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v i . 

ABSTRACT 

The c h o i c e o f t h i s t o p i c i s a p t and t i m e l y , i n 
view o f t h e f u n c t i o n s and r o l e s which t h e t o p i c 
p l a y s i n t h e modern day N i g e r i a . 

I n any g i v e n s o c i e t y , N i g e r i a i n c l u s i v e , laws a r e 
o f t e n made t o r e g u l a t e c e r t a i n c o n d u c t s and b e h a v i o u r a l 
a t t i t u d e s o f t h e p e o p l e . Each i n d i v i d u a l has t o conduc t 
h i m s e l f w i t h i n c e r t a i n a s t a n d a r d o f b e h a v i o u r . 

An i n d i v i d u a l has c e r t a i n r i g h t s which o t h e r s 
mus t r e s p e c t , and v i c e v e r s a . But where t h e s e r i g h t s 
a r e i n f r i n g e d upon, an a g g r i e v e d p a r t y seek" r e d r e s s i n 
a competen t law c o u r t . And t h e e s s e n c e of t h i s i s to 
e n s u r e peace and harmonious r e l a t i o n s h i p i n t he s o c i e t y . 

However, a p e r s o n who has been sued on an a l l e g e d 
wrong may have l e g a l d e f e n c e ( s ) in law so as to e s c a p e 
from t o r t i o u s l i a b i l i t y . such d e f e n c e ( s ) may be invoked 
a s a p a r t i a l o r t o t a 1 n e g a t i o n from t o r t i o u s l i a b i l i t y . 

O n t h i s p r e m i s e , i t i s t h e aim o f t h i s r e s e a r c h 
work t o a n a l y s e and examine c e r t a i n s i t u a t i o n s under 
which t h e s e d e f e n c e s can be invoked in a law c o u r t w i t h 
a view to e s c a p e from t o r t i o u s l i a b i l i t y . 

T h i s r e s e a r c h work i s compr ised o f s i x c h a p t e r s , 
namely ; 

C h a p t e r one c o n s i s t s o f i n t r o d u c t i o n and forms of 
t o r t i o u s l i a b i l i t y . 

C h a p t e r two w i l l a n a l y s e and examine s i t u a t i o n s 
where t h e p l a i n t i f f ' s conduc t and a c t i o n a t t h e r e l e v a n t 
t i m e , which has caused the a l l e g e d t o r t i n q u e s t i o n . 
The aim of t h i s i s to see w h e t h e r they can be used as a 
de f e nc e in law or n o t . 

C h a p t e r t h r e e p e r t a i n s t o n e c e s s i t y a s a d e f e n c e . 
Under t h i s c h a p t e r , t h e wrong i s n e i t h e r caused b y t h e 
p l a i n t i f f nor the d e f e n d a n t . R a t h e r , i t i s caused b y 
e v e n t s which a r e beyond t h e c o n t r o l o f b o t h t h e p l a i n t i f f 
and the d e f e n d a n t . 

C h a p t e r f o u r w i l l mere ly d i s c u s s c e r t a i n 
d e f e n c e s which have been used and invoked as l i k e l y 
d e f e n c e s to a t o r t of d e f a m a t i o n . 



v i i . 

C h a p t e r f i v e w i l l d i s c u s s eome o t h e r d e f e n c e s 
which can be s u c c e s s f u l l y r a i s e d i n any t o r t i o u s 
a c t i o n s . 

C h a p t e r s i x , which i s t h e l a s t c h a p t e r o f t h i s 
work w i l l b e t he c o n c l u d i n g p a r t o f t h e whole t h e s i s ; 
making o b s e r v a t i o n s and s u g g e s t i o n s f o r f u t u r e r e fo rms 
of t h e l aw . 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































