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A B S T R A C T 

The weakening economies of most developing countries 

over the years, have hampered the implementation of many 

urban planning programmes. This has motivated the search 

for alternative planning and management strategies in 

sectors of urban development including the provision of 

utilities. The study set out to examine the physical 

planning and management practice for the provision of 

utilities, using Bauchi town as a study area. 

Planning the provision of utilities in towns consists 

of physical planning and engineering operations and 

application of economic rationale. They are parts of a 

broad spectrum of plan formulation and implementation and 

maintenance or management of utility projects. Co-ordination 

is therefore, required to control and integrate operations 

for the realisation of efficient utility provision and 

urban development. Therefore, a comprehensive planning 

approach in the form of agencies co-ordination, economic 

effectiveness and social welfare consideration were used 

as criteria for assessing the efficiency of utilities 

provision in the study area. 
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The analysis shows the absence of a suitable 

framework to co-ordinate operations between the various 

sectors of utility planning (especially at the policy 

formulation level) as one of the major factors hampering 

the efficient provision of utilities in Bauchi town. 

Associated with this are the problems of lack of adequate 

funding by the government to finance the provision of 

utilities and the required facilities for distribution due 

to massive subsidisation policy. Over provision of land 

area for housing development and growth have led to rapid 

expansion of land area beyond the financial limits of 

utiLity management agencies to provide facilities. These 

and the failure to stop development from encroaching on 

utility lines have contributed to the inefficiencies of 

utility systems in Bauchi town. 

In view of these problems of utility provision in 

Bauchi town, corporate plan formulation approach through 

a utility planning committee and the adoption of a cost 

recovery approach with a clearly defined minimum 

subsidisation of utilities based on affordability of 

urban population is suggested to resolve the problems of 

utility planning and management in Bauchi town. 

VIII 







































































































42 

equity 

public 

in distribution to the population. In Britain 

water supply became largely a function of the 

Government and her agencies as from 1902 (Sleeman, 1953). 

This wa 

also to 

s in response to increasing demand for utilities and 

extend supplies to (less economically viable) areas 

that fail to attract private utility companies. Furthermore, 

utility undertakings are long term investment (projects) 

with large scale capital requirements and a slow rate of 

profit turnover» hence are hardly attractive to private 

investors. This is because of the huge capital requirement 

and also the numerous competing alternative uses with 

higher or faster rate of profit turnover, especially at the 

ige of economic development in most countries. infant a 

Therefore, Government participation is necessary at this 

stage., In recognition of this, import a'nt participatory 

role, in United States of America, the Government financed 

most of the water supply projects (Farris and Sampson, 

1973), a|id budgetary expenditure on utility projects was 

"more than 10 million Dollars between 1956 and 1965" 

Muhammad (1981, P:l3). In Nigeria, for example, alternative 

business ventures like transport and commerce have less 

capital requirement, and high or fast rate of profit 

returns than utilities. Therefore, utilities may not 

attract the needed investment from private sector to keep 

growth ip pace with the demand requirements. More so, 

shortages exists in the supply of utilities because of the 

rapid increase in demand due to urban growth and industrial 






































