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ABSTRACT 

The p r o b l e m o f t h i s s t u d y f o c u s e s o n t h e t y p e o r 

l e v e l o f academic p e r f o r m a n c e o f s t u d e n t s i n t h e J . S . S . C . E . 

S o c i a l S t u d i e s E x a m i n a t i o n . 

The main o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e s t u d y w e r e : -

1) to examine s tudents ' performance in the J .S .S .C. 

Social Studies Examination; 

2) to examine what va r i ab les or fac tors that might 

be responsible for t h e i r performance and 

3) to find ways of solving fac tors that adversely 

affect t h e i r performance. 

In an attempt to do t h i s , quest ionnaires were 

designed and administered to 450 students who did 

J .S .S .C. Social Studies Examination between 1988-

1990 in six selected schools under Zaria Educational 

Zone. Questionnaires were also d i s t r ibu ted to 

twenty three Social Studies Teachers who taught the 

subject during the period under study. In addition 

the s tuden ts ' r e s u l t s in the examinations were 

col lected from the Educational Resource Centre (ERC) 

Zaria and analysed to determine t h e i r performance. 

Percentages, t - t e s t and Pearson Product Moment Correlat ion 

Co-efficient were the major s t a t i s t i c a l t oo l s used for 

the data analyses. 

The major findings of the study showed that 

s tudents ' performance in the J .S .S .C. Social Studies 

- v i i -



Examination was sa t i s f ac to ry . It was also found 

that sex, p ropr ie torsh ip and family background were 

va r i ab les that influence t h e i r performance, in the 

p o s i t i v e d i rec t ion . 

It was also found tha t some of the teachers 

were not profess ional ly qual i f ied to teach socia l 

s tudies because they had no formal t r a in ing in 

Social Studies methodology. As a r e s u l t they used 

such t r a d i t i o n a l / o l d fashioned methods l ike l e c t u r e 

method which could be boring to s tudents . They 

completely ignored the use of inquiry method which 

has been found to be the bes t method for the learning 

of Social Studies. Inadequate use of inquiry method 

has been found to have a negat ive effect on s tudents ' 

performance in examinations. Lack of adequate t ex t -

books and learning mater ia l s were also par t of the 

problems encountered by the t eache r s . Concrete 

e f fo r t s should be made to solve these problems in 

order to improve on s tudents ' performance in Social 

Studies Examination. The f indings of t h i s study confirmed 

trend in Zar ia Zone as observed in o ther a reas . 

- v i i i -






























































































































































































































