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C h a p t e r Three 

LOGATIONAL CONSIDERATION3 

3-01 P h y s i o l o g i c a l 

3 . 0 2 E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

3 . 0 3 Doric-graphic 
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LOCATION COMaiDisRiiTIONS 

3.01 Physiological; 

(a-).. Geology: 

The Benue valley is one of the least documented areas 

in Nigerian geology. Most of Benue Jtate comprises a 

geological structure of the low-lying river system with 

small areas of complex older granite adjoining the Niger 

River as an extension of the geological structure to the 

West of the river. The Southern area is generally gently 

undulating with low hills some of which rise up to 600 m.a.s.-l 

especially in the North-East region, 

Makurdi belongs to the lower or South Benue valley. 

In this sub-region, very thick marine dark grey shales, 

siltstone and sub-ordinate limestones were deposited in the 

middle Albian/Lower Cretaceous age. The upper Cretaceous 

cen manian sediments were only identified in the Odukpari 

area of the South-.Eastern corner of the Nigerian coastal 

basin. The Muri sandstone of the middle Benue region was 

assigned a cenomani n age and were reported to wedge out in 

the South-West and have not been observed in the South. The 

Ezeaku Shales and the equivalent Makurdi Formation overlie 

the Albian Shales around Makurdi, It consists of a thick 

mass of cement bedded coarse grained deposits described as 

the Makurdi sandstone, which attains a thickness of up to 

900 metres. Its basalt parts are laterally equivalent to the 

Keana sandstone of the middle Benue area. Up in the senonian 

age, the Awgu Formation was reposited consisting of marine 

fossilferdus grey-blue shales associated with subordinate 










































































