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ABSTRACT 

It has often been claimed that users of English as a second 

language are never in full grasp of all the fundamentals of the 

language. The use of the English articles by many learners of English 

seems to lay credence to this claim. The problems often associated 

with the use of the articles have been rated high in different studies 

which makes the topic necessary for a detailed treatment. This 

study, therefore, set out to investigate the use of the articles among 

students in some secondary schools in Zaria. 

Three categories of articles use which were investigated are: 

a. the definite article 

b. the indefinite article 

c. zero article 

Two hundred SS II students from four different secondary 

schools in Zaria were used. The subjects comprised four groups of 

fifty subjects from each school. The test instrument consisted of 

sixty test items of the three categories of articles mentioned above 

with two essay topics. Subjects were supposed to write on one of the 

essay topics. The tests administered in all the secondary schools 

used were done under the same condition. 

The researcher was interested in finding out through the test 

administered the problems students have in using the articles in 

English. The findings revealed that many of the respondents had 

difficulty using the articles appropriately. The results showed that 

50.5% of the students did not use the zero-form appropriately; 43.9% 

were unable to use the definite article while 36.4% could not use the 
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indefinite article in some correct situations. Based on these findings, 

we therefore, drew the conclusion that article usage constitutes a 

problem for many students in secondary schools in Zaria area. 














































































































































































































































































