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ABSTRACT 

Informat ion s e r v i c e s a re cons idered to be a 

s ine -qua-non for the proper o r i e n t a t i o n and guidance 

of every s o c i e t y . The l e v e l of s o p h i s t i c a t i o n of 

any s o c i e t y , and the n a t u r e of i t s development a re 

l a r g e l y determined by the a v a i l a b i l i t y of informat ion 

channels-. These a re what must be employed for 

e f f e c t i v e t r a n s f e r and d i f f u s i o n of in fo rmat ion and 

knowledge which i s to be r a p i d l y u t i l i s e d for 

d i f f e r i n g needs and purposes S p e c i f i c a l l y , the 

purpose o f t h i s study i s t o t r a c e the n a t u r e , 

methodology, r a t i o n a l e and phi losophy of in format ion 

s e r v i c e s pursued in Pre -Colon ia l Hausaland. As a 

b a s i c f a c e t of human development and growth, 

in fo rmat ion s e r v i c e s a re i n d i s p e n s a b l e t o t h e 

s u r v i v a l of the peop le . The c r u c i a l r o l e p layed by 

in fo rmat ion s e r v i c e s in t h e t r an s fo rma t ion of the 

s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l , c u l t u r a l , economic and r e l i g i o u s 

o r i e n t a t i o n and guidance of a s o c i e t y is impor tan t 

enough t o j u s t i f y the a s s e r t i o n t h a t t he 

accumula t ion , p r e s e r v a t i o n , r e c o r d i n g and 

d i s semina t ion of in format ion had been an e s t a b l i s h e d 

s o c i e t a l i n s t i t u t i o n o f c e n t r a l importance i n 

P r e - C o l o n i a l Hausaland in p a r t i c u l a r and any s o c i e t y 

a t l a r g e . Thus, t he study seeks to throw ample 

l i g h t on t h e s o c i o - c u l t u r a l i n t e r a c t i o n and 

communication systems and t h e i r u n d e r - c u r r e n t s . 

Informat ion s e r v i c e s in P r e - C o l o n i a l Hausaland 

were to achieve the fol lowing major o b j e c t i v e s : -
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( i ) To pinpoint and highl ight the fundamental 

changes tha t were achieved as a r e s u l t of 

the modifications of the information 

s t ruc tu re . This was to r e f l e c t soc ie ta l 

needs, global requirements and standard. 

( i i ) To determine whether the information system 

evolved in Hausaland took care of the 

actual information needs of the socie ty . 

( i i i ) To determine the extent to which t h i s 

system helped the socio-economic 

development of the people. 

( iv) To guide adminis t ra tors , policy-makers, 

educational planners and researchers in 

defining the information needs and the 

inev i tab le formulation of appropriate 

nat ional information po l i cy . 

Consequently, d i f ferent media, techniques and 

apparatuses employed for the transmission of 

information in Pre-Colonial Hausaland r e f l e c t i n g 

d i f fe r ing or ien ta t ion and emphasis are i d e n t i f i e d . 

Also, various ways and means through which information 

service was disseminated to d i f fe ren t ca tegor ies , 

l e v e l and group of people in the area are h ighl ighted. 

The effect iveness and adequacy of the information 

service designed for the area is fully assessed. 

The study discovers the extent of information 

serv ice engaged at d i f ferent l e v e l s , apparatuses 

used and areas of cons t ra in t s in the smooth flow of 

information. 
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The study further evaluates and analyses the 

effect iveness of the service in r e l a t i on to 

p a r t i c u l a r soc ie ta l needs, norms and va lues . 

The study r e f l e c t s on current t rends in the 

provision of information service which is highly 

secular ised as a r e su l t of cu l tu ra l dependence and 

the inev i t ab le media imperialism1 . 

The previous knowledge of the s t r a t e g i e s , 

meri ts and v i r t ue s of the Pre-Colonial Hausaland 

information service are seen as the only remedy to 

the drawbacks and def ic iencies in the current 

information serv ice . I t i s envisaged t h a t these 

r e s o l u t i o n s , conclusion and findings with 

far-reaching effects would hopefully contr ibute to 

the b e t t e r understanding, advancement and 

re -appra i sa l of the dynamics of information and 

help to re-cons t ruc t the t rue nature of information 

se rv ice . 
































































































































































































































































