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ABSTRACT

This work centres mainly on scholarly activities
and private library of the Waziri G dado. It is also the
aimof this thesis to determne the contributions of this
scholarly community in Kano towards the devel oprment of
literacy and librarianship in Kano in particul ar and Hausa-
land in general. There are many existing private collections
hi dden in N geria and works done by many em nent schol ars

and are yet to be discussed or subject to research.

In order to obtain relevant data on the above najor
operations, interviews were conducted anong the three prom nent
sons of the late WAziri G dado. The history of the famly
and full description of their scholarly life were fully-

di scussed. Their famly collection were al so di scussed

Finally, this is followed by a discussion of possible
useful ness of the study to sonme emnent scholars and

research centres in the country.
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Introduction '

There have been a number oif studies on private book
and manuscripts ccllections with é. view to adding nmore
literature i;x the field of librar_{;anship and bringing to
limeld ght pﬂvate 1ibrary dWelop4nmt im the Northern part
of higeria in particular emd in Nj;.geria in geeral,

Pia.thet:i.cally little is knoWn about the lilraries of
the ancient time, and as far as private libraries are
concaerned thers is far less evideyce for that, The only
ccllectiona known to be privately jowned was that for rulgrs
and religious scholars of that tine. Historically we learned
how libraries developed in some aneas where physical features,
principally water, favocured the sdttlement of the pecple as
in the case of ancient Egypt anrd P-’f’osopotoﬁia. |
| Cther pre~requisites inclule the developrent of commerce,

trade, education, political dsvelopment anl power and status

subgroup (i.e., kings, priests, scholars, and wealthy men
to imitate the collections). As far as the higtory of
libraries in Nigeria is concerned private livraries are ones
in existence for well over five hunired years prioz":"‘tc; the
emergence of other types of librarjes. They are not only

clder +then college, public and gpedial liiraries but even

clder than the lilrary profession jtself. Unfortuné.t‘ely



little is known about their developrent in comparison with
other type of libraries.

Private library collection has helped in develcoping
meny historical libraries among then are Bgypt, Great Britain,
Italy, 3oviet Union, France, United gtates of anerica,
Germany and australia, In the case of Higeris it is just in
recent years that some attention is being paid to private
libraries. 3cholarship activities in Nigeria is not as new
as librarianship it is rather older than librarianship, it
has alsc a rich histeory even befare the concept of libravian-
ship. And as far as Islamic scholership activities are
corcerned in catenporary Hausaland we can trace the "Ulam"
activities a long time before the advent of Shehu Uspan Dane
Fodio in 1774 A.D. It is well known that Islamic schclarly
activities always goes hard in hand with library services or
even the librarianship itself, i.e. they are complementary,

A number o studies were undertaken on the scholarly
nursuits of the "Ulama" in Nerthern Nigeria and the private
library ccllections, For instance, Ahmad Muhammd Rani in
k*3 paper, Bibliocgraphical Control in Nigeria: fthe Case of
i abie Seripts litwrature, states thut, "8y tae tlue of the
British cccoupatiun of wigeria a gruat deal of private ccllections
and public and semi-~public librarics were beliecved to¢ hawve
existed in this part of the world". He went further explaining
that, "The body of literature available in these ccllections
and libraries could be Wroadly divided imbo sccial, pclitia .,

economic and scientific literature". No acrious*'é%’t'en‘tion has



been given in the modcrn times to this vital heritoge until
1943 when ¢.B. whitting contributed an article in the Journal
of Royal and asiatic Joclety entitled the unprinted indigenous
arabic litgerature of Narthern Nigeria, in which he noted the
existonce of scme writings relating to the 19th century

U terary ocutput. 4s for the idea of recovery, idcntificetion,
pressxvation and indexing of the literature, it wes rather

a lat @ development,

" In 1954, the former Deputy Librarian cf the Inivameedby
¢f Ibalan was ocommissioned t¢ tour the then Nerthern Nigeria
with a view t0 recovering nanuoripte bearing on ths history
of Western and Central Sudan. Later on in 1955, ¥.,E. Kendale
contributed a numher of artieclss in the Jcurnal +f Royval
asiztic Jociety, on the arabic uanuseripts reccyerad by king
He listed in cne article alune eighty five wwrks believy?d
tc have been written by Shaykh Uthonan Dan-fodic. This rec:very
exercise was tc some extent picneering. The cwners of thes.
mnanuscripts were being persuaded through difforent nethceds
egpecially when it was discovered that many cf then wore
reluctant to depart with theilr valuable heritage. The materisls
woere being loa.n/e_;d- for nmicro-filming and returned afterwards to
the ownerg./hifaddition to this, Kendale succeaded alse in
. --micrc-f'i'lming a ccllecticn of Arabic manuscripts housedl in
the litrary of Lugerd Memorial Hall at Kaduna.

In 1963, Profeascr M. 4. al-Hajj was commisagicned by
the Institute of African Stuli es, University of Ife, t¢ tour

the then Northern States inarder tc make new discovery,



M,A. al-Hajj was ahle tc recover scme 130 manuscripits,
These manmuseripts were later xercxed and depesited with
the libraries ¢f the University of Ife, Ibalan, and
Northern History Resecarch Schemes, It is impartant tc
atate that in the process cf his field werk 8.4, al=Hajj
cameg acrouss an inpcrtant disecovery pertaining tc the
contents of gcme of the znuscripts, the disccevery did
net cnly throw light on the introducticn of Islan intc
Hangaland from Wesitern Sudan, but it gives much informaticn
abcut the migraticn ¢f the Wangarawa and the intellsctual _
and cultural activities cunnected with this trend, This
considerably
study alsc heglpaed in the rescnsideration and the
recenstmiction of sone dimportent histordical develcprients
in Hausaland from (14th tc the 17th) centuries. In viaw
¢f this now develrpment Professcr M. A, al-Hajj ccncluded
that schelarstic and private lilrary activities had leng
been in existence in Hausaland frem 14th conturies to the
17Tth centuries and up tc present day.

Sirilarly frcn 1959 cnwarids special attenticn was
given tc the area of Borno., in extensive field werk was
carried out in that year by sbdulliahi Smith. de was akle to
put his hands on pre~ninetevn century writings «f ewminent
Scholars such as Muhanied b, .,bd al-Rahuwan cl~-Szmawi
populerly known as Muhamiad al-Hajrami (d. 1755) and Mhammad
al-Tahir b, Ibrehio oi-Fullaty, nicknaned as al-Tahir
Firamna snd Mihanmed al~Balagi (d. 1847). 4 cunsiderable
nunber of varicus writings dealing with the histcry, cultural .



and intellectual activities of Burnc 'Malams' froo the
14th century onwards were also disccvered by abdullahi
Soi the

In his book entitled, History cf educatiom in Nigeria,
Babs A. Fafunwz states that; "FPar centuries schclars have
realised that Arabic as a language and Islam a2s a religicn
have ccntrituted substantially to wrld eivilization and
culture. It was Islan that revived the huran pursuit cf
science and it was through the arabs and nct the Rcrens that
the mcdern werld achieved light and pcwer thrcugh science.
In the ningth and tenth centwies the Muslirms ccipilsd great
lexiccns and developed philcsophioal learning in Ialam,
The Muhamrad V University in Morocce today have 2 valuable
ccllection of scme «f these early werks, 4t least ~ century
befcre the Western world theught f estahblishing higher centres
of learning, the Muslin wcrld had established such instituticns
in Basra, Kufa, Baghdad, Cairc¢, and Qorr.lova. These began as
reljgiovus schucls located in mosques, and later developed
into universities. ahmed M, Kani in a seminar pmper titled;
"New scurce naterial for the literary aqtiv:l.ty of the Ulama of
Central and Western irchives" highlightelh cn the literary
activity of the scholars ¢f central and western Sudan fronm
the 16th century cnwards. The peper further statc’ that a
great deal of literature have nct (mly been uncovered but not
effectively utilized fcr the mcomst::ﬁcticn and proper

understanding of historical prccessgs ani events which tock
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plece at a given time. He further wont on explaining that
“iAfter 1962 the arducus task of the recovery cf Arabjc seript
literature became a majcr concern of varicus Archives Centres
in addition tc the University Centres ¢f Accumentaticn, such
a8 the Narthern Histcery Research Schone of Ahnadu Bello
University, 2aria, Centre of Aradbic Deccumentation, University
of Ibadan, and ¢f recent Bayero Univergity Graduate Research
Data Centre." '

JUSTIFICATIUN CF THE STUDY

Raticnally speaking this $cpic deserves tc¢ be studied
the tremendous cuntributicns made by rencwned perscnalities
and fanilics degerve tc¢ be in the limelight. Not wnly that
this study can ¢n cne hand bte a reply tu varicus ealls made
by nany diatinguished schclars and title-hclders especially
those in the fields ¢f liltrarismship and histcry tc research
(n the tcple,

For along tinoe ncw the histery of schelarship «r *Ulana’
activities in Hausaland and the ccntribation made by title
nClAers i.e., traditi cnal institutions and the roles they played
towards the develcpment ¢f thdr lccalities together with
their intellectual cmtri tutions has receivel consideradble

research attention,

omiTRMENT OF TH E PROUHBLEM
This prcject is concerned with the schclarly activities
=" orivate library c¢dlections in kKanc in particular and

Faugalend in general, dpecifically it will acquire data abuut

—

-
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Al _'f‘.'\_.'l
the scholarly activities and private library of the Gidado
family. |
The question that this study seeks tc¢ answer are:
(1) what is the general contribution nade in the
field ¢f schilarly activity and private cullection

of vur eminent scholars from the early period
i.8., befcre and after Shehu's pericd?

(2) To what extent thesc activi tics been arganigsed
and who are the beneficiari es?

(3) Wwhat is the relovence to the librarisnship and
the intellectual life of cur pecple?

The Objectives cf the Study:

The c¢bjectives f this study aret

(1) To acquire Aata abeut the schclarly activikies
and library ccllection of the Gidade family,

(2) To determine the contritutions ¢f this schclarly
coumunity in Kanc towards the development of
literacy and librarianship in Xanc in particular .
and Haugsaland in general, )

(3) To survey the area of private ccllecticns cf
some nctable scholars and thelr cuntributicns
made in the literary activity in Hausaland.

(4) The study will alsc serve as a guide and referance
acurce to schulars and future rescarchers,

Assumptions/Hypctheses ¢f the Study;

Congidering the existing envircnment surrcunding

private collsctions in Nigeria plus the advent cf literature
explcsion in all fields <f human endeavours, the research



stuly is thorefcre guided by the fellowing assumpticns:

(1) There are many exlsting private ccllccticns
hidden in Nigeris anwl woarks dcne by many eminent
schclars and are yet tc¢ be discussed cr
subjected to resoarch.

(2) That there ig little effcrt in the araas of
reccvery ccllection, preservaticn and maintainance
¢f these materials.

(3) That co-cperaticn between libraries as far as
this study is virtually non existent.

(4) The callecticn censidered for this preject is
gizeable ancugh fcr a study of this nmature,

(5) That private ecllecticn if brought in the lime=-
light cwntritute tc the develipment of kncwledge
geonerally and eppeciglly in Nigeria.

(6) That private cpllections cxist in Nigoerie and that
of the Waziri Gidado family cclleatiing forms
part of it.

SCOP TATL

This werk focusses on an aspoect of Waziri Gidedo
library ccllecticn and theor schelarstic activities; and
fcr historical background of private ccllecticn anl schelargtic
activities in Kano and Hausalanl in general, It ig nct

intended to be a comprehensive study cn private c¢cllections,
/

-

METHODOLOGY N
The metheds to be employed in the cdllectim «f data
necegssary.fcr thispreject will include the fcllewing:
o (1) Literature search;

(2) Persoumal visite to scme emiratce councils, archives
and ouseuds related to the stuwly.



(3) Interviews with the privats ecllectcr and
individual religiocus traliticnal leaders and
spminent achclars.

(4) The study alsc requires the exaninaticn
of many dccuments (dccumentary annlysis)
available e.g. relevant files and texts wijl
be thorcughly searched. :

(5) ind inferences will be drawn from the analysis
cf the findings.

GRGANT ZATTON OF THE STUDY

This study is «rganiged intc fiwve chepterst chapter
one introduces Bnd justifies the study. It states ite prohlems,
underlying assumpticns, scope, limitations and nebhcd<logy.

Chapter twe reviews the 1literature found tc be most
relevant to the study.

Cheapter three traces the histcrical background of
Private lilrary ccllecticn and scholarly activity in Hausaleand,

Chapter fcur treats the major theme cf the study i, e.,
the founder Muhammad Gidadc, his early life and training,
hig trip to Mecca, his decendants and his children,

In Chapter five, ccllectively brings 21l the findings
cf the study together, and concludes by cffering scme useful
sugge sticne and reccmmendaticng for further research of this
kina,

At the end, 1t here are sppendices encupanssing first,

a detailed bhibliographical informaticn of all the wrks
casulted; and the interviews administered fur the purpcse

-0f ccllecting relevant informatien in respect «f this study.
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REVI®W CF RELATED LITERATURE

Quite a mamber of studies on collections ard sholarly
activity have been produced. 4 survey of the previous works
including those mroduced for dissertations and thesis as
part of the requirement fa the degree of B.,L.8., M.L.8, or
Ph,D. in Liorary Science ha:e revealed that there is still
much to be done in this new area of ressarch.

However, litsrature relevant to this area abounds:
and it is in form of books, theses, pericdicals, zrticles
and papers presented at seminars, symposiums, confcrences
or workghops. These works are considered velevant and imporent
to the pregent study becazuse they provide a necessery back-
g&roand informatim on the subject of presant study,

One of the proninent works is that of Kani {(1978).

It centres on the literary activi.ty in Hausaiand in the late
gighteenth and early nineteenth centuries with special
reference to Shaykh Uthman b, Fodio., The thegls discusaes
the impact of Islam in the Western and Cerntral Sudan (Hausa-
lani}. One remarkahie Islamic influebhce in the region was the
emergence of schalars who actively engaged in various
scholarly and literary activity as well as privately owned
cellecticons, The most spectacular figuwe of these scholars
was Sha ykh Uthean b, Podjo. The author then gces on fur ther
%0 deal specifically with the writings of the ghaykh. He
systematically analysed sawce of the works of the Shaykh.
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He algo discusses thdr characterigtics, quantity, the
periods and mabjects which they have covered,

Another closely related work which is =2l so moat
relevant to the present study end one of the earliest works

is that by Ahmal Shalaby's History of Muslim Biucatiom,

in essentinlly Historical work, this book traced the
beginning of Islam, its spread all over the present day
Middle Rest armd Narth Africa, a8 well as the evolution of
s ayatem of education that went with the religion. The book
also tracea the various changes in scholarly activity and
variation faind in the system of Islamic education all gver
the muslim world up tc the beginning of this century,

in unpublished paper entitled, "Jome Aspects of
Fucation and bock Culturs in the Western and Ccocntral Sudan
Ifrom the 11th to the 19th centwriges" by C.P. Canday presents
a discussion of the history of Isglamic cucation in Bilad-ug-
Judan, especially Hausalani. The paper mamabtione! a number of
cminent scholars of that period ani thdr outstanding
cartribution to Islamic oduecation, 3Bmphasis howaver secms o
have been placed on the book, its availability or scorcity
through the two book trade chanmels of Nor th 4Africa via the
Sshzra to Hausaland (the Sude~n), and from the Middle Bast
through Sudan, Chad and Xane n-Bornuw. Canday showed, how owing
t0 the distance invadlved and the constant saarcity and high
cost of pgper, the development of local book producticn met hods
was necesgitated i. &., tirough copying by hand on imported

sheets of pgper aml Binding thex locally with cure hice,
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Mukoshy (1979), discussed the contrisution made by
Nana asmau Bintu Usman b, Fodio to West sifrican literature
from eighteenth century to nineteenth century., The author
digcussed at length the historical background of asuay sinti,
This covers her family background, childhood, adulthood,
educagticn, tesching and scholarly engagements, The thesis
has also chromologically listed the works written or trange
lated by isma, The importance of these warks is as well
indicated at the concluding portion of the thesis, Sutura
{inally emphasized that the writing of Asma are still
gxtensgively kmown and are being used not only in Hausaland
but the whols West African sub-continent.

John Harris (197C) in his presidential adlress o
his fellow librarians which appeared in Nigerian Lilrarian,
Volumes 1 and 2 of April to ingast, 1970, Arew the attention
of the iilrarians to the foresight of Henry Carr who before
hig death had a private collectian of about 18,000 books,.
T.C. Elias {1970) in lecture made some propositions for
the danation of a sizeahle and specialised callsction
ant called on librarians to encourage owners to bequezth
and propagaete the significant rales which such collections
might play.

. &.B. Fafunwa's book; History of Bducation in Nigeria,

is very valnatle in providing information on the crigin,
Purpose and forma of Islamic education and gmecrally the
seholarly ectivi £y all over the world, and 1n‘f1'i;geria in
particular, The bgok degeribgs the Qurtenic schools of the
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early 70's in Nigeriz, and also discusscs the sort of

refarms alrescy enfor ce? by the scholars in the fov existing
Qurtanic institutions with a view to making ther wore formel
anl placing them in line with present trentis in oluerntions,

He then appealed to elucators to mnke mare effwrt in promoting
scholarship.

Balarabe {1985) clearly explained the nature of private
collectim and thdr importance on informationservices in
Sokoto Caliphate. The various information resources available
then are wll outlined in his paper, The private collectim
of places, the mosques, anl the Qur'anic sthools that existed
are shown to be the most effective information scrvices
agencies, He eoxplained in the same vein that the information
dissination jnclude religious leaders, judges, cuirs, Imans,
teachers, aml so forth. Balarabe concluded by euphzsizing the
impact of those information servigce agencies on the develop-
ment and preservation of the Sokoto Caliphate materisls for
posterity,

Jolangi (1984) deals with Bibliographical control of
memugeript in Wigeria with particular reference to irabic,
Hausa aml Fulde manusgripts, The thesia sheds some ligsht on
the availabilaty of manuscripts materials of an eminert
scholar in Hausalarnl, The scholarly activities an! private
cdl lectiong characteriging the then Hausaland are lriefly
discussed. Both Hausa a.n.d. Fulfulde collections ere thorowzhly
expoaed ,
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Muhammad A. (1975) in his Ph.D. thesis submit ted
4o North-Western University, U.8.a. entitled, "4 Hause
Scholar- trater and his library collection; the case study
" of Umar Falke's of Kano, Nigeria", gave a detailed study
of Umar Falke's like (1893-1962) particularly regarding
his roles as trader, Islamic scholar, lealer and tescher and
alsp leader of the Tijjaniyyah Brotherhood Movement in
West aAfrica. He alsg cited some learned men who dedicated
thdr lives to the pursuwit ani dissimanation of Islmmic
education, The thesis is significant to the prasent study
because it throws some light on the richness of a private
collasction, it also examines the historical baclkground,
napagenent, caitent and use of that private collectim.

It is also proves that the lilrary studisd iz one good
example of the many privete lijbraries that contains numerous
works written in Heusaland in general and in Nigeria in
particular.

4 work on the Arabic collection of Ibadan University
Library by Mahmud (1964) is al so worth citing, Mahmid's
analysis of the collection as first given by his article
emphasized important of the humdred and sixby Arabic
manuscripts col lected by W.EB.N. Kensdals from Narthern Nigeria.
The article further emumerated sone common prollems assoc iated
with this special cdllection, These include among others,
acqguisition, cetaloguing, classificaticn and shortage of

qualified staff, 1t then offors some suggestions with a view
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to solving the problems. The paper also calls for a
systematic programme of recovering the great volume of
mamascript of eminent scholar that are sidely dispered
throughout Wigeria and cther areas of west africa.

Naiya's work (1984) on advanced level qur'anic
schools, has, to a certain extent, exsrted its influcnce
upon the pregent stuly. The author studied some sclected
Qur'anic schools in Kance, Katsina and Zaria. The development
of these schools, their eurricular, size anl catents
of their collsctions were thoroughly treated. Scholarly
activities were indicated and without the private collection
all the scholarship wouldn't havwe been treatel well,

Kani (1980) in another work focusses on bibliographical
control in Nigeria with special reference to srabic script
literature. The peper enwme rates the differnet institutions
and organisations both within and ocutside the camtry that
haw been invalved in the recovery of indigenows jrabic
manugcripts written by sorme eminemt scholars of that time,
It aleo highlighted the various accomplishuant s sc far made
towmrds the organisation of these materials.

alegbeleye's (1979) publication on bibliographical
control of archival and mnuscripts materials in RNigeris is
alao g rdlevant article to owr study pertaining t¢ oth
private and publio scholarstic activity. In this publication
m.egbe;eyo e@haaizad the importance of an effcctive biklio-

_”__,.gmpﬁl:.i.;zal tool, in relatively lacking in coverage of the



17

entire comtry., The writer std es some wayd ~nd means of
compiling a national bibliography of the materizls in
question.

TIn his paper Vail's (1957) cited the impartence of
manusc ripts and archival collections or materisls. He then
aivises the librarims to cmaeider the collection of
menase ript materinls ns regards thdr primary professanal
responsibilities. The pm er conclules by giving some guides
to the librarians on how those gpecial kinds of materials
should be taken good care of especially as regards to their
crganisatim, preservation amd utiljization,

Mahammad Z. (1983) in an M.L.S. thesis entitled;’the
Contribution of philanthropic organisations towards literary
and litwrary development in Nigeria' examine sanples of three
philanthropic organisations and provided o detiiled study of

thelr geholarly contri ution, fhe organisations ares

(1) Jama'atu Narul Islam, kaluna

(2) 1Islamic &ducation Trust, Minna.

(3) Islamic Trust of Nigeria, Zaria.

Mansur's, F,B. (1981) in a B.L.S. project repart on
private collectilons in Nigeria entitled "A study of cclloctions,
warks and publications of Alhnji Dr. asbubskar Imam (late)",
examined the biography of the late Dr. Abubakar Imaom, the
historical developmert of his cdllections and thar nature,
ng well ag his literary output., Some useful suvgeestions on

how to improve the stamard of private library collections in
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the country werec made. In the same manner, a.M. Kani studied
the Hausaland as an example of an area which is reach in
irabic literature written by local scholars, He noted that
the availiability of Arsbic writings since the fourteenth
cemtury support the fact that a gocd mmber of schools have
emearged and that these schools werc producing erinent scholars
who undertook the responsibility of preading Islawmic knowledge
among thelr respective comminities. He furthor argued
that it was as a result of such scholars activities that
literacy became widespread. Centres of learning such as Kano,
hatsina, Zaria, Yandcto and Degel are said to have played a
significant role in disseminating knowledge and enhancing the
educational development of their populace., kani stressed that
by the 19th century learning had reachel its puik in Hasaland,
Hence aminent scholars such as Uthman b, Fodi (whom he actually
studied) succeoled through thar teachlngs and writings in
creating a class of intelligent who in turn shoulder
the responsibility of transmitting knowledge in their localitices.
Mention should alse be malc of A. Gullaume who, in his
study on philosophy md theology mentioned that Muslim academics
were the fore-rumers smd moulders of the Buropenan Universities
and that Muelim scholars have male serious contritutions to
the dewelopment and history of Islamic insti{tutions in the
middle ages.
Last's (1979) book, has some influonca.on the present
study. The book gives a special treatment to the writings of
the Sokoto viziers, It shows the physical characte ristics of
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these warks, These are especislly in form of bvooks, enu-
"geripts and letters, Last attrimted the availability of
books in the Sokoto Caliphate to the following factors:
exigtonce of source locally written, works oufare the Jihad,
wide range of book impartation during and after the Jihed,
book copying and the literary cngagemont of the viziers.
While the cxistencc of many extensive files was 28 a reéult
of the correspondonce betwean the healquarters (8ukoto)

znd other cmirates,

Another publicatiom which throws significant light
on the proesent stuly is Eendale's (1955) articlec. The nrticle
is about 160 Arabic titles on indigenouns Islamic litcerature,

Olukayode Okaulancn (June, 1976}, in his wrlergraduate
res earch project, stulied private collectiong of the two
eminent Nigerian politiciams. They are Malaw (Dr.,) .minu
Kano and Chief Obafemi Awolowo. Okanlawo administorc: a
gquestionnaire for the owners of the collections. Cther
mathods he esployed are interviewing the owaers and pcrscnal
observatim of documentary evidences. Ukanlawon discovered
that the cdllections of the two personalities are nade up
of diffused subject backgrounds,

Ckanlawo digcoveregd that Melam iminu'a col lectiona
are made up of fiction, others iriclude ki tliographies,
reference works, books on psychology, philosophy, pcalitics
and governmant , history, literature, heslth aci ance, Islamic
Islamic Rzligion, Linw ~nd econaomics. The late Chief Cbhafemi

LWCLOWO was. A lawyer by profesgion so the talk of his books



20

are on law, He however has books on politieal scicnce,
higtory, literature, ccouncnics, Christianity, ciucation,
Health Scicencas, philosoplhy, psychology, Ycrube literature,
and scme reference works. |

3. Galadanchi's thesis entitled '‘Harakstal-

lughat al-irabiyynt fin Nigeria' traces the dovelcpront

of the Arabic language ancng Muslim commnities in Nigeria.
another Ph,.D. thesig entitled 'Scholars, Saints and
Capitalists in Kamo 1904-1974 by I.4. Tahir has nale
mention of eminent Islamic scholars anl their nctivitics
and thar cotrimtion to the growth of life and Culture of
Kano city.

An unpublished paper, 'Froank Cradle to grave: The
Contribution of th e ulama tc ilucation in Higerie' written
by 4. Muhapm el and M, 8, khan nainly deals with the whele
Islamic scholarly activities in present day Hausaland. This
was done through thdr discussion of a number of noteworthy
and cgutstanding scholars of both ancient and recent times.
The life stories (including educational endeavour), areas
or fields of specialization, experiences and (in the case
of the living ctnes) thar present engagenmonts and styles of
teachings were intensively scrutinized and presentel in the
boper.

Ahmed Kabiru Muhammd, cmducted a study in his B,L.S.
thesis (1985)., In which he examined the history cf Kanc as
a Centre of Islamic learning, a detailed histcrical c¢rigin

cf the title of Weziri in Kano traditiconal institution and
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the rcoles piayed by the title holders to Gate. e alsc

wrcte a blography of the family of Iimam’'Isa daziri including
his contrimtions towaris the Aave lopment cof Iglrmic educa-
ticn in Kano. He further examine? the Aevelophtent cf Imem
Isa Waziri's private 1library, the nature and use ¢f the
cellection, acquisition, maintainance anl oroanisnticn of
the collections,

Aliyu, (1983) similarly cmducted a stuly cn 'The
Private ccllectim, works and publications of [lhaji Ai.
mahmud Guomi. The collecticn is made up cf re ference
naterials which are mainly on figh, dadith, qurtan and
history. These cwstitute a reaswnatle percentupe f the
¢cllection and are mostly made in serialise. voluwes just
like encyclopzedias, Theare are alsc jourmals mainly frcm
the universities of hadina and Jeddah, Pakistan, Iragq,
afghanistan, Indonesia, Igypt and other Muslin ccuntries.
These journals deal with many more subjects obther than Islam
and arabic, There are alsc magazines, pamphlets and han?d outs
which mogtly deal with Islamic affairs. Most of the magazines
also come from the same sources or places with jocurnals
mentioned above., These deal with various topice and exist
mestly in Arabic, Heusa and Inglish, The bulk ¢f the cothers
are male up of hook materials dealing with varicus subjec ts.
They are of varied authorship. These avail in, Ambic, Hausa,

Bnglish and few other languwges.

e
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Chamberlin (1975), in his Ph.D, thesis disccussed the
dewelopment of Islamic education in Kano city, He talked
about the scholarly development in Kanc ineluling the foun-
dations laid by the early scholar and their influcsnce on
Islomic studies in Kano city.

In 1966, o first attempt toc loucate the existence
cf indigenous Worthern Nigerian wateriais {roa cubside
higeria was made by ancther scholar, Dr. dassan Gwarszo.
br. Gwarzo visited s¢ many lioraries and archives in the
korth africa sub-cwntinent, such as Punisisz, algeria, and
Morocco., Cansiderable amount of witings of the Gokctce Jihadists.
were cal leeted together with other materials., as for the
foreign countries, one good example of the many waiversities
that have a good collections of books and stulied on privately
ovmed ccllections is the University of Niamey in Figer Republic,
For instance, in his survey of the collasction of the institute
de Recherches en Sciences Fumalnes (IRSH)}, University de
fliamey, Mr. Kani notel many works produced by schclars from
what i8 now the Feleral Republic of Nigeria, !Mr, kani has
this to say, "apart from the cansideralle number of pranuscripts
of works by the great Mujahidin Uthman bn Fotic, 4& 41lzh b,
Fodio and Mrhammad Bello", Zxamples of the wrks produced by

those scholars include amons others; fagqyid skhabar Jana'at al-

shaykn allahina pikev »v muhawiwed galih, yaai of the wwmir of
hano abd Allah ibn Ibrahim (reg. 1855-83). lhe work, dated

1288/1871-2, is a history of ths iihald in hano, there is wlso



23

o

Mukhtasar al-athar gl-Kanawiyya ﬁin al—(}hé&dawiyya ilal-
Fudawiyya by Muhammad b. Adam al-Findiki sl-Falakd al-hanawl.
thigs work focusses mainly on the political and sccial

history of kano from the epoch of Sagauda douwa to the Jihad
pericd, 4also provided in the collections of the (Iiuu),
Univergity «f Kiamey are the fallowihgs: 4 cupy of the
well-known Tarigh arbab hadhal- balad al-tiusaumwa hana, popularly
mown as the Kano Chreonicle, several king lists of the rulers :
of Hausalaml, alot of materials on the history ol Gobir and
kebbi and a document (letter) written by the emr of Gwandu
belik b. Muhammad b, ibd 4llah b, Fodio,

Similarly in a seminar pap er on Sokobto Czliphate
entitled; "towards an intellectual history some rof lections
on the literature of the Jihal and the Caliphate™ {(1774-1903)
by Uthman Sayyid Ahmad Ismail, Dept., of History, shmadu Bello
University, 1975, Of the known works over a hunlred are
attributed to Shaykh Uthman (4. 1817),, sixty tc Shaykh
Abdullahi (4. 1829) and some sevenbty eigiht to Mirammd Bello
(4, t837), The author further stated that if anything writing
seem to have been thdr first and foremost occupation on the
one hard they were schclars of the higchest order, They were
magters of all the sciences of Iglam and iarabic luasuage
anoth:r they were men of very unusual abilities, wcccuaplishing
& 1ot and taking many things in thdr stride. host of all
they were men who were thoroughly dedicated to their czuse. |

~1dition to all these, there are a number of many others

wret e 0d o7 all ke patimm hera,
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s s e g

SCTIVIPI s I HaUsaLAND: Al dlusoudi¢ol sURVEY.

3:1 Private Library and Scholorly gdetivity In Fre—Jihad
Period,

. Although no on¢ knows for cortain the exsct date of the
introduction of Islam in Hausaland, it is howover generally
accepted that Islam began paetrating into thet area between
the eleventh and the fourteenth centuries .. D,

Islam then took hdld of the local populabtions, supported
fromtime to %time by it inerant scholars, such 28 the celebtratad
Mahammed jbn  Abd al-Karim al-Maghili (d. 909/1503) and by
local initiatives through the canminications with the rest
of the Muslim wrld resulting from the pilgrimage omd the
gstudy of Maghrib and .gyptiar works such as these of ibd al-
Rahman al~-guyuti (d. 911/1503). In fuct, tue .082 ot tes
a8 early as the beginning of the fifteenth century a».o. C1d
not live in isclation but werc in constant touch with the
Saharan centres of learning, such as Timbulttu and Jjenne.

The rule of the askia of Jonghay is indeed Lelicved to have
extended up to Kano, Katsgina and Kebbi.

| Al-Maghili arrived in Kamo in {1492) wlilc on a journey
that took hin to Mecca as well as to Alr, Gao and Xatsina
among other places. while in XKano, in additicn to organising
and seeing to the religious needs of the Narth African
commnity there, Al-liazhili, escording te the Kano Chronicle

"wrote a Qur'an for the pegle of Kano for he had not brought
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one with him, and teught the Qur'an and the intcrpretation
of the law", He alsc, ¢n the request of IMubhopred Kunmfa, 4
wrote a treatise on how a good Mu3slim rulor shovla gzovern,
¢slled "The Crown of Religion concerning thoe oligation
of Princess". This docuncnt has had a condmid arahle impact
on the palitical amd religicus histcry of West /ifrice.

It is geerally bvelieved that pre-Islimic Hausaland
-was gagantially an il literate socilety. The pecople knew
not about writing amd reading. They hal nc¢ books ¢r any
kind of written record. But this does not in ay way mean
that the society was without any culture aml eciwilization,
The knowledge o0f leceal history was comutteld to incuery by
the pagple and this was crally tromsuittod froa che
geperatian to ancther.

30, long before the Jokoto Jihad, the ip¢ wles of
Hausaland had contacts with north Africa throuch trade,
There were caravan rautes comnecting Kano and Zornu in
Northern Nigeria with Jigades and Timbuktu in Jcrth Jifrica,
Mmong the imhs of this anciont trade were “ooks trensported
from Narth iMrica intc the Hausdlanl. Many such bocks,
when they camne to the Hausalarnd, were copied by individuals,
hence the beginning of Arabic meanmuscript liternture in this

part of the world.
Infatwmately very few scholars payel 2bsclute attention

to the manuscripts of the pre~Jihad perioed, The ranusceripts
ars yot to bc adequately exposed to the pubdlic. This,
therefore, lives pe gple with the wreng imgr essicn that it

only _
wag in the nipneteenth contury during the Jihad niove.nent
oW
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thgt manuseripts begsn to be produced in the country.
Among the few contributions made to shed some light on
the availagbillity of manuscript literature before the Jihad
are the famous works of Hiskett (1955) and that of Biver
and Hiskett (1962), ’

The earlier works and collections found in the pre-
Jihad period were mostly those strictly used as textbooks
for the teaching of Iglam by the scholars of those days.
Example of such collection include the Holy Qur'an, the
3chih sl-Bukhari, Mukht-~sar of Khalil b, Ishag and the
Ishriniyyat of Al=Fazazi (d. 627/1230), This work attained
a grest popularity iq the Western Sudan and it was used
mainly in praise of the Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.).

It is the intrmtion of this chapter to touch on the
academic career of rome selected eminent scholars before
shehu's period. .

Ls early as tue 15th century A.D. many scholarly
actlvifties wore undertsken in the Sankore University in
Tinbuktu, One of the illustrious erudite people of the
time was the well-known figure and famous historian,

Ahmed Baba of Timbuktu (born 758/1357-830/1427). This

scholar was said to have been a pupil of Ibn Marzug,

he travelled to Cairo to study and later to teach, He

was ah outstanding personality and to some extent the
precurcor of Arabic letters in Western Africa at large.

He was credited with tlhie preparation of a digest of his
teachers commentary or the 'Jumal', Because of his tremendous

literary contributicns, Ahmad Baba is believed to have
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a personal library of nearly 2,000 collections,

However, coming more specifically to the activities
in Hausaland, mention nust first be made of a distingulshed
scholar of his time by name Abu Abdullahi Muhammad b, Abd-
Karim b, Muhammad al-Maghili al-Kilimsani (d. 909/150L).
He wos a very well known figrue in the history of the
Western Sudan, He contributed in the spread of Islam and
hig teachings had great influence and also did greatly
influenced the thoughts of the Fulani Jihad leaders in
lest Africa, _

Al=Maghlili resided in Tuwat, then moved to Sudan,
vigiting Ahir, Takedda, Kashina (Katsina) Kanu (Kano) and
alot of other places in Vestern Sudan. It is a fact that
a considerable number of texts attributed to aleMaghili
have been peserved in Nigeria, The Corpus of his works

Presently

that are extent include the followings:

(1) Tarif fima vajib ala' L'muluk, This Arabic
text was edited by Muhammad Zayyan b. Muhammad
ale-Mamman, ‘\aziri of Katsina in 1931, It was
also translated by T.H. Bsldwin as the obliga-~
tions of Princes in 1832,

{2) Mukhtasar mumma Yajuz lil~hukkam fi raddal-nas
an al-haram, This text wes also translated by
Palmer (191}) as an early Fulani conception of
I 318!11, B " . L

In sddition to the above works, thepe are quite a
good number of litgrary-éompcsitbons'that are attributed
to al-Maghili.tﬁdﬁgh they are not included here,
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The next scholaf in the early nineteenth century
was Muhammad b, Ahmed b, Ali Muhamad al-Tazak-1ifi,
popularly known as Aida Ahmad, He attended al-Maghili‘s
class of instructions, In 915/1509, he went to Mecca,
He travelled very widely i.e., to Egypt and Hijaz, He
is reported to have made contact with renowned scholars of
his time, On his return to the Sudan, Aida settled at
Katsina, where the Sultan appointed him Qadi, he eventusglly
died in the year 936/1529 at the age of sixty years,
having written commentaries on the Mukhtasar of Khalil,
and other texts.

snother eminent scholar with an immense scholarstic
contribution in the seventeenth century was a personage

W

by neame Muhammad al-Kashimawi, best known in Hausaland

i

as Dan-Marina, Hé hag featured prominently in the intelleo-:'
tual life of Hausaland, lie lived and died in Katsina

in about 1655: Among the works known to have been written

by him are coﬁmentary of the Ighriniyyat of al-Fazazi ‘.
{(d, 1230) in praise of the Prophet {(S.A.VW.) and anotherﬂ

poem entitled Mazjaret al-Fitiyan. Muhammad Bello described

him as a.éorridor of knowledge, a poet, a critic and a

well kqun scholar, He is mentioned in the Infag al-Maysur

as haylng been the teacher of Dan—Masani another distinguished
scholar.
Muhammad Ibn Ghumshu, known as Dan-Mesani, was a
stadent of Dan-Marina, probably the most famous 17th
.-century scholar in Hausaland, He was born in about 1003/1595

and died in Katsina at the age of seventy five years. He
wrote extensively on Sharifa, politics, theology
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and poetry. Among the wor'is luw'o'mi to have been written by

Dan-Masani are gommentary oi t“~ Irchriniyyat of al-irzazi

..............

Buzugh sl-Shemsiyah fi shorh ~l--shmowiyeh, a commentcory
on the Mugaddimah of Abd ~1-"rri -1.Rlifeil 2l-Ashmawi vhich

is one of the popular books on : ~1iki figh in Hausal-nd,
Dan-Masani had » work proborly o ihe history of the Yoruba

peoples entitled, Azhar al-ruis i :Xhabar yvaruba ~nd a

grammar of Arabic, Nuzhah yrgir- -12 ma' rifat ma y»cb-l

al=Sarf wa 'ademsh, This cl~~:7: sho'ved that, rthe evidence

before us demonstrates cle 'rly U -1 there was consider.™le
Islamic scholsrly sctivity ir the region of Hausaland from
the fifteenth to the eipghteert century, similerly we¢ con
also trace the private libr~rv collection from the evidence
given above, Equally there s ro doubt that scholars hzd
impressed their people on how ' =v vrould learn and »ursue
relevant materisls of learring, “lso their position in the
community as leaders and “rust ascliolesrs actually eased
their task of undertaking dir-ct rnd indirect reference
work, while the diplomatic ~s=ect nf their duties assisted
them in executing some elenentes o7 inter-library loon with
some North African schools - ¢ prl:oces. Nothing existec

at the period thet one could ¢~11 ¢ public libmy, dut

meny private libraries abound,

3:2 INTELLECTUAL AND LIT:i\th Z.N/ATIES IN 18TH )

The yeer 177k A.D. wrs e ™eginning of an Islomic
revolutionary movement in . ~ussl-nd, It is the intention

of the present research io studv U=¢ academie career of the
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three leading founders of the Sckoto Caliphate, namely,
Shaykh Usmsn Dan-Fodio, Shaykh Abdullahi, and Shaykh
Muhammad Belle. Indeed, alot has been written over the
yvears regarding the lives and works of the trio by
several scholars both in Nigeria and elsewhere. However,
the present study has viewed the contributions of the trio
in the spheres of learning as more than Jjust teachers;
they were as well performing the duties of a group of
reference librariansg even if outside the formal structure
of what one can now refer to as a "library", The Sokoto
Caliphate covered most of the territories stretching
from Sokoto in the North-west to Adamawa {in the upper
Benue River basin), in the south~-east to Misau, Jama'are and
Hadejia in the north-east to Liptako (in the present-day
Upper Volta) in the south-west. This Caliphate existed
throughout the 19th century, overthrown only at the
period of the British conguest, leaving behind a wonderful
traedition of scholarship and a sound administrative
system,

in 1809 the present city of Sokoto was tuilt and
made the stronghold of a newly established Caliphate, the
Sokoto Caliphate, The brainsg behind the estall ishment
and smooth operation of the Caliphate were the trio of
Sheikh Uthman Dan Fodio, Muhammad Bello and Mallam
Abdullahi Fodio, Thus irom 1810, the trimuirs initiated
a soﬁﬁd.mOVe to organize a new administration based on
Tslamic meBlels., This is best substentiated by Smith's

suzzestion that:
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"..o The academic id=-1r, the traditions

of lesrming which tz¢ uiochidun (Redeemers,
sought to follow rv¢' fav.olop were not,
of course, somcthir-s -lich they invented

themselves., Thev we ¢ Tle time honoured

ideals and traditiors of scliclership which

had formed the bhaszis n’ intellectual endeavour
in the Islamic "rorld  <r centuries: tradilions
and ideals which *l2 -rcient universities

of the Islamic *rori¢ . 2 heen founded to
preserve, "

Public enlightenne~t -~ ~oor the most import-nt
pre-occupation of the k‘V‘lO his wes done in v:rious
ways, including public lecivress, vitmerous scholarly
writings, and providing reforence Information and Reiersl
services, It is indeed or--<L 10 notice that the trio
(of Sheikhs Usman,’”bdullahi -=¢ “rllo) divided themselves
purely on the basis of subject =~ci~lization, a feature
which is geining tremendous r-ec-rition in modern librr..
rianship. Sheikh Usman for inst-nce, devoted his ener:y to
dealing with end answerin: ~11 ro’erenee questions
pertaining to the fundament-l :ecory cnd practice upon
which the faith of 1Islai vwes tilt: the concept of prrver,
the day of judgement, FF2sting, etc: bdullahi, on the
other hand, busied himself 'rith I -w (the Shari's), while
Bello became more concerncd “-itr h-ndling research =
all refersl works on nwolitic 1 “Yecory and public adninis-
tration,

In the words of Sheilh Ve~ himself:
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", .50, take to resdins ihe works of my
brother, Abdull-hi ‘cr Ia is, on the whole
concerned with tl.c letwier of the Shari's.

Take to reading itre or':s of my son,

Muhammad Bello for "~ is on the whole,
concerned with the Droecsevetion of the

science of politicse... with regards to the
persons, aims, tiue, "lrce, end (prevailing
conditions, T~ke to r~-ding my works, too,

for I am, on the ‘hole, rnoncerned with the
preservation of "oth, . LlL our works are
explanations of whrt - d heen generally trected
'in the works of nrevious scholars,.."

However, as pointed out the most significant
contributions of the Qt‘Y’lCD in the field of
librarianship where mairly ir i -rees of Reference
and Information/Referal s=rvices, 1y reference service
we refer to the librarian's ~Til 'ty to translate the
query into terms that con be m~t 0¥ a given reference
source., The reference process, t:rrafore, encompasses
reference service, reference wrelt, rnd the refarence
sources,

Samrel Green (19 ?, s frilier of American
reference pracess instituted the first formal referecnce
service at the Worcester -uhlic Librrry in Magsachusetts in
1876, He emphasized the iurort ince i personsl aid to
peovle reguesting informatior, -wrmnles of the triumvirs
personael reference sid to —eole could be the numerous
cases of individuals and crourgc *7iting or coming in

person to any of the three scholsprs in cuestion for
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answer to any social, politic-1l, rcligious, or acadenic
topic of relevante to their livee rnd works., It was on
the occasion of Abdullahi's visil to Kano for example,
that the local Muslim communily recuested him to guide
them on the principles of Isl-mic -dministration, and it
was then that he compiled his 7 -1ous Diya al-Hukkam ihich
later became an "Administr~tive . =ndbook",

Murray Lest elso in his Look, The Sokoto Caliphote,

cites instances where th~ tric, -s well ss the (aliphs
after them wrote books nnd leitrrs of advice %0 specific
leaders, like Ya'aqub, or to ‘'.e community in gener-l,
explaining details of Isl-mic L~r -nd practice,

The three lerding foun'ers of Sokoto Calipheote
were 21so known to be holding =rou~ seminars end worshops,
as well as wide renge of lecivre--discussion sessions on
popular topics affecting tke lives of the community
members throughout their lifeiine,

In the ares of indirect r=forence work the Sokoto
Caliphete is known to have intersilied what one con
comfortably refer to as 'Intzr~library loan', althouzh
the lack of a printing tec':nolopy slowed down or hamnered
absolute reliance on the ider, evertheless, Last (19 )
(Once more) write " .,. ¢:2ir libreries also contained,,.
written works of authors suchi ~s I»msd Baba of Timbulitu,,*

The tradition was bhaged o~ the copy-industry,
whereby a wide renge of bools "er¢ imported and tidiously

re-copied for circulation purpones, Hiskett's (19
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statement on the avail=bility o texts (in the Coaliphorie)
and other precious reference tooln is 21lso a further
indication that a reason+hle dorr=e of inter-library
activity was going on betwaeen %1.¢ scholsrs in the

Caliphate and other sreas., I kio —ords:

n,.. Today, we norn-1l1v »s1.30y the facilities
of highly organised libhrrries snd even then

it 15 often difficuvlt eiovyh to lay one's
hand on what one needs, I never cease 1o
marvel at the extraordin-ry availability

of bocks in the much wore vigorous and
demanding physical conditions of the West

and Central Sud-=n of Shailih Abdullah’s time,, .
I wonder if, even in this spe of photocopying,
it is easier to 1.y ene's h&nds on, say,
Tanbih al=-ghafilin troa it wes in &A,.D. 1700, °

It can be seen that ~ Livhly developed system of
communications is no doubt recuired for 2 relisable and
effective inter-=library co-oer-tive system. Thus, the
Sokoto Caliphste was able (o Marforn through regular
contacts with meny parts of ~atern snd Central Sudnsn,
and even as far as some liiddle Tecctern Tmpires. In this
way, an effective networic of di~tribution of texts w-s
established. Letters, conts-inins roouest of all sorts,
for example could be found —or— the remains of the
correspondences of the Calivh-te, “tese letters were
written by various persons firon cutgside of the Calinhite
seeking assistances on how to sgecure every day needs

typical of a present-day in'orn~tion znd Referal Centre,
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The vizier of Dogon Daji, “or ex~uvle, was asking for o

good dictionary in one of treletters; the emir of Do on Daji,
on the other hsnd was asking to be referred to an excellent
builder; another letter was r~1s0 ~cking for advice on the
necessery arrangements recuired to "~ve the wife of the

Emir of Hadejia, who had just co pleted her Our'anic studies
brought to Sokoto (perhaps for rreduation ceremonies),
Further evidences of the treces ol interlibrary coop-ration
can be seen from the fact t-t recular contact was maintained
between Sokoto and a number of lesding Islamic Universities

of that period. Lavers (19 ,, Tor instance writes:

"Sokoto existed unon the Irontiers of Dar

al-Islam, its subtjects m~de the pilgrimage,

many of its scholars studied st gl=Azhar

and other places of lear=ing in the heart-

lands of Islam while muc~ of its trade was

with various parts of tie Ottoman Empire, -

Lavers also cites examples of text written in 3okoto

e.z. (Infag al-Maysur) and various other correspondences
between Bello and al-Kaneni fourd in some Maghrib libraries,
The case of the vizier of Jororn "2ji cited earlier, who
wrote to Sokoto (the Headaurrters' asking for a good diction-
ary is a good example of T e normnsl library Jobs being
performed at that period, first it could be seen to be

touching on Information and eferr-l work; secondly, it was

rang ing og interlibrary work%, bec-tse if the diction~ry could
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not be found in Sokoto, the renuest would surely be
referred to areas known or “eliev~d to be having one,
Sometimes, reauests were even sont to as far as Baghd~-d
for (Kamus) dictionaries of i ~l-m Umsru of Tambawal
together with the letter, 'urr~y Last, also, referring

to the vizier, Muhammad Bukheri (1886-1903) writes:

"ees.He studied in Tzmbawal, making use
of the large library o: the Zmir of Tambawal,
Umar, and being tourlit Ly l'alam Hamid,"

This indicstes that no matter tihe level of sophisticaticn
and size, some large privote libraries were in operation,
Another good evidence of the sizrificance of keepinz orivate
libraries in the era of thwe C-alinkrte could be extracted
from "an LAsmau's Wakar Gewrye, csma'u was the learned
daughter of the Sheikh Usmsn, ~nd in the above mentioned

poem she wrote:

" ee Sa an nan Agali fa ys taho
Kumg kun jiya

Ya dauki kayan Shehu Litteffail
na sa,"

Meaning: Then Agali came (»lso, do you hear
carrying the Shehu's ™“elonrings, his
collection of (Privote Library)."
In the above poem \‘sma'u noints to two things, :.'irst,
that the Shaikh had attached so much importance to his

books that his special servant ' ‘g<1i) was to transvort
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the collection to wherever the community moved (the period
was one of the insecurity and the Shehu, with his fellowers
had to migrate to peaceful settlements on a few occasions),
Secendly, (Kayan Shehy) -the nelonpging of Shehu' is shown
by the poet to be synonymous with 7littaffai na sa) his
books, It has slready been noted that the Jihad Mders,
prominently Shaykh Usman ©, Todio, his brother, Abdull:shi,
and son Muhammad Bello, were theiiselves learned men of
excellent reputastion from the above explanation. They, there=
fore not only promoted scholershin but also made enormous
contributions to it through theis teachings and publications.
They imposed Arabic, the langurge of Islam, as theofficial
and literary language throughout the Caliphate. Justifying
the strong commitment of the Sokoto Jihadists to the
production of numerous works, odzkin (1975) states that
“"they (Jihadists) and their (rief associstes were faced with
new stimulus, demands, =znd nroklenr which impelled thex

to write the need to exnlain end justify their revolution

to reform government and morsls, to educate their followers
in the treditional Islamic Zeciences, to record the past,
egpecially their own revolutiorazryv and post-revolutionsry
history, to develop an adequate svstem of internal
communication”, All these heln to explain why the Hausaland
witnessed an extraordin~ry outvouring of Arabic writings
begimming from the period about 177l /.D. onward, Also, the

period in particular clearly marks the division between
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the early and the modern period In the Arablc-Islamic

literature of Nigeria.

3:3 PRIVATE LIBRARY COLLTEITOV _URING THE JIHAD PIRICD,

Now let us disCuss the works of these three schalars,
namely, Shaikh Usman, “hdullshi ond Fuhammad Bello, in
relation to their contribution towsrd private libranry
collection in Hausgland, In the first place let us take
the leader first.

One of the aost famous Muslim scholars who really
excelled himself in the intellectual activities in Hausa-
land was the Jihad leader, Sheykh Usman b. Fodio. Shavkh
Usman b. Fodjo was born at | arretts {in the present 3okoto
State of Nigeria) on Sunday the last day of Safar, 1150 /.H.,
December, 1754, Fe belong to a scholarly community which
migrated to Hausalsnd from Futa Toro before the 15th
ecentury,

Uthman was educated in the well~known Islamic system
of education passed to Hausslend Zrom Timbuktu, This
system had persisted through the centuries wherever orthodox
muslims were to be found, Shavkh Uthman read the 'ur'asn
with his father Muhammnd b, ©21i% snd leearmt sl-Ighriniyyat
and similar works from his Zhaykh, Ye learnt syntax and
the science of grammar from al-Xhulasa snd other works from

al-Shaykh Abd al-Rahman b, Hanede, e studied al-Mukht~sar
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under his paternal and maternsl uncle known as Buddri b,
al-Amin b. Uthman b, Hamm= b, . 1li. This Shaykh of his wss
learned and pious, well known for his righteousness and
the ordering of right and fortidding of wrong and for being
occupied with what concerned him, 3Irehu Usman imitated him
in character and deeds. He accomdenied him for nearly

two years,

After reaching this stage, the Shaykh went ta study
with Jibril b, Umar and accomprrn’ed him for almost a year
learning from him until he come with him to the town of
Agades., It is, therefore, believed that Shaykh Jibrilis
revolutionary ideas have grently influenced Shaykh Utch.nan
b. Fudi, Shaykh Uthman had a grest regerd for Jibril because
- of the latters knowledge, piety #nd nis struggle for reform,
There have been several attempts to determine the numerical
strength of the Shaykh's works v means of llisting, But
up till today the exact number is unknown,

However, this study Jid not intend to try to have the
exact list even if they have been compiled, it only intended
to try to have a brief mention of the Shehu's works,

among his works, is one published book called, Ihya gl-

Sunna wa Ikhmad al-Bid'a, This work appears to be the first

important work written in “rabic by Ghsykh Usman, In
comparison with his other known works, it is the most
voluminous, Another ilmportsnt book among his writings ig

Kitab bayan Wujub si-hijjira, followed by Kitab tanbih al-

Ikhwan, Kitab wasikat gl-Ikhwan, lur-al-bsb, Najmul Ilhwan,
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Kitab Usul al-din., These are sowme of the important writings
of the Shaykh, According to some sources said that Shaykh
wrote over one hundred hooks, Besides, he had other books
such as Qur'an and books on theology snd other subjects
which were not written by him but he only privately possessed
them in his library.

" The next prolific scholar in the Sokoto Csliphate
#as Shaykh Abdullahi b, Fodio of CGwsndu, He contributed
greatly in the building of Sokoto Caliphate, Atdullahi's
works also covered varicus Subjects'such as Arabic grammar,
principles of Islamic jurisprudence, Islamic Law etc,

Among his writing are as follows: Diya ul-Sultan, Diyaul

Hukkam, Daul Musalli, Alfujatul Usul, These are some

of the important writings of this great scholar in their
struggle to establish the Solkoto Caliphate and in promoting
private library collection.

' The next among the three prominent leaders of the
Sokoto Caliphate was Sultan Pello. Born in A.D. 1781 and
died in 1837, He was said to have studied very widely and

studied sbout 20,000 books, Fecause of this the strength

- of his scholarstic and private librory collection can never

be doubted, Among his important writings is the famous

Infag ul-Maigur, This is one of the prominent writings

published in a form of books nl-Adab, Kitab Rafil-Ishtibah,

This kind of books sre rare bocks,
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Apart from Muhammad Béllo, other sons of Shaykh
Uthman like Muhammed Bubari, Aliyu Dabba and Isan Kware
were also noted for thelr significent contributions to
the development of scholarstic and private library
¢ollection in Sokoto Caliphsate and the entire Hausalond,

The other impoftant contributor is Gidado Tbn Laima
who died in 1851 and who was the immediste successor of
Muhanmad Belle, he was also nn intelligent and erudite
acholar who contributed immensely in private library
collection as well as scholarly ~ctivity in Hausaland,

He also wrote some books., Such os Dawd 21-Salihin and

fl-Kashf wal~bayan, The other books of his were mcstly

penegyrics to his immedinste successor.

Similarly we have another great scholar known as
Abdulkadir b, al-Mustapha, best known ss Dan-Tafa., te
wes one of the great scholars of 19th century Sckoto Caliphate,
He was born in 1804, His father wes Malam Mustapha b.
Muhammad al-Torodi, Abdulkadir's mother was Khadijah, the
eldest daughter of Shehu Usman, The distinguished herself
with Sufic and literary trends, She composed many ﬁoems in
both Arabic and Fulfulde langucges, |

Abdulkadir contributed immersely in both two ficlds
i.e., the scholarstic activity snd the private collection,
He was the suthor of more than fourfy books on different
Islamic sclences, He composed many poems in Arabic languege,

He made significent contributions to Sokoto litrature, He
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translated into Arabic a poewm cocuposed in Fulfulde by
Nana Asma, the daughter of “hehu Usman, the little of tlie

translation is "Mawsafat al-Suden, -

The following are some of hig books which he wrote

on philoosophy, literature, history and Sufism. In history

he wrote Rawrat al-Afkar oand Mowsufnat sl-Suden, and Sufism

snd philosophy he wrote Kashf »l-{-ids wal Rayb and 3l-Futuhat
.

al=Rabbaniyysh, In literature tl'ere is Diwan Abd al~ Cadir

b, Mustapha i.e. a (collection of his poems) and thare is

Musamarat al-Habib wal Muscyorat al-lMujib, From this

information above we can sav thot Mglam Abdulkedir Dan Tofa
was among the 19th century liousaland scholars and at tle
same time a private library collector,

Another scholar who contributed greatly in this
field is Umar Falke,
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE FQUNDER

is1 ihe Biography of Weziri Gidado

Vaziri Gidado was born in 1865 in Kano City, His
father lMalam Mustafa belonged to one of the Fulanl clans
that hailed from Marwa a town now situated in the
Federal Republic of Cameroun.(ﬂ Malam Mustapha's father
was Ialam Abubakar who had fifteen children including
Malam Fustafa who was the last borm. Wazirl Gidado's
father was 2 learned scholar who knew the Qur'*an by
heart, He came to Kano on route to Sokoto in search of
Islamic religious knowledge, He stayed in Sckotn for a
number of years and settled at Yakassi Quarters. It was
there his sons Malam Ahmadu and Muhammad Gidado were
born, After gometime Malam Musgtafa died in Kano leaving

......

his two sons,

Both Malam Ahmadu and Malam Gidado continued their
study of Islam. They travelled to Sokoto for further
studfes, When Muhammadu Gidado acguired some reasonable
degreae of knhowledge we returned to Kano and settled
there paving occasional visits to Zaria where he studied

under the famous Iglamic scholar Umar al-Wali.(z)

Muhammad Gidado continued to teach his students who

were maginly his children,

/
{

' ’ : -
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The late Muhammadu Waziri Cidado
1865-1937
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During this time Malam Gid-do ‘ecrme scguainted with

thg Emir of Kano Muhamm~u ﬂ?“?SiB} iong before he
became Emir, Muhammad Gi“r~do sonn became his confidonte,
When the British occupied the city of Kano in 1903
Muhammad Abbas was appointed win emir Of Kano to

replace Malam Aliyu, On "...co~iis the emir of Kano,
Muhammed /bbas appointed ! -1l-n (idado to be incharce

of the Sheri'a (Judicirrv), e l:ter became the Chiof
Judge (0adi al-gudat) of the +"ole emirate, He held
this office for six ye-rs ~fter -hich he was appointed
ta the pvet of the YWaziri (virier; of Kano, He continued
to be incharge of the judicirry ~nd wasTaMKed the mogt
senlor of the emir's councillors, e ecorved a3 the
Waziri of Kano for the rest »7 {Ie reign o emir
Muhammadu Abbas, through th~t ol emir Usman II tr_ 15 40-26)

up till the reign of “bdulleki D-yero (r, 1926-53 ),

4:2, Waziri Gidado's Tri» to i r*lnh

One of the most iwmori »* rsvects of the life
and activities of Waziri ‘idede ves his trip to iiakkch
in 1931 to perform the nil.rin-ze (Jlajj). This tri» is
important not only to thwe rripri himself but to the
development of Islamic stvdies ord the Shari'ah in
particular to Northern ‘i eri:., “he trip opened up
new horizong for the Ul-n1~', ' = icdens, new books

and new ways of thinkiar «r-re inmtroduced into northorn
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Nigeria through this sin il-» vist of the Waziri, It

is not the place To exprnti-to o this rise and develop-
ment of the Kano Law School, i-ro sufTtcve fe to sov

that it was through the c¢”Tori Ioresight, and progrcssive

outlook of the Waziri th-t ti.c . ~no Law School come

into being.
Malam Gidado travrllec " road from Kano to the
Sudan as was then the custo:, "1 those days =zir tr-vel

was not known, Most pilrris tr-velled on horse bnclt or
on foot., In 1931 Malan ~i“~fdo * ~¢ ziven a Kano Native
Authority vehicle to tr-rs -t 2im from Kano to the
Sudan., He was accompanicc b tvn of his seniarsons,
Malam ‘Abubakar (who later Y~c~ ~ the Waziri of Knno,
and Malam Aliyu who lator bec-7e o Judge {(an /1kali,,
These two sons of Waziri "ic-de tere learned in Islavic
Studies and one of them i'~1l- ™uliskar was able to

record his impressions of ie Tri» in » Hausa manuscript

entitled, "Yaye Duhum ’‘sh-. .1 =- ‘-ramaini",

During the Waziri's <o-our.. in Khartoum he wns
able to visit a model Isl: iiyvy-i. College in which 211
aspects of Islamic Stuii s ~r’ T"e Shari'ah were t-u: ht,
The College »nd its octiv'tices iL'rressed the Waziri
very much to the extent t -t > : chowed keen interest
in establishing a simil~r cc 20l in Kano., He talked
to the authorities who ~rv~~ « for a similar school
to be known as the law sc. o0l i< e established in

northern ligeria, These t-1k “ock nlace between 1933~3h.(h)
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This school is the one ti:-t -0 secuently became theo
school for Arabic studics, - n, mong the first betch
of students of this school = the late Dr, iliyu
Abubakar who is considcered © e the doyen of Arabic
letters in Nigeria, the l-te .~ Muhammad Dan mnu,
poet, scholar; and a on Ti-e :li>f Imam of Kano and
Malam Sambo, former ''~1i of "---ndu wvho is a Jurist -nd
an esoetic in his own '7Titic”,

The estahlishment o7 1 = ' ~no Law School was ~ot
the only contribution of ' ~1~ “idndo to the develawment
of Islamic and legal cducstiion n Higeria., Earlier
on in 1928 he was instruront~1 3in setting up a trainirg
school for judges (alkalri' ~.¢ other court personncl.
(muhutai), The school *r~s kry'r & the judicial school
and was hesded by a renomed T-1-mic scholar Malan
Sulaiman who later becciie t e -Ii of Kano, The present
Waziri of Kano Malam ‘hehu . il co was one of the first
pupil of the Judicial sciwce?,

Malam Gidado was ~ vers (ile scholar who was very
fluent in Arabic languoye ¢ v-s well-versed in all
the branches of Islamic stvdi-s, He was a teacher, an
author and an able adminisir-tor, '"'e used to teach hisg
students (who were mnirly o cildren and kinsnen
before going to the eunir‘s 1 ce .Jor state affairs,
Looking through his bin i~ Yy ~1e is reminded of
scholars like the celchr 1od D il-wumad al=Ghazali
(a, 1111 n.D.), Muham ~d it»n ¢ l-Karim al-Magbhili
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(d.1505 A.D.) and Abd al-Rahman ibtn-Khaldun-wha_combined -~

sound scholaship with statecraft in their activities

so well without letting either of the two suffer from

neglect, He left a number of books and manuscripts . _
.. over-two thousand Tive.hundred (2,500}, which have bagg _ —— ——

the main object of our study. Malam Gidado died in

1937 leaving behind thirfy‘two children.(s) First of

‘whom twenty are alive to (their names are listed in the

footnote)., Many of the chiidren of Waziri Gidade

as well as his grand-children have distinguished

themselves in scholarship and public life, Prominent

“_“lslg@¥§ scholara_amongﬁhis“childrnn_inclugghthe late
Malam fgrahim-C1gari, the Waziri Abubakar, .
~Waziri of Kano Malam Shehu Gidado, the Ima;tzzh:::ZZTE““"‘-h.‘\
Muhammad mosue, Malam Isa Waziri, Ambassador Malam .
Muhammad Rufai, Malam Aliyu Muhammad Gidado who is a
retired area court Judge ( an Alkali), and Malam Salihi
Muhemmad a one time Permanent Secretary in Kano State
Civil Servicé. Two of his children were lucky tn
have succeeded him not only in his capacity as a
prominent scholar but also in his position as the
Waziri of Kano. We give biref outlines of their career

below,

L:3. A Brief Biography of Mﬁlgg Abubakar Muhammad
ado- lhe Waziri ol Kano,

Malam Abubakar Gidado was the second son of

Muhammed Gidado after Ibrahim Cigari., He was borm in
Kano in 1908, He was admitted into the Provincial
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Waziri Abubakar
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Sehool, Shahucl in 1915 when he was seven years old,

In 1921 he went to Katsina College. After graduating
from that famous northern Nigerian College he returned
to Kano in 1927 and begean a career in teaching, He

was approinted the Headmaster of the Kano Middle School,
He travelled to Makkah on pllgrimage with his father,

On his retum from the Holy land he was moved to the
office of the Galadima of Keno and in 1934 he was
transfered to the Native Authority Treasury. In 1941

he wes appointed Chief Scribe in the office of the
Ciroma who wes then inchsrge of the whole District
administration of Kano emirate. In 1949 he was appointed
the District Head of Ungogo with the title of Dokajin

| Kano, In 195 he wes transfered from Ungogo to Wudil

but after three months he was transfered to thé Head=-
quarters and was charged with the responsgibility of
being the emir's Councillor for Health and Hygiene.

In 1957, he moved to Zakiral as Councillor without
portfolio. In 1957, the Emir of Kano appointed him the
Waziri of Kano. Waziri Abubzkar was a well-balanced
scholar who was at home in both Arabic and Islamic
Studies as well as modern westerm education, He was

an guthor, an insatiable reader and an excellent states-
man, During his tenure of office the judiciary (i.e.,
Area courts) was transfered from the local administration
to the regional government, He later became iricharge of

the police who were also transfered to the Federal

Service, Among his books are Kano Ta Dabo Cigari
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on the political and culturzsl history of Kano up to
the reign of emir Muhsmmad Sanusi, an up-dated edition
of this book has been published by his son Alhaji
Ibrahim Abubskar, Director General in the Kano State
Civil Service.

Waziri Abubgkar left a number of books on various
subjects in English and Arabic. He died in 1971 and was
succeeded by his junior brother Malam Shehu Gidado
as the Waziri of Kano, He has left behind him a number
of children many of whom are well-known senior civil
servants and prominent public figures, May his soul

rest in peace, Amin,

Lk, ﬁ.prggr Biography of lallam Shehu Muhammad
Gidedo, the present Wazirl of Kano,

Malem Shehu Gidado is the third son of Waziri

(Gidado, He was born in 1910 and he completed reading

the Cur'an at the age of eleven, He continued to further
his knowledge of Islam by studying all aspects ef
Islamic Studies including Jjurlsprudence (figh), theology
(tawhid), Qur'anic exegesis (tafsir) and 211 branches

of Arabic language and Hadith, He read under his father
lMalam Gidedo. In 1928 when the emir of Kano Abdullahi
Bavero established the judicial school Malam Shehu was one
of the first eight pupils who were admitted into the
school, After his graduation from the school he was
appointed to be the Deputy Headmaster of the school.

He held that office until 1937 when he wea given the



The Present Waziri:
Alhaji Shehu Gidado Displaying the books he inherited
from his late father Waziri Gidado.
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added responsibility of loc™i > rfter the school librery,
In 1938 he was appointed "= % ¢ “eputy to the Chief

Gadi in XKaduna, 1939 lialr* "ol wes appoinkd as the
deputy Chief Imam of Ii-no ¢ in 1960 he became a

member of the emir of i "nc cv'reil, He held this o7 ice
for twelve years, In 1702 [~ “nconie the Imem of . bdullehd
Beyero Mosgue which is noul-»! - "nown as the Waje
Mosoue at Fagge.

Malam Shehu Gidado succoe’ ol his brother the l-te
Malam ..bubskar as the .-7ivi of ! rno in 1971. He hos
been a member of the imiris covtecil since then 2nd
he has continued to te=ch i " ig official residence
at Tudun Wuzirci, He te-~c’.~s .71 iionday tp Frgday in
the ofternoon while on -t -5 rnd Sundays Ne teogies
in the morning, Malam 53¢ v i¢:do is a very learned
scholar, pious and unassu-i'~, ¢ has been to nilrringe
seversl times and has DLeen i Te fore-front for the
establishment of the un -) ~on- i'uslims in Nigeri-,

He has a2 number of childrcr =7 e of whom are oecupying
promiment positions, !'e ii' ~rit-~? wmeny books from his
father and has continued to w:* more during his trizs
abroad, He has over on2 ¢ av~r7 volumes in his nriv-te

collection,

4:5. Earl ar dk~3i lr-ed wufa'i, his
1fe and Contribution

Falam ~Ahmed Rufai in '~ ~ecvefith son of YWaziri
Gidado. Born in 1916, ' ci-prt ¢ hig Our'anic educ-tion

one /.sma'u. When he was t "1~ “‘o-rs he entered oh-iuci
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Ambassador, Ahmed Rufai (rtd) Displaving the books
He inherited from his late father Waziri Gidado Born
in 1916,
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elementary school were he spent two years, By 1930,
he secured admission into the then middle school,
After completion df the middle school; later proceeded
to elementary training school, where he completed it
by 1936 and took the teaching profession, By 1941 he
was assigned to establish st;ffxoffice popularly
known as public service commissigﬁgmwhich was under
the native authority (N.:\.). In December, 1958, he
got a2 scholarship to 3udan where he obtained a.Gfade IT
teachers certificate at one schoel called Bghtaruda,
When he came back he was appointed Principal of Arabic
Teachers' College, Gwale, By 1961 he was appointed
Ambassador to Saudi-Arabia by the then Northern Nigeria
under the powerful leadership of the late Sir, Ahmadu
Bello, Sardauna of Sokoto, later he was transfered to
Peakisten, Congo and Higer Republic, By 1969, he came
back to state attachment as Kano State Chalrman, Public
Service Commission, In 1975, he was transfered to Rural
Development Agency as Chairman, later by 1979, he

became the Chairman, Kano Municipal Council after 1879

election, Later. the council was dissolved by the Governor

Rimi because of the political differences, In 1983, he

entered election and won senatorial sest under PRP

umbreller, He spent 80 days on the seat, then Buhari
regime emerged., He is presently on his own private

business,

CRANIS IS e - . -
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L:6, Hig Collection

izl am gpmed Rufai's collection originated from.
his father the late VWpziri Gidado., He inherited o
number of books, Since then he realized the impertance
of books end documents for his perschal use and the
use of his children. iz c¢ollection is made up of
materials mostly on Islawm, The subjects of the religious
moterials range from "iastory snd vhilosophy of Islam
ns well as history of Caliphs, muslim scholars smd its
Talfsir, There are also some books waritten in Hause
derling with some Islamic subject, Acccrding to ¢y
interview with him he said his total number of books
”will reach abowt 300 copiss including some journa&si

At pesent he 1s writing on_two books both in

.the area of jurisprudence, The first book gives detall
explanation about inheritance. It is chapter by chapter,
gll in Arabic language, The titlie of the book is
(Umdatul-Mirasi) li-Ahmad Rufai gl-Kanawi~ i,e,,
(P1llars of inheritance)., Alsc the second book is in
a form of poem on one femous (figh) book called
Al-ihdhari. He ssid he ig writing these two books under
the supervision of his senior brother Waziri Shehu,

h:7, Zarly Yearg of Imam Iss Waziri, His scholarly
life and Contritution,
Imam Isa Waziri was the fourteenth (1lLth) son of

late VWaziri Gidado, He was born in 1924, After circumsicion,

.
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Alhajd lsa along with his brothers were told to start
schooling at home, receiving instructions from one

Malam Mamudu, This school did not stay long, for when
Wazirl Gidado was preparing to make a pilgrimage to

Fecca in 1932, Alhaji Isa and his brothers were transfered
to lissallacin Jalli (Jalli mosgue) in Yakasai Quarters

to gttend the school there under the instructions of

Malam Imam of Jalli mosque,  '

The judicisl school, Kano, was initiail; serving
as a preliminary institution from which successful
candidates gain admission into the then Maliki School
of Law, Malam I'sa wag successful to gain admission into
both school and completed them successfully by 19L2,
The remarkable achievement he derived from the schools
included the fluency in Arabic languagej Islamic Law
and other discipline, Malam Isa took up teaching
appointment with a Syrisn privete school of one Mr, Durr,
It was situated at the Syrian quarters, Kanog It was
popularly known as Kantin Kwari, After that Malam Isa
resigned from the teaching line and joined one Mr, Shour,
a licensed buying agents (L.B.A.) in Gwarzo. This idea
sounded very nice to Alhaji Isa who was then tired
. of receiving very meagre salary. Malam Isa did
not stay very long in the Jjob of business. Lastly,
he resigned his services from the Shour business in
1950, and Joired theldudicial Department of the then
Native Authofif; (N.A. in 1951), then he took up appoint-
ment-s5 Court Clerk (Mufti) in a Megistrate Court in



ALH. Isa Waziri

The Imam of Murtala Mosque
1 9214 .
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the city. By 1962, Malam Ise left Keno for Catro to

study Islamic Law at Azhar University, He spent five

years and return with Bachelor's degree in Islamic Law

in 1967. He secured teaching anpointment with Karno State.
Ministry of Education where he was posted to various
institutions in Kano., By 1972 "alam Isa applied for
transfer of service to be eppointed a Magistmte, Because
of constant transfer from one wnlace to another this
constitute a greatest haveoe to the development of his
private library as it was scid to be in one of these areas
that a vioclent storm togk off the roofing of his place

of residence and almost destroyed all of his books,

He was only lucky to have those books which were printed,
And even those that survived this storm, had their beautiful
bindings damaged or some of their pages mutilated. I.ater,
he was transferred back to Kaho metropolitan and served
in Shahuci Area Court in 1981, ile later sought for a
transfer to Ministry of Education where he was appointed
as the Vice-Principal of irebic Teachers' College, Gwale,
the posgition which he still occupiles,

Alhaji Isa Waziri's contributions towards the deve-
lopment of education particularliy Islamic education started
with his appointment as Chief Imam of Murtala Muhammad
Mosque. This position gave him a concrete grourd to deliver
sermons and preachings to the people of Kano, Alhaji |
" ~n is still contributing through lectures in schools,

public places and in Radio and Television programmes,
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Unlike his elder brothers, ¥alem Isa Wazifi was not able
to inherit some of his late father's collection of books.
This was because his fatber 7aziri Gidado died when he
was still young attending Judicial School, As such,

his library does not include materials from the lgte
Waziri Gidado's famous collection,

His library started with some few Maliki law school
textbooks and exercise books which he used during his
days in the school, the library later increased, However,
the most important event in the history of this collection
was his study trip to Cairo in 1962, This gave him an |
opportunity to get more collections., More materials
were'added in 1967, The strength of the collection is
over four hundred (1400) hooks and non boocks mkerials,

It embraces the major field of Isglamic kmowledge like
figh, Hadith, tafsir and Arabic grammar, Also Malam Isa
has keen interest in writing books and poems, He has
written about two hooks ard manv poems8 s¢o far. Among the
books written by Shaikh Isa sre: lMarriage in Igam, This
is the title of the book this work is on marriage and

its place in Islam, It discusses the different types

of divorce. And also the responsibilities of both husband
end wife in marriage accoirding to Islamic rules and |
regulations, The second book is titled Qur'an ard its
teaching (Xurani da Muujizojinsa) it is written in

Hausa language. This work discusses the Qurtan and its

teachings to all Muslims,
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4:6, Origin and Roles of the Title of Waziri in _ gT‘W
2ano. : e _ : P

"The word "Waziri®” have been derived from the Arabic |

word meaning representapive. In the early history of the
title of Waziri in Kano, there existed many contradictions !
as to the roles of this office because of the absence |
of g clear definition and roles of this positioh‘ This
state of affairs eontinued up to the time of Wazini
Alabar Sarki.- |

Traditionally, the Habe dynesty and early Fulani
administrators in Kano did not use the position of Waziri,
It was 1n the late 19th century when the position was
created by Emir Alu {1824~190l) that it became part of
the administrstion., This position was first occupied by
Megllam Ahmadu, the son of the hth Fulard Emir of Kam
Abdullahi Maje Karofi (1855~ 1883), who was appointed
by by Emir Alu (1894-1903), Because of the contradiction
of the office it was of the opinion of most people
thst the position was crerted to turban mgme of the
princes who had no tradition»l titles in hand, Later,
Ahmadu died in the battle of Kwatarkwashl snd -wmother
person was appointed to occupy the position, This new
Waziri called Malam Abdu was later removed and the
position was given to .ibdullshi Beyero, the son of'the
8th Emir of Kano Abbas (1903-1919), He was however |
later reassigned; the office wns strangely occupled

by one of the servants of the Emir's palace called



Danrimi Alabar Sarki in 1903, Tris wag on the orders of
the then newly arrived colonial administrators who
showed considerable lack of insizht of the traditional
ingtitution of Kano, This apvointment came aftar that of
Emir Abbas, in 1903 when the Furopean colonialist
conquered Kano: Therefore, “mir fbbas was the first

Emir during the British mile gnd similarly Danrimi Alabar
Sarki was slso the first Vaziri of Kano during the British
rule. The unorthodox system of arpointing Danrimi as

the Waziri of Kano brought about seriocus drift bhetween
him and Emir Abbas, Waziri Danrimi was szid to have

gETrown so'powerful to defy the authority of Emir Abbas,
This ugly situstion was arrested when the then Britigh

Governor, Lord Luggard visited Kano and order the immediate

removal of Danrimi as Waziri of Kano, Hence the responsibility

of appointing a new Waziri wess vested on the Emir,

Emir Abbgs became reluctant to appoint a new Waziri,
However, the Emir later decided to come up with =z new
criteria for selecting the VWaziri of Kano. This criieria
di gcouraged the appointment of "aziri either from tha
ruling house or its servants, ind added to the new
eriteria is that the academic gqualification any body
wishing to be sppointed as ‘aziri has to have, thus

he must be of a scholar and knowledgable. Az a result,
a defined role of the office of.the Chief Legal Advisor

to the Emir and head of the Judiciary in Kano (Islamic Law).
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Danrimi Alabar Sarki in 1903. This wag on the orders of
the then newly arrived colonial administratorsg who

showed considerable lack of insizht of the tradifional
ingtitution of Kano. This apvointment came aftar that of
Emir Abbas, in 1903 when the Furopean colonialigt

gonquered Kano; Therefore, mir Lbbas was the first

Emir during the British mile snd similarly Danrimi Alabar
Sarki was also the first aziri of Kano during the British'
rule, The unorthodox system of arpointing Danrimi as

the Waziri of Kano brought about serious drift between

him and Emir Abbas, Waziri Denrimi wes said to have

grown so powerful to defy the authority of Emir Adbas,
This ugly situation was arrested when the then Erltish
Governor, Lord Luggard visited Ksno and order the ?mmediate
removal of Danrimi as Waziri of Kano, Hence the regponsibility
of appointing a new Waziri wess vested on the Emir,

Emir Abbas became reluctant to appoint a new Waziri,
However, the Emir later decided to come up with a new
criteria for selecting the ¥Waziri of Kano. This c¢riieria
discouraged the appointment of “aziri either from the
ruling house or its servants, And added to the new
criteria is that the academic qualification any body
wishing to be appointed as %“aziri has to have, thus

he must be of a scholar and knowledgable. As a result,

a dafined role of the office of.the Chief Legal Advisor

to the Emir and head of the Judiciary in Kano (Islamic Law),
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From the gbove, it could be understood that before

the coming of Emir Abbas, the title of Waziri was
opened t¢ anyone the incumbent Tmir felt was suitable
for the sppointment without ary crifteria or quslification,
The rols of this office were not aven define in a manhner
that etuld allow the holder of tiw title to perfomrm
meaningful functions to the pslace, llowever, having
experienced the implications ¢ these inadequaciés
personally, Emir Abbas decided to define a role for the
office and attached some kind of guslificetions to it.
Since *hen, the laid down criteria is followed in the
selection ard appeintment of subseguent holders of the

title to date.

The hooks left by the Waziri have been distributed
among his childre:n 28 part of his estate, Almost all his
books are now intact although scattered among his inheritors.
iut because many of his children are themselves learned
men the books are kept in good condition and are in
current use, The children keep clrculating them among
themselves esnd continue to enrich the library legacy
of thelr father through bringing new books or accepting
#ifts of books fpem charitable Muslim organisations, A
number of scirolars speak highly of the Waziri's collec-
tion not only because of its size but also because of its
_ricidess in scholarship,

As an extension of the Gidado collection we also

save the collection of his son the late Waziri Abubakar,
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The books in this collection consist of volume he inhe-
vited from his father but they have not yet been distributed
among his own heirs,

We are covrivinced that the library of Waziri Gidsdo
end those of his descendants has much to offer us in
relation to the histeory and development of local and
private libraries in northern Nigeria, Hence the reamm

behind the pregent study.

4-9. Nature and Coverage of Waziri Gidado
Library Collection, B

Historical Development

Waziri Gidado's collection originated from his
father Malam Mustarha Ibn Abubakar who was also a learned
Melam as discussed earlier, After the death of his father
“agziri inherited a number of books. Since then he
realized the importance of books and documents for his
ﬁersonal usé and the use of his children and his followers.

Considering his background, orientation, religion
~a well as teaching and training he had, it islogical not
unexpected that his collection is made up of materials
notly on Islam and Arabic, Islam, being a complete way
of 1life encomDasses sall subjects and Waziril Gidado's
collection has considerable materisls treated from
the Islamic point of view, The materials were mostly
written in Arabic s#nd also those deelire with branches

of c¢lesasical Arabic.



}.10. Coverage of the Library Co}Lection.

The Library Collection of Waziri Gidado has a

stock strength of over two thousand five hundred {2,500}
including books, monuscripts and non-book materials,

It embraces the major fields of Islamic and Arabic

I'nowledge like:

figh (Jurisprudence)
. zhw (grammar)
hodith (traditions)
~60b (1literature)
LTavhid (Doctrine of divine unity)
“ngheh (Philology)
tnsawwuf (Mysticism or sufiswm)
~iyar (biographies)
nrikh (History)
‘“afsir (Commentary)
Serf (Syntax)
sustalah (2l-hadith;
1-Mantiq (etymology)
nlagha (metaphoricnl expressions)
Usul (fundamentals of jurisprudence)
/rud (poetic metres),

From the atove one could say that the materials
nostly were made up in Arabic language and its Ajami of

"asa and few other languages. It could be said further

that the collection covers more Islamic subjects and those

relating to the Arab and Muslim world (e.g., judicial
svstem), educational and economic system, The greater

sercentage of the collection is made up of Hadith, Figh,

nd fur'an,
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L2111, Analysis of the Collectipn, -

As steted earlier the bulk of the collection is
mede up of Islsmic and Arabic materials, OYapgccheck
and observation shows that the materials treated Qur'an
either as extracts of suras (chapters) or the complete
fur'an (made up of 11) chapters, there are many of these
for the purpose of reading only, that is without trans-
Lotion, There are then the trenslated areas in Arabic,

On Hadith (uslim tredition), there are meterials
on puthorities like Imsm Al-Bukhari who was one of the most
outstanding authorities on Hadith, another outstanding
suthorities was Imam Musiim, then memy others tefmed ag
OMHIHAIN, These nre people like Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud, Al-
Noasa'i, Ibn Mejah and so on, There are also some few |
other works on criticism of the Hadith,

Figh is Waziri+ Gidado's area of specialisation,

"5 ha has more materials in this discipline. There are
scterials on Ijma, fiyas, Ljtihad and other subjects.

i.08t importantly there are many works treating the Maliki
T.aw School. Imam Maliki is the person whose teaching is
being followed by lMuslims West of Mecca, These include

ot African countries including Nigeria (his home country).
There are materials treating subjects mostly based on the

T 0liki Law School, lMatters like Adab,'Ibadat (creed, prayers,
fasting, Zakat etc,), Mu'urialat (marriage, divorce, inhe-

ritance, personsl status, family matters ete, are adequately



trected) The collection also contains many interesting
sources written by the nineteenth century Jihad leaders
Lthmen Dofio, Abdullshi Fodio and Muhammad Bello) of the
iipusa states in the Central Sudan,

Some of the selected titles in the library,

according to their broad subject areas are:
FIOH (Jurisprudence)

(1) Muwadda Malik

‘2)  Al- Ashmawi -Sharh Mukhtasar,
(3) Jawahirul Ak1il

S Hulasalul Usul

5)  Al-Izziyysh

{6) Al-Ladhani

(7'  Al-Risalah

¢ 3) Al-Ahdhari

"9} Muzzahibul-Arba'at
£ 10) iukhtasar Halil Vol, I & II,
©11)  Hujjiyyatul Ikrer fil shkamil kadheiyyat
f12)  Al=-Ashah wamazairu fi kawadin wal-furu'a
(13) Addin wal Zakat Alal Mazahibil-arba'’at
“1ly;  Al-Mizanil-Kubra

(15)  Al=Mudawnatul Kubra

146) Hashiyyatul-adwi, Vol, II,

TAFSIR (Commentary)

{ Tafsir Curtabi
(2} Shzrh Manzumat at Qurtabi

(3 Tafsir Jalalnini

‘W) Tafsir Mufir

(5) Tafsir Fahrul-Znzi

(6) Dural-Samini

T Kitabul-rud anfa fi tafsir.
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13}
C4h)
(15)

{2)
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Al-itkanu fi ulumil Qur'an

Kitabul addi wal-adab min ayatul Qur'an,
Tafsirul ddabrii,

Tafsirul Ibn Kasir,

Tafsir al-Baidhawi

Tafsir al-Kashshaf,

Tafsir al-Jauhari Adandawi,

Tafsir al-lMunar,

HADITH (Prophet Traditions)

Sahih al-Bukhsri

Sehih al-Muslim

Sungn Tirmizi

Sunnan Abu-Dawud

Arbsuna Hadith,

Tanwirul Hawalik

Tadribul-rawns fi sharh takribul al-nawawi,
Al=hulum w2l Murjaro

Al~Targibu wal Tarhibu, Minal Hadith Assharif,

TAUHID (Doctrine of Divine Unity)

Hayatul Islam fi sifatullahi wa sifatul Rasuluhu.
Al-Habaik fi Akhbarul Malaik,
Al-Insanul Kamul, Vol. II.

LUGGAH (Philology)

Al=-Burdah

Al=Faridah

Al=Tulfat a2l-'/ardiyysh.

Miftahul Ulum

Ukudul=Jim~ni {il Ma'ani wal-bayan,
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NAHWU (Grammar)

{1 Kitabul akhbarul Nahwiyyin libasiriyyin, I
[ 2) Al-Ashahu wanna zairu fin nahwu, }
33 Al-Bahjatul mardhiyya fi sharhi alfiyyat,

(). Ibtn Al~akil~al-fiyyat.

(5> Al=-Kamus al~lMuhid {(Complete Volume) 1-ii,

BALAGHA (Metaphorical Expressions)

%) Asrarul~Balaga.

SIYAR (Bicgraphies)

Hayatul-idrdi,

™Y —

e . T
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Siratul-Nabiy
Kaghful~-Gummeti an Jami ul ummatu,
Sivatul Halebiyyvat, Vol. II.,

—

TASAWWUF (Sufism)

{1} Shamsul-muariful Kubra,

(2) Azwaj Anib fktiraful Kabair.

(3) Jawahir al-Ma'eni,

L4 tAl~Fath al-Rabband Wal Fa'l dataral-Rshmani,

¢y Misbshal Arwshi,

{6) Miftah al-Wilaya al-Kamila.
(7)  Dala'il al-Khayrst.

{8 Yaqutat al-Farida,

12, Arrvangement end Organisation

The Waziri library collection was originally kept
on shelves housed in one single room called Dakin littattafai

before his death. Waen the collection was to be distributed
4o tue heirs it wes then kept in boxes end locked in one

‘room., Thus the books and menuscripts were placed in boXes
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cccording to the subjects. One can therefore discover
that many coples of the Qur'an were housed in geparate
boxes, while books on jurisprudence (Figh) and other
discipline were also kept in seperate boxes, This art of
orgeniging the materisls is exactly of the conventional
way of organizing these manuscripts as practical today
by some contemporary trnaditional elites in Kano. During
my interview with Malam Ahmad Rufai, Waziri son of the
oner o0f the library under study told me that he had
orrenised his personsl collection according to subject
arens with author title catalogues kept in a book form,
hendwritten,

With regard to Waziri  Gidado's library no
catalogue of any kind has been found with the collection

in Dekin littasttafai,

Although Waziri Gildado did not keep any catelogue
sor his librery or at least it has not been discovered in
the library yet on preliminary investigation it was
discovered that all the material has been arranged

according to subjects,

{L.13. Acquisition and Maintainance

Acguisition is concerned with obtzining library
materials which invariably make up the collections of
the library and historically it used to be done by the
head of the library when libraries were by thomselves

amall 2nd administered simply.

In the privete library collections that existed

in the centuries thst pre~ this age, items were acquired
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into the collection through a number of ways. ITtems were
rurchased, owners emvployed, pmid copyists who copied
existing works. Items were received as gifts, Others
were exchanged or acouired in the process of wars,

During the libraryts early history selection and
acculsition were done baséd on the owners actual academic
needs, The collection wes solely financed by the late
Waziri Gidado himscls. As a person whose Job wss alwafs
rerding and temching eotc,, most of the materiala ecculred
were from the local book stalls commonly found ir many
"l ces around Kano, Kurmi market is an encient market
situsted in Kano city and most of the book stalls were
2uilt there, and the scholars used Yo visit there regularly
inorder te purchese their needs. One source from Alhajil
“hned Rufai spu of late Waziri Gidado said that, the late
Voziri Gidsedo usced to get his regular supply of books from
one bookw~seller from Kurmi market known as Malam Sa'adu
entd Malam Sa'adu used to get them from one Al-Tayyib
known to come from Libys, beside this there were two bWrothers
:1so0 came from Egypt, these two brothers sold alot of
hooks to late Waziri CGidado 23 well as clothes. During his
trip to Mecca it wes said that he stopped at Sudan and

purchased some volumes dealing with Arabic texts, And

-

on his way back from Mecca stopped ap EgypDF amd nwde «
Mulk puchase of some volumes, There were some Arabic

Journsls mainly from Suden and Egypl.
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sk, Use and Maintainance

The collection of late Waziri Gidado was widely
Used by himself and his children as well during his

lifetime, .

bz 15, Library Exchance Srrangement gy

The exchahge of publications between libraries,
lorrned societies, institutions and governments is one
of the established modes of acquiring library materials
the world over, Acquiring the publications which are not
sor sale in the market of hooks or not distributed in
t7e usual book-trade chamnels, also obtaining government
Mablicstions on a regular basis, and also using to best
sdventage the duplic-tes of a library and as well as its
own publications or those of the parents organisation, by
of fering them in retuwrn for publications not represented

-~ in the library's collection,

Yazirl Gidado undertook library exchange arrange-
wents during his scholarly life, He undertook the exercise
with sere great scholsrs among them was one Alkali Maigari,
This Judge was appointed by the late Emir of Kano,
sYdullahi Maje~Nasarawa, he was a famous Malam in the
nistory of Hausaland. Another scholar was also at Hadedia
colled Alhaji Bamzlli, Me acouired some books through
tris exerciss with scme of these people who happen to

nove two or more copies of the titles that attracted
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him, Hence, he usually acquired two copies of a particular
title anytime possible 50 as te facilitete Lhe sxchomge

deal.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMM Y, CONCLUSION AND RCCDNHENDATION§.

S:1, Summary of the Chapters

The thesis started by first giving a general back=-
ground knowledge about the whole work, Clearly stated
its purpose, problems and some basic hypothesis which it
postulated, It as well outlined its significance, scope,
1ixdtations and methodological procedures.

The thesis ther went ahead to review the related
literature of the study, Basically, the literature review
covered some prominent work like that of Professor Bichi
on Umar Falke and his library collection and that of Kani
whose studies covered the llterary activities of the Sokoto
Caliphate's ulama, it also cited works dealing with some
/ravic manuscript materials,

Subsequently, the histarical background of private
library collection and scholarly activity in Hausaland was
discussed, This covered three different periods viz: pre=-
Jiiied, Jihad and post-jihad, as well as the contemporary
periods., Some prominent scholars and their activities in
respect of each of the three periods were treated in depth.
This then followed by the major theme of the study i.e.,
the founder, Waziri Gidado, his early life, his training,
his trip to Mgcca and his decendents, his collection snd

its analysis.
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Collectively the study then brought all the findings
torether, and concludes by offering some useful suggestions
and recommendations for the further research of this kind,

it the end, there sre appendices encompassing firgt,
a defaiked bibliographical information of all “he works
consulted; and the interview administered for the purpose.
of collecting relevant information in respect of thisg
study, | : o

Wazirl Gidado was a learned scholar, a religieus
leader, and title holder, had succeeded to collect materials
whose quantity and quality were reasonably enough to form
privete library, He had allowed enough access to the |
collection and had made a good use oflthese himself, and
that is the purpose of any library or Informatjion materials,
Just like himself, the collection is of grest historical and
religious importance, If properly used it will be adequate
to cater for the learning requirements not the family
alone but for a number of people at any given time. As :
the content of the collection indicated, it will contribute
to the in~depth study of the Qur'an, figh, Hadith and
othier releted fields up to any level of academic performance.

In this concluding chapter this thesis would be
incomplete without making some suggestions regarding the
methods to go about studying and collecting such historical

‘e valuable materisl,
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(1, #&fforts should be intensified with & view to hunt

Tor thse materials with vigour and precerve them
with care. |

(2} ‘fthe importance of such an undertakiag for the deve-
lopment of indigenous research is very substantial,
touching as if deo, the areas of iiteracy, educational
development, as well as the relationshlp between
scholarship and tradition-l title in the history of
Hausaland, : e e e

(3} Librarisns should be prepared to help in rendering
professional advice to the >wners of privgte libraries
in the management of such libraries. Such advice
should include the maintginsnce of proper fileas,
and provigsion of the basic library tools for the use
of the private libraries. ' ' '

(L} Tt needs to born in mind that literacy development
is impossible without library services and that the
successful spread of tre latter would very much
depend on solid foundazions which seem to be best
provided by the storare, retrieval and dessininetien.

(5; The study of the life history of Waziri Gidado, his
decendants and the family library collection is
potentially significant, in that it has already shed
some light on an important individual traditional
title holder- scholar of the Hausaland.

(6 Thus such materials would provide adequate and reliable
information especially on the side of the records
of judiciary, Literacy and the need to reconstruct
the history of Hausaland from Agocumentry evidence
such as the personal libraries oi the treditional
¢title holdeps in Kano,
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{7) Tre life of Waziri Gidado examplifies this combi-
nation of the traditionsl title and Islamic learning.

(8) The study also did not only throw light on Waziri
Gidado 28 a malam but also did reflect on the
fundamental activities and methods of the tradition
of Islamic learning and scholarship as 1t operates
in Kano and Hausaland, - '

(97 The most importsnt thing now is that scholars should

be aware of the existence of the documents which _
could later be housed in a much more suitable place,

(107 TFinally, with the messive amount of this Islamic
iiterature in Kena and Hausaland in general, it will
only be proper to hope for the developmert of more
centres such as those in Bayero Univtrsity,_(Documant
Centre), University of Ibadan, Jos Musuem etc, for
the care and utilization of the documents.

'Finally, thé Waziri Gidado }ibrafy collection and the
discdssion made in Chapter three are all geared to reflect
Islamic scholarly activity in Kano and Hausaland in general.

It is therefore hoped that this study will f£ill a vacuum

in the direction of giving a balanced picture between aﬁ

intellectual history of Hausaland with reference to Court

maloms and title holders on the ome hand and the Islamic

intellectusl history of the Hausaland emphasising the role

and significance of the traditional title holders on the €ther.
Piccording to Waziri learning is a means to an end and nét ?

an end in itself., Private libraries have contributed te# the

W
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éstablishment of some institutional librarizs in Nigeria,
Flowever, the significance and the role whicn such libraries
could play to the general advancement of knowledge and
human race are yet to be realised in Nigerii, Waziri's
contributions to'the scholarly activities and the private
library collection as well as the role he played in the .
"ﬁosition'of Waziri (vizier) in ancient Kano was s noblelﬁ
one and unique, Examining the above statement very closely
it will be clearly seen that Waziri Gidado will definitely
fall in the groups of malams~scholars devines and Jurists
and £ title holde~, L also appeal to the rescarch fellows
on scholarly activities and the children of Waziri Gidado
not to mllow this noble work and valuable collection to
disappear like water running away into the sand without

any visible benefit to the community.-
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Adabe
Ajami-
Alim-
Amir-

Alhaji-

Awliya-
Bay'a-
Bilad-

Bilad zl-Islam
Dar al-Islam-

Faqih~
Fiqh-

Fasihi-

Ibn-

Imam-
Isnad-
Jamala~

Muslim=~

Shaykh=

Tafsir-

or

-_! [ . oot DT

83

GLO33:50Y

Literature.

(Heusa) Non-Arabic languages,
# learned man Fl, Ulama. .
amir, governor, chief,

One who performed the Muslim
pilgrimege,

saints, Singular Wali,
Alliegence,

lando

the abode of Islam,’

Jurist (Flu.) Fugaha,
Jurisnrudence,

‘n intelligent or brillient

person, One who can read, write,
and spesk ASTH,

Jen of ‘bbreviation, B, e.g.,
Muhemmed, b, Abu-bakr,

a leader, particulsrly in muslim
congregational prayers,

Science of Islamic traditions,
hadith, the chain of authority
of which such tradition is based,
Community,

a follower of Islamic religion,

an enrly venerable gentleman also
the Title of & scholar.

Txegesiss Cur'anic commentary.



Tasawwuf~-
Tasrif-
Tawhid-
wakoki -
Wathiqa=

pirh

Sufism: Islamic mysticism,

- Selence of morphology grammusr,

Thedlogy: doctrine of devine faith;

" poems; odes,

lettor, e.z. personal letter from

. one person to another.
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INTRRVIZY OUZS IONN.E\I

Could you please tell me your life hiatory?..

Do you under-take scholzrly activity, if so to what
extert?

Do you poseess private collection?

R T

What is the dominent subject srea of this collsction?

- Whet mre the methods amd meansg of .acquiring waterinls

for the collection?

How often-ds you use the.lmbrary anicl beslde you, who
tUses the 1.1bmary’p

Doee your library include rsre materials? 1f so, whlch
one s? o

Have you ever undertaken to write books or pamphkis on
any article? If yes, zre they published or not? 1f they .
are not published why?

What is your view about establighing snd maintenance
of peiverte 1ibraries in Nigeria?

What suggestions would you give to help vrivate librariles
Provide better gerviceg to the publlc°
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INTEAVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE

?

Could you please tell me the

Could you tell me the positio

this trsditional title "Wazir

1ife history of late

n and the erigin of
ine '

Could you explain the roles and analogy of the

holders of W

Could you explain to me his

Did he posses

aziri in Kano?

schdlg}ly 1ife?

g private library oﬁllection?

What inspired 1im to undertake this noble work of
collecting hooks?

;

What was the dominant subject

collection?

aprea of his 1library

Could you tell me what were his methods and means
of acquiring msterials for hi '

How 4id h
rg%aijf%, ‘celur;%

pid the librea

Has he ever u
or any articl
1f they are 1

drhen the ownlu
Could you tel
heirs? :

g library?

infﬁin +the collection e.g. interms of
3

oleaning etc?
ry include TaAre”

ndertaken to wri

e? 1f yes, are they publishe
ot published why?

r f this famous
1 me how it was

poous? .. .

te bocks.6r~pggphlets
d or not?

.

collection died.
distributed to the




