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LHTRODU G MY

Community life is closely connected:with an
undeyr. sanding of relaxaticn. with the urge for another
vitallizing influence, besides the Job and the family - an
influence capable of expanding men's narrow private
existence.

Wo great civilization has g¢xisted which has not
fulfilled man's irrepresible longing for institution where
such broader life can develop. In different periods these
institutions have had different aims, but whet - c-11:4
the Greek agora, the Roman Forum, the Medieval market place .
or modern civie centres, all have contributed to the
development of human values, The average man, with more
than a century of falsified emotional education behind him
may not be won over suddenly by the contemporary symbol in
paintving and sculpture., But his inherent though unconscious
feeling may slowly be awakened by the original expression
of a new civie¢ life., This can be donec W thin a frame work
of civic centres - those very centres which our mechanised
civilization has always regarded as inessential.

Through the degerative process of the last 120 ysars,
find that the general communal organisation has become more

dispersed, so that the sense of the civic centre as a
control point and natural rendezvous for citizens, has

become confused,



Thie loss of identity and signiflicance oi tue
governmental, ceremonial and social headquarters of towns
is a misfortune from many points of view, Loss of civic
unity has been part of the price we are paying. The forum
of classical antiquity and the piazza or central square
of Medieval Renaissance timees, with all that they stood for,

were the accepted and recognisable meeting-place for citizens,

What is needed today are extensions to the dwellings,
where contucts between citizens can occur as a matter of
course, a natural assembly on occasions of crisis or public
rejoicing, expressed in generosity of layout and the scenic
splendours of space and fine architecture. Thelr promotion
is nothing new; they are bound up with the consciousness

of being a member of a city.

To counter the contemporary phenomenon of creeping
boredom, design should strive to provide environmental
diversity by ensuring that each development turns up unique.
Pride, pushing side the hollow feeling of anonymity can
result from being surrounded with things of close association.
Hence design should attempt to give a development a
'perscnality' with which its users can identify something

truly 'mine' as differentiated from anybody's,

It is common knowledge that in most if not all Nigerian
towng, no consecious and determined effort has been made

in providing the citizens a civic centre capable of
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generating a sense of belonging in them., All the attempts

so far are no more than a piece meal approach tased on the
false ,remise that 'something is always better than nothing‘.
I believe that the quality of life in our towns could be
raised to new heights 1f the citizens are provided with

the facilities that promote contacts between them.

In the Imo State Capital of Owerri, the situatiocn is
no different from what obtains in most other Nigerian
towns, The inhabitants of the city have lost faith and
confidence in an authority that in their view is always
demanding from them without offering anything in return,
This type of mental disposition if not corrected could
on the long run pclarise the citizens and their rulers,

The end product is of course the disruption of civic life,

In spite of the fact that the government of Imo State
of Nigeria is committed to building a new city on the
outskirts of the existing state capital, it will be
ridiculous to suggest that the existing town should be
abandoned to fate. This thesis therefore is an attempt to
stimulate civic pride and to inject a new life into the
present OWwerri town which in no distant time would become
the 0ld sector of the state capital, My approach is to
protect and to preserve the only greenbelt in the town -

a greenbelt which in recent times is fast disappearing and
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being replaced by shabby and unhealthy structures.

It is my hope that this thesies would contribute in
its own small way to the big task of breeding citizens
who are conscious of their civic obligations by

identifying themselves with their cities and through them,
their nation.



CHAPTER ONE
H ORIC BACKGROUND.

The Hellenic - Hellenistic phase of civilization
established certain main principles distined to govern
the use and disposition of cities in succeeding ages
amongst which is a comprehensive and attractive communal
centre as the focal and general assembly point of the
town, In the early times, the same area sheltered all the
manifestations of public life, but evolution in civic life
led to a differentiation and a segregation of the several
activities in community life: Religious, political,
social, Jjudicial, commercial, industrial, theatrical,
athletic, All those particular centres were kept together
in a rather close vicinity. 1In course of time, the civic
centre ag & whole, or the special centres individually
underwent several transformations, extensions, additions

and rebuildings.

The first organised civic centres could be traced back
to the Greeks and the Romans, The Greek agora was in the
beginning the gathering place of the people and not just
a market, With increasing trade and wealth in the 5th

century B.C. 1t became more intermingled with commerce,

The agora in principle is an open space - a square

surrounded loosely by simple buildings intended for public



use, In the Hellenistic period, the agora came to be
bounded by etandardised elements, still very simple inform-
columri3, porticos and an entablature - that formed the stoa,
a covered way protected against rain and sunshine which
served above all as a meeting place for the formation

of public opinion,

Bociologically it is especially interesting that no
buildings faced directly upon the agora itself, The stoa
was supreme the public buildings such as the prytaneum
(public building enclosing the eternal hearth, mystical
court and the assembly of the elders) and buleuterion
(Council Hall), were in close contact with the agora, but
stood behind the stoa. The agora 1tself was for the
community not for the Council, not for anyone else but only
for the people and exclusively for the people. On the inner
wall of the stoa and in the square itself, objects were
placed in memory of those who had worked well for the
community., The idea of the agora is inherent in the
democratic conception of Greek life. The agora was a
community place, well defined and nicely arranged, but very
simple. Monumentality was only for the gods. Of special
mention is pompeii's civic centre in the 2nd century A.D.
with its public buildings of considerable scale and
splendour that include three temples, a sanctuary, basilica,

municipal buildings, a hall for oratory and voting, a



principal and lesser market and a collonaded hall of
exceptional cize and dignity used for purposes of display

and barter,

L]

Any natural condition offered by the sites of these
meeting places were seized upon to formm a fitting centre,
The Acropolis at Athens is an exampie of the formation of
a central group of buildinge on a commanding hill, around

which the town was grouped.

The Roman Forum on the other hand was a completely
disordered place. The Romans from the beginning,
intermingled business, Religion, Jjustice and public life,
Thus they grouped together the prison, the rostrum on the
people's platform, temples, treasure houses and the
pabricians stronghold. But besides Giffevencas between
the Greek Agora and the Roman Forum which reveal divergent
conceptions of community life, common features prevail,

The right of the pedestrian was regarded as sacrosanct,

During the medieval period the city in general decayed
and with it, the civic centre. The market place, whether
bordered or not by aracdes was surrounded by the private
houses of the citizens. Also no care wag taken to see that
traffic was kept out of the public square., The life of the
city took place along the street and we find that streets

and porticos were destined for the market, for public affairs
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and for justice, In PONY GARNIHR'S OITY INDUSTRIBLLA
MOVEMENT, there was a revival attempt as evidenced by his
doingated town, the middle of which was reserved for a

civic centre, a high school district and athletic fields,
During the "City Beautiful Movement! almost every city

plan contained a proposal to group certain governmental and
cultural functions at one location, typically in the central

business diestrict.

In the 50's and 60's there was a reawakening of
interest in the civic centre concept because of a growing
need for administrative and cultural facilities in urban

areas and for a variety of public builldings.

1.1 PRIENE CIVIC CENIRE

Priene civic centre extended from north to south and
graduated in four terraces down the slope, perpendicularly
to the town'e main street., All the civic establishments
and bul ldinges were concentrated in a zone >f about 40O0x200m,
The main 'west gate' street, entering priene's agora widened
towards the narrow northern side (7 to 9.25m) there it was
bordered by a flight of six stepe leading to a promenade
(lying on a 1.5m higher level) on which opened the sacred
stoa (116.46m long). Behind the stoa and opening on to it
lay a line of magistrates' offices and to the East the
Bouleuterion with auditorium., To the West, the stoa wae

bordered by a descending stajrway street abutting on the
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West portico of the broad southern part of the agora, In

the centre of the open space (75.63m long and 4€.36m wide)

was a.a alta-~,
1.2, PERGAMON, UIVIC CENTRE

The fan-shaped civic centre on the c¢rest of the hill
of Pergamon uppermost town was created by the Attalid
dynasty in the 3rd and 2nd centuriecs B.C.

1. The ascending main streel, bisected the
2. The portice enclosed upper agora with
3, A temple

L., The long terrace with a multi-storey collonade
on its its west side led to

5« The theatre for about 10,000 spectators and a templ:
6. A temple. S
7+ The famous great Alilsr of Zeus,

8, The precinct of the Athena temple enclosed on
three sides by two-storeyed porticoes,

9, The libranry.

10, A serles of palaces extending to
11. The poriico-enclosed precinct of the Trajaneum
i2. The arsenal and storehouses.

.

1.3 ATHENS CIVIC OENTRE

The city of Athens was in feéiity the civic centre of
Gfeater Athens which expanded over the whole of Attica.
It was the.meeting place for public life of the Athenian
citizen. ; . . .. . SR .

1. Peisistratid temple of Athena,.

2, Sixth century predecessor of Parthenon.



6 a temple (consecrated to Dionysos and later to
Caracalla)
7 the famous great Altar of Zeus
I the ascending main street left on its right a hero
shrine and reached
8 the precinct of the Athena temple, enclosed on
three sides (also to the scuth) by two-storeyed
porticoes. Adjacent lay
9 the library. To the right of the main street
10 a series of palaces extending to
11 the portico-enclosed precinct of the Trajaneum.
Opposite the main street lay the garrison bar-
racks and on the descending slope
12 the arsenal and storehouses',
The whole formed an imposing display of monu-
mental civic art,

Scale | : 4000

Figure23 Pergamon of the Attalids®
'3 See page 40

But the Greek civic centre’s centre and its most
conspicuous and important feature, persisting
through all ages®, was the great open public court-
yard: namely the Agora’. It was the main 'living
room’ of a Greek community throughout the greater
part of the year and enabled most of the citizens’
activities tc be carried on in the open air, at this
meeting place of all burghers.

A short series of plans may illustrate different
facets of that gem of genuine community-life that
the Greek agora has been.

Scale | : 2000

Figure 24 The Palace of Phaestos®

Phaestos

In Minoan times the civic centre was the palace of
the king-priest; it was the dignified scene of his
public life.

In this stately and imposing environment, an
‘elite’ society displayed an elaborate, refined social
life.

Aseries of vestibules, reception halls, staterooms,
etc., served for indoor purposes.

But the main feature was the great, central, open
courtyard, regularly laid-out and probably portico-
surrounded. It can be considered as the prototype of
the Greek agora.

Beside the great court, several others of less im-
portance and dimensions were used probably on

35 See poge 40



3. Precinct of Artemis Brauronia

4, Bhrine of Aphrodite Pandemos

b, Xlepsydra

6, South-West fountain-house.

7. Predecessor of tholos,

8, 014 Bouleuterion

9, Temple of the mother of the Gods
10. First Temple of Apclle Patroos,.
11. Sancturary of Zeus,

12, Pcribolos of the Twelve Gods

.Thé”sprawlinglearly Athenian square provided with

shady trees and fountains, served for all the purposcs of
community life, &t about 500 B.C. the political assembly
moved to the slopes of the Pnyx, and theatrical performances
were transferred to the south slope of the Acropolis, 1In
the 5th and 4th centuries, courthouses were built in the
vicinity of the agora and protucted promenades were created
by the erection of the stoa Poikile and the stoa of Zeus

in the north-west corner, Commerce probably occupied an

informal market-place in the northeeast corner of the agora,



CHAFTER TWO
COMP, IVE STUDY CiVIC CENTRES

2.1 CIVIC CENTRE, NEWCABTLE UPON TYNE.

The building was designed to fulfil two primary
functions., It provides administrative offices for the
departments and accomodation for the council and
committees together with banqueting facilities and Lord
Mayor's and Sheriff's suites. The dominant element is the
12 storey block of offices, The council chamber is the
focal point of the building to the Great North Road. The
elliptical chamber situated at first floor level, forms a

porte-cohere to the ceremonial entrance beneath.

The main entrance leads to the Grand Stair Hall which
extends in part through three floors in height, The Grand
Stair Hall gives direct access to the banqueting hall and
members lounge and to the administrative office block. The
counc.l chamber is basically elliptical and ies designed to
take 149 seats arranged on eight 10cm stepped levels

radieting from the Lord Mayor's chair,

An elevated brick-~paved terrace below the high block
overlooks the pools of cascading water on the north and
west of the large central hall and provides a guiet statir
area for the public. The council and bangqueting suites are

fully air-conditioned.



2.2 BOSTON CITY HALL.

In purely formal terms, City Hall Boston is &
complecely closed design not only physically - in the sense
that 1t could not be easily expanded or altered - but also
acgthetically - in the zsense that no feature could be
added or removed without disturbing the aesthetic
equilibrium of the whole, The many municipal offices are
housed in a clear andecoerent mamner. As many as 5,000
citizens & day may have business with the various department.
these are organised according to frequency of use., Those
most in demend - tax offices and the offices for marriage
licences, building permits etc, arc placed on or near the
plaza level, Beneath them is a floor housing garages,
mechanical equipment and a computer centre, The monumental
stairs lead up to a space originally intended for the
municipal reference library but now used for exhibitions;
to the council chamber and councillor's offices and to the
mayor's suite. The upper three floors of the hollow squarc
are largely offices, All of these sPéces are linked
together with immaculate care. Perhaps the most spectacular
aspect ol the whole project is City Sguare - the huge brick
paved pléaza which has often wen likened to munieipal hlazm -
Renaissance Italy especially that of Biem - in which the

city hall is set.
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It is an urban space of unprecedented gspaciousness
and one must add, unprecedented severity. The contrast
betwe:n it and the richly embrasured city hall is
sumnambulistic, Unfortunately it (the square) does not
offer the citicenry the pleasure commensurate to its
size, It lacks an environmental life-support system which
would bring pecple to the square even when traditional
pomp and circumstance have quite lost their attractive
power - benches, tables, trash baskets, drinking fountains,
public toilets, Environmental amenities for protection
against the climate of Boston, a climate of hot humid
summers, cold winters and year round precipitation in the
form of fog, rain, sleet and snow, One would have expected
such things as covered loggias for protection against rain
and snow, shade trees for protection against weather ard a
high level night-time illumination tc make entire area mo-..

attractiv2, more usuable and hence safer,

2.3 SAINT-DIE CIVIC CENLIRE

The eivic centre for the bombed city of Saint-Die in
France seems to express all that is meant today by the
Core of the City. In a masterly way it displays & new
kind of spatial relationship.

The programme demarded a social centre for this city

of 20,000 - 30,000 inhabitants and here theatre, cinema,
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museum, administration buildings, hotels, shops and
restaurants are all freely disposed and yet develop a
wonderiul play of forces, The different buildings are
designed and placed in such a way that each emanates its
own spatial atmosphere and yet bears a close relationchip
to the whole core. The area is perforated by volumes of
widely different shapesg that continually fill in or hollow
out the space like contemporary sculptures., Pecple walking
around or sitting in the cafe that forms a corner of the
square would have & continually changing spatial experience.
Theatre, museum, administration centre - all are freely
placed in space and the eye can even glimpse the distant
old cathedral. A two-level scheme, the plan is based on a
cross-path pedestrian circulation (as opposed to the
traditional cross-road centre). The whole are of the core
is reserved exclusively for pedestriane and this relates it
to the Greek agora. This unrealised scheme for the first
time in our period would have presented & crystallization
of community life which could have equalled the Greek

meeting place.

2.4 CIVIC CENTRE AND TOWN HALL SUNDERLAND

The centre is symptomatic of a changing economic and
social climate and a further facet in the revitalisation
of the town. It accomodates all 418 council departments

together with a civic suite and a multi-storey car park on
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an elevated site to the south of the town centre
which it overlooks, The general form of the complex, two
linked hexagons enclosing two courtyards was largely
inspired by the rocky nature of the subsoil and the need
to minimise excavation, But the form is particularly
suitable because the council's brief stressed the need
for easy access by public at ground level to many of the
departments which preferably were to have seperate
entrances, The figure of eight plan form has allowed the
designers to break down the accomodation into clearly
defined groupings enabling departments to function
independently within & coherent pattern, The courtyard
arrangement has simplified circulations and problems of
access, Pedestrian routes converge into the courtyards
and entrances to the various departments open off them,
The hexagonal forms too, facilitate expansion., As the
buildings are without confining limits, additional arms
can be developed from the existing plan as the needs of the

civic centre grow.

2,5 TOWN HALL HOVE

Bited near an old pavement line, the town hall provides
a small piazza with the character of a town square. To
make the best use of this space, the multi purpose hall is

brought forward over part of the piazza to provide an area
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of covered space which will be laid out with seating,

display cases and street furniture,

The main vehicular acess to the building is under
a canopy. This entrance leads to a foyer which is the
main circulation point for the entire building and from
which all the principal accomecdation is arranged, The
basement is given over to ancillary and supporting

accomodation.

At ground floor level the foyer gives access to the
243,7 m° banqueting rcom (te serve 200 - 300 people) and
an 83.5 m2 75 seat reception room with a servery and bar,
$liding walls around the reception room and the banqueting
room can be rearranged to provide alternative suites of
accomodation. Immediately over these rooms at fir st floor
level, projecting ocver the piazza is the main 725 m2 milti-
purpose hall, again with its own servery bar and storage
facilities. The multi-purpose hall contains a gallery
around threec sides with a raked seating balcony at one end,
and circulation and refreshment are with bars, toilets and
servery at the other, Although accomodate some 1000 seats
including 350 at balcony level or 600 diners for a full
banquet.

The 8-/ corner of the site is devoted to the council
suite with a chamber extending through the equivalent of

two storeys to provide a public gallery at one end;for
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acoustic and circulation reasons the chamber is surrounded

by an ambulatory, To the north of the foyer is situated
a two and three storey office block principally containing
the town clerk's and borough treasurer's departments; this

is arranged around a partly open courtyard,

In the treatment of the exterior great care has been
taken to avoid a box-like appearance and the scale of the

building does not dominate the neighbourhooed,

2.6 TOVN HALL KURASHIKI

It is situated on the edge of the o0ld town centre and
connects the latter with the newer districts., The complex
is closed in fashion, 1t reposes monumentally and heavily
in the midst of the amall structures of the old town, Its
fortress-like character is reinforced by the ponderous
articulation elements that strees the horizontal; the
windows are horizontal slots, 1In this way adeguate sun
protection is provided. There are thus created shady
intermediate zones that are partly developed in the form of
balconies. The entrance, at grade level, covered with a
heavy, projecting concrete beam leads into a monumental
public hall which is thoroughly in keeping with the imposing
character of the outside.

The hall, owing ot its monumental dimensions is also
suited for large social events. At grade level, it takes

up so much room that only little space is left for utility
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rooms like offices, garages and 4 dining-room. The

archives are accomodated on a mezzanine level while the
first floor, reached via a menumental open staircase,
contains one single large-atale office tract which is
undivided and which occupice all the available floor space,
The terrace like roof can Ye used for all sorts of occasions,
The slanting roof superstiuctures serve as backdrops for

open air dramatic performnces,

2.7 LAGOS CITY HALL

The building 1s sited in the centre of a rapidly
developing administaacior and buginees area of Lagos,
The total area aslocated and which was previously housing

the old struc-ures of th: council was hectares,

1t wag designed as a singlec compact block, recessed
from ths main Catholic Mission Street, thue providing a
publ#* sgquare in frout, The ciiy hall is composed of three
up-t8: the centre which contains all public functions,
pain communications and main enirances; and the two others

are the office wings laid out around two courts.

The following public areas are located at the centre:
the Cash and Pay Office on the ground floor; the Banguet
Hall on the first floor (accomodating 800 people); the
Couneil Chamber on the third floor (accomodating 100

Council Members and 300 members of the public);
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four committee rooms; Public Lounge and Foyer; Councillor's
lounge and Library; Health Museum; Kitchen and Canteen;
lifts and stairs, There are two main entrances at the
North and South sides and two auxilliary entrances at.the
East and West sides, The North entrance from Igbosere
Road is on the ground floor and serves the officials and

members of the public in daily use,

the Bouth entrance from Catholic Mission Street is the
first floor via the elevated bridge and serves the public
and officials for ceremonial use as well as at Council
Meeting.

A number of works of art are located at public areas,
At the entrancec to the Banguet Hall there &re two wooden
carvings each 5,2mx2,.,9m of Nigerian motives, At the public
entrance to the Council Chamber there is & mosaic mural
15.5mx2,.9m showing typical Lagos festivals, The L4,9mx2.9m
main doors of the Cash and Pay Office are carved with local
motives, The Coate of Arms made out of bronze &re in
diameter installed at the main elevation and supported
between two columns in the centre,

Besides these works a number of decorative ceramic walls
were designed for the various public lobies and Foyers,
The whole exterior facia columns and walls are clad in

grey crystal-like Nigerian marble,
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2.8 <'§ 4 TOKY

This was concelved as a single complex accomodating the
entire administrative apparatus of the hupe metropolis of
Tokyo with the intention of creating a city hall that would
be a real focus of the 1if3 of the community. For this
reason, in the original plan, in addition to the office
and administration functions, provision for free pedestrian
zones, so that every inhabitant of the city should be able
to establish a personal relationship to the building, was
made, However only one third of the complex designed was

actually completed,

In the existing ten-storey horizontally aligned tract,
concrete supports carry the upper levels. The windows are
recessed behind a sun-break balcony system. Rough concrete
and glass then determine the character of the external
construction., The roof is designed as an accessible area;
its sure> structures - life machinery, air conditioning
plant, water tanks and the electricuty central -~ recall to
some extent the concrete construction of lLe Corbusier. In
accordance with the central assignment, a complex serving
the public, works of art were incorporated in the architectur-,
on the ground floor level, and especially in the two storey
entrance zone in order to create the proper atmosphere,

The connection between the completed part of the complex and

the surrounding area of the city is not a particularly



1
haeppy one, since the narrowness of the space available and
the restricted number of accesses have prevented the
building from becoming a central point of community
crystallization, The ascent stairs with the projection
entrance level seek to create such a connection between
city and city hall and to open up the large-floor hall
to the public,
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CHAPTER THRERE

A A _GENERAL SURVEY OF _OWERRIL

What is now the capital of Imo State was once & rural
settlement comprising the following villages: Umuodu,
Umuonyeche, Umuoyima, Umuororonjc and Amawom, all
concentr: £:d not only on the lower half of the present
Owerri town but also on the Eastern bank of River Nwerie.
This situation has determined the growth of the towd - linear
and almost entirely on the Eastern bank of River Nowrie,
The colonial masters came and created their provinces,
Owerri became the capital of what was normally referred to
before independence as the old Owerrl province, It
comprised the following Divisions:-

Population 1953 Population 1963

Aba Division 396,111 541,968
Bende Division 222,145 L27,867
Okigwe Division L42,706 743,832
Orlu Division 356,256 665,665
Owerri Division 560,673 901,016

It is these five former divisions together with the
former Ogoja province that now constitute Imo State., With
such a long history as an adminisetrative capital, one would
have expected a befitting civic centre. For one reason or
other, this was thought unnecessary and the story is the.

same in many towns all over the country.
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Meanwhile the colonial masters established their

notorious reservation area on the upper half of the town
and seperated it from the psst of the town by means of
buffer which they used ag their gelf course and for the
glorification of the British Crown, It was a perfect no
man's landsThis reservation area received a further boost
by the establishment of a settliement by the shell - BP in
the early 50's when it was prospecting for oil in that

part of the country,

Thus Owerri comprises of two distinct zones. The upper
half of low residential density inhabited by top civil
gervants and the big shots in the society. The low er half-~

a very high density residential area that grew around the
original five villages and inhabited by natives, traders
and lower income civil servants.

The post primary educational institutions are mainly
located on the outskirts. 8o also are the three e xisting
small scale industries namely & shoe factory on the
northern fringe, & sawmill on the southern fringe and a
galvanised steel factory which is yet to go into production
on the western fringe, There are three important inter-
state roads linking Owerri to two neighbouring states,
These are the FPort Harcourt -« Owerri road which links up
with Owerri - Onitsha road Jjust on the western outskirts

of the town, passes through the no man's land dividing it
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into two zones in the process: the one containsthe urban
council office, the town hall, are the cinema, the other
contains the post office, the library, the treasury and
the former Divisional Office. Immediately after the post
office, this road develops into a major spine in the town
and leads southwards to Aba - the commercial nerve centre
of the Eastern £tates.

The other inter-8tate Road is the Owerri - Enugu Road
which enters the town in the Eastern direction and links

up with the one Acgeaeribed above just after the Post Office.

Recently the Imo Btate Government has announced its
intention to build an entirely new city covering an area
of 72.5 km2 on the west bank of River Nworie. This new
city is to be the political administrative and commercial
nerve centre of the state and is to have a population of

230,000 -~ 500, 000.

3B ANALYSIS OF EXISTING GIVIC CEITRE ELEMENTS
3B, 1. i CQUNC S

It is located in the no man's land between the
regervation area and the lower half of the town. The
Council Building was constructed during the Native Authority
Administration by the entire people of 0ld Owerri Division
about the year 1911, The fund was raised through levies
imposed on every section of the Division. It was first

used primerily as a court and later inherited by the urban
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Council on its creation. At present it accomodates the
following departments: Secretary's, Treasurer's, Works,

valuation, and Market.

1. SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT:

The composition is as follcwe

- The town clerk who is both the administrative and the
executive head of the council,

- Deputy Town Clerk.

- A chiefl clerk

- Three correspondence clerks

- Three Minutes clerks

= Three typists

- Three messengers,

ii, TREASURER'S DEPARTMENT :

Comprises the following:
- Treasurer
- Cashier
- Three Rates clerks
- Three Licence clerks
-~ Five Voucher clerks
- One storekeeper

iii, WORKS DEPARTMENT
This is made up of:

- Town Engineer

- Technical Officer

- Two Building Inspectors
- Twe Road Overseers

- Three clerks

- 8ix Drivers

- Three Carpenters
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-~ Three Masons

-~ Two Painters

~ Five Labourers

~ Frur Draughtsmen

iv. VALUATION DEPARTMENT:

~ 18 made up of':

~ Valuation Officer,

~ Two Rating Assistants

- Two Valuation assistants
- Two Rating Inspectors

- Three Chainmen,

v. MARKET DEPARTMENT :

the posts are:
- Market supritendent
- Market supervisor
- Three Market Masters
- Market assistant
- Market attendant
- BNo Toll collectors

In spite of the small strength of the staff, the offices
are ovurcrowded, ill-equipcsd badly 1lit and poorly
ventillated.

3B.,2 THE TOWN HALL
Adjacent to the urban council office is the town Hall,

In the early €0's this hall was erccted to serve as the
main assembly building for meetings of the provincial
council, urban council, lectures, receptions and other
forms of public functions, Attached to it was the

previncial commissioner's office which until a few months
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8go was thé dffice for the fesident - 3 post which hus
been abolished, T

With a capacity of less than o hundred, it is &
shocking example of short sightedness in the use of
public fund. Together with the urban council office,
it forms a small sguare thait has been converted to a
parking lot for tractors and other wvehicles belonging to

the urban council,

3B,3 TIE CINEMA _ B

On the other end of the urban council office iz situated
the only cinema in the whole town - Rex Cinema, with a
capacity of about 150 pecople. 1In spite of its low quality
in both design and construction, it hes continued to
render an invaluable service to the people who have no

other cheice,

3B,k THE POST QOFFICE

Across the Road'from the urbaﬁ council office and facing
it, is the post office, built in 1947 and typical of all
the colonial post officee in the entire country. It is
one of the few structures that successfully resisted the
destruction and damages caused by the civil war. A new

post office ig at the moment under construction behind

this 01d one, The aim is to decongest the ageing structure.
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38,5 THE CATHEDRAL

The Roman Catholic Cathedral (Assumpta Cathedral) is
the laﬁdmark in owerri, It was started about 1954 and is
yet to be completed, Situated at the Jjunction of Port
Harcourt - Owerri road and Onitsha - Owerri road, it faces
the latter axially and commands the view of the entire
town from the high vantage point on the other benk of
Nworie River from the urban council office. It is reputed
to be one of the biggest in West Africa, 1Its renaissance
Italian character is accentuated by its dominating central

dome

3B.6 THE LIBRARY,
The newly completed state library is one of the blessingo

of the young state. It is strategically located at one end
of the no man's land and faces the Police Station road.,

A hundred meters away along this rocad is the Cabinet Office
formerly the Divislonal 0ffice.

3B.7 IHE LAW COURTS

Both the High Court and the magistrates' court are
located within the reservation area, The magistrate's court
is more of a2 market stall than & court., It is open on three
sides, the Lth side containe the jury's the magistrates,
the commissioner of oaths and other ancilliary offices., It

has neither the dignity nor the awe of a court building.
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The High Court in contrast is a moderm building completed

just before the civil war, It suffered considerable damage

during the war but was rehabilitated at the end of the wapr,

3¢ CONGLUSIONS:

1.

2.

5.

The civic centre elements are scattered all along the
green buifer without any strong link between them.

Most of the elements have grown so old and out-dated
that they need to be replaced,

Besides the cathedral and perhaps the High Court and the
Library, no other elements has a dignifying imge
worthy of a state capital.

The sudden rise in staigs of the town has brought in
its wake a demand for structures with better facilities,
bigger capacities and identifiable locations.

The greecn buffer could be developed into a more
attractive and beautifyl area that is successfully
integrated with the civic centre elements,

Nothing can be done about some of these structures.
Atterrts should therefore be made to bring them in line

with the re~organisation of the green bufrfer.

Some of the roads and streets wiithin the town need
to be re-examined in order to avold fragmentation of
this green belt,
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CHAPTER FOUR

4 A CIVIC CENITRE - WHAT IT IS

The nature of the provision made in the central darea of
cities normally referred to as the civic centre has varied
but little through the ages and in broad principle cannct
be said to call for material change today.

It is gererally defined as a distinct area located at
or near the centre of a8 city whithin which are located the
city's major administrative and sometimes cultural and social
activities. There is however much more to it than that,

It is the physical embodiment of what the city is, what it
stands for and what it aime to be, Today it must assume
the function of an efficient office building, & municipal
govermment administrative centre, the site for collective
emotiemalevents where the people play as important a role
as the spectacle itself, and where a unity of the
architectural background, the people and the symbols conveyed
by the spectacles interact, Its significance in the growth
of a city results from its expression of the purpose and
mture of municipal government and its civic life as well
as from its impressive monumentality.

True its functioning must be both efficient and
convenient; it must be flexible and readily adaptable to
changing conditlions and requirements, This dimension of

time has always remalned the secret of the success of all
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public bujildings.

A capital city would naturally call for parliamentary
or legislative units, ministerial department and so on,
A formalistic and somewhat spectacular type of layout
would be looked for to accord with the ceremonial character
of such areas, PBut beyond and logically associate with
the governmental and control services, would cane the

cultural, entertainment and hospitality agencies.

ELEMENTS OF A CIVIC CEN'RE

The civic centre cannot be seen in complete isolation

of the entire town centre as a god number of its elements
are very much affected by the rest of the town centre not
only in termg of architectural forms but also the spaces

and circulation pattern, Generally speaking the civic
centre is placed very close to offices and the shopping
centre the former because of the convenience both of the
public and of government officials in transacting business
that requirec visits to various agencies, the latter because

it ie the natural supplement of a civic centre,

The major elements of the civic centre include,

- Town Hall

= Municipal or County Offices
- Library

= Civiec Hall

- Museum and Art Gallery
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- Police and Law Court

- Cinema or theatre
-~ Civic Bquare.

Administrative buildings like the municipal off'ices and
the buildinge for the central government might be placed
next to the offices, and cultural buildings like the library
and cinema sited adjacent to the shopping. Depending on
the approach, - all these major elements could be grouped
around the civic square in such a way that they are tied up
so to say in a positive manner, There are however cases
where two or three of the elements are prouped to form a
small square whille leaving the major civic square for the

dorminant elerent invariably the Town Hall,

The civic square is a key element in the design of a
civic centre, The Council Chamber aand Town Hall being
expressive of the corporate life of the town have intimate
relationship with the chief civic space - the buildings as

an indoor civic meeting space, the square as an outdoor :ge,

The greatest major plaza's or civic squares in the world
become civic symbols not only because of their beauty of
design but because of the variegated and important civic events

which take place in them,
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4L.B TiE SRIEF.

Iike all seats of political power thes civic centre has

an ideclogical task - that of imprinting its presence upon
the town conseiousness. For one citizen who will actually
enter it, either for routine business or cercmonial occasio,.,
many will merely see it in passing by. Hence its external
visage, the fuce it turns to the outside world should be
an area of great concern, The citizen would find himself
naturally and unconsciously walking into it. It would not
only comfortably shelter the actual processes of government
but would celebrate its power and importance in both
architectonic and iconographic terms, It should act as a
link between the two segments of the town and be completely
integrated with ite environment; it should provide
facilities for leisure and relaxation both within and
without,

The entire shceme is to be carried cit in two phases,
The first phase comprises the following.
1. The.Civic Hall,

It should be capable of hosting lectures, dances, plays,

drama, film shows, and civic reception.

2., The Council Chamber,
This should be seen as the actual seat of government

for both the town and the Local Government and should be
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treated as suclh, Provision should be made for such facilitics
as the banquet Hall, chairman's suite committee room,

members’

lounge, reception room and public galliery from
where the eitizens could watch the proceedings of the
council mectings, It should in addition be capable of
hosting conferences,

2. (Qffices for Both The Urban Council And The Local
Government,

They should not only conform to the administrative
changes recently announced in the state but also allow for

future administrative changes demanded by growth,

4, A Public Loungoe: )
As & means of keeping the centre lively after the offices
might have c¢losed, a public lounge with restaurant facilities

is required.

f. A Civic Square:
The square should serve as an outdoor asseumbly place
with nice and carcfully handled relaxation areags., The second

phase comprises a cinema and a museun,
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FUNCTIONS OF WHE LOCAL GOVEKRLLUT LND THE URBAR COUNCIL!

L4.C, 1

T ¢ efficicney of the civie centre in g .ncral and the
local governncnt office, the urban eouneil and the counecil
chanber in particular is to bc scoen in the context of thoir
functions,

THE LOCLL GOVERNMENT:

According to thc instruncent cstablishing thce new Local
Governnent sct-up in thc statce, Owerri Local Governncnt
arca conpriscs thc former Owerri Adninistrative Division
excluding Obudi-igwa Aren. It includcs thce forner Oratta
County Council with a population of 155, 5iie
Owerri Urban County Council population 26, 017%

Ngor Okpala County Council population  85583+»
#7965 Consus

The Owecrri Urban Council is to cotiprisc of the fornoer
Owerri Urban Council plus Uratta, population 135,989, This
includcs all towns within 10kn radiuc fron the Post Office,
an arce which the state governncnt hoas designatcd as Owerrd
Planning Arca. Assuning an average growth ratc of 23% for
the Local Governitent arca and 4% for the Urban Council, the
population will by 2000 A.D. stand n2s follouws:?

Local Govcrnnent Arca 347, 189

Urban Council 244,908.

Thc following arca cextracts fron Ine State Governnent
Edict Numbcr 20 of 1976 which fornally cstablished the Local

Governnent in the statc.
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PLRT V, - COHPOSITION OF COUNCILS 4ND LLECTIONS

15 (1) s¢vs04+ a couneid «ee.. shall be coitposcd of =

(2)

(3)

a. FElcctcd uulbcrb, nnd

b. vwherce the instruncnt provides, nominated ncobors,

The nuntber of cleccted and noninntcd nenbers of o
council and thc nunber of clcetcd nenbers to be
rcturncd by cach ward of thc arca of authority of
a Local Governnent ,... in no casc shall BC ...

lese than tcon or norc than thirty.

essss The nuunber of noninnted iciibers.....shall not
be nierc thon one quartcr of thce total nuaber of

nenbers prescribed,

PLRT XIX - MISCELLLNEOUS AND SUPPLLIMENTLRY.

Paragraph 180 scction (1) rcpeals the Dit“=isnal Adninistra-

tion Edict of 1971 and all aicnducnts thorcto,

182 Statces that

the functions confcrrecd by an cnactnent on any resident,

Divisional Officer, Scle Adainistrator or such sinilar

officer of the governnent shall.ssw.... be confercd upon

and discharged by thc following persons, that is -

a)

b)

in so far as sweh functions rclatc to corcuonial

nattcrs, by thc chairnan cof thc Local Goverument

Council;

in so far as such functiones rclatc to other nattcrs,

by tho Scerctary to tho Local Governmonteesvecees



RULES FOR ANY MUETING OF A COUNCILOR COMMIVILL OF i GuusCil

e

501

(d)

(c)

(£)

(8)

(h)

(1)

88

e

Every nceting of a council shall bc open to the public

This docs not apply to committce ncetings,

) The ninutcs of the procccdings of a council
shall at all rcasonnblc tincs be open to inspcction

by nenbers of the public.

Receipts derived fron any public utility concern, or
any scrvicc or undertaking bclonging to or maintaincd

by a Local Governilcent cither in whole or in part;

Rents decrived fron the letting cor lecasing of any

building or land beclenging to a loeal governricnt.
Statutory allocations or grants inaid . » . « &

Any suns of noncy which nay lawfully bce assigncd to a

local governnont,
intercest on the investinient funds of a Loenl Governnent;

such suns of noncy as 1ay be grantcd te a Loeal

Governiicnt by any othcr Local Governnont,

(1) £ Locnl Governncnt Inspcctor 1iny be appointcd in
recepect of any Local Governncnt or group of Locnl
Governix nts,

(2) & Local Goveornnent Inspeetor -

a) Shall have the rizght to attend all council and
coxiittee neetings;

b) Shall at all rcascnablc tincs have accss te and

bc cntitlcd to inspcct all boocks, accounts and rccords

a council;



&, May advisc a Loenl Govermncnt in rcgnrd to any of

its functicons under the cdict.

PLxT XII  GENLRAL FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

- e

Main Sourccs of Rcvonuc,

89 (1) Thc Rcvenuce and other funds ..... shall consist
of all such suns of noncy or funds ,.... fron the

following sources:-—

a., noncys derived fron development rate and any rate
inposcd by thc Loenl Governnent by virtuc of the

provisions of thisc cdict;

b. mnoncys payablc to a Loenl Governnent under the

provisions of any othcr cnactnent;

¢, nonoys derived fron liccnscs, pernits, ducs, charges or
fces speeificd by any byo--laun or rulcs nade by a

Local Govecrnnent;
The Scerctary

2, Shall be responsible for convening all ncotings of the
council and its comraittcececs and for the preparation of

ainutes and reports of such council and connittecs,

%+ Shell adviec the council nnd its connittec on all
nattcers upon which hce considere his advicce nccessary.
eese 8nd sholl bc cntitloed to attend all acetings of

the council and of its comnitteces,
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Ls Shall advisc the chairuan of the council on all

natters appertaining to their respective functions,

7% (1) BEBvery departnent of a Local Governnent shall be
under thc supcrvision of an officcr who shall bo
designated head of departncent,

Providcd that two or norc departnents nay be

undcr thc supcrvision of onc hend of departnent,

(2) «sesBnch hecad of departincnt shall:-
o) in nattcrs of policy, bc subjcet to the goncral

dircction of ~ supcrvisory councillor; and

b) in natters rclating to the cnployces and the
internnl control of the departuent, be under
the general dircction and control of the

Scerctary to the Local Govornnent,

60 (1) Powers of Loenl Governnent which iay be
Excreiscd Concurrcntly with Statc Governnent.

a, Hcalth coentres, natcrnity centres, disponsarics and
hcalth clinies, anbulance scrvices, leprosy clinics

and prcventive health scrvices;

be Mcat inspcetion and abbatoirs;

c. Nurscry, prinary and ndult cduecntion;

d. Infornation nnd public cnlightcnncnt;

€, Provision of scholarship and bursarics

f. Provision of public librarics and rcading-roons;

Be Agriculturnl and aninnl health cxtension scervices
and veterinary elinics:



h. Rural and scui-urban watcr supply,

1. Firo servicces

J» Provision of Roads (othcr than trunk roads), their
lighting nnd drainagcy

k. BSupport for arte and culturc

l, Control of pollution and crosion

ns Control of beggnrs, and of prostitution nnd
rcpatrdiation of destitutcesg

n, Provisicn of houce for dustitutcs, the infirmn and
orphans}

04 Provision of public utilitics including rond and
watcr transport;

Ps Public housing prosramiics?

de Rcpulation and control of bulildings;

re Town and country planning;

8, Opcration of conmercinl undcrtnkings;

te Contrel of traffic ond parking

ue Plpc seworagce systce:n,

PLRT XI ENPLOYEES CF COUNC.LL

68 (1) 4is..povcr to appoint pursons td hold or act

in offices 1n a lLocal Governuent ond to disniss
and ecxcreisc disciplinary :tontrel over persons
holding or acting in such ¢ ffices shall vest in

the Board.

LL]
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72 (1) Bcorctary to Local Goveranont and othoer svaff,

For cvery Lecal CGovernment there shall be oo Scerctaryess
the Scerctary shall be the chicf cxccutive of the Loeal
Governtient and shnll,,.,..:bo responsiblc for the cxccution
of thc poldcy of thc Local Governuent and the day to
day runping of its affairs and in poarticulart-
as Thc supcrvision nnd contrel of ~1l cnpleycces of the

Local Governnont.

be Tho coordinntion of all netivitics of dopnrtuonts of

the Loenl Governncent.

37 (5) Thc chairnan of » council shall not be anpointed
chairiian of norc than onc conittoc,
(€) No ncuber of a council shall be chairnnn of morce
than two comittocs,
45 (1) There shall be a Poliec Comittce vhieh shall
conclst of:-

as Chnirnan of the Loeal Govermicnt Couneil who shall

also bc the chairiian of thce Poliec Coumdtteo;

Ye the nost scnior police officcer in the arca of

authority of thc Local Governicntesesssesss

¢+ thce nost scnlor prison officcr in the area of

authority of thc Local Governnentaeseecs e

d; the officcer commanding the idlitary unit in the arca

»r his sccond in cormiand,



Cc, seerctnry to tha Leenl Govebnronts nnd
f« not norc than three other persons vho shall be

noninntcd by thc council,

(2) The Police Committec shall have poucr to rogulnto
its own procccding and shall nect not lcess than

oncc in cvery threc nonths,

L6 ceeeecethe policc comuittce shall be rosponsi blo for

thc following!-

n, Constant revicw of quecstions rclating to the

cnforcecnent of bye~laws nnde by the Loeal Governncony;

be investigation and conuent upon counplaints lodged
about thce sctivitics of the pelicuncn in the arcn

of nuthority of thce Local Governncont,

¢e giving ndvicc rclative to the gencral naintcpance
of law and ordcr in the nrco of authority of the

Local Govecrnnent)y and

47 (1) There shnll be o Scerctary to the Policce Comdttcc
who shall be appeintecd by the scerctary toe the

Local @overnucent and shall be rcoponsible forie

t. noking arrangenconts for the ncoutings of the Commdttoc
b taking thc ninutcs of the ncetings of the committec; ona

¢, perforuing such other dutics as the Comittec nay dirce*



PART IX . FUNCTIONS OF LOCLL GOVLANMUNTS:

59,

Bxclusive Povcrs of Local Governncnts,

A Local govermncnt shall bc rcsponsiblc for, and

have powcr ts nake byc=laws in resncct of all or any of

the fellovings-

Oy

b.

C.

Ce
fa

B

he
ie
Je
Ice

1.

Tle

Markcts and notor vchicle parts;
sanitary inspoction, scwerage, rofusc and night-soil

disposnl.

control of vcrmdn

slaughter-houscs, slaughtcr slabs;

public convenicnces.

ceciack.cries and burial - grounds.

registration of births; deaths and nerrisges under
thc custonary law of the inhabitants of its arca of

authori ty;

Jrovision of counmunity ond rocrcation sentres;
parks, gardcns and open sprnccs;

grazing grounds;

fucl plantations;

licensing, supcrvislion and rcgulation of bakcerices,

cating houscs, drinking houscs and laundrics;

liccneing and regulation of bicycles, hand carts and
other types of vehicles (other than vehicles vhich

are mchanically propelled) and cances.
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b-
Ce

d,

2,

control or keeping of animals,

conirol of advertiserasnt and hoarding~ and use of
loud spealers in public plazes;

naning of roads and streets and numbering of plots
and builaings,

collection of vehicle paridng chargss;

collection of develépwent, piroperty, and othor rates
and other designated revenue.

contrel of 4 ruaming

sontrol of land held under custonary tenursa.
collection and control of revenu: fion priva*e forest

estates.,

(1) BEvery Local Government shall cstablisi D-veloumont
Plarninz and Viorks Comgittee whiech shall. coasis” o
the supervisory aouncillor fo» werks vie shall k=

the chairman.

not more than four other members of the Councill,

a representative of the lilnistry of Vorks sad Honning
a representative of the Lconom’c Division of the Minis’
of Finance and Bccnroile Develanmmont; end

a representative of the dMinister, of Locali Governw~ nt

and Social Development.

Members mentioned in (1) (e}, (d) and fe) shall have

no right to vote,
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2.

b.

Ce

44

Every Local Government shall Establish an

dericulture and Natural Resources Coumittee which

shall consist oft-

the sﬁperviéory éﬁﬁncillor fortgériculture Wwho shall
be the chalrman;

net more than four other members of the Council; and
not more than two officials of the Ministry of

Agriculture and Natural Resources . .+ . « o « o

PART VII COMMITTEES GENERAL

33 (1) Every Local Government shall establish a Finance

B,
b.

Ca

(2)

b,

Cu

and Genexal Purposes Commitieg of the Council
whléh shall donsist ofi-

the chajirman of the Council who shall be chairman;

all the supervisory councillors; and

_not mere than twe other members,

eessissthe Finance and General Purpesss Committeec

" shall be responsible for:-

the regulation and control of the finance of the

[

Local Government;

esesethe considerétioﬁ and eward 6f coﬁtracfs;

the implementation of the decisions of the Loecal .
Government with which no other committee or body is
charged and for the general running of the affairs of

the Local Government;



d, such ether functions aa the local government may,

from time to time, delegate to the committee.

34e Evory Local Govornment shall cetablish an
Bducation Committeec which shall consist of:-

as the supervisory councillor for educational matters,

vmo shall be the chairman;

bs not more than four other members of the council; and

cs not more than two appointed officials who shall have

no voting rights,

17 (1)

PART VI

25 (1)

29 (2)

The term of office of members of a council
other than nominated members appointed directly
shall be not less than three years and not
more than threc ycars and thrce months from the

date of the first or last general clections.

- COUNCIL PROCELDINGS »

Foxr cach ecouncil there shall be a chairman
(approved in that behalf by the Military

Governor) who shall be elcctedesesesses

Every Council shall elect not more than thrce

of their number who shall be designated supervisory

eouncillors,
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30. A supcrvisory councillor shall......be rcsponsi ble
for gencral policy matters and supervision of
the functions of such department or group of
departments of the couneil as may be assigned

to him by the council.

31 (1) A council shall in every year hold an annual

mnecting and at lecast four other mcetings . . «

32 (1) The chairman shall preside at every meeting of

a council, but in the absence of the chalrman,

such mcinber as the members present shall elect

for the purposc shall preside « o + « o & o &

L.C, 2 FUNCTIONS OF THE URBAN COUNCIL

Paragraph 10 of the Federal Govcrnment guidelines for
Local Government reform states inter alia that the
special requircnents of towns within Local Government
arcas can best be catered for by subordinate town or

Ward Councilse

Undcr the caption CITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITIES, the samc guideline states in paragraph 65 that
Large citics have in somc cascs Planning and Levelopnment
Boards or Authoritics and more of this type of organisation
may be necded in the futurc, The need for them ariscs
when the city is important to an arca for outside the

confines of its Local Govornnent - affecting maybe the

whole state,



Parapgraph GG states among other things that:

It is esascntial that the activities of these
organlsations are closecly reclatcd to that of the Local

Governnent.

FPart of this can be achicved by cross-nenbership
betwoon Local Govermnent Council and Board and cven
norc by closc working relationships botweon officials

of thc twe erganisations,

The following 1e an extract frowm cdlet no 20 of

Ino State Government titled 'Local Governmcnt Edict 19764

o (1) ....Local Government may appoint such subordinate
arca authoritics within the arcu of ite authority
as it may deon nccessary or cxpoedicnt, and nay
delegate to an authority so appointed, with or
without restrictions or conditions any function
exorcisable hy the council
respeet to the arca of that authority cxcept
the power of making byc-laws, approving cstimates,

lovying coununity tax or ratc or borrowins; nmoney.

4) 1In the cxecrcisc of any powers or functions delegatoed
under this soction, the subordinate arca authority

shall act as agcnt of the deolcgating Local Governuent.

5) A subordinatc Arca Authority shall be responsible to

the coupcil for such functions as arc dolegated to



/
/

it under this o¢dict and shall cvery six nonths rcport

its rctivitics and render proper accounts to the council,

LD
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CHAFTER FIVE
THE SITE

5.A LOCATICN CRITERIA,

The analysis of the site and its environsis

considered under the following headings:

Vs Natural factors
2. Cultural factors
2, 5 Aegthetic factors.

5.A 1. NATURAL FACTORS: These include

i.
ii.

111,
Y.

Topography, including slope analysis

Hydrography - streams, swamps, and
watershed dranage,

Vegetation

Climate factore - solar orientation, dry
season and wet season wi nds, precipitation
and humidity.

5.A 2. CULTURAL FACTORS

i.

ii,

iii.

iv,

Ve
vi,

vii.

viii,

ix,

Bxisting land use - ownership of
adjacent property and off-site nuisances.

Accessibility to both segments of the

town - vehicular and pedestrian circulation
on and adjacent to the site

Existing buildings

Historic factors -~ historic buildings or
landmarks

Geographical centrality

Development cost,

Parking facilities

Possibility of expansion

Utilities - drainage, water, electricity.
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5.4 3. AESTHETIC FACTORS

i. Natural Features.
e Spatial Pattern - views, spaces and seqguences,
B, THE SITE

Owerri is basically linear in plan with residential
areas distributed 211 along the entire length., This system
of development favours a central location for the civic
centre to make for easy acess., After careful consideration
has been given to both the brief and site selection
factors, the green belt between the low residential area

and the high residential segment has been cho segq.

5B 1. C CTERIST THE SITE,

I The site ie bordered by Police Station road to the
East; Port Harcourt Road to the West; Orlu Street -
Okigwe Road to the Bouth and the portion of Onitsha
Owerri road from the control post through the
Hospital Road junction, through the Treasury, -
Government Press area and back to the Police Btatien
road to the North,

: . 18 xt‘%IOPes gently towards River Nworie on both sides
of the river.

: e i 8 The portion cf the road from Hospital reoad junction
to Ibiam circus splits the site essentially into two
halves.

iv. The edge to the North bordering the low residential
area is defined by heavy foliage.
V. The site is virtually open except along the river
bank where there 1s & thick growth of rafia palm,

vi, There are existing buildings on the site notably the
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cathedral to the western edge, the library and a
bank to the Eastern Edge, a domestic science centre,
vhree filling stations, a few small offices for the
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources to the
South and a hotel, the existing urban council office
and town hall, and a Post Office to the centre.

vii. Views expand as elevation increases

viii. The river Nworie to the western half is a very
important feature,

“ix, Entry is equally strong from both the North and the

South.
Xy long established pedestrian footpaths crissc c¢voss
the site,
xi, It is the meeting point of &ll the major roads in
the town,

B.2 SITE PLANNING PRINGIPLES.
The allocation of space ig to be guided by the following

planning principles,

P Safeguarding surrounding areas by incorporating
such areas from the start within the planning concept.

ii. Exposing the most fregquently visited facilities to
maximum foot traffic - from parking space to building.

111, Seperating various traffic types; specially designed
areas wholly seperated from each other must be
allocated to private vehicular traffic, pedestrian
traffic, public transportation and service traffic.

B.3 T SITE
On the basis of a general idea of traffic and

accessibility conditions, physical conditions of the site
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including topographic survey and seil conditions, allocation

of land to specific usuages are made,

The following sre the possible categories:

i, Structures: these are to be treated as being
located in a park.

i1, Car Park
1ii, Pedestrian areas:
a, Malls, courts, lanes, plaszas,
b, Covered pedestrian areas
iv, Vehicular movement Breas
a, Service road system
b. Car park access

Yo Public transport areas
o Bus roads, bus terminasls, taxi stands,

Yi. Buffer arecas

landsceped areas seperating car park areas or
service areas from the public road system or
area seperating parking areas from each other
or parking areas from service areas,

vii. Reserve areas,

For future expansion

5.C  PROPOSALS FOR IMPROVING THE_SITE.

Te Unrelated and otherwise disturbing a¢tivities are
to be eliminated,

2., All the old structures whose retaintion cannot
be justified on any grounds are to be eliminated.

3. The present town hall is to be converted to a courthousr

T The portion of the road from Hospital road junction



5.

7.

10.

30

to lbiam circus i3 to be clpe-d In ~.%'<r to make the
green belt a cchesive unit,

The traffic normally taken by this road is to be
diverted to Police station road by mesnsg of a new
road linking the former to the Hospital road junction.

A by pass connecting Onitsh - (0wcrri Road, Orly -

Owerri road and Enugu - O*igwe - Owerri road is to
be constructed to taske care of all through traffic
between these four major towns,

Another by pass ist...constructed to link Port
Harcourt - Owerri road to Douglas Road at a point
Just before Emmanuel College and whore a new market
and motor park are proposed.

The control post is to be imorov:d and a new road
is proposed to link it with the Por* Harcourt by pase

Orlu S8treet is to be widen:d an’ '‘nked by & bridge
over River Nowirc to 1lin%k up fir~My with road from
the control post.

A dam is propoezxd over River Novir- to provide a
swimming pool for recreation,
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CHAPTER BIX

PLANNING THE CIVIC CENTRE

issentially the problem is to deter.iine the space

requirements for each use, to examine the effect of

combination and to determine functioal relationshipe and

conflicts.

6.A

The accomodation divides basically into two types:

General office type accomodation which can be
blocked together using communal acess and services,

Special ancillary accomodation which owing to the
nature of the uses, require more freedom of shape,
accegs and positioning to function efficiently.
GENERAL OFFICE_TYPE_ACCOMODATION,

The departments fall into three bLroad groupings baser

on their degree of contact with the public:

i.

i1.

iii,

TES SCCIAL ETRVICLE ™TPARTMENTS:-~ Because of the
nature of their services, these are placed on the

lower levels where they could be easily accessible
‘o the public,

THE ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS: Their contact with
the public is not as pronounced as are the foregoing
departments,

TECHNICAL DEPARTMENTS: They have little to do with

the public and are consequently placed at the highest
levels



EPACE DIVISIONS:
Individual Office - 1ta ie

usually for staff at executive level.

1t may also be required for those members
of staff doing work invalving special
concentration or privacy.

i. Shared Offices: These are more economical than
individual rooms and could be for 2, 3, L4 people Who
could be of any grede.

ii. g@genemmlOpen Offices: These are usually for clerks,
secretaries or typist,

1ii, Machine Rooms: They need to be iscolated in seperate
rooms,
G. Btorage and Filing: This include storage of stationary

and office supplies and fiting ~f ~ffice records,

The modern trend in office design is the open plan
gystem, Individual offices where they are absolutely

necessary are defined by menas of very low partitions.

CIRCULLTION: The circulation is determined by the
relationghip between departments; the type and volume of
traffic to be expected and the maximum allowable distance

between offices and departments in terms of time,

The requirements for circulation between offices
include those for offices within the same department;
those between one department and another and the accessibility

of each department to the common spaces including reception
and waiting.
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6.B. ANCILLARY ACCOMODATION

MULTI PURPOSE HALL

Plamning Objectives:

i. The audience must hear

11, The audience must see
iii. The audience shall participate
iv. The audience must be comfortable.

In most cases speech is the most important function and

its intelligibility is a critical asgspect of the design.

Design Principles:

. Because of the range of activities envisaged in the
multi - purpose hall, the seats will not be fixed
and will not be in tiers,

i1, The foregoing creates the problem of uninterrupted
view of the front of the hall, a problem which can
be minimised by:

a, subject to the requirements of sight-lines,
reducing the length of the hall in proportion
to its width as much as possible,

b. Raiaing the stage,

iii. A shallow balcony will provide seating with good
acoustics and sight-lines and reduce the number of seats
required on the level floor,

iv. Areas could be curtained off at times of small occupancy.
This enhances the acoustic properties of the hall by
reducing reverberation time in such situations.

v, 8Side walls should preferably be dispersive. Projecting
piers help to meet this requirement.



vi.

vii,

viii.

ix.

54
The entrance must be clear and well defined.

An elliptical form or its modification creates a sense
of participation and should therefore be considered,

Opening should be on both sides and oriented to catch
the cool south-west wind,

Ancilliary rooms usually associated with halls could be
used for clubs and organisations meetings.

Padded nesting chairs are preferable to canvas or
wood seats,

COUNCIL CHAMBER,

Design Objectives: 1. The members must hear each other

2. The audience must hear the members
3. The form must register as a symbol
of democracy - a participatory

arrangement whereby the chai rman
and the councillors would sit and
deliberate on the issues affecting
their fellow citizens,

DESIGN FRINCIPLES:

i,

ii,

iii.

iv,

A form that allows the councillors to face each o her
is 1ot only acoustically preferable but @lso engenders
the sense of participation.

Subject to the comfortable spacing usually required, the
seats should be formed into a compact group.

The chairman's table should be raised and acoustically,
tiered seating is preferable,

All walls should be dispersive to prevent delayed croes
sound reflections.
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vii.

viii.
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The loeation of the public gallery should not only
enable the public to hear the eouneil proceedings but
also bring the entire body of the couneil to their
full view,

The chamber should be planned te secemodate about 160
persons - a number by far bigger than the 23 members

of the local council and a much less number of urban
council members. ¥his guarantee the possibility ef joint
meetings &and the use of the chamber for other me etings
as well,

The council chamber should as for as possible be plased
on the same level as the chief executive's for
convenience and coordination,

The ancilliary rooms need to be grouped around the
chamber and should be linked by means of Foyers,
Lobbies and ante~rooms,

THE CIVIC SQUARE.
DES1”N OBJECTIVES: DBeing the chief outdoor civic meeting

space, the sguare should have intimste ralationship with

the town hall, It might act as the platform on which the

buildirg rests.

The greatest major civie sguares in the world become

eivic symbols not only becsuse of their besuty of design

but also because of their variegated 2nd important civie

events which take place in them.

DESIGN PRINCIPLES:

i,

According to 8itte in his book entitled "the Art of
Building Cities" the minimum dimension of the square



ought to be equal to the principal building in it and ite
maximum ought not exceed twice that height unless the form,
the purpose and the design of the building will support
greate.s dimensions, 1In their own book 'CIVIC ART' Hegemann
and Peets say that in order to see a buildi ng as a whole,
the observer should be seperated from it by a distance
egual to about twice its height, which means that it should
be seen at an angle of 2?0.

ii.The use of architectural elements such as steps, fountains,
platforms, heightens the sensation and excitement.

iil.The treatment of the floor helps to lend canaracter fo the
square,
C. THE PARK
I Regard the park as an integral part of the civic centre
and its functions as merely the outdoor extension of the

functions of the civic centre.

DESIGN OBJECTIVES:

1. “rovieion of facilities which lend grace to the
environment.

ii. using the land to the best advantagec.
iii. Provision of mental stimulation through pride inducing
personality,

Uniterrupted monotony can dull the brein; it can lead to
mental lethargy. This doeés not happen when the mind is
continuously called upon to act., When it is subjected to
differences and comparisons the capacities to distinguish

are exercised and curiosity is developed,
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DESIGN PRINCIPLLL:

i.

Everything must have a purnosc, One such purpose is to

eatablish apvropriate relationship between the various
parts of the park and its surroundinss. These parts

include: natural elements (land, water, plants ete);
use areas (game courts, walks, play lots); uajor
structures (buildings); minor structures (fences,
benches, drinking fountains etc); people.

While each part will present its singular demands, no part

can ork in isolation from another.

ii,

Companionshiv or being with others should be promoted
and the personal needs must be balanced against the
impersonal needs, Every facility should be designed to
encourage human interaction; in such a situation, benches
should be grouped to face each other, never back to
back or 1solated singly. In addition, distances
betveen benches are important to conversation making.
Freedom also suggests a need to provide space which is
unallocated to predetermined activities. Simple open
space should be set aside to satisfy the leisure tine
whim of the moment, To provide for the ezercise of the
sensea and to satisfy a need to ask, answer, formulate
and analyse, the park needs cto be enriched with
faseinating details and surnrises - an unanticipated
opening to view, a bubbling pool eor other discovered
feature set in a.hidven place.

iii. Both function and acsthetics must he satisfied,

iv,

Over abundance of uniformity results in monotony.
Exeessive dissinilarity breeds chaos.

Order and variety in balance provide excitement and
stimulation.

A substantial experience wust be established. Since it
is impratical to place labels upon a physical development
in order to sense reason, the development itself must
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have such strong character that it renders an impression
capable of being identified,

ve The potential inherent in lines and foras should be
considered and the aesthetic qualities of that vhich
exists should be transfered to that which is proposed.
New features could be positioned so as to appear to grow
erganically from the site.
PARKING
Many a good design has been ruined by the ugly sight of
parldng lots elther occupying strategic areas or spread out
all over the site as 1f man is subordinate to the motor car,.
My intention is to provide parking lots that do not either

compete vith the centre or dorminate it.,
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CHAPTER  SEVEN

SPACE REQUIRENENTS

GENERAL DESIGN DATA,

1.

Dy

b

c.

2e

OFFICLS

PERSONAL:  An area of 4.2 n® - u 1is enough space for a
desk and chair and a share of the room's

circulation space,

At least an area of 8m~ is to be provided if
provision is to be made for discussions with
other workers or with visitors,

PRIVATE OFFICES:
The shortest dimension for a room is unlikely
to be less than 2.%m. It is rare for a cubicle
of less than 9.5m2 to have full height partitions.

For the junior worker, 9.3m2 B 14m2 allowus
for reasonable discussion spaco and provision
for furniture.

For an intermediate worker an area of 25.2ma
is adequate,

An area of 3?m2 - 46.5m2 ie recquired by officers
of executive rank.,

CORR IDORS:
Ne office corridor should be less than 1,5m
wide,

MULTI-PURPOSE HALL:
Area per person based on movable seats is O.ﬂla
For the staincase, the clear width of flight
in a hall taken up to 750 people should not
be less than 1,%2m with a ninimum number of
risers as 3 and maxiuum as 16,
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3%, COUNCIL SUITIL,

a, Committee Rooms: Proporticns of length to width of between
1 to 1 and 1 to 1% allow for reasonable
table arrangoment,

An area of 18.6n° holds up to 6 people,
An area of 2?.9m2 holds up to 12 people
and an area of 57.2m2 can contain 24
people,

b, Council Chamber: A more spacious arrangement will be
required and an area of 1m2 - 1.2m2
is consldered appropriate for a pcrson.

¢c. Public Gallery: This is regarded as a cloasecly seated
assenbly hall and thercfore an areca of
0.46u2 per nerson is required,

d. Banquot Hall: Arca pcr dincr is in the range O.9n2 -
lma.

e, FOYERS, LOBBIES: 0,09u° per scat should be allowed.

PARKING

Area per can equals 15.5m2.
CIVIC HALL

ACCOMODATION SCHEDULE AREA (%)

1. Multi purpose Hall 330 ma

2, Lounge/Restaurant 200

3. Cloak rooms, 15a° each 30

4, 4 dressing rooams 20m° each 80

5. (Green roon 30 mz

6+ Rehersal room 30 n®

7. L4 club rooms, 20m? each 80 n°

8. Snack bar 15 me

9. Store 30 m2

10,

Toilet Facilitics
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For Malcs
4 wes, slab urinals,
5 wash hand basins
For Fenales:! 35 ucs
4 wash hand basins

TOTAL AREA = B840n°

COUNCIL SULTE

ACCOMODATION SCHLDULE AREA (%)
1. Council Chanber 150
2. Council chamber Foyer 30
3., 2 cormittec roons each £+Om2 80
L. 2 8paller Comnittec roons 3Dm2 each 60
5. & Chairnan's suites BOma cach 60
6. Reception LO
7. Mecumbers Lounge 55
8. Public Gallery 75
9. HMembers Library 501,1a
10. 2 Cloak rooms 151> each 30
11« 3 wes, 3 wall urinals,

L wash hand basins for nales

2 W s 5 wash hand basins for fenalces

Total 660 n®

ACCQOMODATION SEHERULE
LOCAL GOVERRKIENT COF FICES
A) TREASURER'S DEPARTHINT.
POST U BER OFFICE SPACE (1)

1+ Local Authority Trcasurecr 0f15taff 30
2, Assistant Treasurcr 1 an
5. Intcrnal Auditor 1 25
ke Licencing Officers 3 25 (shared)
5. Valuation Officers 3 25 (shared)
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7e

9.
10.
1,
12,

15,
Tha
15.

B.

t.
2.

3.

e
6.
7.
8.

10,
11.
12.
13.

A

Post
Rating Officors

Markct Mastors

Chief Clerk/Seccrectary
to Deparinent

General QOffice
Youcher Clorks
Gow ral Accounting

Ratcs, cash, paynent,
Liccneing .

Strong Roon _
Filing and Records

Storage
TO0TAL

HEALTH DEPARTMENT,

Post N

Medical Officor of Healt

Agsistant Mcdical Officc
of Health

Supritendent of Health
Chicf Sanitary Inspector
Sanitary Inspoctors
Dis.asc Control

Pest Control

Technician

Chief Clerk/Sccrctary to
Departmeont L

General Qffice
Medical and Food Control
Filing and Rccords

Store

TOT AL

Nunber of
staff
L

)

Manboer of
Staff .

h 1

r

W NN~ N -

N

J T

Office Space (Ma)

30 (shared)
25 {shared)

10
20
35 (opon)
40 (open)

70 {open Hall)
10
20
20

120

Office Space (M)

35

30
25 {(shared)
15
25 (sharod)

20 (shared)

15 {sharcd)

i

10
30
10 (shared)
10
20

3&5

62
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¢ EDUCATION DEFARTHENT.
Post Nuriber of Office Space (Mz)
Staff

1« "Chairnan, Local
Authority School
Manapgenent Board

<5
20
&y
25
25 (shared)
20 (sharcd)
25 (sharcd)

1
2, Secrectary to the Board 1
1
1
i
»
2.
i
9., B8chool catering officer 2 20 (shared)
1
1
8
6
3
1
1

3. ABsistant Secrctary

4, Senior Education Cfficer
5. Chicf Education Officer
6. Bdueation Officer

7. Adult Bducation Organiscr

8. Suncrvisor of Schools

10, Local Council ILibrarian

11. Assistant Librarian 20 (shared)

12, Gemperal Office 30
13. Typing Pool 25
14, Filing and Records 20
15. Store 20
16. Chicf Clerk/Scerctary 10

TOTAL 36 290
e SECRETARY VEPARTIENT,

Post Nunber of Office Space (Ma)
Staff

1. Sceretary to the

Local Governient 1 25
2. Assistant Sccrctary 1 25
3. Infornation and Public

Enlightennent Officer 1 20
4o Chief Clerk/Sccrctary 1 10 (opon)
5. Minutes Clerks 2 15 (open)
6. General Officce 8 30
7. Typing Pool 6 25
8. Records and Filing 3 15
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e
Ze

by
e
&
7.
8.
O
10.

D
lhe
Se
6o
7e
8.
9
10.
11.

12,
13

Storc 1

TOTAL 25

WELFARE DE2ALTMENT

Post Nunber of
Staff
Chicf Welfarc Officer 1
Assistant Velfarc Officer 1
Welfarc Assistants L
Marriage Registror 1
Birth Rcgistrar 2
Dcath Registrar 1
Marriagc Rooi:
Gencral Officc 7
Chicf Clork 1
Filin; and Rccords %
T0T7T4AL _;5-

ol
15
190

officc Space (Ma)

25
20
20

20 (sharcd)

45
30
10
20

220

AGRICULTURE AND HATURLL RESOURCLS,

Post Nunber of
Btaf?

Chief Agricultural Officor 1

Assistant Agricultural
0fficer

Agricultural Assistants
Veterinary Officcer
Veterinary Assistants
Chief Timbcr Inspecctor
Tinber Inspectors
Forcst Rangers

Chicf Clerk

General Offico

Grain Storage and
Fertilizer Storage

General Storage
Filing and Records

I W — \n v = OV =y = -

T 0 T A L

AN
x

Officc Space (M

2y
30

25
25 (sharcd)
25
15 (sharcd)

20 (shared)

2% (shared)
10
%0

60
15
&

- ———————

295



Ge

11,
12.
15.

65

WORKS DEPARTHLET.

POST Nunber of  Office Space (M°)
Staff

Local Authority

Enginccr 1 30

Assistant Enginecer 1 25

Surveyor 1 25

Survey Assistants 3 20 (shared)

Enginecring Assistants Iy 20 (shared)

Building Supritendent i 20 (shared)

Teehnical Officer 1 15

Chief Clerk/Sccretary 1 10

General Office 6 30

Masons I

Carpenters n 20 (for their

Plunbers in Head nen)

Elcetripians L

Painters N

Maintenance Officer 1 15

Filing and Records k. 15

Store > 15

TOTAL U6 278

ENVIRONMENTLL DEPARTEHENT

POST Nunber of Officec Space (Ma)
Staff

Local Governncnt

Lrchitect Te 35

Architectural Assistants Z 30

Architcet 1 30 (ehared)

Planning Office 1 30

Planning Assistants 2 25 (shared)

Draghtsnen 6 B2 (Open)

Chief Clerk 1 7 (Open)



(H

8.

9
10,
11,
12,
12.
4.

P

11
12.
13,
1.

Contd. )

Poat

General Office
Photographer
Darkroon
Printing Roon
Man Store
Drawings Storec

Gecneral Store
TO0%F & L,

Nuiltber of
Staff

Ve
(8]

1

!\'\'1\}1!\)[\)\)*

URBLN COUNCIL OFFICLS

TREASURER'S DEPLRIMENT.

POST

Urban Council Treasurer

Assistant Treasurcr
Licencing Officers
Valuation Officers
Rating Officors
lHarket Masters
Voucher Clerks

thief Clerk/scecretary
General Officc
Gencral Accounting

Rates, Cash, Paynent,
Liccneing

Strong Roon
Filing and Records

Storage

TOTALL

Nuitber of
Staff

1

66

Office Spacec (Ma)

30
10
10
10
10
10
20

299

Office Space (M%)

30
25
25
25
2%
15
30
10
30
4O

70
10
20
20

(sharecd)
(shared)
(shared)
(sharcd)
(open)
(open)
(open)
(open)

(open)

375



B.

Ts
2

L[’o

53‘

6.
7o
8-

9.

1.

2.

5.

HEALTH DEPARTLLNT

Post

Mcdical Officer of Health
Assistant Medical Officor

of Health
Chief Sanitary

Sanitary Inspcctors
Supritendent of Heoalth

Chiof Clerk/Sccretary
General Officce
FMiling and Rccords

Storc
TOTAL

SECRET/ARY!

Post

Scerctary to the Urban
Council

Lassis.ant Scerctary

Infornation and Public
Enlightonnent

Chicf Clerk/Sccrotary
Minutes Clerks
Gencral Officc

Typing Pool

Rcecords and Filing

Storc

TP A L

Nunber of

staff
1

mn

N O

b ———

Nunber of
Staff

OV =3

o

DEPLRTHLNT

67

2
Office Space (M)

35

30
15

-

20 (shared)
25 (shared)

10
30 (open)
15
15

-

195

Officc Space Uf%

22

20
10
15 (open)
30
25

15

P

190



11,

12

15,

68

WORKS DEPLRIDLNT

Post

Town Ingincor
Assistant Engincer
Engincering Lssistants
Survceyor

Survey Assistants
Draughtsion

Techniecal Officer
Chief Clerk/Scerctary
General Officc

Masons

Carpcnters

Pluiibers

Elcctricians

Painters

Maintcnance Officer
Filing and Rocords

Stor e
TOo1T L L

Tanber of Officc Spnce (Ha)

Staff

1 30

1 25

2 20 (sharecd)

1 25

2 20 (shared)
Iy 28 (open)

1 15

1 10

6 30

n

I

Iy 20 (For their
L headnen)
i

1 15

5 15

3 25

L6 278



te

>
e
5
6o
T
8.
9.
10.
1t.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17,
18,
19.

20,

TOWN PLLNNING LUTHORITY

Post Nunber of
Staff

Chairnan

Lsaistant Chalrian
Soarctary

Asslstant Scocrctary
Tovn Architect

Lrchitect

Tovmm Planning Officer
Planning Lssistants
Lyehitcetural Assistants
Housi ng Manager
Lgsistant Housin{; Manager
Rent Collectors
Draughtsnen

Printing Roon

General Office

Chicf Clcrk/Scerctary
Photographer

Dark Roon

Map Store

Gencral Storc

TOTLL

1
1

o F — n N

—

36

Office Space (M

35
25
25
20
35
30
30
20
20
25
20
20
L
10
30
10
10
10
20

20

L52

69

.

(shared)

(shared)

(sharcd)



Toilct Faciliticst

Tach departncent will have ¢
For iinlesie
2 Vles,
3 VWall urinnls
3 Wash hand basins

For Fenalcsi-
2 Vlets

3 wash hand basins

70
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CHAPTER EIGHT

Ay CLINLTIC LMD PHYSICHL CONDITIONS .

Owerrd lice on latitude 5029“ and Longitude 7' 10M
and has an altitude of 68,3m, It falls withia the
Hot humid climatic zZounc of the Tropics, The nost
proninent characteristics of this climate arc the hot
sticky conditions and the continuwal prosoncc of dampness,
Alr tonperaturce ronains noderatcly high with little
“yevrintion detwecn day and night, It scldon oxccods
norial skin teonporature., The two provalling winds arcy
The dry North-East wind which is nost propdnent during
the Dry Scason and brings Haruattan with cooler nornings;
the Yot South West wind vhich is dorvinant during the

West Scasen, briuging rain and cloudy woather.

There are two distinct scasons,
as The Yot Scason: This covers tho porioed March to
October, Although no month appears
to be conpletely frec from rain,
yet rain wostly falls within this
poriod, soutincs for nany days on

ocnd.

b. The Dry Scasons Tt covers the poriod Nevenber to
Fobruary and is charactcrised by

}" “2' cloudlcss sky and brilliant sunshinoc,
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7¢
B ORIENTLTION

To cnsurc air novenent, so vital to indoor confort,
the building will have to be oricntatced in such a way that
it catches the favourable air noveieni available, in this
caso, thc South West wind, Doors and windows should be

as large as possible to allow a frec passage of air.

Fron fhc point of vicw of solar hcat gain, thco best
arrangenoent vould be to oricntate the bullding with the

long axis in thce East«Vicest dircction,

L conpronisc thercforc has to be found betwcen the
recguircnent for cress ventillation and thoso of protcction
against sunppretration. Whercas the solar geonctry cannot
be changed, a skillful usc of sun shadinzg devices can
change the dircecetion of aly novaaent. Where it is not
peseiblce to have open clongatcd plan shapes with a single
rov of yroous to allow cross ventillation, ailr conditiconing
is advecated. Spucifically in this sehone, both syston
would be conbined to supplencnt cach othar. With low risc
building, oricntation for wvind is given priority; with

high risc building thc oppositce is true,

C. AdR PLOL LND QPENINGS

Oponings nust be placcd suitably in ralation to the
prcevailing broczes to perriit natural air flow through the

interral spaccs at body level {up to 2m) and such openings
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subjoct to other considerations should be large apa fully
openatle. This nust be delicately balanced against
the nccd for protection frowm driving rain, insocts, sunclls
and noise,
IFic. .;..... shows fhat“in the abzschecce of an outlet
opecning or with a full partition, therce can be no cffictive
air novenent through o building cven in o cnsc of strong
wind.

Where internal partitions arc unavoidablo sone air
flow can be cnsurcd by having scrccns clear of the floor

and thc cciling.

"D o  HOISE CONTROL

OFFICLES:
By the naturc of cquipnents uscd, offices genvrate
& lot of nolsc within thcom. The problom thercefore is how

to rcducc thec noise of various machines to a tolcourablc

level, The following ncasurces arc to be taken,

1. Rcduction of the noisc at ites source

2. Brncloging and isolation of the source of noisce or the

usc of absorbent secrcons,

3. Scpcration of noisy spaccs fron guiet oncs, and

placcnent of indifferent arcas in betwecn.
L, Placcnent of noisy cguipncnt in the bascocont,

5. Recduction of inpact noiscs by covering surfaccs with
rcsilient nmaterials, N
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6. Rcduction of noisc in thc spacc whoro it is goencrated
by absorbent surfaccs,

7. Rcduction of airborrc sound transniesion by airyight
and noisc insulating construction.

8. Recduction of structurc bornc sound by discontinuity,

MULTI.PURPOSE HLLL.
Idcel acoustics arc unattainablc in nulti--purpose
halls. Howcecver, the following ncasurcs wanld cnrancce
thc accustic perfernancce of the hall,
1« The usc of angle rcflecetors and the cciling arc to be

cnployed to recinforcc sounc at thce rear scats wherc
the angle of incidence of dircct sound is snall.

2. An apron stagc will incrcasc the valuc of the
rcflcctors.

3¢ Tho reaw wall nust bc absorbent,

4. A rcverberation period of about 1% sces for average

Jcecupancy is a good compronisc,

COUNCIL CHLIDLR

1. 4 horizontal rofloctive cciling over the scating arca
as low as rcasonably possiblc is to bc providced

2. The eceiling rcfloctor should be oxtended to recflcct
sound into the public gallery nnd the gallcry should

not over hang the nain scating area.

3« A4l1ll walls should bc absorbent to provent dclaycd

cross roflcctions.

ke The angles betwecen walls and ccilings should be

designed to prevent diagonal cchocs,

5. The gallery wall and cciling should bc absorbent,
and quict floor finishce arc csscontial gencrally

6. Thc rcverberation period should be fronm ;h to 1 sccond.
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E, CIRCULLTION

Onc of thc conncrstoncs to a succcssful schence is the
ela. ity of circulation both within thc buildings and
without thc cxternal circulation is broadly dividcd into
twou
(-1 Vehiculoar circulation

b Pedestrian circulation,

as Vechicular circulation and accss within the cntirce
park zonc should as nuch as possible be restricter to
thc periphery. Dircect vchicular 1link between onc
building and anothcr should bc dlscouragced and accss
to buildings is fromn thce ring road that surrounds tho

parka

B, Pedestrian circulation should dorninatc the cntire
park in such a way that it fori:s the ain nctwork
anong buildings and their surroundings. The very
naturc of an park inplics that an organic approach
as opposed to 2 rigid pattcern is the most logical in
defining peoplc's novencnts within the entirc arca.
All thc facilitics - the library, the post office,
town hall itsclf, drinking fountainm ctc - should bec
located along the najor pedestrian routcs., Additionally,
pcople should bec nade to fccl their way so to say
anong the plantings, <= ncandering anong the plantings,
coning into thc open, catching a glinpsc of thc

buildings and scating dowmn on benches undcer shade to
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chat wlth fricnda.

Internal Circularion

Fe

There is achicved in two wvayss
ay Horizontal Circulatiocn

bs Vertical Circulation - %

.Tho horiﬁontai circulatioﬁzcompriccs corridoras, lobbics
and foycrs of gocncrous proportions, Corriders should
be as short and lindted as in practicable, On the
other hand lobbles and foyers will be extensively

uscd in thos. arcas that handlc big audlcnces notably

the nulti-purposc hall, council chantber and banquet hall.

Vertical Circulation nade up of stairenscs and lifts
should be groupcd together or at loast in closc
proxinity of cach othur at such positions that thcy
could be casily visiblc and accessible to the uscrs,
Lifts arc recommoended for thosc parts of the civic
gcentro that  execed threoo floors in height. Staircascs
leading to publiec arcas viould be of gencrous proportim s

gapable of handling the antiecipatcd hcavy traffic,
MATERILLS

The climntic conditions inposc a Jot of linmitations on

the type of naterials that can be uscd in the wolls, the

roof and thc finishes, Such a lecally available material

as tinbor can only be uscd cffectively and conveniontly in

thc intcrierbccausc it is pronc to danage by tho cxeccssivo

rain.,
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WALLS:

For thc c¢xtornal walls, light pancls and concrote
arc to be uscd, The partitions particularly in the offices
should be as low and light as practicablc,

In tropical zoncs, thesce should be prceferably be of
light construction and thc cxternal surfaccs should
absorb as littlce solar cancergy as possiblc.

The provisioen of cciliﬁgs.is higﬁiy reeonnc nded not
only fron the point of view of acsthotics but also becausc
of the insulation provided by thoe rosuliing spacc betwvieen

the ceiling and thoe roof.

FLOOR FINISHES:

Requircnents:
i, Good rcsistance to chipping and cracking,
ii. Resistancce to abrasion.
iil. Basc of clcaning. Terrnzzo is

appropriatc, so aloe is cork tilce,

- nosc Halle
Requircnonts:
.I Thc Ecaﬁy and.variédJﬁéc denands a
finish with the folleowing gqunlitics
i,_ Non ~ slippcry
ii.. Haré wearing and rcsilicont,
iji,  Tasy to clcan

iv. Durability



A
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Here again, terrazzo_is rceal  adod,

Banquct Hallee All that apply Jhe rulti-purposc Hall,

apply hcerc too,

In ordcr to pive this a dignificd inagce beeausc of its
inportancec as thc syiibol of the civiec 1ifc of the towm, a

high quality rug is rccoiicnded,

Officcs: The restriction in the usc of coffices, denands
less strict requirciients as in public halls,
L floor finish of linoncun or rubber tilcs is

appropriatc.

Kitehent Rcquircnients: A finish is roesistant to stains
and corrosion, It should also be non slippery

and casy to clcan. Granolithic is good cnough,
Lavatorics: Coranie tilcs.
G, SRV .CES:

Watcr Supply: The watcer requircnents of the complex can

bc convenicntly satisficd by the nains fron

the towvm supnoly,

Wxr Conditioning: It is anticipantcd that tho entirc conplex
should bc ccntrally ailr conditioncd, This

will rcduce thc cextra cost of installing
individual air conditioncrs in diffcrent parts

of thc ccentres. Whether we accept it or not,



Eloctricity:

Souage NDisnosal:

thce tcndency thesce days is for cvery officc
to dienand air conditioncr, the 'Yeross
ventilation" notwithstanding. This

becones nmore obvious when onc takes into
considcration, thc oxtrencly hunid clinatice

condition of Owerri.

The town has adequate clectricity supply
in thc Nigerian wontext. However the
anticipatcd ccntral air conditioning
donands that a standb - gincrator is a

necessity.

L centrnl scvmge disposal is planncd for
the town. Mcaavhilce thae Wls will be
conncctcd to the zdsting system that

s~vres the nceighbouring builldings,

The gas f.r the !itchen 1. supplicd in
cylinders sincc it (the kitehcer is the

only part of the conplex that nceds it,
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The intorprot~tion of the eobicetives and conceptual
idca s previously spelt out has rcesulted ir a singlc conplex -
sculpturnl in conposition, uwonuncntal in scalc and yct
inviting. It stands out clcar on a platforn 1.,2n above the
ground crcatcd by the parlking lot on the bascnent, Tho
conplex on plan is nade up of o rcectangle with threc cirecles
on threc of the corncrs each forning the ccntre of its own
cirecle,

The higher wing conpriscs two cleven-storcy eylindrieal
officc towers onc cach to the Loecal Governmacnt and the Urban
Council, Thesc cylindors arc cut across on the first and
sccond floors by thc lower wing to exposc thc cablece on
which the floors arc supportod. The resulting torrace is to
be uscd for outdoor »nrtice in finc weather, Tho officcs are
arrangced in such a way that thosc nost frequently visited
by the public arec »laced on the lower floors vwhilc the nore
technically oricnted departnonts occupy the upnor floors.,

The last floor of cach tower is occupicd by the centrnl air
conditionins plant. To gunrd against dircct sun penctration,
trc floors ovcrhang and arce integrated with the egg-crate
shoding devices giving the inpression of n eylinder within

a cy.inder,

The lowver wing is devoted to all the public functions,
Ca the ground floor arc the public lounge and the spacious
entrancce hall vhich gives acccss to all parts of the conplex.
The nulti purposc hall occupying two floor heipghts cuts across
two of thc eircles, The two floor Council Chanber is
circular in for:ii and is containcd within a rectangle. 411 the
ancilliary roonc associnted with it nancly the connittec
roong, chairnan's suitc, banquet hall, ncnbers lounge are
arrangcd round it with spacious foycrs linking then, The
roof light and intcrior finlshes of the chanmber lcnd gracc
and candour to this cpitenc of civiec and tovn governncnt, An
incrcasing nunbcr of pcople arc taking intercst on the
proceedings of council ncctings. I have thercfore provide



spacious public gnllery arranged on two oppositc sides of
the council chanber, Spocinl carc has been taken to lend
speeinl charneter cxteriorly to cach of the main functions
of thc couplex = the offices, the nulti-purnosc hall, the
public loungc, the banquct hall - without destroying the link
betwcen then, Bach could be identificd casily fron outside
8 plnza hns been trecated as a large, paved open space
punctuatcd by cylindricnl upstands, scic scrving as cxits,
others as light and air wells to the parking below, Sitting
slobe arc providcd nll around thesc gylinders. In rccognition
of thc inportnncc of thc surrounding landseapc, I have given
scrious consideration to dcveloping it into n pleasant place
wherc the citizens could scnat in groun or individually
depending on thc nood and reflcet, chat, discuss or gossip.
The plantings arec arrangcd to follow this objcective,

On thc vhole, the conplex turns four diffcrcnt faccs to
the four roads thnt surround thc groen belt on which
it is locatcd,
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