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ABSTRACT 

Thi s study was unde r t aken to i n v e s t i g a t e "The 

E f f e c t o f P re -En t ry Q u a l i f i c a t i o n on S t u d e n t s ' 

Performance in Eng l i sh language a t t he F i n a l Diploma 

in Adult Educat ion Examinations in Ahmadu Bel lo 

U n i v e r s i t y , Z a r i a . I t equa l ly made u s e f u l sugges t ions 

and recommendations where n e c e s s a r y . 

Seven r e s e a r c h q u e s t i o n s and seven hypotheses 

advanced f o r t h i s study were r e l a t e d to the v a r i o u s 

e f f e c t s of p r e - e n t r y q u a l i f i c a t i o n s on the performance 

o f Diploma I I s t u d e n t s 1 f i n a l Adult Educat ion Engl i sh 

language examinat ion . 

The e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n of 200 s t u d e n t s who r e g i s t e r e d 

f o r Adult Educat ion cour se fo r f o u r academic s e s s i o n s 

(1985/1986 to 1988/1989) and s a t f o r t h e i r f i n a l 

examinat ion were u sed . The major s t a t i s t i c s used in 

a n a l y s i n g the d a t a were computer ized t - t e s t o f v a r i a n c e 

a t 0 .05 l e v e l o f s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

The r e s u l t s showed t h a t s t u d e n t s wi th c r e d i t / m e r i t 

p a s s at WASC/GCE (OL) /Grade II in Engl i sh language 

as p r e - e n t r y q u a l i f i c a t i o n performed Devcer than tnose 

w i th o rd ina ry p a s s in the f i n a l Adult Educat ion Engl i sh 

language examinat ion . So a l so those wi th o r d i n a r y 

p a s s performed b e t t e r than s u b j e c t s with f a i l and 

t h a n s u b j e c t s with Primary educa t ion background wi th 

f i v e or more y e a r s Adult Educat ion working e x p e r i e n c e . 

The r e s e a r c h f i n d i n g s w i l l hopefu l ly he lp the 

Adul t Educat ion Author i ty t o improve i t s s e l e c t i o n 

c r i t e r i a . 

v i i . 
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