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ABSTRACT 

This s tudy examines the novels of four Guinean 

w r i t e r s with r e f e r ence to how they t r e a t t h e s o c i a l , 

economic and p o l i t i c a l problems of Africa in genera l 

and Guinea under Sekou Toure in p a r t i c u l a r . I t i s 

a l so p a r t o f t h e o b j e c t i v e o f t h e s tudy to explore t h e 

ex ten t to which t h e novels could c o n t r i b u t e to t h e 

e s t ab l i shmen t of a f ree and p r o g r e s s i v e s o c i e t y . 

Eight novels which by t h e i r i n t e r n a l chronology, span 

World War II and 1984, when Sekou Toure d ied , a r e 

explored. The work is d iv ided i n t o four c h a p t e r s , each 

d r ' l i r g wi th a s p e c i f i c aspect o f t h e s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 

an d economic problems being surveyed. 

The s tudy examines t h e evo lu t ion of Francophone 

West Africa in genera l and Guinea under Sekou Toure in 

p a r t i c u l a r . I t i s d i scovered t h a t t h e c rave o f African 

l e a d e r s for p o l i t i c a l power i s a m a j o r source o f t h e 

problems encountered by t h e g e n e r a l i t y of Africans in 

contemporary s o c i e t y . 

Two of t h e n o v e l i s t s , Camara Laye and Alioum 

Fan t o u r e t r e a t t h e problems of t h e c o l o n i a l e ra . Laye1 s 

p i c t u r e o f t h e c o l o n i a l i s t s i s too i d y l l i c . Laye a l so 

proves to be too a n t a g o n i s t i c to t h e n a t i o n a l i s t s who 

rep laced t h e c o l o n i a l i s t s . Fantoure, on t h e o t h e r hand, 

o f f e r s a more balanced p i c t u r e of t h e c o l o n i a l i s t s and 

t h e African p o l i t i c i a n s who Came to power a f t e r 

independence. 
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All the four nove l i s t s discuss the problem of 

despotism in the post-independence socie ty . Lack of a 

sol id ideological base is i d e n t i f i e d by the wr i te rs 

as the bane of t r u e democracy in Africa. Since 

governments are not establ ished on a firm foundation, 

the leaders resor t to oppressive methods to sus ta in 

t h e i r ru l e . The nove l i s t s are however opt imis t ic tha t 

tyranny will be overthrown and urge the oppressed to 

fight for t h e i r l i b e r a t i o n . . 

The socio-economic problems of post-independence 

Africa also come under scru t iny . The wri ters highlight 

the corruption of the leaders as a major source of the 

economic d i f f i c u l t i e s of the governed, Tierno Monenembo 

r i gh t ly ins inua tes tha t some of the c i t i z ens who bemoan 

corruption are themselves corrupt. The novels also 

s t r e s s tha t the l eaders do nothing concrete to fu l f i l 

the asp i ra t ions of the governed at the leve l of social 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

The Sight novels studied are capable of 

contr ibut ing to the progress of post-independence 

African s o c i e t i e s . 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































