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ABSTRACT 

Soc ia l S tud ios as a new d i s c i p l i n e in the coun t ry i s 

p r e s e n t l y ga in ing r e c o g n i t i o n i n both the p o l i c y d e l i b r a t i o n s 

under the new educa t ion system and in a more wider di mention 

of curr iculum development. Going in t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e a re 

s e r i o u s shortcomings of most m a t e r i a l s produced for the 

Soc ia l S t u d i e s programme, prominent among which are the n e g l e c t 

of the r o l e Geography concepts and s k i l l s can p lay in the 

a t t a inment of Soc ia l S t u d i e s o b j e c t i v e s and the emphasis on 

f a c t s as aga in s t conceptual development. 

Unknown to many Soc ia l S t u d i e s t e a c h e r s , the need for 

grasping the concept of a r e a l arrangements and d i s t r i b u t i o n 

of phys i ca l and c u l t u r a l phenomena in space and time as t a u g h t 

in Soc ia l S t u d i e s has i ts r o o t s in Geography, The Geography 

concepts i n e v i t a b l y form a p a r t of every Soc ia l S t u d i e s u n i t , 

f o r i n every u n i t the c h i l d l e a r n s about i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

among a S o c i e t y , i t s c u l t u r e and i t s environment, and about 

d i f f e r e n c e s and s i m i l a r i t i e s between p l a c e s . 

S u p r i s i n g l y , a l i m i t e d knowledge and unders tand ing of 

geography, i t s concep t s and r e l a t i o n s h i p are provided i n the 

Socia l S t u d i e s programme and i t s a c t i v i t i e s . The t e a c h e r s 

on the o t h e r hand are u n f a n i l i a r with the concept:; and methods 

of geography which reduces i t to a memory e x e r c i s e of l o o s e l y 

o rgan i sed f a c t s . 

v i 



The c u r r e n t t r ends in Socia l s t u d i e s i n s t r u c t i o n 

emphasises the development of concep t s as a g a i n s t 

a b s t r a c t knowledge. Teaching for conceptua l unders tand ing 

is not a v i c a r i o u s informal f a c t o r in Soc ia l S t u d i e s . To 

t each such a goal t h e e n t i r e teaching p r o c e s s , the 

o r g a n i s a t i o n of c o n t e n t and m a t e r i a l s , the s e l e c t i o n of 

problems and sequencing of l e a r n i n g exper i ences most be 

s p e c i f i c a l l y and conc ious ly designed to b r ing about 

conceptua l unde r s t and ing . 

I t i s t h e r e f o r e the o b j e c t i v e s o f t h i s p r o j e c t o n 

cur r i cu lum development to provide a c t i v i t i e s t h a t can 

be used for secondary school s t u d e n t s i n o r d e r to help 

them develop geography c o n c e r t s and s k i l l s in Soc ia l S t u d i e s 

programme. And to i d e n t i f y and desc r ibe to the t e a c h e r s 

what they should do i n o r d e r to develop t h e i r own a c t i v i t i e s . 

I n o r d e r to achieve these o b j e c t i v e s e i g h t (8) concepts 

have been s e l e c t e d from the j u n i o r secondary school s y l l a b u s 

and developed along the u n i t approach to i n s t r u c t i o n . Today, 

the u n i t approach i s u n i v e r s a l l y acknowledged as a s u p e r i o r 

way to o rgan i se for planning Socia l S t u d i e s i n s t r u c t i o n . 

L a s t l y , s t r a t e g i e s for improving the development of 

a c t i v i t i e s by t e a c h e r s has been provided so t h a t they too can 

encorpora te conceptua l and geographica l unders tanding in 

t each ing Soc ia l S t u d i e s . 






























































































































































































