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ABSTRACT 

Desp i t e t h e e s t ab l i shmen t of modern s c u l p t u r e s in most of 

N i g e r i a n u r b a n c e n t r e s and t h e pu rpor t ed commitment of government 

to t h e promotion and p r e s e r v a t i o n of a l l a r t forms in the c o u n t r y , 

t h e r e a r e no i n s p i r i n g l i t e r a t u r e on these s c u l p t u r e s t o e n l i g h t e n 

v iewers on t h e i r p u r p o r t s . Mostly a f f e c t e d a re publ ic s c u l p t u r e s 

in the n o r t h e r n s t a t e s whose meanings are g e n e r a l l y obscure and 

t h e i r f e a t u r e s mani fes t ly bes ieged by elements t h a t s t r o n g l y 

i n d i c a t e d e g r a d a t i o n and n e g l e c t . The o b j e c t i v e s o f t h i s 

study a r e to document modern pub l i c s c u l p t u r e s in Bauchi , 

Benue, Kaduna and P l a t e a u s t a t e s and to compile h i s t o r i c a l 

and human i s t i c l i t e r a t u r e t h a t e x p l a i n t h e i r meanings and 

unde r ly i ng p r i n c i p l e s . 

I n c a r r y i n g out t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n , the author r e l i e d h e a v i l y 

on primary sources and the a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l or d i r e c t f i e l d r e s e a r c h 

me thodo log i e s . The s c u l p t u r e s c o n s t i t u t e d t h e main d a t a and were 

c l o s e l y s t u d i e d on l o c a t i o n in the c o n t e x t s o f the e x p e r i e n c e s 

and a s p i r a t i o n s of the v a r i o u s owner s t a t e s and the N i g e r i a n 

n a t i o n . Photographs o f t h e s c u l p t u r e s a re a l s o p r e s e n t e d a s 

documentary e v i d e n c e s . In a d d i t i o n , d i s c u s s i o n s and i n t e r v i e w s 

on t h e s c u l p t u r e s were he ld with t h e i r c u s t o d i a n s , and a u t h o r s in 

some i n s t a n c e s . These sources y i e l d e d f i r s t hand h i s t o r i c a l d a t a 

concerning the s c u l p t u r e s , t h e i r a r t i s t i c and formal c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

and t h e p r i n c i p l e s behind them. Secondary sources such as books and 

j o u r n a l s were a l so c o n s u l t e d . These provided frameworks f o r 

a r t i c u l a t i n g t h e r e s e a r c h methodologies adopted for t h e s t u d y , 

documenting the s c u l p t u r e s and a n a l y s i n g a l l acqu i red d a t a . 
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In analysing these da ta , the d i s t r i b u t i o n and custodians 

of the sculptures as ve i l as their s t a t e s of repa i r , media 

and production techniques were fully discussed. Next, the 

sculptures were assessed and c lass i f ied using the following 

c r i t e r i a : S t y l i s t i c modes; images and motifs ; free-standing 

and r e l i e f s ; colour and pat ina; and i n t r i n s i c contents . 

Discoveries in the study included seeming preferences for 

cer ta in sculpture types and motifs in some communities and the 

recurrence of some media, motifs, sculpture prac t ices and themes 

in a l l the s t a t e s , Furthermore, i n t r i n s i c contents were found to 

d i f fer s ign i f i can t ly from the sculptures ' expressed forms. Also 

noteworthy was the r e a l i s a t i o n that the sculptures were fundamentally 

a l l egor ica l , iconic or symbolic and are a l l community o r ien ted . 

Recommendation and suggestions were made which if conscient iously 

implemented could promote be t t e r appreciat ion and preservat ion of 

public monumental s cu lp tu re s . 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































