 2 very generalised and often fixed form.
Moreover, informants literally endeavoured to establish
as close an association with the Jihad, with the Sheikh
Uthman and Muhammad Bello zs was possible, in many cases
falsifying the period of their immigration or settlement

in the city. However, the imprecision of the chronology



is not in all cases a result of deliberate orr conditioned
telescoping, for informstion transmitted freely and
orally can hardly be expected to have & precise chrono-
logy if it concerns events occurring several generations
ago, Thus informants resort to such time-reference terms
as the coming of the Sheikh Uthmen to Sokoto, or the
death of the Sheikh Uthmazn, the reign of rulers znd the
coming of the British to indicate or fix the occurrence
of events. When this is coupled with deliberate teles-
coping, the entire chronology of events becories skewed,
We have tried to minimise the distortion bv using dates
established through other sources, notably rfome of the
translated contemporary Arabic menuscript meterial and
the travellers' accounts, and often by =sking different
informants concerning the dates of certain events or
occurrences, We did not awaken to the usefulness of
genezlogies sufficiently early in the fieldwork to exploit
its potenti=lities in this respect, even though we had
gathered considerable amount of genealogical information.
In consequence of all this, the chronology of events and
occurrences in this study is not very accurszte,

especially regarding the establishment or the time of
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settlement of wards, or the introduction or cessation of
certzin administrative practices znd functions.

One other problem related to the issue of chronology
concerns the informant's awareness or knowledge regarding
the past., We have et numerous articulate and knowledge-
able informants, but we heve also met &ome whose
knowledge of their past is amazingly shellow. That
people can forget or lose so much knowledge in so short
a time makes the careful and systermatic recording and
collection of oral history an urgent task requiring
immediate national attention., We have generally found
scholars and traders to be the most retentive and
informed category of informants, perhaps because of
their exposure to & much wider world. Craftsmen have
been equally useful on the history or technology of
their craft, however, While varying the pattern, as
circumstances demanded, we generally asked traders or
descendants of traders about trade, craftsmen about
their crafts, ward-members about their wards, and so on,
The average age of informants is fifty or thereabouts,
and that means that the bulk of them had no direct

experience of the nineteenth century, Thz lape-recorder
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has proved a useful companion in these interviews, but
quite often it excited inform=nts and we had great diffi-
culty in m2king sure that it did not 'steal the show',
especially where children were in attendance,

Not all interviews were recorded on cassette however,
since some informants (the Waziri Junaidu for one) would
not allow it or the circumstances often did not permit
or make it advisable, We met with hostility in only one
case, when a gentleman stopped his adult son from giving
us information concerning their past. Otherwise our
reception was cordial and even spontaneously friendly in
the majority of cases, One last point about the oral
tradition: the bulk of our interviews werc conducted
within Sokoto and its immediate environs. While this no
doubt places limitations on the study, we have wherever
necessary and possible, tried to catalogue and analyse
the relationship between the city and the outside world
using evidence of such relationship gleaned not only
from the Sokoto traditions but other non-Sokoto based
sources.

The ethnographic precent is a necessary and

inescapable component of history and like other sources,
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it has its advantages and pitfalls. Its relevance lies
in the fact that it is incorporated in current oral
tradition anyway, znd in some cases even colours that
tradition considerably., For a resesarcher collecting
oral tradition about crafts and the formation, structure
and functioning of wards etc., it is impossible not to
use or to be influenced by the ethnographic present,
since if nothing else its understanding is basic to an
understanding of the strengths a2nd weaknesses of the
oral tradition itself, And given the slow pace of
technological change, and the persistence and tenacity
of socizl values, practices and institutions or their
slow adaptability, the present is in many ways a close
indicator of the past. This is especially the case in
the crefts, and in social orgznization. The fact thsat
Sokoto has - inspite of its experience of roughly sixty
years of colonial and:tﬂe.rﬁy.more of post-colonial rule =
maintained a strong traditionality and links to the past,
is most helpful., Throughout virtually all of this
period, Sokoto lost first its former political glory and
clout and then retrezted into the backwaters of the

national economy, cut off from its sustenance in the
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system of tributary politicsal relationships and its
traditional markets in the north (Adar especizlly) and
the south (Gonja) =2nd west (Hombori, the Niger bend),.
While this did not insulate it from outside influences
or from internazl change, it meant that the “raditional!
economy and social organization changed at a relatively
slower rate, Thus while the indigenous textile industry
in Sokoto is a2 sad shadow of its former glory, it still
persists in a restricted form, using much the same
technology and producing many though not all of the old
cloths for which a small clientele still exists, The
same can be said of smithing, and in tanning informants
in fact claim that more is produced now than hefore, due
principally to the continued popularity of colourful
leather articles (cushions, bags, puffs, etc,). This
means that survivals of nineteenth century industrial
products and even organisation do exist which can in fact
be studied. However, now is not then, and the danger is
that one may end up talking as if it were, This would
be foolish znd ahistorical, since a lot has actually

changed., In dyeing for instance, not much shuni or baba

(the indigo dye) is produced, dyers preferring instead



to use the imported varieties which the colonial adminis-
tration strenuously succeeded in implanting. The market
for dyed cloths having been taken over by new national
frontiers and factory-produced products, not much dyeing
is done now anyway. In iron-working, iron ore is no more
mined, the cost in labour and time made unnecessary by
the availability of abundant and cheap scrap metal, In
labour organization, the family or household still
occupies a central place, but large-scale labour
migration out of the Sokoto close-settled zone and the
absence of slavery has altered many aspects of the

system of production, All this calls for caution lest
the ethnographic present obscure and pervade our
perspective of the past. We consequently have found it
necessary on occasion therefore, to check ourselves on
this score = just in time,

A wide range of secondary works has been studied and
used in the preparation of this thesis, the most important
of which is made up of historical studies pertaining in ‘
one way or another to OJokoto or the Jihad or the Rima
basin generally. The 1i,A. theses of Mahdi Adamu and M.B.

Alkali, the Ph,D. thesis of Garba Na-Dama, Murray Last's
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study of the Sokoto Caliphate, are the more relevant but
by no means the only examples, These have provided an
indispensable insight into the political and social
conditions in which the forces that produced Sokoto were
nurtured, and of the dynemics of change in the region as
a whole, particularly in the century before the Jihad,

We have found Murray Last's book a most useful companion
and reference book, whose main value lies in its rich
content of basic informstion derived from the primary
Arabic material which ignorance of the language precludes
us from reading personally, We have however found Last's
perspective, specifically his ethnocentrism, totally
misguided and unacceptable, We have drawn liberally
from several other secondary works on the Jihad znd the
Sokoto Caliphate, but also gained from works dealing
with the subject of urbanization either in a general

sense - such as Gideon Sjoberg's The Pre-Industrial City -

or specific studies of cities, cultures and urbanisms as
for example the works of Miner on Timbuctoo and Fez, that
of Krapf-Askari on Yoruba towns and Hourani and Ira
Lapidus on Middle Eastern a2nd Islamic cities. b

The bibliography at the end of this work has a
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comprehensive list of the sources we consulted in this
category. The weaknesses of some of these sociological
works lies either in their rigid ethnocentrism which
belies and over-simplifies socizl complexity in the so-
called traditional societies they are studying, or as in
the case of Sjoberg, in their near-static view of pre-
Industrial urbanism, as 1if Industrizl society and urbanism
have an origin other than in the womb of primitive, pre-
Industrial society (which, therefore, cannot be as static
and as self-contradicting as is quite often implied).

On the credit side, the specific studies of cities and
cultures provide useful insight into the similarities

and differences in the character of urbanism in different
cultures, periods and modes of production, This is in
itself an important contribution to, and test on the
relevance of theory in the study of urbanization. The
bibliography lists the primary sources in the order:
Contemporary Nineteenth Century srabic Material,
Travellers' Reports end Journals, Oral Tradition (list
of informants), and Archival Material (which is partly
contemporzary and primary, and partly secondary). The
secondary and general works on history, urbanization etc.

are listed last,



A NOTE ON ORTHOGRAPHY AND THE USE OF TERMS.

The orthography of Hausa terms a2nd Anglicised place-
names in this thesis m2y pose problems and even raise
objections, but it is hoped that this brief note will be
found both helpful and acceptable as an explanation,

The firet issue of course relates to the name
Sokoto itself, The Hausa people 'traditionally'
pronounce the name of the city as 'Sakkwato', and its

people 'Sakkwatawa', While we have retained the use as

well as the sense or meaning of the latter, the former
is throughout this study rendered as 'Sokoto'. This has
been done for the simple reason that this is in fact
the official and common rendering of the city's name in
available maps, newspapers, school textbooks and virtually
all official correspondence and records.,

'Sakkwato' is, inspite of its considerable currency,
not quite common in writing and usage as 'Sokoto!
and to employ the former would create or invite confusion
in the minds of people used to 'Sokoto' and unaware of or
unaccustomed to, the existence of 'Sakkwato', At any

rate, users of the latter will be at no loss as to the

Xxxviii
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intended meaning or reference of the term and only a
little wounding of orthodox Hausa pride may be caused
by its use,

We have as much as possible maintained the standard
practice in the spelling of Hausa and Fulfulde ternms
used in this work, but in 2 few instances, a2s for example
where they occur in names of titles, we have used the
spelling peculiar to the Sakkwatanci dizlect., Thus

instead of the usual Sarkin Kasuwa (head of the market)

we have used Sarkin Kassuwa., Most Hzusa =2nd Fulfulde

terms employed in this work are explained in the text,
usually in parenthesis immediately after the term in
question, thus: kira (smithing). However, intonation
can meke a world of difference to the meaning of a word,
since in Hausa the same word may have more than one
meaning, the particular meaning intended being conveyed
by the tone used. Ixamples of such words are makera
(smithy, or smiths), marina (dyers, or a place of dyeing),
majeme (tanners, or tannery), mogina (potters, or a place
where such work is done), We have refrained, when using
these terms, from employing diacritical marks for the

simple re=son th=t they would m=2ke the work clumsy 2nd



at any rate are, we suspect, not intelligible to most(?)
readers anyway. We have therefore endeavoured wherever
there is possibility of confusion, to specify the
intended meaning in nglish (in parenthesis) after the
word, In the circumstance, we have found it necessary
to include in the glossary only those Haus2 and Fulfulde
terms which are not explained in the text,

We have also allowed ourselves a certain inconsis-
tency in the use of certain terms, especially titles and

names, Thus the Arabic Amir al-Muminin and its Hausa

equivalent, Sarkin Musulmi; the Arabic Sheikh and its

Hausa equivalent Shehu; the Arabic names Uthman and its
Heusa/Fulani equivalent/rendering Usman, are both used
at different places in the text to refer to the same

thing, In addition, the term 'Caliph' has also been used

for Amir al-Muminin or Sarkin Musulmi (pl. Sarakunan
Musulmi) - 'the Ruler of the Believers', As long as

these equivalents are kept in mind, no problem will be
encountered, The rationale behind the lack of consistency
in this case arises from the fact that these terms are
widely used in the literature (Arabic, ajami, and English

etc,) and a familiarity with them is therefore necessary,



o

Lastly, we need to say, even if briefly, why it is
that we have chosen to name this study 'Birnin Shehu'!
(1it., 'the Shehu's City'). This is because, in the first
place, this epithet is and has been popularly used in
referring to Sokoto, in recognition of the fact that the
Sheikh (Shehu ) Uthmen (Usman ) occupied a central and
specizal position in the movement that shaped its history:
the Jihad., And further, that in the politics no less
than the cosmology of the people of this city, this
personage and what he stood for and represented had
tremendous impact., Those who loved Sokoto as well as
those who ridiculed it used this epithet, and we feel it
is 2 fitting one indeed as the title for this study of

its economic and social history.
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CHAPTER _ONE

NINETEENTH=-CENTURY SOKOTO: THE
ECOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SETTING

The Ecology of the Rima Basin

The Rima river basin, lying roughly between
parallels 10° N and 1&0 N and between longitudes
3931 East and 7°15' East and drained by the river
Rima and its tributaries the Sokoto, Ka and Zanfa-
ra, provides the ecological setting in which the
city of Sokoto developed, The Rima basin ecology
has in consequence exercised an important influence
on the development of the city and its surroundings,

as we shall see presently.

Geologically the basin is made up of a zone
of Pre-~Cambrian Basement rocks in the east and south-
east and a zone of Cretaceous sedimentary rocks in
the west, Over the area of Basement rocks the land-
scape consists of a badland topography of sandy
plains broken by smooth steep-sided inselbergs and
ranges, Over the area of sedimentary rocks in the
north and north-west the landscape consists of mono-
tonous undulating plains occassionally broken by

groups of steep-sided, tabular ironstone-capped hills



some of which average 300 metres or so above sea-

level.1

Except where it is overlain by a crust of late=-
ritic ironstone or eroded to expose rocky surfaces the
soil profile in both areas consists generally of a
sandy topsoil and a clayey subsoil. The soil may con~
tain as much as 90% sand in psrts, as a result of
erosion.IhigZie consenuent deposition of tne eroded
material in internal basins, has led to the improveri-
shment of much of the soil and the creation of fertile
basins, respectively. The soil can be divided broadly
into two types: upland soils, and fadama soils. Upland
soils make up about 95% of the land but are less fertile
than the heavy clay-and-silt fadama soils lying in the

flood plains and internal basins.2

By far the most crucial environmental or ecologi-
cal feature of the Rima basin is its drainage. Lying
in an otherwise arid zone, the Rima river system, by
providing surface water - some of it perennial -

ameliorates what would have been a harsh environment

Te These details are put together from Jones, B,,
The Sedimentary Rocks of Sokoto Province, Kaduna
10L8, pp.2-3, 9-10; R.K. Udo, Geographical Regions
of Nigeria, London, 1970, pp.157-§; E.M. Buchanan
and J.C. Pugh, Land and People in Nigeria, London
1969, pp.1-4, 20.

2 See the works of Jones, Udo and Buchanan cited
above, and A,D, Goddard, "Population Movements
and land Shortages in the Sokoto Close-=Settled
Zone" in Samir Amin (ed.,) Modern Migrations in
West. _ Africa, Oxford, 1974, p.cb6l1.




and exercises a great influence on the distribution

3

and activities of its humen and animal population,

The rivers Sokoto, Rima, Gawan Gulbi (or Ka),
Zanfara and Shalla dr=2in more or less the entire
region, taking their rise on the high plains at the
eastern edge of the basin and flowing westwards and
then south-westwards. The Ri@a is perennial as far
upstream as its confluence with the Sokoto river,
the Zanfara as far upstream as Jega, while the Shalla

is entirely perenniﬁl,u

The river valleys are narrow and rocky in the
area of Basement rocks but open out into wide flood=-
plains on encountering the sedimentary rocks. Thus
above Talaka and Raba the valleys of the Rima and
Sokoto are bound by gentle slopes merging into the
surrounding plains, but are deep and trench-like
below them, with high cliff borders and wide flood-
plains containing swamps, lagoons, ox-bows and
abandoned channels. 1In consequence of this settle=-
ments are generally nearer the river channels in the

upper than in the lower and middle reaches of the

3. The Lake Chad and the rivers draining into it
exercise @ similar influence and perform a
similar function in the area of the Chad Basin.
See Grazham Connah's Three Thousand Years in
Africa: Man and his Environment in the Lake ,
Chad Region ol Nigeria, C.U,P., 1901.

L. See the works by Jones, (Sedimentary Rocks
eee)3 Udo (Geographicel Regions,.,..) and
Buchanan and Pugh (Land and People...).




rivers, And while a retreat of farming is also
nccasioned in some parts of the floodplains, they
are well suited on the whole, and also noted, for

rice cultivation,

The significance of the rivers for water
supply is all the more strategic because permanent
lakes are very few in the Rima basin. The only
notable lake in the region is Kalmalo, which lies
in a drainage line which had been obstructed by
sand, There is of course substantial surface water
in the rainy and ezrly 4dry season, but this is not
available when it is most neer”ed. In fact the bulk

of it is drained wastefully away.

The wet season falls between mid-May and mid-
September, but most of the rain actually falls in
the period July to September., Annual rainfall dec-
reases from over 100 cm in the south of the basin
to 50-62 cm in the north. Sokoto city has only
72.5 em annually., Annual averages are not alwsys
uniform and often exhibit disastrous variations,
The dry season is particularly arid between November

and March when no rain falls at all,

Daylight temperatures are generally high and
in the period Jjust before the rains (April/May)
shade temperatures may be as high as 37.8°C, 1In
the cold season between November and March, especia-

1ly in the period December-January, minima of 107¢



occur in the shade., In general. considerable diurnal
variations occur which at times may be as high as 10°

in March and as low as 4° in August.5

The vegetation in the Rima basin is of the type
referred to as "biotically-determined sub-climax vege-
tation".6 This is a vegetation type which is the result
of human and animal activity. In the Rima basin this
consists of a "typical" Sudan Savanna of continuous
grass and thick tree cover., Low permeability and chemi-
cal weathering have produced taller and denser vegeta-
tion in the area of Pasement rocks, consisting of orchard
bush with an undergrowth of tall grass, Over the area of
well-drained sedimentary rocks the vegetation consists
generally of open scrub, the trees averaging six metres
in height and having thin stems. The baobab (Adansongg
digitata), locustbean (Parkia Filicoidea), shea-butter, gawo

kapok and Acacla arabica or
(Acacia albida), / gum-arabic trees are more or less

the dominant or typical vegetation on farmland and near

settlements?

Nature and the Economy

The influence of the environment on human and

animal existence is varied and cumulative and here we

5. Jones, Sedimentary Rocks..., p.1; Udo Geo%raghi-
cal Régiﬁns..o, P.169. 1In ﬁoth ﬁooks't e gures
are given 1in F,

6. Buchanan and Pugh, Land snd Peopl€..., P.33.
e Jones, Sedimentary RockS..., p.169.




can only discuss those that are pertinent to this

study,

Obviously, the major influences are climatic
but soil conditions are also very important. Rain-
fall in the short wet season of I} = 5 months is
highly variable but on the whole adequate enough ¢
for cereal growth, Farm activity which begins in
late~April er Mey-rises to a peak in June-August,
the main crops being millets, guinea corn, rice,
cotton, maize, tobacco, groundnuts and sugar cane,
The growing season generally comes to an end with
the harvest in September - October (ihe millet is
harvested in September), but on fadama soils the
labours of the field may stretch through December,
well into the harmattan season, In the more arid
north and north-west the main crop is the quick

ripening gero (bul-rush millet: Pennisetum typhoi-

deum) which is well-suited to the sandy soils as
well as the short growing season, The bulk of the
guinea=-corn is grown in the area of higher rainfall
and more hospitable soils in the eastern and south-
eastern part of the basin (in Zanfara principally).
The more sbundant rainfall and hospitable soils
here are also responsible for the concentration

of groundnut and cotton cultivation in the eastern

8

and south-eastern part.

8. For these details, see Goddard, in S. Amin,
Modern Migrations ..., pp.61-2; Udo, Geogra-
phical Regions of Nigeria, pp.170, 172.




The variability in the amount and distribution
of rainfall (spatially 2s well as temporally) has
made the prospects for adequate food supply for
humans and animals rather unstable. Crop failures
occur frequently as a result either of delayed rains
or drought, often accompanied by famine and pesti-
lence9 and exacerbated by the southward drift ecf
population (human 2nd animal) from the deé%t—side
regions lying immediately to the north. This tended

to complicate the problem of disease and the hungry

periods of the late-dry =2nd early-wet seasons,

The dichotomy of the seasons and the drainage
system (in particular the availability of surface
water and with it, grazing) also evokes a rythmic
response from the pastoral population and their
livestock, In the rainy season the herds remain
stable once they move out of the river valleys
(which are becoming too wet) or up north. Such
movements nsrmally reach a maximum in the peried
July-September with the deterioration of riverine
pastures and the onset of the very wet period in
the south of the basin, Bu?iggland pastures begin
to deteriorate and surface water to disappear

around October, the herds are moved closer again

to the fadama, In this season constant and often

9. See for instance, Abd al-Qadir b, Mustafa's
Raudhat al-Afkar and Clapperton, H,, Journal
of a Second bLxpedition, London, John Murray,
1029, p.19<,
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extensive movements are necessary to ﬁhe survival of the
herds. The deterioration of pastures which begins
during tﬁe harmattan worsers still further in the hot
season at which time southerly movements of herds to the
lower Rima aﬁd towards the river valleys in Kebbi are at
a maximum, The herds remain in these &areas until the
rains come again and planting commences, when they return
northwards and onto the plainslo A number of trans-
humance circuits associated with these rythmic movements
of the herds are recognisable, the apparent stability of
which has perhaps led Murray Lzst to speak of them as
"the grazing lands" of ‘“this" or "that" pastoral group?1
A long period of increasing sedentarisation and semi-
nomadism in the Rima bzsin has certainly helped to bring
about a higher degree of geographical separztion among
the pastoral popul=ation, but the existence of exclusive
grazing lands is more apparent than real, Gradual
migrations of pastoral groups is in fact the norm, and
in the eighteenth century at lesst such migrations have
been very extensive, Murray Last himself acknowledged
that it is difficult to fix the position (or even trace
the movemenﬁ)of the pastoral groups in this area in the

eighteenth century with any precision‘.l2

10. Hopen, C.E.,, Report on the Study of Field Fulani,
Government Printer, Kaduna; pp.29-29; also see
Hopen's The Pastoral Fulbe Fomily in Gwandu,
0.U.P,, London, 1958,

11. Last, D.M., The Sokoto Caliphate, Longmans, 1967,
pPs1xii, Ixiii, Ixx~-Ixxv,

12, 1bid., PP.ixii, lxxiv,




Though in some ways the influence of thg rivers
depended on the fluctuation of the seasons, these
rivers also had a vital significance on account of
the resources they contained, particularly‘fish.

The perennial nature of fairly long stretches of these
rivers made this all the more siginificant. The lower
Rima in Kebbi has been the home of 2 fishing industry

of .great antiquity, complete with its technology,
rituals and a speciazlist class., In fact, the culture

of these specislists, the Sarkawa, has for a long time
been (and might even have developed as) part of a wider
aguatic civilization siraddling not only the Rima but
also extensive parts of the Niger of which the Rima is

a tributary.13 The main fishing season on the lower
Rima falls between September and April (in other words
ih the dry season), though of course fishing generally
is carried on throughout the year. Because of its water
resources and the prominence of fishing and water-hunting
in its economy, Kebbi has been an important supplier of
fish to some parts of the Rima basin and areas beyond
it, In return the area imported boats, because only
inferior ones can be made from such local gianfts.as the

Gawo (4cacia albida) and R:anli.‘-“‘L or white silk cotton

13. Mahdi Adamu, "A Hausz Government in Decline:
Yawuri in the Nineteenth Century", M.A. Thesis
A,B.U., 1968, pp.27f; J.E.G. Sutton, "The Aquatic
Factor in Northern Nigerian History", paper presen=-
ted at the Kano Seminar, January 1976, pb; Alkali,
M, Belle, "A Hausa Community in Crisis: Kebbi in
the Nineteenth Century", M.A., A.B.U,, 1968, pp.
30, LO-L1, 123-L.

1., Lely, H.V., The Useful Trees of Northern Nigeria,
London, 1925, pp.1, 51. X
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tree (Eriodendron orientale); 2lso imported were

fishing equipment and other goods. In short, the

river system contained resources which were important
to human existence in this region and which formed an
important basis of its relztions with people end éreas

outside.

Populztion and Settlements

The ecological factors considered above, as well
as others, have affected not only the conditions for
agriculture but also the distribution of population
and settlements in the Rima basin. The availability
of, and access to, water has been a particularly strong
factor in this regard, Thus the bulk of the population
- both pastoral and sedentary - has since antiquity been
concentrated in or near the river valleys where regular

15

water was available for human and animal use.

In "ancient" Kebbi all the major settlements - as
for example the great cities of Surame, Gungu 3nd Leka
- wefe within three to five kilometres of the floed-~
plains. The seventeenth century Gobir cities of Naya
and Goran Rami, the eighteenth century Gobir capital
Alkalawa and such Zanfara cities as Dutsi and Birnin
Zanfara were all located on the banks of the main

gulabe (rivers), Prothero estimates that even in modern

15, Jones, (Sedimentary Rocks ...), p.66; Udo, (Geo-
graphical Regions...), p.109; Sutton, "The
Aquatic Fector...", p.7; Garba Nadama, "The
Rise 2nd Collapse of a Hzusa State", Ph.,D,
(unpublished), A4.B.U., 1977, p.91.




times 75 - 80% of the population lives in or near
the river valleys which also contain all the major

16

settlements.

Water supply was of course not the only consi-
deration. For instance, Nadamz has observed that
most of the early urban centres of Zanfara were
located in tioose areas where iron-~-ore was most abund-

dant; many others had evolved either in strategic
frontier zones, on major trade routes or in areas
richly endowed with natural resources (including
fertile soils). Thus Kiawa had grown in an area
of economic and politiczl import-nce on the Zanfara-

Katsina frontier,commanding a junction of routes.17

Generally, the heartland of the states and
several prosperous regional zones exhibited high
densities at the end of the eighteenth century: the
Gobir heartland in the upper Rima basin, the area
of southern and south-ezstern Zanfarzs and the area
stretching north and north-eastwards between Birnin
Kebbi and Adar,., Smaller zones of high density were

to be found scattered here and there in the region.

16. Udo, p.174; Alkali, "A Hausa Community...", p.
36: Adeleye, R.A,, "Hausaland and Bornu, 1600-
1800" in J.F,A, Ajayi, and M., Crowder (eds.),
History of West Africa, Vol.I, London, 1971,
pp.b13, 5153 R.M. Prothero "Migrant Labour
from  Sokoto Province", (Mimeo,), Lagos,

1954 .

17 Krieger, K. Geschichte von Zamfara, Berlin,
1959, p.72; Y.B. Usman, "The Iransformation
of Kesar Katsina", Ph.D. (unpublished), A.B.U.,
1974, pp.96-118; Mahdi Adamu, op.cit., Pp.35=
L0 and Garba Nadama, op.cit., pp.3L, 71.




The settlements which formed in these areas of high
density tended to do so in clusters each of which
consisted of a dominating city or cities surrounded
by a much larger number of smaller settlements, In
Kebbi there were such clusters z2round the Birnin
Kebbi, in Zaberma, Dallol Fogha, Dallol Meauri and
the Kengakoi-Gaya area. I;;zggéir and Zanfara
there were similar clusters around Birnin Konni,
Birnin Zanfara, Kiawa, Maradun, Zurmi, Mafara, Anka,
Gummi and Sabon Birni., The bulk of these clusters,
as can be seen, were in the eastern portion of the
Rima basin which had more abundant rainfall and
other naturzl resources (fertile soils, iron ore

deposits, etc.).19

Political conditions of course affected the
stability of the population and the pattern of its
distribution and therefore that of these settlements.
Thus the upheavals of the eighteenth century in Kebbi,
Gobir and Zanfara had caused considerable population
movements across the length and breadth of the Rima

basin, When Gungu, Surame and Leka were destroyed

18, Alkali, M.B., op.cit., p.36. Even the ruins
of Gungu, Surame and Leka exhibit this pattern
clearly.

19. This "bunching" pattern appe=rs even in neigh-
bouring Katsina snd Yauri areas. It probably
had its origin in the development of satellite
towns or the simultzneous development of settle-
ments growing at different ratesj the need for
the security and greater prosperity accruing
from such bunching may have been a great (if
subconscious) motive=tion, The clusters around
Mafara and Sabon Birni were later developments.

12



early in that century there occurred a movement
or perhaps even exodus of people from north=-eastern
into western and south-western Kebbi causing further
dislocation in those areas.zo Similarly, political
pressure by the Touaregs is believed to have been
one of the factors th~t caused the Gobirawa to
move southwards into the north-eastern portion of
the Rima basin, And in Zanfara, the sack of the
capital in 1762 and the resulting dislocation is
said to have forced large numbers of people into
Katsina kingdom and the already densely-peopled area
of southefn Zanfara, building up high density in
both southern and south-eastern Zanfarz. There
also were, as part of this process which was still
in progress at the beginning of the nineteenth
century, considerable movements of people west~
wards into the middle Sokoto and Zanfara river
valleys.21
The eighteenth century was indeed an event-
ful period in the history of the states of the Rima
basin as they went through a process of social and
po}litical transformation associated with changing
economic conditions, social values and increased

social and political polarization. This process

20, Alkszli, “A H2usz Community...", pp.B8€=7,
93-5 .

2% & For thece important movements of population,
see Krieger, Geschichte..., pp.51, 54-6; Nadama,
"The Rise and Collapse...", pp.299-302 and P.G.
Harris, "Gszetteer of Sokoto Province"”, (Unpub-
lished),pacsim,

13



produced a revolutionary situ=tion in the birane
(cities) and garuruwz (towns) of the region which
undermined the cohesion and harmony of the social

and political order 2nd made the cities in parti-
cular the source and focus of social conflict and
change, As the foci of immigrztion, the receivers,
btlenders and transmitters of new cultural influences,
as centres of manufacture znd commerce and as places
where social differentiation was proceeding at a
rapid rate these settlements exe:cised a considerable
influence on the direction - and themselves reflected

the nature - of social changeﬁ22

The Jihad, Populztion and Settlements

The Jihad of the early nineteenth century reveals
important aspects of the social significance and func-
tion of these settlements, Itself a product of the
revolutionary situstion in the Rima basin in the late
eighteenth century, the Jihad 2lso occasioned major
changes in the distribution of populstion and settle-
ments, The initial demographic impact of the Jihad

was the hijra of the Shaikh Uthman and his jama'a

Ele See the works of Krieger, Nadama, M.B. Alkali,
Mahdi Adamu, Y.B. Usman and Adeleye (in Ajayi
and Crowder, op.cit.) already cited; =2s well
as Murray LasT, The Sokoto Caliphate, Longmans,
London, 1967 and Abd al-Qadir b, Mustafa's
Raudhat al-Afkar (translated by H.R., Palmer
as "Western Sudan History", in JAS, Vol.xv,
1ix,1916).
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out of the high density area of Gobir #nd neighbour-
ing Zanfara and westwards into the middle Rima val-
ley. After approaching the high density area of
eastern Kebbi this initial flow deflected sharply

in ti.e region of the Sokoto-Rima confluence and
thence assumed & north-eastward orientation., By

the end of the third decade of the century this flow
had deposited its demographic load in the area lying
just south of the Rima and Sokoto rivers due chiefly
to the eastward shifting of the theatre of hosti-
lities. As the theatre of war moved towards the
Gobir and Zanfara heartlands (2nd towards lower
Kebbi in the west) further movement of population
occurred into the area lying in the rear of the zOne
of active conflict., Population also shifted out

of the Gobir high density area northwards, but in
the decades following the fall of Alkalawa there

was a much larger and steady movement of population

out of Adar 2and south into the middle Rima wvalley.

The result of 211 this dislocation and
readjustment of the demographic pattern manifested
itself in the destruction, abandonment and reduc-
tion - but in some cases expansion - of many
existing settlements and the establishment of
new ones, Thus the Zanfara birane of Kiawa,

Jata and Banaga were destroyed, while many others



had their sizes, significance and functions reduced;
as, for example, Dutsi.23 Birnin Alkalawa and the
town of Yandoto on the Zanfara-Katsina frontier
were destroyed and many other settlements were

seriously affected.

However, new settlements also came into being,
especially from 1806 onwards, in the area of the
middle Rima and the Sokoto river valleys which thus
became a sphere of major urban development., At the
same time, most of the existing settlements receiving
immigrants from the population flow expanded conside-
rably. The establishment of Gwandu in 1806/7 was
followed by thzt of Sifswa (autumn 1809), Bodinga,
Sokoto and the rebuilding of Yabo and Shagari.zu
This building and fortification of settlements was
a well-coordinated programme which the Caliph
Muhammad Belle pursued with vigour and social pur-

25

pose. Built 2s they were under war-time conditions,
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many of them at first were more or less military posts.

In this respect they all played a key role in the

23. Nadama, "The Rise and Collapse...", DPpe
xxiv, L2..

2l Last, The Sokoto Caliphate, pp.41, 42,

25, See his Al-ribat wal-hirasa,.., (ms), Arewa
House, Kaduna and the Northern History Research
Scheme, Department of History, A.B.U., Zaria,




stabilisation of population in this area, while

some of them took on new and important functions
previously discharged by Alkalawa, Birnin Kebbi,
etc, Gwandu and Sokoto in particular became central
in the charting of the ideological and political
direction of the Sokoto Caliphate as =2 whole, while
other towns like Wurno, Chimola, Bakura, Katuru

and Lajinge became impcrtant pillars of state power
in the rurzl districts., The settlement in them of
artisans, traders, scholars and other professionals,

26

often at the initiative of the state, widened
their functions even further and made them important
centres of production and exchange in a2 relatively

short period,

Because the birane and garuruwa and their
specialised groups and institutions were important
props of the economic system, these developments
had a significant impact particularly on commercial
networks. The disruption of manufacture and trade

caused by the destruction of the settlements and

26, In the le ters of appointment and instruction
given to the rulers of these ribats the Amir
al=-Muminin Muhammzd Bello charged them to

encourage production, build and protect markets

and actively promote learning and religion.
In all the pl:ices he directly controlled Bello
gave a personal lead and practical expression
in these regrrds. .

17



the interference with commercial trafficz7

sides in the Jihad, =2s well as the rise to promi-
nence of new or previously minor settlements,
occasioned important changes in the trade routes.
Thus the destruction of Yandoto 2nd the rise of
Sokoto altered the former route linking Kano and
the Rima basin 2t both ends. Formerly going
through Yandoto, it now went thus: Kano-Farin Ruwa-
Gyaza-Radda-Birchi-Zurmi—Sokoto.28 Similarly the
main route from Adar, which in former times went
from Birnin Konni to Allalawa (with a western
branch to Birnin Kebbi), now focused m2inly on
Sokoto, Relatively new, both Sokoto and Gwandu
became impertsnt links in the routes linking
Hausaland, the Rima basin and the middle Niger
region, Jega, which rose to prominence as a
major regional market 2nd route-junction at about
the same time, became the major link in the
commercial networks that crossed the southern

part of the Rima basin, carrying the bulk of the

&7 Muhammad Bello complains in the Infa
z1-Maysur that the Gobir rulers outlawed
trade with the Shehu's Eama'a, but the

jama'a itself was attacking caravans
which were trading with the enemy. See
Arnett, E.J., The Rise of the Sokoto Fulani,

Kano, 1922, p.G5.

28, See Y,B,Usman, op.cit., p.LL6.

by both
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central Sudan's commercial traffic with the west
and south-west.? Thus, the first three decades
of the nineteenth century saw the establishment
in this arez of a new pattern of trade routes

based on the modified distribution, function and

gradation of settlements,

On the issue of the function of settlements,
specizl mention must be made of the scholarstic
centres which have played such a significant role
in the political upheavals that rocked the Rima
basin and beyond in the late eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. The development of these
centres, the most important of which were Marnona
and Degel, marked a stage in the development of
Islamic learning in this region when the seat of
scholarship more or less moved out of cities like
Birnin Konni, Agades znd BEirrin Kebbi, etc. -
which for long have been the main base of Muslim
scholars and Jjurists - into their rural hinter-

lands,

In particular, the rising importance of these

settlements in social and political life reflected

29, For the place of Jega in the commercial net-
work across this region, see Alkali, "A Hausa
Community...", p.273; Usman, Y.B., The Trans-
formation..., (Ph.D. Thesiss, p.Ul73 Jack
Goody and T.M, Mustafa, "The Caravan Trade...",
JHSN, IIT,L, 1967, p.61L; and Barth, Travels
e weyg VDL IXIL, P.ALS,
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a very fundamental development in not only the
development of Islam but of society &s 5 whole:

the coming of age of 2 class which was soon to
wrest power from the ruling dynasties and which

was to try to trznsform society in its own image
and on the basis of a clear objective, Due largely
to the widening gulf (particularly in the cities)

between the Sarakuna and Masu Sarazuta on the one

hand and the talakawa on the other, between the
mores and values on which the Sarakuna based their
allegedly repressive authority and the new values
which stressed the dignity of the individuzl and
the sovereignty of God 