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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this work is to examine the sources of bank finance
available to business enterprises: and the problems encountered in
obtaining them. It will also attempt to look at the problems militating
against the perfonnance of banks in the provision of such finance. A case
study of African International Bank Limited will be made to buttress the
position.

The study looks at the development of commercia banks ,their
development in Nigeria and the types of credit facilities they offer. The
study also sought probe into commercia lending & effectiveness of
lending practices of African internal ona bank Ltd. in carrying out the
above. The primary sources of data consist of information derived from
the banks officids and interviews with some customers while the
secondary sources include the bank's annua reports and review of
relevant literature: Annual reports aid statement of accounts of central
bank of Nigeria and the Nigerian deposit insurance corporation.

The study reveals a great smilarity in the various lending practices and
constraints faced by commercial banks. While there has been growth in
levels of credit, the maturity distribution, security pattern & repayment
methods have been unsuitable. A few large establishments have
monopolized credits making it difficult for the vast mgority of small-
scale industries to secure access. The emphasis on provision of security
has aso tended to limit credit to that group.

Nigerian commercial banks have been inefficient in mobilization of
personal savings thus limiting their credit lending abilities whilst their

marketing efforts were found to be largely limited to image enhancing



advertisements rather than innovative product and service development
geared toward the attraction of deposits.

The prohibitive cost of borrowing has discouraged same and
consequently depressed investment in the productive sectors.

Borrowers were often found to withhold relevant and reliable information
thus complicating assessment and escalating the banks risks.

Suggestions proffered from this work include;

Reorientation and retraining of bank personnel in techniques adapted
toward the country's development needs.

Delegation of processing and accessing authority to bank branches in
order to increase their discretion towards customer's credit requests.
Government should assist banks by establishing rediscounting /
refinancing facilities on the commercial banks' loans as a cushion for
mismatching of deposits and loans maturities while also providing a
policy on technical support for the entrepreneur.

Formation of cooperative societies will assist in generating credit to
members while bodies like manufacturers association of Nigeria should
be encouraged to develop banks for assisting their members.

Low bank density could also be resolved where the central bank promotes
the development of community banks and encourage the establishment of
bank branches after borrowers must have demonstrated their managerial
competence to successfully execute their projects.

Further study is necessary in the future to assess and examine
developments in the banking system; the effects of bank performance and

the way forward particularly considering the dynamism of the system.
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1.0

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Business firms bring together ecconomic factors of
production in order to produce economic goods and services
to satisfy people's needs. To achieve this, such firms must

have funds.

All kinds of business activities directly or indirectly involve
the acquisition and use of money. Thus any business
manager is interested in the subject of finance because
among most crucial decisions of any business are those that
relate to finance. The raising of funds and using them to
create production and generate returns to the suppliers of

such funds are called the finance functions of the firm.

Funds adequacy constitutes the lifeblood of any business.
Hence, a carefully identified and excellently promoted
business can be strangulated by inadequacy of funds to keep

it breathing for its growth.

Finding sources to provide an adequate supply of funds is a
prime concern to management of both large and small

business firms. Most business firms continuously face the



problem of raising funds and rationing it among its various
uses. In fact, the success of a firm's operation often
depends on how effectively the firm performs its functions
of acquisition and distribution of money. The business
manager must decide when, where and how to acquire funds

to meet the firms investment needs.

A business enterprise can raise funds through its own
earnings, equity funds or borrowed funds. The sources of
funds can be classified intoe two broad categories,
institutional and non-institutional sources. Institutional
sources include those provided by institutions, that act as
financial intermediaries such as banks, insurance companies,
investment companies, provident funds; pension funds among

others.

Non-institutional sources include funds generated from the
owners that are the traditional sources of capital; frade

credits, accruals and retained earnings among others.

A great number of firms are started as proprietorships
owned by one person or as fam ly businesses. Alternatively,

there may be a partnership of few individuals who come
2



together to launch the enterprise. The advantage of the
latter is that the individuals can pool their resources where
as individual might find that he lacks the maximum amount

necessary to get started on sound financial basis.

An individual or family business may start of the basis of
the proprietors own accumulatec savings earned by him
elsewhere which will form the capital base of the business.
However, in a much bigger firm, particularly the limited
company, capital acquisition is easier through the issue of

shares and retained earnings.
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Be that as it may, the funds'so generated will then most

likely be supplemented by bank facilities. The businessman
cannot however borrow as much as he likes at the market
rate of interest. The bank will be concerned with the risk
of non-repayment due either to the failure of the concern
or deliberate default by the borrower. Normally, a
maximum amount is fixed based on the estimated reliability
of the customer. The level of this maximum will vary
according to the bank's knowledge of the customer and of

the risks of the venture.



Since this knowledge will generally be limited, the amount of
facility offered will tend to correspond roughly with the
value of the firms existing assets since these provide the
collateral for the facility. The greater the value of these
assets, that is the net worth of the firm, the greater the
chances of the bank being repaid in the event of

bankruptcy.

While bank facilities may be crucial to the entrepreneur,
particularly in the early stages of expansions, they will not
form a large part of the total capital employed in the
enterprise. On the other hand, the practice is for banks to
allow borrowing more or less within the range of the fixed
maximum allowable. This flexibility means that most bank
facilities being sought by businesses are more important as
sources of short-term finance; acting as a cushion of

liquidity.

However, of greater significance is the generally
acknowledged inadequacy of financial resources in the
developing countries, more so in Nigeria as characterized by

low level of income and by disparities in both distribution of
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meager income as well as wide variations in the saving
propensity at different levels oi WY | Brar LeRARY |

Relief is provided by the activities of the financial

institutions by mobilizing financial resources from the
surplus sectors of the economy and in channeling the funds
so mobilized to the deficit sectors of the economy. The
role of financial institutions is the development of facilities
and financial instruments, which makes the performance of

mobilizing and distribution of resources possible.

Evidently, it follows that banks have vital roles fo play by
making their vast financial resources available for financing
and promoting business firms. Commercial banks as integral
part of the financial system have played a major role in

capital formation and finance of the business sector.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The main purpose of this research work is to examine and
elaborate the major sources of bank finance available to
business enterprises and the problem encountered in
obtaining them. The generality of the people are of the

opinion that businesses in Nigeria do not receive adequate

5



1.2

financial assistance from financial institutions especially

commercial banks.

This study will therefore analyze and explain how business
enterprises in Nigeria have been financed by commercial
banks and the problems, which militate against the

performance of the banks in the provision of such finance.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The fundamental objectives of the study are enumerated as

follows:

(i)  The study will discuss in a broader perspective various
finance facilities made available by the commercial
banks.

(i) The study will attempt to determine how business
enterprise can benefit from such services, what are
the requisite conditions to be fulfilled and to what
customers' group are the various funding facilities
available.

(iii) The study will take an analytical review of how
effective and efficient commercial banks have been
performing their finance function, identify the

problems associated with the administration and
6



marketing of these services and problems militating
against maximum utilization by the business customers.
(iv) Additionally, the study will seek to identify strategies
for resolving the problems in (iii) above, bringing into
light areas of performance that need improvement and

the modalities of doing same.

ijASi—.'J M IBRAHIM LIBRAK Y
1.3 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY™ ™= — i

The study will be of great use to business managers of both
private and corporate organizations whose knowledge of the
diverse finance functions of commercial banks and how to
utilize it is limited. Similarly, it will be of immeasurable
value to management; credit and other officers of banks

associated with credit administration.

The findings will provide useful information and will be of
academic interest to students of banking and finance;
accounting; economics; management sciences and other
related disciplines and institutions of learning in

furtherance of academic pursuit.

The focal point will be to make an analysis of the existing

lending practices of Nigerian commercial banks in aggregate.
3



1.4 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

1.9

A number of factors have limited the scope and depth of

this research. Some of the limitations include:

In obtaining data relating to the aggregate bank
performance, only those data reported in the CBN
Annual Reports and Economic and Financial Review
were readily available.

Data made available by African International Bank
Limited has mostly been restricted to those extracted
from the Annual Reports of the Bank for the period
1991-1997.

Wide spread as well as fime constraint has not
permitted the researcher to visit the entire branches
of the bank.

The duty of secrecy and confidentiality has limited
the provision of specific examples and instances of the

bank's customers access to available credit lines.

ORGANISATION OF STUDY

Financial institutions comprising among others commercial

banks are so much relevant in the area of capital formation

8



because they make funds available for investments and
personal uses. African International Bank Limited is one of
such institutions that provide loans; overdrafts; advances

and other types of facilities to its customers.

The first chapter is an introduction to the study and
highlights its importance.

The second chapter deals with review of literature. Most
of the reviews are from textbooks; papers; journals efc.
This highlights the functions of commercial banks, types of
facilities available to banks customers, the development and
credit administration in Nigerian commercial banks among

other things.

The third chapter contains the research methodology
highlighting the research design and data collection

methods.

Chapter four will provide the analysis of the data
highlighting performance measures and allocation of credit

to various categories of borrowers.



1.6

The final chapter will consist of summary, conclusion and

recommendations.

DEFINITION OF TERMS:
Business: The organized effort by individuals or a
corporate entity to produce gocds and services and to reap

reward for their effort.

Branch Banking System: This refers o the
characteristic of having a few large banks with a wide
network of closely linked branches extending through ouf

the country.

Capital Formation: The process of adding to economy's

productive capacity.

Collateral:Property made available to the lender by the
borrower should the latter default on his contract

obligation of payment.

Credit Guidelines:  This is the broad outline of regulatory

framework and monetary policies established and imposed

10
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by the Central Bank of Nigeria in a specific fiscal yearzfor *'*
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compliance by banks and other financial institutions. et

Demand Deposits: These are funds made available by
depositors fo banks but are also funds available to the same
depositors on demand. It is considered a part of the total
money supply.

B “"Q
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Default Risk: The risk that a borrower will not pay

interest and principal as agreed on debts.

Financial Intermediation: Process of mobilizing savings
from the surplus units and channeling such a way as to bring

about a productive utilization of idle funds.

Liquidity Preference:The preference for holding more

liquid assets rather than illiquid assets.

Loans Maturity: The date on which a debt obligation

becomes due. e -
ecomes L~ Mﬁﬁm
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CHAPTER 2

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1

We shall in this chapter enquire into the important aspect
of commercial banks lending taking a look at the wide range
of services offered. An understanding of the various types
of lending facilities of these institutions is necessary fo the
extent that one will be able to say whether or not they have

been efficient in terms of the functions defined.

As a prelude to this; the functions of commercial banks as
well as their development in Nigeria will be highlighted. In
the end, a study of the background of African International

Bank will be presented.

The following classifications will be used in the course of

the review.

FUNCTIONS OF COMMERCIAL BANKS

Commercial Banks could be described as financial
institutions licensed to undertake retail-banking services
through a network of branches. They usually operate with a

broad deposit base consisting mainly of demand and time
12
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deposits. The activities of these banks are regulated by

the Banking Ordinances of 1952 and 1958 and by the
Banking Act of 1969,

In line with the Enterprises Promotion Act of 1977, the
Federal Government acquired majority (60%) equity holding

in all erstwhile expatriate commercial banks in Nigeria.

Commercial banks perform a number of functions, which are

enumerated and discussed thus:

Banking Services:  Commercial Eanks operate three types
of fransactional accounts namely: current, savings and time

deposit accounts for their personal or corporate customers.

These accounts give rise to a variety of banking relationship
including lending, payment, transfer of funds etc. Banks
provide funds through loans and advances; overdrafts and
other forms of credit for production and consumption
needs. The banks provide a system that effects the
settlement of their customer's financial transactions with
third parties. The banks clearing system provides an

efficient avenue for clearing custemers debt obligations
13



(if)

with third parties without resort to the movement of

physical cash.

Economic Functions: Banks are expected to conform to
avowed national objectives and identify fully with the
aspiration of the Nigerian nation by participating in the
financing of economic programmes of national priority. The
sectoral allocation of credit enables banks to grant more
credit to the high priority sectors of the national economy.
They also assist in the formulation of monetary policy and
serve as channels through which those policies are

implemented.

In addition; commercial banks are expected to actively
facilitate the transformation of the rural environment by
promoting the rapid expansion of banking facilities and
services in rural communities thereby encouraging banking

habits among rural dwellers.

Most importantly, commercial banks are expected to serve
as vehicles for the creation of credit in the form of loans

and advances for small-scale farmers and entrepreneurs.

14



(iii) Business Advisory Services: This kind of service is to

(iv)

(v)

assist the corporate clients of commercial banks in
developing viable business projects by providing advice in
many areas of business operations. These areas include
capital management and methods of keeping property

business accounts for new enterprises.

' KASHIM |BRAHIM LIBRARY]

Insurance Services: Some commercial banks apart from
managing their own insurance through subsidiaries
established for such purpose, also offer professional advice
to their corporate clients on nsurance matters particularly

in the area of international trade.

Foreign Exchange Functions: As Authorized Dealers
commercial banks provide o« range of foreign exchange
services including providing information and advice on
current foreign exchange regulation and procedures
including documentation to facilitate foreign travel through
the provision of travelers cheques and other money
transmission and International trade settlement

instruments such as letter of credit and Bills for collection.

15



(vi)

(vii)

2.2

Agency Functions: A number of circumstances occur
when banks act as agents for their customers. For example
banks establish subsidiary companies to act as executors
and frustees of wills. In such capacities, they help to
administer their deceased clients estates including

businesses.

Stock Broking Services: Some commercial banks have set
up subsidiary companies to act as Registrars to companies
as well as their own institutions. As dealing members of the
Nigeria Stock Exchange, banks sponsor companies seeking
quotations on the stock exchange, buy and sell securities on
behalf of their clients and help to market quoted securities

in the capital market.

DEVELOPMENT OF COMMERCIAL BANKING IN

NIGERIA

The origin of the Nigerian Banking System dates back to
the colonial period. The activities of the extraterritorial
merchants in the former West African colonies and the
establishment of settled territorial governments created
the need for locally based finoncial institutions. For many

years, cash payments had been replacing the old barter
16



system and the British Silver Currency was increasingly
used in trading transactions. There was therefore the need
for an institution that would take over the importation of

those coins, distribute them and absorb any surplus.

In 1891, the Chairman of the Elder Dempster and Company,
the shipping firm that ran the regular steamship service
between Liverpool and the West African Coast approached
the African Banking Corporction based in South Africa to
open a Branch in Lagos. The Branch was opened in January
1892 but within a year, Lagos was hit by Dempster and
Company, took it over in March 1893 and ran it as a private
bank until December 1893 when a new public company was
registered in England under the title of Bank of West
Africa with an authorized share capital of Sterling Pound
100,000 of which Sterling Pound 30,000 was paid up. The
new bank opened its first branch in Lagos in January 1894.

In 1899, some foreign trading firms in Eastern Nigeria
under the leadership of the Royal Niger Company set up a
bank of their own called the Bank of Nigeria. For 13 years,
this bank competed with the Bank of British West Africa

Limited before the latter absorbed it. As a result of this
17



merger, The Bank of West A<rica Limited became the only
banking institution in Nigeria, and with the establishment of
the West African Currency Board in 1912, it was made the
sole agent of the currency Board for the custody and

distribution of currency.

In 1916, the colonial bank, which hitherto had operated only
in West Indies, opened a Branch in Lagos and within four
years had fifteen branches in West Africa. In 1925, it was
taken over by Barclays Bank to form together with the
Anglo Egyptian Bank and the National Bank of South Africa,
the new Barclays Bank Dominion, Colonial and Overseas (DC

&0).

Indigenous merchant quite early that the existing banks
could not meet their needs and accordingly between 1928
and 1952, 25 indigenous Banks were established. The last of
these indigenous Banks established by the local merchant
class, to assist them get financial assistance required to
promote their trade, was the Industrial Bank in 1930. The
establishment of Nigeria Mercantile Bank opened in 1931
followed this but which a'so went into voluntary liquidation

in 1936.
18



The third indigenous banking venture - the National Bank
Ltd, incorporated in 1931 has existed till the early nineties
when it became distressed. The establishment of African
Continental Bank only to become distressed similarly

followed it.

L»msm M IBRAHIM LIBRARY
It is quite evident that heﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂmJeurly

indigenous banks were inexperienced in banking, accounting

or management, The banks themselves had poor capital base.
The failure of many of these banks between 1945 and 1952
created sufficient anxiety for the colonial Government that
finally in 1952, Mr. G. D. Paton was sent down from London
to inquire into the operation of the Nigeria Banking System.
His report led to the first legislation, the Banking ordinance
1952, aimed at regulating the business of Banking in Nigeria.
That ordinance like its successor in 1958 embodied
important features for the regulation of the banking
industry such as systems of licensing, minimum
capitalization; liquidity ratio; maintenance of Reserves and

Bank Supervision.

19



To the indigenous banks that have operated so far without
strict control, the package of requirement expected of
them under the 1952 ordinance was most unexpected and in
their circumstances, unattainable. By the time the provision
of the ordinance began to take effect in 1954, 21 of the 25
indigenous banks had collapsed and the expatriate banking
secfor tightened its grips on the banking industry in

Nigeria.

The determination to localize the control of credit and fo
ensure the safety and soundness of the banking system
inspired the establishment of the Central Bank of Nigeria in
1958 wholly owned by the Federal Government, to perform
traditional central banking functions and serve as the
pivotal national financial institution. Mr. 6. D. Paton became
the first Governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria. The
Central Bank was superimposed on the existing financial
institutions to direct the banking industry towards the

achievement of defined national objectives.

The establishment of the CBN offered the indigenous banks
the opportunity of operating under a set of well-defined

body of regulations geared towards their safety and the
20



protection of depositors. Expatriate banks, on the other
hand, were being constantly required to adapt their
operations to local needs and seek out and use local
investment outlets for their resources. However, these
banks were in law merely overseas branches of their
metropolitan parent companies They fulfilled their
responsibilities fo their Headquarters by operating within
the targets set worldwide for a/l overseas branches. In
order to bring the banks within the ambit of the Nigerian
law, the companies decree of 1968 was enacted which
obliged all companies operating in Nigeria to register as

Nigerian companies under the Nigerian company law.

In order fo provide banking to a wider sector of the
population and fo provide banking facilities to the rural
areas, many of the new states created in 1967 established
their own banks. The consideration inspired the creation of |
the New Nigeria Bank Limited, the Pan Africa Bank Limited
and the Mercantile Bank of Nigeria Limited. They developed
along side the existing state owned banks, the National Bank
of Nigeria, the African confinental Bank and Bank of the
North Limited, which was established in 1959. With the

exception of the latter, all the others are now classified a;



distressed and have been taken over by the Nigeria Deposit

Insurance Corporation (NDIC).

With the end of the Civil war in 1970 and the rapid
magnetization of oil resources, the revenue of the Federal

government grew by leaps and bounds making government a

net creditor to the banking system _
LKASHi M IBRAHIM LIBRAR 1
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At the same time the Government identified its priorities
viz agriculture, small and medium scale industries, housing,
rural development efc. These sectors were however
remained starved of funds needed and this evidently tended
to suggest that the banking system was not responding

sufficiently to the development needs of the country.

Accordingly in 1973, the Federa! Government announced its
decision to intervene more directly in commercial banking
activities by acquiring 40% of the equity capital of the
three largest expatriate banks: Barclays Bank of Nigeria
Limited, Standard Bank of Nigeria Limited and the United
Bank for Africa Limited. In his broadcast of the 1973/74
Budget, the Head of the Federal Military Government

declared the objective of the Governments participation in
22



commercial banking as follows: “The aim of this participation
is for the Government fo get intimately involved in
commercial banking activities so as to guide them to operate
to the maximum benefit of the economy. This is as much in

their interest as it is the interest of the country”.

Furthermore, in 1977, following the reclassification of
Banking as a schedule II business in the Nigerian
Enterprises promotion Decree 77, the Federal Government
acquired additional 20% in the said three banks and 60%

share holding in the remaining eight foreign banks.

In order fo ensure that banks operate in sympathy with the
national development aspirations, the Federal Government
accepted the recommendation of the Okigbo commission on
the financial system to define the objectives of the banking

sysfem in the following terms.

a) To facilitate effective management of the national
economy.

b)  To provide non-inflationary support for the economy.
c) To achieve greater mobilization of saving and if's

efficient and effective channeling.
23



d) To ensure that no viable project is frustrated simply
for lack of funds.

e) To insulate the economy as much as possible from the
vicissitudes of the internctional economic sense.

f)  Toassist in achieving significant transformation of the
rural sector.

g) To assist in achieving greater integration and linkages

in agriculture, industry and commerce. _
CASHIM IBRAHIM LIBRART )
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The summary effect of the Federal Government
intervention in commercial and merchant banking in 1977
was that virtually all the banks operating in Nigeria then
became controlled by either the states or Federal
Government. Thus in one fel swoop, the Nigeria banking
industry changed hands from private ownership to being

essentially a functional extension of the civil service.

However, with the deregulction policy of banks in the
seventies and eighties and the introduction of the
Structural Adjustment Programme in 1986, with economic
deregulation as one of ifs cardinal objectives; measures

introduced into the banking system include over that period:

24



i.  Relaxation in the licensing of new banks;

ii.  Introduction of Domiciliary Accounts in Nigeria;

iii.  Introduction of Interbank Foreign Exchange Market;

iv.  Withdrawal of public sectors fund to the CBN

V. Deregulation of interest rate structure;

vi.  Promulgation of the new Central Bank of Nigeria and
banking Decrees No. 24 and 25 of 1992;

vii. Privatization of commercial banks in which the

Government has share holding.

The general objectives are the great economic efficiency
and better resources allocation through less government
intervention.

Perhaps the most profound and visible manifestation of
banking deregulation in Nigeria was the relaxation in entry
controls during the period 1986-90. The period witnessed
the phenomenal increase in the number of licensed banks
from 43 in 1986 to well over 120 in 1990. The new entrants
like their ancestors in the fifties and seventies were mostly
traders who perceived the link between their trading

activities and ownership of banks.

25



With maximal overheads and high volume transactions, many
of the new banks began to declare huge profits, which in
turn attracted new entrants by demonstration effect. This
rapid increase in the number of banks has greatfly watered
down service standards and increased depositor risks. Many
of the banks hardly undertake beyond financing trade and

round tripping scare foreign exchange resources.

The promulgation of the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN)
Decree No. 24 and the Banks and Other Financial
Institutions (BOFI) Decree No. 25 in 1991 was an important
milestone in the deregulation of the finance industry and
was also the most significant banking legislative
development since independence. The two decrees vested
vast powers of the Central Bank for the control and

supervision of the Banking finance industry.

Prior fo the promulgation of the decrees, one of the
problems plaguing the Nigeria financial system was the lack
of adequate legal framework for effective regulation and
supervision of the banking system. The repealed CBN act
1958 and the 1969 Banking Act were not only inadequate but

were ridiculed with ambiguities.
26



2.3

The BOFI Decree in particular vests the Central Bank with
the powers to deal with any ailing bank and failed bank.
Furthermore, with the approval of the president, the
Central Bank can assume confrol and management of a
failing bank for nominal value for the purpose of
restructuring it or liquidating it. This further enhanced the
mechanism for resolving banks in the system thus
complementing the provisions of the NDIC Decree No. 22 of
1988.

In the light of the foregoing, a number of banks were
affected and have been liquidated thereby bringing more
sanity to the industry while the existing ones have remained

under scrutiny to date fo defermine their healthiness.

AVAILABLE TYPES OF CREDIT FACILITIES OFFERED
BY NIGERIAN COMMERCIAL BANKS
One of the traditional areas of activity of the banking

industry is that of credit provision fo its customers.

Commercial banks offer funding facilities for long-term
projects and overdrafts to cope with working capital needs

that may arise therein.
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2.3.1

Their loans and advances are for short medium and long-
term borrowers. Their sound financial examinations help to
ensure that customers' projects are more viable and
profitable. They act as a double check against the like hood

of project failure

In a broader sense, credit is based on the confidence in a
debtor's ability to make a money payment at some future
time. Its existence involves a lender, who extends credit

and a borrower, to whom the credit is extended.

The reason for credit is found in the need or desire of
individuals and business firms fo obtain economic goods
ahead of their ability or desire to pay for them.

Credit facilities include the following, which are discussed

briefly:

l KASHIM IBRAHIM LIBRARY l

OVREDRAFT
This is the most widely used type of short-term finance for
the augmentation of the working capital needs of
businesses. It is a facility to draw cheques without notice,

and without funds up fo a prearranged limit. It is legally
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repayable on demand and generally renewable on annual
basis or sometimes less depending on the arrangement,
subject to justifiable need for the overdraft; credit
worthiness of the borrower and other factors. It is
pertinent to note that overdraft is granted subject to a

customer operating a current account.

2.3.2LOAN
A loan is usually granted fo assist a customer to meet non-
recurring item of expenditure. It is usually granted to
finance a specific need such as construction or finance of
any asset or something of that nature. A loan is usually paid

in agreed installment until its liquidation.

Loans may be short-term, medium term or long term and are
repaid within ane year, over one year but less than five
years and over five years respectively.

Short-term loans are mainly granted to meet working capital
requirements of the enterprise, while medium term loan is
required to fund hardcore overdrafts in a restructuring of
facilities arrangement. Long-term loans are associated with
large capital-intensive projects. It is usually used to finance

the acquisition fixed assets of longer life span.
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2.3.3 CORPORATE FINANCE
Corporate finance refers to all those fund financial
activities that are required to put a firm on a sound
financial position. It is difficult to state the limit of
corporate finance since the array of advice and assistance

that can be rendered are many and vary.

The primary objective of corporate finance is the provision
of financial assistance as well as ensuring effective
management and utilization of funds made available. The

following are example of corporate finance available:

2.3.3.1  PROJECT FINANCING
This is also known as project loan. It embraces the various
methods that banks often use to finance the construction
of new projects or ventures on a basis whereby repayment
is anticipated from the revenue stream generated by the

project.

In addition to arranging for finance, commercial banks also
assist in assessing the intrinsic economics of the project to

determine if the project is feasible under project financing
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method. The bank will on the basis of such assessment
structure the project to achieve a feasible frade off
between its acceptable risk exposure and resource
commitment against the requirement of the lender for
limited financing. Project finance requires a proper
understanding, careful supervision and follow up of the
project normally backed up by advisory services. The
analysis of a project finance loan proposal involves a
decision based on the review of a projection or forecast

rather than of historical earnings or data.

Some of the common characteristics of project financing

situations are: . KASHIM | s’jr\A;'i;hM LIBRAR IJ

a). The financing of a new project or start up operation or
major expansion as an independent economic unit.

b). The borrower represents the project itself with the
source of repayment oeing the projects own cash flow.

c). The venture are normally very large, complicated at
times by government involvement, and a desire for off

balance sheet credit arrangements.
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2.3.3.2 LOAN SYNDICATION
Many at time; the size of loan required is too large so much
so that one bank may be unable or unwilling to provide the

entire requirement.

A consortium of banks through what is called loan
syndication may thus provide such a loan. Usually a decision
is tfaken in order to spread the risk between the

consortiums.

When large-scale projects are undertaken, borrowing
requirement very often invariably exceed lending limits of a
single bank. Loan syndication thus provides the required

sources of finance.

2.3.3.3 EQUIPMENT LEASING
Leasing is a method of financing which enables a company to
rent industrial equipment instead of buying it outright. It is
a contract between a lessor (owner) and a lessee (user) for
the hire of a specified asset selected from a manufacturer

vendor of such asset by the lessees in which the lessee has
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possession and the use of the asset on the payment of

specified rent over a period of fime. LhW‘
The most important distinguishing feature of leasing as a
source of finance for capital investment is the separation of
ownership on one hand and possession and use on the other.
Leasing is suitable for large and costly assets such as

aircrafts. computers or major piant and equipment.

Under the arrangement, no capital outlay is invoived and
requires no cash deposit or down payment. The only
disbursement required is the fee payable to the bank that
undertakes the lease. The thrust of this most flexible form
of finance hinges in affording the user access to a capital

{76968 |

asset without necessarily owning it.

2.3.4 CONTINGENT FACILITIES
These are non-cash facilities of a contingent nature usually

given at the request of the customers to facilitate their

e,

operation. A7 1B
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When a contingent facility is granted, the baﬁk\'ﬁsﬁlmes

prime-liability and if called upon, honours its obligaffan-by""'
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paying up. It must do so irrespective of whether the
customer has fund or not. Obviously, the liability may seen
To involve no real commitment of fund except the customer
to whom the facility is granted fails to honour his side of
the agreement. The bank assumes a likely liability as soon as
contingent liability is accepted by it. The liability is only
relieved if the customer satisfies the requirement under
the agreement. The bank normally ensures that the facility
is covered in full by cash security or any other security
except where the customers' integrity is undoubted for the

value of the transaction is called upon to do.

Contingent facilities come in form of bonds and guarantees,
which banks give on behalf of customers involved in capital
projects. This enables the customer to avoid or post pone an

actual outlay of cash.

2.3.5 INTERNATIONAL TRADE FINANCE SERVICES
Bank credit is usually extenced tfo international trade
finance in a variety of ways including export financing,

discounting drafts and advances and letters of credit.
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The primary purpose of international banking is to facilitate
international financing and commercial transaction. The *
following are examples of international trade finance

services provided.

2.3.5.1 EXPORT FINANCING
Banks usually assess the requirements of exporters based
on peculiarities and design a suitable mode of financing. For
instance, pre shipment finance could be made available in
the form of procurement finance i.e. purchase of goods for

exports, working capital and production.

iEProduc’rion_finance is pravided or the producﬁdn'of goads .
with the export market in view. On the other hand post =
shipment finance bridges .possible cash shortage in the
period between shipment and receipt of e'xpor'r proceeds.
Such funds could be used for stock acquisition to ensure

continuity in the export business.

2.3.5.2 DISCOUNTING DRAFT AND ADVANCES |
The sale of goods by a Nigerian exporter usually givéé rise
to a foreign bill. A bill of exchange is drawn and sent to the

foreign buyer for acceptance. A time or insurance draft



drawn by a seller on the buyer and accepted by such buyer
is called a frade acceptance. Banks usually purchase, at a
discount, trade acceptance from the payee thereby
financing a company's receivables.

The discounting bill is similar to working an advance upon

the security of the bills.

‘:-»«’ahm |BRAHIM LIBRARY
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Letter of credit is a mode of paythent in international trade

for import and export transactions. The bank undertakes,
on behalf of the customer to pay a specified amount, if-
certain conditions stipulated in its terms are met. This is a
letter granting credit to some other person. The issuer of
such a letter undertakes therein to answer to the addresses
for the obligation of the person who made the request for

the letter to be issued.

An exporter who is a beneficiary of a letter of credit can
use the reputation of that bank that issued the instrument
fo obtain payments whilst the goods are in transit. He may
also obtain immediate payment for issuance letter of credit
by granting a bank in his county to negotiate the shipping

documents.
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2.4 FINANCING CRITERIA
In order to make sound lending there is no doubt that it is
necessary to have a wide experience of business and the
ability fo judge peoples character and financial acumen
accurately. While some people rarely make lending, most
others need to adopt a logical approach when considering
requests for facilities to ensure that the correct decision is
reached. The fraditional approach to bank lending suggests
that the "CANONS OF LENDING" should be considered
before facilities are granted. The cannons are discussed

thus:

2.4.1 AMOUNT REQUIRED
It is important to determine fairly accurately how much
finance is required. A cash budget and estimate of cash
receipts and disbursement during a specific period in the
future will be required. For companies and partnership,
financial statements must be submitted covering a specific
period. This will enable the bank to build up a picture of the
business, and in this way the capital resources of the

business will be determined. The bank will also evaluate the
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adequacy of the amount required. The customer's
contribution fo the project is very important. The
contribution made must be reasonable, as this will
determine the level of commitment towards the project.
The higher the contribution to the investment the greater

will be the determination to succeed and make profits.

2.42PURPOSE OF THE FACILITY
The purpose of borrowing must be definite. What the
business intends to use the facility for will determine the
type and structure of the loan. Money to be used for
inventory purchase will require quick repayment than money
required for buying fixed assets. There are some ventures
which banks will never agree to finance such as gambling,

betting etc.

2.4.3 REPAYMENT ARRANGEMENT
Before agreeing to a facility, it is importance tfo be
satisfied that full repayment is possible within a reasonable
period of time. Overdrafts usually granted for trading
purposes should be fluctuating and self-liquidating while
loans usually granted for capital expenditure and other

specific purpose should have a specific repayment
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programme agreed at the outset. It is important to ensure
that sufficient profits and cash flow can be generated to
repay an advance granted for capital expenditure. If the
source of repayment is from sale of assets or proceeds of a
completed contract, it should be ensured that the income

cannot be diverted.

As repayment of every loan and advance is expected from
future earnings, a borrowing customer must be able to
submit a simple cash budget. Loans and advances can only be
repaid from future profits generated from operations as
long as the business remains a going concern. Therefore it is
necessary to ensure that by granting bank facilities, the

company will make more profits.
l KASH
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244, TENOR OF THE FACILITY
To secure a bank loan, the request must be properly
structured. Ideally long-term loans should be used for fixed
assets as well as permanent working capital needs while
overdraft and other short-term facilities provide normal

working capital to finance inventories and receivables.

2.4.5 SECURITY
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To be considered a good security the assets offered should
be relatively easy to value; of steady and increasing value;
possible for the bank fo obtain title and reasonably easy fo
realize should such action be considered necessary. Such

security taken should always be perfected.

Security however, only serves as buffer, something to fall
back on if the expected source of repayment should fail. An
advance must be granted on the strength of the feasibility
of the purpose for which it is required. However, since the
best plans may go astray and real loss may be sustained,
security is intended to minimize or eliminate such losses.
The real security for any advance remains the character of

the borrower.

2.4.6. THE BORROWER
The management and business manager seeking loan for
their business must be able to pass to the test of
reliability, personal integrity, honesty, ability, intelligence,
dedication to work; knowledge of the basic operations of

the business and experience generally.
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The bank would want to know whether or not the business
manager has adequate knowledge about the proposed
venture, This will enable banker determine whether or not
the borrower will use the facility to advantage and repay it

within the agreed period.

From the foregoing, it can be seen that a banker has to
assess the peculiarities of the business set up and those
charged with its management fairly accurately before he

can determine the business credit worthiness.
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securities for the account of others or the assum.p’rion of
guarantees and other warranties for others or the
effecting of transfer and clearing and such other |
transactions as the Minister may on the recommendation of
Central Bank of Nigeria by order published in the Federal

Gazette designed as banking business”.

African International Bank Limited was incorporated in
August 1979 with its Registered Head office at 13¢ Murtala
J‘_!\Auhammed way Kano. It started operation as Bank of Credit
and Commerce International Nigeria Limited, a privafe
limited Banking company in partnership with the Bank of
Credit and Commerce Holdings (Luxembourg) S. A. The bank

commenced operation in November 1979.

~Under a technical arrangement, BCCI  Holdings

(Luxembourg) provided technical support until March 1991
when the bank began the process divesting the 40% shares

of the foreign partners.

Necessary approvals were obtained in July 1991 in the wake
of the BCCI crisis; the name was changed to African

International Bank Limited and the 40% share holdings
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