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ABSTRACT

It is clear that in the march towards economic and

technological emancipation, a bustling city with
different communities, interaction and socialisation

amongst these communities is of paramount importance.

Kano as a fast growing city that attract.; people

of different kinds all over its environment needs
agencies and facilities that will cater for these
communities general and individual needs - A community

centre.

Thus socio-traditional requirements of the people in

the field of education, built environment, climate
and in short their life style should be studied such that
a well designed space proposed as the community centre

is produced to meet their communal needs.

The increasing interest in the effect of climate on man
and 1n the relationship between climate and architecture,
the concept of this community centre will utilise
traditional and modern styles, where necessary, so that a
wonderful and new result adaptable to both the present and

hopefully the future generations.

Kano city is a living monument of African

history in the field of architecture and therefore
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a duty bound, asamark of respect, to preserve and build

on its past achievements.
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. . CHAPTER ONE

1.0  INTRODUCTION

} In rural or urban area, people have to live in
communities. And the end result of this living
togetherness is the obvious and inevitable need to
communicate, share ideas and interact in all spheres
of life common amongst them, Soéialise, harmoni se
to have a united community for the development of
all. As such, communal spaces that ranges from such
little things as tree shades and sitting places are
strategically located in the centre or otherwise of

a town.

The rapid urban growth of Kano city over the
last twenty or 50 years has been almost unparalleled
in the history of any town in Northern Nigeria. And
the city's "building boom" richly nourished by the
market nature of the town and oil wealth of Nigeria,
has had dramatic effects on the existing historic
urban fabric,' The speedy architectural and urban
developments have indiscriminately disintegrated the
anatomy and identify of the traditional city, eliminating
its charming traditional architecture. Nevertheless,
the prevailing design concept and architectural
character inherent in many of the traditional buildings
will be revived as much as possible in this community

centre.
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In Hausa land (which Kano is in its heart),
wher. this project is to be located, the idea of
communal space, Dandali in Hausa, comes from the
concept of courtyard in dwellings, where socially
it functioned as a dynamic space which people
gatherd to socialise in an open, but yet private
living setting while environmentally the courtyard
effectively modified climatic conditions.

This communal space is where boys and girls
play, dance and sing at night to pass the time so
that a sort of a ghost town is avoided at night.

As this space becomes a focus of attention, it
eventually develops into a centre of social, business
and educational activities of the locality depending

on the population and facilities available.

Any area with centralised facilities or

services may tend to inspire greater communal and
emotional attachment to that area that may even

lead to greater local pride or symbolical identity.

These facilities will link the inhabitants
through the sharing of accessible local facilities
as well as services provided within a convenient

walking distance from their respective houses.
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1.1 MOTIVATION

Today we are at a particular c¢rucial stage

_ of a major revolution in human society. At this

present phase of industrial revolution, industrialisation
is reaching all parts of the world and human society

is becoming urbanised on an international rather than

national scale.

Traditional values in architecture are no more
consldered due to the industrial trend and thereby
forgetting the importance of these values to our
environmental comfort., Due to this, more and more
problems are created and we are not that developed
to meet the challenges of the industrial world - so
the need to revive our traditional architectural wvalues
such that blending it with the modern values will

give a wonderful result.

The ever gfowing population in Kano walled city
is such that communal spaces to cater for social,
recreational and educational needs are lacking and
must be provided to avoid:-

- Poor and insufficient avenues for communities
to solve problems that may arise amongst them.

- - Idleness which results in robbery and vandalism,

e Promotion of tribalism and sectionalism which

results in-government loosing the confidence of

L]



1.2

1.3

L.

people in solving economic and social matters.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:

————————— -

To provide a conducive atmosphere for the
promotion of social, recreational religious,

traditional and educational tolerance.

To facilitate communication between the government

and the communities.

To promote solving communal problems collectively.

To provide a conducive design acceptable to the

users and their climate.

To provide employment as it will be a place
of vocational training and revenue generating

centre.

- ——

The design thesis of this community centre will

provide:=-

Administrative offices for the whole complex
Socio-cultural complex (museum, exhibition area)
Educational complex (library, lecture rooms and
possibly workshops for vocational training).
Recreational /welfare complex (multi-purpose

hall, clinic and shops).



1.4 CONSTRAINT:

In this case, possible site and financial
problems due to the hard economic crunch are envisaged
~even though time to carry out the research properly

1s also of great importance.

1.8  METHODOLOGY:

A —— iy . ———

The method to be used in this thesis will be
_ dodumentation of existinr community centres and see
“how traditional values (especially architectural)
of these localities were used in the design of the
_community centre, use of magazines, Jjournals and

other materials available. o v

1.6  USERS/CLIENT:

The facilities of this community centre will be

provided in such a way that all categories of the
community (young and old, male and female) could

benefit, but in particular the people living within

Kano walled city.

This project (thesis) will be made in such a way
tﬁat the government and the community are.the financiers
80 as to avoid failure in revenue generation and the
desired goal of uniting the community if it were an

individual affair.



CHAPTER __TWQ:

COMMUNITY CENTRE.AND.ITS QYOLUTLION

2.0 COMMUNITY:

The word community defines an urban geographical
entity within the city or town settings recognised
by the urban designer/architect ér planner as a part
of the city or town where the inhabitants share
certain facilities called public facilities and
which invariably constitute the core of the communify.
The social scientist referred to a community as a
settlement having the same socio-cultural background,
A well planned and unplanned city or town is therefore
suppbsed to be divided into communities - small and/or

big units depending on the pbpulation size,

2.1 COMMUNITY STRUCTURE:

S e e

Having known the word éommunity. é comprehensive
structure that a community is supposed to have, using
that proposed-by the departments of Architecture and
that of Urban and Regional Planning of Ahmadu Bello
- University, Zaria, for Zaria urban authority, as
an example will be presented. After analysing the
problems of Zaria and its.future growth through
research, the two departments proposed a hierarchy

of community units. In principle, each of these units



are related to a certain facility or group of

facilities which forms the core of the units.

The following community structure was proposed

with projected population figures for the year

2,000 4,D,:

A - Household or compound - The family population

B - Housing cluster - 750-1,000 inhabitants

C - Residential sub-sector - L4,000-5,000 inhabitarts

D - HResidential sector - 12,000-15,000 inhabitants
E =~ Community - 40,000-50,000 inhabitants
F - District - 120,000-130,000 inhabitants

2.2 FACILITIES AT LEVEL OF COMMUNAL UNITS:

T ———————

As the research for Zaria urban authority shows,
each level of communal unit is supposed to contain
within its core some public facilities and are listed
as follows:-

A. Household or compound - The sitting room or
courtyvard.

B. Housing cluster - Nursery and primary schools.
Mix residential /commercial houses.

C. Residential sub-sector - Nursery and primary
schools, health clinic, L1 shops, trading

space for 110 kantas, a play field.



Be

D. Residential sector - Nursery, primary and
secondary schools, health centre, mosque/
church, community centre/Youth club,
small shopping centre (10 shops),
small market (50 stalls), a play field.

E. Community - Hospital, community hall and open
air theatre or assembly, 2 comprehensive
health centres, 2 cemetries/burial
grounds, market (600 stalls), shopping

centre (120 shops), sport centre (with
stadium).

2.3 EVOLUTION OF COMMUNITY CENTRE:

In this civilised world, community centres
came about from the desire of middle class citizens
to do something for themselves socially. In some
developed countries like the U.S.A, they are supported
by religious, voluntarv and civic bodies or groups
while other countries like Canada and U.K., their
support come f rom the local and national government

agencies.

These centres are basically to provide some
essential services like health, training in vocational
skills needed for physical economic growth and

survival and educating members of the ccmmunity.
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In the early evolution of community centres
buildings were erected during world war 1 for
recreational and social services to the soldiers.
After the war, the buildings were then taken over
by the communities for their communal use and were

first established in the U.S.A in 1903 and later
U.K in 1932.

The idea of community centres in Africa and
Nigeria in particular, revolves around the traditional
rulers palaces in large open spaces from where people

congregate during spiritual and cultural festivities.

In Hausaland, community centre revolve round
communal open space known as /"Dandali" within a
settlement where young girls gather to sing and dance.
This action naturally attracted their male counter-
parts who engaged in courtship with the girls, local
boxing and wrestling, while some dance and sing in
a circular form. These communal spaces are found
in different locations within a settlement but where
the population size is small, it is only found in
front of the rulers palace. Thus, it serves as
political, administrative and socio-cultural centre

of that settlement,
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With the coming of Islam, fhe.“daﬁdali" also
.serves as an educational and r- igious centre dueté
to the introduction of the mosque into the centre.
Again, smaller mosques were built in the different
locations with smaller danlalis beside the main one
in front of the rulers palace. This helps in
having greater social in;eractiqn and communal unity,

amongst individual.

The éolohial rulefs introduced.western education

which had its consequences in preducing a new set

of ruling class. The earlier concept of community -
centre was distroyed by creating a new givic centre

- with administrative, business and recreational centres
away from the traditional town centre. This created
class difference in form of the Government resesve:
areas (G.R.A.) and clubs which results in less
interaction amongst individuals. This kind of 1living

should be gvoided as the conseguence may breed

disunity.

Nowadays, there are various ways/approaches
to the desgign of cohmuhity centres as there isg no
guiding standard that have yet been developed. This
could be due to the fear of the constant emerging
new sclutions to unﬁrecedented communal needs, and

therefore, the concept should be kepl as loose to



1.

allow the exchange of ideas and socio-cultural
challenges. Community entres have to do with
stimulating, maintaining and deepening a sense of
communal belonging, the loss of which is universally
lamented. It should be a place of creating variety

of activities during leisure times.

2.4 DANDALI, A HAUSA COMMUNITY CENTRE:

———————— - - ——————— -

Dandali in Hausa language means any open space
within a city or town vhere young people and children
regularly gather in the evening to play and where
a small market may be held during the day. It can
as well be referred to as a joint centre within a
city or town where current issues, social problems
and propaganda (information) are discussed or received.
During political times, the Dandali serves as a
campaign ground for the politicians. Older people
usually gather after their commercial activities
during the day (which may be within the same spot)
to hold on their discussions while the young ones
are engaged in their recreational activities like
dara (draft), dambe (local boxing), kokawa (local
wrestling) and so many recreational activities.

The young girls are not left behind as they engaged
in dancing and singing for their male friends with
drummers playing some tunes for them.¥ During hot

times when the houses are extremely hot, most men



12,

spend their evening outside and the Dandali serves
as a breezing space for fresh air due to the trees

around.

Other Hausa towns call dandéli.as "Makwalla".
or "Kaswar yara", petty or children's market
respectively, which basically have the same function
as the dandali. For these kind of space, it is of
paramount importance to have big trees around since
even temporary structures are being restricted. 1In
other words, fat tree trunks with wide shade forms
the principal structure as this kind of market is
located within access roads that converged towards
the palace. It is market within the day and a

recreation area at night.

In small towns that do not have so many open
spaces, it has been the tradition during the dry
season to stage the recreational activities in a big
open space Just outside the town due to bright
cloudless night and cleared environment. But during
the rainy season, the recreational activities take
place within the town, due to cloud cover, darkness
and bushy environment for the purpose of security
of the young ones and for easier acceés to homes

once rain starts.
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The most important point to note is that both
commercial as well as the recreational activities *
are carried out side by side in about the same scale
with difference only at the time each activity is
being carried out most. Commerce in the day and
leisure at night. Goods from food stuff (perishables
and non perishables), clothing materials and

electrical appliances are sold in the dandalis,

POST COLONIAL DANDALI

In recent times, some temporary structures are
erected within the dandali in form of kiosks and
sheds which are concerned with selling of snacks,
cooked food and soft drinks. This makes it more
convenient for people to even stay longer than necessary.
Any traveller that was so unfortunate to arrive the
town very late have to go to the dandali for food
and accommodation otherwise he/she will be stranded.
Praise singers, dancers, comedians, magicians and
drummers are the other attractions that keep people

moving at all times in the dandali.

As time goes by, more activities gain ground
into the dandali. When a young man got married to
a young girl, both being their first marriage, his
friends, as a recent development, gathered and

congratulate him by way of Jjisting, plaving cards,



monopoly, ludo, draft etc. from early evening till
late at night or till day break. This is for the
friends to show their happiness to the bride as he
weds and throughout the stay, food and drinks are

being served to keep people alive.

During festivities, the dandali in front of
the palace is packed full as people from all walks
of 1life converge for one activity or the other,

Most of the activities that take place are either
done annually or done only during such occasions.
This is the main dandali and the smaller danlalis
around the town are not left behind as skeletal

activities do take place during this festivities.
Thus, we have two types of Dandali, the small one

serving the local environment and the grand one

serving the whole community on occasions beside the

activities on normal days.

1L
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These are the natural open space types found
in Kano city and the activit es that goes on in

the spaces. Thus, the location of the space portrays

- the kind of structural form and activity that goes
~on. As it is seen, the bigger the more accessible/
or open to the generazl public, i.e. the spates loose
its privacy as its size increases which means that
the intensity of activity increases as the open

spaCe increases.

2.5 TYPES CF COMMUNITY CENT..ES:

The civilised world, the western world as they
call themselves, put community centres into groups
to which they could be approached in terms of design.

We have:-

2.5.1 VILLAGE CENTRE - The nucleus of the community
is the multi-purpose hall round which all other
activities are carried out. Expansion takes place

by simply adding a building to the centralised hall,

2.5.2 NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE - Two approaches; (a) Central
courtyard to serve as the focal point of 2ll activities
and {b) a situation where all activities are under |
one roof. An example is the Dronten Agora, Holland
which is under a glass enclosure that is heated and

ventilated mechanically during winter and summer

respectively.



2.5.,3 COMMUNITY CENTRE - Consists of enclosed space
around a central >pen courtyard of different o
attivities. It is the integration of the two

approaches in the neighbourhood concept,

2.6 AN IDEAL COMMUNITY CENTRE:

This should be a place for stimulating
architectural form, in the sense that the structﬁral
outlook is appealing to the minds of the community.
There should be as many institutionsas possible such
that it acts as an easy transitiongfrom passive to
many kinds of active involvement so that it becomes
a place where everyone of the community can go to
when he/she feels like and is in the moocd to meet

other people. Fittings and egquipment should be kept

17.

to a minimum and flexible such that no sharp boundries

between the various activities if at all they do

exist,



CHAPTER THREE

i

i ——————— T —— - ————————— -

————— - —— -

The values of traditional architecture of forms
and concepts ranging from socio-cultural and
environmental factors are now being relegated,
picking international concepts by architects who are
short sighted in their architectural vision which

are busy cutting away from the roots of their
traditional heritage in their pursuit of illusionary
ideas under the shadow of technology. Time is now
ripe for young visionary and brilliant architects to
break a new system by attempting to resolve many of
the dilemmas in these architectural misfittings
using our architectural treasury which is full of
traditional and cultural values. In Hausaland, it
includes the life stvle of the people, its cultural
institution and its adaptive ideas to environment
which will eventually leads to the discovery of the
buried treasure of the mastermasons for a better

and visionary architectural future equal to the

technological capability.

A precise definition of architecture had been

guite difficult but one btroad meaning is that

18.



2Q,

It is probably not.difficult to understand why
traditional 1ildings had not been given much
architectural recognition - their non monumentality?
Earlier concept saw nothing monumental in

traditional buildings or worthy of reference

even though Nigolaus Pevsner, an architectural
historian, did not limit his acclamation of
architecture to monumentality but says "that which
evokes sensation by the treatment of surfaces and
details". Traditional buildings are therefore more
than instinctive creations because they were developed
from a consciocus effort to create functional space

borne out of social needs within an aesthetically

gsatisfying form,

Anything short of glass and concrete as the
building component is never term architecture by the
western world and to which these materials do not
tally well with the environment without technological
additives i.e mechanical gadgets that will control

the environment.

3.1 HAUSA SETTLEMENT:

e o i —

This proposed thesis will be in Hausa community
and therefore the need to know where Hausa society

is located and there architecture. Thus, Hausa states

BT
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lie inbetween the cenfluence of rivers Niger and
Benue in Nigeria and to the sourthern part of

Niger Republic. It is the geographical region
between the sahelian and savanna regions and extended
approximately from latitude 3.5° east to 11.0° east
or 84l km and from longitude 10.5° north to 14.6°
north or 400 km in Nigeria (Figure 3.0).

The Hausa-Fulani cities of northern Nigeria have
the common characteristics of a dual urban structure
which resulted mainly from the influence of British
colonial rule. Deliberate effort was made to preserve
the traditional walled cities and the socio-cultural
values of the inhabitants from the influence of the

colonial zdministrator and his western ideas.

When the northern region waé conguered in 1900;
provincial headquarters were set up in each of the
emirates and this attracted Jjunior administrative
staff and traders most of whom were from the south.
But the British administrator, his staff and traders
that came to provide supportive services were regarded
by the indigenous population as "strangers" sc were
not allowed to reside within the traditional walled
cities. Thus, new towns (Sabon garis) developed
along side the walled cities, which have different

planning and layout concept with the old cities.
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Islamisation of the Hausa states gave rise
to a concept of space which to some extent coincides
with the traditional Hausa perception. Muslims

orientation towards the qibla, east Mecca, coincides

with one of the major traditional axis for structuring
the Hausa physical world. Islam introduced concepts
of space and its use., Hierarchy of spaces for

worship and community gathering such that the dandali,
a vast place for public gatherings, the palace,

and the Friday prayer mosque are sited adjacent to
each other at the centre of the city and together
symbolises islamic law and government, state and

community solidarity (Figures 3.1).

3.2 HAUSA ARCHITECTURE:

—————

Earth or mud architecture, which is the tradition
of most societies of the world is also the tradition
of the Hausas to which Kano, the site of this thesis
proposal is part. It is often described as impermanent
and therefore' an inferior material, forgetting its

magnificent engineering feat in the construction

of the great wall of China, great Ziggurats and the
pyramids in Egypt.

The sophistication of mud technology reached
the highest level of development in the Hausa vault

and dome which are based on structural principle.
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3.1 CITY STRUCTURE OF HAUSA/FULAN! TOWNS WITH THE PALACE,

MARRET AND /MOSQUE AS THE FOCUS OF THE TowhNs.
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This allows the roofing of rooms of large dimensions
without the use of int¢ nal supports. Zaria Friday

mosque is today a living exampled (Plate 3.2 and

figure 33).

It is in the architecture of the compound that
Hausa traditional culture and so¢ial organisation
finds the greatest expression to an extent that the
house form is created to suit the occupants as it
is based on the peoples vision of an ideal life which
even climate and materials are not considered to be

the determinants.

3.2.1 THE HOUSE:

The Hausa house plan follows the traditional
African pattern of rooms within or surrounding a
courtyard such that it provides security and privacy

for the dweller. The system of extended family

within the Hausa-Fulani society is given form and
continuity through the formation of new cells or huts
for the ever growing family. This cellular nature

of the architecture gives it an organic architectural
form in perfect harmony with its purpose. Islamic
influence on house form provides some degree of
privacy necessary for the segregation of sexes

(Figures 3.3).



Q. semr arch renf supeor] with exposed underneath
and plastered arch profile

b.  wall fo wall arch support o roof

3.2
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The courtyard in the house is an important
element that plays a vital social and environmental
role. Usually, there is one in the male quarters
and another in the female wing. Socially, it
functioned as a dynamic space where people gatherl.
to interact in an open but yet private living |
setting and environmentally, it -effectively modify
climatic conditions. It permits ocutdeoor activities
while providing a significant level of protection
against wind, dust, solar glare and heat characteris-
tics of the c¢limate, It alsoc provide a cool and

breezing space for sleeping during hot months,

' Roof is another important part of the house where
pParapet is extended to produce what is known as
pinaclie (zanko) which lcooks like rabbits ears.

Various interpretations had been given to these ears

like but the most popular is that it represents the

two ears like on the turban of the feudal chiefs

and to which in itself was as a result of islamic
influence., All the same, the pinnacle gives the

massive blank mud construction a lighter and more
appealing appearance {Figure 3.5 & Plate 3.6)., It is also
to this parapet that water spout project out to |

discharge water from the roof.
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36 A iypical ﬁc?usojnfz'om' tawn. 7he pinnacles and water spoufs are the most
Common features In Housa archifecture

SOUrCE: M- CROWDER(1975) . ANCIENT TIMES
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3.2.2 PLANNING AND STRUCTURAL FORMS:

M g e gy e g M S A S e A T . . - k W .

In the ..ausa architectural tradition, Jjust as.
it is the case in the African tradition there is
a lack of rhythm in the geometric composition of
built up forms. The dominant geometric elements
are the quardrilateral (square and rectangle) and
the predominant c¢ircular forms. "These forms are
together used indiscriminately to give a variety

of shapes (Figure 3.7)

Very often, Hausa architectural planning has
been linked with the islamic culture and thus, the
many design features of the houses was the cultural
concept of separating male and female gquarters in

the notion of privacy and security.

Structurally, forms used in residential and
commercial buildings vary with those used in public
buildings. Thus, simple construction and structura1 f
systems are emploved in residential /commercial buildings

while complex and grandual in public buildings.

The arch (which will be discussed later) and
the column are the main structural systems. The
column (ginshiki) is used to reduce span and 1is
constructed the same way as the wall, though normally

built to support roofs and failing walls. Thus, deleb
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palm timber trunks are inserted in the colum to
increase its carrying capacity bonding with ob

mortar found in drying ponds (plate 3-82¢ ). Another
type of column is the buttressing type used externally

to support tall slender walls called "engaged column"

(saad, 1981).

3.2.3 THE ART QF DECORATION:

Decoration always plays a véry important.part
of architecture in Hausaland., Highly modelled
decorative patterns of varying degrees of boldness
have long been used to enhance architectural forms
(figure 3.9 ). Pre-islamic symbols of living things
in decoration were replaced with islamic symbols
resulting to a synthesis of all the varied influences
and a reflection of the individuality of the culture

from which it sprang - Islam. (figure 3.0-1).

3.2.4 SYMBOLISM:

Traditional architecture wherever found is full
of symbolic expressions which have been incorporated

into the architectural language in form of structural

elements and decoration,.

In Hausa architecture, symbolism is strongly
tied with religious concepts, the case of the Zanko

(pinnacle) and the Tulluwa (dome) shows this concept,

......



