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‘The Importance of the School Library in the Teaching
and Learning Environment

H. M. Daudu

In .order to emphasize the importance of the school library in a teaching and learning
environment, the writer has taken pains to redefine the concept ofa school library and
stated factors which have necessitated such a redefinition.  Then she outlines some
objectives of school library. She has also pointed out the need for adequate provision of
learning materials in the library. Emphasis has also been put on the indispensable role
of the teacher in helping to shape healthy attitudes in the students on the use of the
sources of information that may be available in the library.

introduction:
What is a school library?

‘VV hen mention is made about school library what rcai_:'ily comes to mind is a

library in a nursery school, or primary school or secondary library stocked mainly with
books and that such a library is peripheral to the school curriculim. Mohammed (1998)
points out that this concept of the school libmry has gradually changed over the years as a
result of the changing roles of the library in schools as a by-product of increase in
information needs of learners and teachers and the increase in the variety of information
resources. Egbule (1931) and Mohammed (1998) submit that it is no longer fashionable
to talk of school library. The modem terminologies include ‘Instructional Material
Centre (IMC), Educational Resoyrce Centre (ERC) and Workshop for the Subjects of the
school Curriculum.

Several develo ::mcnt factors have been responsible for the new designations of
the school library. A description of some of these factors will help to make the point -
clearer. ) y -

A number of documents in modem times are electronically. procduced
instead of the traditional printed matter.  Electronic production -of
materizls seems fo be ‘better than the traditional printing in terms of
portability, usability, space for storage or convenience.

As a result of prcscnt day advancement in educational technology,
modern philosopby of education put great emphams on the use of multi-
media tzaching and learning,

The ideal library collection is more than baoks Journals and newspapers;
there are films, casseties, slides and computer software. It may sound
rather too ambitious to talk about computer software in school librarics
but we must mave with the times. Remember this is the 21* century, the
new miilennium,
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4. The hbrary is meant {o rmdcr al I-cmbmmg services to thc commmity 1t -'
serves.  The school library exists to serve the acadm:c ‘needs of the *

school as well as its social and cultural needs. .This call$ ‘for thc
provision of multi-media resources that would mhaneo tunhmg,

learning and personz] rcsemh . o]
Gbjectives of a School Library: . T
It is necessary to identify some of the cb;ec:wr.s of a llbrlry ina schcol scttmg. ;

A clear knowledge of these objectives will help participants of this programme appreciate |
the important role of school libraries for effective teaching and learning. Find below an ™ .

outline of some objectives of a school library. A school library is established in order to:

- support and enrich the curriculum which the school operates;

. " provide basic collections that will help to broaden the :leamer’ s
cducational experiences beyond the limit of his classroom experience.,

- motivate the -learner to read. for pleasure and not because he has an
assignment to subinit at a given'time or a test and examination to write;

- cultivate the habit cfmdcpcudent rcadmg in' student whether or not thc
teacher asks him to do so;

- provide teachers w/ith a variety of resource matcnals that wall hclp thcm
prepare their classroom lessons.

- cater for the diversities of interests of member of the school community |
by making revision for a variety of rcsourccs from which selection may
be made;

- keep teachers and studcn!s informed of latest dcvclopmcnts in their -
subject arcas because knowledge grows particularly in this modern age; -
and .

- teach ]rbr'.lry usgrs how to rcspecl‘. public property, ‘the rights of olhcrs .
and how to take care of books to kccp them from tearing. ) '

" The importance of the scHool library:

In tracing the historical development of the Nigerian Schoc] Library Assocmt:on -
Elaturoti (1998) cnumerated some programmes cmbarked upon by the association which
have brought into realization the aims of the association. One of the important -
programmes is the provision of guidelines, which will enforce the provision of libraries in
schools by governments, The Nigerian School Library Association, in realization of the
importance of scheol libraries, aims at encouraging the establishment of school libraries.

. Without school libraries it is impossible for school to makc meaningful Impact in the
icarning ability of students. .

There is no question in the minds of educators today about the growing need and -
.mportance of the library in the education of children and youth. It is cvident that sources®
of information are needed today than were needed in previous years, The school library
serves as the greatest of all aids to teaching because it forms the sparks of information
that pass from teacher to pupiUstudcnt This is the sole purpose of the school library,

. The school library is to provide books and other learning materials for the pupils
and staff of the school. Its resouices must relate not only to thc cxprcssed and anlu:!patcd '
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requirements ol all subject arcas and special interests of the sehool, but. also be able to
satishy the demand for books and materials for personal and individual use,
Sevondary sehool pupils are expected ot only o seek information. but o pv»
“eonsideration it and to apphytheir new -found know Iul--c tothe work at hand, They are
envouraged B form their osn opinions amd o express e, Every elTort should also be
made 1o eheourige the habit of n..ui:m. which van give satisfaction for the rest of the
stident’s hife, i
By Bgypt, sy back 1963, 1\‘..\1‘;1-.111' w Pewlhik 11‘172.217}. some mspc\.tors ul
school dibraries recommended that “the matio of books 1o the number. of pupils in.....
Libraries must not be less thaw 3:1 and that in schools with more than 300 pupils, a full
time Horarian must be appointed™. This goes-a long way to show how that country
recognised the importanee of the library in education. The significance of libraries is not
anly applicable 10 pupils or stidents but also 1o staff. In tact teachers have to appreciate
the signilicance of libraries belore they can encourage aiudu'th .
“The role of the teacher: -

It has been rightly observed that Nigerians are not a n..}duu. audience. Reading

materials may be made available but may, remain under-utilized beeause the users have
not dev cloped a good reading habit. There are practical waxs thromeh which the teacher

can promote wood reading habnts among his pLiplfs or sfuder o - Some examples are lsted
below:. ) 3 - :

.

I Chapter summary -This is not in hl;r'::- s, The methed can be
adopted for other disciplines. gt =k eon, BT

25 Reading reports - Mostly in the sciences. dek { N
3. Comparing and contrasting views of differens v/ ° or agiven opic or -

subject matter. This will encourage’reading of v, ¥ e v T
4. Aunswering questions that are based on parllculu. S O .-;r.

several related textbooks. = =

Thc sad thing is that when one looks at the n:ahty on the ground many sludcnls

do not know how to -cad and write; well. It will be very difficult, if not-impossible, i~
help such students promote the desired reading habits, ‘There,is no short cut'to. 1t. Onr
cannot learn well without knowing how to read well,

The teacher is a source of inspiration and guidance for mcanmgfu{ Icarnmg. He
is, therefore, 1|1d|spensablc in the promotion of learning. In the consideration of a good
educational environment, the teacher ranks first in the order of importance. The second

consideration in the order of i importance is the leamer.: Even though he is not an empty -

véssel that needs to be refilled, thic leamner needs to be: propcrly guided to enable him to
learn effectively. No other person is more qualified than the teacher to meet this need.
The third consideration in the order of importance is the world of knowledge or sources
of information. Sources of information abound everywhere in the learner’s environment

but he may not perccive them. He needs theassistance 'of the teacher to introduce these -

sources o him and teach him how to utilize them as learning tools.
It may sound strange but it is strongly felt that the time has come for teachers to
organize remedial programmes in the secondary schools to help students improve their
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reading skills. Otherwist, we shall comtinue to teach and graduate half of honsliterdte
wehoo! leavers. Dike (1998:13 7) opined that reading is acknowledged as a basic skill for
Information seeking and life long education, Therefore, it is only when students can fead
well that they can acquire this basic skill, ks c

Anuilier step to take it improving the reading ability arstuﬂenls'aad encouraging
them Lo make proper use of the library is that teachers should discolirage teaching and

learniig th ough handouts and copying of notes ulotie, Self learning through the above:

nained meihods must be encouraged at all cost because .of the obvious advantdges. -

Oladele (1987) cites several sources W show that students who have been guided to
develop hezlthy skills through the selestion and use of leaming resources often
demonstrate superior seademic abilities than students who have not had similar
privileies. . .. _‘ - ) .
T quality and the frequency. of the use of learning resources by the leamner
C e o e competence of the teachers to gulde him appropriately in the wise use of
v svailabic resourees, Observation has shown that a teacher’s reading habit and use of
fibrary resourees afleet his ability to motivate his students 1o engage in similar activitics.
Ilie weaches who regularly uses the learning resources in the school library will certainly
acquire hoowledae of the subject content. e will also discover a variety of learning
saterials 1rom which he may seleet 1o enrich his classroom teaching preparations.

The Neod oy Information Litevacy . '

For purposeful teaching and learning to.take place, it is felt that both the teacher

and thie fearner must develop the ability to recognize a need for information, o retricve
the reyuir . information, and o evaluate and wtilize it effectively. The American Library
Associaticn as cited by Amucheazi (1998), submits that information literate people know
hote 1o 1ind, evaluate and use information effectively to solve a particular problem or take
» decision irrespective of the sources(s) of the jnformacion. In fact, it Is often expressed
(at educazion is knowing where to get information whett one needs it. This is true of
both teachers and learners. But, it must begizt with the 1eacher who is trained to guide the
learininy process. . ; .

It is felt that the teacher ought to traasfer his acquired informatioh literacy 10 his -

studeits inmediately they come i contact with learing skills at every level of leatning,
The complaint is often, “We do ot have these learting resources.in the seliool libraries”
(where one exists). The situation is sofme schools is very pathetic. There is tothing one
e refer 1o as a library or libfary learning resources. How fithy the situation be

improved? - Teaclers shiould contifive to request for these facilities from thele pritcipals

who will in turs present the need Lo the state governments. % . :

Feachers could influence the iffipros ement of the situation by helping to establish
a function..| Parents Teacher Association which can make contribution towards provision
of these necds. It is believed that in this nevs miliennium, learners will be ushered into an
informaiioo age that will require them to analyse and iaterpret information to present it to
others i ~arious forms. They will also be required to forin opinions, make judgment
2nd decisions from divergent sources of information. n order 1o actualize this dream, the
teacher ltas an important role 1o play. ‘ ;
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The contribution of resourees materials (o gualitative edueation:

Phe 1ibrary s gold mine for teachers and pupils beeause it is o stare house of
organised instroctional muterials, the use ol which aceclerates and broadens teaching and
learning experivnees. As b reading, listening and viewing centre, the library remains a
basic amd an imdispensable requiremtent Tor quality edueation. The continuous use of its -
materials by teachers amd stndents, Keep them abreast with modern developments in
seienve and wechnology and other felds of learning.

Studies have shown that fearning resources contribute immensely to the quality
ol teachipe and learning.  Making relerence o such studies Fagbeja (1987) submits that
lindings of evaluative studies have conlirmed superior reading skills and note-taking
among secondary school students who areexposed to well equipped libraries. Similarly,
students in schools with good Jibrary facilities are reported 1o be significantly better | in the
aren of generalKhowledge and use of reference materials.

Fagbeja (1987) also cites a study which has proved that there is szgmﬂcanl' v

differense in academic performance between children exposed to-library - education
pru-'r.\mnhs and their counterparts who have been denied such facilities, it has also been
repofted that library education bridges the gap between academically and socially
advantaged and disadvantaged childeen. The report of the studiés referred to above have
far reaching implications for Gombe State in particular and Nigeria in general. They
imply that provision of appropri ite learning resources will improve the quality of school
products that are turned out year after year. The learner should acquire the skill of
exploiting learning resources for effective and productive learning. He should also
acquire the skill of inquiry that .s concerned with how to find information, where to find
information and how 1o use such information. Information for effective teaching and
learning is stored in library resources in their various forms.

‘Conclusion:

Perhaps it is not new to state that the library is un indispensable factor for
effective teaching and learning in the school setting. It is evident that there is an
increasing need for variety of sources of information to be made available to teachers and
students, It is felt that participant at this programme will not relent efforts to encourage
the establishment and equipping of libraries in their schools since the library is the most

. important aid 10 teaching and-learning. Learning can effectively take place where there is

information and the library is the source of information. 1t is hoped that teachers will
continue to teach by their own example how students shquld make the best use of library
resources to enhance their learning experiences.
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