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ABSTRACT 

The importance of the sea not only as a source of food and means of 

transport but also as a potential source of finding solutions to many of man's social, 

economic, political and ecological problems has created the impetus for the legal 

division of the world's oceans into national and international jurisdictions. This legal 

regime evolved historically through state practices beginning from the Spanish and 

Portuguese control of the world oceans in 1493 to the signing of a broad-based and 

comprehensive treaty, the Third United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS III), in 1982. This treaty is not only a comprehensive legal instrument that 

embodies one of the latest codification and progressive development of 

international law, but is also a legal base for national ocean policies of nation-states. 

Nigeria participated in the negotiations that led to the signing of the treaty in 1982. 

She also ratified the convention on August 14, 1986, eight years before it can be into 

force on November 16, 1994 This study undertakes a critical evaluation of the 

influence of the'law of the sea on the emergence of a comprehensive marine policv 

in Nigeria. Having done this, our neneral conclusion is that the evolution and 

development of marine policy depend on the politics and global legislations on the 

sea as nations struggle for share of the mass resources of the sea. This suggests 

that national ocean policies must be part of national planning which have been 

found to be absent in Nigeria. Besides, the complexity of the ocean medium itself 

requires integrative structures of various dimensions for effective ocean policy. 

Ocean policy, therefore, requires integration at the local, state and national 
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levels as well as national development planning. There must also be integration of 

international ocean relations at the regional and global levels. The most significant 

specific conclusions reached from our analysis, evaluation and findings are that (I) 

sectoral approach and lack of co-ordination and harmonization between institutions 

of policy formulation and implementation are the major factors which impaired the 

emergence of a comprehensive ocean policy in Nigeria; (ii) there is institutional 

inadequacy as the country does not have a central authority that oversees ocean 

affairs; (iii) there still exists a legislative vacuum as far as maritime laws are 

concerned: while some existing maritime legislations are outdated and conflict with 

current international practices, there are areas in which laws have not yet been 

enacted; and (iv) although there is some degree of awareness as to the need for 

a comprehensive ocean policy in Nigeria, there is complete lack of political will on 

the part of governmental authorities to include ocean policy into national 

development plans. On the basis of these conclusions, we have made some 

recommendations which centre on tne national legislations for institutional 

restructuring in order to enhance the evolution of an intrgrated ocean policy in 

Niaeria 

















































































































49 

in the United Nations also increased the numerical strength of the Afro-Asian-Latin 

American States. Unlike the period before the 1970s, the number of t.k.o Afro-Asian 

and Latin American nations in the law of the sea conference has increased to about 

59 percent (Table 3.1) This numerical strength even totalled more than two-thirds 

majority needed for decision-making in the United Nations proceedings. They now 

became ideologically united in demanding a share in the distribution of the world's 

wealth and resources. 

Table 3.1: Increased Membership of Afro-Asian and 

Latin American Nations at UNCLOS 

Reqion 

Asia 

Africa 

Latin 

Communist B'on 

West and Others 

1958-1960 

34 

6 

20 

10 

26 

1973-1974 

41 

41 

24 

12 

29 

When Ambassador Arvid A. Pardo made his famous speech at the United 

Nations General Assembly calling for a declaration and treaty on the peaceful use, 

in the interest of mankind, of the seabed resources beyond national jurisdiction, 

undersea technology had made seabed mineral resources accessible. And for the 

majority of the third world nations, "the seabed was the last frontier for mankind to 

tap the rich resources found there:9. 

But they also were keenly aware that without the technology, 


















































































































































































