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ABSTRACT

FOREI GN NEW5S COVERACGE | N U. S. NEWSMAGAZI NES
1960 and 1970

Yusufu Abba, M A
Uni versity of Pennsylvania, 1977

Advi sor: Dr. George Gerbner

This investigation explored and anal yzed t he

coverage of foreign newseventsin Ti me, Newsweek, and

US News &Wrld Report in 1960 and 1970. It

specifically explored trends in'attention devoted to
vari ous geopolitical regions of the world, and various
subject-matter and their rel ated i ssues. |nternagazi ne
anal ysi s showed no differences. However, cunulatively

t he t hree newsnagazi nes reveal ed sone concrete trends:
(1) Dom nance of Wrld, Wst European and Asi an affairs,
and al so of political/diplomatic, mlitary/defense and
econom c/ busi ness affairs during the two periods. (2
Persi stence of 'cold war' and 'cold war-rel ated themes
on the cover stories during the two periods. (3) A
the international |evel there was greater interaction
bet ween devel oped countries and | east interaction be-
tween under devel oped countries. (4) A generally narrow
di spersion of foreign news coverage: nore about devel op-

ed and | ess about underdevel oped countries and (5 A
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general decrease in the nunber of foreign stories, but
a small increase in space allocation. Explanations for
these trends were suggested fromthe data, extra-nedia
data and ot her conjectural sources: certain regions
and subj ect-nmatter dom nated the coverage possibly be-
cause of greater U.S. national interest in and/ or
closer political-cultural affinity to those regi ons and
i ssues of events. 1960 being the edge of the climax

of the 'cold-war' period naturally denanded greater
attention to this thene, and 1970, though it sawthe

t hawi ng of the col d-war and the begi nning of detente,
yet had sone spillovers fromthe 'col d-war' period.

The third and fourth trends possibly reflected the
relative significance of various countries in inter-
national politics. The fifth trend prinarily reflect-
ed the turning away fromthe nmultifarious concerns of
the 'cold-war' period to a concernwth nore detail ed
anal ysis of events and issues. Possible consequences
of the trends on public opinion and foreign policy
were suggested and |imted research recommendati ons

nmade.



PREFACE

This study investigated the trends of foreign reporting in
American newsmagazines. Three newsmagazines were studied across two
periods, 1960 and 1970,- each set in different periods of global
events, The purpose was to e&plome the differential 'attentions'
given to various geopolitical regions and subject-matter. It is an
exercise in the growing need to monitor media content and explore
the elements by which the media draws 'images' and 'characteristics'
of foreign countries and people, and hence what agenda it set for
public discourse regarding world events. Such monitoring of media
performance is undertaken in the belief that we need to understand
the forces that define and shape our symbolic environment.

Chapter One is a general introduction, setting the world-
political antecedents of post-war ena;;dzuxexpandadcxmnunication
and a new world setting created new problems in international relations
and coonmmnications. The research pmoblem,andcxxxxginal ideas under-
lying the study are discussed. Chapter Two discusses the content
analysis method used. Chapter Three presents the findings. Chapter
Four discusses further the problems encountered and the possible mean-
ings, and implications of the study; it concludes with a number of
recommendations in this area of investigation.

This study is generally dedicated to all those who believe in
and work for better understanding among world's people, and to all

the researchers who dedicate themselves to helping us understand

adie



the new social technologies which are today reshaping our world.

I wish to acknowledge my gratitude and indebtedness to
Professor George Gerbner whose inspiration, insights and thorough
approach spurred my thinking into positively new directions. I am
also grateful to Professor Charles R. Wright whose ideas gave me
insights into the various dimensions of modern media activity and
cross-cultural studies.

I also wish to express my thanks to Mrs. Eleanor Moloney,
Mrs. Kiki Schiller and Mrs. Mary A. Blue (who helped me with the
typing) and to the other Annenberg School Faculty Members who'have
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CHAPTER CWE

I. INTRODUCTION

Post-War Setting

The speed with which news of events and happenings in other parts
of the world are reported is so fast that many people may be inclined
to take the modern mass media and their functions and consequences for
granted. Organizationally and technologically the mass media have grown
into a full and self-perpetuating institution in its own right; and their
presence, consequences and ramifications on other institutions of
society, and dimensions of domestic and international relations are
pervasive. Therefore the noed to understand the media, and the various
functions that they perform in international commmications and inter-
national relations, becomes more urgent. The fact that we live in a
world conprising of different nations and societies, at different levels
of development and technology, and whose systems of total societal
organizations are often different, underscores the wé;enc.y of this need.
Of course the mass media is only one of many other channels through
which citizens and governments of the different nations and countries
try to commmicate with and understand one another, yet the pervasive-
ness and speed of the media nekes it the primary source of information
for citizens and groups across cultural and geopolitical holmdaries.l
Let us briefly examine the mass commumnications and political-diplomatic
antecedents of the present state of the world, that links it to inter-

national comunication ‘2
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general decrease in the number of foreign stories, but
a small increase in space allocation. Explanations for
these trerds were suggested from the data, extra-media
data and other conjectural sources: certain regions
and subject-matter dominated the coverage possibly be-
cause of greater U.S. national interest in and/or
closer political-cultural affinity to those regions and
issues of events. 1960 being the edge of the climax
of the 'cold-war' period naturally demanded greater
attention to this theme, and 1970, though it saw the
thawing of the cold-war and the beginning of detente,
yet had some spillovers from the "cold—m.r' period.
The third and fourth trends possibly reflected the
relative significance of various countries in inter-
national politics. The fifth trend primarily reflect-
ed the turning away from the multifarious concerns of
the 'cold-war' period to a concern with more detailed
analysis of events and issues. Possible conseguences
of the trends on public opinion and foreign policy
were suggested and limited research recommendations
made.,
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jnternational and domestic.'? Schiller's approach here thereforé will
suggest the need to take a new lock at the new pattern of interw
national relations from the perspective of mass commmications. In
the next .secti'on we will again briefly look at how, in the transformed
world of the post war era, commmications between nations may help in
creating and maintaining world peace -~ from the perspectives of policy-

makers, theoreticians and commmication researchers and practioners.

Commmications ard World Peace

Today, more than ever before, the different naticns of fhe world
are economically and technologically interdependent, and indisputably
the peace of the world depends on cooperation and understanding hetween
them, through meaningful discourse and exchanges. However we live in
a world of numercus different social systems, each with its own peculiar
institutions designad to serve the system. Consequently the commmica-
tion system of each society not only serve the particular needs of that
systemB but also creates special 'images' about foreign people and |
nations for its own public. These 'images' are the outcom= of the flow
of information and 'messages’ between the systems. The mass media then
become one of the major sowrces of information and knowledge, factors
that are a prerequisite in the continuing interactions and interchanges
between the nations. Then the understanding of the communication media
of each country of the different countries from a comparative perspec-

tive becomes parampunt. Thus in abenchmarch study of the different
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press systems of the world Gerbner and Marvanyi asked the pertinent

and inevitable question, ‘many worlds or ale'?g

They were able to
show that each press selected what it considered inportant and from
that material constructed 'images' which it believed were the realities
of the outside world. .'mxzs.ead'l press system in its own way form images
which in the long-run become the reference maps by which the public
and government of one country views and treats the public and govern-
ment of other countries; this point is more succintly put forth by
Gerbner and Marvanyi.

"The reality of that world is presumably common

to all, but what each system selects and pro-

jects is clearly not the same. The differences

are not so much that some are 'biased' and others

are not as that all are highly selective, synthetic,

and proposive even if they seem to operate under

some impersonal code of 'news values' or of

'historical necessity.'"10
How does commmication through the mass media, contribute toward the
pronotion of world peace? This question has no easy answers, nor have
the problems it raises any easy solutions. However, the primary
belief by theoreticians and practitionersu is that the fact that
the mass media is more pervasive, has mpre quantity of information
for public use and .is more accessible to the citizen, makes it a
potentially more effective force in informing the public in a
responsible Irnnnerlz about what the state of the world is what caused
that state, and existing alternatives for the desired action. We
can then breakdown the above question into two (1) how in general

does commnication between nations pramte peace? and (2) how does
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the media in practice and/or in the eyes of policy makers, the
citizens, media managers, the theoreticians and the researchers, func-
timinmxrhawayastoprumtemderstandingmdpeacéinthemﬂd?
Quincy Wright has observed that the maintenance of peace depends
on a 'correct image' of the world as a whole, and on the guidance of
political deci&mhyhmledgaofﬂ:ewcbablerenctimtoemho:
ﬂnsystmaofactimabletopr&ipitatefnstiliﬁ.ez In their
simplest form information and knowledge are a prerequisite in the
fornulation of attitudes and policies,and in the determination of how
nations behave toward each other in all dimensions of international
relatidns. Therefore a body of common information and knowledge is
necessary to create a universe of discourse the framework within which
i:hey can jointly, but consciously, calculatingly and rationally do or
: undo things and agree or disagree about problems. Gerbner and

Marvanyi have observed and elaborated on this point:

"But how would we function as 'one world'? We

must assume that the ability of different people

to relate to each other depends largely on what'

they know — or think they know -— about each

other, when citizens of different countries

interact, they usually have some conceptions

about each other and about the rest of the world.

If these conceptions are based on a substantial

body of common knowledge, it becomes possible to

exchange ideas and to agree or disagree about the

same set of facts, terms and issuves. But if the

fact, definitions and assunptions are out of tune,

the discourse is likely to be disjointed."14
We can then posit that increased knowledge of the world may help pronote

/ world peace,15 and as Jerome Frank observed, the more conplete the
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information people have about each other, the harder it is, in general,
to maintain mutual hatred based on partial or distorted views.l®

Turning to the second question in this section we are on a more

fertile ground to see how the media, in practice and/or in the eyes
of policy-makers, the citizen, media managers, the theoretician and
the researcher, functions and operates to promote understanding and
world peace. The processes of political democratization and econamic
industrialization, all over the warld in the current century have made
government more open and flexible, and given the citizen mental and
material resources to participate more actively in the process of
gavenmtarﬂsocmlorganmmon It is within this context that
we can see how the mass media in its functioning may interact with
the government and the publics to create conditions conducive to the
pmumtimofﬁldpeace. In a broad way it is believed that the mass
media create such conditions through three major processes; Viz: (1)
agenda-setting, (2) public opinion formation and (3) influence on foreign
policy.l’ Oohen in his 1953-54 landark study of the press and foreign
policy underscored this agenda-setting function, about which he concluded:

"That is to say, then, that the press is

significantly more than a purveyor of informa-

tion and opinion. It may not be successful

most of the time in telling people what to

think, but it is stunningly successful in

telling its readers what to think ‘about'. It

is an atlas of policy possibilities, alter-

natives and choices.”"18
In this way the agenda set by the nedia becomes a framework of
reference for the citizens and on the basis of the information and

knowledge they thus acquire, they would, hopefully, behave politically
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in such a way as to promote world peacé through influencing their govern-
ment. On this matter Cohen added:

"For most foreign policy audience, the réally

?ffective political map of the world -— that

1s to say their operational map of the world —

is drawn by the reporter and the editor, not

by the cartographer."19 .
Clauss Mueller has added ancther dimension to it, by observing that in
the process of adult political socialization, this media activity makes
the public rore articulate and therefore more capable of influencing
their government at home and abroad.20 Charleé Siepmann has made
similar remrkes and observations.2l The public-opinion formation
process by the media, has been observed in the U.S. since the turn of
the century. Walter Lippmann, writing in 1920, cbserved that the
media creates the phenomenon called "public opinion', by which is
meant the popular feelings and attitudes regarding the issue or issues

22

wder public discussions. Thus since individuals get complex

. information, and great differences occur, the media creates a

compromise platform, and Lippman put it thus :

"It is not possible to assume that-'a world,
carried on by division of labor and distri-
tion of authority, can be governed by universal
opinions in the whole population. Acting upon
everybody for thirty minutes in twenty four
hours, the press is asked to create a mystical
force called ‘public opinicn' that will take
wp the slack in public institutions."23

The third process, influence on foreign policy, is also a well
studied phenomenon, though with no definitive conclusions. Many

~ foreign policy-nakers feel that the media does not influence their
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24

decisions,“” while on the other hand the media practitioners feel

that they have substantial effect on the development of the foreign

policy thinking of officials.25

The three processes, however, exten-
sively overlap and are in fact aspects of the same phenomenon; there-
fore we can legitimately view these processes as cumdlative over time, |
argl it is in this manner that they permit sensible and democratic
exchanges between the government, the public and the media; this re-
sulting in some implicit mutual agreement to promwte domestic and world
peace and minimize conflict.

Though nobody can definitively arque or conclusively illustrates the
direct relationship between commmications and world peace, it is
widely believed that in the long run hostility barriers will be reduced

and better peace and prosf)ects for peace achieved. %6

Stocktaking and Monitoring

It we accept the fore-going propositions then we should accept.
the need to conduct regular stocktaking, in order to discern the
trends and changing trends in the interaction between nations. We can
profitably do this by the regular analysis of the media and media
content, since it is this social force which' define ocur symbolic
enviromment, set our priorities and our public agenda.z'? The individual
citizen today, nore than ever before, rely on the mass media for his
day to day existence, and for the information and knowledge necessary
to make him an active participant in domestic and world politics,
rather than just a passenger in the train of history. This proposi-

tion has become an established fact in the United States and other



~Q
developed countries, andit-isbecomingmmmmdrmretmein
dzvelopimgcmmtriasliberacyarﬂméiameexpam r and as the
individual citizen builds more stakes and interests from increasing
economic affluence and political freedom. 2

Government diplomacy, usually conducted in secrecy, and very
conmplex, naturally leaves the ordinary citizen out. This and others
leave only the mass media as the more accessible, more plentiful
and, in some cases, more reliable, sources of, news, events and people

of foreign countries.2?

The trends of all social phenomena in the
media are indicators of the possible or probable directions of chan@a
The media chronicles these events and in some cases even lead in
speculating and interpreting, in a predictive way, the likely trends
and outcomes of events.>0 We therefore need to carry on regular
stocktaking and monitoring of media performance, because as
Charles R. Wright put it, it is 'the media's combined activities of
surveillance,correlation, cultural transmission and entertainment’
that need to be studied, because they set our agenda for public dis-
course and create the 'images' throuch which we perceive other people
and countries.3!
when media data is collected and analyzed and the results are
corraborated with information from other sources, policy-makers may
have before them sufficient information on the basis of which to
formulate and reformulate policies and to make appropriate and
responsible decisions. It is a big task and may have to be on small

scales,and by scientists in every part of the world.32
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This introduction has been made fairly extensive in order to
underscore the significance of cnummicat@ between nations, and the
need for a reqular survey of the media and media content in order to
get information that is important and useful to the citizen and which
myaidpolicy—rrakersandthecitizm.. The present study, though on
a small scale, is carried out within this wider setting and framework.

We now turn to the discussion of the research problem within the

conceptual.

ITI. WHAT THE STUDY IS ABOUT

The foundation for this study was laid in the Spring of 1976.
Then, I conducted a conparative study dealing with foreign news cover-
age by the New York Times and the Philadelphia Inquirer. It was an
exploratory study investigating the quantitative and qualitative
elements and characteristics of the coverage; though there were

significant differences in the quantity of the news, yet no significant

‘differences in their qualitative treatments were found These find-
ings lend support to the assunptions and views of Gerbner and Marvanyi's
study>> and to the proposition and findings of Galtung and Ruge.34

| The research problem is to investigate the ccveraqe of foreign

news in three American newsmagazines in 1960 and 1970 -- Tines,

Newsweek and U.S. News and World Report --— and to find the coverage

patterns of nine geopolitical regions of the world and the subsequent
treatment of events and issues in those regions. Why conduct such
a study? Primarily for the need of collecting data andgetting some

insights into different organs.of one single press system; the
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accruing data from all such studies could then be used for move
énnprehensive sophisticated and large~scale comparative studies in
international commmication. Intermational commmication is a much
talked-about area but its dimension of comparative international
communication has often been neglected or 1ighf_:1y treated. 3 By
studving foreign news in any organ of the media that has national
circulation and is ‘presumably' infleuntial on policy-makers and the
business and industrial commumnities, we can hope to have information
that will throw some light on the behavior of the different publics
and the government of a country toward other countries and other
i:eople. This is mo ordinary task, but it is in the émall beginnings
of my study and simllar. studies that substantial data can gradually
be built and generated.¥® In addition it will examine the four pro-
positions of the Galtung-Ruge theory about foreign news in the domestic
press.n More will be said on these propositions later.,

‘what are the general views and theoretical assumptions under-
lying this study and the problem it tackles? These can best be
appreciated if we look at the characteristics of and views about the
magazines, and by extension the press in general, the mg?;zine world,
foreign news in tha press, and the regions a.nd pericd covered and
involved 1n the study. Newsmagazines, essentially a product of the
20th century, evolwed primarily to provide news sumuary and opinion,
chiefly for middle class readers who have little time to spare for
the more bulky daily newspapers. Kiplinger writing in 1936, not long
after the newsmagazines have made their debut on the market scene,

argued that the raison-de-etre of newsmagazines is the provision to
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the reader with news and opinion through detailed background and
interpretation of the news events.sa He concluded:

"The poor reader! Why the poor reader? Be- '
cause he has to read so mxh to get a bit of

light. wWhat is the remedy? Two things: first
brevity, second interpretati.on."39

And he suggested that it would be this conception which will continue
to be at the core of newsmagazines. Unlike nsdspaperé, newsmagazines
are generally not rushed or understaffed and hence their presentation
of events and opinions is well laid out and more consistent.40 'It is
some time assumed that part of the potential or real effectiveness of
the newsmagazine stems from both its simple style of writing and

from its middle-class-oriented readers. 1 Worsely put the structure

and operation of the newsmagazine in a graphic way:

"They departmentalize news, print short con-
versations, concentrate on news rather than
opinion in summarizing, maintain no direct
editorial policy, develop highly original
styles of writing, winnow out duplications,
repetitious and unnecessary details, take
time to provide hisotical background, use
pictures, draw special charts to make complex
material clear, play up letters to the editor,
delve into news areas neglected by newspapers
(e.g., fine art, science and medicine) and
develop sources throughout the world untouched
by wire services."

John H. Schacht has maintained that it is these characteristics which
make them wield influence, on the public and policy making, on a scale
bigger than their circulation would normally warrant.43 In a survey

trying to find the leading sources of events and opinions for reference
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he found that the newsmagazines were more frequently mentioned by
editors and congressmen.?¥  The impact of the newsmagazine, and the
high level quality of its production and performance,?> have been noted
by many other writers., 46 Normally the readership of newsmagazines is
about three times the size of their actual circulation: people pass
them round, and peers discuss issues of common interests that appear

in them.f'IP For exanple, Tirré, Newsweek and U.S. News and World Report

have each a circulation above one million and collectively have a
circulation of 6,000,000 but with a total readership of 15,000,000
people. 48

What is the compositon and nature of the newsmagazines audiences?
What is the potential impact of newsmagazines on the world affairs
thinking and behavior of the audiences? With the three magazines of
this study certain statistics have been established. In his 1959
study, Hero found that of all readers of the three newsmagazines, 2%
- were grade scholars, 7% high scholars and 21% college graduates (who
number about 7 million), in addition to the ‘fact that in 75% of all
lmesthataubscl;ibe for any of them at least one member of the family
had been to college.?’ These magazines reach 40%-60% of all college
students and most of them claim to gain more knowledge from these

50 About 3 million Americans who had not

magazines on world affairs,
been to college read tlm,a:;d these particular adults appeared very
dynamic and successful in life.®! fhe subscribers nostly come from
the middle-income group, the average annual incone being: Newsweek

$13,226, U.S. News and World Report, $15,009 and Time $11,386. Most
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of the readers were urbanites and suburbanites and cosmopolitan in
outlook. On the social and political behvior of these readers Hero

reported:
"Those who are active in civic life and take
who are community leaders in twelve cities in
1955-57 read one or, often, several nmmgzinea."f’z

Thus newsmagazines are potentially very influential on policy-makers
and the foreign policy audience, especially leaders of industrial,

Overall World Image in the News Media

It has often been said that there is an assymetrical distri-
but;i.m of 'attention' by the news media, toward different regions of
the world and also the subject matter they reported.>-

Herbert I, Schiller believes that the multi-billion dollar investment
of U.S, corporations abroad and the need f.or their prott;ction using
cultural instruments necessitates the regular and more detailed in-~
formation from areas where most of the investments are, and hence there
is more European news than Latin American or African.Sq However,
Galtung and Ruge, concluding from their study of foreign news in four
Norwegian newspapers, identified four other major factors that allow
for what foreion news is selected and for the subsequent unequal dis~

tribution of attention to differeng regic:»n.55 In addition to unegual
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distribution of attention toward the different regions it is believed

that there is also an unequaldistribution of attention toward subject-

56

matter, with more reporting of sensation and crisis events. Gerbner

and Marvanyi noted the unequal space allocation in U.S. newspapers

mnparedtosizesofregiom.ST An IPI study of global flow noted

thatﬂnU.S.papershaveﬂnﬁmllestspaoedemtedtofomignm.ss

Jamasﬂ.narklmnfomdt}utbatinmicanpresadevotedabwtm&

of its news space to U.S., while U.S. press devoted only about 5% of

59

its total news space to Latin America. He commented: ;

"It has become a truism that it takes a revolu-
tion to get Latin America in the U.S. news. This
is a puzzling fact that belies not only the vast
amount of dollar investrent this country has in
Central and Latin America but also the strategic
importance to us of the Latin American republics
in the world power st.mggle.“so '

He further noted from the wider policy and intemational political
implications that:
"Those who believe that peace and security depend
upon world public opinion based on international
understanding recognize the growing importance of
an adequate and meaningful flow of information
among pecple as one main means of achieving such
goals. They expect the socially responsible mass
commmication media to provide comprehensive cover-
m.“sl
Anthony A.E. Onyisi studying the image of Africa in U.S. press in
1960 and 1976 found that there is some support for the argument
about skewed distribution, between North, South, and Central regions

of Africa, and also the criticism of sensationalism and crisis report-



.'I.ng.62 M.E. Fowler studying images of foreign people and cultures

in high school literature anthologies found similar patterns.®>

Other
communication researchers have shown the overrepresentation of Western
European material and underepresentationof material from the 'third

64 And finally even news flowing throuch the wire services

world'.
from abroad have been noted as one of the earlier stages for this un-
equal distribution of 'attention' to different regions and different
subject matters.%> What does all this mean in conceptual and assum-
tive terms? It means that from the point of view of 'image — forma-
tion', the resultant and unequal distribution will shape and cultivate
for the audience 'images' of foreign people, cultures and governments
that may not be in a satisfactory manner. Of course unequal distri-
bution is a common phenamenon noted in all press and media systenﬁ.ss
however it only further underscores the need to understand the phenomenon/
problem better, so that commmication research data could be nore
positively used by policy-makers and the public. So far our two broad

' conceptual ideas are that: (1) the nature, structure and audiences

of the newsmagazines make them influential on policy-makers and foreign
policy audiences and (2) that foreign news in the news media generally

is characterized by unequal distribution of ‘attention' to different
geopolitical regions and different subject matters,consequently with
potential ramifications on the- 'images' of the outside world drawn for
the public. The underlying aspects of these conceptions may help us

in making meaningful statements from the results of the study.



Dimensions of the Problem

As earlier stated this study investigates how these newsmagazines,
urban, elite, and policy-oriented by nature, report the outside world
for its audience.®” The overall 'images' will be measured from the
physical characteristics — nunber of stories, type of stories, regions,
pictures, and length of stories — which we assume will be measures of
'attention' to portrayal techniques of foreign countries, people and
cultures. Here I will investigate 'attention' and 'emphasis' given to
different regions and different people of the world. From the cover
stories'and our common knowledge about the real world we will make
certain qualitative statements and speculations, however this will be
on a limited scale due to the validity problems raised by such subjec-
tive approach. In addition to the major task of exploring the portrayal
. pattern, this study will also try and test a hypothesis on foreign news
reporting in national press; this hypothesis set by Gaitung and Ruge
suggest that four factors determine by-and-large the 'newsworthiness’
of foreign news events, and hence consequently whether they are reported
or not, these four are (1) proximity of area of event, (2) cultural similarity
of context where events are happening, (3) inhterests of the country,
whose media is doing the reporting, in the events, and (4) size and
significance of the country where the events are happening, i.e., its
importance as a factor in international relat:.i.cms.ij This hypothesis
testing is part of the qualitative question and it is important because
it will throw some licht on the quantitative portrayal pattern, and

it may be possible to make wider meaningful statements by looking at the
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quantitative and qualitative results together.

The general questions are:

1) what are the portrayal pattems of the
outside world and what are the techniques
used?

2) Do the results from the study of foreign news
in U.S. newsmagazine shed any light or give
any support to any or all of the propositions
of the Galtung-Ruge theory?

3) Wwhat other statements about the image of
the outside world in this news media can
we make by comparing it with other relevant
and corraborative information of the outside
'real' world we know?

Ll

These general question will be approached through more specific ques-
ions when we analyze the results; these questions include:
1) Trends in the 'attention' and 'emphasis' given
to the ten geopolitical regions in three U.S.

newsmagazines across two contrasting periods
1960 and 1970.

2) Trends in what is reported -- regions and -
subject matter, etc.

3) Relationship between national interest and
foreign reporting (national interests in
terms of economics, politics, ideology and
culture) .
4) Conceptualization of events in the western
world, the commmist world and the nonaligned
world — the relative ‘attentions’'.
Aspects of the general and specific questions have been touched on
in this section of conceptual framework in the hope that we may be
able to see the media 'images' and make statements about the image—forma-

tion process and the 'real' outside world.
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Time, Newsweek and U.S. News and World Report have been selected

because (1) they are the most easily accessible weekly newsmagazines
to me (2) they are generally considered the -leading Arerican weekly
newsmagazines intended for general reading but whose main readership
is usually middle-income, college-educated, and successful community
and business leaders' and (3) alsoc:msjideredtolnveaominﬂm
on opinion and decision makers in government and also on the foreign
policyatﬂiexnessa:ﬂ (4) the three newsmagazines made their real
debut between the late 1920s and 1930s when the U.S. was emerging

as the world's leading power, with increasing relations with the
outside world and consequent inczease of foreign policy audience and
interest.’? These reasons make it interesting to see the flow of
foreign news in these newsmagazines, since one of their oft-noted
characteristics is opinion 'construction.'’! wWith knowledge of the
outside world and the audiences of the newsmagazines we may be able

to make certain conjectures and statements. The three newsmagazines
are not monolithic or homogenous in their perspectives but exhibit
certain differences, and it would be useful to discover what kind of
differences these are and how and when they emerge. For example it is
considered by many that on critical, domestic and international issues
and problems Newsweek is to the left, Time at the center and U.S. News

and World Report at the right; however these differences are not
72

fundamental , but of method and procedure. Since the three news-
magazines have foreign editions, whose main foreign reading audience
is also elited-oriented, our understanding of flow of foreign news in

them may throw certain light on what this organ of the media wants its
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audience to believe and/or what it thinks its audience expects.

This study is relevant to the gereral area of international
commumnication, and the role of the mass media in promoting it; but it
is more directly relevant to the role of one medium, in this case weekly
newsmagazines, in international commmications through its reporting
and comrenting on events and people in foreign countries. Though
compared to daily newspapers they have a lower circulation, their
considerable social,political and foreign policy infleunce have been
noted elsewhere; hence they substantially help in furthering our
understanding of how other people live, work and view the world, thus
increasing the possibilities of better peace, harmony and progress in
the world.

The proposed study is significant, since with the elite-orienta-
tion, national circulation and foreign policy leverage of the three
" news magazines, the images they draw of the aitside world may tell us
aouetl-aing about American international relations and how it is related
to domestic events and politics. The slight differences between the
three newsmagazines may also indirectly tell us about the nature of
the political opinion spectrum of the domestic foreign policy audience.
By looking at the quantitative and qualitative differences between the
magazines, we may be able to see the nature of the basic assumptions of
the research hypothesis of Gerbner and Marvanyi in their benchmark study
of the world press systems, where it is assumed 'that every stem of
commnications serves the social structure which shapes and supports

it.'73 Its main contribution stem from this significance. First it will
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world in elite-oriented weekly mmagazinea that have considerable
leverage. Secondly, it will provide data that could be used for
conparative studies across media and across cultures. It is a modest
study and stems from the need for such studies that Gerbner and
Marvanyi underscored. s

The last section, which follows, discusses the background and
research literature which are of direct and indirect relevance to this
study.

I1I. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

World's News Flow

The McLuhanian concept of the 'global village' implies not only
the shrinking of the world due to various forms of modern communcation
technology, but also that the various nation have more knowledge about
each other and more cultural, political and economic interactions be-
tween them. However differences in levels of technological develop-
ment and economic power between various nations -~ especially between
developed and developingnations — and the consequent differences in
commmication, technology and control of international news agencies,
make the flow between nations lop-sided. As Schiller has demonstrated
there is a much greater flow from developed to underdeveloped nations
than the reverse.75 Many other studies in different parts of the
world have shown that both the quantity of foreign news and their

sources are predominantly from the industrialized countries. The
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result is that intermational communication become a 'one-way street
traveled by the powerful few. ¢ What the cultural consequences this
lop-sided flow of information hason both the industrial and non-
industrialized nations are yet to be determined by researchers,
scholars and policy-makers. Another observed element of intermational
communication in the media is ti\a.t each nation or press system portrays
foreign countries and people in ways that those foreign people consider
unsatisfactory and 'biased'. Alexander Dallin found that Soviet reality
in U.S. news media is distorted, Soviet ‘images' especially those of
'Stalinism' and ’'cold war' are -fr.mnm.ﬂ As a general pattern Gerbner
and Marvanyi stated that though the reality of the outside world is
presumably the same yet what each press system selects and projects

as its 'image' is clearly not the same.?a John V. Vilanilarn79 and

Raymond F. Smith ,soin separate studies, comparing Indian and U.S.
newspapers’' coverage of certain issues over certain periods, have
shown how the two press systems portrayed the same events and issues
. differently. The various researchers feel that on foreign reporting
a press system concentrates on crisis reporting or sensationalism or
the strange and exotic. These observations imply that foreign news
reporting in every press system in the world has some qualitative
‘deficiency' . ' |

The U.S. news media, supported by sophisticated technology and
served by the major internmational news agencies, has a vast inter-
national network of reporting. An understanding of the characteristics
of this network will probably give us nore insight into the foreign

news yeporting pattern which this study is investigating.
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Tables I and II show us the relative weights of the various regions
of the world in terms of distribution of U.S. foreign correspondents.
Consistently Africa and the Middle East have the fewest reporters,
though the Middle East is strategic to the U.S. and is a crisis area
while Africa emerged vigorously in the 1960's on the world political
scene. Europe is more extensively covered. It is surprising however
that this disparity in distribution is not directly reflected in the
news flow through the wire service in the U.S. (at least from the
results of one study), which Jim A. Hart found to be: Western
Europe 28.6%, Africa 17.5%, Intex‘rmtiqnal-land 16.3%, Latin America
10.6%, Far East 11.8%, Canada 1%, Australia .8% and others 13.°"
Time, Newsweek and U.S. News and World Report also have a few of

their correspondents abroad, however in most cases they use the
correspondents of the T.V. networks and the newspapers, and often
stringers. TableIlI shows the distribution of the foreign correspon-
dents of these magazines. In terms of foreign reporters the three
rewsmagazine have more representation and sources abroad than the

T.V. networks; this may be explained by the need of these newsmagazines
for extensive research and background material,and for some detailed
reports which characterize the newsxnagazi;les. However they exhibit
differencesbetween themselves,with Time having twice nore than the other
two combined. The allocation abroad for the newsmagazines also show
greater attention toward Western Europe and less toward the developing
countries. The unequal distribution of reporters to different regions

can best be appreciated by noting that Africa and Asia have more than



TABLE I

Geographical Distribution of U.S. Network T.V. Foreign Correspondents

1965

NBC cBS ABC Total

Europe 23 25 19 67
Asia 24 14 16 54
Africa 2  § 1 4
Mid-East - 4 2 2 8
The Americas _lo _8 _4 22
Totals 63 50 42 155

Source: T.V. Guide, Philadelphia Edition, August 21-27, 1976 by
Frank Sean Swertiow 'African Coverage is A Struggle for
Network Newsmen'.



-25-

TABLE II

Iocation of U.S. Foreign Correspondents

1963 and 1969

Region Number Percentage
1963 1969 1963 1969
Burope 625 793 51% 54%
Asia/Australia 255 332 , 20% 23%
Africa 59 92 5% 6%
Mid-East 64 76 5% 5%
Latin/America/Canada 229 169 19%_ 12%
Totals ' 1233 1462 100% 100%

Source: John Wilhein, "The Reappearing Foreign mmpowﬂent,"
Journalism Quarterly 40, 1963, p. 147.

Ralph E. Kliesch, "The Press Corps Abroad Revisited: A
Fourth World Survey of Foreign Correspondents." Paper
presented at Association for Education in Journalism
Convention, Berkeley, August 1969, p. 8.
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TARLE III

Foreign Correspondents for Time, Newsweek, U.S. News and World
Report (gleaned from tables on pp. 154-108)°< 1963

Region Time Newsweek  U.S. News and World Report Totals
Africa 18 6 — ‘ 24
Asia 60 36 12 108
latin America 84 24 | 9 117
Middle-East 9 9 s 18
sl 6 - — 6
Western Europe 102 33 19 154
279 108 40 427

Source: John Wilheim, "The Reappearing Foreign Correspondent,” Journalism
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65% of the world's population while they consistently have below 30%
of U.S. foreign correspondents. Many researchers, as we would see
later, argue from their findings that a region's economic power,
or cultural pattern 5% or the existence of conflict and crisis®
lead to these differences and to the subsequent quantitative and
qualitative reporting. The significances of crisis element in the
distribution of correspondents and what they report has been
supported in a survey study by T.C. Y‘uf‘redﬂickanda‘dmmﬁe:in
which 73% of reporters asked snswered yes'and 23% answered nos ° We
shall now turn to more directly relevant research literature which
have significance for their data, methodology or theory to the present

study.

The News Media and Foreign Reporting

Various commmication studies have findings and conclusions
about the quantitative and qualitative nature of foreign news in a
national press, and in addition they have raised significant theoretical
and methodological questions in conducting such studies. The quantita-
tive aspects usually reveal the unequal distribution of 'attention'and
enphasis in terms of spa.ce. allocation; number of stories and pictorial
illustrations, toward different regions and different subject matters.
The qualitativé aspects ere the point that every press system
has its ways of reporting foreign events, which make it look ‘'biased’
in the eyes of those foreign countries. Special studies about

individual organs of the ncws media have been done to try and reveal
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the peculiar characteristics of that organ and to provide conparative
data. Others have combined extra media data in such studies,in an
attempt to build comprehensive theoretical propositions about foreign
news reporting and portrayal patterns. Gerbner and Marvanyi in their
1974 benchmark study, which my present study uses as a springboard,
campared the foreign coverage of five press systems of the world,
drawn from nine countries in the capitalist, socialist and 'third'
worlds, found that each press system draws different 'images' of the
'outside world' for its nmbers.87 Thus though the outside world is
presumably the same yet what each system selects and projects as its
'‘image' is clearly not the same. This underscores the question of
the'quality' of information that crosses cultural or geopolitical boun-
daries; probing this qualitative problem in foreign reporting they
stated:

"Distinctive standards of reporting are products

of each social system's condition for industrial

investment, national security and popularity.

When the subject is foreign news the process (of

selection, etc.) can be even more flexible; there

is no effective reality check. Many versions of

the days world news could be eggally true, equally
significant and all different.

In addition to the different operative criteria which determines the
different'images' the study also found that each press system placed
different 'enphasis' and paid different 'attention' to different
regions and different issues and subject matter. The U.S. press

system allocated the following space and emphasis: North America 10.6%,
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Latin America 6.6%, Western Eruope 28.2%, Eastern Europe 3.0%, Soviet
tnion 3.6%, Middle East 9.4%, Africa 3.8%, Asia and Australia 26.43.%%
The third 'world' is mﬂer—reprasmtedandt;mwestamworld is over-
represented, comrenturate to the sizes of their land areas and popula-
tion, a phenomencn which has wide policy~implications and ramifications
in internaticnal commnication. Jim A. Hart's study of the flow of
news in 6 selected metropolitan papers into Ohio state found results
supportive of Gerbner and Marvanyi findings about asymetrical distri-
bution, In addition Hart found that out of 14 subject mattersé dominated
with 72.3% of total space allocation, these four subject-matter being
foreign relations, politics, armed conflict and human interest. Agreed
that there have been increased changes since World War IT yet the
change in attention is not substantial,rather-it reflects the

result of overall increase in coverage.go These two studies underscored
the necessity for exhaustive categories as a methodological technique

to minimize errors during analysis and for better understanding of the
important things that would be uncovered. in a thorough study. Al Hester
" looked at news flow through the wire services over a 14 day period, and
corraborating this with similar data from 15 small-to-medium size

dailies and interviewing AP editors and newspaper editors he found a
narrow dispersion of foriegn news —- more from the few developed countries
and less from the :u;'grroi;; developing countries in addition to the

fact that there was more emphasis on crisis reporting from developing

countries and less of news about economic and social develogxrnnt.gl

Table IV illustrates Hester's findings. The bulk of the news from
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TABLE 1V

Percentage of News by Subject~Matter From Developed and Developing
Countries in the Wire-Services and 15 Dailies??

X Flow from Region -

Subject Matter Developed Countries Developing Countries
Military-Defense 23.7 40.8
Foreign Relations 13.3 14.9
Human Interest 9.9 11.8
Domestic Government-Politics 9.8 10.4
Sports 8.9 5.2
Prominent People 5.8 4.8
Disasters 5.7 2.2
Others 22.9 9
Totals 100% 100%

Source: Al Hester, "An Analysis of News Flow From Developed and
Developing Nations," Gazette 17, 1971, p. 32.
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developing countries was military-defense and most of this was about
coups, crisis, military intervention, News from developed countries
anount to 17,587 inches while that for developing countries is only
6,019inches. Jacques Kayser's earlier study of seven days world news
in 17 major dailies drawn from seventeen countries provides a compara-
tive analysis of how the newspapers used their space.?? The diversity
of the findings and results emphasizes the need for similar systematic
studies in order that we may find similarities and differences in

reporting and subject-matter trends,and what meaning they may have
on international relations. Kayser concluded from his study:

"The 17 papers we have examined,while each
successful in its own way, often differ widely
from each other. Some are plain instruments of
government policy, other are free of official
entanglement. Some have no serious competitors,
others have to keep an eye constantly on their
rivals . Some try to cover 'everything'; others
leave subjects like sports, literature or economic
problems to supplementsor affiliated publications.
Some are very wealthy, others are not. Others
are produced in countries where newsprint is
restricted, others in countries where it is
plentiful. Some are profit-making concems and go
out of their way to attract and flatter their,
readers. Others consider that they have a
mission. These and other differences largely
determine the outward appearance of newspapers,
the kind of news that is given preference and

the amount of entertainnent which they provide."

The studies so far c¢ited have all showf not only how each press system
works differently, but how it translates this mto qualitative and
quantitative elements which in the end constitute the 'images' they
are drawing for their publics about foreign events and foreign people.

The above studies have also developed methods of problem definition and
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operationalization of definitions and concepts and other characteristics
that are being measured in similar studies. John David Dupree has
argued that in order to find meaning to why certain foreign countries
and certain issues are reported more than others we must corrcborate
the media data with extra-media data. He was looking for a method and
data that would tell us both what the "image" of a foreign country is,
and in U.S. media also how this 'image' is reflected by its 'status'
and its mail-correspondence with U.S.; this would be a more
camprehensive data for policy-matters and interdisciplinary researchers.
His study covered 1961-69. A nation's 'status' (J‘:\dex—of—irtpox:tm)
was measured, in terms of its volume of international trade, GWP, GDP
per capita, population size, population density per square kilometers,
distance from U.S5., daily newspaper available per 1,000. population, literacy
rate, official lanquage translate-ability as to whether it is used for
N purposes or not, foreign stock residing in U.S. and Continent. The
measures from this were conpared with mail sizes to and from U.S. with
166 countries and the space devoted to news from these countries in
Atlas, an internationally-oriented U.S. newsmagazine. Positive
correlation was found between the 3 elements of coverage by Atlas,

mail quantity and lewel of 'status. '95 This study suggests or supports

the idea that elite-oriented newsmagazines like, Time, Newsweek and

U.S. News and World Report could be good sources of finding trends of

changes in the international power distribution, and the resultant
data may be of use to policy-makers and researchers.
The problenatic areas of theory and methodology in the study of

foreign news in the news media have also been tackled by other researchers.
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Galtung and Ruge in their study of foreign news in Norwegian dailies
have tackied the methodological problem of developing a framework
that will help enable us to understand what makes a foreign news event
worthy of reporting or not.’® From their data they developed twelve
propositional sets around which they formilated four hypotheses about
the main factors determining what is finally selected and emphasized
by the media. These include, (1) proximity of area of event, (2)
cultural similarity of context where the events are happening, (3)
interests of the country, whose media is doing the reporting, in the
events, and (4) size and significance of country where the events are
happening, i.e., its importance as a factor in international relations.
This study, approaching foreign news study differently, indirectly
tried to emphasize the significance of cultural, ideological and
econamic variables in how and what 'image' of foreign countries is
drawn by the media. These propositions are of heuristic and theoretical
value to research in this area of foreign news. My study will make a
side attempt to see how much support ny datagives to this hypothesis.
Raymond F. Smith has tested this hypothesis and found it useful in
spite of some weaknesses it ha:s.g? Since ‘meapingful and useful results
from foreign news studies will stem from understanding the trends,
Karl E. Rosengren has urged the need for more research attention to
what he calls "time perspective', i.e., how particular news events develop

over timra.98 By 'time-perspective' he means three t'.hinng9

1) Trends over time, e.q., how cver a period
or decade differentregions and events receive
greater attention or decline.



2) Wwhat happens to the news as it passes
factors of the varying amount of tmebe—
tween event and report and

3) Wwhat happens to the intermational flow of
news about a given event, or rather, a
given sequence of events (e.g., a crisis

of some sort), as time passes by and new
events are added to the 'first' one.

The Galtung-Ruge theory on foreign news in addition to its contribution
to methodological, empirical and theoretical perspectives on the study
of foreign news has prompted similar efforts in the same areas e.q.,
sande!®?, munsta1119, cheesmanl®? and Rosengren.l93 since the mass
media is the dominant channel of interaction between different people
in the world, little wonder that the studies.cited above have emphasized
the need for understanding more properly those 'images' about foreign
people created by the media, within the wider effort to understand the
An overview of the literature reviewed shows that they have direct
and indirect relation to the present study. A picture of U.S. correspon-
dents abroad is indicative of what performance the media would likely
achieve in reporting the different regions and events occurring within
them. The second section explores the different benchmark studies
and the problems they have emphasized; also the other studies variously
give us some theoretical, empirical, methodological and heuristic guide-
lines, in addition to the data thcy provide which is useful for compara-

tive purposes.



Srenry

The aim of this chapter has been to create a supportive frame-
work for this research. The introductory section examined the post-
war international relations stage, emphasized the need of communication
betweennations as a prerequisite for peace and progress and also
emphasized the need for stocktaking trends in world events from the
media for the provision of useful data for the citizen and the policy-
maker. Discussion of research problem and conceptual framework dis-
cussed what this study intends to do, and refered to some of the
nurerous views held by researchers and policy-makers as to the nature
and outcome of the interaction between the media, the public and
foreign policy. And finally we locked at the nature of U.S. media's
foreign network and also some researches in foreign news and inter-
national commnication. A lot of the guestions raised so far will
be raised again as we explore the 'attentions' toward the ten geopolitical
regions and their trends over time and across the newsmagazines; and
the agenda set for public discourse will also duely be investigated
and discussed.



CHAPTER TWO

Content analysis was used for this investigation. Three news-

magazines, Time, Newsweek and U.S. News and World Report, were

selected for the purposes of this study. They were selected for

a number of reasons;) the primary ones being that (1) they have

a national circulation, (2) are elite-oriented and (3) have

potential leverage on policy and decision makers because of their
relative accuracy, details and mopolita:ﬁmn.z Table V

illustrates how these three newsmagazines compare in

terms of circulation, and their relative growth over a six year period.
The mean average increase of all the five magazines, 131.3, shows

that the three newsmagazines selected for this study have a wider
circulation and a faster rate of growth. It is assumed that these

mani fest .dlamcbe.ristics will make these.newsnugazines representative
of all news media organs of reportage and opinion which draw images and
set agenda for public perception and discourse. Their national circulation
and zelétively educated and influential audience, make them reliable
sources for the stuiy of foreign reporting, the techniques used and

the 'image' drawn. They are circulation leaders in the newsmagazine
world.3 Smaller than newspapers in size, these magazines are relatively
voluminous, each weekly issue being between 70 and 140 pages, the sudden
upsurge or decline resulting from sudden uptums or downturns in the
development of new or old news events. Their weekly nature is an

advantage over both the daily newspapers or the monthly (or any period

~36-



Camparative Circulation Changes of Five Newsmagazines

1958-1963

Newsmagazines 1958 onE 1963 % Changes

Newsweek 277,899 1,531,023 450.9

Time 670,341 2,737,925 308. 4

U.S. News and :
world Report 76,613 1,256,198 1539.7

Totals 1,024,833 5,525,146

Net Average _

of all Three = 1313

"Source: R. Root and C.V. Root, "Magazines in the U.S, Dying or
Thriving?" Journalism Quarterly 41, 1964, p. 18.




longer than one week) newsmagazine because it is able to do intensive
research and write detailed stories, and at the same time is able to
capture new events, periscope future developments and still keep an eye
on the old events.? It is this weekly news summarization over which

is added opinion from detailed research which gives these newsmagazines
a little more perspective on news events and their developments. The
simplicity of their language, the clearness of their format, the
smoothness of their style and their simplification of complex tables
and maps make them attractive reading material to other millions of
nonsubscribers; and therefore through interpersonal communication

and the process of two-step flow commmication, they become important
sources of news and opinions to both segments of the middle-class and
some members of the lower-middle and working classes.”® Other characteristics
of these magazines include their personalized coverage of fozeigm,
events as a double-check on their use and reliance on other media for
daily news. Table III shows that, like the TV networks ard

the newspapers, they have hundreds of reporters abroad. And finally
they all make effective use of their cover to state and define the
leading story or stories; competing domestic and foreign stories can
be a good indicator of major international events and their develop-

ments.

Period in Sanple

The population of the phenamenon under study consist of all foreign

news items in the three newsmagazines during the period of 1960 and 1970
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The month of June for each period was purposively selected as the
sample period, and all the weekly issues of the three magazines during
Jurne of the two periods constituted the sample ; there were four issues
in June 1960 and five issues in June 1970, for each of the newsmagazines
thus yielding a total of 27 issues. 1960 and 1970 were selected
primarily for comparative purposes. Each of the period was eventful
in its own wmique way and the intervening decade was very eventful

and saw many changes in the international system. The two periods
exhibit interesting events around the world. In 1960 most African
countries achieved independence and 1960 is in fact referred to as
'‘Africa's year of independence' because that was the year when most of
the African countries became independent; it was the edge of the height
of the cold war which a few years later culminated into the Berlin
crisis and Cuban missile crisis , Europe was adjusting to what Britain's
McMillan called the wind of change; the U.S. was buiid.ing new relatiors
with the emergent third world nations and was marked by the peace corp
program and the beginning of political and military involvement in Asia;
the emergence of the third world bloc marked a watershed in the world
bipolar power system and turned it into a multipolar system in which
the devélo;:ing nations of Africa, Asia and Latin American became an
effective power bloc in international politics.6 In 1970 the '‘cold war'
had thawed and the era of 'detente' had began; African nations had gone
through several tests of independence and self-government manifesting
themselves in governental instabilities, economic and financial crisis

and military coups; Western Europe was in a new economic boom and
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and competition with U.S. and Japan and increased trade with third
world nations was increasing general world prosperity; Indochina was
engulfed in war and the U.S. was caught in it. These two periods were
quite active and may yield good comparative data. The months in
smpletoalargeextmtreﬂecttrerﬂaofevmtsintlnmsp&:tive
years. In June 1960 the Eisenhower-Kruschev summit in Paris collapsed
over U.S, spying incident and general espionage; King Hassan of Morocoo
assured total power; student riot in Japan cancelled Eisenhower's
planned visit and threatened to topple Primier Kishi's government;
civil war was breaking in the newly-independent Congo; the new Cuban
comumist regime seized U.S. proeprty and U.S. retaliated by cutting
its sugar-import quota from Cuba; racial violence in South Africa;
Adolf Eichmann, Hitler's henchman, was secretely captured by Israeli
agents in Argentine; Adnan Menderes was over-thrown in Turkey, etc. etec.
June 1970 had its own unique and rightful share of events: labor
government was defeted in British elections; Nixon was fornulating the
Vietnanization policy; U.N. celebrated its 25th anniversary; world-wide
0il rush; a new dilemma in the Middle-East; world-wide student riots;
Suharto of Indoensia visited U.S.; Japan's auto production now 2nd in
the world, etc. etc. The chronology of events, alnost endless, exhibit
the wide ranging and'differing happenings across the globe. The
purposive sampling of the month of June for the two periods was

done for a nunber of reasons. First a sinple straight-line assump-~
tion would mean that June being midway in the year, would show as

mxch of 0ld news events development as it would show the beginning of

new events and a periscope of possible future trends. Secondly, sampling
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a whole month would hopefully enable us to see unbroken trends over

this period and from it we may be able to make certain conjectures and
substantive speculations. The significance of a continuous 'time-
pérsmctive'inmumﬁcatimmaamh}mveelsaﬁxembemsquested

and underscored by Karl E. Rosmgreh;7 this theoretical suggestion, as
has been discussed earlier, will enable us to see trends in 'attention'
to regions, to subject matter and possibly to specific issues and
problems. And thirdly, since each month of the two periods is relative-
ly busy and unique in its own way, we assume that the sampled month
would be unbiased. It is possible that the operation of peculiar and
abnormal factors in any month of any year could make it unrepresentative
and biased to such a degree as to question the validity of the results;
however for the reasons stated above and the average gquite and noise

of events during the two months, it is hoped that bias has been minimized.
The relatively equal sizes and ciruclation rates of the three newsmagazines
is an added factor to reduce bias that might stem from inter-magazine

di fferences as the cumulative Appendix II illustrates. There is

very little difference between the three newsmagazines. In fact News~
week and U.S. News and World Report have equal total spaces (pages)

during the sanple period. This relatively little differences of
certain general characteristics is likely to overcompensate for any

biases stenming from inter-magazine differences over the study period.

Identifications, Definitions and Item Arﬁly_sis

Our starting point is the analysis of foreign news. Therefore

foreign news story is our unit of analysis. News was defined as all non-
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advertising printed matter in a newsmagazine (text, picture, and tabular
information) including cartoons and any sorts of graphic or pictorial
illustrations; for codification and analytic purposes these are simply
identified as either printed matter or picture. Tabular information

is considered text and all pictorial illustrations and drawings are
considered as pictures. Ietters to the editor are excluded for the
simple reasmﬂmtﬂnyaretmnmnm\m;‘arﬂinumtcammlatedm
subjects published long ago, and hence unwieldy.

The world, meaning the outside world, was defined as all
territories outside the legal geopolitical boundaries of the United '
States where these newsmagazines under study are published. The
general rule for the identification of foreign news is that the bulk
of information and its subject matter deal with events in and of other

9 However, international events in which

parts of the outside world.
the U.S. and/or other countries are involved, whether it occurred in
U.S. soil or abroad was considered foreign news: for example a foreign
officials visiting U.S., a U.S. official visiting abroad or conducting
negotiations at U.N. are all considered fc.xc.-ign news. Since all news
st:oriés in the newsmagazines lack datelines and are usually produced

by teams of researchers, reporters and writers, the source of the news
was hence not considered an important element of identification. There-
fore generally foreign news here is defined as any news about foreign
or international events and will be identified by one or a combination
of the following: '

1. ¥oreign subject materials
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2. Origin U.S. or abroad, but about a foreign
topic. [This applied to only very few cases
especially in U.S. News and World Report
when a dateline appeared, though credit had
been ?im to the team that produced the
story].

3. About international agencies or events, e.q.,
U.N., NATO, OAU, OAS, sports, exchanges,
conferences, agreements, etc. between or among
nations.

4. Pictures, cartoons, graphs, tables, and

drawings about foreign or international subject

or event.
The unit of analysis was the foreign story or item which we defined as
a substantively and typographically distinct unit of relevant printed
matter and its accompanying pictures or pictoﬁal illustrations.
Several items sharing the same headline were considered separate items
if they were substantively and typographically distinct. Each item
was marked, measured and coded separately, except that a block of
tabular information from abroad printed without other text, such as
financial, weather or sports statistics, were to be considered a single
item. All foreign news located on any page other than the two cover
sheets were identified and coded. Ebrcign.cover storieswere identified
and coded; domestic stories on the cover were also identified and coded
to be used for analytic conparative purposes. The regional and subject-
matter characteristics of the news story were identified and coded and
the primary and the secondary theme [not more than one for the purposes
of this study] were identified and coded.

On the basis of general geographical and geopolitical consideration

the world, meaning the outside world, was divided into ten regions in
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which the foreign or internaticnal news events were happening. These
regions include Africa, Asia, Canada, China, Eastern Europe, Latin
Anerica, Middle-East, Russia, Western Europe, and the World. Dis-
" tinctive regicns in the capitalist socialist and *third' worlds, as
appear in the regionalization, would thus make more handy reference
arezs, than would the individual 160 odd nations in the world. Groups
ofOr individual islands geographically related or near to each of these
regions was treated under that region, e.g. the West Indies was
considered part of Latin America, etc. The region entitled 'world!'
related to the whole commmity of nations and was almost always
related to international events, |
The subject—matter, which was also to be identified and coded,
was categorized under ten broad headings. The subject-matter was
defined as the duminant theme; cne other secondary them was coded,
and this was done largely to allow us to see whichthemes and related
issues and prchlens were' rore compositely treated, an element which
might indicate or reveal some significance. The thematic categories
were:
1. Political-Diplomatic News
2. Military-Defense News
3. Economic-Business News
4. Cultural News
5. Social News
6. Human Interest: Stories
7. Disaster and Crime
8. Science and Invention

9. Iducation
10. Miscellancous

news as relate to

5
auvthoritios or would be authorities of a state and/or its subdivisions

'Political-Diplomatic' nows consist of all such
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or/of an international body performing similar functions. These will
include domestic events, diplomatic events and such other events in
which such authority or authorities were involved. We would note
whether the nations of the event was conflictual or nonconflictual.

'Military-Defense' news consisted of all such stories with a
military-defense theme, regardi:;g conflict, arm deals, peace negotia-
tions or settlements and the armed forces.

'Economic-Business' news was defined as transactions that pertain
to the acquisition and allocation of goods and services between
individuals, institutions or goverments. These will deal with trade,
investment, general development reports or problems of daily economics,
e.g., inflation, strikes, industrial unrest and powverty.

'‘Cultural' news consisted of all news about entertainnent, festivals,
art, books, religion, music, sports and the general social customs or
habits of groups of péople. Religion was included in this category be-
cause it was considered as one element of societal ethics;.

'Social’ news were those about people and their relationships with
one another except when those pertain to government or are of the other
categories.

'Human Interest' stories were defined as those conceming the
oddities, the so-called brightness, and these are usually sensitive and
real dimension of human life, e.g., in Argentine a flight was banned to
a small airport because people continue grazing their cows or about a
funny advertiserent in london Times looking for a young house-maid whose

pay would be one gentleman.



'Diaster and Crime' news includedthose dealing with natural or
man-made accidents and disaster, e.qg., automobile crash or earthquake,
and those thatcontravene established norms of society and consequently
warrant social/legal sanctions, e.g., enbezzlement, murder, rape and
such others defined by a constituted authority as criminal. Diaster
and crime were collapsed together because usually most members of
society do not condone them or are afraid of them.

'science and Invention' stories that dealt with scientific work
or inventions, excluding science - education which was coded under
'education’.

'Education' news included those stories about schools and educa-
tional institutions, and about educational problems and policy prob-
lens.

"Miscellaneous' news consist of all those news stories that
couldn't be categorized under any of the other categories satisfactorily.

Detailed aspects of all definitions so far can be found on the
coding instrument which was developed and. revised starting from the
pilot survey to the further discussions with Dr. Gerbner and other
discussions with my two coding assistants.

Other characteristics of the story items that werc identified,
measured and coded for the purposes of this study included a secondary
theme, length of story, J-mnber of acconpanying pictures, cover story/
stories and intemational actors. A seooridary theme of a story was one
that was prominent and enmphasized but was not the dominant theme; when

many secondary themes were present only one, which appeared more prominent
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than the rest in the judgment of the coder, was selected and coded.
The length of a story was the total colum inches covered by the
story even if it jumped to other pages.w Pictures, accompanying
each story or standing alone with no text, consisted of all photos,
drawings and pictorial illustrations were coded; their sizes or
depiction were not coded for this study. Cover story/stories, usually
being the leading topic/topics of the week were also identified and
coded. Intemational actors, i.e., when two or more persons, groups
or countries at the intermational stage were the focus of the évents,
were identified and codified on the regional basis of capitalist,
socialist or 'third' worlds.

Thus each story item was analyzed from the perspectives of its
various physical characteristics and content characteristics as
summarized below: |

1. Region of event

2. Subject-matter of story -- both the
primary and a secondary thene

3. length of story

4. Pictures accompanying story

5. Cover story (if it is) — whether foreign
or donestic

6. Intermational actors (if it was an inter-
national news story)

The immediate question is how would these elements help us answer the
research question and enable us to make valid statements and suggestions
about foreign news coverage and the portrayal of foreign lands to the
memebers of the society which these organs of the news media serve?
These and other reliability and validity guestions will be discussed in

the next sectionand also in the fourth chapter.



It is pertinent at this stage to briefly mention other significant
aspects of the procedural work. Two coding assistants, an American and
a foreigner, helped in the process of coding. Drill exercises between
the three of us ensured that they got familiarized with the details of
all definitions. They worked independently and in subsequent discussions
some reliability problems were minimized. I prepared a master list of
all the foreign items, in order that easy references could be made in
the discussion of the results and conjectures that were made, Since
this study did not specifically delve .into any subjective phenomenon,
except by way of conjectural discussion, the summary section of the
coding instrument was used to smmrize,.clarify and tabulate the data.
The data in the summary section was quite brief and unconplicated, and
consequently a desk computer was used for all computations. The data
collection and organization took one and a half month and the writing
of the report together with discussion lasted another two nonths, all
between beginning January 1977 to mid-April 1977.

Theoretical and Methodological Problems

This study investigated foreign news coverage by
selected U.S. newsmagazines, I'was interested
in selecting those elements and characteristics of the foreign news
items which would indicate how 'attention' and 'emphasis’ were allocated
to different regions and different subject-matter. The degree to which

these characteristics would provide valid results would thus be the
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degree of the validity of the data and the results. Since this study
was largely quantitative, it wasprobable that these measurements would
satisfactorily portray the amounts of 'attention' and 'emphasis' and
from extra media data we might corraborate these and hence cross-check
other validity questions. Whatdid we expect these characteristics to
reveal relevant to the problem of the investigation? The differences
in the quantity of stories and types of stories might tell us either
the relative significance of a region in the eyes of the U.S. media
or U.S. national interest; some communication studies have revealed
contradictory answers to this: Walter Lippman had shown direct rela-
tion of U.S. national interest and foreign mport.inq,ll .G N
Frederick and John Luter had shown that no such direct relation exist.l?
Length of story and number of pictures would be good indicators of
'attention' and as a technique of the media to draw instant interest
of the reader. Cover stories of newsragazines are strategic placement
and techniques of drawing attention and emphasizing subtle ideas to the

readers as Gerbner had shown in another s:tt.n:!y.13

Usually a cover story

is the climax or continuing climax in the development of news events,

and such a story is usually extensively discussed under various head-

lines and themes thus becoming so pervasive that the reader has to take

notice/interest in it. The underlying idea for identifying and

measuring the regional actors in international events is the presumption

that it might show us trends in interactions between nations of the

Eastem, Western and 'Third' worlds or developed and underdeveloped nations.
Another validity problem is: since no specific qualitative measures

were used for this study how valid would speculations and conjectural
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discussions be? There is no simple arnswer to this, however, social
science sometime gains some insight from limited speculation because

the subjective dimension of human behavior and events sometime defy
easy quantification. And such conjectures if made by corraborating
media and extra-media data may be useful statements; Karl E. RDs@ngr:—:-n]'4
and John David [:fupz:ee,15 as revelantly discussed earlier, haw suggested
and discussed this need and the problem.

Hoew reliable were the definitions and how réliahle was the instru-
ri'ent? The regionalization of the outside world into ten regions was
for the purposes of this study, and merely tried to create regions
that. would easily be identified with Eastern, Western, and 'Third’
Worlds since these three 'worlds' would also feature in our discussions.
The subject-matter categories theoretically were not exhaustive, but
from the enmpirical results of the pilot survey done earlier}and
subsequent reliability tests carried out,.they were found to be very
satisfactory. These categories were made wvery broad as a check to
a potential reliapility problem: it was noted that thesec newsmagazines
contain news stories that are well researched, detailed and backgrounded
to the extent that a single story item could have anything between two
to nine themes. ﬁuerefore the subject-matter category of a story was
determined only by its primary theme [a secondary theme was only coded
for another different dimension of the research discussion]. Since all
stories in the magazines have these composite themes the arbitrarf
elimination of secandary themes as determinants of identification,
it was hoped ,would cross-cancel crrors, and thus give us fairly

reliakle measures with which to conduct the investigation of this
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study. From an ‘objectivity' point of view the variables here were
easily measurable because they were not subjective; a reliability

test of the subject-matter categorization between me and the two

coding assistants yielded fairly reliable coefficients on the basis

of the standard of Scott's formulae. The inter-coder agreement formulae

developed by William A. Scott.l® was used and the following Table VI
shows the results.

Sumary

By looking at the general physical characteristics of these news-
magazines we have tried to enphasize their comparability for the
purpose of this study: elite-oriented, with a national circulation of
over one million each, a cosmopolitan attitude and foreign editions, a
readership with intense foreign affairs and foreign policy interest, and
their own correspondents abroad, these magazines are good sources for
understanting the relation being the media, public opinion, and foreign
policy and of the images they create of foreign lands and the issues and
problems of intermational relations they lay down for public discourse.
1960 and 1970 were selected for comparative purposes and also because
they cover a decade that exhibited important dramatic events that
affected the structure of the internaticn.al system. June was selected
as the sample month because it was mid-year and hopefully would exhibit
old, current and emerging events and also to permit us to use the
'"time-perspective' idea to observe trends over a continuous one month
period. Finally the unit of analysis, foreign news story, was identi-

fied and its characteristic to be measured were identified and defined.
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TABLE VI

Inter-Coder Agreement Coefficients on Subject-Matter

Subject-Matter Coefficient
Political/Diplomatic News 015
Military/Defense News .020
Economic/Business News 017

~ Cultural News .027
Human Interest Stories ' .026
Diaster/Crine ; .024
Science/Invention .016
Education .020

Miscel lancous .030

Note:

According to Scott these levels are reliable. According to this
reliability test all agreements below .05 are significant and
reliable; unsignificant and unreliable agreements would have
coefficients ranging between ,05°to 1.00.
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Ten geopolitical regions were selected from general consideration of
geographic and geopolitical factors. Ten subject-matter categories
were created and were operationally defined. And finally the
theoretical and methodological problems of the central reliability and
validity issues were discussed: it was felt that the numerous revi-
sions of the instrument, the elimination of subjective measures and
the breadth subject-matter categories and some underlying assumptions
have minimized reliability problems; and the various measures by pro-
viding certain kind of information, largely nonsubjective, would
ensure high degree of validity of the results. The use of extra-media
data for corraborative support would allow for a limited amount of
speculative and conjectural statements. Other problems related to the
methodology will be further discussed later in this report.



CHAPTER THREE

RESULTS, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSIONS

This chapter presents the findings of the study. It is divided
into two sections: the first presents the data from the perspective
of the elements of the measures of 'attention' and 'emphasis' as placed
by the newsmagazines on different regions and different subject-matter,
and also how the newsmagazines exhibited differences and similarities
in their coverage of foreign news; the second section is an attempt to
mesmeofthequn’dtative data to make some qualitative inferences
and statements. Discussions of possible meanings and implications are
carried on side by side with the data analysis. The first section
essentially answers the first two specific questions of this exploratory
study and the second section tackles the other two specific questions
(see page 27).

I. Attention Measures and Observed Trends

Foreign news coverage by the newsmagazines was fairly extensive.
During the two periods of the study there were 661 foreign news stories,
covering a space of 9863 column inches and these stories were acconpanied
by 649 pictures. How this was done, its specific meanings and its general
theoretical and eupiricai implications are tackled ﬁllrougmut this
chapter. We may appreciate the extent of this coverage by comparing
the total foreign mws‘spacé to the total printed space of the magazines
used during the period of stu:ly;l the average space devoted by each

magazine during the period, 11.1%, was considerable, and in fact much
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larger than many major daily rw@lwe.'»;:vapnar:s,2 (see Table VII). This is
indicative of the potentials in the coverage and treatment of foreign
news ard events by these newsmagazines,

How much attention? How much emphasis? And what meaning? Table
VIII shows how the three magazines covered the ten regions during
the 1960 and 1970 in terms of‘mmber‘of story items. Out of a total
of 661 news stories in the three newsmagazines during 1360 and 1970,
Western Europe and the World had more than half, and the World alone
had more than one third. In regional percentage representation the
situation appears in the % colum in Table . World and Western Europe
had more than 60% (34.0% and 27.4% respectively). Out of the other
eight regions, only Asia had more than 10%,. the rest having percentage
amounts ranging from Eastern Burope with 1.9% to Latin America with
6.2%., By combining the percentages we can appreciate further the
narrow dispersion of news regionally. For exanple the World, Western
Europe and Asia combined had 72.0% of total stories and the other
seven regions had only 28,0%. Thus in terms of number of stories, the
bulk of the third world region, other than Asia, the commnist bloc
and Canada received very little attention. Space allocation exhibit
the phenomena of dispersion in another way as shown in Table IX. Out
of a total news space of 9863 inches,nmore thaﬁ half was devoted to
world events, which totaled 5907 inches. The other nine regions received
the other half but with none of them having up ho 1,000, Western
Furope had about 900; Mid-East and Asia hafl cach between 500 to B00;
Africa and Latin America had each between 200 to 400; and m,
China, Eastern Purope and Russia had each less than 200 inches. In
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percentage terms the regional allocation of space appears in the %
colum. Clearly 61% of total space allocated by the three newsmagazines
to world affairs dwarfed the other regions as less important, at least
in amount of attention. None of the other nine regions had up to 10%
ofthetotalspaoeallocatedtoit..

We have so far Seen attention allocation in terms of mmber of
stories devoted to and space allocated to regions. Of the ten subject-
matter categories in this study there was found also differential distri-
bution. Table X shows cumilative space allocation by subject-matter
during 1960 and 1970. By far the largest space was allocated to,
political/diplomatic affairs; military/defense and economic/business
had each between 1000 to 2000 inches with cultural affairs following
them. The rest had between 100 to 300 inches, except education and
miscellanecus which had each 18 and 47 inches respectively. The
percentage weights of each of the ten subject-matter is shown in Table
XI. Political/diplomatic, military/defense and economic/business,
with 75% of the total news space, therefore received more attention in
this dimension. The other subject-matters had different percentage
weights ranging from education with 0.2% to cultural news with 9.8%
and the rest lying in between. What do all these differences in
differential allocation of attention and emphasis in terms of space ard
nuber of stories to various regions and subject-matter mean so far? From
this cumlative data we can thus far say that the World, Western Furope
and Asia occupied the attention of the three newsmagazines more than events
in the other parts of the world. Also world and foreign problems and

issues that dealt with political/diplomatic, military/defense and economic/
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TABLE XI

Space Allocation by Subject Matter, 1960 and 1970

Subject-Matter % Allocation of Total Space
Political/Diplomatic ' 40,0%
Military/Defense 20.0%
Economic/Business 14.0
Cultural 9.0
Social | . 2.7%
Diaster/Crime | 1.5%
Science/Tnvention 2.3%
Education 0.2%
Human Interest 3.7%
P — 0.60%

100.00
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business affairs dominated the attention of these magazines,and by
extension that of their audience. With more data later on,more will be
said on these cbservations.

The data discussed so far dealt with the cumilative coverage and
treatment of foreign news and events. A wider analysis dealing with
the comparative coverages by the magazines and the trends over the
period would give us more insight. Table XII shows composite figures
of weekly number of stories by magazine and period, No significant
differences were found between the magazines in each of the two periods
and across the two periods. However visible differences clearly exist
and these may become increasingly important, in terms of creating long-
term trends. For exanple there seemed to have been a substantial
decrease of total news between 1960 and 1970 and a significant difference
exist at the 5% level thus possibly indicating major changes elsewhere
that affected the decrease in cumilative number of news stories; in

1960 there was a total of 406 news stories as compared with 263 in 1970,

a decrease of 35.3%. The possible and potential importance of such trends

 will be further discussed later. Another form of trend is visible from

the way the three newsmagazines allocated space and pictures through

the weeks of the study period (Tables XIIT and XTV)3During 1960 and 1970 in terms of s
allocation the trend was not visible; however &xere was a slight increase

in foreign news space of about 321 inches or about 7% increase in total

space allocation. Also the illustrative elenents.of pictures,graphics,

etc. increased by 41 pictures orabout 13% increase. Thus sofar we have

observed decreasing trend in number of stories and increasing space and

pictures between 1960 and 1970 i.e., contradictory trends in the same
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TABLE XII
Number of Stories: By Week, Magazine and Period

Period Magazine
June 1960 T N USN : Total
6th 32 26 43
13th 38 34 36
20th 31 34 27
27th 32 38 v
133 132 31 406
Weekly X 33.25 33.00 32,75
June 1970 '
1st 13 24 11
8th 21 21 12
15th 23 25 13
22rd 19 19 14
29th 16 24 10
92 113 60 263

Weekly X 18.4 22.6 12.00

Total Items for

1960 and 1970 225 245 191
Cumulative
Weekly X - 25.00 27.2 21.2

Abbreviations Used: T = Time, N = Newsweek, USN = U.S. News & World Report
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phenomenon.

In comparing the three newsmagazines a third and final area where
a trend was observed was in the allocation of number of stories by
subject-matter between 1960 and 1970, This was the trend of decreasing
nutber of stories, that was earlier observed,but here from the perspective
of individual subject-matter. The trend here is puzzling, some having
dramatically gained and others having dramatically dropped; this is
clear from the colum with percentage weights in Table XV. 7The number
of political/diplomatic stories between 1960 and 1970 dropped by 58%;
military/defense rose by 13.6%; miscellaneous rose by B6%; disastey/crime
rose by 50%; while human interest news dropped by 76%, science/invention
by 378, cultural by 255,' economic/business by 158 and social news by 68%.
This trend looked at in conjunction with the cother trends may provide
some insight that is the task of the next section,

II. Qualitative Analysis

One of the theoretical assumptions underlying this investigation
is that the news media through their regular surveillance of the world
around us, through their use of certain inplied or explicit values and
frameworks, through their pervasiveness in the life of the citizens and
through their easy accessibility for citizens in a democratic society,
are ablé to define issues and set agenda for public discourse. Other
related assumptions posit that the news media through its ability to
surveil the outside world and define issues,goes a longway to directly
and/or indirectly influence the public foreign policy audience and the

policy makers, and consequently in a wider way influence the direction



o€ - 297  66€ 161 1) 74 {74 sTe3aL
0 - Z9T  66C 65 ZET 10T PET rd3 €€T STe303qNS
98 + T L T . € — 3 -- T SNOSUET 808 TH
9L - S 12 — 4 ~ £ T LT JISVASJUT U
z T — - - - — T - uoT3EONRE
LE - B 8 T £ T 3 3 Z  UOT3USAUT/SOUSTOS
0s + £ 4 = e T T Z T BUTID/Z93sesTa
9 - 1€ €€ — 3 vT 1 LT 61 TeTo0s
- GE = (A S9 - 4 sz 0 LT 1€ T3 TND
T - 43 8€ LT 91 8 A L 0T sssutsng/oTuoucod
9€T + Zs 44 vI 6 LT 6 12 p  esueIsQ/AIelTTm
385 - ¥8 102 74 06 GE €9 £z 87 oryewordra
/TesTaTIod

POTI9d XoA0  OL6T 096T | OL6T 0961 0L6T  096T 0L6T  096T
sbueyp Jusdzaq TE3al TE3AL Ao PTIH | YPanssaN It T33e 3oelang

(S9TI03S JO IOQUIN)
polaed pue sutzebey AQ Xe33ew~309Lqng

AX TIEYL



-68-

andnatmeofmrldpeaceaxﬂpmg:_ress. These general assunptiors
are also very true of the newsmagazines who in fact have made news
reporting their primary function and raison détre. To be able to
draw conjectures, and make statements on how these newsmagazines carry
out this task and roles, we have to look at various dimensions of the
data from this study. In the first section we discussed important
trends observed in foreign news reporting by the newsmagazines, these
include:

1. Continued dominance of World, Western European
and Asian regions and affairs in the newsmagazines
in 1960 and 1970 both in terms of mmber of stories
and space allocation.

2. Continued dominance of political/diplomatic, military/
defense and ecoromic/business affairs around the world

in terms nunber of stories and space allocation in
1960 and 1970.

3. Decrease in number of total stories between 1960 and
1970 devoted to foreign news events,

4. Increase in total space allocation and mumber of
pictures dewvoted to foreign news events.

5. Irreqular pattern of change of individual subject-

matter in terms of mumber of stories between 1960
and 1970.

These trends were all visible and some of them significant, to the

extent that we ask what it is that they revealbarri.what could be their meanings
and policy implications. In the real world, the World, Western Furope,

and Asia have remained relatively the most act:.w.: areas in terms of

power politics, interaction between nationt.:-. of different political
preferences and ideologies,and also areas of potential and real military/

political conflicts; and I think this trend obscxved in the magazines
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only reflected that reality.  We may further appreciate these trends

if we go one step backward and examine some of the major events in
World, West BEuropean and Asian affairs in 1960 and 1970. 1960 was

the cold war peak; Asia was just recovering from the Korean war; Third
World Nations were caught in the heat of the cold war but at the same
time trying to consolidate the.:.r newly acquired statehoods. Western
Burope was the eastern defenses of the west against communist threats,
which scon escalated into the Berlin crisis. Littlewonder then the
newsmagazines reflected the scale and gravity of events in these regions;
a brief glance at the foreign.cover stories of these newsmagazines

during 1960 illustrate the points made -~

Time - 1960

June 13th "Kruschev Attacks U.S."
27th "Japan: Cold War Cockpit"

Newsweek - 1960

June 6th "Cold War and Politics - Our Allies in
Turmoil"

27th "Far East Fiasco"

U.S. News and World Report - 1960

June 6th "Why Student Riot Around the World?"
"where the War Stands Now - The
Kruschev Mystery"

June 13th "“A New Size-Up of Soviet Weakness"
"Going Abroad — How to Keep Well"

June 20th "Commmnists Take Over 90 Miles
From U.S."
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June 27th "The U-2 Must Fly Again"

Except the second cover story in U.S. News and World Report of June 13th,

1960,all the other nine cover stories are directly or/and indirectly
related to cold war issues.

In 1970 these three regions dominated foreign reporting in these
magazines for similar reasons, though with some differences this time.
In 1970 the cold war had thawed and was replaced by detente, but not
before the cold war had spilled over to Asia and the Middle East, where
the superpowers were indirectly involved. These news-magazines reflected

that situation, as their foriegn cover-stories indicated -

Time - 1970
June 22nd "Middle-East in Turmoil®
June 29th "Upset in Britain"

Newsweek - 1970

June lst "Russia in the Middle-East"
29th "The Winner Prime Minister Heath"

U.S. News and World Report - 1970

June 1st "After U.S. leaves Cambodia?"
8th "Can Russia Take Over the Middle-East?"
15th "Nixon's Plan for Vietnam"
- "y,S8, Dilemma in the Middle-East"
22nrd "Big Changes Inside China"
29th "world Danger Zones: U.S. Appraisals"

Out of these ten foreign cover stories only two were not related to the

indirect cold war conflict in Asia and the Middle-East — those of Time
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June 29th and Newsweek, June 29th. The trend regarding dominance of
political/diplomatic, military/defense and economic/business affairs were
indirectly related to the first trend of regional dominance. Most of the
interaction between nations at intermational level and also between U.S.,
Western Europe and Asia were of this nature. If we combine the two
trends we can see that the three regions constituted the structure of
interaction, and the three subject-matters the substance of the inter-
action. Since specific issues about those subject-matters and regions
were enphasized, the views expressed, the stands taken,and the extent

and nature of information provided will in a cumlative process be
cultivated® in the thinking and actions of readers of these magazines,and
others they discuss such matters with. These magazines will create
frameworks of terms of reference and values on the basis of which the
outside world is perceived and reported upon. The other regions and subject-~
matters, though not emphasized as the three leading regions and three
léading subject-matters, will undoubtedly also be c:oﬁsidered by the
audience of this news media. The consideration is likely to beon a_
priority basis, as Gerbner had indicated and stressed in a theoretical
discussion of the cultivation process by the rnadia:4 and it is this
priority framework which may be the rend;*.r's and/or audience'window'to
the world. The first two trends by amphasizing some things through selection
and sythesis were attempts to structure the outside world and produce
certain understandable and éasily referable images. Since the foreign
policy audiences comprise both private citizens and policy-makers the
rami fications of this media activity on public opinion and foreign policy

may be significant,even if indirect and subtle,



The third and fourth tremnds seem to contradict one amother, though
they are different dimensions of the same pheromenon. It is possible
that the number of foreign news stories dropped between 1960 and
1970, while in fact the space allocated and number of pictures increased,
due to changes in directions of world events. Detente in 1970 possibly
meant greater need by the news media to make more in-depth and integrated
analysis of related issues instead of fragmenting them, thus the result
was a decrease in mmber of stories but increase in space and pictures.
If this is so, would it mean that newsmagazines in the U.S. have been
changing the nature of their analysis? Table VIII shows that
the drop in number of stories affected all the regions while there was
increase in space and pictures. We may hence suggest that greater
analytical and more detailed attention to various regions and issues
is likely to provide readers with deeper appreciation of the outside
world and people and hopefully would be a positive indication in new
hopes and steps in communication between people across geopolitical
boundaries. The fifth trend may be indirectly related to the third
and fourth trends,in that general changes in total muber of stories
and total space and pictures got reflected into individual subject-
matters. It is interesting to note that (see Table XV) thmugh the number
of political/diplomatic stories dropped by 58%, yet it contimued to
be the leading subject matter in these terms and in the other measures.

The relative importance and priority order of the various subject-
matters were reflected in other dimensions, one of which is worth
noting -- composition of secondary themes. Table XVI below shows

that even in terms of quantity (mmber) of secondary themes by subject-
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matter, the three leading subject matters noted above still led the
rest. However social and human interest stories seemed have gained
substantially as secondary themes campared to their actual mumber as
primary themes. This camposition of secondary them, in conjunction with
the primary themes to reveal the complex nature of foreign news report-
ing by these magazines as well as the camplex nature of the actual
news events thanselws; For exanple as secordary themes political/
diplomatic and military/defense news still constitute 84% of the total,
indicating that these two subject-matters in actual world events usually
are different elements of the sa:mevents This to a large extent is
a reflection of the true world. What would be of interest from the
point of view of the readers and researchers would be how they would
accept this structing of themes or what they will accept and what they
will reject, and consequently how their foreign policy thinking is
affected by this, and how in turn as active citizens they influence the
media on the related issues and how they are they are'portrayad.

A considerable percentage of foreign news in these magazines was
of intemational nature, i.e., where many nations were interacting at
official~-diplomatic and non-diplomatic-private levels. 1In terms of
nutber of stories such international events had 34.0% (see Table VIIT
of the cumilative totals for the study peried, and also in terms
of space allocated they had 60.'(see Table IX) of the cumilative totals
for the same period. Then we nay ask, in today's current dimensions of
conflicts and cooperation between developed countries and underdeveloped
countries, and also amongst themselves, how did this news media structure

this intemational interaction for the perception of its a:mdience.s
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Only the number of world news stories were analyzed

for the purpose Of this brief examination. (For definitions of
categories,used here, see Footnote 5). Table XVII shows this inter—
action as the newsmagazines structured it. With 126 of the total 226
stories,which is 55.8%, there was more interaction between developed
countries, Interaction at arenas and forums where developed and under-
developed nations were interacting without distinction of status (mostly
at UN or UN agencies), was second comprising 25.3% of total interaction.
Interaction between a developed and an underdeveloped country or a
grow of developed countries and a growp of underdeveloped countries

in such a way that there was distinction of statuses (mostly in non UN
sponsored bilateral or miltilateral meetings and negotiations) comprised
18,6% of total interaction. The least interact

was between underdeveloped countries which amounted to only 0.3% of
total meetings. What does this result mean to readers,foreign policy audi-
ence and researchers in intermational communication and politics? In
terms of world and world events the newsmagazines would focus the
attention of the reader and foreign policy audience mainly to relations
between developed countries; also substantial attention would be focused on
relations between develcped and underdeveloped countries and those at
UN or UN sponsored forums, but nevertheless at both these levels the
developed countries are likely to be leaders,than equal partners to
underdeveloped countries. Interaction between underdeveloped nations
was almost negligible. This media structuring of the world is likely
to define for the readers and audience what nations are important and

why, and what nations are less important and why; and around this scaling
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the media is likely to draw images about what the world system is, what
it was and what it is changing into., During the period of this study I
would conjecture that the media pictured the division of the world as
it was,because within that decade, most of the third world countries
had just emerged into nationhood and were and still are struggling with
problems of economic development and industrialization,and hence most of
their relevant/important relations were with ﬂ)e'developed countries
rather than with each other. For the research a relevant question
would be how the structure and images drawn by the media are perceived
by the foreign policy audience, and in what ways they interact with public
opinion and foreign policy making.

We now turn to the last qualitative exploration,which deal with
to what extent could we say any of the above findings have relevance to
any of the four propositions of the Galtung-Ruge hypothesis on foreign
news.6 In terms of military~-political commitments and investments abroad.
U.S. has nore interest in Western Furope, Asia and throughyy agencies.
and hence the greater attention paid by this news media to these areas
(see Table VIII ard XV). Since every media serves the social
structure that supports it, these newsmagazines made greater surveillence
of areas strategic to U.S. interests. The proposition of significance
of proximity as a criteria in determining what foreign news events are
newsworthy, is only partly supported by the data Iatin America received
substantial attention (6% of total mmber of stories) which supports
the proposition; but Canada where U.S, has both large investments and
are neighbors received ve.ry little attention {only 2.7% of total mumber

of stories) which thus rejects the propositon. Western Burope which is



culturally similar to U.S. received great attention (27% of total nunber
of stories) and hence lends support to the propositon which says cultural
similarity is a determinant factor in determing what outside regions
are newsworthy to a national media. At regional level the greater
level of interaction between developed countries (See Table XVIT)

would suggest support for the-fourtﬁ hypothesis, which says significance
of a foreign country/region as a factor in intermational politics,is a
determinant factor in selecting events within it as newsworthy by the
national media. However those conclusions are merely tentative and not
determinative; and the data of this study is not broad encugh to answer
questions about the (".altung-Rﬁge theory satisfactorily.

This section has tried to use the guantitative results in conjunc-
tion with the theoretical and empirical assumptions of the study, together
with certain commonly known events that happened or are happening in the
world to make some qualitative statements. We tried to explain the
main trends observed. The camposition of secondary themes indicated
that many of the major news events were dimensionsof the same major
event Or events; for exarple military/defense, political/diplomatic and
economic/business news appear together in many story items. It was also
found that at the international evel there'was more interaction between
developed countries and least between underdeveloped countries. Some
of the findings lend support to the propositions of the Galtung-Ruge
theory. |

Sumrary
Using elements of pictures, mmber of stories and space allocation

as measures of attention we- fourd that greater attention and emphasis
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was placed on World, West European, and Asian regions and also to
political/diplomatic, military/defense and economic/business affairs.
However substantial attention and emphasis were placed on the other
regions and problems., There was very little differences between the
magazines; however in terms of number of stories U.S. News and World

Report had more on World affairs and Times and Newsweek had more on
West European affairs, with very little difference on the other regions.
In intermagazine differences only one significant difference was found
and it was between U.S. News and World Report and Times in terms of

nutber of stories reported in 1970. The qualitative findings stggest
that the trends found is attention and emphasis and intermagazine
reporting pattern were good indicators and reflectors of the real out-
side world. The policy implications of all the findings were discussed
and it was felt that there is some inportant influence that this news
media might have on public opinion and foreign policy formation by
directly or indirectly influencing policy makers and community leaders,
as an earlier study by Alfred 0. Hero had indicated.’
We now turn to the last chapter to look at most of the problems
encountered, the limitations of the research, other discussions and

suggestions emanating from this study.



CHAPTER FOUR

DISCUSSIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

In the preceding chapters we presented the problem, methodology
of investigation and the study results and findings. Some of the
problems encountered have been partly touched upon as well as possible
meanings, ramifications and policy implications of the findings. 1In
this last chapter we will discuss these problems further and conclude
with what ideas and directiongthe study suggests.

Problems and ILimitations
The springboard of this study was Gerbner and Marvanyi’s

benchmark study of the press systems of the v.'m:].t.’x.1 That study
having discussed the significance of international commmication, and
having shown that each press system has a different image and out-
look of the outside world, suggested the need for detailed study of
each press system so that comprehensive-data may be generated for
more large scale and sophisticated comparative studies. I chose

to look at the news media of the American press system and I further
narrowed down by selecting the news magazines. This narrowing down
had its advantages and disadvantages. It made the data more easier
to grasp and removed - the need to compare across with the other
organs of the news media. At the same time the inability to compare

instantly with other news media organs meant that we were likely to

=30~
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to overgeneralize from the narrow base of this study; we tried
minimizing this by reviewing and using research literature and find-
ings that dealt with the news media from a wider angle and hence
provided guidelines for generalization.

The conceptual frmdcwasnadebmade:wughtoallmmm
(1) see the post-world war II world's setting within which we can
appreciate the need for communication between different people for
the promotion of peace, (2) reveal the pervasiveness of the media
in the lives of people today and as the main channel by which they
come into contact with the outside world, (3) that the dynamic nature
of the 20th century in both its industrialization and urbanization
efforts was largely supported by the media,commmicating values,
ideas and techniques within and between gecpolitical entities, and
(4) consequently that if we can carefully and gradually understand
the media as one of those forces that shape and define our symbolic
environment we can in turn put the media to other uses. Hence we
need regular stocktaking of the world around us by monitoring its
images as structured and defined by the media. It may be questioned
that these underlying assumptions are very optimistic conpared to
the real outside world; the answer to this would be that the
democratic process and its solution~finding orientation is one of
the critical and MOst inportant forces today,and it is the duty of
the commnications researcher to try and uncover some elements of this
process in the media; and the news media is an equally legitimate

starting point.



Having defined the research problem, the next step was to
identify elements and characteristics of the foreign news story that
would answer the research questions. ILength of story in colum
inches, number of stories, pictures, foreign cover stories, geo~
political region, subject-matter of story and total printed space
of each magazine were identified as those elements whose analysis
would show us the patterns and techniques by which the newsmagazines
report the outside world for its readers and foreign policy audience.
The main aim was to find trends in how these three magazines report
the world and also variations in these trends between the three
magazines. Since the basic problem was exploratory and the setting
nonexperimental, it was felt that these various characteristics
were satisfactory enough to give us a good idea about the foreign
news coverage in these magazines. They would gives us good measures
of the attention the news media paid to various regions of the world
and various issves in form of subject-matter,and the trends over the
period and within each magazines might be indicative of how the
media responded to changes and events in the real world; however
since this study was not using message system analysis the actual
nature of the content was not measured. Couldn't we have explored
other characteristics to show certain dimensions of the coverage?

Of course we could,especially if we developed some gualitative
measures to explore other characteristics; however this was not
done because of the serious validity and re! ! ability problems that

could accampany such measures and might ult inately confound our
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findings. However since subjectivity and qualitative elements are
integral elements of all social pheromenon including the media
developed two minor qualitative questions to accompany the main
question of the investigation; these two questions dealt with (1)
making qualitative statements and conjectures about the outside
world from the way the newsmagazines reported it through the use of

implicit or explicit extra-media f:bata,,2

and (2] to try and briefly
test the Galtung-Riuge theory from thn data we had and from other
sources. For the first one we wanted to suggest what influence the
pattern of foreign news coverage might have on readers and audiences,
especially considering that these newsmagazines are considered very
influential on commnity leaders and policy-makers.> The second
qualitative question was discussed from some of the findings, In
answering these two questions, nothing was definitive and statements
and suggestions were only tentative, and a more sophisticated and
detailed research whose main focus is these two questions would be
needed to answer them satisfactorily. In short the measures developed
were satisfactory for the main question; and those for the minor
two qualitative questions, though they pose serious validity questions,
were narrowed to use data only from the findings including other
known extra-media data, and even these were restrained to minimal
use,

A coding instrument was constructed on the basis of the
measures and characteri st:i.cs identified, and their operational defini-

tions. We presented and measured foreign news from ten geopolitical



regions which were created on the basis of common  geographical
and political factors. Since a news story's bulk of information had
to deal with events and/or subjects of a particular region, our
tenth region w;s called "world" and dealt with events covering many
different comntries. It was important to create this regicnal
category because it would in fact provide us with data that would
show us the pattern and nature of interaction between nations at
intermational~miltilaterallevel, Eight subject-matter categories
were developed in the initial study proposal,but this was modified
to ten: two value-laden categories 'anti-social news' and 'pro-
grossive news' were eliminated and we included and added 'human
interest', 'science/invention', 'education' and 'disaster/crime'.

The categories were created by collapsing together related subjects,
e.g., economics and business or political and diplomatic, into a
single category. This had the advantage of providing broad categories
within which we could easily fit most of the things observed during
the preceeding pilot survey. However there was the fear that these
ten categories wouldn't be exhaustive m&xgh. It was difficult to
avoid some kind of overlapping in one way or another since the style
of these newsmagazines includes backgrounding each specific story
against all its relatéd issues in order to give the story a balance.
One way we thought to minimize this was to make a separate recording
of the major secondary t}m of each news story (the infomration
which we used later to make certain qualitative discussion), this

measure gave us an idea of the relative weights and complexity of
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certain mbject-mttera.‘ Did all of the measures in the coding
instrurent measure those characteristics satisfactorily? The
definition of all subject-matter and physical characteristics of
the news story were discussed thoroughly with two coding assistants.
A reliability test on the subject-matter categories yielded satis-
factory intercoder reliability coefficients (see Table VI).

The datawere organized through varying combinations of all
the characteristics measured, in such a way as to give us (1) the
relative 'attention' and 'emphasis' paid to the different subject-
matters and regions, (2) the general nature of content of fo;reign
reporting by looking at all the foreign cover stories, (3) who
interacted with who at the intermational levels, this was designed
to see varying interactions between developed and developing
countries, (4) couposition of themes in the stories for other
indicators of the relevant weight and importance of different subject~
matters and (5) the proportion of total foreign news space to total
printed space in each magazine as a relative indicator of ‘'attention'
to the outside world vis-a-vis other news media. The findings
focused around these five centers. Wediscovered greater 'attention’
paid to Western Furopean, Asian and World affairs and also to issues
dealing with political/diplomatic, military/defense and economic/
business. The other regions and subject-matters received little
'attention.' We conjectured that looking at 1960 and 1970 these
news media reflected exactly the major areas of events and substance

of interaction: the 1960 ‘cold war stage.was reflected in 9 of the 10
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cover stories in 1960, and the 'cold war' related issues and superpower
politics were reflected in 8 of the 10 cover stories in 1970, There was
considerably great interaction among developed countries, a mpderate level
interaction between developed and underdeveloped countries, and almpst
negligible between underdeveloped countries. The emergence of the developing
nations onto the world stage had only been recent and slow, and
the media perhaps only reflected this reality. The images these
differential ‘attentions' and 'emphases' might create on the
audience are a matter of conjecture, but from the cultivation pro-
cess? point of view, the audience would likely to see the world in this
order of 'important' and 'less' inportant actors in international
mm arnd politics. Especially in 1960 the auvdience were likely
to conceive of most world events in temms of the 'cold war', but by
1970 the marginality of the cold war and greater enphasis on detente
might likely make the audience begin reorienting their outlook on
the world and world issues.

In an overall way these newsmagazines devoted more space to
foreign news proportionate to their sizes compared to most newspapers;
they devoted an average of 11% of total printed space as against the

> his

newspaper who usually devote between 2%~6% of total space.
wouid be indicative of the great quantity the newsmagazines feeds
its audience with. The Galtung-Ruge hypothesis was looked at from
all these dimensions of the results and in a limited way they supported
the four propositions except one aspect of one proporition, as was
discussed earlier.

In the absence of much substantive evidence from the content

of the actual stories, it is difficult to make a specific generalization
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just from the results ohtained here. However I would venture to
make one, recognizing that it would take comparative and more
detailed data to fully support it,: "“that newsmagazines more than
other news media by supplying greater and more analytic information
about the outside world, would have greater influence on the think-
ing of the elite foreign policy audience and policy makers."

Summary

This chapter went over the main procedures of the investiga-
tion and the problems encountered and what measures were taken to
minimize then in order to improve validity and reliability aspects
of the investigation. Discussion here included possible
meanings and policy implications of the effects these news media
may have on its audience and on foreign policy making. The study
itself was so limited in the sense that it only dealt with one organ

of the news media.

SUGGESTTONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This research by atteppting to fill some gap by providing
preliminary steps and data in the study of foreign news coverage in
newsmagazines, only tc‘)uches on the broader question of the needs
of the broader area of investigation. The broader area is inter-
national commmnication and the role of the mass media in that domain.
First it is within such a practice of narrowing the areas of study

that researchers all ovor the world could hope to gather detailed and
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comprehensive data which could be pooled for use in broader compara-
tive analysis. Efforts like those of Gerbner and Marvanyi® have under-
scored the need. This study, for example, by revealing that U.S. news~
magazines between 1960 and 1970 have gradually abandoned 'cold war'
ﬂmmmﬁruddevotedmmapace,.midlnmtmrein-depmamlysls,
to foreign affairs, meant that tremds like these were and have been
emerging and researchers and policy makers should gather the relevant
data for use. Also by showing that methodology, especially qualitative
measures, in international communication study is yet to be fully
developed means that researchers in various countries by cooperating in
researth,euﬁungingofdatamﬂazbseq;mtsanirardism:ssionsmu]d
held in developing a good methodology or methodologies. In brief this
study suggests the following:

1. Need to pay more attention to studying foreign
newsmagazines since their audience comprise of
foreign news in newsmagazines opinion, decisjon,
and policy makers both at home and at the inter-
national level.

2. Need to narrow down areas of study to individual
news media organs so that data could be generated
faster,

3. Need for corporation between communication
researchers in all parts of the wdrld. It is
in order here to say that the greatest need today
in developing countries is for the rapid communi-
cations of ideas and techniques to generate
faster development in society, government and
economy .

The need to know and to pass and use knowledge has been as old as

man, but with the coming of the modern conmunications techrology
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thesocialpmcessissoridicallychmgedthatmmedtomxﬁtor

a:ﬂarnlysethemssmdiaforthemu.stnwmremﬂdixectionin

information and knowledge diffusion.v



FOOTNOTES
Chapter One

1Many writers and researchers have made this observation,emphasizing
govermment and diplamatic secrecy and the limited personal contacts
between citizens of different countries as factors which tend to in~
crease the significance of the media in international communication.,
See, International Comunication as a Field of Study, edited by
James W. Markham (Iowa University Press, 1970, Iowa) pp. i-viii and
pp. 117-119. Phillips W. Davison, Intermaticonal Political Commnica-
tion, {New York, Praeger, 1965) pp. 68-62 and pp. 327-381.

2Te term “international communication” is here used in its simplest
form meaning "people speaking to people and/or government speaking
to goverrment," i.e., citizens and groups acting as private actors
and government acting as the actors responsible for legal policy
decisions at domestic and international levels. For a rore detailed
but simple discussion of the term and concept see, International
Comumnication ag a Field of Study, edited by Markham (Iowa University
Press, 1970, Iowa), pp. vii-~viii.

3a lot of interest has been shown here by policy-makers and academic
researchers., For example the 1952 and 1953 volumes of Journalism
Quarterly contain more than 20 symposia papers on the problems and
perspectives in international coomunication vis-g-vis international
relations. The emphasis throughout is that America'’s new world
leadership role in extriably links its domestic efforts with events
outside.

4I-len:t:y Kissinger,"The End of Bipolarity," in The Theory and Practice
of International Relations, ed. Fred A. Sunderman, William C. Colson and
David A. Mclellan, (New Jersey: Prentice Hzll, 1960} pp. 50-33.
Kissinger's thesis'main thrust is that the interxdependency and conplexity
of the new world stage necessitates a flexible and graduated policy
towards both the east and the third world natiens.

: »
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Report No. 2 on 'Winning the Cold War:
The U.5. Ideological Offensive', 88th Congress House Report No. 1352
April 27, 1964, pp. 6-7. Also quoted in Herbert I. Schiller, Mass
Communications and the Anerican Empire {(Beacon Press Boston, 1269},
p. 12.

Sherbert T. Schiller, 1969, ibid. For the main thrust of his ideas

see especially Chapter One, pp. 1-17.

7 , 1969, ibid, p. 1.

8mis basic assumption and thesis has been dwelt on extensively by

George Gexbner and Geroge Marvanyi 1974, Many Worlds of the World
Press, mimeograpli. The Annerberg School of Communication, University
of Pennsylvania, see cspexcially pp. 3-4 where the idea that "evexy
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system of commmnications serves the social structure which shapes

and supports it"is discussed. SeeGeozge Gerbner, "Press Perspectives in

World Communication: A Pilot Study," Journalism Quarterly 38, 1961,

pp. 313-327; in this study of the U.S. and Hungarian press coverage

of U.N. meetings in 1960 it was demonstrated that each of the two
ayatem; sees and treats the world differently, the U.S. press

mphasizing 'procedural’ problems, while the Hungarian press was

emphasizing prablems of 'goals and ends’.

1bid, see especially pp. 15-24.
0mig, p. 3.

1lphillips W. Davison, 1965, op. cit. - See especially pp. 68-69 where
he discusses the media and hcopmim and pp. 327-31 where he
dwells as how mass media transmits information and here he tries to
show how the media's domestic activity of image formation gets
translated in international relations and behavior in international
politics.

12gee Fred. S. Siebert, et. al. (ed.)'The Social Responsibility Theory'in
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130uincy Wright, cited by Phillips W. Davison in Mass Communications and
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2lgee the quotes fromCharles Siefmann in Bernard C. Cchen, 1963,
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FOOTNOTES

Chapter Two

1Seme page 27-28 of this study for a more detailed discussion of this.
Also see Alfred 0. Hero, op. cit., 1959, pp. 45-77.

Z\1fred 0. Hero, 1959, ibid.
3heodore Peterson, 1956, op. cit., p. 59.
41..3. martin, 1960, op. cit., p. 206.

S5a1fred 0. Hero, 1959, op. cit. From his 1958 study and from cita-
tions of results from some pioneers in commmication research

(Paul F. Lazarsfeld, etc.) he showed how these newsmagazines are used
by menbers of the upper and lower echelons of society. The idea of
two-step communication flow sugguest that opinion leaders inform

and influence others below them, through discussion of the news and
opinions in the media. For some details on the theory of two-step
flow commmication, see Elihu Datz et. al. (ed.) Personal Influence
(The Free Press, New York, 1955), pp. 1-136.

bror a good thesis on the fading out of the bipolar system, see
Henry Kissinger, "The End of Bipolarity," op. cit., 1960.

Tgarl E. Rosengren, September, 1969, op. cit.
8I"j.c_:;ures of circulation rate are for 1963.

9he definitions in this section are all within the general patterns
of definitions of similar phenomenon made in the benchmark study by
Gerbner and Marvanyi, 1974, op. cit., see especially pp. 9-10.

lo'rime, Newsweek and U.S. News and World Report formats mostly con-
sisted of three colums per page and each colum was standardly 9
colum inches thus giving a 27 colum inch space for possible printed
matter. In very few cases we found that the three colums were
collapsed or divided into two on which the whole news story was
spread; in such a case, a sinple arithmatic formulae was used to convert
collapsed pages into standard 3-colum measures: Iength = X x 1.5 in
the case of a two colum page, and Iength = X x 3 in the case of a one-
colum page, X here being whatever the actual length of the colum
was.

Vyaiter Lippman and Charles Merz, 1920, op. cit.
127 ¢. Yu Frederic and John Luter, 1964, op. cit.

13George Gerbner, "Sin, Suffer, Repent -~ The Social Role of the Confession
Magazine," in Stulies in Mass Commmication, ASC Handbook, 1976, pp. 53-70.
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14garl E. Rosengren, October 1969, op. cit.

gohn p. Dupree, 1971, op. cit.

16yilliam A. Scott, "Reliability of Content Analysis: The Case of
Nominal Scale Coding," Public Opinion Quarterly 17/3, 1955, pp. 321~
325.

Possible Agreenélts - Observed Agreements .
Possible Agreements

When coefficient is 0 it is perfect, when it is one it is by chance;
anything lower than 005 is a positive reliability measure,

The formulae is : 100




Chapter Three

lIn measuring the total printed space of each magazine the cover

sheets were excluded because they are totally dewoted to advertising
while this is not so with the rest of the magazine,

200rrpared to total printed space foreign news space % was found mch
smller, ¢.f., Gerbner and Marvaryi, 1974, cp. cit. especially the
tables in Apperdix A; and Kayser, op. cit.

3See Gerge Gerbner, "Cultural Indicators: The Third Voice®” in

Commumications Technology and Social Policy (eds.) George Gerbner,
HWilliam Melody and Larry Gross, New York, John Wiley and Sons, 1973.

4Geor_ge Gerbner, 1973, ibid.

5It is easy here to consider the interaction between geoeconomic regions,

rather specific political or ideclogical or cultural differences/criteria,
since industrialization and econcmic development arxd relations secm more
profound in today's world. Dewveloped countries here include all
industrial western and communist nations, and urderdeveloped countries
include all third world countries; those items that dealt with inter-
action between many nations, developed and underdeveloped.

6C[‘he Galtung-Ruge hypothesis has been discussed earlier in this report

(see page 22 ).

"Mlfred 0. Bero, 1958, op. cit. -
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FOOTNOTES,
~ Chapter Four

1Gexhrer and Marvanyi, 1974, op. cit.

2Rosengren, Karl E., October 1969, op. cit. He had convincingly
argued the need for commmication research to make use of extra-
media data, e.g., from demography, industrial indices and other
useful statistics.

3alfred A. Hero, 1959, op. cit., see especially Chapter III, pp.

4'111.i.shasbeendiscussedearlmr. See George Gerbner, 1973, op-.
cit.

3¢C.F. Findingshy@artmerandmrvanyi, 1974, gE__cit. See also a
short term paper I did under Dr. Gerbner in the Spring 1976. I
found that The Philadelphia Inquirer devoted only 4% of its total
printed space to foreign news.

SGerbner and Marvanyi, 1974, op. cit.

7Ebr approaches as relationship between commmication technology
and the social process, see Commmication Technology and Social
Policy, edited by Gerbner et. al., 1973, op. cit.
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APPENDIX I

' Coding Instrument

~ Foreign News Research: Foreign News Coverage in Time, Newsweek and U.S.

News & World Report,K Magazines.

Note: All coders mast familiarize themselves with the details of
all definitions as contained in the proposal for this study
and the subsequent discussion of it.

Check as appropriate for each foreign news item:

A. Name of Coder Date

.ﬁane of Magazine | " Date of Issue

B. Geograhic Region of Event:
Africa Asia Canada China Easterm Europe
Latin America Middle East Russia Western Europe

World _

1. If Region, Specify Country if Possible:

Name of Country

2. If World Event, Who are the Principal Actors?
Name of Actors' (on basis of regional category)

3. Other

C. Subject-Matter of News Story
1. Political/Diplomatic _

a. conflict b. non—conflict

~10.2-
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2. Military/Defense
a. conflict __ b. arms deals ___ c¢. peace
negotiation or settlement  d. armed forces __
3. Economic/Business _
a. development reports __ b. trade _
c. Investment 4. daily economics
4. Cultural News ___

a. entertainment _ b. books  c. art
d. religion __ e. music ___ f. sports __
g. other

5. Social News
a. individual __ b. group __ c. other
6. Diaster/Crime

a. crime ___ b. accidents ___ c. diaster __
d. other
7. Science/Invention _
a. science __ b. invention __
8. Education __
a. institutions/schools _ b. policy problems
9. Human Interest

10. Miscellaneous

). Primary and Secondary Themes if Possible
a. primary _ b. secondary __ (on basis of subject matter

categories)
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E. Length of Story in Golum Inches

F.

A.
B.

C.

D.

F‘

G.

Nunber of Pictures/Tables/Graphs/Maps

a.

nunber of cover story/stories

b. title of cover story/stories: foreign domestic
SUMMARY
Coder Date of Issue Magazine
Region Country Actors (if world):
East West Third World

Subject Matter
Primary Theme
Length of Story

Secondary Theme

Number of Pictures, etc.

Nurber of Cover Story

a.

Nurber of Foreign

Number of Domestic



APPENDIX II

General Characteristics of the Newsmagazine During the inSa.nples
Period Date of Issue Circulation (000) No. of Pages

T N N T N U

June 6 104 120 125

1960 June 13 T =2,738 128 112 128

June 20 N =1,531 88 116 140

June 27 USN = 1,256 96 108 116

June 1 92 106 92

June 8 87 108 96

1970 June 15 106 112 92

June 22 90 92 100

June 29 82 88 88

Totals 5,525 873 962 976

Averages X =1,842 97 107 107

Source: My computations, Fbr the circulation figures see footnote 8.
Note : All aveages here rounded to whole murbers; circulation rounded to

the 000.
Abbreviations used: T = Tine
N = Newsweek
USN = U.S. News and World Report
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