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SYNOPSIS
——— - -

SOCIAL CENTRE FOR WARRI

SfATEHENT 0F PURPOSE

Many aspects of general life which were found deficient

have induced a lot of concern in me, especially as it exist
in one of the big urban citieseWarri-in the Bandel Stete
of the Country. The problem as it has been obperved aﬁe
basically one of wrbanization, The situation isn't too
surprising when it can be reflected that in one of the United
ﬁation publications, the threatening evils of urbanization
were emphasised as a warning to all Countries, especially
developing ones that attempts should be made in including
spherec in this field in the *ational Planning Progranmnme,

This ic because all attempts to solve these hazardious problens
of whbanization should be a continucus process not intermitent.
The importance and danger posed by a living Environment

which has all the attendant problems of urbanisation on an

inhabitant can be summarised in a quotation from a United

Nations publication =w= ""The human Settlement itself stands

as o aynamic monurent to man's vision of his potential in
Socioty. That vision cannot be allowed to falter at the very
time when the human potential risesz to its highest Ievali...

The whole urban infrastructure-will have to grow proportionately,

and ghould be improved if development is to be benaficial“.a

From the above the gituation in the urban cities retard generally

the mrogress of man and thus provide problems for him to solve.
Having a specific look at the urban Centre = Warri which

have baeen attrnction foree a lot of these problems can be noticed.

Infact this makes life very unbearable in Warri for the inhabitanto.

1. =~ Dopt., of Econs. & Social Affairs - Urbanisation in the Saggﬂd
United Nations Development Decades United Nations Publicationso
New York, 1970, n.39




This situation now in existent in Warri was aggravated by
peveral factors namely = Discovery of the mineral - 0%l =

popularly !mown as Oil boomj the Nigerian Civil War, and the
Commeroial Enterprises in the City. All these and many cther
factors were the attraction forcges nowv responsible for the
uglyy appalling atmosphere in Warri, 1In the wake of the above

faotors cam® urbanization, hence all the problems which now
rlague Wearri.

‘.fhe problems could be enumerated thus - the unhealthy
inganitary condition which led to the development of slums
especially in the major residential zones and streets of Warri,
this makes the unsightly living environment unbearable. There
is also the high rate of immigration into Warri, which leaven
the City very much over populeted and overcrowded while no
adequate provisions exist to cater for the new influx,

‘.ﬁma e social problem is nosed which may degenerate to
a stage when the victimgs constitute the source of crime and

Juvenile delinquency in the City., These outcome of neglect
on the part of the authorities are not only anticipated, but
exist as of now in Warri., Infact a new arrival into Warri would
notica the existence of these problemf, which to some extent is
causad by lack of parental care and unemployment.

m later problem is very peculiar to Warri, There is
the ugly and infuriating sight of unemployed roaming the streets

of Varri especially in the Commercial areas. With no job, and
no other sources of earning a living the victims get involved
in pilfering and other crimes.

Ooupled with the above is the low standard of Education
The gravity of this was emphasised when the B State
Governor Col, George A, Innih made a statement that in the
West African School Certificate the State took the ninth

position out of the twelve States of the Country, This low



laxity and waywardness experienced in our Schools especially
among the female folli, Some of these victims developed to

be professional prostitutes whereby pocsing a social problem,
Also there is the exorbitant cost of Residential Flat
rentals in Warri., This factor is very much responsible for

the health hazard caused by a high occupancy ratioc in the
living wnits. 4O case in point is that in which twelve people
occupied a room of 10'=0" by 10'.0" which was partitioned into
two cells with the aid of a curtain partition, Qoupled with ‘
all thoe above problems is the abgence of an avenue for letting
off pent up emotions and other moods of the like, This facility
iz very important in the urban Cities, especially when viewed
in connection with the anxiety characteristic of all urban
dwellers.
All the above and many others which are peculiar to many
urban set up, were regponsible for the proposal of the thesis
- Sooial Centre -

This is a centre meant to acoommodate all age groups

from Children through youths to Adults. Mainly due to the

fact that these range of age groups are affected by the
problemss They are not peculiar to a particular age group
Attempts will be made in the centre at solving most if not all
of the problems facing the present inhabitasts of Warri, whereby
making the existing situation in Warri more conducive for
human existence and development. The Centre will fulfil the »

functions of an attraction force on the Citizens while at the
same time inculcating training facilities, recreation, mutual
aid and benefit prograrmes, employment etc. Basically it
would inecoporate the privision of an integral zone of
interaction by all age-groups, coupled with a separation of

the differing age groups into a zonal classification at a later

stage. However interaction, or rather a connection still exist



WVORILING QUTLINEs

o Oolleotion of data _ L
Questions to be anowered in Thesisi-
(a) VYhat is Urbanisation o
(b) Outcome or results of Urbanisation
(e) Causes of Migration
WiTY THZ CENTRE®

S

- Urbenisation problems (0il Boom)
- : Solutions by migrants to problemp
~ ~w . . Inadequacies of Solution
" - - GOALS aimed at solving problems in Thesisl w

alternative solution

WITRE 15 THEL CENTRE:R

< Site » Warri

g Choice of Sita
=.  Site investigations i
- Factorg deterning Site
- Location

- HOW TO ACHIEVE CENTRE:

- Site problems and solutions
- Conmponents of Centre-~making
- Centre viable.
- Attempts at solving Urbanisation problems in the
Centre,
- Projected improvement in the general get=up of the

City and inhabitants.
- Success of Centre « 1p it put into use adequately ?
Above to be achicved by the following stepas to be taken
-(aj Visit to ministries
(bS Oral Questionaire L 4  . :i%f

{c) Statistical Data Collection and their analysis/



(d) Vigit to problem Areas e.ge Slung
(e) Discussion with Policy makers of the Government.
(2) A stay in problen area - personal experience of s
situation,
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PREFACE

The soecalled wind of change blowing in the world at
large in the 20th Century especially in the Developing Countries
have had vary serious reparcautions on our modern urban Centres
of today. A case in point is that experienced as of now in

a rapidly developing urban Centre = WARRI, What this modern
trend of transformation involves is a process analogous to
the changes that resulted in the urbanization of 19th Century in
Western Burope, Actually this new trend of Industrial growth
and wbanization has turned the "happy, gay and involving"
atmosphere characteristic of the 17=19th Century to one of
unhealthy, personal and slum atmosphere of the 20th Century.
This change has been a dynamic oney having very serious
devastating effects on all the different age groups ranging
from children, through youths to Adults, This acceleration
in the rate of Social change which came with the Industrial

Revolution, has very important consequences on the many age
groups existing especially in the urban Centres.
A lot of emphasis have been laid on the phenomenon of
the earlier Societies by our Sociologists The early traditional
Societies were characterised by the following - Simplicity,
smallness, agrarian, static, close=knit, kinswen affiliationj
There existed a firm ncrmative gtructure, the role of the

individual was defined by Society; Authority and power in the
hands of the older people,emphasis on rituals and traditional
ceremonies, beliefs supported by norms, traditional worship
etcs All the above features peculiar to our Society, have

all gone into extinction with this new 20th Century trend of
urbanization. Thus the happy Society dominated by respect for
the elders, vas replaced by one which developed with the

new trend of wrbanisation, having all its attendant problems.



These problems made the urban Centres, ®ntros of attraction
calling on all, for proposals of a solution to these problems,
This call becane nore serious especially when it was realized
that the urban centres which were the hub for the propagation

of political, economic and Social ideoclogies, no more had an
atnosphere for such. Thus it was realized that a set-back in
a particular field had a resultant effect on other fields as
well, The moon~light pays, the ceremnonial festivity, kinsmen
gathering etc. were no nore. The magnitude of theose problens
is exemplified by the large number of institutions set up by
the Faderal Military Government to look into the welfare of the
different age groups affected by these problems = .0
NATIO&AL .Y.'OUTH COUNCIL OF i‘IIGERIA, YOUNG ms CHRIS'.I.‘IM SOCIETY,
YOUNG WOMENS CHRISTIAN SOCIETY,
MARRIAGE GUIDIQ\PCE COUﬁCIL

FM-IEILY PIA\Ni*lING COUNCIL OF NIGERIA

NIGERIAN EX=SERVICE MBI”*I'S WELFARE ASSOCIATION

There is alsc the time devoted to the Celebration of
nmgmorable days by the Federal Military Government cege Children's
National Day Celebration, Universal Children's Day Celebration etc.
The enphasis on the above stresses the importance of the welfare
of the varying age groups to Nation building.

Generally there is the breakdown in all spheres of development
owing to the adverse effect of urbanisation. Hence it is vital
that a corrective measure be adapted to suit the existing situation
and steps be taken to abrogate the lag behind time in development,

ZARIA, 1976 GINA SAGUA (MRS, )
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INTRODUCTION_

Generally, Democracy in its pure state is understood as
the "government of the people, for the people and by the people“i.
This cemocratic pure state existed only in the early Greek City
States, when the general welfare o. all citizens was paramount
in all executed projects. Thus this pure state was attained
"var-ecxocellence'.

This same type of governmental system is being adopted
by a large number of Countries and states in our present rapid
urbanizing world. However, the pure state has not been

achieved yet, as existed in Greece, Attempts at attaining the
the above have proved abortive in varying places, ce.gsy the
Unitead Kingdom, the United States, as well as in some African
States such as Nigeria, Senegal, Ghana, Dahomey, Guinea, etc

However, it has been proved by Socioclogical exponents that
success in this field can be attained if a general "purgative
is pumped into the Society as a whole, whereby reorientating the
minds of the society towards a general target. This strategy

is nothing less than a general upbringing of the populace to
national awareness and communual livings In effect, all hands
will be on deck to attain a common ends Thus efforts at
attaining Democracy in all aspects of life will have the welfare
and views of the populace as an important criteria,

A blow came on this set target when the populace were

uncomfortable and dispersed, Thug an organised environment

of the general populace was no more in existence. This blow

is the Industrial Revolution which brou¢ht along many changes

in its evolution, With it came a rapid sweep o rural migrants

1. ENGYCLOPEADTA BRITANNICA - Vol. 1k
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to the urban areas where the Industrial Revolution had mora
impact, In offect the atmosphere nnd environment for npropers=
gating "Democracy" was disrupted, and nc nore in existencce.

This wasn't the only problem, the high rate of migration brought
about the major probler of urbanization unemployment, Thus

the attention of planners was diverted froo attaining a
rolitical solution to that of a social probloem. However,

those twvo problems are interleockied for without a good peaceful
ané understending social set up, the political ideal of

Mhenoeracy" cannot be propagated,

Urbenization which came with the Industrial Revolution
created crisis in the cities of over=population, an overcrowded
environvient, unemnloyment, an unhealthy entvironment as well as
go many cother problems, The migrants werec theh insecure;
finaing themselveg in such bad situation wvhich wes man=nade

thuz they made attenmpts at solving the problems by organiaing
thenselves inte small units knowh as veluntary orgenisa*ion,
Theso organications weore ncant as a medium of nuteal aid,
recreation and training for the migrants. A strategy aimed

ot getiing the migrants involved, removed from the dilapidatec
setting in the urban arcas. However these organisations didn't
actually fulfil the aims for which they were set up,

Ermanples of such Lssociations are tho YeWeColey YoMeCuhey
Ne¥Ya54Ce BDoys' Scouts Boyas'! Brigadey Girls' Guide, Ogboni
Fraternity, Lodge, ete, Thene were @ither tribal oricntated
or age and gex limitation and a host of othoer limitations.

As & result, the goneral population range of the migranta were

‘not catered for, save a particular set, This was far removed
from what obtained in the villagez prior the Industrial
Revoelution. In the villaege setting, all age groups get involved
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in moon=lit plays, traditional festivals and lincage
oaremanieo.i Bince thie wasn't the casec in the new urban
entros, megregation, nepotism; corruptionj tribal coﬁsciousnasn§
etc. bocame very pronounced, Thus instead of wittling down
the effoct of the Industrial Rovelution, this was agravated,
The situation degenerated to a point when the attention of
tho government was drawn to solving this situation in owr cities

which posed a hazard to National Development, Economically,
politically as well as Sociallys It then became a National Task,
Attampts made by the government so far have not been so
encouraging as one would have thoughts Some World Boaies, such
as the United Nations have realized the magnitude of the
urbanizing problems and have geared efforts at putting forward

internationally, possible solutions to these problems. The
body went to the extent of suggesting that, a solution would
bey regarding the problem as a National affair and thus treatod
along as one of the National Development Plan strategy. These
attempts have tried to organise the urban setting to be healthy,
providing recreational facilitics as well as encouraging these
migrants to organise themselves into possible mutual aid as well
as benaficial Associationss If this succeeds, a good environment
for propagating government ideals will cxist. However, the
question arises if this can be attained.

A general loolk at the Associations and their activities

in the urban centres go a long way to prove that not enough
attenpts have been made., One of the reasons as put forward by
a famous Sociologistz is the fact that the urban scte=up is not

1. Appendix I page 2

2, 4Anon - Vest 5;;*&55 Urbanisation - A study of Voluntary
Associations in Social change by Kenneth Littlo,.



- b
even understood as well as its problens. nﬁsociations are
sct up for a particular sex and age group, C.gey Childrents
Day Celebration, which don't cater for majority of the Society.
At the same time it shouldn't boe forgotten that the urben
Scciaty is not scgregated into sexes or age groups To my mind,
a setting which puts together all the aée groups and scxes in any

. orgaiipation will be more succecsful in curbing the urbanization
ills than once dovoted to a particular sex or age group. For
Exempley & "home", In that "home" there uare varying sexes and

' age groups, They live in harmony, understanding and at the
ganc time organise themselves properly to attain an end. A&

getting which brings up a particular age group separately have

problamg with integrating the system into that of the Society

F

n_which iz not as limited ac the Asgociations © ar
Bearing in mind, the above, 2 problem rémained.ﬁnsoived
in almogt all urban centres hnving_uryanization problems. This
to my nind is a tagk for all environmental planners, attempts
in meling the living environmant a more conducive one for the
wrban nigrant as well ag providihg a very malleable socicty
susocoptible to change and ideas, such asz the political ideas
of Doemocracya
In view of the above, there cexist a rapidly urbanising

city in the Delta arcas of thoe MideWest, which had its environe

mental problems magnificd with tho advent of the "oilboon"
earning it the name Moil ecity”, In fact, at this moment in
warril, the environment have degenerated so mueh from what it
was go that most inhabitants detest living there not even to
pass & night there, It is then a prerequisite that the setting
be put aright. Thus I propose my thesis ~ A SOCIAL CEITRE
for Warri which will help reduce as well asg make good this

appalling situation,
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Thus a centre is proposed involving the whcole populace =
fror ¢hildren to adults which will fulfill the eriteria of

Mutual Aid Deneficial Training Programmeg as well as Rccreation.

Thisg will attempt putting an end to the urbanizing problons of
ovarcrowded housing, Juvenil~ delinaguency, uncmployument and a

hoet of other prcblems as well as propagating a better environment
for the politicel ideas to develope, Such a centre will provide

a place for an escape from the ruffled urban centre.

It ig with this background and existine challenge that
T propoge my thesis « [i SOCIAL CENTRE FOR YWARRI,

nZ HUMAN SETTLEMENT ITSELF STANDS AS A DYNAMIC MONUMEHT
TO 1IAN'YS VISION OF HIs POTENTIAL IN SOCIETY, THAT VISION
CANNOT BE ALLCYZD TO FALTER AT THE VERY TIME WHEN THS
HUMAN POTENTIAL RISES TO IT5 HIGHEST LIVEL ! ,.eceeee THE
SFAOLT URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE WILL HAVE TC GROW PROPOR-
TICHATELY AND SHOULD BE IMPROVED IT DEVELOPMENT IS TO BE
DENEFTICIAL"2

SOURCE: UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

i. Department of Econonic and Social Affairs = Urbanisation

in tho Second United Nations Develonment Decade
Unitod Nation Publication, New York 1970, Sales Nol,Z 70.
Iva15) = 1.39

2a ibidan PQB




CHAPTER II

UARRI GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION AND CLIH&TIC CHARACTERISTICS

1« GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATICN:

Warri is located at latitude 05c 31 North and longitude
056 4Lt Eact its altitude is 20' O"'above mean sea level,
27, 4t is the famoum capital of the Delta province., It is
situated (sixty) 60 miles up the Escraves entrance and %O
(forty) miles from the Forcados entrance. It is located

exactly at the (ceafluence of Warri and Forcados rivers, This

location is on the faneshar ¢ piece of land known as the Delta

areay, at the head of a narrow channel., These mass of inter
comrmunicating channels which dissect the arca open to the
Atlantic by several months. Thesc discharge tong of water
and sediments annually into the Sea. The Southward bulge of

the land which intercepts sequarely the South=West winds, its
proximity to the sea and the constant evaporation from the
marshes have combined to make this area the rainiest in Nigeriae.
Warri was an inportant Ocean Port which initially exported
products of the most economically viable Nigerian tree = palm
oil end Kennels, However, its most important export as of noaw
ig mineral oil. Its location as an important oeean port, have
induced further expansion of the port as proposed by the Federal
Governnent, Howevery the port is used as a means of off=loading
exported goods in order to get rid of the port congestion in
Lagos. The palm oil and kernel exports in 1961 were estimated

at 126 million and W24 million respectively = 13% of Nigerian
exports thoen,

Varri was initially the headquarters of the John Holt
fleet and a transhipment point for Cargoes on transfer fron
ocean linors to river vessels and vice versa, But as of now,

ocoan liners can get as far as Warri,

= B e
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Warri is basically a commercial/business town, rccently
Imowvn ec an Industrial outlier duc to the Mineral oil present
there. Another inmportant loecal occupation of Warri is boat
building as it is typical of Epey, Opobec and Calabar,

TOEUGRAPHY

Warri regional topography consists of a fan-like shaped

riece of lend at the Delta of the Niger river, made up of the

coastal margins and swanps which lie adjacent to the sea.

Thip low swampy lands fall roughly within the areas of the

Sedimentary rociis lying in the basins o Sedimentation.
Running along the Coast of Nigeria, from East to West

iz a strip of land below 100 ft,, rade up of recent deposits

of pands, mud and clays. On this area is situated Warri, in
the higar Delta. It consists mainly muddy deposits pushed out
by tha Niger into a relatively tideless salt sea., This area

so form 1s one of the best examples of a delta in the world,
The crocoks and water channels of the Coastlands, form important
fishing grounds and provide routeways in this marshy area,
where road building is very impossible,

EEEET%TION

Basically Warri's vegetation is made up high forest of
the gprey of freshe-water swamps. This high forest consists
of trees of different types, but no grass exist except in open

patcher vhere it grows as secondary vegetation.

Frosh water is constantly supplied by the heavy rainfall
and the rivers. Evaporation is greatly reduced to a minimum
by the high relative humidity, and drainage rendered almost
impossible by the very low level topography. The soil
though not saline, it is waterlogged. Thus intermitently
fresh~water loving plants talke the place of the mangrove plants.

The most common spocy is raffia palm.
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fha most oxtensive and moat nrolific growth Qf siwanp

vagetation as found around VWarri, is found in this region in

the world all over. The forest is thiok and has a sharacterigtic

tangled natire of vegetation, thus penetration is diffioult,

espacially with the absence of roads through the swampsa

Roegotoration of these mangrove treer ias vory fast when cut,

bacausas nature is very generouc and abhundant in its supply of

.x wotor and soil for plant growth.

CLIVATE, RAINTALL, SUNSHINE, CLOUD
B wm Sm W S W W W W

- o A W W u W
Yarri experienceos two main geasonzl patterns annually =
the chort dry scason and the long wet seagon. Warril experiences

a totnl rainfall of 109.5" It ig located in the sub=oquatorial
South olimatic regions
LONG WET SEASONt - ' s

Thin starts in mideMarch and lasts till July, after which
tho local faotor of the Sea proxinity extends the rainy scason
or wot geason to mideNovomber, Hewever, before *tho wot season
is continuod by the local factor, there is a slight drop in the
amount of rainfall reébrdcd in August (See'gfﬁph on moan
ennual rainfall ) Thia Ia algc the geason of heavy rains and
high hunmidity. Plants lcok fresh and agreen, weods grow rapidly,
flowers are in bloom, and gardens loock attractive., This
season 1z recognized by many ag the planting scasocn,

§H9RE DRY SEASEN:

- This neason typifics the August brealk in August which isnt
po pronounced in Warri, even though there is a drop in the

amound of rainfall recordeds The August breal: lasts for only

one nonth,
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I'D SHORT T SEASONL

This followrs the August brealiky lasting from Septenber

to Octobor. The rainfall isn't too thundorous, as it is
typical of tho long wet seasons

LONG_DRY_03 HAIMATIAN SEASON:

This season is not as distinet in Varii, as it is in
~ townsin the Northern part of the Country e.ge Raduna. This
season lasts from November to MideMarch, Harmattan morning
are cool and wmiszty ' as can he observed by the thick blanket of
' mist over the Warri river, Howeveor this nist digappearsg with
the rising sun, The afterncons are full of Raze, owing to dust
particles in the air brought down by winds from the North.
The air 1s dry that wet washings dries almost'as soon as it _L_
'1 Is put out, Grass dies off and towns look patchy, Flcwara
wither, ond some leavaes turn brown and fall from the trees,

- mom

Verri has diffused day~tinme maxirun ralnfall sinilar to

that of Calabar, caused mainly by coastal rain nerging inte
local thunderstorns, and young line=squallc, but the probability
of rain during the rainy season is high throughout the 24 hours.

TALIPERATURE

The tonperatures regorded in Warri are high sll through
the yoar, Tho highost tenperatures are in March and Febpruary
vhen 91.7°F and 91.4°F are recorded raspoctively. The lovept
temporatures arc recorded in July - SZ.BOF, The very high
temperatures coupled with the high relative humidity (see
‘graph on relative hunidity) recorded all the year round
excent in December whon thera is a dropy, is reaponsible iqr
the pticlky atmosphere that exist in Warri, Infact this reduéés

mroduction and output to a great extent.

Conperatively, the temperature at Warri isntt ac high as thoso

recordod in tha Narthasn rewds ~f &l Mo feen o - & =
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CHAPTER IIX

e, T—

AL DAGRGROUED OF UARRY
1. SSZELEENT DAGRGROUND

in Africa; as in the industrélized countriss; the origin
and growth of wmany urban contres have been stimulated by etenos
mic aotivitics facilitatcd by favourable location and by political
and pocliel factorge A large numbeor of thosc major agglomerations
arc soaport towns and a few arc river ports. Warri falls under
tha first category. It started ag a trading port for the
g Euronoans, thus giving access tco a hinterland of human and

materlal resources such as oil,

Mipny of the cities of Africa' with special refcronce to

Varri", have contral cores rescmbling the structure of Woagtern
cltian, surrounded by large sottlementso of indiganous population,
cags Okerre, Aobassay Jesgey Lpesguy Effuruny eto, living in
ghettoos, in "bidonvilles" and shanty towna."i It is5 this factox

that causces the unhealthy crowded humen environment existing in
the roegidantial areac of Warri, "There is the tendency for

loﬁar income groups to live ncar the central ares while higher
income groups comprising non-Africans and African olites, regiw
de in Westernised suburbs like the G.R.A. (government roegervation
urea.i. But spurrounding the ontire central core or altermnting
with the wellwto=do suburbs arc the shanty townsy bidonvilles
containing the poorest and the newest inmigranta.“z However;
this picture of Warri is overwgimpllificd, for there coxist oo many
variations and overlapping differences that a clearscut classifie
cation is difficult to nmake. Bamically, Warri is partly traditional

and urban in character (seo residential layout map of Warri).j

LS

1. Department of Economic end Social L4ffairs « International

Social Dev, Roview, Noy1ie URBANIZATION) Developont pclicies
~ gnd nlanning® (United Nations Publication Sales HotB6Baivelelp.’t
Pe ibhiden = p.’t‘l
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Though houging for the various incone groups are not distinctly

segregated in planning, there exigt tralts of segregation, Thus
the social aspoects of communual life are totally ignered,
Surprisingly, it is cbscrved that despite the shabbiness
and nhysicel squalor existing in the traditional reasidential
areas, thege sluna ohjoy the most integrated social life in
the city sinco nc other alternative for an orgenised social
l1ife exist. Additichally, there is the danger that glum
clearancn sachemes ag planned by the Mid-West State Government
woul ¢ degtroy rather than preserve this existing solidarity
without attenpts at subgtituting anything comparable in its
Placa,. Thip ntressen more tho role of the thogis, a propoged

"sociael Centrel

In view of the general layout of Warri, it is 2 lineal
sottlonent, {(see nap of Warri)l. But with the influence of
Western Civilization and the oil boom which brought with it a
great physical and social change, there have been sone modifi-

cations to the lineal settlements In cffect, the lineal gottlow
mont extends further invards frecly inte the hinterland on a
gidoe of the major axis, while expansion ig linited on the other
side by the Warri river, 7The lineal pettlenent sajor axis isg the
WARRi;BAPELE ROAD, which providec the onhly entry as wvell as
exit in Warri, Thoe axis terninates at the Canal Borth, where
the now femous Warri Port exist., From the wain axis feedey

- roads lead to the main residential arcazs which are devaloped on
| gridiron layocut, It is in thece main residential layouts of
Olkkumagba, Odion, Pegsu, Bssi layout, Agbassa, Agaga and Igbudu
layouta, that the osluns of Warri exist.a The main Commercial
and business arees of Warri flanks tho major axis. In reality

owing to the commerecial gtanding of Warri, congestion in ell

spheres of living is its only problom » traffic congestion,

LI L

1. osee Appendix I page 1
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congestion of houses, overcrowded inhabitants and congested
commowocial enterprises etce This problem is caused mainly by
the ¥pull" factor of rural migrants to the urban area ~ Warri,
without adequate provision of expansion to mect the demand of
the migrents.

2e THE PEOPLE QF WARRI

Warri is basically a cosmopolitan urban citye It consists
of a large number of multi-tribal people who cote from all parts
of the Federation especially the Mid-West State, This include
Itsekiri, Urhobo, Isoko, Ijaws, Ibos, Edos, Yorubas, etce. The
multiplicity of these tribes pose the problem of the absence of
an urban culturees Rather Warri has degenerated into a squalor,
typical of a shantytown. These varying tribes came along into
the wrban area with their different cultures and tradit ion
which cammot fit into the urban seteupes The resultant effect
is that there arocse a confusion of cultures. The influx of people

into Warri, which came with the oil discovery in the Delta area

of Nigeria is the main cause of this disastrous condition in
Warri, This condition becomes more distressing if one remembers

that Varri with all its squalor is the second largest city in
the MideWest next to Benin City.

The rise of Warri as the notorious "oil city"” in the Delta
area of Nigeria gave room for the fall and desertation of some

famous cities such as Sapele which was famous for rubber exports.
Asaba ~ a commercial town. Now Sapele is more or less barej
same thing with Asaba which fell when Commercial Enterprises
were transferred to Onitsha with the Construction of the

Niger bridge.
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Owing to the strategic position occupied by Warri as
well as the multiplicity of the tribes, there is no language
peouliar to the inhabitants than "pidgin", This is an
adul terated English Language which is understood by everybody

even the aged ac well as all market women, In effect, language
wouldn?*t be a problem in the proposed Social centre for even
the illitrato house wife and inhabitant would benefit from the
centre, This is bocause in most cities whore centres such as
the Y,W.C.l, or Youth Contres exist, such as in Haduna, Lagos,
Benin, the beneficiaries of the project are usually tha elite
or tho literate inhabitants due to the problem of communication.
So that in effect the centre is vacant without patronage. With
the presence of a comrmumication medium, the centre will be busy
all through the day, if possibley twenty=four hours of the daye.
Generally, the inhabitants are basically christians of all

denoninations ranging from protegtants, Catholicz to Jehovah
Withnesses and God's Kingdom Society.i However, Moglems migrants
are also In Warri who come fror the Northern part of the Mid-Wost
Statoy Qe.gey Alicko=Edo, Afenmai, etc, and areas of the Northern
pert of the Country. Thesc migrants occupy the area in Warri
known as the Hauga Quarters, Aleongside with these are the

pagans and Etheists. Thus from this, it can be concluded "

that Varri is a collection of all denoninations. Warri's toteal
population is 145,060 (1963 cenuus).z With an estimated growth
rate of botween 3 = 5%,3 by 1975, the population of Warri nust

have iIncreased rapidly,

1. See table = Population by Religious Groups (1963 census) p,15

2e BSee table = Populati d its Distribution = pe1',
3. Survey Division =~ Hiniatry of Lands and Housing, Benin City.
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QOTAL POPULATION DISTRIBUTION = 1963 CENSUS (145,060)

WARRI TOWN .o e .o 554 254
ODE ITSEKIRI eus se - 26*054
OGBE IJOH R ae .e 54599
BENIN RIVER COUNCIL AREA . 24,621
EGBEOMA AREA o .o .o 8,960
GBORODO LOCAL AREA e oo By977
GBARAMATU LOCAL AREA a4 - 6,143

WARRI TOWN PROFER 78 DIVIDED INTO WARDS BY 1963 CENSUS
MOt THE EXISTING QUARTERS.

WARR1 TOWN .o P P 552254

WARD A4 : .e LI L 24519
. WARD A2 Y q;. | . 24063
. W&.RD A} L aa L ] J ae 3’562
WARD Bi _ aw e .o 2,088
WARD B2 e ee  es 14202
WARD B3 - .. .e .e 2,246
WARD C1 '  - s an as 24913
WARD C2 T ee . .e 3,037
WARD D1 . ae ea se 1.619
WARD D2 . *e LY ] [ 3 4!612
WARD D3 . . e 5281
WARD DL o e . ne 29397
WARD D5 . . es 1,982
WARD E1  +£T _§;" .o oo 2,342
" WAHRD E2 :_  ;. ss ae 2,246
WARD Ej _ e *e *e 1,090
ETI : WARD E&4 oo .. . aw *w 2.236
¥ARD F1 .f'i e oo 21336
VARD G1 e . . 2,365

WARD G2 " ee .e P 2,610
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L There is a rapid increase in the populaticnh of Warri
between 1952 Census and that of 1963 - 54,290 (1952 CENSUS)
and 145,060 (1963 CENSUS),

he  PORULAZIQN, AREA PER SQUARE MILE (1963 CENSUS)

AREA in | 1952 .-
sqemile Population Populaticn {fopulation} Population
Por sqemile sqemile
WARRI 1,630 5L, 290 33 145,060 89
MID=WEST
State 15,252 14491, k15 98 i 215355839 166

* Eatimated rate of growth is 3=5% annually,
. Source = SURVEY DIVISION, MINISTRY OF LAIDS & U"DUSING,
BENIN CITY.

5 POPULATION BY RELIGIOUS GROUPS_(1963 CENSUS)

- e s s W W

WARRI -
TOTAL POPULATION }L MLLES ! FZMALES
RELIGION TOTAL |% OF TOTAL! MATLES f:i s g L’ FEMALES| ¥ TOTAL
- —.’—‘..-. - -ql--u'. i

CHRISTIANS 92,110 63450 Lo,822" 67,09 | 42,289 | 59.73

MOSLEIS 24156 1. 49 14275 1.72 381 | 01.24
K

OTHERS 504794 35.01 23,150} 31.19 | 27,636 | 39.03
- -

ALL RELIGIONS 145,060f 100,00 i 759254, 100.003 70,806 {100,00

. SOURCE: 1963 CENSUS COMPILATION « TNISTRY OF STATISTICS,
BENIN=CITY,
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POFULATION DY 5=YEAR_AGE_GROUPS & SEX XN VARRI DIVISION
(000) x
AGE TOTAL ¢ 07 TOTAL | MALES FEMALES
POPULATION} POPULARION |
Ol 19, 401 15k 1 94385 ! 10,015
5=9 16,4390 12.7 8,909 f 94481
10-1% 11,603 8.0 64027 5 54 566
15-19 9, L36 0e5 5151*7 t 3‘883
§ nO-2L 25,270 17.4 12,399 | 12,871
30-34 12,3320 845 } 54952 $9379
: { y
35=2 94 294 Sule b LeS72 kg 322 f
L] ’ |
1O=te 6,835 bL,8 | 3,845 | 3,040 [
45"49 4,?16 3-3 I 218‘?: " :18!*3
50w 5L 2,958 2.0 ! 1, 7Thi 1411k
55=359 1,596 1.1 L T 655
60-G6L4 1,817 1.3 i 1,116 ! 701
! ¥
65-69 789 0.5 ' u71 | 318
70=7L 643 0.k 'y 599 ! 1
75=79 351 | 0.2 | =202 ! 150
8081 355 | 0.2 y 211 ; 1Ll
l35/'ABOVE L5k 0.3 i ot ! 165
TOTAL 1£5,060 100,0 | 759255 70,806
Source: CENSUS REPORT, -~ MINISTRY OF STATISTICS & ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT, BEIIIN CITY.
*NOTE THE HIGH PERCENTAGE OI' PECPLE BETWEEN
TIIZE AGE O=4 TC L5-L9 IN WARRI.
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Ag remarlked oarlier ony according to the 1963 Census
Sompilation, Warrit's opopulation has rapidly increased from

54,290 in 1952 to 145,060 in 1963, Additionally, according -
to the estimated growth rate of Warrl placed at about j3-5%0"
ennually by the research of the Survey Division, Ministry of
Lands and Housing, Benin City, by 1975 Warri would have
increased by M"leaves and boundsh. Thisz influx of people of

all age groups (seec population data by S5=year age group and
aexsz is due to the effect of the'oil boom" in Warri., This
new influx are ill aquiped and not prepared for the city life
they have been thrown intod As a result a lot of problons |
arlse which have to be catered fory, ceQe, exbansion rate not
enough to accommodate inmigrantse.

7. I DMUIGRANTS:

Discouraging enough, there is no adequate data on the
Irpmiorant iInto Warri or MideWest as a wholey, as it is the case
in other countrics such as U.S.4., Britain, Canada, etc. o
Basiacally, the immigrants are people whe have moved into Wafri
as & roesult of the Industrial advancement in the city from
the rural areas/Urban aercas of the State in search of a means

of hiving, However, very often, the numbers of the total
influy tramping the streets of the city exceed vory much the .
available job opportunities, and the unlucky ones who are
wmeabla to secure a job have little or nothing left to be done

then to hang on in the city as dwellers in the shanty towns
end bildonvilles ~ waiting for the day there may be a job -~
& chance to earn a living ~ a chiance that doesn't exist in

the miral agricultural based economye

1., Survey Division -« Ministry of Lands and Houasing,
Benin City,
2., ‘Pable Chapter IIX p.16.
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The three~fold growth of Warri from 1952 (54,290) to
1965 (145,060} is no exception to this new rapid expansion

in the city caused by the discovery of cil in the vicinity

of the citve Asg will be geen later in the labour forec data,
worl: was the main cause of the rural migrants coning to Warri,
Looking at the gample data on daily migratien earried out

porsonally at & strategic entry into ¥Worri, it can be concluded
"that more than half of the nigrants came into Warri to take

up A job or look for one {see dota under increasing population
influx). It oan bc observed in the data on Ypopulstion by
F=yoar age groups and gex" that there exist no limjitation on
the age group of nigrants, Migranis rangz from the age of
bolow 4 years to 45-49, Above this age nigrants exists but the
motive iz not necessarily in search of a job but for a short
stay with their children or féi&tiﬁea who have taken up jobs

in the city. [The largest number of age groups are in 20=-24 vears,

Oy years followed by 25«29 years, NOTE: This doesn't

necasgarily mean that therc are ne nigranis in the other age

groupnse
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LADOUR FORCE_OE ES_YEAES AND OVER

- s aw = e - - s Es s

WARRI

TOTAL POPULATION MALES FENALE
AGK totAL | % morar | marzs | ¢ morar | ramares| ¥ ToTar
15w19 1,905 3okl 1,446 3,604 459 249k
00=2/ 10,902 19469 746911 19,35 | 3,211 20,58
35-.31_‘ 19’ 8% 35. 78 1{&‘ 080 35' ‘&2 5| 726 36.70
3 5wl 12,080 | 21.82 | 8,693] 21.87 |[3,387 21071
lLi5e 5k 64121 11406 4,535 11.%1 |}1,586 10,16

5561 2y 704 4,89 1,961 4,93 743 La76

65=70 1,065 1492 781 1.96 284 1.82
75+ 775 140 567 1. 42 208 1«33
TOTAL 55,358 100,00 } 39,358 } 100.00 } 15,604 | 100,00

*SOURCE:t~ 1963 CENSUS
The above data portray the highrate of muisance in the city.
Out of the total male population of 75,254 only 39,350 males are
part of the labour force of the city which is only ¥ of the total
male population of Warri. The question now arises = what are
the swrplus occupied with? Similarly, of the total female
population of 70,806, only 15,604 are employed. This situation

is very disheartening and portray immediately, the innate problem
that will exist in the city = jobloauneﬂs.1 This factor 1is
pound to create a social prollem which is what the thesis, =
proposed "Social Centre" is out to tackle,
This social probtlem doesn't exict solely in Warri in the State,

it is a state~wide problem, A close look at the labour force data
for the State (MideWest)? goes to confirm this statement. It is
this problem that posssg a great deal of obstacle for the State

Ministry of Social Welfare.

1. Appendix IT p,.1
2+ Labomr force of Major Occupational Groups Sex in
Pondol State ~ Table Chepter VIII 1,
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URBANISATION ~ DEFINITION AID §

O°E

Urbanisation i a world-wide phenomenon but for analytical purpoces
it is usually considered with-in a national or rogional framework. iIn o
broad gende, "urbanination in a relatively faster rate of peopulation
growth in urban arcas than for the Country or region as a whole," This
rosults primarily from natural population inereass and rural urban
migration.

Urbanication ic 2 problem facing both the developed end developing
nations alike which hag beon recognised by many internntionnl world Bodics,
for oxample, the United Nations., Thus the gocond United llations
Development Decade of the 1970'¢ finds out that the world ioc facing an
mnprecedented task of urbanisation. Howaver ¢he serioucnoss of its
problems on housing were rocogmised gince the 1960'a thoush no good
constructive ctep or vigorous action was taken to eradicate the problemo,
Thic is reflected in the appaulinz condition of our cities ca of now,
C.g., Lagos, Warri, cte, Then the torm URBANIZATION indicated the
"STEADY SHIFT OF POFULATION FROM RURAL TO ULRBAIT LRBELS AMD TilE PROCEISES

OF SOCIAL AIND ECONGHIC CHANGE ASOOCIATED WITH THAT S'-.II‘?'I‘“.z Thino
definition ig self explanatary and io good example of what is obtaining
in Warri. Many of the World Clities arc in a critieal state., The neceds
of the swelling urban population will grow throughout the 1970 - 19800
if not curbed now/to the rapid population srowth, chenges in agricultural
practicea, wenkenin; loeal bonds and the increasins demand for labour in
Industrial and Comnerecinl Centrco,

To polve this urbanisgtion "plaguo” realintically in the growing

cities, threec utenss are necegesary te be taken, namely:=-

p Dept, of Dconomic and Social A{fairs - Internntional Soecial Dev,
Review No,1 Urbanizaotion: development policieg and Ilanmning
(United Nations ITublicstion Snles No.E,62 IV,1) n.21,

2, Dept, of Economic and Socizl) Affairs - Urbanization in the Second
United Nations dev. deeade (United Nationz puhlications 3ales
N.E, 70 IV.18) - p.1.

3. ibiden - p.i
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" "Integrate Economic, Social and Physical Planning in
golving housing and urbanisation problens,

2, Consider physical nlanning, housing and building es

essential components of national development planning,

enswring improvement in the hunan environment as woll

as Zoeonomic growth.

3. Formulate goals and programmes for the Sceond Development
Decade dealling effectively with urbanisation, housing,
building industry and Urban Development."3
fhe powerinl cause and effect role ol urbanisation in

developnent is just beginning to be understood by our present

day planners. In a recent United Nations Soeminar, it was
reported® thus « "The process of urbanisation must be understood
as & basic condition for and Qs a functional congequence of

Economic, soeial and Technoloagical develeopment. In discriminate

offorts to aveid urbanisation may only serve to delay developument.

Theroefore the erucial issue iz not the pregence of the process

by iteell, but its gquantity in relotion 4o time and econonie
factors and its quality expressed in social and physical termm“io
At tho pame time" it is clear that large metropolitan areas

contribute powerfully to economic grawth and %o the pracess of
modornization which iz so vitel tc national development., Alsc
under pregent conditions and levels of technology, the continued
expansion of large urban centrec pose riphis of physical, Economic
and Social brealkdowns having very serious political consequences."2
Thée propopal of a "Social Centre! isntt meant as e final
solution to a conmplex problem but s guide of urban growth into
pattorns vhich can accemmodate the inevitable stresgses and strains

of modernization, This is "a provision for a form of urban

1s Urbanization in the Second United Nationg development decade
(United Nations Publication,; S5alos No. Ee70 IVe153) De?
2. ibiden = p.2
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 develovment which can obapitalize on the dynamic transformation®’
of urbanisation. 7This should be recognised by the Development
Planning Governnent organ so that a suitable physical environe

mental plan is incorporated in the ecities, town and villages

in order not to jeopadize the gooial goals and esconomic growth
as o CcoOnsSaquAnCcea, -

A "balanced Deveiopment should reflect all physical, social
and econonic necoassitics" "To ignore physical and gocial
dimensions emphagising only Bconomic would be a protence of
raducing hunman needs to e narrow KBconomic formuia vwhereby
oreating the wban crisis which all cities now struggle to
accommodate.“é The task now ig to gather and fit all phyegicenl
soolel and ccononie *growth into a system that worlis and
ganarate the energy for future dynamisms This sveten ic the
"gsooial Centre" within the City. This System "serve the hunan
noeds of a transitional gociety in whioh education and human
devalopnent roceive the highest priorities"5 w which ghould be

a domingnt thene in urban policies and planning according to a
United Nations publication.
It has been obgerved that the urban centiyes are sccitvliniioznlly
nixed and unstable, made un of people drawn primarily fron
gaveral different tribal and linguistic groups, The many sooclal

aubveys of African urban areas conducted in recent timerg show
that the African population is largely one of inemigrantas, nen
whe aroe totally unskilled and thus earn little moteys. Few of
the men can afford to bring their wives with them, But the few
woneuwho are available are either very vyoung or relicts of
brol:an homes, who have no objective for living and thus pose

a soclal problem, The young inemigrantas new tc the new town

3 ibiden -« pe3
L, ibiden = p.i&
Se ibiden = p-5
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life arc compelled to malte a living under forced conditions

ag woll as to adapt thengelves to a new geeial order which

meltos tio provipion for privacy, cuposes them to a judicial

systen, nce customary modegs of conduot, langudge difficultiz o,
difficultiec of adaptation to wrban circunmstance, and fauily
crganiscation and group life depart from Traditienal forme,

ITribesy culture and classes arc nixed and a Aifferent nerriage
custon 1g observed. This situation gives risec to confugion

in all spheres of lifo both socially, economically, and poliiically,

It ic this sccilal disorder that needs io be smolved in oy thaesin,
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§HAPTER V
pZgsazigl

Qaysge of lligrgtiog jhfo Varpil
Wastorn oontact with Afrisa like tha Induatirial Rrevolution

il Birope hag stimilated & great movement of pedple firom riwal

to arbah.

1.

3

Ingrgaged Fopslation Pregeyrs g, the lgnd Regowrgegt
while techhological davelopment in flelds such ad health
faoilities, child care have leod to a general growth in |
pbpulatiofiy this has hot beel adcompanled by & genoral
rise in food productions

On the contrary, indogonous method of farning are
praotiged with shorter fallow perilodsy thereby reducing
the scil fertility, woll en an attendant g¢verall decreasc
in oubsistence narginmd the populetion desslty which can

be sppparted by the lands
HUNGE R
| ] - ey g wm
According to mtudies carried out by a notable socioe-
loglst = PROTHERO1 = bnjority of nigrants in Northern Nigerio
{sokoto} had some economio reason = Hunger = for migrating:
52% soalking Money,
16% seeclidng food,

16% meeking trade,
LDIVERSIFICATION OF THE BCOHNOMY?
- o o W e b W B g gy E m oy s :
The ponatruction of new recdss bridpes end public works,
developnant of cash orops and petty tradey all offer
poployment opportunities in the. orban arcas. Not only
were there a host of employment opportunities as
alternatives to the traditional systemy but to o great

bxtent according to FORTES?

— P —

1q lenneth Littlo = WW_» A stuady
of veluntary Asdoclationeg in Social change published

1965 L p,&
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] ahour, enterprise and gkill are now warketable in their
own right anyvhere in the Country”,.
ICNE El

b LONE
Wegtern Contact have created needs and aspirations
difficult and impessible to satisfy in the Countryside,
henee the flight townwards. The most primary of these
neads is that mentioned above = Money, For example, the
strass on money has increased by "leaves and bounds' =
(a) "Money :uaed for bride = wealth,
(b5 Yoney required to live in a “civilized" way =
buy clothes, modern housing, nahufactwred goods, etc.
() Educating oncself and children, etce">.
5. Gentre of Civilization:
The Urban Centres are Civilization Centres, thuc there

i3 the attraction in such centres = guch as cinena, bars,

electricity, modern amenitics , supermarkets, which all
havoe high appeal on the nigrant, The gurprise and excitenent
exorcised by such persocns can be gseen in the words of a

young Senegalese = " I becane a sort of idiet as 1 moved
along, for 1 gtood to gaze at what ever Engligh articlos
I*ve never scen beforey eegey carsy notor-cycles, cycles.
i took a very keen interest at gazing at a twowstorey
building, I adumired people in them, and often asked my
brother if they wouldn't fall fron there".2

6e Prosaically, it ig a way of cacape from local taxes,

court fees, maltreatrent in the hands of older relatives

or husband as well as adventurc,.

1, ibiden = p,10

2+ [Renneth Little West African Urbanisation - A gtudy
of Voluntary Mssociations in Social Change published
1965 = paiile
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Ths gituation existing in Warri ~MOIL CITYM ag of novw
is not peouliar to Warri but roniniscent of all urban
industrialised Centres both in Nigeris and sbroad, cags
Lagos, Port Harcout, Enugu, to nane a few = Lunsar in
Siorrea leaone, Cotonou in Dahowey, Tamale, Acera (Ghana),
Atidjan {(Ivory Coast) in Africa and soiic othor ecentres in

BEwrone, Anerica, ctc,
Advagtggg cf_MéggaEigni Eagig g Eag Eatlon:

1 Mlany Wastern ideas and practices aro ascimilated by thno
African Scoency maliing Soeizl chengo a process of ndapiation
to flew circunstances of condition:-s."1

Lo "The gettlement and rescttlement of larger groups of poanple
from the rural arcags creates a farsstretching noetwork of
pocial and other tieg between the urban and rural sot up.
it is not necessarily n permanent separation, but thorn
is movenent every now and thon - vigits to rurel arcan, ar
well ag reciprocal visits. Even the urbam settlorn gond
money onhd children to tha rural arcaes t~ be trainced, coray
fron the "corrupting” influonces of the towﬂ»"z
nom
*According to a notable Sociclogict - George Bnlandier,B the
urban centres perving ac a fieid for a wider and fuller coatachn
ects oo n kind of "laboratory! feor the formation oI new cultuxnal,
pattornse Thic justaposition of cultwral pattorns fto attain

a good aggloneration in the "towns' need a uniting mediun -

tha pocial contre - an ingtrunent for » aucececefu!l rvaning !
of the dAlfforent culturcs as woll as creocating a culture typical -
of tha wrban centres. Tr achiave this Murban culturae" vhat iz .
pignificant i1a the inter-actioq/relationship of the "Actors"-miérnnﬁr

14 ENNITH LITTLE ~WEST AFRICAN URDANIZATION = £ ptudy of Volur*q:“
Associations in Socaal change « published 1965 ~ p,20
Ze ibilden

3. Qeorgas Balander (1956 pe506 and cf. Southell pp.171=172.
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"IGRANZS! BBSPONSS 70 URDAITSTIG_INFLUINCE

The Mout of place" gituation the nigrants find thongolven,
induces tho inportance of MWIDAPTATICIUY and "IRTERGRATION" yhich
are the paramount elenents of urban nigratione. Thus s situntion
is oreatod wheraeby social associations are formed on varying
basip, cegey trival, Eccononmic, Politiscel cte, = 2 responsc %«
urban conditions by the migrants. Such So~ecial Asgoeclation nekes

vary successful thoe processc of Adaptation to tho urhan conditions

the nigrants find themsclves.

The migrant being used to the conpact end tight kincren

rolationschip in the rural areas, tend toward formation of.tribal
asgocipntionse Thus a situation of nany "Little regional Gellc",
according to Rnucheiaxist, typical of the Zabrama nigrants in

Ghana fromn Niger., The problens of such assoeintion is that thora
exingt gagroegetion among tha varisug tribel nigrants, thus the
typical M"urben culture! cannot be attainoed. Tho attenpt ghould
bo ona of brinaing all the t¥ibes together in a close union
with one anothesr.

The fornation of ethnic or tribal agsociation or
"apoocliation d'originaire" as expressed in Trench, is typicnl
of tha Ibo nigrants in Nigeriae It is to such an extent that
fanily neetings are held where fesp to the tume of 15k and
ebove arae collected, unsed for rutual help in pieclmoos,
bereaveniant; unerinloynent, etec. HMerbarship of such a meating
erc Irot1 "the game cluster of hamlets, which forn n village

according to a report by a notable sociologist -HARHIS.2

1, IENNETH LITTLE'S « WIESD AFRICAN URBANISATION = A study of
Voluntary Associations in Soecial change = nublished 1965 p.25
2. ibidon = p.26,
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*A complete annihilation of such an agsociation is one
of the goals of the "SOCIAL CENTRE" which will put aside all
tribal affiliations., It is thus clear that to a great extent,
voluntary association having its criteria based on trade,
Religiony Cult, Political parties and Sporting functions are
bast for unity because by lessening the innportance of traditional
roles, they ocomnteract the tendency towards segros.tion and
render pocial relationship more fluid,

*(to combat these urbanising problems, voluntary
asgoociations were formed which cuouldhi't eradicate these
probigns totally)
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CHAPTER VI

PRODLELS OF URBANISING_INFLUENCE

- e - - es e ew - -

Urbanising influence is nmeinly felt by rural nigrants

who face directly its attendent problens featuring a picture

of conflicting as well as changing standards.

1.

2e

3e

Je

e
1 0.
1 1.
1 2.

13.

Ovor population = Increasing population influx.

Poor housing conditicnsg = overcrowded,

Poor health and sanitation condition duc tc bad drainage,
poor wator supply, poor waste disposal systen and sewage.
Existing sewage system is "bucket gsystem" which is hardly

enptied,

6 parsons to a room of 10'0" x 12'0", This occupancy
ratio 1is very poor, thus cauging ill-health.
Unenploynent = Latin America population grew from 32,5

nillion to 86,2 nillion = 1925 « 19605 new jobo offerred
to only 12 nillione

Horal laxity « Juvenile delinquency -« Broliten Homese
Adapting traditional inptitutionsc and integrating the
neyw pociety sycten = crust of the nrobleng,

Low inconme levelsn,

Ylliteracy = EDUCATION,

Malnutrition + No.,% health,

Social and individual disorganigsation,

Poor standards of cducation,

Proliferation of slums and squatterc,

- 31 =~



Conaidoring the nagnitude of ﬁigratinn to the citiesz, it
might be asouued that the deeision by individuals to migrate
represent some c¢ollective viszdon., But the speed and magnitude
of thig novoment of population coupled with the lagging abilities
of citios to cope with the added burden of human nceds have
ralsed geriocus and wrgont problengs. It has been proved impogsoibloe
oroviding the traditional range of Public Services, Furthertore,
there is the failwe of significant innovations being meode,
such as wrovision of a comprehensgive gelf«holp schenes for

nigrantdy wvhere they could provide their own necessary local
faciltition, Cegey housing., Then arises an overriding question,

ir tho cityy as it dissolves its constraint of localionm and
ronoves the barriers of changey is doing so efficiently,
hunenely,; ccononiecally and in itz oym instituti-onal interest.

A najor test will be Ffound in the cityla ahility to
priévide guiteble employment for nigrants. Sone estinators
put unonployuient as high as 0% 1 of the working forco, including
- part~tine johs and worl of low productivity. A century ago, o
when the early industrialists made their first experincnts,
the tegchnology inventad was laraely lobour=intonsive, Thua what
industrics neooded then was "hands" suvplencented by chude fornag
of onergy and nmachanization. But developing Countries of today
are legs fortunate ironically, becausce of the advanced technology
.? and its scope of coploynenty The efficiency and scale of many

industirial enterprises has grown steadily over the contury,

In effoct, all tho industries arc nlnost wholly autonated. Thugs

Windustrialization of today requiros nore capital, which the dovee
loping nations lacly, and legs manpower, which the nations possess
i? onbarasczing abundance. '

1. anNe
2. URBANISATION IN THE uhCOND UN ITLD NILTIONS DEVELQOPFPL LuN 1 DDCADE
(A United NHationg Publiecntion Salas M W 08 70 o« =
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Thiz 1s tho main raison dletre for unemployment,

Thore la alsc the attendant.p£§blem of the critical
scale of demand. Sale of products abroad or at hore is restficted
by monopoly and size of nation respectively. The ghare of 5%1
of world trade of export of menufactures reservod for the
developing Countriez is very small, Additionally, there is
the up=towdate technology which is below that of Develoved
icountries, g0 that their exports have no conpetitive value in
ﬂévnloped Countrieas' market.

Therefore the cities continue in existence as receliving
points for untrained rural nigrants, while providing no automatic
trancfor to new Jobsy new skills and rigsing standards of lifca.

Another question of grave inportance ig "the new shape and
charactor of the human environnent that results from urbaiization

and industrialization"? Prior to the 19th century when intensc
industrialization bogan, there existed a high degree of harueny
betwveen what man built and nature, This wag becausc, then man

built on a small scaley, and at the same time his technieal
capacities dian't depart much from the natural phencomena.

- However, with industrialization, a ncw scale of city vnerged,
dotiinatad by factories, bleall housing, sooth and smoke, noise,
atecan engines etee Thus the progross in tochnology created the
firpt sharp conflicts between netural and man-made eavironmont.
The magnitude of thip problom can be seen in the efforis made
by various planners to solve the developing slums in the citics,
Ewgey the GARDEN CITY MOVEMENT by EBENEZER HOWARD, However, tha
rosults of these atienpts have besn mainiy conceptual and utopiam

in cherocters This not withstanding, the threat connected with

1. 11’)1(’13“ = Pa 1?
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thoe way these cities are built otill exist. Thore ic Sh
problen of air pollution, noisc, autemobile dominating usban
ppace and parking facilities as well as ercating nrobleus o
congastion and aceident,

Those problems cnunerated above, facing ell urbea citiog
mist bo catered for in one way or the other; leaving the citier
to bo what they are will be leaving the hunan racc in docadonce,
This 1o one of the major task and goal of the "goecial Contre',
which will solve sinilar problems in Warri, which Zic ~ highly
industrializedecomnercial urban centre.

%he Zollowing io an analysis of thess problena in Acpth
as it exinto in Varrit=

1. INCRIASING POPULATICHN INFLUX

@

Tha City isc regarded as the Yauiek forge and Zoraing houpah”
of the fundanontal transformation of a statie, hinrpwchic,
largaly agricultwral order into the gociety of %achnology,

sciencey equal opportunity, and ranpid chango whish in *hn
environment of the modern mane. The changn ic not withen”
attondant problensg,

Tho gharo seale of urban growth in tho devalsping world ip
not a nrecedence as indicated by the following figuron

projacto’ t» 1930




Yillionao

Papulation 3335---3355--_3335-q"3555'"-—---

World Total 1860 2295 2991 4318

More developed Regions 673 821 976 ! 1194 )

Less developed Regions 1187 1k74 2015 | 3124 ;

Total Urban 360 570 990 1780

More developed Regions 260 385 580 850 )

Loos developed Regions 100 185 L10 930 g
Large Cities (500,000 & over)107 180 152 665

lMore developed Regions 93 135 221 343 )

Less developed Regions 1k 35 131 322 ;

SOURCEs Growth of the Worlds Urban and Rural population,

1920 - 2000 (United Nations Publications) Sales No,E,69 XIII,.3)
The above table shows the anticipated growth and influx

of people from the rural to urban citics, which stressed the

necangity of the change in the cities = overpopulation to be
curbed = whereby complicating development process as of nowe
Fronm the table, an urban crisis is anticipated, Whereas the
total urban population in 1960 was 410 million, by 1980, within
20 yearg the figure hag doubled its urban population to 930
nillion. Thus, the whole urban infrastructurce = houses, power
systens sanitation, schools transport, etce will have to grow
proportionately as well as inproveds [Thig rapid growth of urban
Ropulation is the nain crust of urban crigice

No aporepriate records have been kept for Warri, but a

survey was carried out by nme at a point, taking influx into
the towvn. This count was made easy because Warri has only one

entry and exit. In a day the influx into Warri ranges between
476 porgons within an hour, ranging fron 7.00 aerie

to 12,00 noon.
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The influx ic nainly from the rural villages and cities, G.Qey
Benine

Table - ENELEH DATA BY-PEREOEQE SOHNE.

hKoCa of Trancporti No, of Moded PersonsfModey Total Persens :
Taxi 22 7 154
Buges € 14 8k
LO!‘!‘Y 8 30 240
Total I 36 51 k78

At about 2,00 p.n, there io a general drift of people out of
the town. However, the outgoing people are never as large

in nunbor an the influxe Infact, all through the day ~ morning
to late in the night, people nove in end ocut of Warri,

EUEFLGH EAEA_BE PERSONAL COUNT

loce of Trangporty No., of Mecdey Pergong/Medep Total Porsong)
Taxi 10 7 70
1
Bus 7 10 70
Lorry 5 20 100
Total 22 37 2L0

SOURCZ:s COUNT AT 3 = 4,00 p.im, at EFFURUN JUNCTION,
Reirarlzably, the outflew modes of Transport carry as nany
pasaengars as thet of the influxy but the nedes are usually

loaded with luggages and cormorcial goods for sale in the rural
arcade
Phus with the infiux out nunbering the outgoing populace,
it can be deduced that a large nunber of the nigrants remain

behind in Warri to increoase the population, posing a problen to

be caterod for in Warri.
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Howaver, it rust be distinguished, if the influx of
population into Warri is caused by the "PULL" which the urban
centres exert on rural population or "PUSH" caused by a rural
high density. This is because those who are pulled arc
generally liltely to be nore nodern and characterized by greater
literaxy than those who are pushed, and conseguently contribute

to wrban development,

EOEIAL CENTRE'E !TEATEGYI

The large scale influx of people fromn the rural area as
well as the neighbouring cities into Warri to earn a living
have created a lot of problems. Some of thege could be golved
to & great extent by the proposed "Social Centre" though not in
totality.

Aocormodation facilites could be provided by tho Centre.
Not as places for pernanent residence, but as a buffer for
residence immediately the in-nigrants arrive in the City, 7Those
accommodation facilities could facilitate a cordial communal
living anong the inenigrants. A zone whereby the in-migrants
could get used to the hazards of the City. Digappointedly, such
accormodation facilizies that are existing in some cormunal
projoects such as the YeW.Celsy YeMeCoA,y otce have been placon
for a high level of mnoral depravity. However, tc combat
such a problem in the centre, the hostel Adninistrators should
be on the alert in enforcing good behaviour. Strict regulations
could be imnposed on the occupants to attain a goedy decent and
hoalthy atnosphere. Actually, with all the facilities to kecp

then occupled as well as the total separation of the children,
youths and adults hostels from one another, this discinline
could be énforced.
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With the above facility, a data on immigration into
Warri could be kept. Thus, the absencc of a compiled data on
imnigration which is one of the very serious problems I have
facad in my data compilation in this thesis, will neo nore be
in existence,.

Additionally, the Centre could pass information about
the City down to the new flux, This way, the new corurs
will Imow nuch about the City, wvhere te go or notyand places

of intorest and benefit, This is very important because in
many urban areas, the City Centres are so busy and buginesge—
like that the seteun loocks very strange to the new coners
who have no enc to get acauainted with, and thus get involved

in the City activities with time. This could cause disillusion=
nant and occagionally increcsped deathwrate,.

Tha Centre algo acts apg an interaction point for imnmigrants
an? the original inhabitants of the City. This takes place
mainly in the reereational centraes when people get involved,
This wayy the feeling o2 strangencss is eradicated which makes
for bottor living and happincss.

Thus from o parsonal viow, the Centre would be o successful
bonaficial project in regpect of taking care of the new influx

into tha City.






CHAPTER VII
2e POOR IIOUSING CONDITION:
The number of persons living in a living unitercom =
have inereasecd without increasing the room size or number of
roongde This is one of the most painfull factors in the pattern

of urbanization in developing Countries. This is the consequence

of the nrofound and growing inadequacigiesg of shelter. Proposals
nade by the firet Developnent decade of the United Nationci
were very flamboyant, but these projections couldn't be met by
the planners in the developing Countries - 19 to 24 million
dwelling units annually in the 1960s. This figure was to
replace the bad housing as well as cope with the population
agrowth of about 500 million people during the 1960 decade =
requirenent was ten new houses/1000 inhabitants annually but
the gituation waz that only about 2 or 3 out of the 10 houses
were built, Thug housing is a key element in the paradox of
decigively lower living standards coupled with a higher average
degree of urbanization existing in the Developing nations.

This can be styled thuz: "rapid urbanization in a context of

e ]
obdurate underdevelopment"™,
Teking into consideration that the “house" is the "liwing
cell" of the uigrant, this should be & najor asphere for

consideration in analysing the migrant living environment.
Thig problen phould be congidered fron the angle of where the

migrent lives, how they live, and the influence of both factors
on thoe actual make=up of the nigrant. Thege questions are
very vitale.

Generally, housing condition in Warri is very low, far
below that projected by the United Nationgs. None of the
houses in the major residential areas of Warri have good pipe

borne water systerny good sewerage nor drainage.

1. UBBANIZATION « IN THE SECOND UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT DECADE
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Tha lavatory,.wﬁich is usually the bucket systom, stinks, and
is nevor empticd for weokss If it booomes too much of a burder,
the tononte in the vompound arrange toc empty it one after the
other. Bvon at the time if it/emptiedy tho contonts of the
buoliet epilla all over the ground and oocasionally, passors-by
trezpass through such an oyeesore,

The dreinago puttors are laft stagnant with water and
refune, I puppose that guticrs are neant solely for liguid
drains, but some of tho inhabitants of Warri, c.g., Obahor

Streot, Hausa Quarters, etc. have turned these gutters to
refuse dumps. These dunps, in effect bleck the flow of the
1liqui¢ which later stinks, and male the living enwironment
unboarable to live in,

Refuse collection points (R,C,P.) are provided along the
road causing traffic hold ups If this wars the only problen

posad by these RC Psy then the taskk would have been an easy
oney, but these are not euptied, and with tino these dunps are
filled up and spills onte the main roads A general rofuse
colloction areas bejinsto developey, as well as spreading all
ovor the ereas as litters by the wind forces s

| Additionally, thére is no reliable water supply; .Watar:
wgllé aro dug by sone migrants whieh!ﬁfgn;ot even well denarked
and could bo & cause of death by drowning. The'vicinity of
these wolls are not well kept, in gffect, the dirt collaecting
on the growund sips into the well, The houses are mainly nhuilt
of ceonarete but these ere 111 ventilated, infested by bugs and

ratg, overerowded and thus are cenire for dizeases,

-y
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The overcrowding in Warri is better imagined than
experispoed owing to the wnoonfortable position ome would

be thrown into. The accommodation patterns lack privacy,
interruption of sleep by roomemates and neighbours, emotional
irritation by bugs, rats, crowded beds, bad ventilation and
high temperature causing suffocation. In offect the environment
is such an uncomfortable one that in-nates got worried when at
the clase of the day they have to go back to the overcorwded
zona to pass the night,

This overcorwded plcture of Warri is best viewed by the
following data of a personal survey carried out in the main

eritical residential areas of Warri on "OCCUPANCY RATIOY =

RESIDENTIAL AREA (PERS . /ROOM) (CHANGED' TO METRES)
ROOH RATIO AREA OF ROOM
KPESSU 10 1208q.' = 11.15mr
ODION 8 1005qe! = 9.29m°
HAUSA QUARTERS 12 1008qe ftee 9o 290>
OMETAN /OKANDEJ T 10 12080 ftee 114 150>
OKERRE 12 1208Ge fte= 114150°
OKUMAGBA LAYOUT 5 1208 ftem 11e150°
ESSI LAYOUT 8 1008qe ftew 90290°
OBAHOR 6 1008qe ftee 94 200°

£ AP 52t 0 5 T B 4 P 3 5,65 5 A 3 £ 0 1 5 3 5 S 50 5 3 0 S G 5 o ekt 50 0 9
*SOURCE: PERSONAL COUNT.

Considering the above figures in the light of Unitead
Nations recommendation of 3 persons for a habitable roon, then

the overcrowding in Warri is deplorable.
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SOCTAL_CENTRE'S STRATEGY:

The eritical poor housing condition which hawve developed

into plums and squatters is a very serious problem in Warri,
whioh cannot be solved in a short time, It ghould be a
continuous process of urban slun sloarsmoe . carried on by the
Social Workers. This problem should be very strategic in the
minds of the policy makers #0 that attenpts could be made to

reduce the adverse effeots of this hazerd on the inhabitants,
Though there is a great deal to be done by the government to
trangform the squatters into a healthy living zone, a lot can
also be achieved through the social éontro.
The Centre would provide a place for escape from the slum

infacted areas of Varri, As of nowy, no such facilfties exist,

so that the inhabitants are forced to remain in the slums having
no other alternative, Thus a change of environnent end conditions
is not ettained, However, with the Centre, this will be attained
to a great extent, Furthermore, the Centre wouldn't be an idle
place for escape, but on arrival they have a lot to gain by

gatting involved.
Additionally, the Centre could organise Social Workers

who will be unemployed persons and carry out a Communal slum
clearnace in the town. Arrangements could then be mado by the
Centre to remunerate the Workerse This way, the unemployed ere
kept bugy and this could eurbdb crime and vandalism,

Again the Centre ocould reduce the critical problen of the

poor occupancy ratio in the sluny residential arcas. This is
through its provision of accommodation hostels for the new
influx into the City. Thus instead of the new influx going

to put up with a relation who has only a roon occupied by 5 « 6

pergons in the slumas whereby inereasing the health hazard, or



altornatively going to put up in the expensive hostel which
ho cannot afford, he could pass the time in the Centre if it
is a tomporary stop over, but if permanent, unttl he could
get a house to rent.

Personally if the above could be attained by the Centre,
then a lot of the problems {acing Warri would be put off for
e tima,



CHAPTER VIIX
UNEMELQYQEET”AHD_EEPEOEHENE:
Generally, unempkyment is an all embaracing serious econonic
and pocial problem in &igoria. This situation has been more

pronounced and critical with Chief Udoji Report which threw out
a lot of unskilled and unqualified workers from their jobs, as

well as the mass retirenment, disnissal and termination of
appointments by the new Military Administration which came into
operation on the 29th of July, 1975. This problem has attracted
the attention of many econonists and journalist, who have devoted

pages of our mass media +to this consideration, e.gsy Gbolabo
Ogunsanwo article in the “"Sunday Times' on “EXECUTIVE JOBLEBS&ESS“ 1
A phaky atmosphere of fear of the "axe~nan" especially in the
private sector and of recent in the public sector is now common=
place, generating insecurity.
The situation of unenmployment in ﬁigeria - Warriis no
different from that obtaining in other developing Countries,
A comparison of a number of developed Countries in their earlier
stages of development and developing Countries today shows clearly
that the percentage of people living in the cities is higher than
the working force.
in the Developed Countries, e.gey European Countries, figures
show that the percentage of the working force in dndustry is always

higher than the population 1liting in the cities. But in the
developing Countries, there exist a contrast -« the percentage

of the poroontage of the population living in tho Citiocs woced the
porcentege of the cuployod, in gome eases, the oxooss 1o cbout throo

timwo, In offoet, the gap of unemployed oxiat ns is the @aso in Nigeria.

1. Appendixf} p.1






