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ABSTRACT 

The aim of this study was to identify the language 

acquisition of a 25 to 60 months old boy as it related 

to the development of statements, interrogatives, commands 

and negatives. The concentration was on the types of 

patterns, stages and strategies of language development 

adopted by the child and the factors that influenced 

their development. It was also the aim of the study to 

identify whether or not the child passed through similar 

developmental stages, or adopted similar strategies of 

language learning as other language acquirers reviewed 

in this study. 

The subject of the study was observed to pass through 

the one word, two word, three word, and sentence stages 

of language acquisition. The one word stage ran from 

25 to 27 months, while the two word stage was from 27 months 

and continued up to 30 months, when three words appeared. 

Sentences began to emerge at this stage (i.e 30 months) 

and continued to the end of the period of the study 

(60 months). Thus, about four developmental stageswere 

passed through by the subject in an attempt to acquire 

his language. 

The patterns of the subject's speech from 25-36 months 

ware of the one to two word types accompanied by gestures 

and body movement. The patterns of the subject's sentences 
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from 36 - li-8 months were of telegraphic speech. He 

produced three words without function elements such as 

co-ordinators or modifiers. From 48 - 60 months, function 

werds were used. Possessive elements such as - na 

(mine (m)) and - ta (mine(F)) were attached to the words 

signifying the things possessed. The referentials - n 

(the known referent (M) and -r (the known referent (F)) 

alse develeped. Towards the end of the study i. e at 

60 months, co-ordinators and conductions were freely 

used te Join clauses and sentences. 

The subject adopted various strategies in his L-, 

acquisition. The first observable strategy was that 

of comprehending speech heard from adults before starting 

te produce it. It took the subject 20 months of listening, 

documenting and observing the adult's speech before he 

started te speak at the age of 25 months. When he, however, 

started the actual speech, he continued to progress until 

he was able te closely master the language at 60 months. 

The next observed strategy was that of simultaneous 

use of imitation and repetition of the adult's speech. 

The subject used to imitate words and sentences heard 

from adults and repeated them over and over. The imitation 

was tbserved to be systematic, because he imitated only 

one or two words of the long adult sentences. 
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This was the practice during one to two word stages 

(25 - 36 months). 

The comparison between the subject and other 

acquirers (reviewed in the Literature) revealed that 

the subject passed through similar stages of language 

acquisition, but the ages at which the stages were 

passed differed. Also, the patterns used differed due 

to the different patterns of the languages. The two 

groups of acquirers (Abubakar and others reviewed in this 

study) passed through the one word, two word, three word 

and sentence stages. The findings showed that the 

strategies were also similar especially as they related 

to imitation, repetition and telegraphic speech. However, 

the European children (reviewed in this study) regressed 

and became confused when they reached an advanced stage 

of language acquisition, while Abubakar over generalized 

by retaining the previously acquired structure and 

extending it to other structures without transformation. 
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tp adulthood. 

Children in the urban areas, including the 

subject of this study, get en additional opportunity 

to acquire Hausa through television programmes. 

There are some interesting programmes in Hausa 

particularly designed for -the children by the 

Nigerian Television Authorities of mest Northern 

States. Programmes such a£ Ku Matso Yara ("Come 

Together Children") by the Nigerian Television 

Authority, Kan#; Yara Manyan Gobe ("Children the 

Adults of Tomorrow") by Nigerian Television Autho­

rity Katsina, and Shirin Yara ("Children's progra­

mme") by the Nigerian Television Authority, Stkoto, 

do broaden the children's knowledge of the Hausa 

Language through the songs, folklore, riddles 

:MV\ stories they hear during the programmes. 

This is the kind of setting in which the child 

of this study was acquiring Hausa as L1• He was 

living in an urban area of Katsina town and was 

attending a Quranic school. Hausa is his first 

language, the language spoken at home and outside 

the home. The selection of such a. setting for 
a 

the study of/first language would, therefore, help 

to obtain comprehensive and reliable information 
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on tt» language acquisition process. 

1.2 THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

It is true that the speech of young children 

differs radically from the speech of adults (Smith, 

1933)4 This study does not intend to describe the 

child utterances according to how closely they 

resemble the speech of adults* The emphasis is 

mainly on the process of the child linguistic 

development, especially the development of state-nents. 

interrogates, commands and negatives in Hausa 

by a Hausa child. 

The study is exclusively devoted to the syn­

tactic aspects of the Hausa Language acquisition 

process of a child aged 25> - 60 months with the aim of 

finding out the strategies he adopts in learning 

Hausa, the stages he passes through in mastering 

the language, and the factors that may enhance %r 

delay his language development. The study is aXso 

intended to compare the strategies and stages 

found by other researchers (reviewed in the liter­

ature) with. those in the present study. The aim 

im* to find out whether or not a Nigerian child 

learning Hausa as a first language differs in his 

Language acquisition from other children. The observations, 



data resources about the child and the conclusions 

or findings of this study are presumed to hold 

true for most Hausa children in the same setting 

as the Hausa child in this study. 

1.3 STATEMENT" CF THE PROBLEM-

phomsky (1965) formed a generative grammar point 

of view and maintained that every child is horn 

WitH universals of linguistic structures. Sltbin 

(1971) proposed that there is a high degree of 

uniformity across languages in the kind of meaning 

that is expected in children's early two-word 

utterances. Meers (1976) indicated that there is 

a variation in the age at which language skill 

develops and even greater individual variation in 

the age at which words and sentences are acquired, 

•nd that the ages and stages of the acquisition of 

language can be widely different but still normal. 

These and other studies are competing psycho-

Linguistic issues on Language acquisition process 

conducted t>n European children in an environment 

which is entirely different from that of African 

settings. This, therefore, calls for more resear­

ches on /.frican children in order to find out the 



nature of the language learning process they adopt. 

The present study, therefore, focuses on the language 

acquisition of a Hausa child Learning syntactic structures 

in a predominantly Hausa environment of Katsina town. 

The study is intended to answer the following questions: 

1: What stages of language acquisition does a Hausa 

child aged 2^> to 60 months pass through? 

2. At what stages does a Hausa child acquire single-

words, two-words and sentences, if these s'equen»es 

do at all occur in the child's process of language 

acquisition'" 

3. What is the order in the child's mastery of 

syntactic elements such as statements, interro-

gatives, commands and negatives in Hausa language? 

k> What strategies does the child employ to atquire : 

simple and complex sentences in Hausa? 

5. What are the pedagogical implications tf the 

learning and acquisition of Hausa sy»tatti« aspects? 

1.U. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

Most of the psycholinguistic studies, especially 

those on first language acquisition, have keen 


























































































































































































