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ABSTRACT

This thesis traces and anal yses the historical
processes of class formation in the Pl ateau province under
colonial rule in an attenpt to locate the genesis of the
present ruling classes and the structure of current
political attitudes and contestations in that region. Ve
argue that three ngjor colonial institutions, in addition
to the col onial econony, were chiefly responsible for the
distortion and defornati on of the precol oni al social
classes as well as for the creation of new classes whi ch,
I n due course, assuned positions of domnance in the
politics of the Mateau colonial province. The thr
institutions whith we identify and discuss are the native
authority, colonial education and the christian mssions
and the churches whi ch they founded. V¢ denonstrate that
these were anongst others, institutions concerned wth the
establ i shnent of colonial social order and control but
were also crucial in servising colonia economc exploi-
tation,a process which further intensified the fornation
of classes in the province. V¢ thus showthat in its
sel ective use of African agents to serve on
Institutions of social control and economc exploitation
in the new social order which it established, coloni
capitalismgrooned a crop of N gerians which over the

period of colonial tutelage, devel oped into petty beurgois



vi.

and protoe-ruling classes in that region,

We then proceed to dem. nstrate thet the deccloni-
sation processes of the mid 1940s cnd the decade of the
1950 provided for the commencement of petty buurseois
polities through which thes¢ proto-ruling classes, by
sheer political opportunism, c:nsolidated znd entrenched
their own pcsitions as 'lecderst' of the Platecu meosscs
whose collectively interest, ss the working peoples of
the province, the former suburdinsted and stifled in
favour of their own intcerests as local ruling classes

up to and after independence,
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PREPFLCE

ON

To date, Nigerian historiocsraphy is still rooﬁed
in colonial and neocolonial ileologies, For inspite of
the apparent advances and achievements of past and current
researches, studies and writings on Nigerian tistory, the
concept of class and ¢lass analysis is yet to reccive
its overduc attentlion., Yet, there are talks of trauns- |
forming the Nigerian society for the better, This is an'
irony, | R '

Nigefié is 2 peocolonial society and the dominant
ideas and explanations offered about its history diaw-
lectlsally reflect this nvocolonial status. Admittedly,
Nigerian historians and academics, in jeneral have, to
the.r credit, moved away from the preoccupation of proviﬁé'
that Nigeria had 2 history = o history capable of and
one that is worth indepth scholorly study ~ to a4 pree

cccupation of studying history for nation building.1

P

Te See, Professor Akinjapgbin, I.4, "History and Netion
Building.® Inaupural Lecture Upiversity of Ife, 22nd
Nov. 1977; Professor uvike, RK,0. "African Hystory -
Twenty Five Years Ago And Today" Keynote address:
Nigeriasn Historicel Society Silver Jublle¢ 29th Sept,
T§§G:‘T5535n; Pro¥issor atigbo, .. toome Thoushts
on the Teachin: of History in Nigeria®™ {scersion not
indicated); Professor Ifemesia, C, "Current Yemandas of
African Historiarraphy: The Ighn Example® Peper UPresented
2t the Silver Jubilee Amniversary of the HIstoricagl =
Soclely ©F NIgorie. 1hiGoll, oDLI Dephe = A0 DCL. 1980;
Frofessor ayancelo, e, "The Task Before Nigerian
Historiansg Today¥ Keyhote address: Annual Conference of
the Hisbtorical 30cloty of Nlgerin, LBLlolLaly St april
TGT7G: [rofessor lemu, he.de ond Or, Swail, &, "History for
Development”, Prpor pregerited ot the Nigerdcn Folitienl
Sclence Conference, Kano, L3th - I15th april, 1901,
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But the nation which is to be built, however, retains
all the socioe~economic structwres, institutions and
classes which colonial capitalism created, Indeed, the v
dominant concept of development in Nigeris is one that is
dedicated tc a consolidation, expansion and advinecment
of these structures, instituticns :nd classcs, Incevitebly,
this concept of development also retains the contradictions
and conflicts of a ncocolenial social formation, Fur
no system of Jjustice can Jjustly defend a situaticon where
only 5% of its populatiocn enjey over 90% of its total
wealth which is create« bv over Sui of its working popu=-
lation who are foreed to scramble over the remaining
10% of the wealth i tir: nation which their colleetive
labour has created in the first instonce.z The apparent
coatradictions pregnant in such a soclety and the social
conflict to which i1t pgives rise are capable of producing
upheavals in which the toilins masses violently and, with
Justification, overthrow the neccolcenial ruling closses
and usher in a new concept of development and era in
Nigerian history.

A historical analysis basad on the class co.ncept
has the potency of exposing these contradictions znd

paving the way for the workin; mosses - the real makers

2. This is a hypotheticrl description which
reflects the Nizerion reclity,
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of history in any historical epuch - to teke control of
state power and decide thelr own desfiny. Unfortunately,
the Nigerisn professional historian and scholor, win is
himself a petty bourgecisie ond, therefore, 2 beneficiary
of the neocolonial situstivn, is caupght up in this contrae-
diction. For he fears to adapt marxism and the closs
analysis because the logicel consequences of such an
approach ilnevitably lead to committing a claés suici’e
and giving up the social ond material benefits which he
enjoys under the gtatus guu, For in the final analysis,
we must emphasise, history is a study of change fdf
change. The historian moy either toke sides with hié£§fy
or betray it, but there is no niddle course, ®

Therefore, this thesis, which employes the marxist
concept of history, focuscs on clesgs formetiun and
politics on the Jos pPlatesu region, is 2 modest attempt
to contribute, not only to the study and writing of
Nigerian history in general, but alsu to =n exPuSitidn‘
.of the fundamental and lcss fundamental contradictisns of
that society, its conteaiings classes 2nd, through the |
awareness arising from this cxposition, to the making of
hiztory. | |

The conceﬁt of e¢less anc class strupgles is
central to the marxist yhiloscphy of history snd the

scientific methedodogy which lopicslly developed from this
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philosophy,. Classes3 are contradictory rel=tions, They
are relations of power andqppropriation and, therefore,
relations of antagonism 2nd cenflict, Class rel~ticns

are therefore relations of aaterial cxistence and politics.
It is for this reason thot class struggles has been the
motive force of history ever since the smereence of
organisedl society,

Classes are created in the process of social and
material production due, principally, tc the inevitable
interdependence of the factors and forces of production
and the division of labour which nccessarily accompanies
social and material prolucticn itself, For men - indi-
viduals, groups anl communitics -~ must produce the
material basis on which tney live and reproduce themselves,
In the course of doing this, they inevitebly enter into
definite relationships with nature and with themselves,
independent of their will, because no one can produce,

by himself alone, everything cn which he lives and which

3. Lenin's definition of the social class remnins the
most wilely accepted and used, isccordineg tu Lenin
classes rare:
large proups of people differin;: from each »ther
by the place they occupy in a histcerically defined
system of producti-n, by their relaticn (in some
cases fixed and formul-ted in law) tu the means
of production; by their role in the socinl
organisation of 1~bour, and, consequently vy the
dimensions and modes of acquiring the share cf
social wealth which they dispose,

Lenin, V.I, Coliectuid VWorks. Vol. 29 Masciw, 1977
pe L21.
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he needs.h This is the essentizl basis for the develoument
of division of labour which carries with it, the r.le and
value of peoples input to social production and, therefore,
the portion of the proceeds of socizl produce, sc¢ created,
; which they get in return, Depcnling on the level of
technology, the specific historical circumstence, and
the nature of labrur applied, these processes leatl to
the social differentiation of the members of the scciety
and which, in due course, become consclidated into socio=
economic differentiation thereby creating class diffe-
,rences, For those whc have been favoured by the long
process of social producticn and the inherent division
of labour in it, even*n~lly, cmerge as the beneficiaries,
defenders and perpetratcrs cf such a mode of proluction,
l_They become its ruling cl:sscs,

But these very same lonyg processes and conditions
which led to the development and emerience of the bene-
ficiaries and the rulin; classes of the mode of production

ipso facto produced thise who hove been explolted, op ressed

and, therefare, striving to uptum the mode of protuction

.-

L Marx, K. an: &n;c2ls, F, Selectel Works vol, cne
Moscow, 1977 pp. 1 - #3803 but see, 1In particular,
Marx, K. "Contribution to the Critique of
Politic2l Economy®™ in Marx, K., »nd iéngels, F,

Pre-Capitalist Sucio-Deoncmic Formatins, Moscow,
1 PPe - 380
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in their own favour, They are the ones who yeern for
change and, therefore, the movers .f history, For it is
the contradictiun between thoue who enjoy and perpetrate'
a given mode 'f productim on the one hand, on! thuse who
dislike it and want to chanve it (bcchiuse it expl its

and oppresses them)on the other, which produces the
fundamental social conflict of all s.cizl formetions in
history.

Of course, the processcs involved are complex oand,
depending on other variables (such as the specific histo-
rical conditions, gec,raphy ctc), vary from one society*
to another Jjust as they vory from cne epoch to another,
Nor is the division anJ cntagonism between the rulers and
[fhe ruled always so cleor and self-evident, For on elither
side, there exists different strands 2as well as sube-
classes which tend tc Dlur - the basic class divisiens,
Hence, we talk of rulin-s classes nnd the opvressed
classes. History is, thus, = strugile of these opirressed
individuals and ;roups (classes) tc better their living
cenditions against their op.ressors who, in turn, struggle

streneously to dafend a2nd maintain the status guo which

benefits them. This is the essence of class strurle
whether in a slave society, s feudnl or a cepitelist one,
Folitics 1is the practical form which the strujgles of
these classes take, ‘ihercfore, any study which seeks to

discover the fundamental parauzcters of o given political
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\ process must identify cnd penetrate the competing
classes and the interests which they represent ot the
level of social production and the relations of nroducticn
of the polity in questicn,

Bourgecis historians nd scholars in africo n.
lonpger doubt the superiority of the marxist methodolory
over empiricism beyoni the coumpleaint that the foruer
is 'ideological,' This is so because, historicclly,,
marxism has proved its cese, both, as 2 mode of inquiry
and as a theory of changing society, The confemporary
histories of the USSi, China, Cuba, Mczambique and cther
countries ~f the world attost tc this, Thus, bourgeols
scholarship is on the defence and it is increasin-ly
finding it difficult to defend capitalism from the right,
Consequently, bcurgecis scholars alsc study marxiss, at
they do so by misinterprcting its key concepts in an
attempt to show that marxism cannot apply in certain
places or under certain conditicns, Thus, it is often
either arpued that africin sccietics had no classes ond,
therefore, no history or, cven mor< subtly, thet .iriccn
socio-economic formations defy morxist analysis bectuse
marxism, it is alleced, arose from the study of
Buropean societies and conditions which, either differ,
or, do not exist in .. fricu ond, therefore, cannot arply

to Lfrica,



xviii,

Such neo-empiricist views can only apply to the
unimaginative historian who remains at the level of
eclectic reprcduction of categories and forms without
employing the creative Marxist - Leninist appreocach, For
all human s.cieties whether iasian, +frican, .meriemn or
European engage in social and material productiun and
reproduction, Thus, while the forms which these takc may
vary from one area to ancther due to pengraphiccl andl
other envircnmental factors, giving rise to specific
historical developments for the sccicties concerned,
the emsentinl production links and the instituti ns and
classes which are bound tou be created in the process of
social and materizl pr. .ucticn still remain the focal
peint of all marxist inguiry, Indeed, the discovery
of these variations 1s a pre-requisite conditin for
undertaking any meaning:ful revolutionary strupigle for the
societies in question,

We must emphasisc that the task of the marxist historian
is to painstakingly secrch for enpirical data, scrutinise,
penetrate and interprete this data in the light of the
production process, the division of labour ond the
resultant social relaticons of producticn, leg2l 7o non=
legal, of the particular suciety under exnnin~tion at
any piven point in time, It is not o search for the
existence or otherwise of preconceived stere tyyes and

catepgories which Korl Merx's study discoveree amd labelled
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many years agc. For such an exercisc is bound to be futile
because it is ahistoric by denying the historical pepulia-
rities of human societies and development =nd, thus,
failing to recognise the historicity of such societies or
even to come to pgrips with the basic fact of unegual
develcpment, not only, between and within specific
socleties and communities, but alsc between and within
regions and spheres at the i7lobal level,

This study of the FPlateau province has therefore been
undertaken and conductced from the crective Marxist-
Leninist apprcach, It has no apologles for refusin, to
do otherwise,

The thesis itsclf is orpgonised int. six nnin chapters.
Chapter one discusses the socioecconomic formstions of the
Plateau region on the eve of colonial conguest as 2n
attempt to bring out the class structure of the region
against which colonial capitelism grafted its institutions
of social control and economic exploitation of the area,
Chapter two deals with the conquest of the Jos Flateau
region, the deformation ¢f the pirec:lonial class structure
which was discussed in chapter one =nd the establishment
of coloniel institutions of sccial control and economic
exploitation, namely, the native authority systum:’
colonial educatioﬁJanﬂ the Christizn missignannﬁ the
churches which they founded, It 1s further arpued that

these 1lnstitutions themsclves served as agents -1 class
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formation, This 1is followed by chapter three which

discusses the colonial cconomy, the raiscn detre for the

establishment of colcnial rule, The chapter identifics
and critically examines the key sectors of the colonial
eccnomy not only to demonstrate the peculiar noture

of economic exploitation in this regicn, but alss t show
how the use of aAfrican apents in the process »f ceintmic
exploitation itself was an impurtant agent of class for=-
mation,

Chapter four then tics to;ether the easentinl link
between the colonial institutions of sociol contrcl
(chapter two) and those of economic exploitation
(chapter three) and brinss out a comprehensive =nd vivid
picture of the colonial state and society by 1dentifying
and discussing the mejor socio~economic cloasses, within
it, which formed the basis for its politics. This is
followed by chapter five which examines class relati ns
in the province against the back round of the wiler
colcnial setting ¢of the Northern Region of Nigerisz in
which the Plateau province formed only a2 small port,

It also examines the subjective ferces within this scetting
all of which cumulatively ;ave rise to the dumincnce o f

a Plateau petty bourpenis class and the petty bour-eols
politics peculiar tc that province, The last cucpter then
expouses the class essence of petty bour:eois politics in
the Plateau province, inspite of mystifications to the

contrary, and demonstrates the political opportunism of
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its emeresent ruling classes and how they consolidated their
position and perpetuated their dominance over the mass of
the working peoples of the Flateau province upr to
independence,

As 1t 1s self evident in the text, thc thcsis
draws its main body cf data from oral and archivzl sources
as well as field observotions of some of the major scenes
of the historical activity under examination, The bulk
of the fieldwork was conjJucted between M=y and Decemer
1979 but subsequent field trips were alsc underteken as
the work progressed, is for the archival material, the
bulk of it comes from the National iApchives Kaduna,
These are, however, supplemented with documents from the
former native anthority headquarters (specifically those
of Jos, Pankshin and Shendam), the Ministry of Local
Government in Jos, the Jos Naticnall Museum ond the
Documents Sections of the Kashim Ibrahim Library of this
university which contains an array of documents renging
from the provincial gazetteers, statistical digests to
parliamentary hansards and newspapers from the colonial

period to date,

M.Y. MANGVW.T
ZiRTA, JUNE, 1964,



CHAPTER __ ONE.

PLATEAU SOCIETIES ON THE EVE OF
COLONIAL RULE

INTRODUCT ION.,

This first chapter attempts to survey the nature
and character of the peopling of the Plateau region,
the organisation of social production and consequently,
the political superstructures which arose from these among
the communities of the Jos Plateau before 1900, The aim
is to expose the structure of social organisation and
political power in these communities Just before the
colonial conquest so as to provide a clear background
against which the colonial deformation of these structures

should be grasped,

THE PEOPLING AND FORMATION OF GROUPS ON THE JOS PLATEAU.

Evidence of human habitation of the Jos Plateau
region goes far back to Sangoan or even Achulean periods.1
A linguistic and ethnographic survey of the area suggests
that the various peoples who inhabited the Jos Plateau

region at the beginning of the 20th century had been’

1. Daniels, S,G,H. "The Early Stcne Age" in Shaw, T.

(Ed) Lectures in Nigerian Prehistcry and Archaecology.
Ibadan, 1069 p. 1= 59 Connah, G “*ﬁe Coming of

Iron: Nok and Daima" in Shaw, T. op.cit. p. 30-36;
Soper, R.C, “The Stone Age in Northern Nigeria" in
Journa of storical Societ of Nigeria (JHSN)

Oe Pe agg, B. "The
Nok Culture in Pruhistury“ in JHSN Vol. 1 No. 1-4,
1956 - 1959 p., 228 - 293,
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living there for several hundreds of years.z However,
on the strength of these pieces of evidence alone, it

is difficult to say with certainty that the various
groups whe cccupled the Jos Plateau by the beginning

of the 20th century were the direct forbears of the pre-
historic civilisations revealed by the evidence,

On the other hand, the oral traditions of most of
the ﬁgsgr linguistic groups tend to suggest immigration
into the Jos Plateau area from outside it.3 It is clear
then that a scientific correlation of these prehistoric
civilisations and the ourrent inhabitants of the Jos
Plateau must await further research although the general

inclination of the litcrature on this subject favours

a positive association of the two.h

Le Ballard, J.A, "Historical inferenezs from the
Linguistic Geography of the Nigerian Middle Belt"
in AFRICA L1, 1971, p. 294 -~ 305;

Greenberg, J,H, The Langpusges of Africa, Indiana
University, BloomIRgton 1066 poTbe— —

3. Field notes. These traditions are widespread
particularly among the hAngas - Mwaghavul complex
and the Birom but less so among the Jerawa groups,
Kulere, Mama, Wana and many of the Southern Zaria
groups, Many of these traditions were documented
in the Gazetteers of the Plateau Province, A more
recent effort at compliing these and other aspects
of Plateau history can be found in an invaluable
two=-volume work undertaken by the History Department
of the University of Jos as; Yearwood, P,J. (ed)
Jos Oral History and Literature Texts; Vol. cne and,
Fsichei, E. {eai Jos_oral Hisforx and Literature
Texts; Vol. two 19871,

L. Fagg, B.E. B op,cit. p. 288 - 289,
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But while further research 1s required to tnrow

more light on the relationship between the prehistoric
cultures of the Plateau and the present occupants of the
area, a few concrete statements of a general nature can
be made even under the present state of our knowledge of
the Jos Plateau., In this regard, the peopling and the
formation of groups on the Jos Plateau area can be traced
in several phases leaving aside the complexity of the
detaiia of these processes, The first phase, C, 200
BC to C, 1000 A.D;S was the prehistoric one. The second
‘ phase, C. 1100 %o C, 1700 A.D.,6 was occasioned most
largely by developments in the Kanem-Borno reglon,
particularly, the establishment of the second Kanuri
Empire and the emigration of groups who refused to be
incorporated into the new Kanuri polity to other regions
especially the Jos Plateau,. | | ﬁ ‘ '
The third phase, {, 1600 to 1800 A.D.,7 was

associated with Jukun=-Kwararafa activitices. The fourth

S Ihid,

6. Abdullahl Smith: VYThe Early States of the Central
Sudan® in Ajayi, J.F,A, and Crowder, M. (eds).
History of West Africa, Volume one, Longman 1971
p. 18L; Satad Abubakar: YPeoples of the Upper
Benue and Bauchi Plateau Before 1800 A.D, in
Ikime, 0. (ed} Groundwork of Nigerian Hsstory.

Te Meek, C.,K, 4 Sudanese Kingdom ~ an ethnographical
study of the Jukun speaking peoples of Nigeria.
New York, 1969 (original 1931) p. 21=Ll.
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phage, C, 1800 to 1907, was releted to the Fulani herders
' 8

/and Hausa traders which culmin-ted in the Sokoto Jihad.
UThe fiftn phase was the colonial period, 1907 - 1960.°
This phase was marked hy colenial conguest and domination
and it witnessed, among other things, a further massive
'immigration into the Jos Plaferu by more Hausawa, Fulani,
Kanuri as well as Igbo, Yoruba and other groups irom all
over Nigeria, These migrants were lar;ely labourers and
artisans attracted to the tin mining activities of Jos,
The formation of communitics on the Plateau was
influenced by three main factors namcly; its rocky and
mountaneous terrain, social reproduction within it, and
as we have pointed oubt =bove, a progressive immigration
into the reglon by waves of migrants. The nature of
historical interaction batween these three factors
ultimately moulded the settiement patterps,‘political
and cultural groupings on the Jos Platcau as they existed

by 1900, One important consequence of the historical

8. Abubakar, A,Y, "The Bstablishment and Development
of Emirate Government in Bauchi, 1805-1903"
Ph,D. Thesis, Atmmadu Bello U, iversity, Zaria, 1974
PPe 1 - 2253 sdamu, M, The ﬁausa Factor Zaria,
1978 pp. 29 ~ 303 pp. 36 - 37,

Ge ~The year, 1907, marked the effective conquest
of most of the Plateau communities in & series
of patrols and expeditions ordered by Horward,
the Bauchi Resident. See¢; SNP 6, Clh0/1907
"Bauchi Province ~ Patrols and BExpedition" NiK,
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interaction between the above factors was the multiplicity
of numerous zutonomous politico-cultural groupings in the
area quite unlike historical developments in the surround-
ing Hausa Plains during the same period, For example,
my own computations from the oral and colonial sources
renders a total estimate of some 400 chiefdoms for the
whole province at the time of conquest,

The numerousness of these chiefdoms obviously
raises serious methodological problems concerning the
depth to whicﬁ a researcher can go if these groups are
to be treated separately in a study of this kind. For
each of these chiefdoms form lepitimate entities of
research on their own and, indecd, some attempts have
already been made in this direction., However, an over-
all historical picture of the whole Province is yet to

emerge, hence, the reason to attempt to do so here.

ORGANISATION OF SOCIAL PRODUCTICN +ND DISTRIBUTION AMONG

S’ Ll \ L

3 + figD

We must now turn to e discussion of the way 1n
which these Plateau communities subsisted and sustained
all the sociu-ecconomic and political institutions which
they had evolved on the eve of colonial conquest and
rule, A meaningful reconstruction of this is only
possible by an examination of the organisaticn of social

production and distribution on the eve of colonial conquest,
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In other words, we must survey the prevailing modes of
production of the Pjateau communities just before the
establishment of colonial rule, This is necessary for

a proper grasp of the objective conditions which had
given rise to the political, religious e#nd other institu-
tions of the various groups,

In deingz this, however, our concern is not to
discuss the gencral history of eccnomic transformation
of the Plateau from time immemorial to 1900 A4,D,, for
useful as this is in the history of the Plateau, it is
outside the scope of this thesis, Rather, we intend to
bring out only the main features and essence of the
economy of the region Jjust before colonial conquest and
subsequent alien rule,

There is evidence to suggest that by the close of
the 19th century, the economy of some parts of the region
had not changed much since very anc¢ient times, This is
particularly true of some of the groups of the communities
wno occupied some of the caves of the high granite oute
crops who were still largely practisin; hunting and
gathering and using relatively primitive tools. Theirs
was a primitive economy and it existed among the Angas
group of Dileng; among the Montocl and the Kulere



for example.lo H
The economlc base of the whole region however, was,
and still remains, agriculturc., I was supplemented by
fishing, hunting, mining, smithing and craff manufactures.
Livestock keeping was alsc very important among all the
groups.ll A good understanding of Plateau societies and
communities must therefore centre on who owned and controlled
the use of land for other forms of social relations,

other than biological, sprang from this.12

LAND,

Thus, to start with, an examinetion of the concept
of ownership of land among the various groups on the

Plateau is necessary. Land was the most basic means of

10, These groups of communities had not changed much
even as late as the 1960s. Some of them were still
in thoe hills and engaped in very simple economies,
Fieldnotes, together with my perscnal knowledge,
of these areas,

1l, The various Plateau communities kept a large
variety of livestock which included, amongst
others, the humpless ¢attle (muturuﬁ, sheep, goats,
horses, cats, poultry, and dogs =~ the last being
very important for compound security and hunting.

12, Marx, K, "Contribution to the Critique of Politiecal
Economy" Marx, K. and fngels, F. Pre-Capiialist
Socio=Econamic Formaticns., Mnsgcow, 1575 PPe 137 -
13C.,
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production for no economic acvivity was divorced from
it, Hunting, fishin,;, mining and herbs collaction were .
all related to land and the concept of territory., LEven
secondary and tertlary economic pursuits such as services
and manufacturing, inspite of thelr "sophistication",
were not carried out in the air, For indeed, even the
concept of the ownership ol alrspace by state systems in
modern socleties derive from the claim of the respective
ground territories in question. Since all human settle-
ments and economies have always been carried out on the
ground -~ on the earth's surface ~ the significance of
land cannot be overomphasized,

Oral evidence sugrests that at the intellectual
and philosophicel level, almost all the groups believed
that neither an individual nor a group owned land, For
they malntained that one could only own that which one
malies.l3 The real owner of land thorefore was God who
was strikingly perceived by most of the groups as

female, However, they employed the concept of ownership

13. This position is strengthencd by the aexistence,
among some of thoe Plateau croups, of certain proverbs
and sayings pertoining to a wicked ruler or chief,
For example, among the Mwaganavial, » wicked chief
is told by an agrieved subject on lend as follows:
®a mang yil faha o ku ha yit mu Nan di wan“ = take
the land which belongs to you and leave for me
the one from God, Its meaning and Implication are
clear, namely, that nobody is born with and owns
land; not even the chielf,



at the level of control and usage., In other words, it
is possible, in this conception of ownership, to appro-
priate the use of lanl withcut necessarily owning the land
itself., This depicts » lefinition based on man-snd-man
relationship rather than maneand-land, Central to this
conception is the recognition and acceptance from other
potential land users tihat one of themy be he an indivi-
dual or a family or a lineage, is the sole user of the
particular piece of land, &nd this recopniticn and
acceptance itselfl was decided by a2 definite territorizl
principle which derived from a further principle and
acceptance, on the part or all, that whenever a person
+ or a group was able t. yrove that it had becn the first
settler of a particular territory, the cther groups
would acknowledge that sroup as the sole users of such
a territory, Of course, conquest coften reversed this
principle.lh From the foregoing therefore, ownership
of land was concerned with the recognition by other
potential land users that one person or group was the
de jure user which meant that eny cther person or group
/ other than the de jure user was an intruder,

1}, Many of the ingas traditions and those of the
Mwaghavul attest to this,



- 10 =

S

K

Once a particular lineage wes considered as the

de jjure users of a particular territory, that same line-

age, ipso facto, had control over.the territory, Butb

the exercise of that control was an lssue decided internally

within the lineage, The way this was decided upon varied

from one community to another but renerally ape was an
Y & ]

important consideration, In other words, the eldest

memnbers of the lineage decided on which households sghould

use particular portions,

15

Two points need to be

emphaslized limediately. The first is that the basis for

territorial claim was one of being the first settlers

~0f & particular territory or conquest of it from some

- others., Thus, if an individual was able to trace his or

their ancestorship, in most cases, patrilineally, to

the founding settler or conguercr family, this qualified

him as cne of the de Jure users of the piece of land in

question, To ftrace ones history was not difficult

because the spatial distribution of settlements often

ref}ected the closeness of the houscholds to the 1ineage.16

W

The second point 1s that lineages owned the lamd rather

Lfthan individuals, But individuals and families of the

15,

16,

Netting, R.Mc,C, Hill farmers of Nigerina -

cultural ccology of Ghe Roiyar of the Jos Plateau
London, 1970, p, 181 ~ 192, Dr Netting's findings
pertaining to this 1s neot limited to the Kefyar but
widespread on the Plateau, e

Ibid,



lineapes had equal rights to the use of the 1l2and, Often,
the eldest member of the lineave was in chzarge, He, in
council with the heads of the mnjor households or sube
lineages, were taken tu have the knowledge of the history
of the whole lineage and with it, the overall territory,
The basic unit <f production was the hocusehold
which often contained several familics, The household v
coula split, and this was more the case, as the household
became too large and quarrels ameong its segments became
Ltoo frequent.17 Apart from the organisaticn of production
at the household level, individual families were free
to clear and own extra patches of land on which, mostly
their women folk, worked during their freetimc.la Each
household had one central barn in which they stored

their harvest which was then distributed on regulated

basis by the head of the huusehold.lg The produce from

17. Examples of these abound, For example, the
chiefdoms which came to constitute Ndut (Shendam)
district; the Angas chiefdoms of Kdwir, Amper and
Gyangyany are accounted for on thid basis; among
the Mwaghavul, the nomenclature Mwaghavul is said
to have derived from “mun a vul®™ = we are twe. etc etc.

18, Netting, R,Mc.C, op,cit. p. 163 - 170,

19, In many of the Plateau communities, there were
household barns or "central barns" controlled by
the head of the household from which the wives of
the particular houschold collected rations at regu=
lated intervals. In some large households however,
sub=household barns were allowed,
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Yorivate farm"™ was kept by each housewife for her
immediate family., Tpis provided, in some cases, a
gignificant supplement to the main portion received from
the centrally owned barn,

The whole year was calendered on the basis of
agriculture - farm clearing, burning, cultivetion and
tiiling, sowin;, weedin;, harvesting, threshing and
storing. Dr. R, Mc. C, Netting“" has brought out a
detailed and impressive calendar of activitles on thé
Kofyar, one of the groups cocecupyinge the southern escarp-
ment of the Plateau massif, This calendar of activitles
'is applicable to a majority of all the groups, Supple-
mentary activities like hunting, fishine and crafts
manufacture were done variosusly between December and Marchs
always after farm preoduce had been brought home and stored,
These supplementary activities were not compulsory
except when they were carried out as festival require-
ments,

In the case of hunting, a group of friends or
brothers merely walked into the bush or the rocks
accompanied by their hunting dogs (usually after their

morning meal or after the evening meal in the case of

20. Netting’ I{QMC.C‘ OESCit‘ p. a—l-l
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night hunters) and hunt-game, They often returned with
a variety of killed pgame such s porcupine, grass-cutter,

21 For the

deer, bear, buck and other lesser animals,

hunting of large and often danserocus animals, such as

leopards and lions, a more organised expedition was

planned, usually, by the villogze chief after consulting

a diviner especially if the animal had been a source of

menace to the village, These expeditions pl‘-:»vic.lea.i

opportunity for men of .urowess to demonstrate their

special capabilities in playin; decisive and ecrucial roles

in killing the monster, In due course, they became the

community heroes, The head of the killed lion or

leopards was taken to the community chief while the skin

was left with the actual killer, not only as a mark

of his vital role in the expedition, but, in some cases,

as a title of honour,%?
Generally, hunting was organised at tw> levels,

There was the ordinary hunting cerried out Ly individuals

and groups as described above, Then thore was the

yearly hunting festivals organised Ly the community chief

21. Ames, C.G., (compiled) Gazettcer of the Plateau

Province iNiﬁeria), London 1972 (first published
sy JO8) P =323 excludings hbush cows,

rhinocers etc,

22, Especially among the ingas, Chip, Mwachavul
! Kaje and Goemai,
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and the elders which was attended by all the male adults
together with adolescents amony some {_{roups.z3 The latter
was often accompanied by ceremonies varyin;: froo one
cultural group to another.2J+ Such festivals enabled the
adolescents to know the sacrel shrines of the community
land and to know, from men in the bush away from wowmen,
why certain animals should not Le killed nor eaten, It
further enabled and encouraged them to feel like adults
and te identify with the community as a corporate society,
Hunting was not the exclusive cccupation of a particular
family or lineage 't certain individuals and families
tended to specialise in it, They exchanged their dead
or captured animsls for more grains, swords, knlves,
spears or anything they needed provided the items of
exchange were acceptable to buth pnrties. The skins were
often processed to serve as dresses, bags and sleepin:
mats,

Blacksnmiths and iron smelters like the hunters
exchanged thelr wares for other things which they
needed, For many communities in the Plateau region,
iron smelting and smlthing are very old industries and

those engaging; Iin 1t Jdo insist thet it is an art given

23. Particularly young men who were about to be
initiated into adulthood,

2., Among the Mwoaghavul, this opened the various
festivals of horse-racing, mock battles ete ete.
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their forefathers by providence from time immemorial.”
The blacksmiths penerally made hoes, cutlasses, knlves,
gwords, spears, arrow heads and so on during the dry
season but which the people referred to as the resting
period, They became busiest at the onset of the rains
hecause most of their manhufzctures were apricultural
tocls, In most socletics, blacksmiths were a hirshly
respected class of people although neither their wealth
nor their socilal status was above that of most members

of the society. This wias because these smelters and
smithers were basically cultivators, like other members \
of the socliety, and conly practised their art or science
during off season hut also during the farming period on
request by desperate households whose farming implements
needed repairs or complete replacement by new ones,
Payment for their manufactures arnd services, in the casql
/

of repairs, were made mai¥hly in graing; sometimes, in

z

Y,

25, These c¢laims are valid in the light of the
archaeological evidence we now have, Connah, C,
op.cit, p. 30 « 36; the finds of Fagg, Soper snd
3E3nnie elted above, This is supported by a recent
Ph.D. Thesis by David Tambo on iron working on
the Plateau Jjudging from my discussions with him
and my participation in his project., The thesis
has been completed but I have had no access to
a copy and, thus, have not read it. His field
interviews have been transcribed in microfilm
amcl stored in the Northern History Research Scheme,
Zaria,
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aQdition to beer., The exchange basis was standardizedz?

in most societies but other influences such as marriagf

and kinship relation of the customer to the blacksmith
led to a discount especially in the case of repairs.
Other members of the commuhities other than hunters,
smelters and smithers found something to do during this
resting" pericd, This was the time for bﬁﬂding new
huts and repairing old ones, renovating the wells,.
thatching the roofs and the like, They also engaged in
crafts such as basket makimr, calabash, goard and pots
which were done by both sexes.27
Fishingg28 was alse carried out a2t this time not
only because 1t was now "resting" season but because
the streams, rivers ano 1akes-had low water at this time.
We are not here interested in the reproduction or
description of the sequence of economic activities
throughout the year, for this has been ahly documented
by Dr. Netting to whom we have referrcd., Rather we are
interested in the sipnificance of land and zpriculture
to the various communities, For apgriculture doninated
the lives of the people to the extent that they referred

to the pericd during which they were nut directly

26, Standard calabashes were used - among the Mwaphavul,
such a calahbash is called du - divar = the barn dish,

27, Women, however, tended to specialise in basket
making and pottery,

28- JRXIRQS, C. G. "ji)c Cit. EJ. 29“-".
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engaced in farm werk as the “restin;" period, Yet, it
was during this "resting% pericd that equally important
supplementary economic sctivities which we have mentioned
above were undertaken,

On the whole, society was well organised, In/
learning about and pursuing cccupations other than farming,
individuals simply Joined their parents, first as
apprentices, in whatever the latter happened to be doing,
In due course, they matured into experts and joined the
relevant "guilds"™ for their chosen crafts, Only metal
smeters and smithers seemec to have developed some form
of occupational organisation very much like juilds,

Iron smelting was not wi’'espread in the Platenu region
inspite of its claim to great antiquity. The hill
communities and those on the Platecau massif secmed to
have been the main producers of iron tools in the region,
And even in the communities where iron work was under-
taken, the skill was often confined to particulaer
lineages, These iron smelters and smithers tended to
spread certain beliefs about the qualifications to

enter into this professicn, /s a result, the profession
remained exclusive to these lineages who also had

contact with each othner acrossg the various chiefdoms,
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It was in this way that they constituted a kind of g}:uild.29

Technology was at a relatively low level, There were
no sophisticated machinery employed in the predudtion
process. Indeed, as mentioned earlier, only simple tools
such as hoes, knives, spear ond arrow heads were made
and used 1n the various economic activities deserited
above, This means thet labcur was of paramount signj?/
ficance as a factor of production., It is therefure
riecessary to discuss how labour was orpanised in the

preduction process,

LaBOUR,

- Labour was freely exghanged fur goous; for seedlings,
fgrains, metal tools =n' bheer, Thoere was no unemployment
because all individuals in society ultimately belonged V//“
to one household or another and therefore fell within
the productive schedule of that household.Bo Besides
this, maost of the commnities frowned at idleness.,

Indeed, one found it difficult to get a wife if his

N

29, Fleldnotes records and visits to some of the major
ironworking sites and communities, One extensive
former iron mining site Btill exists at Bwanzuhum
on the way to Mansun,

30, Urban centres had not yet emerged to absorbd
rural migrants running away ° from the chores of village
life such as is the case presently,
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image in the community was one of 2 lazy person, The
household was the basic unit of producticon, However,
labour was sometimes orranised around the ;§13.31

/' gé&g was the comins together of several houscholds
or in some cases, the whole villepe, to constitute a
single work=force on a particular project both frec and

\for part-payment, It was orzanised at two levels - at
the community level; and at the individusl level. If

y the work at hand was of community interesst such 2s

: working on the Chief's farm, rildding; the community of
some impending monster, deepéninq the community water
source, repairing the ancestral grove and thelike, the
whole work-force of the community would turn up at the
fixed date and time, There was no necessary payment
lglthough a pood community chief would provide some
water and beer to help “quench thirstd as the saying
went, Althoush the chicf was not compelled to provide
water and beer, failurc to do sc, mrre often than not,
impaired the prestige of such a chief in the eyes of his
subjects, In some cases, corvee labour was organised
lon farm of the chief, For example, among the Mwahawul,

corvee labour was known as ushat.32 Some chiefdoms,

3l. There are local names for the different variations
of the gadya phensmencon which Dr, Netting hos
discussed with regarls to the Kofyar and related
groups, Netting, R.Mc,C, op,cit, p. 138,

32, Fieldnotes records and personal acquaintance with
this group,



however, did not practise tnis at all, This was community
work,

However, at the individual level, the head of a
household invited the whole community or a secticn of
it tc perfurm such tasks as cultivation, weeding,
harvestin,, threshing; or 2ny nspect cf farmweork, In
such instances most communities laid down specified
requirements which the head <f such a household must
meet. These requirements differed from one community
to> another as did alsc the nature 2f the work under
request; but beer was a common recquirement in all of
them.33 Sometimes these work parties spent the night
on the farms, In such cases, the host househ)ld did
not only prepare plenty of heer but slaucshtered a
stipulated number of livestock in additin, These require-
ments were not considered as payments for the gaya
labour but were reenrnisel as tokens of gratitude,
For it was believed that nobedy could actually compensate
labour adequately, On this basis a beneficiary from
this form of labour had to be prateful to the members
of his community for willingly offerins to take 2 day off
from their own work to assist him on his farm (or in

the building of a new house - etc etc)., Nevertheless,

33, I am not aware of any rroup, except possibly
the subeemiraztes, ocn the Jes Plateau who du not
brew and drink beer for and on suchk ocecasiuns,
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as a result of these speclfied reqglUirements, which were

regarded as tokens of gratitude, only the househsld
o)

]units which were wealthy could afford to invite :

-
. £

. labour,

In a1l thecommunities, the head of the household
attended the farms unless he was too old to work, And
even as an old man, the household head helped in
¢cleaning and jguarding the compound while the productive
members of the household went to the farms, ﬂdditionally;"i
he sometimes helped to work on "home plots" as a cure
for l1dleness while, at other times, he helped the herdse—
boys to look after livostoock.

The lineage chief was in a similar position, He
controlled his own househol:d which was uften the larpest

Yin the village or chiefdem, The large size of the
chief's lineage meant that it was alsc the wealthiest
by virtue of the size of its work-force,

Furthermorc, "gifts® and tokens of respect from
the other households easily augmented the wealth of the
chiefs household bteyond those of the ordinary house-

holds.Bu Thus it is no wonder that these lineage chiefs

LW W B

31, I have not been able to locate the penesis of these
"gifts™ which shuuld not be toc difficult to uncover,
However, the groups that practise them simply said
that they had always Jdone so, It is not unlikoly that
such gifts would have arisen In the process of
evolving and debeloping the chieftainey offices
themselves - the chiefs, as their powers Increased,
compelled these gifts under the ideological gulse
of respect and reverence for the office etc ctcy
processes which, in turn, begat mere wealth on the
part of the chiefs and, thus, more political power.

2



were called gwolon: and long ~mong the Angas ond Goemai
respectively, In both languages, gwolong and long mean
the samethings namely, “the possessor of wealth".35 It
is necessary to emphasize, at this Jjuncture, that it 1is
in this differential accuwmilation of wealth that one

can locate the latent or embry nic basis for the develop-
ment and subsequent emerpence Hf semi-class an! cloass
societies on the Jos Flateau., These structurcs are
central to the major theme examined in this thesis for
colonialism could not thrive without them,

Some of the houscholds were very wealthy; others
were not so wealthy; and still others were less wealthy.
The differences in wealth did not necessarily arise
from the exploitation of onc househnld by another, but
by the initial advaq;cgcéjwhich occured in the sharing
of cultivated lands, harvests, sizes of households
or even some natural hazards - drought, flood, pests
and such like, Households which were adversely affected
by such hazards undertock te work, for a specified
number of days, on fhe farms of their more fortunate
colleagues. in return for grains cor seedlinyg; whichever

6

they needed mr.,'r‘t:n.3 Some of the households so affected

35. From my linguistic knowled.:e of thesc lanpuares.

36, Especially if some fire disaster had destroyed
some households, in which cose, they had to start
afresh, The terms of these "helns" varied from
place to place,
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sometimes recovered over time but even then, they could
not compare favourably with those households from whon
they had bhorrowed and for whom they hsd worked, For
since wealth tends to create more wealth, these initisl
advantages and disadvantages onffecting the houscholds tended
to take on a more or less permanent status in differen-
tiating the various householids of the Plateau communities,
In this way, households gradually became differentiated
into wealthy, not so wealthy and poor ones over time,
Z“ At this stage, one can 2l1lso see the beginnings
of differentiation in wealth not only between the diffe-
rent houscholds, but between the heads of houscholds
and the lineage chiefs on the one hand, and the ordinary
,Emembers of the hcuseholdls on the other, These heads of
households and the lineage chiefs together controlled
the use of community formland and the produce from it,
Yet, they were not effective or direct produezrs in
the sense thot they actuslly worked on the farms, It .
was the remaining members of the houscholds who ungaged-
in either direct work of socisl production, Thus, 1t
is at this point, that we can loeate the genesis and
potentials for the subsequent separation of the direct
producers from the means of production, a key essential

37

cf class societies, On the eve of c¢alonial intrusion,

37. Ivanov, Y.M. Apgrarian Reforms and Hired Labour in

nfrica, Moisseyev,
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a large number of communities cn the Plateau werc about
to reach this stage,

One other form of labour must Le menticned, This is 7
slave labour, OSlave labour was very popular amcng the
Hausa polities that surroun'2d the Ploteau region huat
not amony the Plateau communities themselves, This 1is
curious in view of the widespread use of this foym of
labour over the rest oi the H;;erian area during, the same
period.38 Prior toc the 18th century, there wos -
conspicuous absence of slaves and slave labour in all
the communities of the Platezu mnssif.39 Often there
were a few captives in scome of the occasgsional inter-
community forays, but these captives were either absprbed
or, in some cases, alluwed to return home eventually,
iAs such, there were no slave estates like the gandaye

so characteristic of many o>f the rulers in Hausaland,

38, A good example is the wice§ spread of estates worked
by slaves common in Hausaland societics, These were
called gandaye (gandu - singular), For a more
detailei, though rather exaggerated, discussion on
this sece; Lovejoy, F.&., "The Plantation Egonomy of
the Sokoto Caliphote™ in Americen Historical
Association, Ninety~First lnnual Conference, Dec.

P ashington, It cnly need Le mentioned that
these pgandaye to which Lovejoy refer as plantations
predated the establishment of the Sokoto Caliphate.

39, Orr, C, The Makini of Northern Nireria, London
1911, 2nd. odt, 1065 1. 105.
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Where the captive was kept permonently by his captors,
all effort was made to inteprate him as full memler of
the community and his chiliren only come to know of
their servile oripgin when therce was o guarrel between
them and someone from amon? the member of the community
when the latter would, in anger, remind the former £
his servile origin, And in most cases, the latter was
reprimanded by the elders for unjuaried utteranc:,

Thus, slave labour was of little or nc significznce
in the history of the flatesu prior to Jukun and Hausa
contacts.hc And even from the 18th century, when
slaves beran to feature on the Platesu, thcey were sold
off to Hausa traders instead .f recruiting and crgani-
sing them as a work-force on household farms, The
rel=tive abscnce of slove lalour in the e¢conomic history
of the Jos Plateau is explicable in the fact that histo-
riecally, organised slave labour tends to Le associated
with well developed class sicieties, particulsrly,
fvedal-type societics where the slaves are made to work

on the farms or some state projects such as the construction

40, i slave was difficult to define in some of these
societies, 1In most of thom, a slave was actually
a war captive, He wns not necessarily regarided as
an inferior or sub=human “eing especially if he
had been captured during a fierce “Wttle., Captives
however came to Le viewed wich contempt only with
the uply uses tu which they later (19th €) Yecame
subjected e.r. tradings in them, employing them on
menial jobs ete., More imp o rtantly, none of the
groups has a tradition of organise' slave lalour
as distinet from the houschold workeforce, The
slaves were often assimilated,
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the centrally owned bern, The amount given to ecach was
determined by the size of the family.hz I hacheloer
however had no ration Leczuse it was held that he had no
wife to cook such a ration, e thus fed from the food
prepared by the wives of the other members of the house-
hold, Hpwever, it was the household which paid the dowry
for his wife when he was realy tn marry,

Among the Chip, snras, Mwohavul anl Mapun, for
example, food rations were given according to the number
of wives a man had, Thus, the mre wives one had the
larper the raticn he would collect, For example, if
the head of the householl decided to pive each woman
ten calabashes of grain (durin: a sharini session)
then someone who hatl ten wives would collect @ hundred
calabashes while a2 family of twoe wives collected only
twenty, The rationale behind this was that a family of
ten wives had many people to feed because each wife
was expected to have children, /Ancther justification for
tihhis formular of sharin; out social produce was that a
family of ten wives hal countributed to the proctuction
process by the labour of ten women in contrast to the
contribution of a family of twc wives by unly two

women,

b2, £11 the Plateau communities were polyramous,
There was no limit to the numbers of wives a man
could marry and inherit, These ceaosed tou apply to
those who became M.slems and later, Christians,
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" However, this formular had scme inherent problems,
For since the number of children which a wife had were
not taken into account by the formular, women who had
many children got the same food ration as those without
children thereby resulting in injustice to the former
and their children., This problem was often compounded
if some of their children head grown old enocugh to Join
the household work-force in theproduction process.
Consequently, grumbles, complaints and open guarrels
were constant features of the lives of such households.
is a solution te this protlem, many lerge households
split into two or more denending on the gravity of the
problem as well as the anticipeted fortunes asscclated
with the new households, Some of these splits led to
migrations if the hogtilities between them persisted
even after they had 31_-12'_:{_1:.)Jr3

On his own part, the head of the household often
engured that he was not extraverant by strictly repulating
the intervals for rationing produdée from the central barn,
Since the procedure for rationins did not take into
account the number of mouths that a family had to feed

but the number of wives scmeone had, 1t meant that some

L3, This phenomencn accounts f£or a lot of the intra-
misrations within the region. OIften, the groups
involved did this without losing contact and
identity with the parent group. Many examples of
these exist ~mong the various roups on which I
have field notes,
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families had not enoush foo?l to live on, In orcer to
supplement this, therefore, some wives tock their own
initiative and opened up their own farm over whose pro=-
duce they had absolute control.hh
This stringent metiiol of manarin- the central Larn
by the head of the househol! enallel the entire memlers
of the household to resch the new harvests with some
:v.ux-plt.u’..,l"'S With this surplus the head of the household
paid for other services rendered to the constituent
families, wihich indéluie!! medical téﬁtment, dowry for a
wife to one of its members, purchase of new farming
hoes and the repair of dama;sed ones and the like.
Fpem it also the head of the householl fulfilled the
obligations of the housciaold to the lineare chief, as
well as to invite other household memlers tu a paya
service on their farms if it was a weslthy

household.hé

Y4l However, the hustands ¢i1¢ "influence"™ the use of
such produce, Durin. the colonial period, scme
“i0od wives" were said tc have paid their hushands!
taxes from this source,

45, That is, what remaine’ after the next harvest
had come in, Some househol !s were =2Dhle to
conserve anl, thus, accumlated hugse surpluses
sufficient to offset & “umoderate®" period of
famine,

46, There was always an occasion for such in all
the communities many 2f whe had several
festivals yearly,
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In the absence of any larve-scale trading connections
for exchanging some of the surpluses for luxury ioods
characteristic of the rulin: classes of the savans and .~
forest states, the Platcau e mmunities consumed their
surpluses in the form of beer which featured in virtually
all the various kinds of ceremonies snd festivals prac-
tised by the gruups.h7 ind since most of these ceremonies
were sanctioned and coutrolled by the heads of the
households acting as elderrs, and the lineage chief,
they were by the same token, the ;preatest beneficiaries
of this mode of production,

The role of the heads of households in this social
formation therefore rcouire some emphasis, Firstly,
they controlled the cenigral barns since it was they who
decided on the amount of food ration which each
family received, They also decided how often this
ration was to be given, It was they who decided when
a young member of the houszhold was ripe for a wife
which affected the central barn by way of paying the
dowry as well as increasin: the number of wives who
collected ration from the central barn, Secondly, they

decided what new fields were to be cleared, the crops

7. All forms of rewards ultimate found expression
in beer except in some cases of rituals relating
to healing-even so, beer came in indirectly at
one stage or another,

t\
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grovn and the amount to be grcwm on them, Thirdly, they
defined the problems whose sclutions required househcld
$esources and those whosc sclutions required only
family attention, Fourthly, they decided on the scrvices
and "contributions" or “gifts" for which surplus produce
1:.from the household barn could he engaged, ¥
In ShOPt,‘althUUfh they did not appropriate and
privatise the surplus directly, thecy effectively controlled
it; some, less effectively than others, Thus they were
conspicuously the greatest beneficiaries of the household
surpluses, For as the custodians of thc traditions,
they formed the central and sometimes exclusive classes
at the festivals and coremonies beirng the ones who
offered the food and drinks to the ancestral spirits,
the incantations and 1ibations.u8 In this way, they
constituted themselves intc insipient rulin: classes
of the various FPlateau commuuities,
[ﬂ In summary thercforc, one can say that the made
U/ of production of the communities of the Plateau prior

to comlonial rule was predominantly commnal and it

48. 1In all the societies, contzct with the anccstors
through the means described in the thxt was an
exclusive preserve of the “elders"., However,
bein; an elder was not just a matter of ape,
Demonstrated ability in the reclevant field and
bein;;: a member «f the relevant lincape for tne
particular priesthood were additional considerations
or qualities,



Lp remained so for long hut gradually progressed towards

the development of class structures, By the 18th century,

from all indications, one could talk of a progressive |

disintegration of this communal mode, particularly,

among the communities of the lowland, This process was

accelerated by contacts with Jukun and Hausa peoples

and traders.ug The Sckoto Jihad hurried this process

further still and by the mid~19th century, some of the

e

communities became ¥tributory" polifies to the Sokoto

Caliphate, For example, Wase, Kanam and Jemaa had

become sub-emirates under Bauchli and Zaria emirates

respectively, Even those communities which had not

been incorporated into the Sokoto Caliphate either by

direct conguest or aman, such as the Birom, Anaguta

and Jere chieftaincics, took on more centralised

political structures in the process of organising

opposition to the Jihad,

=
20 84111 some others, especially

those inhablting the mountain and rock heights such as

Dileng, Kadung, Chakfem and Jipal had remained relatively

- unaffected.S1 These issues are exanined in preater detail
.. 49, Adamu, M, op.cit. p. 27; p. 28 -~ 29,

50, ther examples of these included the Angas chiefdoms
Wokkos, Pankshin, ampang, Kabwirg the Mwaghavul
chiefdoms of Pianiyz (Panyam), Pushit, Ampang,

- Kerang; the Shendam distriet of the Lowland; etc.

51, Most of them were in Pankshin Division of the

colonial administration, 4mes, C.G. op,cit.
pjpn 122“136l

P
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in the section which follow,
'I

POLITIC:iL  UNITS AND RELATIONS

From the discussion of the orgenisation of production
which we have éttemptcd above, it is evident that the
dominant mode of production of the Ploteau communitics
was communal, The main feature of this mode was that
there was the absence of = clear separation of the direct
producers from the means of prnductiun.52 In other words,
the direct producers were also the owners of the means
of production as well as the proceeds of production and
clear=cut property distinctions characteristic of the

l- feudal and, particularly, the capitalist modes were not
[‘possible, Consequenily, the appropriation of surplus
by a noneproductive cligque and the sulisequent class
contradictions to which this zives rise were minimal
and difficult to discern beyond the simple distinction
between wealthy and poor houscholds; the basic productive
Lunits.

But the absence of « sharp class contradictiocn

should not be taken to mean the absence of economic

diff-rentiation. Indeced, an attempt was made abouve to

52, Ivanov, Y.M, op,cit. p. 94, shivji, I.G.
op.cit., p. 6.
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show not only the distinction between wealthy and

poor households, but alsc the distinetion between

thé sosio=cconomie status of the heads of the households
and the lineage chiefs on the one hand, and that of the
ofther ordinary menmbers of the houschelds together on
the other, It was contended that the social status of
these heads of household and lineage chiefs already
exhibited, in embroynic forms, ingredients for the
development and emergence of class socleties, This
social status which they enjoyed was maintained and
erthanced by the cultural and intellectual atititudes
wiiich informed the whole outlook and worldview of these
communities, And these outlooks and attitwies were
traceable to the alledged events of the traditions »f
origins, settlements, migrations and the consolidation

53

of the lineage groups themselves, nezunying speaific
territories of land - the basic means of production,
It must be emphasized that these traditions invariably
belonged to the controlling lineages - the dominant

&
Tclasses" in the communities.)u Therein lay the Jdialectic.

o

53. Kinship tics were certainly assceilated, infact
central in most cases, with the formation of these
lineage groupings either en route or from the
source - hahitat or even 1Inh the new abode., Year-'
wood, P, and Egichei, T, (eds) Jus Oral History
and Litcerature Texts, Vols, 1 and 2, Jos, 19dl.

5, Fieldnotes from the chiefdoms of Kabwir Amper,
Panyam, Shendam and many others, TPor more
examples, see; Jog Oral History and Literature
iexts,
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The ideoclogy of the rdominant alasses in these
communities had becomc the ideolocy of the masses in
the communities, In all human societies, this has always
veen the case.55 In this section, an attempt is made
to identify the substantive political units (lineare
or otherwise); their internal organisation, their
relationships with othersa and how they were changing
and transforming over the centuries particularly in the
19th century, Since it is impossible to cover all the
nolitical units separately, only the essential features
of all the groups are discussed with examples randomly
picked for illustration and substantiation.56 This
approach necessarily Jirfers from thoseof »,Y, Abubakar
and J,0, Agi buth of who decided te solve the problem
by resorting to a classification of thepolitisal

organisations of the communities of this re:ion

55. Marx, K. and Engels, F, Selected wWorks Vol. I,
Moscow, 1977 p. 47.

56, An esmsential feature in a2ll the political orani-
sation of all the communities is the community
chief, whether seculer or spiritual, in its
outward expression, Then there were the sub-
chiefs or "“tesk-chiefs" many of who were priests
of one cult, shrine, aze rrade or anctiier.

These often had the hacking of the houscnolders
who, together with these variety of chiefs,
constituted the ruline- classes in embryonic
forms in the communities,
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into typologies.57 1 reject such an approach and
classificaticn because to do so would be to treat
political phenomenon 2t the level »f form rather than
substance, Furthermorc, the criterie for their classi-
fication obscures rathor than 1lluminates the nature of
political orkanisaticon of the people, We take thein one
after the other,

Dr, Abubakar identificd three main types of
political organisation in this region, namely, the
pricst-chief system; the territorially defined chief-

58

ship system; and the stute system, He did not demon-
strate the bases for thesc but he went on to ghow their
characteristics, For exemple, he cuntended that the
main characteristic of thepriest-chicef system was “the
almost complete sub-mermence of the political sphere
within the kinship structurc.“sg On the differ.nce
hetween territorially definecd chiefships and the
yriest-chief systems Dr, ..lLulakar observed that Y"while
in the priest-chief systems members of the cummunity

lived in dispersed villages and related to the total

community in terms of their individual lineaces, the

57. Abubakar, a,Y, op.cit, p. 43 246 - 59, api, J,0.
"Protest and Rebelllion agzainst British Rule in
Lowland Division of Plateau Frovince"; draft of
a Ph,D, thesis fur the Ahmadu Bello University
PPe - 2.

58, Abubakar, a.Y. op.cit, pely; 248 - 259,
59, Ibid, p. 2,8.
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members of the territorially defined chiefship communi-
ties of the Bauchi region prior to the 19th century
lived in compact villares and save their alle;siance
directly to the chief in whom territorial, secular and
religious authority was Cnmbineﬂ.“6ﬁ
The first point tc note is that these so=called
characteristics are seen ag ;iven and not having been
historically determined, Secondly, even the formulation
of these alleged characteristics contain some inherent
flaws, For example, if the priest-chief system showed
Uthe almost complete submerpence of the political sphere",
why did Abubakar call it a "political" system? For it
is not true that membhers of the community in the
priest-chief system always lived in dispersed villages
and even if they did, this tells us very little., If
the iﬁplication is that because they lived in dispersed
villages under linea- es, they had no clear definition
of their territory then this is false, For elders of
the lineages and the lineare chiefs often knew where
their territory ended and where that of the nel shbouring

lineage besun, Where this was under doubt, there were

oYten some forays at the boundaries, Nor is it true that
because the territorially defined systers livec in

compact villages, they had a clear definition of their

60, Ibid. p. 259. o
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territory acceptable to the adjascent political systems,

Which came first: the delimitation of the territorial
boundary or the compact settlement? 1Is Dr. Abubakar
suggesting that the priestechief had no territorial and
secular authorities? 1If so why did he call them chiefs

and in what ways did thcir dispersed villages relate to the
total community? These and meny other guestions cannot be
cleared by the ahistorical approach of Dr, aAbubakar and the
conceptual confusion which pertains to it.

John Agi uncritically nccepted Dr, Abubakar's
characteristics and proceceded to classify lowland
communities into chiefdoms and theocrncie&61 without any
clear basis for deing so, Neither a theoretical distinction
between chiefdoms and theocracies in gencral was offered,
nor was a historical analysis of how the political organi-
sations of the communities in question attempted so as to
show the bas!; and the forms of political authority which
these communities exhibited in the period under examination,
Agi's categories tell us very little about the societies
because the cotegorics themselves are not exclusive of each
other, In other words, = chiefdom can be said to be
theocratic if the chicf claims to derive his authority and

sovereignty from divine origin or sources,

61, Agi, J.0. op.cit. pp. 51 - 2,
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The basic inadeguacy in oth Dr, Abubakor and Agl

is one of concept and apyrceach, Both of them made no

attempt to relate the politicul institutional forms which

they identified to the forces and factors of production

and the consequent sccial relatiorsof productiocn. Rather,

they merely dealt witli the superstructure snd left it

at that, The data now available supg ests that the super-

ficial politicel appearances (institutional forms) of
these communities from which bubakar and sl derived
their classification were actuzlly manifestations of
the internal socio=ccunomic dynamics of these societies
as well as the varyin,- intensity of outside eontacts.,
These contacts had become widespread in the Plateau and
Bauchi region by the iBth and 19th centuries, These
were the contacts of islam, trade, Hausa, Fuleni and
Jukun peoples referred to earlier,

Besides these, it must be¢ emphasised that the
gecgraphy of the Flateau tendeld to encourape a rather
exclusive nature of settlements and a multiplicity
of polities, often based on lineaces., Certainly, it is
clear that it was the historical interaction between
the new areas of contact on the one hand, and the
hitherto communal formations in this unique cecpraphical
area on the other, which produced the predominantly

communal mode of producticn superintended by communal
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chiefs.62 T

hus, a marked feature which cut across the
.political organisation of the various polities which

were, in reality, predominantly lineajge proupin:s was

the communal chief - whether the nsture of his authority
was priestly, seculcr or otherwise, The ultim&ate
authority of the communal chief was relsted to his control
of the territory claimed througzh traditions which he

stood as symbol,

As a result of the above considerations therefore,
the concept of the office or institution known as chief
ig as 0ld as the development of the communal moile of
production itself, Ipitianlly, the office merely meant
the head and overseer of the 1ineage—bésed communities.,
The antiquity of the chieftaincy office can be seun in
the fact thet most of these communal chiefdoms nn the
Plateau have local and indigencus names for the office.
The Angas and Goemal call their chiefs pgwolong and
long respectively., The Mwahavul call theirs
mishkaham; the Pyem, rit, the Birom, pwoms the Yarcok,

penzhi; the Rukuba, utu, the Jarawa, ppomo; the

62. Ag in existence in the 19th century, It may be
noted that what ultimately decided the potential
ruling classes in easch Jsroup was their control
of land through the perpetuation of traditions
0f origin which legitimised their claims to the
"owntrship" and control of these domains,
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Mada, chun; the Eggon, lokop and so on.63 These are

not loan worﬂs.eh Many of these sommunities have claimed
that from time immemorial, they had always had chiefs,
Their traditicns often associate the office with the
founding fathers of the particular settlements and
polities. The royal families (dynasties) of the
comnunities traced their descent patrilincallsz to these
founding fathers. Ant this provided the basis for their
claim to being the cless of people who inherited and

knew the history of the exect extent of the territory
belonging: to their respeetive communities and, consequently,

their own control of it.66

- ——

63, Fieldnotes in these areas, also seej Ames, C,G,
opscit; Yearwopd, P, and Esichei, Z. (eds) op.cit.
concernin;: the var’'ous proups,

6, I made efforgs to see if they were loanwords
but failed; these words were certainly indigenous
to the communities eoncerned,

65, So far I am not sware of the existence of any
matrilineal community in the Plateau area although
there appeared tc have beecn semblances of this
amony some of the Rukuba, Birom and Miango groups,
Even here, the offices of the utu, pwom, were not
inherited metrilineally,

66, David Dimka (30/5/79%); John i, Kwashi (13/9/79);
Ayuba Kumm (30/5/79) =n! others.
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In most cases this contrcl was not absolute
because all the sublineapes and households within the
whole community claime.! kXinship relations of the same
traditions, The chiefs were usually Jjust reneral
overseers and directors of the whole cummunity; a
function for which they were sometimes remuncrated and
in others nct remuncrated at ;=11.67 This is because in
exercising this responsibility whicn involved directing
the rest of the community, the chief c¢mployed the services
of other sub-lineage heads and heads of households as
allegely defined by the trn;ition3.68 For example,
among the Mwahawvul chiefdoms, specialised functions
such as the repulatin of the hunting festival, dancing
involving flutes, initietion ceremonies and other .
rituals, were assigned to sub=chiefs who were also
elders an¢ heads of specified subelinea;ies directed by

69

the tradigions, The same can be said of the Ancas

chiefdom in relation to the position of the verious

67. Most remuneraticn took the form of "corvee
labour® and "gifts%, The articulation of these
differed from one community to another and, in
general, there was little that was standard and
precise about them,

68. Most communities practiged this "“traditionol"
delepation of lineace and houschold functions,
often, these functicns were alle ‘el to have heen
first performes Ly the prorenators of the
respective linea.;es ana householis,

69, 1Ibid,
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gwolong and the organisers of hunting, the various dodo

70 The last was

masqurades and the mwostar festival.
a very important festiva1.71 In the Rukuba chiefdoms
the chief, utu, was assisted in specific duties by

title holders from specific families such as the offices
of onifachanda and utu fichi, The duties of the former
were to kill, prepare and cock all animal flesh eaten

by the utu, The latter was the principal assistont of

T2 Similar specialisation of

the utu in ritual matters,
politico=social functicns can be found amongz the

Lowland chiefdoms and so=called theocracies described

by Agl.’-

Evidently, therzf .re¢, 2 chiefdom was a territorially
defined community of lineages with spatial distfibutiun
of settlements reflecting the closeness of the familles,
households and the sub=lineares, Within this system
each chiefdom was part of a wider and larprer linpuistic

and cultural ;roup and all the chiefdoms of particular

70. David Dimka; Timcihy Dimka (30/5/79) in connection
with Mwostar among the /Lngas,

71. During the mwostar festival, the history of the
Angas people was recited and it is zlleged that
the festival was accompanied by many mirael:zs
remiscent of the Angas founding fathers e.,y. some
people were known tc have voluntarily died =nd
returned to life apgain, I have never witnessed
one even thourh the festival continues to the
present,

72. Ames, C,G, op,cit. p. 90,
73. Agi’ J.O. OE=cit. p. _‘_._;l -98.
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linguistic and cultural grougs were territorially
contijucus to each ather.7u This tended to facilitate
colonial efforts in tryine, 21lthoush unsuccessfully,

to create and erect peramount tribal chiefs for the
various linsuistic greoups., Fer until the 18th snd 19th
centuries, none of these wider linuistic and cultuaral
roupinggs constitute! politically inte rated untitivs.75
Instead, ecach linyuistic-cultural srouping contained
within it segeral aut.nom-us cniefdoms, This was
because the dominant communzl mode of production in
tinids area had been developcd un the lineage units rather
than the wider clan or linuistic ;roup. The direct proe-
ucers were also the wners of the means of production
#nd the produce thererfron, & separetion between uirect
producers and the owners cf the means of production

that 1s, land, had yet to cccur., Consequently, there

was no appropriaticn of surplus by snyone or by any

group outside the linea:e,

7h. However, the resettlement schemes of the
culonial period chaiy:ed this especially amon: the
Yergam. Also the relotively easier mobility of
the colonial perici facilitated in voluntary
migrations in somz areas,

75. I am yet to fin! an example of this before 1900,



and even within the lineages themselves there
was no appropriation of surplus beyond the contrel and
management of the surplus of the households or lineares’
by their respective heads, This position did little
mcre than to 2encerally clevate the social status of
clders; the heads oI hcuseholds; and lineages, abuve the
ordinary members of the society, Therefere, when we
speak of pslitical units on the Pjateau prior to the
18th century, we ars sctually referring to these
communal chiefdoms based on the predominantly conmunal
mode of production, Because these chiefdoyms were based
on lineage rather than linsuistic groupings, they were
numeraus.76

But even though each linguistic and cultural
¢rouping censisted of many chiefdoms, this did not
militate a;rainst the formation of mutual relationship
between them. On the contrary, the whole linguistic
and cultural bleck which c.ntained several chicfdonms
was united by a common tradition of descent, origin,

languaire, customs, festivals as well as EIE T Ol T S

76 It is not possibie to know their exact number
because they never remained static for any one
period, In Pankshin Division alone, the districts
established by the colonial administration following
these chiefdoms, closcly there were over seventy
districts, 3Since a district consisted! of twe or
more chiefioms, the nuaber of chiefiloms in Pankshin
Division were certainly cver one hundred,
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intermarriapes.77 At the cultural level, the whaole
linjuistico=cul tural iroup was well united through
attending dances, festivals, ordeal trials, marriages

arxl installation ceremcnies which they carried out
together as allegedly definecd Ly the traditions concernin.:
these activities, In scme cases, the whole group came
tuzether in the face ol 2 commin enemy after which they

78

reverted to the status guo,

However, there were 2 few areas 2f conflict which
occured during the festivels end ceremonies which, in
many instances, were enhanced by intoxication from the
beer provided for such cecasicns, But the majcr aress
of conflict were borics Jdisputes as well as disputes
over hunting, These were directly related to terri-
terial eclaims and subsequently, the sovereipnty of
the chiefdoms., These sometimes led to open armed
confrontation between the chiefdoms an, occasiocnelly,

between villares,

-

77. Marriaces outside the cultural rroups took place
semetimes throupsh kidnapying, Within the whole
eultural grfoup, h- wever, most of the groups
favoure:d inter-linea; e marrizges althougsh intra-
linea;re marriages =lso osccured,

78, In this repard, it mey be remarked that even the
devastating attacks of the Jihadists failed to
produce a pan-an-as chiefdom or even an ingas
confederation,
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The kidnapping of women constituted no serious
conflict as claimed by colonisl writers.79 A kidnapped
lady stayel to her husbtand if she liked him or escaped
home when she ha!l the cpportunity to do so, .ltere
natively, her parents and other members »f her house-
held would orpganise for her return home Ly force if
necessary, or even organise for the kidnap of a maiden
from the “offending" community in retaliation, The
latter wvas kept as a wife to one of the members of the
household should she like him, Otherwise she would
escape home., The point is thuat the "encounters® during
women kidnappins were not wars - althouph they somee
times tock violent foras,

On the whole, tiae occasicnal conflicts and forays
between the chiefdoms an' Letween villajes were, in
the final analysis, of little consequence and were
cunsidered normal accurences.ao Thus, contrary to
colonial writers, durin’ such conflicts no captives were

taken and loss of life was minimal.B1

79 Seec footnote 77 above.

80, Besides, a lot of the venrernce missions were
self=organised by the houscholds or sube=lineaces
concerned, The consent of the chief was not
necessarily sou:ht fo¥,

8l. None of the traditicns I collected could recollect
capturing up to 20 eaptives in 2 single encounter,
Laost of life was rarer still,
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A distinction between these quarrels and conflicts
must however be made, Wers usually occured between
territorially adjuzscent chiefdoms of different ethnic
groups, and it was only in this kind of conflict that
the concept of the “enemy" was applied.ag Here, there
was loss of lives anld captives were taken by each side.83
These wars lasted only for & Jlay or two althoush
reprisal attacks could be anticipated from the chiefiom
whihh had lost in the conflict, These were the "inter-
tribal wars"™ which the colonial aliministrators percelved
as racial and pgenetic attributes associated with
Plateau communities, Consequently, colonial administrators
wantonly accused the peoples of the Plateau of lawless-

8,

ness and hatred for authority, These wars had more

82. Amoni: some groups (tne_ﬂwaghavul and Angas complex)
the flesh of "an enemy" wos permitted to be treated
as & “war meal" not only in crder to embrave the
warriors but alsc tn show that such a caterory
of enemy dicd nct require mercy.

83, But the number involved was very few, Many of such
battles were decided without death casualities.

84. Fitzpatric, J.F.J. Some Notes on the Kwolla
District and its TrilLes" in Journal of iAfrican
History (Collectcd tapers on Nireria) Vol,

Wo. 7 pp. 19 - 20; Orr, C, The Making of Northern
Niﬁeria. London, 1965 p, 56 - 57.
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to do with issues of sovereignty and prestige than
with actual shortage of land even though they often
started as boundary disputes., For land on the Plateau
was plentiful for most ccmmunites.BS
The chiefdoms were also linked by trade, Thus, apart
from the internal exchanres of crafts and metal manu-
factures there was lon =distance trade wiich entailed
the exchange iron tools from the Plateau communities for

66 Colonial administrators

salt from Keana area,
commented on this flourishin,: trade, a situation which
would contradict the gencral insecurity of the regzion
they spoke of since it was hirhly unlikely that trade
would flourish in a situation ;f insecurity, Most of
the chiefdoms had their craftsyuh and smithers who
produced the requirements for the huuseholds as well
as agricultural tools, This sort of interrerional

and regicnal trade only supplemente! the main base of

the economy which was a;riculture,

85, Except parts of the Kulere, hill Anras, hill
Yergam, the Amo-Dassa~Miango axis (Jerewa), In
these areas, terracing was hirshly develope! in
response to land shortagze,

86, Lonu=distance trade within the context of the
Plateau reyion before 1900 means any market centre
attended outside ones own cultural group. Thus
trade between the chicfdoms was internal and
short-distant, lon-=listance trade entailed
protecticn and organisati.n which the traders provided
for themselves, Yeorwood, P. an! bsichei, (Eds)
Jos Ural History and Literature Texts. Vols I and

r -
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At this point, emphasis on the relative isolation87

of the Plateau region from the major cenires of trade

and trade routes of the Yest African savana must be mad;
for reasons which will become clear shortly., We have
noted that an embryonic ruling class existed among the
Plateau communities as the lineage chiefs, heads ot house-
holds and elders. They controlled the surplus and were the
chief beneficiaries at the feasts, festivals and ceremonies.
However, the absence of wider trade contacts meant that
their opportunity to use the surplus under their control
for the purchase of luxury goods and other items which
would enhance their prestige and political power was
-1imited., As a result the transition from the a>mmunal
mode to a feudal modc wrs very gradual, In other wnrds,
the relative isolation of this region from otner major
centres of culture and trade tended to enhance the
perpetuation of the communal mode for longer than might
have been necessary, Consequently, the consolidation

of the heads of the lineages and households as powerful
ruling classes in these societics did not materialise
prior to the 18th century, However, from about the 18th ¥

century, changes in the power and prestige of these heads

87. Adamu, M, The Hause iactor; notc the apparcnt
isolation of the Plateau region in the map linking
allsghe important centres of trade in West Africa,
P. .
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and elders of the communities occured resultins from
new areas of contact, namcly, the immipration of Hausa
traders =2nd Fulani herders and settlers into the region,

These new elements established taeir own centres
in various parts of the reyion and performed the rolé
of middlemen between the Plateau communities and outside
centres of commerce such as Xano, Zaria, B%nchi, Benue
valley and Borno,

It must be emphasised here that liausa and rulani
traders did not introduce the idea of centralised
political orpganisation inte the Plateau, For to say so
would be failing back c¢n a variant of the Hamitic
hypothesis which has lons been burried, Rather, the
point is that contact with these new elements opened the
recion to influences and cpportunities which the embryonic
ruling classes of the Plateau communities turned to their
advantayge to ccnsolidate their pesition in scociety.
Certainly, contacts cutside the repicn created avenues
to use the surplus, however small, by the heads of
households and lineapes to obtain prestipe and luxury

88

items Instead of consumin~ it in beer drinkia; and

feast makin; as they Jid hitherto., The chanice in

88, Such items inciude! kakaki (roysl trumpet);
rawani (turban); alkyabba (rcyal gsarment);
shoes and umbrelld wLIéH'the communal chiefs
now began to wear,
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prestige also enhanced a change in the power and authority
of these classes of elders and heads, For they were

now no longer only controllers and superintendents

of the household andlineaye surpluses but they took
unilateral decisions coricernin_ their households and
lincages thereby assumin~: political power, This develope
ment occcured jradually in most of the communities, The
Sokoto Jjihad however accelerated this process amon:

many of the Lowlan! communities, the so-called plain
ingas, Pyem and some of the "Southern Zaria“ groups.

Thus on the eve of the Sokoto jihad of the early
19th century a majority of Plateau communities had
taken on semi-feudal structures, The social and
economic status of the heals of households and linecages
became more powerful and, as expected, their political °
power alsoc, For they now constituted a rudimentary
ruling class within their res cctive communities
although their position was not very strong., In other
words, rudimentary class societies had emerged on the
Plateau,

Contact between the communities »f the regicn and
the Fulani an! Hausa traders an! herders in the 18th
ezntury alsc intrc-luced this rej:ion to the enilemic
slave raiding an! slave traling that ha! characterised
the activities of the surroun'ing regions, The hitherto

few war captives that were either interrated into the
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community, or, returne! to their homes after some period,
were now sold off to these ilausa anl Fulani traders who
tock them to centres like Bauchi, Zaria an! Kano, These
developments cuntinued an! increased in the 19th century,
One other ;esult cf this cuntact must be note.l,
This is the fact that the radual ptnutrati}é of ports
of the Pjateau by Hausa tralers an! Fulani herders
throushout the 19th ceﬁtury resulted in the establishment
of settler-communities of these ethnic groups in various
parts of the rep:ion.e9 Before- the Sokoto Jjihad, these.
Hausa settler-communities introduced certain kinds of
textile, iron, yrain (zuinca corn an? maiée) and cocoyam,
farments and rcgaliago inte the areas where they
settled, In return, they obtained other types of ;rains
(millet, acca), kalwa (locus bean seed), tosali (palena),

91

Jute, mats, livestock an'! slaves, It was in this

89, Adamu, M, op.cit. pp. 52 - 53,

90, Gowns = See footnate 86 above, iron = the
lambi light type imported as listinct from the
heavy indigenous ones juinea-corn - the red type
maize - the type popularly refered to as
Fulani maize
Cocoyam - Wali type,
For these an' others see Netting, K,Mc.C.
Qp.cit. pi. 53 - 113; Cpte Fonlkes, H,D,
angas Customs™ JOSPROF 1; 379/1910: NAK;
SNP, 9 1788/1922 “Tshendam District - Keassessment
Report" 1922 N/K,.

91. 4mes, C,G, ppecit. pp. 297 - 300,
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period that the sale of slaves to which reference has
already been made, became important in the trade sector
of the econnomies of the Flateau chiefdoms.gz The
exchange of other items of trade were carried on by adult
members of the communities but the sale of slaves was
undertaken by the "elders" on the instruction of the
comaunity chief, The proceeds of this exchange were
taken to the chief who in turn shared it with the head
of the partiQular household that had captured the slave,
The period also saw the development of a well
oreanised system of cattlz theft from the Fulani Kraals
which Dr, ﬁwogbcﬂ093 misinterpretéd as an indication
of systematic hostility meted out to Fulani immi; rants
into the Plateau by the inligenous peoples and chiefdoms,

Scme of the stolen cattle were slaugshtered for meat while

92, There were a few runii settlements in some places,
A runji is an exclusive slave scttlement, which
originate! as a slave rendezvous for onward
transportation to the bipg markets of Kano, Bauchi
etc, This should be distinpuished from the

andaye which were farm estates, in Hausaland,
worEeé by slaves, ! visite! the runji in Gindiri

chiefdom which, accsrdini' to some Informants,
was the bipggest in the whole province.

93. Awogbaide, M,0, W"iirration, Settlement and
Patterns of Socic-~Economic Or-anisation: A case
study from the Fulani of Jus, Ny;eria"
International Seminar on the Pastoralists of

can Savang, anmacdu Be
Zaria, lbth to 20th July, 1979,
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others were herde:d into the indigencus humpless muturu

o

breed of cattle,

The establishment of setiler-communities on the
Plateau had twe important effects on trade, Firstly,
it led to the recognition anl! estatblishment of their

settlements as permanent market centres which were

attended on re:ular weck-days.95 The catchment areas
of these market centres extended beyond the territorial
1imits of the host chicfloms and included all neih-

9% Secondly, it led to the establishe

boeuring chiefdoms,
ment of a uniform means of exchange = cowry shells,
cloth, iron bars and salt baﬁs.97 These market centres
came to be effective means of spreadin;” British currency

the pound sterling, (urin;; the colonial periu&.ga

9y, Fitzpatric, J.F.J, op.cit. pe 23. I have not been
able tc establish the ori-in of the muturu or its
domestication,

95, These market cenires were encouraged by the colonial
administration wnich deliberately founded new ones,
Most rural communities on the Flateau still operate
these regulated nmarket days althougsh some have
chanpecd, Weekdays are rememberedl by petty traders
in Plateau on the basis of markct days e.g. Friday -
Manju; Tuesday, Shendam and Daffo; Welnesday =
Mararaba etc,

96, These markets, some of which I attended, are well
attended, Manpgu market, for example, attracts
traders from Lagos, kanc, Zaria, Mai:lusuri,
Onitsha etc etc,

97. Fileldnotes, But alsc see, Izard, T,A, "Wase
District, Shendam Vivision - Reassessment Report
on by." SNP 9 520/1923,

98, Tukur, M,M, "The Imposition of British Colonial
Domination on the sokoto Caliphate, Borno and
Neighbourins States, 1897 - 191L: /i Reinterpretaticn
of the Conlonial Sources®™ rh.,D, Thesis Ahmadiu Bello

University, dar1¥-1979 Plie 7E§ - 701,
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At the social level, the dresses these Hausa
settlers wore, the focd which they ate, particularly,
kalaci, and the "zifts" which some of them male to their
host chiefs berun to chance the habits and outlowk of
some of their hests. Ip some of the settlements they
were numerically lar-e enourh to have their own Sarkin
Hausawa (chief of tne Heusaws) althoush such sarakuna
were approved and installel by the host community chiefs
to which they were suborJinated.gg The respect which
the settler communities gjave thelir sarki hal demonstra-
tion effects on the way in which their host communities
came to rerard their own chiefs, 1In this regard; it.
should be noted that the sokoto jihad sueceeded on the

Plateau precisely in those areas which hacd muéiim
100

communities prior to the jihad, Thus, some «f the
chiefdoms of Bouthern Zaria which came under Islamic
influences from Zaria and Nasarawa were soon coerced
by the Jjihadists into the Jemaa Emirate despite the

apparent instability which characterise. the existence

99, Examples of these were in Pianiya (Panyam),
Pankshin, Chika, Kombun and the Jemaa Fulani,

100, Adamu, M, op.cit. pp. 52 - 53.
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101

of that emirate, Similarly, the Burum, plain Yergam,

Namu, Kwanle and Kwalla had alsoc c.ome under islamic
influences from the Hausa settlements in these areas.102
In their own cases, they received inspiration from
Baucni, Kano and Muri emirates ~f the Sokots Caliphate.
Those chiefdoms which were taken by the jihalists
without prior centact with moslems were largzely locsted
in the adjascent plains of the Plateau massif; they
had Leen subjeccted to continous raids by the moslem
communities and overnmer.ts which surrouned them.103
Some of the chiefidoms which were defeated militarily,
but which were not interrated into the Caliphate,
initially paid tributes; but they soon stopped payment

whenever they felt stron; enough to withstand another

encounter.lou The bulk of the chiefdoms on the plateau

101, Pashi, M.I. "The Formation and Evolution of the
Pastoral Fulbe Community in Jemaa aArea C, 1800 -

1933.," B,A, Essay Departament of History, A.B,U,
Zaria. 1976 PDe H% - 55,

102, Ames, C,G, op,cit. pp. 30 - 31; 123; 136 - 138
and ﬁdamu, « OPaCits Ps 36, ) '

103, Zaria, Nassarawa, Myri an! Bauchi,

10,4, The continuing wars with Kabwir, Dawaki, Dass
Southern Zaria chief'ms. Even Kanam sub=-
Emirate rebelled after the death of Yakubu,
For the details of the rebellions, see;
Abubakar, A.Y, ope.cit. pp. 669 - 670,

e
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massif however remaine! relotively unaffected by the
military activities assccisted with the jihad, The
Mwahavul's (actually only the chiefdom of Pianiya -
Panyam) cdefeat of the jihadists in 1840 scemed to have
sealed all hopes of military venetration of these
chiefdoms.los Yet Hausa and islamic culture spread to
these chiefrloms peacefully thr u-h tre.e just as Fulani
herders continued to enter the reizion,

However, communitics wnich had fallen to the
Jjihadists became the main a,cents of trade, The intensi-
fication of these tralin/ activities ani the jihad led
to an increased number of Housa and ulani settlers in

the Plateau reqiun.lat

It shoulld be peinted out that
many of the Plateau communities Jid not perceive the .
Jihad as a comprehensive movement involving the whole
savana regiocn of which they only formedl a tiny portion,
For example, amon,: the ilwahavul, who retain the pride
of having repulsed the jihadists militarily, the

episode is sim:ly referred tu as the Bauchi attack.lo7

105, Ames, C,G. op,cit. p. 31,

106, More settlements were founded such zs Monguna
"A", Monguna %B%, inlle (Manyu Hausawa) Panyam,
Chika etc.

107, Fieldnotes - Past.r Davi? Lot; Gujihir Punshak
{do 1975); Yaktong Kopsam (o, 1980).
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-The political and¢ economic significance of the jihad
in the Plateau region therefore cannot be pereeived
merely in terms of the sctelite emirates which it
founded, nor in the rcorientation of some of these chief-
dems towards centres in Zeria, Baucni, Muri and Nesarawa
but in its assistance to breakines the apge-old relative
isolation of this whole rerion from centuries of
Tlourishing trans-Szharan tradin: system, The relative
isolaticn of the Plateau region from particivating in
this lonp-distance tradin-: system ha?d helped to keep
most of the communities at z predominantly communal
social formation for several centuries.

From the fore:;cin ., a number of observaticns can
be made in connecticn with the political cnnfinurgtioﬁ
of the communities of the Plateau on the eve of colonial
conquest and domination, Firstly, that the péaplin;
and formation of the peuple into linsuistico-cultural
and political groups ha! occure:!d centuwies before the
acdvent of the British., This process, as well as the
process of transforming these groups themselves, was
still goiny on when the British intervened, Secondly,
the communal mode of producticn was deminant., The widespread
nature of the communal mcde of production ave rise
to several:political daevelopments some of which had begun

to change radically only in the previous two hundred years,



In summary, the p.litical confipuratiocn an! develop=-
ment of the communities of the i¢lateau exhibited the follow-
ing features albeit in varying degkees. The first feature
was the absence of a sustaine!, consistent ani well
developed system of tribute payment or taxation until
the 19th century, but evun then, only a few communities
were involved, Secondly, there were communal chieis,
However, these chiefs (it not earn their living from
their office althou h they took "woluntary gifts®™ from
other members of the community, Inp many cases, they
were actually heads <f lincages; they helonged to
householils and had houschold farms oh which they themselves
ankl other members of the households worke}l. Different
varieties of corvee labour was employed to help on their
farms, There were no slave-worked farms typical of the
emirates, These chierfs and the heads of the households
constituted an embryonic rulins; class in formation,
Thirdly, these chiefdons were lineapge-based, numerous
and, politically, autonomous entities of identity,
Linguistic and cultural ("ethnic") groups constituted
a cultural entity or a “"field of communication" but not
necessarily political entities because an ethnic group
usually contained several chiefdoms, Fourthly, the
Sokoto jihad, which the Iritish terminated, was still

&ping on in some parts of the Plateau, Some of the
\



chiefdoms quickly transformed into feudal structures

as a result of direct subjus=tion to Bauchi, Zariza,
Nasarawa an! Muri as sub-emirates, In other communities
which were not conquere! Ly the jihadists, the chiefs
became more powerful in the process of orpganisin;: their
communities tc fight the Jjihadist, a process very
similar to the emergonce of tor agbande (Drum Chiers)

108 mnis stete

among the Tiv during the Chamba wars,
of affairs was still in prosress when the Hritish invaded,
occupied and began to rule the whole rerion,

Thus far, I have attempted a survey of the peopling
of the Plateau region -« its character and its nature;
the organisation of production; and conseqguently the
political superstructure which develcped in the Plateau
society. This has been necessary for it provides the
background for an understanding of the deformation of
these structures which colonial rule bLrought about,
It also helps to explain the nature and structure of
the widespread resistance spainst colonial conguest and
rule which characterise’ Sritish rule in thas Province

throurhd® its first thirty years, .nd most importantly,

108, Makar, T, "“A History of Pplitical Change among the
Tiv in the 15th and 20th Centuries" Ph,D, Thesis,
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Pe .
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it helps to explain the peculiar nature and character
of colcnial expleitation an’! rule on the Plateau which
accelerated class formation - the major focus of this

thesis,
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CHAPTER _TWO

THE BEGINNINGS OF A PLATEAY COLONIAL ELITE
102=1242.

INTHODUCTION

This chapter is necessarily prefaced by a discussion
of colonia%’ggnquest and the establisiment of a colonial
socigzy and rule on the Jps Plateau as distinct from the
existence of these communities as examined in chapter
one, 7The bulk of the chapter focuses cn the key
colonial institutions of domination and exploitation
which were crucial in tne formation of classes in the
colonial society of Plateau province, Three key
colonial institutions are thus identified and discussed;
namely, the Native Authority (N,#,); colonial education;
and the Christian missions and the Church.,

The first of these institutions, the Native
authority, was concerned with social control by
cencentrating on the maintenance of calonig;_&aw and
order through the use of local chiefs, cclonial police,
courts and prisons., It represented the colonial state
at the grassroot level, More importantly, the Native
Authority inevitably created a cclonial bureaucracy
and a working class in the process of providing services

which assisted colonial exploitation of the province,
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The other two related colonial institutions, namely,
colonial educaticn and the church were also concerned
with social control but moreso at the ideological level,
For the existence and activities of these institutions
in the Plateau province led to the development and
emergence of a proup of people who not only formed a
segment of the Native suthority workers, but who alsc
regarded colonialism as 2 positive and desirable
historical development by linking it to Christianity -
of course, capitalist Christianity - an ideological
tool of capitalist Europe,

It is argued in this chapter, therefore, that the
classes of people which these three colonial institutions
together produced eventually formed the most important
segment of the proto-ruling classes of the Plateau
province, For indeed, 2s the subsequent chapters
demonstrate, the politics of decolonisation in the
Plateau province emanated from this proto-ruling elite

of the early colonial period,






