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v. 

A B S T R A C T 

This thesis traces and analyses the historical 

processes of class formation in the Plateau province under 

colonial rule in an attempt to locate the genesis of the 

present ruling classes and the structure of current 

political attitudes and contestations in that region. We 

argue that three major colonial institutions, in addition 

to the colonial economy, were chiefly responsible for the 

distortion and deformation of the precolonial social 

classes as well as for the creation of new classes which, 

in due course, assumed positions of dominance in the 

politics of the Plateau colonial province. The thr 

institutions whith we identify and discuss are the native 

authority, colonial education and the christian missions 

and the churches which they founded. We demonstrate that 

these were amongst others, institutions concerned with the 

establishment of colonial social order and control but 

were also crucial in servising colonial economic exploi­

tation,a process which further intensified the formation 

of classes in the province. We thus show that in its 

selective use of African agents to serve on 

institutions of social control and economic exploitation 

in the new social order which it established, coloni 

capitalism groomed a crop of Nigerians which over the 

period of colonial tutelage, developed into petty beurgois 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































- leo -

The years between 1951 and 1959 were very decisive 

years for the Northern U ; n. For it was then that 

struggles and debates c< acerning the continuation I 

Ion as one unit or two units w< i c< ncluded. In 

process of the tes over this issue the- inconsistency, 

ambivalence, and lack of commitment of most of the elJ 

of the Lower North provinces to the cause of Christia­

nity and the 'liberal,; i' their , usa -

Fulani domination which the Middle Belt represented was 

sod. This was clearly manifest' in the elect 

performances of the UM3C as wi I s in theen emic in-

within its 1 i ranks whic i t< 

splits, explulsions nter expulsions of i its 

I ders - a situabion :ssi n 

interpreted as indicative lack if "very settled 

convictions on thepart of the UMBC itsi If. 

Thus between 1951 " '9, bl re were ir 

elections. Two of those elections, 1951 and 1956, were 

for the election of representatives t: the North rn 

i: >use of Assembly in Kaduna, while the other two, in IS 

and 1959, wer ! or the elecT,i< n • senti I Lv o t the 

Federal House of Repres in Laj s. On the Plateau, 

burning issue which the politician in these 

elections woo the protection of non M>sl< : 

50. Rpport of the Commission... July 1958 : . 72* 

rumours naturally went round that Pastor L t 

51. This is the singl* is runs thr i ;h 
histories of b md th C. rj • tw ; 
represented dif res ns< the 
"fear of dominati a." On this, all autl 
Northern n 'gional • ' the Mi : bi< s 
Commission or. or . 
real or imagj [, is 

it her matter, 

5>2. Patrick Dokotri; Intervi« 3rd December ] 
Bukuru. It woul r that i L< t 
Dokotri had th r their actJ n • two 
of the influential Chiefs in th ' >ne 

~ those were, the Chi s, Rw; and 
the Chief of Ka ro, Llam Gwamna .Vwan. 


























































































