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ABSTRACT 

This study is concerned with fashioning out a partnership 

approach to solve the problem of solid waste in Sokoto metropolis 

once and for all. The management of solid waste has been 

deteriorating and it has become clear that government can no 

longer shoulder the responsibility alone due to poor resource 

base and management capacity. Government has acknowledged its 

limitation by instituting a participatory strategy comprising of 

participants drawn from both the private and community sectors. 

This strategy which could have eased the problem is however 

coercive and poorly co-ordinated. It is thus ineffective and has 

not succeeded in solving the problem. The existing management 

system was examined and was found to be structurally defective 

and beset by inadequacy of resources. In proposing a sustainable 

solution, potential partners including those involved in the 

current strategy as well as others, were assessed and on the 

basis of the assessment were assigned roles in a new strategy. 

The study recommended the decentralization of the waste 

management system, and the adoption of a bottom-up community 

based approach to harness and integrate communal and informal 

efforts with the official waste management system. A framework 

for the participation of the various partners was also proposed. 
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